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Office of Justice Programs 

Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention 

Office of the Administnlor toMngun. aC 20531 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

THROUGH: THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

THE ACTING ASSOCIA' iTORNEY GENERAL 

Laurie Robi: 
Assistant 
Office of Jl 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Advance Notiiication of OJJDP Publications 

John X Wilson 
Acting Administrator 

PURPOSE: To provide yon with advance copies and notification of Ihe pending release of a 
1999 National Report Series Bulletin: Kids and Guns (NCJ 178994). 

DISCUSSION: This Bulletin, extracted from OJJDP's recent publication Juvenile Offenders 
and Victims: 1999 National Report, provides an overview ofthe national statistics that show the 
devastating impact that availability of guns has had on the lives and well-being of American 
youth. The Bulletin notes that while other types of homicide reinained constant, the number of 
juveniles killed with a firearm increased greatly between 1987 and 1993. An analysis ofthe data 
show that the rise in murders of juveniles fiom the mid-1 PSO's through the 1993 peak year was 
all fireann related, as was the subsequent decline in juvenile murders that occurred between 1993 
and 1997. The Bulletin also reports on the large role guns have in juvenile suicides. The Bulletin 
suggests that despite the Sobering statistics, there are steps we can take to make our children and 
communities safer, and it provides further resources on these steps. 

COORDINATION: The information in the Bulletin, including selected graphs and tables, was 
taken from the /999 National Report. As part ofthe series, it is also designed to give readers 
quick, focused access to some of the Report's most critical findings, Several Department of 
Justice and other Federal agencies provided data for and reviewed the 1999 National Report, 
including the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Bureau ofthe Census 
National Center for Health Statistics, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, and we 
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have consulted with Bea Witzleben, .Office ofthe Deputy Attomey General. The 1999 National 
Report Series of Bulletins exemplifies OJJDP's commitment to consolidate and analyze data 
from diverse sources and makes the information easily available to policymakers and 
practitioners to help them meet the crucial challenges facing the juvenile justice system. 

DISSEMINATION: This Bulletin wUl be made available to the APA Cadre of Experts on 
Youth Violence, Congressional Black Caucus members, Native American tribal leaders, U.S. 
Attorneys, Governor̂  mayors, prosecutors, sherifis, police chiefs, juvenile and family court 
judges, public and private juvenile facility administiators, community-baaed organizations 
including OJJDP juvenile mentoring program grantees, Weed and Seed sites, Title V recipients 
drug-free communities grantees, policymakers, and researchers. We have consulted with the OJP 
Office of Congressional and Public Affairs, which has made preliininaiy plans to issue a 
publications advisory. The Bulletin also will be posted on OJJDP's Web site immediately after 
publication. 

TIMETABLE: OJJDP will begin releasing this document 14 days from the date of this 
memorandum. 

If additional information regarding tin's document is needed, I may be reached at 202-307-5911 
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CC: Ann M. Harkins, Chief of Staff, OAG 

Wifiredo Ferrer, Deputy Chief of Staff; OAG 

Chris Moore, Counsel to the Attomey General, OAG 

Daphene McFerren, Counsel to the Attorney General, OAG 

Deborah Smolver, Counsel to the Deputy Attomey General, ODAG 

Robert Raben, Assistant Attomey General, OLA 

Katrina Weinig, Deputy Assistant Attomey General, OPD 

Katia Gairett, Chief of Staff, OPD 

Brian de Vallance, Director, IGA 

Myron Marlin, Director, PAO 

Mary Murguia, Director, EOUSA 

Michael Horowitz, Chief of Staff to the Assistant Attomey General, CRM 

Tom Roberts, Counsel to the Assistant Attomey General, CRM 

Julie Samuels, Director, Office of Policy and Legislation, CRM 

Thomas Frazier, Director, COPS Office 

Noel Brennan, Principal Deputy Assistant Attomey General, OJP 

Alexa Verveer, Deputy Assistant Attorney General, OJP 

Michael Dalich, Chief of Staff, OJP 

Harri Kramer, Director, Office of Congressional and Public Affairs, OJP 

Marlene Beckman, Special Assistant to the Assistant Attomey General, OJP 

Arnold Hopkins, Special Assistant to the Assistant Attomey General, OJP 

Meg Morrow, Special Assistant to the Deputy Assistant Attomey General, OJP 
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efmoues into 
the 21st 
century, ihe 
n> duction 

