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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Ladies and 
gentlemen, thank you f o r t h a t very warm welcome. Thank you, President 
Spanier. Thank you, Mr. A r n e l l e , Dr. Brighton, Dr. Erickson, Mr. 
Hollander. I thank the U n i v e r s i t y Brass f o r playing so w e l l f o r me. I t 
made me want to take them back to the White House. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I am de l i g h t e d to be here f o r many 
very personal reasons, many of which are obvious. I'm very honored to 
receive the U n i v e r s i t y Scholars Medal and t o be the f i r s t non-Penn State 
alumnus t o receive i t . 

As i t was said e a r l i e r , my family has a long h i s t o r y w i t h 
t h i s s t a t e and wi t h t h i s great U n i v e r s i t y . H i l l a r y ' s f a m i l y i s from 
Scranton and both my f a t h e r - i n - l a w and brother-in-law attended Penn State 
and both played f o o t b a l l here. Back i n the '30s, according to my 
fa t h e r - i n - l a w , he had t o play offense and defense. (Laughter.) That's 
so r t of what I do, so I understand t h a t . (Laughter and applause.) 

I have had some other good personal associations w i t h 
t h i s U n i v e r s i t y , and f o r a l l those I arn very g r a t e f u l . I am g r a t e f u l f o r 
the establishment of a scholarship at the College of Education i n my l a t e 
f a t h e r - i n - l a w ' s name. I t means a great deal to my wife and to me and to 
our daughter. And I am g r a t e f u l t o be here because of what Penn State 
represents. 

This school was made a land grant school i n the darkest 
hours of our nation's h i s t o r y , because President Lincoln and his 
contemporaries knew even then t h a t our nation's f u t u r e depended upon the 
widest possible d i s p e r s i o n of knowledge. Though faced w i t h the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of the very union of our states breaking up, our leaders were 
s t i l l t h i n k i n g about the f u t u r e . And to a l l the graduates here w i t h 
advanced degrees, I say, a great nation must always be t h i n k i n g about 
tomorrow. Therefore, even as you r e l i s h t h i s day, I ask you t o j o i n me 
j u s t f o r a few moments i n t h i n k i n g about tomorrow, f o r you w i l l l i v e a 
great deal of your l i v e s i n the 21st century, the most remarkable age of 
p o s s i b i l i t y i n human h i s t o r y . 

I have been t o l d t h a t today every student at Penn State 
i s given an e-mail account and th a t more than one m i l l i o n e-mail messages 
are sent every day. That i s j u s t a ta s t e of the world to come -- a 
dazzling, new gl o b a l economy, g i v i n g more and more people a chance t o 
work w i t h t h e i r rninds instead of t h e i r backs throughout a career, many of 
you i n jobs t h a t you have not even invented yet. You w i l l have 
i n c r e d i b l e choices i n where you l i v e and how you work. You w i l l be able 
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to r a i s e your c h i l d r e n i n greater peace and freedom and i n the most 
di.verse and v i b r a n t democracy h i s t o r y has ever known. At least t h a t ' s 
what I want our country t o be l i k e as we move i n t o the 21st century. 

Almost f i v e years ago at my alma mater, Georgetown, I gave 
three speeches about my v i s i o n of America's f u t u r e i n the 21st century 
and a s t r a t e g y f o r how I thought we ought to achieve t h a t f u t u r e . I said 
then and I'd l i k e t o repeat now tha t my v i s i o n i s p r e t t y simple and 
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d : I want an America i n which a l l Americans, without 
regard to t h e i r race or t h e i r gender or t h e i r s t a t i o n i n l i f e , who are 
w i l l i n g t o work hard have a chance t o l i v e out t h e i r dreams. I want an 
America t h a t remains the world's strongest force f o r peace and freedom 
and p r o s p e r i t y . And I want an America t h a t i s no longer being d r i v e n 
apart by our d i f f e r e n c e s , but instead i s coming together around our 
shared values and respect f o r our d i v e r s i t y . 

As my wife says i n her book, I r e a l l y believe i t takes a 
v i l l a g e of a l l of our people working together to make the most of our 
l i v e s . To b u i l d t h a t kind of America, we have to be able t o honestly 
meet our challenges and pr o t e c t our values. We have t o f i n d ways t o 
create these o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a l l Americans. We have to f i n d ways to 
b u i l d strong conununities and we have got to f i n d ways to get more 
personal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y from a l l of our c i t i z e n s . Opportunity, 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , community -- these are values t h a t have made our country 
strong, t h a t have b u i l t great i n s t i t u t i o n s l i k e Penn State, t h a t guide my 
actions as President. I believe they must guide our nation as we prepare 
f o r the tomorrows of the 21st century. 

