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LOU WATERS, CNN ANCHOR: And now the vice president of the United States i n 
Los Angeles about t o o f f e r a wide-ranging package of proposals aimed at b r i n g i n g 
m i l l i o n s of uninsured Americans i n t o the h e a l t h care system and improving 
coverage f o r those already i n i t . 

(JOINED IN PROGRESS) 

ALBERT GORE, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: ... Daniel (ph) 
and Mary (ph) and Samuel (ph) a l i t t l e b i t e a r l i e r . Daniel's s t a r t i n g the n i n t h 
grade tomorrow i n a new school, and Mary i s i n the s i x t h grade, r i g h t ? S i x t h 
grade and on a d i f f e r e n t school year schedule. She s t a r t e d back i n Ju l y . And 
Samuel j u s t s t a r t e d the t h i r d grade, and we were hearing a l l about some of the 
kids i n h i s c l a s s . 

And t h e i r dad, Evelyn's (ph) husband Jose (ph), i s a s h i f t manager at a l o c a l 
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business, and they j u s t had some time o f f as a f a m i l y . He had t o be there on 
the j o b . And Evelyn i s t r a i n i n g t o get a b e t t e r j o b . This i s the k i n d of 
working f a m i l y t h a t represents the f u t u r e of the United States. 

I s i t back on now? I s t h a t one on? I s t h a t one on? There. That's why they 
have backups. 

(LAUGHTER) 

This f a m i l y i s the k i n d of working f a m i l i e s , I was j u s t saying, t h a t 
represents the f u t u r e of the United States of America. And the challenges t h a t 
Evelyn t o l d us about are the ones t h a t I'm going t o address i n t h i s speech here 
today. 

I want t o thank B i l l Nost (ph), the CEO of Children's H o s p i t a l who leads such 
t e r r i f i c work here. I'm honored t o have w i t h us today Congressman Xavier 
B i c e r r a i n whose d i s t r i c t we're located. And he's a champion of q u a l i t y h e a l t h 
care i n the Congress. Also Congresswomen Grace Napolitano who works w i t h me and 
others so c l o s e l y on these issues. 

I'm d e l i g h t e d t h a t Yvonne Burke (ph) and G l o r i a Malena (ph) and -- r i g h t over 
here -- and Zeb Y u r i s l a v s k i (ph) from the board of supervisors are here; my 
f r i e n d Rob Reiner who's been a champion f o r c h i l d r e n . A l o t of people who've 
worked on these issues are present. And I'm very pleased t o be here at 
Children's H o s p i t a l of Los Angeles which i s one of the f i n e s t h o s p i t a l s i n t h i s 
n a t i o n and a world resource f o r p e d i a t r i c care. I've read a l o t about the 
h i s t o r y of t h i s place, and I know t h a t you've come a long way since you were 
founded n e a r l y a century ago w i t h four beds i n a converted p r i v a t e home, and the 
expansion continues. I was reminded you're i n the middle of a c a p i t a l campaign, 
and I wish you the best of luck on t h a t . 

On one other personal note, I want to acknowledge a doctor here who helped t o 
t r e a t one of my c h i l d r e n , Evelyn, ten years ago back east at the Johns Hopkins 
Children's Center, Dr. Randall Wessel (ph). He made an enormous d i f f e r e n c e t o my 
f a m i l y , and you a l l are very lucky t o have him here. 

I'm here today t o discuss one of America's most urgent and c o n t i n u i n g 
challenges. For more than 50 years, we have been engaged i n a b a t t l e t o provide 
the k i n d of h e a l t h care a great n a t i o n owes i t ' s people. Now, a f t e r t h a t long 
century of e f f o r t , c o n f l i c t and concern, i t i s time t o move past t h e o r e t i c a l and 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l d i v i s i o n s , beyond a s t e r i l e debate about l a b e l s and a b s t r a c t i o n s , 
t o ask what we can do now t o take concrete, s p e c i f i c , r e a l i s t i c steps t o improve 
h e a l t h coverage f o r a l l of the American people. 

Today I'm proposing -- and w i t h your help, as president, I w i l l f i g h t f o r --
a series of steps t o do j u s t t h a t . We must and we can ensure a set of r i g h t s so 
t h a t a l l Americans can have h e a l t h coverage and a c t u a l l y get the care they are 
e n t i t l e d -- a l l Americans who have h e a l t h care coverage w i l l get the care they 
are e n t i t l e d too. 

We must and we can secure access to a f f o r d a b l e q u a l i t y h e a l t h care f o r every 
c h i l d i n the e n t i r e country by the year 2005. J o i n w i t h me and we w i l l do t h a t . 
We must and we can move toward access to a f f o r d a b l e , q u a l i t y h e a l t h care f o r 
every American f a m i l y . 



PageS 
CNN LIVE EVENT/SPECIAL, September 7, 1999 

(APPLAUSE) 

This i s a fundamentally d i f f e r e n t approach. We have a l l learned t h a t we 
cannot overhaul the system i n one f e l l swoop. Experience has taught us t h a t 
there i s a way t o keep what i s r i g h t while f i x i n g what i s wrong w i t h American 
h e a l t h care. 

