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Breazell’s Heresy

A funny thing happened on the way
to Willie Breuzell's demise. As we re-
ported earlier, Mr. Breazell found him-
self sacked as head of the NAACP's
Colorado Springs chapter after he
wrote a column in favor of school
choice. But Mr, Breazell did not disap-
pear. At a time when Presidential can-
didates Bill Bradley and Al Gore have
both sworn eternal opposition to
vouchers, his case has helped ignite a
debate among African-Americans
about just how well the Democratic
Party and liberal groups such as the
NAACP really do
represent their in-
terests these days.

Since his resig-
nation last month,
Mr. Breazell says
he's heard from a
number of people
who “wonder why
too many black and
Hispanic leaders
don't trust parents
to make good deci-
sions for their own
children.” Former
Atlanta Mayor Andrew Young, Mr.
Breazell notes, has himself come out
for school choice as well, recently
telling an NAACP dinner that “if
you're in an underachieving school,
then you have a right to seek a voucher
to go to a school where you can be
guaranteed some level of achieve-
ment.” And vouchers aren’t the only
problem. As we report above, the Jus-
tice Department has been harassing
charter schools whose only crime ap-
pears to be that they might actually
improve educational opportunities for
minority students.

This may help explain the re-think-
ing we're seeing at the Urban League,
which has also softened its opposition
to choice. Indeed, the League's
Greater Miami chapter now opposes a
lawsuit filed by the Florida branch of
the NAACP against the state's new
voucher program. Hugh Price, the Ur-
ban League's president, recently
warned public educators not to take
the support of black parents for
granted. Mr. Price suggested that "we
can use public support for vouchers to
flog teachers wunions and public
schools” to improve schools.

As for Mr. Breazell, next month he
will lead a delegation of Colorado par-
ents to Milwaukee for a firsthand look
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Willie Breazell
Cross the NAACP
on schoul choice

at the success of that city’s nine-year-
old school choice program. Among the
people he hopes to meet is Mikel Holt.
editor of the Milwaukee Community
Journal, Wisconsin's largest black
newspaper. In “Not Yet Free at Last.”
just released by the Institute for Con-
temporary Studies, Mr. Holt argues
that school choice has become the new
civil rights movement. Though Mr.
Holt is no conservative, the accusa-
tions that many traditional civil-rights
groups no longer serve the real con-
cerns of minority parents are bound to
be most discomfiting to liberals, black
as well as white.

Indeed, “Not Yet Free At Last” ac-
cuses the American Left of “covertly
pulling the strings” of many civil
rights groups and being “quick to
chastise and slander any black leader
who veers from the party line.” Mr.
Holt recounts a conversation he had
with Roger Quindel, a leftist Milwau-
kee County supervisor. “It's obvious
you're confused, and you apparently
don't know what you're involved in,”
Mr. Holt quotes Mr. Quindel as telling
him. "You need to come aboard; we
know what's best for y'all.”

“History has shown,” Mr. Holt
writes, “that when a black organiza-
tion comes under the philosophical
control of whites, the black voice is
muted or misinterpreted.” The “ulti-
mate example of this double-bind,” he
says, "is the NAACP's recent associa-
tion with the People for the American
Way, an organization founded by Nor-
man Lear and other Hollywood play-
ers that espouses the liberal/mission-
ary agenda.” Though People for the
American Way intervened on the side
of teachers unions this year in Milwau-
kee's school board election, local vot-
ers instead overwhelmingly elected a
pro-school choice majority.

Milwaukee's experience shows that
after choice is successfully tried out in
one school district, it soon becomes ac-
cepted and supported by parents.
That's why the kind of paternalistic
groups that Mr. Holt indicts in his
book—those like the NAACP whose
leadership has no place for the Willie
Breazells of America—vigorously op-
pose any experiment that would ex-
pand vouchers. The good news is that
increasingly these opponents of choice
are finding themselves discredited by
the very people whose interests they
claim to champion.
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WALL STREET Dow Jones industrial average jumps
88.65 points to 10.204.93; Nasdaq index slips 0.97 pownts (o
2A83.15; )0-year Treasury bond yreld rises 10 6.35%. 1.4B.
» USA TODAY Internet 100 climbs | 84 polnts to 98.18. 4B,
» Japan's Nikkei average 18 up 249 powts to 17.503 midday,
yen 18 105.28 per dollar Hong Kong's Hang Seng index 13 up
248 potnts to 12,382 earty today.