What I want to do here and i n the other commencement 
addresses I w i l l be making i s t o t a l k about what has occurred i n the l a s t 
four years and, even more im p o r t a n t l y , what must s t i l l occur i f we are 
going t o r e a l i z e t h i s v i s i o n -- to give o p p o r t u n i t i e s to everybody 
w i l l i n g to work f o r them, to keep our country the strongest force f o r 
peace and freedom, and t o r e b u i l d our sense of u n i t y and community around 
a shared e t h i c of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

Compared t o four years ago, there i s c l e a r l y more 
op p o r t u n i t y , a much lower d e f i c i t , increased access to education, a 
renewed commitment t o a clean environment and safer s t r e e t s , 8.5 m i l l i o n 
new jobs, low i n f l a t i o n , record numbers of new exports i n businesses. 
But we a l l know there are also a l o t of problems i n t h i s new economy, a 
l o t of u n c e r t a i n t y , and much more to do to give a l l our people a chance 
to succeed. 

Compared to four years ago the world i s more peaceful and 
safer. The nuclear t h r e a t has diminished. Peace and freedom are t a k i n g 
hold from H a i t i t o South A f r i c a t o Northern I r e l a n d to Bosnia t o the 
Middle East. But there i s a l o t more to do t o make the American people 
safe from the 21st century t h r e a t s of t e r r o r i s m , organized crime and 
drug-running, weapons p r o l i f e r a t i o n and glob a l environmental t h r e a t s . 

In f u t u r e speeches I ' l l discuss both these things at greater 
length. Today I'd l i k e t o ask you t o kind of t r a v e l along w i t h me as we 
look at America's present and i t s f u t u r e i n terms of t h a t t h i r d o b j e c t i v e 
-- i n s p i r i n g a stronger, more u n i t e d American community, rooted i n a 
greater commitment t o personal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and community service. 

What you have done here today i s i n and of i t s e l f an act of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . By g e t t i n g t h i s advanced degree you have honored 
yourselves and your f a m i l i e s , and you have helped America. We need more 
people -- many, many more people -- with much higher l e v e l s of education 
and, even more i m p o r t a n t l y , with the developed a b i l i t y to learn f o r a 
l i f e t i m e . We need t h i s kind of personal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y from a l l of our 
c i t i z e n s , doing the best to make the most of t h e i r own l i v e s . And we 
must apply the lessons of your success as i n d i v i d u a l s t o our common work 
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as a n a t i o n . 

I believe we are l i v i n g through a period of most profound 
change i n the way we work, the way we l i v e , the way we r e l a t e to each 
other and the r e s t of the world i n 100 years -- since we moved from the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l i n t o the i n d u s t r i a l age. At the t u r n of the century about 
100 years ago, people who f o r generations had l i v e d t h e i r l i v e s by the 
r i s i n g and the s e t t i n g of the sun moved from the country to the c i t y , 
where they woke to the din of the s t r e e t c a r and went home to the sound of 
the f a c t o r y w h i s t l e . That time presented enormous o p p o r t u n i t i e s , but 
also great challenges. A hundred years ago many people's l i v e s were 
uprooted, but not improved. And f o r many, not only t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d s but 
the values by which they l i v e d were threatened by the changes of the day. 

In response to the challenges of that time, a g i f t e d 
generation of reformers, led f i r s t by Theodore Roosevelt and then by 
Woodrow Wilson, worked to harness the power of our nation's government so 
that i t could extend the b e n e f i t s of the i n d u s t r i a l era t o a l l Americans, 
curb the excesses of the era, and enable our people t o preserve t h e i r 
f a m i l y and community values. They launched what we now c a l l the 
Progressive Era. They brought us the a n t i t r u s t laws, the e a r l i e s t 
environment p r o t e c t i o n laws. They were a l l designed t o harness the 
p o s i t i v e forces of the new age t o give everyone a f a i r chance t o pr o t e c t 
the values of the American people. 

Think what has happened i n the 100 years since. The 
progressives b u i l t the foundation of what became known as the American 
Century -- a century i n which America won two world wars and the Cold 
War, overcame the Great Depression, achieved decades of sustained 
economic growth, s c i e n t i f i c breakthroughs, more o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r women 
and m i n o r i t i e s , a'cleaner environment, remarkable s e c u r i t y and good 
health f o r senior c i t i z e n s , and the l a r g e s t and most prosperous middle 
class i n human h i s t o r y . I t a l l began i n the Progressive Era. 