The focus of my proposal i s h e a l t h care f o r working f a m i l i e s . I t w i l l put 
doctors and p a t i e n t s i n charge, not HMOs and insurance companies. 

(APPLAUSE) 

The steps t h a t I'm proposing here today w i l l guarantee access t o a f f o r d a b l e 
h e a l t h coverage f o r every c h i l d i n America and w i l l provide h e a l t h care options 
f o r m i l l i o n s more a d u l t s . But l e t me be cl e a r : We cannot r e s t u n t i l every 
s i n g l e American has a f f o r d a b l e h e a l t h coverage. 

The steps I am proposing represent the k i n d of change we need, the k i n d of 
change we can achieve, the k i n d of change t h a t works f o r working f a m i l i e s . I t ' s 
the k i n d of change th a t I have fought f o r a l l of my p u b l i c l i f e . I n the House 
and Senate, I fought f o r investments i n medical research t o unlock the deadly 
secrets of cancer, Alzheimer's, and AIDS. 

I n f a c t , e a r l i e r i n t h i s campaign, I l a i d out a comprehensive plan t o help us 
win the war against cancer. I n Congress, I l e d the f i g h t t o make i n f a n t formula 
safer, t o r e q u i r e warnings l a b e l about the dangers of alcoho l f o r pregnant 
women; I co-authored the N a t i o n a l Organ Transplant Act and worked to strengthen 
America's r u r a l h o s p i t a l s because I wanted to make sure t h a t a great h e a l t h care 
system l e f t no one behind. 

From tougher c i g a r e t t e warning l a b e l s and tough measure t o combat teen 
smoking, t o a crackdown on h e a l t h care fraud against seniors, f o r me, improving 
h e a l t h care f o r working f a m i l i e s has been c e n t r a l t o the changes t h a t our 
country needs. As vice p r e s i d e n t , I'm proud of the advances we've been able t o 
make, even i n the face of a Congress t h a t so o f t e n seems determined t o h o l d back 
change. 

Never f o r g e t when the G i n g r i c h Republicans took over Congress i n 1994, some 
believed t h a t we should j u s t f o l d our t e n t and cut and run. I be l i e v e we should 
stay and f i g h t . And we d i d . Together, we beat back the most damaging 
Republican cuts and the most damaging changes ever proposed i n Medicare and 
Medicaid. Together, we made sure t h a t Americans do not have t o go witho u t a 
doctor j u s t because they lose t h e i r jobs or change jobs. 

Together, we passed the l a r g e s t s i n g l e investment i n c h i l d r e n ' s h e a l t h i n an 
e n t i r e generation t o help s t a t e s provide h e a l t h coverage t o m i l l i o n s of 
uninsured c h i l d r e n . Together, we brought immunization rates t o an a l l - t i m e high 
and worked t o give our c h i l d r e n the cleanest, h e a l t h i e s t a i r and water i n a 
generation. These successes have taught us t h a t step-by-step change i s the path 
to progress. 

But as a n a t i o n , we cannot be s a t i s f i e d w i t h the progress we have made so 
f a r . I'm not s a t i s f i e d when I meet people l i k e 88-year-old Florence Sights (ph) 
of Manchester, New Hampshire, who I t a l k e d t o r e c e n t l y . She i s so hard-pressed 
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t o pay f o r her p r e s c r i p t i o n drugs, she t o l d me she s i t s up at n i g h t and worries, 
and then decides over and over again t o cut her dosages i n h a l f , gambling w i t h 
her h e a l t h j u s t t o save precious p i l l s and d o l l a r s . 

I see some of the doctors shaking t h e i r heads because you have p a t i e n t s t h a t 
do t h a t . You know t h a t people a l l over our country are forced by f i n a n c i a l 
circumstances t o do t h a t . 

I'm not s a t i s f i e d when a c h i l d ' s ear i n f e c t i o n goes untreated because the 
f a m i l y can't a f f o r d a doctor. That has, i n at l e a s t one case I know, l e d t o 
hearing loss so grave t h a t the c h i l d can b a r e l y hear her teacher's voice. 

I'm not s a t i s f i e d when Daniel d i d n ' t get the treatment r i g h t away t h a t he 
needed f o r h i s broken l e g . And I'm so glad t h a t he does have coverage now. And 
I'm c e r t a i n l y not s a t i s f i e d when l i f e or death medical decisions are made by HMO 
bureaucrats at the other end of the telephone l i n e . They are people... 

(APPLAUSE) 

They don't have a l i c e n s e t o p r a c t i c e medicine, and they don't have a r i g h t 
t o play God. 

(APPLAUSE) 

One h e a l t h p l a n even t r i e d r e c e n t l y t o t e l l i t s p a t i e n t s they had t o c a l l the 
HMO before c a l l i n g 911. What - - i t s h a l l remain nameless. What's next? Are you 
going t o have t o get p r i o r approval f o r a heart attack? You know, i t ' s c l e a r , 
when you have a medical emergency, you need an ambulance and not an accountant. 