of Juvenile 
crime, o/o 

lence, and 
oictimnation 

constitutes one of 
the most cmdal chal­

lenges ofthe new miU 
tenniuiTL To meet that 

challenge, reliable infonna­
tion is essential Juvenite Offend­

ers and Victims! 1999 Nationa] • 
Report offers a comprehensioe 

ovetvieio of these pervasive problems 
and the response of the Javenile justice 

system. The National Report brings 
together statistics from a variety of sources 

on a wide array of topics, presenting the 
information In clean nontechnical text 

enhanced by mor* than 350 easy-to-read 
tables, graphs, and maps. 

This Bulletin series Is designed to gioe readers 
quick, focused access to some ofthe most critical 

findings from the wealth of data In the National Report. 
Each Bulletin in the series highlights selected themes 
at the forefront ofjuuenile justice policymaking and 
extracts relevant National Report sections including 
selected graphs and tables). 

Administrator's Message 
Guns kUL In many cases, guns kill our children. 
Sometimes the guns are fired by otheriuveniles, 
often by acquaintances or family members. This 
Bulletin, drawn from Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 
1999 National Report, provides an overview of the 
national statistics that show tlie devastating impact 
that che availability gf guns has had on the lives and 
well-being of American youth. 

While other types of homicide renwined constant, the 
number of Juveniles killed with a firearm increased 

FEBRUARY 2000 

Kids and Guns 
greatly between. 1987 and" 1993 "Aclose look at.the"" 
numbers shows that the rise in murders of juveniles 
from the mld-1980's through the 1993 peak year was all . 
firearm related, as was the subsequent decline in juve­
nile murders that occurred between 1993 and 1997. 

Quits play a large role In suicides as well. Families, 
teachers, and friends have virtually no chance to 
reach out to youth in desperate need of help when 
that desperation is signaled by the immediate and 
often fatal Impact of a gunshot wound. Statistics show 
that for every two youth age 19 or younger murdered 
in 1996, one youth committed suicide. The me of 
youth suicides Involving a firearm Increased 39% be­
tween 1980 and 1994, and although firearm-Involved 
suicides declined 19% from 1994 to 1996, these num­
bers are sdll much too high. 

Despite these sobering statistics, lc is important to 
remember that there are steps we can take to make 
our children and our communities safer tn fact, a 
number of communities have made progress in coun­
tering the threat of gun-related violence by bringing 
together law eoforcenient, elected officials, prosecu­
tors, judges, schools, community organizations,, and 
dtizens CO develop their own comprehensive, strate­
gic violence prevention plan. The experiences of 
these communities are described in the OJJDP publi-
cation Promising Strategies To Reduce Cm Violence. 
This OJJDP Report provides a wealth of practical in-
formation and tools that comniunities can use to de­
velop their own firearm violence reduction programs. 

The recent decline in flreamwelated Juvenile homi­
cides and suicides Is encouraging and reinforces 
the need to remain vigilant in. keeping handguns 
and other weapons out of the hands of children. 
Rational gun control policies, community involve­
ment in schools, better relationships between law 
enforcement agencies and communities, support 
for parents in supervising and disciplining their 
children, and help for teens in despair are ail ap­
proaches that we can use in our efforts to reduce 
the illegal use of firearms by juveniles. 

ShayBilchik 
Administrator 

OP 5 
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The rise in murders of juveniles between 1984 and 1993 
was all firearm related, as was the subsequent decline 

The increase in juven i le 
homicides is t ied to f i rearm use 
by nonfamily of fenders 

A. study of the 65% increase In juve­
nile homicides In the 7-year period 
from 1987 to 1993 shows that In­
creases did not occur proportion­
ately In all types of homlcfdea, Over 
this period, homicides by family 
members held constant, while homi­
cides by acquaintances Increased 
substantially, The increase was dis­
proportionate for black victims, 
with the growth In the number of 
blaclc victims twice that o( white vic-
:ims. Most significantly, nearly all of 
che growth In juvenile homicides 
was in the number of older juveniles 
kiJIed with firearms. 