Today we're l i v i n g through another time of profound change. 
Like the dawn of the I n d u s t r i a l Age, the Information Age o f f e r s vast new 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . Today technology and inform a t i o n are dominating every 
form of work i n c l u d i n g a g r i c u l t u r e , as I'm sure anyone i n the College of 
A g r i c u l t u r e here can a t t e s t t o . 

But t h i s time also presents great challenges -- people whose 
l i v e s are uprooted, but not improved; and cherished values s t r a i n e d by 
the pace and the scope of change. I'd l i k e to t a l k about t h a t a l i t t l e 
today. 

When I was growing up, Americans could p r e t t y much walk the 
s t r e e t s of any c i t y without fear of being hurt by v i o l e n t crime. Having 
c h i l d r e n out of wedlock was rare and a source of shame. Welfare was a 
temporary weigh s t a t i o n f o r widows and t h e i r orphans. I t was f a r from a 
per f e c t time, the '40s and '50s and ea r l y '60s. Women and m i n o r i t i e s 
d i d n ' t have the o p p o r t u n i t i e s they have today. But i n neighborhoods a l l 
across America, people knew i t when you were born, cared about you while 
you l i v e d , and missed you when you died. 

For too many young people growing up today, t h a t world 
e x i s t s only i n black and white reruns on t e l e v i s i o n . I n our toughest 
neighborhoods and our meanest s t r e e t s , we've seen a stunning and 
simultaneous breakdown of community, fa m i l y and work the heart and 
soul of a c i v i l i z e d s o ciety. We've seen a buildup of crime and gangs and 
drugs, as young people t u r n t o things t h a t w i l l destroy them, u l t i m a t e l y , 
i n p a r t because they are r a i s i n g themselves without enough to say yes t o . 

We've seen so much of t h i s now we've almost become numb t o 
i t . A l o t of us may even be resigned to i t . But I want t o ask you t o 
t h i n k today about what you want America to look l i k e i n the 21st century, 
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and I want you to say to y o u r s e l f , I refuse to accept t h i s as a normal 
and unavoidable and i r r e v e r s i b l e c o n d i t i o n . I believe we can mend our 
s o c i a l f a b r i c . We've done i t before, and we have to do i t today. 

I f we're moving i n t o an era i n which we w i l l be judged and 
our success w i l l be determined by how w e l l we use our minds, we must 
f i r s t be able to f u n c t i o n as o r d e r l y , law-abiding, decent human beings. 
We have t o , i n short, not only meet the changes of the day, but r e a f f i r m 
our enduring values. 

In t h i s , to be sure, our government s t i l l has a r o l e t o 
play. But i t ' s not the same r o l e that government had to play i n the 
beginning of the 20th century because the problems are d i f f e r e n t . The 
world of today has moved away from big, c e n t r a l i z e d bureaucracies and 
top-down s o l u t i o n s . So has your f e d e r a l government. Indeed, there are 
240,000 fewer people working f o r the United States government today than 
there were the day I became President of t h i s great country. 

But we s t i l l need a government th a t i s strong enough to give 
people the t o o l s they need to make the most of t h e i r own l i v e s , t o enable 
them to seize o p p o r t u n i t i e s when they are responsible. That's why I have 
fought so hard f o r things l i k e the student loan programs, the P e l l Grant 
programs, the scholarship programs, the research programs, because we 
cannot, on the one hand, t e l l the American people, go out and be 
responsible, and on the other hand, j e r k the rug out from under them. We 
have to give people the t o o l s they need to make the most of t h e i r own 
l i v e s . (Applause.) 

And whenever we f i g h t f o r a strong economy, or a clean 
environment, or safe s t r e e t s , or investment i n research and technology, 
or give a c h i l d a chance with the Head S t a r t program, we are doing 
nothing more or less than g i v i n g people an environment i n which they 
s t i l l have to make the most of t h e i r own l i v e s . 

And so what I ask you today i s to t h i n k about t h a t . What i s 
the r o l e of the i n d i v i d u a l c i t i z e n i n making the America of our dreams i n 
the 21st century? What i s the r o l e of the i n d i v i d u a l c i t i z e n i n making 
sure t h a t we w i l l move i n t o t h i s g l o b a l society, w i t h everyone having the 
chance to l i v e up t o his or her dreams? I t i s clear to me t h a t 
government alone cannot solve t h i s problem. (Applause.) 

I f you look at any society's most fundamental requirements 
-- strong f a m i l i e s and safe s t r e e t s -- and you ask yourselves, what are 
a l l the causes f o r the stresses on those things i n our country, you may 
come up w i t h a whole laundry l i s t of things t h a t government can do about 
them. I know I have. But i n your heart of hearts you know t h a t many, 
many of the things from which we s u f f e r are caused by the lack of 
personal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on the part of m i l l i o n s of American c i t i z e n s . 