A l l of us are too f a m i l i a r w i t h such f a l s e and dangerous answers on h e a l t h 
care, and i t ' s j u s t p l a i n wrong t o l e t the insurance i n d u s t r y determine your 
h e a l t h and w e l l b e i n g on a spreadsheet. I t ' s wrong, also t o r a i s e the 
e l i g i b i l i t y age f o r Medicare i n an e f f o r t t o save money at the expense of our 
seniors. That's changed a l l r i g h t , but i t ' s the wrong k i n d of change. 

Real step-by-step progress i s the r i g h t k i n d of change, the only t r u e course 
t o achieve the i d e a l expressed by President Kennedy e a r l y i n the f i g h t f o r what 
l a t e r become Medicare when he said, whenever the miracles of modern medicine are 
beyond the reach of any group of Americans f o r whatever reason, economic, 
geographic, occupational or other, we must f i n d a way t o meet t h e i r needs and 
f u l f i l l t h e i r hopes, f o r one t r u e measure of a n a t i o n i s i t s success i n 
f u l f i l l i n g the promise of a b e t t e r l i f e f o r each of i t s members. 

Today, I want t o propose ways t o help a l l our working f a m i l i e s reach t h a t 
b e t t e r l i f e . F i r s t and fundamentally, we w i l l w r i t e t h i s p r i n c i p l e i n t o law: 
Americans have the r i g h t t o have t h e i r medical decisions made by themselves and 
t h e i r doctors and not by those bureaucrats s i t t i n g behind a computer screen 
hundreds of miles away. 

(APPLAUSE) 

That's the f i r s t p r i n c i p l e . 
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(APPLAUSE) 

And we can achieve t h a t p r i n c i p l e . 

I w i l l lead the f i g h t f o r HMO reform i n t h i s country by passing a r e a l and 
enforceable p a t i e n t s ' b i l l of r i g h t s . I w i l l guarantee the r i g h t t o see a 
s p e c i a l i s t w i t h o u t pleading telephone c a l l s and endless appeals. I t w i l l 
guarantee the access t o an emergency room when you need i t and where you need 
i t . I t w i l l make sure doctors can t e l l p a t i e n t s a l l t h e i r options, not j u s t the 
cheapest ones. I t w i l l ensure t h a t pregnant women and cancer p a t i e n t s don't 
have t o change t h e i r doctors i n the middle of the treatment they're r e c e i v i n g . 
I t w i l l h o l d h e a l t h plans accountable f o r u n f a i r l y d e p r i v i n g p a t i e n t s of 
coverage. 

Our opponents claim, of course, t h a t they have a p a t i e n t s ' b i l l of r i g h t , 
too, but when you look c l o s e l y a t i t , i t ' s another one of those 
wonderfully-Republican ideas; i t j u s t happens t o leave out 100 m i l l i o n 
Americans, and i t doesn't even guarantee access t o a s p e c i a l i s t . That's not a 
b i l l of r i g h t s , i t ' s a b i l l o f goods. 

I t reminds me of an o l d s t o r y from Tennessee about the v e t e r i n a r i a n and the 
t a x i d e r m i s t who went i n t o business together and put a sign out i n f r o n t of t h e i r 
j o i n t establishment t h a t s a i d , e i t h e r way you get your dog back. 

(APPLAUSE) 

I t makes a d i f f e r e n c e . 

We need a r e a l p a t i e n t s ' b i l l of r i g h t s , and I w i l l not stop f i g h t i n g f o r i t 
u n t i l Congress stops g i v i n g i n t o s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s and passes i t i n t o law. 

Now, there -- there's some good HMO's, l e t ' s be candid, but there are also 
too many t h a t are t a k i n g advantage by c u t t i n g corners. Often when I'm out 
t a l k i n g t o people about t h i s problem today I t e l l the s t o r y t h a t some of you may 
have heard about the three neighbors who died and went t o heaven and they met 
St. Peter a t the gate. St. Peter asked the f i r s t one, what d i d you do on Earth, 
and she said, I was a doctor, I cured the si c k a l l my l i f e , and St. Peter said, 
w e l l , come on i n t o heaven. And he asked the second one, what d i d you do on 
Earth, and he said, I was a teacher, I taught c h i l d r e n a l l my l i f e . St. Peter 
said, by a l l means, come on i n t o heaven. And he asked the t h i r d one, what d i d 
you do on Earth, and the t h i r d one looked a l i t t l e sheepish and h e s i t a t e d and 
f i n a l l y looked up and said, I ran an HMO. So St. Peter paused and a f t e r a while 
he f i n a l l y said, w e l l come on i n , but you can only stay three days. 

(LAUGHTER) 

(APPLAUSE) 

Now, there i s a l o t more t h a t we have to do t o reform h e a l t h coverage f o r 
those who have i t today. Tipper and I have worked toward the day when mental 
i l l n e s s i s t r e a t e d j u s t l i k e any other i l l n e s s by every h e a l t h care plan i n 
America. That ought t o be guaranteed. I want t o make sure t h a t a p a t i e n t w i t h 
depression i s given access t o care on terms no d i f f e r e n t from a p a t i e n t who has 
diabetes, and I ' l l begin by improving mental h e a l t h services f o r those who 
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receive Medicaid. 