The decline In juvenile homicides 
between 1993 and 1997 brought the 
number to a level just 20% above 
that of 1987 (the last year In which 
juvenile homicides were within their 
historic range). Both the decline 
from 1993 to 1997 and the growth 
from 1987 to 1993 involved substan­
tial changes In the number of mur­
ders by acquaintances and in the 
number of murders of older youth 
and blade youth. The proportion of 
homicides committed with a fire­
arm, which had increased dramati­
cally between 1987 and 1993, how­
ever, did not decline between 1993 
and 1997, Therefore, the major 
legacy ot the growth in juvenile ho­
micides from 1987 through 1993 is 
that It increased the proportion of 
juveniles killed by firearms. 

The annual number of juveni les killed with a firearm increased 
substantial ly between 1987 and 1993, while other types of 
homicide remained constant 

Juvenile homicide victims 
1.800 

19S1 1983 I96S 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 

a In 1980, fewer than half (41%) of the juveniles murdered were killed with a 
lifiearm,TTie prooortion of juvenile firearm homicides began to increase in 
1987 and poaked (at Bl%) in 1993. Since then, the proportion has fleclinad 
sornawhat with 56% of juvenile homicides involving a firearm in 1997. 

Source: Auihore' anaJysos of tne FBI's Suppiamantary Homicide flspwts far the years 
1980-1997 [machine-readable data fllasj. 

The use of f i rearms In juveni le homicides was common in the 
1 agO's for both blaclc v ic t ims and white v ic t ims 

Praarm percent of juvenile homicide victims 
70% 

1981 1983 1985 19B7 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 

• In the early 1980's, proportions of juvenile homicides involving a firearm 
were roughly equal for white victims and black victims. 

m The proponion oJ biack juvenile homicides involving a firearm increased sub­
stantially during n 3-year period in the late 1 ©SO's. 

Source; Authors' analyses of the FBI's Supplemanta/y Homicido Rapons for ihe years 
1980-1997 [machlne-readablo data ffles|, 

1 9 9 9 N A T I O N A L REPORT SERIES 
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Homicides of juveniles ages 15 to 17 were more likely to involve a 
firearm than were homicides of adults 

Percent killed by firearm In age group 
90% 
80% 

70% 
60% 
50% 
40% 
30% 
20% 
10% 
0% 

1987 

mi \ \ % % \ w w *, Age of victim 

m Over the 10-year period Irom 1907 to 1997. Ihe proportion of homicides 
committed with a firearm increased in most victim age groups. 

Sourca: Authors' analysag of the FBI's Supplamentary Martebie Rgparts for me years 
1960-1997 [maehine-rHadable data files]. 

Between 1980 and 1997,3 out of 4 murdered juveniles age 12 or 
older were killed with a firearm 

Age of victim 
Weapon 

Victim ages 
0-17 

0-17 0-5 6-11 12-17 Males Females 

Total ioo% 100% 
Firearm 51 1 0 

Knife/blunt abject 14. n 
Personar 19 43 
Other ie 30 

100% 
42 
19 
11 
29 

100% 
75 
15 
3 
7 

100% 
60 
13 
15 
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* Nearly half (43%) of all murdered children below age 6 were killed by offend­
ers using only rhalr hands, fists, or feet. 

a Male murder victims wore nearly twice as likely as female victims to be killed 
with a firearm. 

" Persona) lnejud«s nands. nsie, or teet. 
Note: Dotail may not total 100% hecausa or rounding. 
Source: Authors' analyses of me FBI's Supplemontary HomkidB Repons for tha vBa/s 
1960-1997 [machina-readable data files). 
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Since 1980,1 in 4 murders of 
juveniles involved a juvenile 
offender 

Nearly 38,000 juveniles were 1.. 
dered between 1980 and 1997.. 
venile offender was involved ir 
of these crimes when an offenc 
was Identified. In murders of j 
niles by juveniles, about 1 0̂  
also involved an adult oft " 
tween 1980 and 1997, 
the offender were I 
91% of murders of j 
juveniles. • 