The teen mother who leaves school f o r a l i f e on welfare, a 
f a t h e r who walks away from or abuses a family, a c r i m i n a l who preys upon 
the r e s t of us, the neighbors who t u r n t h e i r backs on the c h i l d r e n i n 
need -- I say t o you we cannot t o l e r a t e t h i s anymore i f you r e a l l y want 
your v i s i o n of the 21st century to become r e a l . We have to be w i l l i n g t o 
give people a chance to escape l i v e s t h a t are d e s t r u c t i v e f o r them and 
c o s t l y f o r the r e s t of us. That i s our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . But we most also 
i n s i s t t h a t people help themselves and assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r making 
t h e i r own l i v e s and the l i f e of t h i s great nation b e t t e r . 

I f you j u s t take the welfare system, f o r example, you can 
see the p o i n t I'm t r y i n g t o make. I took o f f i c e b e l i e v i n g t h a t a l o t of 
people on welfare were dying to get o f f i t and were trapped i n i t . I 
s t i l l b e l i eve t h a t . I t ' s a system that i s too weighted toward a l i f e t i m e 
of dependency instead of demanding r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ; too w i l l i n g t o l e t 
fa t h e r s b r i n g c h i l d r e n i n t o the world, t u r n t h e i r backs and walk away and 
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load a l l the burden onto the young mothers who are l e f t behind; too 
w i l l i n g t o give the young mothers a check to move out on t h e i r own i f 
they have a c h i l d instead of staying at home, staying i n school and 
strengthening the f a m i l y . 

For 15 years, going back t o my service as governor, I have 
sat i n welfare o f f i c e s , t a l k e d to people on welfare, asked them what i t 
would take t o t u r n t h e i r l i v e s around, asked them what had happened. I 
have worked t o reform and change welfare from a system th a t encourages 
dependency t o one t h a t encourages independence, from one th a t does not 
encourage work t o one th a t i n s i s t s upon work, but also supports 
responsible parenting. 

I f you look at a l l these people here w i t h t h e i r advanced 
degrees, why are we so proud of them? Because we believe they w i l l be 
able t o succeed not only i n the world of work, but they w i l l be good r o l e 
models f o r the American society. Their c h i l d r e n w i l l be able t o succeed. 
They w i l l be able t o look at t h e i r c h i l d r e n and t h e i r c h i l d r e n w i l l be 
able to look at them, and they w i l l be able to do great things together. 
That i s what we should want f o r people on welfare -- the simple a b i l i t y 
to succeed at work and t o succeed at home, to be able t o c o n t r i b u t e t h e i r 
p o r t i o n of the American Dream. 

Now, i n the past three years, by executive actions, we've 
been working on what The New York Times c a l l e d "a quiet r e v o l u t i o n on 
welfare." We've cut red tape f o r 37 states and now l e t 75 percent of the 
people i n t h i s country on welfare be a part of welfare reform experiments 
w i t h l i t t l e f a n f are and no new l e g i s l a t i o n . We've done things l i k e 
impose time l i m i t s and require work, and we've worked much harder to 
enforce the n a t i o n a l government's r o l e i n c h i l d support enforcement 
across n a t i o n a l l i n e s . 

And you know what? The welfare r o l l s have dropped by more 
than a m i l l i o n . The food stamp r o l l s are down by a m i l l i o n and a h a l f . 
C h i l d support c o l l e c t i o n s are up 40 percent t o $11 b i l l i o n a year. And 
the teen pregnancy rate has even s t a r t e d t o go down a b i t . (Applause.) 

What does a l l t h i s have t o do w i t h you? They are part of 
your country. I f t h e i r c h i l d r e n wind up i n your prisons, you w i l l pay 
f o r them instead of i n v e s t i n g more money i n s c i e n t i f i c l a b o r a t o r i e s at 
Penn State, or g i v i n g c h i l d r e n a chance to work i n a program t o earn a 
scholarship, or otherwise b u i l d i n g our f u t u r e . When others r e g u l a r l y and 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y v i o l a t e the values we a l l say we share, i t weakens America 
and i t weakens the f u t u r e of your v i s i o n and your dreams. 

We s t i l l have a l o t to do. Nearly a t h i r d of our babies 
today are born out of wedlock; a whole l o t of them end up on welfare. A 
few days ago, we took an a c t i o n which should force more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 
Every s t a t e w i l l have to require teen mothers t o stay i n school and t o 
sign a personal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y contract and to stay at home unless the 
environment i s abusive, so t h a t they must work to t u r n t h e i r l i v e s around 
i f they want t o keep those b e n e f i t s . 