Next, as we r a i s e up the q u a l i t y of h e a l t h care, we have t o make sure t h a t 
every p a t i e n t i n America has c l e a r and accurate measures of a h e a l t h plan's 
q u a l i t y , b u i l d i n g on a p u b l i c - p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p t h a t I announced l a s t year and 
i t ' s now w e l l under way. I t ' s going t o produce some r e s u l t s t h a t w i l l be 
extremely valuable. And the reason they're needed i s t h a t too o f t e n we've 
seen cases where, f o r example, serious surgery i s performed unnecessarily, cases 
when the r i g h t medical procedures are not followed, when the r i g h t outcomes 
aren't even close t o being achieved. Right now, we have consumer r e p o r t s f o r 
everything from bread makers t o automobiles. We ought t o work t o provide 
measures of h e a l t h care q u a l i t y t o every f a m i l y and business i n America so t h a t 
competition can work t o improve q u a l i t y as w e l l as reduce cost. We must also 
ensure t h a t our newest medical breakthroughs do not compromise our olde s t 
values, e s p e c i a l l y the r i g h t t o pri v a c y . Just over the horizon l i e s a f u t u r e 
where we w i l l know the l o c a t i o n and makeup of every human gene. Some of these 
new advances are so s t a r t l i n g I don't t h i n k t h a t smart mouse i s going t o be 
smart enough t o know where they are, but a l l of the medical p r o f e s s i o n a l s are 
soon going t o know where a l l of the genes are located, and t h e y ' l l be able to 
unlock the deepest secrets of human disease. We have t o prepare f o r t h a t day, 
but many Americans are r i g h t f u l l y concerned r i g h t now t h a t t h i s could b r i n g 
t h r e a t s as w e l l as progress. 

Already, f o r example, too many women r i g h t now are a f r a i d t o get t e s t s t h a t 
would show t h e i r v u l n e r a b i l i t y t o breast cancer because they f e a r t h a t an 
insurance company or p o t e n t i a l employer would use the r e s u l t s t o d i s c r i m i n a t e 
against them. 

Genetic d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i s wrong, and i t should be i l l e g a l i n the United 
States of America. 

(APPLAUSE) 

I w i l l l ead the f i g h t t o outlaw i t once and f o r a l l . 

(APPLAUSE) 

At the same time, no one should decide not t o see a doctor because they are 
a f r a i d of who w i l l see t h e i r medical records, and every time you f i l l a 
p r e s c r i p t i o n you should -- your mailbox shouldn't f i l l up w i t h junk mail about 
your medical c o n d i t i o n . We must guarantee by law the r i g h t of every p a t i e n t t o 
keep h i s or her personal records p r i v a t e . 

At a time when our senior p o p u l a t i o n i s expected t o double i n the next 30 
years, we also need a new commitment t o the q u a l i t y of h e a l t h care f o r our 
seniors. As president, I w i l l f i g h t t o use the surplus t o keep Medicare solvent 
and t o make a f f o r d a b l e p r e s c r i p t i o n drugs a v a i l a b l e under Medicare. 

We also need t o pay a t t e n t i o n t o the need f o r improvements i n g e r i a t r i c care 
i n the c u r r i c u l u m of our medical schools. 

And where Medicare i s concerned, I want t o make sure t h a t America's 
h o s p i t a l s , academic h e a l t h centers, nursing homes, and home h e a l t h care centers 
have the resources they need f o r the v i t a l care t h a t they provide. 



Page 9 

CNN LIVE EVENT/SPECIAL, September 7, 1999 

And I w i l l f i g h t f o r new -- new help and new a f f o r d a b l e t a r g e t e d tax cuts t o 
ease the burden of p r o v i d i n g long-term care t o a loved one. There are m i l l i o n s 
of Americans who c a r r y a crushing burden. They're not represented here i n t h i s 
audience today because they're at home r i g h t now as the sole p r o v i d e r . Our 
n a t i o n needs t o recognize t h e i r s a c r i f i c e and respond to t h e i r needs. 

As we secure these p a t i e n t s ' r i g h t s I've been discussing, we must also 
empower every p a t i e n t and every p a t i e n t ' s f a m i l y t o be partners i n t a k i n g 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r assuring good h e a l t h and h i g h - q u a l i t y care. We w i l l 
e s t a b l i s h new p u b l i c - p r i v a t e partnerships t o expand access t o pr e v e n t i o n and 
wellness programs which w i l l save money and save l i v e s , and we w i l l work t o 
promote p r e v e n t i o n and wellness i n i t i a t i v e s i n the workplace. 

(BABY CRYING) 

Don't worry about t h a t . This i s a f a m i l y -- t h i s i s a working f a m i l y event. 
That's music. 

(LAUGHTER) 

Of course -- w e l l , one example of working t o prevent disease and promote 
wellness i n the workplace are employer-sponsored h e a l t h f a i r s and cancer 
screenings. There are many other examples t h a t I ' l l be discussing i n the f u t u r e 
as w e l l . 