STARR REBUTTAL: Attacks on new Shitewater In-
dependent counsel deserve “Sharp
and immediate condemnation.” say's
Ken Starr, left, the man who for.
merly heid the job 2A

» Conversation with Starr. i9A

SCHOOL SHOOTING: col-
umbine High shooting vicims’ fam.
; ilies and parents of one killer say
they plan to sue county sheriff, the
schooi district or both. JA

NEW COIN: Us. Mint unveils
dollar coin today fenturing portrait
of Sacagawea. Indian guide lo ex-
plorers Lewns and GQark. 1A

r

CAMPAIGN FINANCE: Senate fails to get votes to
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brook, president of Public Citizen 18A
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1 ook at statistics that shape the nation

Minorities are most uninsured
shows. Percentage of racial and ethnic
groups who are uninsured:

21%
Asans

12%
Non-

Martha Stewart's
Ingredients for success

Publisting

» Two magazines, Martha
Stewart Lrving and Martha
Stewart Weddings, that logeth-
er reach about 8.9 million read-
ers a month

» 27 how-o books, which have
sold 8.3 million coples

» Syndicated newspaper col-
umn reachung 43 rmullion read-
ers a week

Tiradio

» Weekly segment on CBS This
Moming and Emmy Award-
winnung Martha Stewart Liv
g TV program tha! alrs six
episodes a week on affiliates of
the four major networks

» From Martha's Kitchen, a
cable TV program

» Radio show lhat aurs five

days a week on 270 stahons and
reaches about 1.5 muilion listen-
ers a weekday

Cypertpace

» www.marthastewart.com

» Online Martha by Mail store
with more than 730 products

Morchandising

» Retall partoerships with
frms such as Kmart ang Seary
» Direct-mail calalog, Martha
by Mail that offers 400 prod-
ucts per catalog

almost hear

| the queen of

graCIous I.vmg
utter it's'a good -

-thing’ after her -

company-went .
public Tuesday

-and struck stock
- market gold ..

Praw by € pears ke arrert DhOR T O Kewn Aucren, 34 FOGAY

By Gary Strauss
i USA TODAY

Martha Siewart, the queen of life-
style advice, was crowned oae of
the worid's wealthlest women on-

esday.
Al least on paper.

Her huge stake in Martha Stewart
* Uwving Ommmedia i3 worta adout
$1.2 million after Tuesday’s inital
publc stock offering. Priced at $18,
the stock quickly soared (o $52 be-
tore profitdaking

COVER cut it to $35%c
STORY propetied Sievan
propelied Stewart
into tbe weaith
elile. Her personal net worth was
estimated a! $250 million before the
IPO. She's now one of the nchest fe-
male self-nade entrepreneurs, easi-
y ecupsmg television talk show host

Oprah W

"It feels mL sald a euphoric
Stewart, who dashed from he New
York Stock Exchange after nnging
the opening bell to television in-

bek Stewart
af the New York Stock
Exchange Tuesday

ferviews before being lnundated
with scores of telephone calls from reporters, Inends and
wel)-wishers “If really shows (hal people aren’t just happy
with our products but the company as well.”

One almost expected Stewart to utter “It's a good thung,”
a motto familiar o miflions of her avid followers.

Stewart's career as an advice maven and lfestyle guru
began nearly 20 years ago, after she abandoned & success-
ful career as a stockbroker to open a catering business and
later serve as editor of House Beautiful Stewart's 1981
book Entertaining was the &rst of many how-o books on
gracious living, hosting, cooking and gardening. Since
then, Stewnart has aggressively turned herself inio a media
baron with Martha Stewart Lrving magazine, tejevision
and radio shows, a syndicated newspaper column and [o-

Please see COVER STORY next page P
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FBI: Militias
a threat at
millennium

By Kevin Johnson
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — With
some extremists attaching
spocalyptic significance to the
new milllennium, the FB! 8
quietly wamning local potice
about possibie threats posed by
and-government mulitias and
hate organzatons.