I'm s t i l l working with members of Congress i n both p a r t i e s 
to pass l e g i s l a t i o n t o overhaul the e n t i r e welfare system. And I hope we 
can do i t even though t h i s i s an e l e c t i o n year. There's r e a l l y no c a l l 
f o r a work stoppage, and by the time November comes around y o u ' l l have 
more p o l i t i c s than you can stand. Meanwhile, you ought t o be working to 
give those people what we want f o r ourselves -- independence, work and 
responsible parenting. (Applause.) 

But what I want to say to a l l of you -- you say, w e l l , 
what's t h a t got t o do w i t h me? I ' l l never be on welfare, I've got a 
Ph.D. today. (Laughter.) They are your f e l l o w Americans. Those 
c h i l d r e n are your f u t u r e . And what I want to say i s , i t doesn't matter 
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what laws we pass or what programs we put i n place, we cannot reverse 
decades and patterns of behavior unless more of our c i t i z e n s are w i l l i n g 
to take some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r other people's kids i n the near-term. 
(Applause . ) ._ . 

We have to i n s p i r e our communities to support programs and 
adults to p a r t i c i p a t e i n programs that we know now w i l l d r a m a t i c a l l y 
reduce teen pregnancy. They're out there, they're j u s t not i n every 
community. The hard t r u t h i s , too many of our young people don't have 
the kind of d i s c i p l i n e or love, guidance or support t h a t i t takes t o grow 
up i n t o responsible a d u l t s . Church groups and neighbors and parents a l l 
need to send a cl e a r message to a l l c h i l d r e n , not j u s t t h e i r own: We 
care about you, but you have to take care of y o u r s e l f . Don't get 
pregnant or f a t h e r a c h i l d u n t i l you're ready to take r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 
But i f you do, w e ' l l help you as long as you are responsible. 
(Applause.) And you can't walk away from that r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I f you 
do, w e ' l l make you assume i t . (Applause.) 

Let me say t h a t , i n a d d i t i o n to welfare, I have the same 
view of the crime problem, and i t ' s remarkably s i m i l a r . Only i f we take 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r our own communities can we r e a l l y achieve our 
o b j e c t i v e i n crime. We'll never thoroughly transform human nature, but 
even i f you have a Ph.D., you don't want to be a v i c t i m of a crime; you 
don't want your c h i l d r e n to be unsafe going to and from school; you don't 
want to have to worry your heart out i f your kids d r i v e t o a c i t y t o see 
a play; you don't want to have any kind of country other than one i n 
which crime i s an exception. 

Someone said t o me the other day, Mr. President, you t a l k 
about a l l t h i s a l l the time, but you w i l l never e l i m i n a t e crime. I said, 
t h a t ' s not my goal. My goal i s to create an America so t h a t when people 
t u r n on the evening news and they see a report of a serious crime, they 
are s u r p r i s e d and shocked, instead of yawning about i t . (Applause.) 

Now, there are things that government can do. There are 
things t h a t government can do. In 1994, we passed a crime b i l l and a 
Brady B i l l . The Brady B i l l has already stopped 60,000 felons and 
f u g i t i v e s w i t h c r i m i n a l records from g e t t i n g handguns -- 60,000. 
(Applause.) We took 19 deadly assault weapons o f f the s t r e e t and not a 
s i n g l e hunter i n Pennsylvania or i n my native state of Arkansas missed a 
deer season or a duck season or had to have a d i f f e r e n t weapon. They 
di d n ' t lose anything. (Applause.) 

We said t o repeat v i o l e n t c r i m i n a l s , three s t r i k e s and 
you're out. We said i f you k i l l law enforcement o f f i c i a l s , the death 
penalty i s there. (Applause.) But we also said what every p o l i c e 
o f f i c e r i n America knows, the best way to f i g h t crime i s t o reach young 
people before they t u r n t o crime i n the f i r s t place. (Applause.) 

Now, you a l l clap f o r t h a t , but i f you believe i t , what i t 
means i s t h a t you cannot leave the work of making our s t r e e t s safe to the 
p o l i c e alone. C i t i z e n s have the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . ' C i t i z e n s have a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . You can take advantage of o p p o r t u n i t i e s provided i n our 
education b i l l s t o keep schools open l a t e so teens have someplace to go 
besides the s t r e e t s ; or t o launch community drug courts t o give 
nonviolent offenders a chance to get o f f drugs before they end up i n 
j a i l ; or t o make community p o l i c i n g work, something that's making the 
rounds i n Pennsylvania today. 