Of course, we can work t o assure the highest q u a l i t y h e a l t h care i n the 
world, but i t s t i l l won't help working f a m i l i e s i f they can't a f f o r d the h e a l t h 
care. The uninsured see doctors less o f t e n , f i l l p r e s c r i p t i o n s less o f t e n and 
are f a r less l i k e l y t o have l i f e - s a v i n g mammograms and screening t e s t s , and t h i s 
i s not only wrong, we also pay a p r i c e f o r i t . Because when people are f o r c e d 
t o neglect t h e i r h e a l t h and a sudden i l l n e s s s t r i k e s , the care they f i n a l l y get 
costs f a r more and o f t e n does f a r less t o save t h e i r h e a l t h i n some cases t o 
save t h e i r l i v e s . 

We know a l o t about the more-than-43-million Americans who lack h e a l t h care 
coverage today. They are c h i l d r e n who are e l i g i b l e f o r Medicaid or f o r coverage 
under the new c h i l d r e n ' s h e a l t h i n i t i a t i v e but who are not e n r o l l e d i n i t today. 
They are c h i l d r e n who do not q u a l i f y f o r these programs but who also can't get 
access t o p r i v a t e insurance. They are the disabled or those w i t h cancer, those 
who have what the insurance companies c a l l " p r e e x i s t i n g c o n d i t i o n s , " who switch 
jobs and then f i n d t h a t the premiums are way too high f o r them t o a f f o r d 
insurance any more. They are l e g a l immigrants who are not informed about t h e i r 
e l i g i b i l i t y f o r coverage. They work f o r employers who e i t h e r can't a f f o r d t o 
provide coverage or who choose not t o provide coverage. 

And then, when the employees have t o f i n d coverage on t h e i r own, they f i n d 
they're p r i c e d out of the market. They are men and women who have r e t i r e d , or 
l o s t t h e i r jobs before they're o l d enough to be e l i g i b l e f o r Medicare. 

We know something else about the uninsured: Their numbers continue t o grow, 
about the m i l l i o n people per year over the course t h i s decade. So, we must 
redouble our commitment, as an American community, to b r i n g the uninsured i n t o 
our community of care. 



Page 10 
CNN LIVE EVENT/SPECIAL, September?, 1999 

That i s why, w i t h your help, as president, I w i l l lead the f i g h t t o move t h i s 
n a t i o n toward q u a l i t y , a f f o r d a b l e h e a l t h coverage f o r every f a m i l y . We w i l l 
begin w i t h the e a r l i e s t years, by extending access t o a f f o r d a b l e h e a l t h coverage 
to every American c h i l d . And l e t me be c r y s t a l c l e a r on t h i s p o i n t : I f you 
e l e c t me p r e s i d e n t , I w i l l ensure, t h a t by the year 2005, every s i n g l e c h i l d i n 
our country has f u l l access t o f u l l y a f f o r d a b l e h e a l t h care coverage. That i s a 
commitment t h a t I ' l l keep, t h a t we a l l must keep. 

I f you want a president who w i l l take the oath of o f f i c e on January 2 0th, 
2001 at high noon, committed heart and soul t o moving heaven and e a r t h t o 
achieving t h a t goal, then I ask f o r your support because I w i l l make i t happen. 

Now, we can b u i l d on the progress t h a t we have made by making sure t h a t each 
and every c h i l d , who i s already e l i g i b l e under the h i s t o r i c expansion t h a t ' s 
already been passed, i s reached. There are s t i l l four m i l l i o n uninsured 
c h i l d r e n e l i g i b l e f o r Medicaid who are not yet e n r o l l e d . And there are m i l l i o n s 
more e l i g i b l e under the c h i l d r e n ' s h e a l t h i n i t i a t i v e t h a t passed i n 1997, who 
have not yet been signed up. 

In some s t a t e s , Texas springs t o mind, one quarter of a l l c h i l d r e n are s t i l l 
out i n the co l d , i n s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t so many of them are e l i g i b l e f o r i t 
r i g h t now. That's unacceptable. We know t h a t uninsured c h i l d r e n are more 
l i k e l y t o be s i c k as newborns, and less l i k e l y t o be immunized as preschoolers. 
They're less l i k e l y t o get t r e a t e d f o r i l l n e s s e s l i k e asthma or t o o t h decay; 
less l i k e l y t o get the proper treatment f o r a broken l e g , because they don't 
have a r e g u l a r r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h a doctor who knows them and can communicate 
w i t h them. 

More than twice as many uninsured c h i l d r e n go a f u l l year, or more, with o u t 
ever seeing a doctor. That's why I ' l l f i g h t w i t h new i n c e n t i v e s f o r s t a t e s t o 
i d e n t i f y and e n r o l l uninsured c h i l d r e n , and new rewards f o r s t a t e s t h a t do a 
good jo b . 

F i g h t i n g f o r working f a m i l i e s means t a k i n g on those who are standing i n the 
way of the best i n t e r e s t s of those working f a m i l i e s . States who are not doing 
the j o b need t o be held accountable. As president, I w i l l h old them 
accountable, and make sure t h a t working f a m i l i e s get the h e a l t h care t o which 
they're e n t i t l e d . 