The campaign includes the
national distribution of a report
Htled Project Megiddo In
which federal authorities as-
sess threats posed by hate
groups and explain the signif-
icance of biblical references
the groups use {0 discusy Y2K.

The project, which is named
for an ancient battleground in
lsrael associated with Arma-
geddon, will be the centerpiece
of an FBI seminar this month
before the [niernational Assoct-
ation of Chiefs of Police o
Chariotte, N.C.

Uniike the rest of the meet-
Ing. the seminar will be closed
1o the public, a sign of how sen-
sittve the subject of militias has
become. .

One workshop is titled “Mi-
lennium, milittas, and may-
hem: what (0 expect in the
coming year.”

A senlor government official
sald the 40page report was
meanl 10 heighlen awdreness
ammong local pouce Jepart-
ments [0 the possibility thal mi-
Lnas rmght use the oew rmullen-
njum as an opportunity (0
tnitiale acts of violence or gen-
eral disrupdon.

The FB! has wged police to
be alert to changes o behavior
of known miluas and cuit
groups and (o the possible
stockpuling of weapons.

Anu-government groups.
parucuiarly the loose nerwork
of mulilas, drew considerable
aftenlion after the Oklahoma
City bombing in 1995, which
killed 168 people.

Convicted terrorist Timothy
McVeigh and his accompice,
Terry Nichols, shared the anu-
goveromend views of mikua or-
ganizatons, and Nichols al-
tended muitta

E-mail use
may force
Postal
Service cuts

By Mixe Snider
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Compedti-
tion from online transactions
could (hreaten the U.S. Postal
Service's abllity to provide uni-
versal service, according to
governroent research (0 be re-
leased at A congressional bear-
ing Thursday.

More bills are being ent and
pald electronically over the In-
ternet. Such e-payment compe-
tijon. as wel as that from mall
parcel companies, Is expected
lo cause an “upprecedented”
drop 1o frst<iacs mail begm-
ning in 2003.

A copy of the Government
Accounting Office findingy was
obtained by USA TODAY.

The market stult could cost
the Postal Service $17 billioa in
revenue over the next decade;
11 aughl luve (o Close some of
its 38 vl pust unces of reduce
bours. Owher possibitities: high-
er rates wilh premuum charges
for remote desnnanons.

“The GAO's testimony paints
a pretty disturbing picture.
They evea describe !t as an ead
of ap era for the Postal Ser-
vice.” says Rep, Joho McHugh,
R-NY. charman of the sub-
comminee expected 1o hear
the lesumony Thursday.

The Postal Service 1s expect-
ed to have record revenue of
just more than $62 bilboa for
the fiscal year that ended Sepl
30. Net income 15 expected (o
be about $200 million.

Firstclass mail volume s
predicted 10 peak in 2002 and
then decline at an annual raie
of 2.5% trom 2003 0 2008

G bulls,

According (o the Soulhern
Poverty Law Ceater. the muliia
movement reached It5 peak in
1996, when there were 858
such organizafions across e
caunay. By last year, (here
were 435,

What concerns officials now,
however, is the possibility that
extreme members of miliias
migh! undertake mussions of
theur own.

They cite as an example Bu-
ford Furrow, who belonged to a
wlste supremacist group and is
accused of kulng 8 mai cam-
er and shooling six people at a
Jewish community ceater o
Los Angeles this

and paymenss sent by “snau
mail” will drop as electromc
payments rise. Simularly, more
advertisers will Lake Lheir busi-
ness to the Net

Priority Mail and Parcel
Post deuvenes could ncrease
as “consumers embrace elec-
onic commerce and more
packages are shipped by In-
ternet retalers,” (he tesumoay
says But tie overal declining
revenue could “create financial
and performance challenges™
and make it difficuit 0 maw-
(aw service.

Postmaster General Willlam
1. Henderson's office declined
C on the

Rescued South Pole doctor says her ‘spirit is strong’

Cancer is now confirmed; friends say she continued treating others while awaiting airlift

By Jack Willlams
USA TODAY

The doctor who was fSown
out of Antarcica afier she
found a lump in her breast con-
firmed Tuesday that she does
have breast cancer and will un.
dergo reatment

In an e-mail stalement to the

ful for the many people who
have helped make my home-
coming possibte.”