Our crime b i l l f u l f i l l e d a commitment I made to the American 
people to put 100,000 new p o l i c e o f f i c e r s on the s t r e e t i n community 
p o l i c i n g . I t ' s an old-fashioned idea, r e a l l y . I t means put the p o l i c e 
back on the s t r e e t , i n the neighborhood, working w i t h neighbors t o spot 
c r i m i n a l s , s h u t t i n g down crack houses, stopping crime before i t happens, 
g e t t i n g to know c h i l d r e n on the s t r e e t and encouraging them to stay away 
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from crime. But community p o l i c i n g only works by d e f i n i t i o n when there 
i s . a community f o r the p o l i c e to work w i t h . (Applause.) 

Now, whenever t h i s happens crime comes down. V i o l e n t crimes 
have dropped i n t h i s country f o r three years i n a row now because we're 
f i n a l l y g e t t i n g enough p o l i c e out there on the s t r e e t and because people 
are working w i t h them. In Lancaster County, a two-hour d r i v e from here, 
our community p o l i c e program put 12 new o f f i c e r s i n t o the downtown area 
-- l i s t e n t o t h i s -- they p a t r o l l e d on f o o t , b i c y c l e and horseback, they 
worked w i t h the community, the crime dropped by 67 percent. P r e t t y soon 
t h e y ' l l be s u r p r i s e d when they hear a report of crime. (Applause.) 

This can be done. But I have to t e l l you, there's a big 
hurdle up the road and i t can't be solved without more c i t i z e n help. 
Because i n s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t the crime rate had dropped f o r three 
years i n a row, the v i o l e n t crime rate by people under 18 i s s t i l l going 
up. And any of you who are i n education know tha t there i s a huge group 
of young people under 18, now coming i n t o grade school, coming up through 
our system of education -- a higher percentage of them than any previous 
generation, born out of wedlock, born without the guidance of two 
parents, born i n t o d i f f i c u l t f a m i l y s i t u a t i o n s , out there having t o r a i s e 
themselves. 

So even i f you have a Ph.D., you've got to care about these 
kids. They're your kids; they're coming home to your roost and they w i l l 
a f f e c t your country and your c h i l d r e n ' s f u t u r e and what kind of America 
we l i v e i n . And we cannot solve the problem of r i s i n g crime among young 
people -- even w i t h our an t i d r u g strategy, even with our antigang 
str a t e g y , even w i t h 100,000 more p o l i c e -- unless there are c i t i z e n s who 
are w i l l i n g t o step i n t o the gap i n those c h i l d r e n ' s l i v e s t o teach them 
r i g h t from wrong, t o give them a good f u t u r e to look forward t o , t o give 
them the character and values to walk i n t o t h a t f u t u r e , t o make i t 
possible f o r them to imagine t h a t one day they might get a degree from a 
place l i k e Penn State. You have to be w i l l i n g to do that wherever you 
l i v e . (Applause.) 

I w i l l j u s t give you one simple example. There are 20,000 
neighborhood crime watch groups i n America -- 20,000. I f 50 people j o i n 
each one of these groups we would have a c i t i z e n force of a m i l l i o n new 
community a c t i v i s t s to work with those 100,000 p o l i c e o f f i c e r s -- not 
j u s t t o catch c r i m i n a l s , but to keep kids away from crime. F i f t y people 
i n every group, a m i l l i o n Americans reaching out to c h i l d r e n , stopping 
crimes, catching c r i m i n a l s . I f that happened -- and no government 
program can make i t happen -- i f t h a t happened i n community a f t e r 
community a f t e r community i n the United States, people would be s u r p r i s e d 
when they heard at night a news report of a serious crime. And America 
would be a b e t t e r place. We'd be a l o t closer to our shared v i s i o n of 
America i n the 21st century. (Applause.) 

And that brings me to the l a s t point I wish to make. We 
have a l o t of challenges as a people t o r e b u i l d the strength of our 
communities and our n a t i o n a l community. We're s t i l l too d i v i d e d over 
r a c i a l matters. We're s t i l l too d i v i d e d over r e l i g i o u s disputes. We 
s t i l l have other problems t h a t are simply unmet th a t can't be met by 
government. Helping c h i l d r e n on welfare to move o f f of welfare, helping 
communities to reduce the crime rate -- these are not the only areas i n 
which we desperately need more c i t i z e n involvement to make America the 
place i t ought t o be. 

Those of you have college degrees, those of you who may earn 
a great deal of money w i l l s t i l l f i n d that i n too many ways where you 
l i v e the bonds of community have been weakened. There are too many 
places where people are working harder, moving more of t e n , spending less 
time w i t h each other and more time exhausted i n f r o n t of the t e l e v i s i o n . 
Even prosperous, happy neighborhoods o f t e n f i n d t h a t not everybody knows 
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t h e i r neighbors. 