And then I w i l l propose t h a t every school, i n every school d i s t r i c t , be the 
focus of an unprecedented outreach and enrollment campaign. I w i l l propose t o 
expand our cu r r e n t c h i l d r e n ' s h e a l t h i n i t i a t i v e so t h a t f a m i l i e s earning up t o 
$41,000 per year, t h a t ' s 250 percent of poverty, w i l l be e l i g i b l e f o r the 
b e n e f i t s i t provides. 

Then, f o r c h i l d r e n and f a m i l i e s who s t i l l don't q u a l i f y f o r the c h i l d r e n ' s 
h e a l t h i n i t i a t i v e , and whose parents work f o r companies t h a t don't provide 
h e a l t h coverage, I propose t o l e t t h e i r f a m i l i e s buy i n t o t h i s i n i t i a t i v e and 
provide coverage f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n , whatever t h e i r income. 

And as we reach out t o every uninsured c h i l d , we cannot f o r g e t t h a t there are 
seven m i l l i o n uninsured parents whose c h i l d r e n are e l i g i b l e f o r coverage. 
Parents l i k e Evelyn and Jose Alvarado (ph), and a l l t h a t wonderful t a l k t h a t she 
gave about c a r i n g f o r her c h i l d r e n . She di d n ' t dwell on the f a c t t h a t she and 
her husband s t i l l don't have h e a l t h coverage. 
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As p r e s i d e n t , I w i l l o f f e r another new proposal: To empower s t a t e s t o expand 
coverage t o a l l parents whose c h i l d r e n are e l i g i b l e , e i t h e r f o r Medicaid, or f o r 
our c h i l d r e n ' s h e a l t h i n i t i a t i v e . 

Next we w i l l focus on the disabled who, too o f t e n , cannot r e t u r n t o the 
workplace because they cannot get a f f o r d a b l e h e a l t h care. And then they lose 
the h e a l t h care they get i f they do go i n t o the workplace. That needs t o 

change. And we w i l l focus on the f a s t e s t growing group of uninsured Americans, 
the near e l d e r l y . 

F i r s t , we should l e t people w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s keep Medicare or Medicaid when 
they r e t u r n t o the workplace. This change w i l l help people w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s 
p a r t i c i p a t e t o t h e i r f u l l p o t e n t i a l , and become a p a r t of the working American 
community. And we should enable a l l those between the ages of 55 and 6 5 t o buy 
i n t o Medicare e a r l y . 

I f we want t o break down the b a r r i e r s t o a f f o r d a b l e h e a l t h care, we must also 
address t h i s fundamental f a c t : One of the f a s t e s t growing sectors of our 
economy, small business, which has accounted f o r the vast m a j o r i t y of new jobs 
over these l a s t seven years, has become one of the hardest places f o r a working 
f a m i l y t o f i n d h e a l t h care. On average, small companies spend about three times 
as much of t h e i r t o t a l insurance costs on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e overhead as l a r g e 
companies do. No wonder t h a t workers i n small f i r m s make up almost h a l f of the 
working uninsured, even though they represent only 3 0 percent of the work f o r c e . 

My p l a n w i l l help small businesses band together t o neg o t i a t e f o r lower rates 
f o r t h e i r employees' coverage, and f o r businesses t h a t j o i n i n t h i s e f f o r t , my 
plan w i l l provide s p e c i a l tax b e n e f i t s and grants f o r the h e a l t h insurance 
p o l i c i e s t h a t they o f f e r t h e i r employees. I n t h i s way, we can expand access t o 
a f f o r d a b l e h e a l t h coverage without burdening small business. 

But we can't a f f o r d t o focus only on p r o v i d i n g coverage through employers. 
And we can't pretend t h a t mandating t h a t a l l employers take a p a r t i c u l a r 
approach doesn't have costs. We also have t o d i r e c t l y help i n d i v i d u a l s who do 
not p r e s e n t l y get coverage i n the workplace. And so, as president, I w i l l 
propose a major reform t o help them. A 25 percent refundable tax c r e d i t t o 
cover t h e i r costs f o r h e a l t h insurance. 

Today, bear i n mind, t h a t companies t h a t provide coverage get a tax break t o 
subsidize the h e a l t h insurance. But i n d i v i d u a l s , whose employers don't provide 
h e a l t h coverage, don't get any help. They're at a disadvantage, and t h a t ' s j u s t 
not f a i r , and we have t o change i t . I t ' s only e q u i t a b l e . 

We made one important change a few years ago when we passed the 
Kennedy-Cassenbaum (ph) law. I t helps provide -- i t helps Americans keep 
coverage when they change jobs, and i t l i m i t s r e s t r i c t i o n s based p r e e x i s t i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s . But, too o f t e n , people are s t i l l p r i c e d out of the market when they 
t r y t o exercise these new r i g h t s . As president, I w i l l work t o reform the 
i n d i v i d u a l insurance markets so t h a t i t becomes t r u l y a f f o r d a b l e f o r those who 
need t o buy i n t o i t . 