Nielsen, 47, of Youngstown,
Ohlo, discovered the lump In
ber breast in June but could not
leave Antarctica until last Sat-
urday when (emperatures rose
to minus 38 degrees. hgh
enou&n for a plane 10 land.

National Scence F
which runs the South Pole re-
search station Where she was
working, Jerri Nletsen thanked
her colleagues and the public
for “thelr encouragement and
best wishes during my ordeal”
Tty good (o be back with my
tamily and frtends \n the Unit-
ed Siates.” she said from an ug-
disclosed location. 1 am grate-

of rescue was
dmmanc and emoticnal as a
C-130 arrived in the severe
South Pole weather.

“We were shocked when
without warning we heard the
distinct sound of props in re-
verse, a roar much louder than
the blowing wind." recalled
Joel Michaiski, a scientist at the
pole, in an equail report and

Nisiserc Found ump in breast

weekly Internet report from
the pole.

“lmmediately, everyone real-

ized the plane had landed! We
started cheenng, clapping and

tyowing our hands in the aur!

Colieagues desctibe Nielsen
as calm and resolute during the
icy months before the rescue.
Nielsen “maintained a sense of
normalcy apd energy,” Michal-
ski said

Nieisen treated berself with
medical supplies dropped (o
ber i July. She began chemo-
(herapy, performed her own bi-
opsy and e-malled pholographs
of sude samples of the tumor (o
doctors in the USA.

Al the same time, “people
who needed medical aftenuon
stll felt cornfortable.” Michal-
siki wrote. “She treated anmyone's
problems as if it were the most
important tssue of the mo-
ment” Research team mem-

bers who spend the polar win-
ter \n Anlarcuca “share deep,
emouonally commufied friend-
stups,” Michaiski added.

“Now we hape the emotional
support Which we provided Lo
Dr. Nielsen ang each other will
be followed by excellemt and
successful medical trearment
for Dr. Nielsen ™

ln her Salervent Tuesday,
Nieisen once again requested
privacy. “The diagnosis of
breast cancer has been oD~
firmed and | will undergo treal-
ment,” she said.

“My spint is strong.”

More information s avall-
able on the Web &l hitp.//
www.ysatoday.com/weather/
poielife.htm




@V E T WHY VOUCHERS WON’T WORK
\JW i Max 17i 1999

All parents should have high-quality choices for the education of their children. A wide variety of
options can help all students achieve to high standards and can promote family involvement in education.
However, private school vouchers — which spend taxpayer dollars without improving the public schools — are
not part of any constructive school choice proposal. At a time when the public is demanding better
schools, more accountability and higher standards for a/l students, voucher programs would take
public education in the opposite direction.

» Youchers undermine public education. Vouchers offer a quick fix for a few students without
helping to improve the public schools that serve the vast majority of America’s students. Public schools
serve about 46 million students today, while private schools serve only 6 million students. Qur nation’s
taxpayers cannot afford to pay private school tuition for all public school students, and private schools do not
have the capacity to serve all students. According to a California study, less than one percent of the public
school students in that state could expect to find spaces in existing private schools. [Corwin and Dianda, “What Can
We Really Expect from Large-Scale Voucher Programs,” Phi Delta Kappan, 1993.] Any serious attempt to improve
educational options for all students must work through the public schools.

Vouchers siphon scarce resources from the public schools, while the demands on the public schools are
constantly increasing; enrollments are rising and more students are coming to school each year with serious
educational disadvantages including poverty, limited English proficiency, learning disabilities, and non-
traditional family situations. For example, the voucher program in Milwaukee cost the public school district $22
million in taxpayer dollars this year.

Public schools are a fundamental institution in our democracy, and they are one of the only remaining
sources of community in our increasingly individualistic society. Public schools do not just serve the public,
they create the public by teaching children important lessons about both the commonality and diversity of
American culture. The “common school” concept upon which our public school system is built has made
quality public education and hard work the open door to American success and good citizenship and the
American way to achievement and freedom.