The proportion 
that involved 
creased fro 
1994—the 
by Juvenil 
400 juvei 
veniles, 
1994; by 
to abo 

• .• • ' ••<!/< •.,!.•;.'• ' i . - - . . . . . . . . 
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All of the increase in homicides by juveniles between 
the mid-1980's and mid-1990's was fireann related 

It Is di f f icul t to assess the exact 
number of murders commit ted 
by juveniles 

Based on the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation's (FBI's) Supplemental 
Homicide Report (SHR) data, 18,200 
persons were murdered In the LI.S. 
in 1997—the lowest number in more 
than a generation. Of these murders, 
about 1.400 were determined by law 
enforcement to involve a juvenile 
olfcnder; however, the actual num­
ber Is greater than this. In 1997, 
the FBI had no Information on the 
offender(s) for about 6,900 reported 
murders (38* of the toiaT). These 
may have been homicides for which 
no one was arrested or the or/ender 
was otherwise not Identified, or 
these may have been cases for 
which Che local agency did not re­
port complete information to the 
FBI. Regardless, Che number of mur­
ders committed by juveniles In 1997 
was undoubtedly greater than 1,400, 
but just how much greater is diifi­
cult to determine. If it were assumed 
that the murders without offender 
information were similar to those 
with offender informacion, then 
about 2,300 murders (or 12% of all 
murders) in 1997 had at least one 
offender who was under the age of 
18 ac the time ol the crime. 

The 1,400 murders known to involve 
a juvenile offender in 1997 Involved 
about 1,700 juveniles and 900 adults. 
Of all murders involving a juvenile, 
31* also involved an adult, and 13% 
involved another juvenile. In all, 44% 
of all murders Involving a juvenile 
Involved more than one person. 

Wham do juveni les ki l l? 

Between 1980 and 1997, most victims 
in homicides Involving Juveniles were 
male (83%). Slightly more victims 
were white (50%) than blaclc (47%). 
In 27% of homicides by juveniles, the 
victim was abo a juvenile. Victims in 
70% of homicides by juveniles ware 
killed with a Qreann. Of all victims 
Wiled by juveniles, 14% were family 
members, 55% were acquaintances, 
and 31 % were strangers. 

Who are the juveni le murderers? 

Between I960 and 1997. che large ma­
jority (93%) of known Juvenile homi­
cide offenders were male. More than 
half (56%) were black. Of known JUVQ. 

nile homicide offenders, 42% were 

age 17. 29% were age 16, and 17% 
were age IS; 88% of juvenile homi­
cide offenders were age IS or older. 

Murders by the very young are 
rare 

Annually between 1980 and 1997, 
fewer than 10 Juveniles age 10 or 
younger were identified as partici­
pants in murders—a figure that has 
remained essentially constant over 
the time period. The majority of 
these young homicide offenders were 
male (88%), and more than half (5456) 
were black, ta these cases, the victim 
was equally likdy to be either a fam­
ily member or an acquaintance 
(43%). A firearm was involved in 50% 
of the murders committed by these 
young offenders. 

The sharp decline in homic ides by juveni les between 1994 and 1997 
was attributable entirely to a decl ine in homicides by f irearm 

Known Juvenile offenders 

2.500 

1981 1983 19fl5 1987 1989 1991 1993 199S 1997 

• Between IBBO and 1987. firearms were used in just over half (54%) of ail ho­
micides involving a juvenile offender. Then firearm-ralated homicides began 
to rnorease, ao that, by 1994, most homicides by juvenile offenders (82%) in-
vafved the use of a firearm, 

Sourqe; Auihora- analyses of the FBI's Supplemenrary Homicide Raports lot the years 
19B0-1997 [maehine-reaaaDledaa tiles]. ' * ^ 

1999 NATIONAL REPORT SERIES 
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Boys and girls tend to kill 
different types of victims 

Between 1980 and 1997.54% of male ju­
venile homicide offenders WMed an ac­
quaintance, 3796 killed a stranger, and 
9% killed a family member. In compari­
son, the victims of females were more 
Likely to be family members (39%) and 
far less likely to be strangers (15%), 