Taken together, these steps w i l l make h e a l t h care a f f o r d a b l e f o r m i l l i o n s of 
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Americans who cannot a f f o r d i t today. They w i l l move us toward the day when 
every American has access t o a f f o r d a b l e , q u a l i t y coverage. And, f o r those we 
have not yet reached, we need a strong s a f e t y net so nobody w i l l be l e f t w ithout 
care when they need care. 

My p l a n w i l l strengthen America's community h e a l t h centers and empower them 
to do t h i s j o b . And, as we expand other e f f o r t s t o cover c h i l d r e n , we w i l l f r e e 
up community h e a l t h centers t o focus on challenges l i k e p revention, immunization 
and outreach. My plan w i l l also in v e s t i n p u b l i c h o s p i t a l s , academic medical 
centers and other providers i n our most vulnerable communities. 

Now, l e t me be clear what I'm proposing today. As president, I w i l l commit 
our n a t i o n t o the goals of u n i v e r s a l r i g h t s f o r those who have h e a l t h coverage, 
u n i v e r s a l access f o r a l l American c h i l d r e n , and r e a l progress toward access to 
q u a l i t y , a f f o r d a b l e h e a l t h care f o r every American f a m i l y . 

My plan w i l l extend t h a t access to m i l l i o n s of Americans who do not have i t 
today, provide a strong s a f e t y net f o r others, and move us toward f u l l access. 
And i t w i l l do so by b u i l d i n g on the strengths of our e x i s t i n g h e a l t h care 
system, and m a i n t a i n i n g the s t r e n g t h of the American economy. 

I b e l i e v e t h a t every step we take as Americans must be f i s c a l l y responsible 
and economically sound. Every step we take must be consistent w i t h our 
commitment t o save Social S e c u r i t y and Medicare. And as we expand access t o the 
uninsured, we must not reduce coverage f o r those who already have i t today. We 
must r e l y on the s t r e n g t h of markets t o increase competition, r e s t r a i n costs, 
and, at the same time, improve q u a l i t y , while expanding choice f o r consumers. 
And we must squeeze out every l a s t dime of fr a u d and abuse so t h a t a l l t h a t 
money goes i n t o q u a l i t y care f o r working f a m i l i e s . 

Some w i l l argue t h a t g r e a t e r access to h e a l t h care i s a l u x u r y we can't 
a f f o r d . Even as they covet our record surplus f o r the s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s and 
propose t o blow i t on a r i s k y tax scheme t h a t would d r i v e us r i g h t back i n t o 
s p i r a l i n g f e d e r a l d e f i c i t s . For more than two decades, I have seen the s t r u g g l e 
between working f a m i l i e s and s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s : the tobacco lobby, the gun 
lobby, those who stood against the f a m i l y leave b i l l I co-sponsored i n the 
Senate. We've had t o f i g h t them a l l , and we're not about t o stop now. 

Others w i l l argue against reforming our h e a l t h care system c a r e f u l l y , 
r e a l i s t i c a l l y , and step by step. Some of them w i l l t e l l you t h a t the only 
acceptable answer i s a o n e - s i z e - f i t s - a l l s o l u t i o n . 

But I b e l i e v e Americans know b e t t e r . They know, you and I know, we need 
v i s i o n a r y but p r a c t i c a l change: change t h a t can be enacted i n t o law, change t h a t 
works f o r working f a m i l i e s , change t h a t meets t h e i r cares and concerns, t h a t 
respects the d i v e r s i t y of t h e i r h e a l t h care needs. Our cause i s working 
f a m i l i e s . And i n t h i s campaign and i n the years ahead, l e t ' s put t h e i r 
i n t e r e s t s f i r s t , ahead of the s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s , ahead of anything. 

This i s a unique moment f o r our n a t i o n , f o r our people. Our economy i s 
strong. Indeed, we are i n the midst of the longest p e r i o d of p r o s p e r i t y i n our 
peacetime h i s t o r y . But we know t h a t p r o s p e r i t y alone w i l l not meet the 
challenges t h a t we face i n American he a l t h care. And as Harry Truman reminded us 
when he began t h i s f i g h t 50 years ago, i n a time of p r o s p e r i t y , we can a f f o r d 
many t h i n g s , but i l l h e a l t h which can be prevented or cured i s one t h i n g we 
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cannot a f f o r d . 

We must use our p r o s p e r i t y now t o b r i n g new change to our h e a l t h care system, 
t o make our f a m i l i e s h e a l t h i e r and more hopeful f o r the new century ahead. 
That's the k i n d of change t h a t works f o r working f a m i l i e s , and t h a t ' s why I'm 
running f o r presid e n t of the United States. 

Thank you very much. Thank you f o r being here. 

WATERS: Vice president of the United States i n Los Angeles: ensuring r i g h t s 
f o r p a t i e n t s , expanding access t o prevention and wellness programs, making 
progress i n new research by p r o t e c t i n g p a t i e n t s , strengthening care f o r our 
nation's seniors and working towards the goal of ensuring a l l Americans have 
access t o q u a l i t y h e a l t h care coverage. A major p o l i c y speech on managed care 
f o l l o w i n g George Bush's education p o l i c y speech of l a s t Thursday. 