« Private Schools are not accountable to the public. The lack of public accountability has

already caused problems in two publicly funded voucher programs. Cleveland’s voucher program ran 41
percent over budget last year, and it was accused of misspending $1.9 million state tax dollars — the

majority of these funds were used to pay for taxis instead of school buses to transport children to school. [Plain
Dealer, 3/28/98]

In Milwaukee, three voucher schools closed in the middle of the 1995-96 school year amidst controversies
over fraud and mismanagement. This past school year—the first in which religious schools were allowed to
participate in the Milwaukee voucher program—as many as one-third of the voucher schools either failed to
submit random selection plans at all, or filed plans that violated or appeared to violate the random
selection guidelines, including some that discriminated on the basis of religion, academic background, or other
factors. [People for the American Way, Milwaukee Religious School Flout State Voucher Law, 5/6/99).

o There is no clear evidence that vouchers will improve student achievement. The
second year study of the Cleveland voucher program found no significant differences between the
achievement of voucher students and their public school counterparts in reading, mathematics, social studies or
the full battery, after controlling for background characteristics including prior achievement. Further, voucher
students who attended newly created private schools scored significantly lower than their public school
counterparts. [Metcalf, Evaluation of the Cleveland Scholarship Program: Second Year Report, 1998]



A recent study of the Milwaukee School Choice Program by Cecilia Rouse of Princeton University, found that
students in public schools with small class sizes and additional state funding experienced significantly faster
reading score gains than students who attended other public schools or private schools through the
program. Students in public schools with small class sizes and additional state funding had the same test score

gains in math as students who attended private schools through the program. [Rouse, Schoois and Student Achievement:
More Evidence from the Milwaukee Parental Choice program, 1998.]

Much of the difference in performance between public and private schools can be explained by the family
background of the students. Students in private church-related schools are at least two-thirds more likely to
come from high-income families (top fifth of families) than students in public schools. [Current Population Survey,
1994] Some private school administrators have acknowledged that selective admissions policies contribute to their
success. “We’ve learned that if you don’t have control over admissions, you don’t have control over your
product,” said John Holmes, director of government affairs for the 3,500-member Association of Christian
Schools International. [Wall Street Journal, 1/26/99]

Private schools, not parents, are the ones who do the choosing. Private schools often send

back to the public schools the students who are most difficult to educate — students with disabilities, limited
English proficiency, or discipline problems. For example, forty percent of children eligible for vouchers
through the Milwaukee program were rejected for admission by all 102 participating private schools, and
80 percent of all voucher students attended just three private schools. [Worker’s World, 12/03/99]

In a 1998 survey of private schools in 22 urban areas nationwide, only 15 to 31 percent of private schools
reported that they would participate in a voucher program if they were required to accept students with special

needs such as learning disabilities, limited English proficiency or low achievement. [U.S. Department of Education,
1998]

Vouchers do not benefit the students who need the most help. The two publicly funded
voucher programs in the U.S. both provide vouchers to a number of students who were already attending
private schools. In Milwaukee, more than one-third of the students who receive vouchers — 2,250 of the 6,200
students — attended private school before they joined the voucher program. [Houston Chronicle, 3/28/99) More than
1,000 of the 4,000 students who receive vouchers through Cleveland’s program previously attended private
schools. In addition, Cleveland’s voucher program has no income cap for eligibility; some 30 families with
yearly incomes between $50,000 and $90,000 have received vouchers. [EdWeek, 1/20/99]

Voucher programs often cover only part of the cost of private school tuition, requiring families to make a
substantial contribution in order to benefit from vouchers. As many as 46 percent of students dropped out
of the Milwaukee voucher program in the first year, and 28 percent dropped out in the fifth year, reporting that
the $3,600 voucher was not sufficient to cover hidden costs such as registration fees, books, uniforms and
transportation.

Even when restricted to low-income families, voucher programs skim the students with the most
advantaged backgrounds relative to others who are eligible — students who previously attended private
schools, students with higher incomes, and students with more highly educated parents. A study of the privately
funded voucher program in San Antonio reported that mothers of low-income voucher students were three times
more likely to have had some college education than mothers of comparable public school students (55% vs.
19%). [Martinez, The Consequences of School Choice: Who Leaves and Who Stays in the Inner City, 1995]

Private schools would have to compromise their independence to receive public

funds. Receiving taxpayer dollars carries with it certain responsibilities and obligations, and private schools
may not be willing to accept the oversight that is necessary to ensure that federal funding is not being misspent.
For example, 64 private schools in Miami have signed a letter stating that they will not participate in the
recently passed state-wide voucher program, because they do not want to sacrifice their independence. [Miami