So I say to you: With t h i s wonderful, precious commodity of 
a f i n e education, I hope you w i l l go out i n t o your community and f i n d 
some way to give back some of what your country has given t o you. No 
matter what you do or how busy you are, there i s always a way to serve a 
la r g e r community. The s t o r y of your generation should be the s t o r y of we 
restore broken l i v e s and shattered promises through c i t i z e n service. 

We're going t o balance t h i s budget over the next s i x years. 
We're going t o have a big f i g h t about how to do i t , as you know. 
(Laughter.) But don't l e t t h a t obscure the f a c t - - t h i s d e f i c i t i s less 
than h a l f of what i t was four years ago. And i t ' s coming down. Don't 
obscure the r e a l f a c t . (Applause.) And that's very important because as 
we move t o balance the budget, we can keep i n t e r e s t rates down and we can 
keep investment and create jobs f o r the American people -- and get 
incomes r i s i n g again, which has been the source of constant anxiety i n 
places l i k e Pennsylvania where people l o s t r e a l l y good jobs and couldn't 
get other jobs paying at the same or b e t t e r wages. I t ' s an important 
t h i n g t o do. 

I w i l l do my best t o prote c t our investments i n education, 
i n the environment, i n the q u a l i t y and character of the Medicare and 
Medicaid programs. But make no mistake about i t : As we shrink 
government, u n t i l we balance the budget, there w i l l be even more r e l i a n c e 
on c i t i z e n servants t o meet the needs of the American people because we 
can't shrink from our challenges on the grounds t h a t we're s h r i n k i n g the 
d e f i c i t . 

There's an emerging consensus i n Washington, believe i t or 
not, across p a r t y l i n e s t h a t we ought to do more to help c h a r i t i e s and 
r e l i g i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n s and f a m i l i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s to step i n where 
government can't anymore or where i t shouldn't. I ' l l give you j u s t a few 
examples. Leaders i n both p a r t i e s , from Senator Joe Lieberman, a 
Democrat of Connecticut, to Senator Dan Coats, a Republican from Indiana, 
have proposed reforms t o encourage p r i v a t e c i t i z e n s t o assume 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s t h a t are not and cannot b e f u l f i l l e d by government 
agencies alone. For example, making sure every c h i l d has a l o v i n g home 
i s a n a t i o n a l p r i o r i t y . But government doesn't r a i s e c h i l d r e n , only good 
parents can do t h a t . That's why e a r l i e r t h i s week -- (applause) --
e a r l i e r t h i s week I urged Congress t o enact one of these b i p a r t i s a n 
proposals, a $5,000 tax c r e d i t t o help f a m i l i e s , working f a m i l i e s , adopt 
c h i l d r e n . (Applause.) 

And j u s t a few hours ago, that proposal passed w i t h an 
almost unanimous vote i n the House of Representatives. I t i s going t o 
become the law of the land. (Applause.) 

We created AmeriCorp_s, the n a t i o n a l service program, i n 
1993, so we could give our young people a chance t o earn t h e i r way 
through college by givi.ng something back t o t h e i r community and t h e i r 
country. Since t h a t time AmeriCorps has given more than 40,000 young 
people a l l across t h i s country a chance to serve, t o work with t r o u b l e d 
teenagers, immunize c h i l d r e n , help seniors who don't have enough support 
clean up the environment, do countless other t h i n g s . I have met so many 
of these young people around the country who t e l l me that the experience 
l i t e r a l l y changed t h e i r l i v e s , and t h e y ' l l never spend another year of 
t h e i r l i f e without t a k i n g some time t o r e b u i l d t h e i r community. That i s 
the kind of s p i r i t we need to create i n a l l of America. 

I want t o thank your former Senator, Harris Wofford, f o r 
agreeing to head the AmeriCorps program and f o r ensuring i t s 
c o n t i n u a t i o n . (Applause.) 

I want to thank our co n s t r u c t i v e l i k e Senator 

8 of 10 8/12/99 4:03 PM 



http://w\vw.pub. whitehouse.gov/uri-.../oma.eop.gov.us/1996/5/10/3.text. I 

Charles Grassley of Iowa, the Republican Senator from Iowa, who worked 
with Senator Wofford to strengthen the AmeriCorps program and t o preserve 
i t . 