Senior CNN p o l i t i c a l a nalyst B i l l Schneider i n Washington, i s the Bush speech 
the reason why we're seeing the Gore speech today? We haven't seen A l Gore i n 
q u i t e some time. 

WILLIAM SCHNEIDER, CNN SR. POLITICAL ANALYST: No, we haven't. Bush, I t h i n k , 
got s p e c i f i c on h i s education p o l i c y , so Gore f e l t i t ' s time f o r him now t o get 
s p e c i f i c s so they can s t a r t t a l k i n g about issues and not j u s t r a i s i n g money a l l 
the time. 

WATERS: About t h i s issue: Are we about t o see the Harry and Louise 
commercials again, the B i l l C l i n t o n h e a l t h care experience w i t h h e a l t h care, and 
now the Gore proposals on h e a l t h care? I s there some reason why managed care i s 
a good issue f o r Gore? 

SCHNEIDER: Well, i t i s an important issue t o a l o t of Americans who are 
f e a r f u l about what t h e i r being forced i n t o managed care means. And we're already 
seeing an ad campaign: the A s s o c i a t i o n of American Health Plans and lobbying 
campaign by the United States Chamber of Commerce against the b i l l -- t h a t ' s a 
b i p a r t i s a n b i l l being proposed i n the House of Representatives, the s o - c a l l e d 
Norwood-Dingell b i l l -- t h a t the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the American Medical 
A s s o c i a t i o n support t h a t guarantees p a t i e n t s i n HMOs the r i g h t t o sue. 

Business groups and insurance groups claimed t h a t t h i s would increase costs 
and throw a l o t of people out of he a l t h insurance plans because they've become 
too expensive. 

There already i s a massive campaign going on now i n newspapers and on 
t e l e v i s i o n -- I t h i n k $5 m i l l i o n by the Association of American Health Plans --
to combat t h i s b i l l . I t ' s the same s t r a t e g y they used back i n 1993 against the 
C l i n t o n h e a l t h care plan. 

WATERS: And Gore d i d not mention anything about the l a w s u i t s against HMOs. 
Are we t o make anything of that? 

SCHNEIDER: Well, he d i d endorse the goals of u n i v e r s a l r i g h t s f o r those who 
already have h e a l t h care coverage. I t h i n k t h a t was a coded way of saying t h a t 
he supports the b i l l which the president has already endorsed, the b i p a r t i s a n 
b i l l t h a t ' s t r y i n g to get passed -- i t s sponsors are t r y i n g t o get i t passed by 
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the House of Representatives. But he di d n ' t go i n t o any d e t a i l about l a w s u i t s 
and those t e c h n i c a l i t i e s . Those are important. 

WATERS: Now, the Los Angeles l o c a t i o n f o r both of these major p o l i c y 
speeches: any s i g n i f i c a n c e there? 

SCHNEIDER: Absolutely. C a l i f o r n i a i s a s t a t e t h a t looks i n p l a y f o r the year 
2000. I t has the l a r g e s t cache of e l e c t o r a l votes -- 54 e l e c t o r a l votes. 
C l i n t o n c a r r i e d i t twice. Before t h a t , i t hadn't voted f o r a Democrat f o r 
president since 1964, and the Democrats have t o keep i t . 

Gore cannot win without C a l i f o r n i a , and the l a t e s t p o l l s from several sources 
i n C a l i f o r n i a show a very close race w i t h George Bush running j u s t a few p o i n t s 
ahead of A l Gore. I f the Democrats can't c a r r y C a l i f o r n i a , they cannot -- Gore 
cannot win the presidency. 

WATERS: And there i s another issue f o r A l Gore: He's lo o k i n g over h i s 
shoulder a t B i l l Bradley who's going t o be announcing tomorrow h i s candidacy. 
How i s t h a t p a r t of t h i s race shaping up? 

SCHNEIDER: Well, B i l l Bradley i s g i v i n g Gore a unexpectedly close race, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n New Hampshire, while Gore i s running ahead among Democrats 
n a t i o n a l l y . I n New Hampshire, where i t r e a l l y matters, the two are v i r t u a l l y 
neck-in-neck, according t o the l a t e s t p o l l by the "Boston Globe," and t h a t ' s a 
r e a l b i t of t r o u b l e f o r A l Gore because Bradley i s a l l set t o s p r i n g an upset. 
By the time i t happens f i v e months from now, i t might not be such an upset. 

But he might have a very t i g h t race f o r the Democratic nomination. And one 
of h i s problems i s t h a t a l o t of Democrats wonder i f Gore's a winner. He has 
been l o s i n g i n every p u b l i c o p i n i o n p o l l , among voters nationwide, t o George 
Bush f o r the l a s t year. And unless Gore can show t h a t he can gain some speed 
and catch up w i t h Vice President Bush, a l o t of Democrats are going t o say: Why 
should we vote f o r someone who looks l i k e a loser? 

WATER: A l l r i g h t , CNN senior p o l i t i c a l analyst W i l l i a m Schneider i n 
Washington. 
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