Herald, 4/25/99]

Common private school practices such as selective admissions and religious education could be restricted
under privately funded voucher programs. About 90 percent of the nation’s 26,000 private schools claim a
religious identity, and Joseph McTighe of the Council of American Private Education stated, “Many religious
classrooms — Catholic, Protestant and Jewish — are designed to marry the sacred and the secular,” and, “these
schools don 't want to compromise the purpose for which they exist. " [Wall Street Journal, 1/26/99)

A 1998 survey of private schools in 22 urban areas nationwide found that 86 percent of religious schools
surveyed would not participate in a voucher program that allowed exceptions from religious instruction
or activities, and one-third to one-half would not participate if they had to accept randomly assigned transfer
students from the public schools. [U.S. Department of Education, 1998]




Despite the 760 Federal programs dealing with education, educational achievement has
stagnated over the past 20 years. Why create even more education programs?

e The number “760” has little merit in any discussion about the effectiveness of the Federal
role in education. The vast majority of the programs included in this figure are programs
created for narrow, specific purposes -- such as boating safety or health manpower —
completely unrelated to improving our Nation's overall education system.

¢ Virtually every budget submitted by President Clinton has included significant numbers of
recommended program eliminations and consolidations, and we have succeeded in
eliminating more than 60 programs over the past six years.

e However, the President's new initiatives are necessary to respond to critical national priorities
and needs such as literacy, accountability, school construction, and access to college.



Cleveland Voucher Program

Is Blocked at Start of School

By PAM BELLUCK

CHICAGO, Aug. 24 — One day be-
fore the start of the school year in
Cleveland, a Federal judge issued an
injunction today blocking the city's
four-year-old voucher program, pre-
venting several thousand children
from attending private and parochial
schools at taxpayer expense.

In his decision, Judge Solomon Oli-
ver Jr. of Federal District Court in
Cleveland said there was probable
cause to believe that the school

“voucher program violated the consti-
tutional separation of church and
state. Noting that the vast majority
of the private schools in the program
were religious schools, the judge de-
clared that “‘the Cleveland program
has the primary effect of advancing
religion.”

In his decision today, Judge Oliver
said he was blocking the voucher
program until he had time to consid-

. er a lawsuit challenging its constitu-
tionality, but he also said there was
no substantial possibility” that he
would ultimately rule in favor of the
program.

The decision is expected to be

"closely watched around the country
as cities, including New York, face
calls from advocates of school choice
to use public money to send children
to private schools.

The decision could also influence a
challenge in Florida courts to the
nation's first statewide voucher pro-
gram, which began this year. Some
of the same plaintiffs who sued to
block Cleveland’'s program are in-
volved in that chailenge.

Judge Oliver's decision is only the
second time a Federal court has
ruled on the issue of vouchers, legal
experts said. The first was a ruling
- earlier this year that denied a re-
" quest by three families in Maine to
use public money for tuition at a

" Roman Catholic School.

The Cleveland decision is consid-
ered especially significant because it
halts a program that had already
been under way for years and was
the nation's first program to allow
vouchers to be used for religious
schools.

One other city, Milwaukee, began

" its voucher program in 1990, but did
not allow religious schools to partici-
pate until after Cleveland did. The
Milwaukee program was upheld by
the Wisconsin Supreme Court last
year, and the United States Supreme
Court refused to hear appeals of that
decision. .

“We see this as a tremendous vic-
tory,’” said Joseph L. Conn, a spokes-
man for Americans United for Sepa-
ration of Church and State, part of a
coalition of civil liberties and public
education organizations that sued to
block the Cleveland program. ‘‘Basi-
cally, this brings the voucher train to
a screeching halt,”" he added.

Clint Bolick, the litigation director
for the Institute for Justice, which
argued for the voucher program,
called the decision ‘‘an outrageous

VOUCHERS RANK SECOND YO AID IN POLL

Americans prefer letting govern-
ment improve and strengthen public
schools rather than giving parents
tuition vouchers for private schools,
a poll shows. Education, page A24.

abuse of judicial power.”

He said his organization had al-
ready filed an appeal, and hoped to
have the Injunction lifted on Wednes-
day.

