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House OKs Freedom Day 417-0 
Easy Senate passage seen of bill marking Cold War win 
By Robert Stacy McCain 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

The House yesterday celebrated 
the 10th anniversary of the fall of 
the Berlin Wall by declaring Nov. 9 
Freedom Day, an annual com­
memoration of the fight against So -
viet communism. 

The resolution calling "free­
dom's victory in the Cold War . . . 
the crowning achievement of the 
free world's long 20th century 
struggle against totalitarianism" 
was introduced by Rep. Christo­
pher Cox, California Republican, 
and passed by a vote of 417-0. 

"It's important not only to re­
member the sacrifices and cele­
brate the victory," Mr. Cox said, 
"but also to educate each new gen­
eration of Americans" about the 
struggle against communism. 

"The establishment of Freedom 
Day will institutionalize that pro­

cess," he said. 
There is a "good chance" the 

Senate will pass the Freedom Day 
resolution today, said Dan Ger-
stein, an aide to Sen. Joseph I . 
Lieberman, Connecticut Demo­
crat, the measure's Senate sponsor. 

"Given the strong bipartisan 
support it received in the House, 
we can't imagine we would run 
into any resistance in the Senate," 
Mr. Gerstein said. 

The memory of the Cold War — 
what President Kennedy called 
America's "long twilight struggle" 
against a Soviet regime that Pres­
ident Reagan later called "the evil 
empire" is in danger of being 
lost, Mr. Cox noted. 

"Many of today's college stu­
dents do not know . . . the leaders 
of the freedom movement who 
risked their lives," he said, naming 
such figures as Russian dissident 
Alexander Solzhenitzyn, Polish la­

bor leader Lech Walesa and Czech 
playwright Vaclav Havel. 

"There was a very real struggle 
to win the Cold War," Mr. Cox said. 
"Freedom's victory was not inevi­
table. It took great statesmanship 
for President Reagan, for example, 
to recognize dissidents in the cap­
tive nations." 

Mr. Cox and Mr. Lieberman 
credited the idea for Freedom Day 
to Ben Wattenberg, senior fellow at 
the American Enterprise Institute. 

Mr. Wattenberg first suggested 
a day to commemorate the end of 
the Cold War in a 1991 syndicated 
column. He most recently advo­
cated Freedom Day last week in a 
column in The Washington Times. 

Opposition to Soviet imperial­
ism "was an all-American, bi­
partisan kind of thing," said Mr. 
Wattenberg, who served in the ad­
ministrations of Presidents John­
son, Reagan and Bush. 



Sent b y : f i E I Nov-11-99 01 :41pn f r o n 202 862 5821*202 f l D D _ ^ ^ _ 

BEN WATTENBERG 

imprisontd 

goversmeftM 

rictu* 
not #a #v#nt. 

!B 
itati. 
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106TH CONGRESS 
18T SESSION H. CON. RES. 223 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
Whereas on November 9, 1989, the Berlin Wall was torn 

down by those whom it had imprisoned; 

Whereas the fall of the Berlin Wall has become the pre-

eminenl symbol of the end of the Cold War; 

Whereas the Cold War, at its essence, was a struggle for 

human freedom; 
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Whereas the end of the Cold War was brought a,bout in large 

measure by the dedication, sacrifice, and discipline of 

Americans and many other peoples around the world 

united in their opposition to Soviet Communism; 

Whereas freedom's victory in the Cold War against Soviet 

Communism is the crowning achievement of the free 

world's long 20th century struggle against totali­

tarianism; and 

Whereas it is highly appropriate to remind Americans, par­

ticularly those in their formal educational years, that 

America paid the price and bore the burden to ensure the 

sui-vival of liberty on this planet: Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved by the House of Representatives (tlie Senate 

2 concurring), That it is the sense of the Congress thatD 

3 (1) a Freedom Day should be celebrated each 

4 year in the United States; and 

5 (2) the United States should join with other na-

6 tions, specifically including those which liberated 

7 themselves to help end the Cold War, to establish a 

8 global holiday called Freedom Day. 

Passed the House of Representatives November 9, 

1999, 
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