Let me j u s t suggest three other things that we could do to 
get more young people involved. F i r s t , I've asked Congress t o increase 
funding f o r work-studv proqram.s f o r students so that we can have a 
m i l l i o n students earning t h e i r way through college by the year 2000. 
(Applause.) Today I'd l i k e t o ask Penn State and every other i n s t i t u t i o n 
of higher education i n the country to consider using more of t h i s money 
to promote service -- t o put thousands of college students to work i n 
community ser v i c e . I f i t ' s good f o r students to earn money by p u t t i n g 
books back i n l i b r a r y shelves or working i n the Dean's O f f i c e , surely i t 
makes sense f o r them to earn money helping teen mothers handle t h e i r 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , helping older people get around, helping young people 
to look t o a b r i g h t e r f u t u r e . (Applause.) 

Second, I challenge every high school i n America t o make 
service a pa r t of i t s basic e t h i c . Every high school student who can do 
so should do some community service. There are some schools, both p u b l i c 
and p r i v a t e , t h a t require community service as a part of t h e i r 
c urriculum. I say, good f o r them. Commitment t o community should be an 
e t h i c we l e a r n as possible so we carry i t throughout our l i v e s . 
(Applause.) —•-

And t h i r d , I challenge every community to help those high 
school students answer the c a l l of service. Today I'm prepared t o make 
an o f f e r and challenge any school d i s t r i c t or c i v i c o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the 
country to match i t : I f you w i l l r a i s e $500 to reward a high school 
student who has done s i g n i f i c a n t work to help your community, the fe d e r a l 
government w i l l match your $500 and help t h a t student go on to college. 
(Applause.) That would cost us, by the way, about $10 m i l l i o n i f every 
high school i n the country d i d i t . I t would be the best $10 m i l l i o n we 
ever spent. We would get hundreds of m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s -- of improved 
q u a l i t y of l i f e and service to people as a r e s u l t of i t . (Applause.) 

This f a l l I ' l l announce the winners of a nationwide 
competition t o i d e n t i f y schools t h a t have done the best job i n 
encouraging t h i s kind of service. Students at those schools w i l l become 
National Service Scholars. A year from now I want i t to be even bigger. 
I want every p r i n c i p a l i n America to be able t o stand up before a 
graduating class and announce the name of a National Service Scholar. We 
should make service to the community a part of every high school i n 
America and a part of l i f e of every dedicated c i t i z e n i n the United 
States. (Applause.) 

So, my f e l l o w Americans, i n s p i t e of a l l we have to do t o 
create more o p p o r t u n i t y , we also must f i n d a way to urge, c a j o l e , plead, 
generate, demand more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r ourselves, our f a m i l i e s , our 
communities and our country. 

This summer i n A t l a n t a we w i l l celebrate the centennial of 
the Modern Olympics. I t ' s a great honor to host those Olympics i n the 
United States. But I ask you to t h i n k when you see these young people 
come out about more than medals and who w i l l win and lose. The r e a l 
meaning of the Olympics i s what miracles happen t o people when they make 
a deep and profound commitment to take personal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r j u s t 
becoming the best t h a t they can be, and when they're w i l l i n g to work w i t h 
teammates t o make t h e i r common endeavors even greater. That i s the great 
strength of America. (Applause.) 

You know, the president mentioned e a r l i e r t h a t -- or maybe 
i.t was the chairman of your board -- about Pennsylvania's r o l e i n 
s t a r t i n g t h i s country. And I want you to t h i n k about t h i s as I close. 
Our founding f a t h e r s , who di d so much of t h e i r work r i g h t here i n 
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Pennsylvania, would not be surprised t h a t i n t h i s new era, with a l l of 
it.s p o s s i b i l i t i e s , there are s t i l l a l o t of tough problems. They were 
very smart. They knew there would never be a perf e c t problem-free time. 
They wouldn't be surprised at a l l . But they would be very surprised and 
b i t t e r l y disappointed i f we were t o give i n t o pessimism about these 
problems, deny t h e i r existence and walk away from them. They knew -- you 
can read i t i n the Fed e r a l i s t Papers, you can read i t i n the founding 
documents they knew th a t freedom requires r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and service 
f o r personal p r o s p e r i t y and f o r the common good. 

You graduates have been blessed with the r i c h e s t educational 
experience the world can o f f e r . As Americans, you've been blessed t o 
i n h e r i t the greatest country on Earth. Now you have to honor t h a t debt 
by asking yourselves, what do I want my country to be l i k e i n the 21st 
century and what am I prepared t o do to make i t a r e a l i t y ? 

I w i l l do a l l I can to give you the o p p o r t u n i t i e s to make 
the most of your l i v e s , but you must do a l l you can to assume 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r yourselves, your f a m i l i e s and your communities. I f 
you do t h a t , I believe your l i f e w i l l be a l o t happier and r i c h e r , and 
you w i l l s u r e l y make the 21st century America's greatest days. 

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless America. 
(Applause.) 
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