“Normally, you would see an in-
junction like this come with a pro-
gram that had not yet started,” Mr.
Bolick said. ‘“Literally, on the eve of
the fourth year of this program, the
court has seen fit to turn the world
upside down.”

With about 4,000 children expect-
ing to start classes at 56 private and
parachial schools, Judge Oliver said
he recognized that his ruling would
be disruptive, But he added that al-
lowing the voucher program to con-
tinue until he had made his final
decision could ‘“‘cause an even great-
er harm to the children by setting
them up for greater disruption at a
later time."”

The Cleveland program, created
by the Ohio Legislature in 1995, pays
up to $2,500 in tuition costs for chii-
dren in low-income families. For the
1999-2000 school year, about 5 per-
cent of the 77,000 children in Cleve-
land's public schools were signed up

Finding probable
cause of violating the
separation of church
and state.

for the voucher program.

William Wendling, a spokesman
for the Cleveland Municipal School
District, said that all the children
would be welcome but that ‘‘cleartly,
it is going to be a scramble to find
teachers and facilities and transpor-
tation for all of these students.”

Mr. Wendling said the voucher stu-
dents would not start school on
Wednesday with the rest of the dis-
trict’s schoolchildren because it
would take a few days to make ar-
rangements and decide how many of
the 4,000 students would stay in their
private schools anyway.

Christine Sula, who sends three of
her children, ages 6, 8 and 10, to Our
Lady of Good Counsel School under
the voucher program, found out
about the ruling as she was panting
hopscotch squares on the school’s
playground.

**] think it's discrimination against
people of faith and 1 think the state
has the ability to fund public schools
and help with private schools at the
same time,” said Mrs. Sula, who
added that her husband, a guard at
the county jail, planned to work dou-
ble shifts to continue sending her
children to the Catholic school. ““It's
going to hurt a lot financially, but
we're just going to have to bite the
bullet,” she said.
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Mr. Bolick said his organization
would try to drum up private dona-
tions to pay tuition costs for those in
the voucher program.

The Cleveland program was chal-
lenged in court almost immediately
after it began four years ago, and the
legal battle worked its way to the
Ohio Supreme Court. That court
ruled in May that the program was
unconstitutional because it was cre-

- ated as an amendment to the state

budget rather than in a separate
piece of legislation. But the court
also said the program did not violate
the separation of church and state,
leaving the door open for state'legis-
lators to revive it.

Last month the Legislature did so,
with a separate education bill,
prompting opponents of the voucher
program to file the lawsuit that
Judge Oliver ruled on Tuesday.

Over the years, the Cleveland pro-
gram has been buffeted by financial
and academic problems. Most re-
cently, state education officials rec-
ommended removing three schools
from the program after a newspaper
detailed potentially unsafe condi-
tions and a predominantly unli-
censed staff at one of the private
schools.

Voucher opponents had seized on
such flaws to claim the program did
not work.

““The Cleveland voucher program
was bad law, bad policy, bad educa-
tion for the kids,”” Sandra Feldman,
president of the American Federa-
tion of Teachers, said today. “*'Now
we can make sure the moneyv will be
in the public schools, where there is a
real school improvement effort go-
ing on.”




chools Rank First
As Spending Priority

ort for educatio
spending has risen over 25 years, t
rank first on a list of national spend
ing priorities, according to the Na
tional Opinion Research Center at
the University of Chicago.

In 1973, when the center began its
general population surveys, drugs
and crime ranked highest, with edu-
cation sixth, when people were asked
whether the country was spending
too much, too little or the right
amount. The next-ranking spending
priorities last year were health, the
environment, crime and drugs.

In 1972, the proportion of families
with children under 18 was 55 per-
cent; in 1998, it was 38 percent, noted
the 1998 report, released last week.

Whether one's view of schools is
liberal or conservative, based on im-
proving job prospects or on raising
standards, school spending “is a tool
that everyone can navigate even
though they use the tool in different
ways,” Tom W. Smith, director of the
survey, said in an interview.

He said that unlike support for
welfare spending, which rises or falls
with the economy, in education
spending, ‘‘the pattern of increase
we've seen indicates that this is not
something tied to the business cy-
cle.”

