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November 16, 1999

President William JYefferson Chntos
The White House

Washington, D.C,

VIA FACSIMILE

Dear Mr President:

As the budget negotiations contini &, I want to lddreu an issue of great unportance

d to the Latino con rmunity we serve: the need for a change in the date
of registry,

_The date of rogistry is r lawful admissio e ;_
" residence in the U.S. This date has peciodically been adjusted forward with the last

sdjustment occurring in 1986. MiLLDEF belicves that changing the registry date is
the most efficient, cffective and just remedy for meny long-time residents and -
contributing members of our soc ety who are currently without legal status in this
country. In particular, late amnes1y applicants who have been in legal limbo for over
a decade will be well served by tt is change. .

The entire 350,000 late amnesty :lass members would benefil from a registry date
change. For. spproximately one-t 1ird of the members, a new registry date would be
the only remedy. .

Neither a filing fee nor the filiig of a new application will dissuade applicants.
Large murnsbers within our comm nity who are class members would plainly welcome
the apportusity to regularize thei - status, The prospect of re-filing another application
or the payment of another fee ar : 2 small price to pay to resolve a decade-long Walt
for legal status,

The lack of confidantiality of the registry processwillnot discourage applicants. The
-lack of confidentiality of a regis ry application will not discourage the vast majority
of aur community's applicaats. Furthermore, spplicants can choose to not apply for -
registry if they believe they will not be granted the status. We believe that the
majority of the affected class me mbers will come forward to finally claim legal status,
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" It is our sincere hope that, as diffic 1lt decisions are made in these final days of the
legislative session, this straight-fors -ard and long overdue change in the immigration

law will be given & high priority by your administration. :
. Sincerely,
: ANTONIA HERNANDEZ _
. PRESIDENT AND GENERAL COUNSEL
: (»2"%*73‘7@ (MM M‘?‘ '
[T - % )
Maria Echaveste

: Senator Tom Daschle
: Congressmean Richard Gephardt
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Dear Antonia:

Thank you for writing to express your views regarding the need to revise the current registry date. I
appreciate your insights, and [ have shared your correspondence with members of my staff in the
Domestic Policy Council.

dre Sxtice

Many people have spoken out regarding the critical situation of families who are late amnesty class

members, and [ agree that it is a matter of grave concern. That is why I asked the Department of
Justice to review the sjtuation and provide r&commendatlons for solutions. H'omﬁaéfter an

extensive review, POJ concluded that it @by Stfer any administrative relief to members of the late
amnesty group}sheﬂ?-arfa legislative change/ wt A L, . u.\rql )

Like you, I support legislation to revise the registry date to allow the legalization of long-term
migrants. The registry date was established in recognition that migrants who have resided in the U.S.
for a long period have developed substantial ties to this country including establishing families,
homes and their communities. The date has not changed since 1986 and needs revision. Revising the
registry date from 1972 to 1986 would not only provide humanitarian relief to many long-term
migrants, but also reduce or eliminate the need to continue litigating some of the large class actions
still lingering from the 1986 legalization program. I will work with the Congress to enact

this legislation to provide help for these families. As we move forward in this®

endeavor, | welcome your continued involvement on this matter.

Best regards.

Sincerely,