Education appears to represent a
new American spending priority, im-
portant not just for its own sake but
as essential to the American labor
force, Dr. Smith said.
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id Preferred
To Vouchers
In New
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An overwhelming majority of
Americans prefer allowing govern-
ment to improve and strengthen pub-
lic schools rather than giving par-
ents tuition vouchers for private or
church-sponsored schools, according
to a poll released yesterday.

The poll, conducted this summer
by the Gallup Organization for Phi
Delta Kappa, a professional associa-
tion of educators, found that 70 per-
cent of respondents favored the gov-
ernment’s improving public schools,
while 28 percent preferred vouchers.
The poll has a margin of sampling
error of plus or minus four percent-
age points.

But the poll also suggested that the
very word ‘‘vouchers’ is politically
loaded. When asked specifically
about vouchers to pay for all of the
tuition, 47 percent of respondents
were in favor and 48 were opposed.

Last year, 48 percent were in favor

and 46 percent were opposed.

It was the second time since the
poll began addressing the issue in
1993 that ‘‘vouchers'’ was introduced
into the questions to reflect the grow-
ing trend of using government-issued
notes to pay for tuition at private or
church-sponsored schools. The first
time was last year.

The use of vouchers has inspired
considerable political and legal con-
troversy, especially in church-relat-
ed schools.

Some critics argue that issuing
vouchers for religious schools vio-
lates the separation of church and
state. Proponents say public schools
will benefit from the competition,
which will also serve poor students
by enabling them to attend schools
with higher standards.

A small majority of Americans
continues to favor allowing parents
to send their children to any public,
private or church-related school if
government pays all or part of the
tuition. Fifty-one percent of respond-
ents favored the voucher concept
and 47 percent opposed it.

The latter findings represent a
slight increase in opposition to
vouchers over last year, when 51
percent were in favor and 45 percent
were opposed. The figures represent
a reversal of opinion since 1996, when
43 percent favored vouchers and 54

" percent opposed them. In 1997 the

results were almost evenly divided.

The poll also found divisions
among Americans on the issue of
tuition tax credits. The public more
strongly supports — by 57 percent to
47 percent — partial tuition credits
over full tuition tax credits.

The public showed strong support
for providing public school services
to children who -are schooled at
home. Ninety-two percent favored
providing special education serv-
ices; 80 percent supported allowing
home-schooling teachers to take part
in public school teacher development
activities; 74 percent supported al-
lowing home-schooled students to
participate in public school extracur-
ricular activities. But most ex-
pressed a strong desire to see the
students adhere to the same stand-
ards as public school students.

School Board
Retracts Ruling
On Jewish Star

ATLANTA, Aug. 24 (Reuters) — A
Mississippi school board has re-
versed a decision that prevented a
Jewish boy from wearing a Star of
David pendant because the six-point-
ed star is sometimes used as a gang
symbol. ’

“When we made the decision last
week, it was based on -information
from the security officers only,"” the
Harrison County School Board presi-
dent, Randy Williams, said after
Monday’s vote. *'But we realized that
it infringed on freedom of religious
expression, and that freedom super-
sedes the safety issue.”

The executive director of the
American Civil Liberties Union in
Mississippi, David Ingebretsen, said
the boy, Ryan Green, 15, of Gulfport,
went to school today wearing his Star
of David.

Ryan, the son of a Jewish father
and a Christian mother, has been
reared in both faiths. Over the sum-
mer, the boy's paternal grandmother
gave him the pendant and explained
its meaning as a symbol of his Jew-
ish heritage.

When Ryan was ordered to re-
move the star two weeks ago at the
start of the semester, his father, Tom
Green, took the matter up with the
schoo! board at its meeting last
week, and the board ruled that the
Star of David could be mistaken for a
gang emblem.

School policy forbids the wearing
of gang emblems, and the board said
law-enforcement officials had ad-
vised them that a Mississippi group
known as the Black Gangster Disci-
ples used a nearly identical six-point-
ed star as its symbol.

On Friday, the A.C.L.U. filed a civil
suit in Federal District Court in Bi-
loxi, arguing that Ryan had a right
under the First Amendment to wear
the pendant as a symbol of his faith.

Mr. Ingebretsen said the civil lib-

" erties group had not yet decided

whether to drop its lawsuit.
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