Between 1980 and L997. about 1% of 
male offenders killed persons under 
age 6, while 18% of the female offend­
ers killed young children. Because 
there were so many more male of­
fenders than female offenders, how­
ever, roughly equal numbers of male 
and female juvenile offenders were 
Involved In the murder of young chil­
dren. Annually between 1980 and 
1997, about ZS male and 25 female ju­
venile offenders were tied to che 
death of a child under age 6, 

Males were far more likely than fe­
males to kill with a firearm. Between 
1980 and 1997. 73% of male Juvenile hi> 
micide offenders used a firearm, while 
14% used a knife. In contrast, 41% of fe­
male juvenile homicide offender? used 
a firearm and 32% used a knife. While 

27% of females used other means to 
Id)! (e.g., hands or feet, strangulation, 
drowning, or Are), only 1396 of males 
killed by these means. 

Blank juveniles were mora likely 
to commit murders with firearms 
than were youth of other race* 

In the U.S. in 1997, about 1 of every 
16,000 youth between the ages of 10 
and 17 was Identified as participating 
in a homidde. This is a rate of 56 
known offenders for every 1 miflion 
youth In the U.S. population ages 
17. This rate was greater br black 
youth than youth of other races: black 
(194), Aslan/Padflc Islanders (44), 
American Indians (34), and whites 
(30). 

Between 1980 and 1997, 7296 of black 
juvenile homicide offenders used a 
firearm In their crimes. This propor­
tion was higher than that /or Asian/ 
Pacific Islander (6796), white (5996), 
or American Indian (48%) youth. 

Youth were most likely to kill perso 
of their own race. Between 1980. 
1997, 8196 of juvenile offenders,' 
involved in murders of persons _. 

a*? 

their own race. Same-race killing 
most common for white youth (90S6 
and less common for blacks (7690̂  
Asian/Pacific Islanders (58%). ar ^' 
American Indians (48%). 

A greater proportion of white yc 
and American Indian youth killec 
family members than did your 
other races: American Indian 
white (1696). black (7%). am 
Pacific Islander (7%). 

Age-specific arrest rare trends lor murder are similar to those for weapons violations 

Growth In murders 
linked to weapon,; 

Relevant to an 
nile murder 
tween murder 
The relatlo 
arrest cu: 
similar to 
tions. (See 
graph.) Fo; 
lower im 

Murder arrests per 100,000 papulalian 

J0 

Wsapara arrasB per 100.000 population 

P 

•IS SO 55 80 es 

Source: Authors' analysis ol amssl data Irwn an unpubD^ed PHI report lor 19S0 and Irom Ctlrrm io lh$ UnlteO Slates 1907 and population flam Irom Ifie Suraau 
oi the Census IQT 1080 (ram Curreni PopuMw Repotia. P25-1 OSS are] lor 199? irom Ssumaws ol tfu population of Starts by apt, sex, <sce. and Hispanic 
origin: ii>97(mBeiiine-rsa<)at>le flala tIlB|, 

: ,"1.-ri--*. 
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Juvenile arrest rates for weapons, which increased sharply during the late ISSO's and early 199Q'S, 
began declining in the mld-1990's 

The juvenile arrest rate for weapons law 
violations doubled in the 6-year period between 
1987 and 1993 

weapons arrests per lOO.gga juveniles ages 10-17 
250 

Female arrest rates for weapons (aw violations 
nearly tripled between 19B1 and 1997, while the 
male rate nearly doubled 

Percent CHangB in waapons arrest rat* from i f l f i l 

250% 

19B1 Idas 1985 196? 1969 1991 1993 1995 1997 

The decline between 1993 and 1997 brought the juve­
nile arrest rate for weapons taw violations to its lowest 
level since 1990, but (he rate was still 55% above the 
1987 level. 

19B1 1963 1935 19B7 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 

. • Even with its greater increase, the lemale rate in 1997 
was only 1 Q% of tha male rate. 

Note: Arrest rates ana arrests par 100.000 males or lemalas 
ages 10-1?. 

Source: Authors' analysis ol arrest oata from unpubUshed F8l repons tor I960 tftrough 1994 and the FBI's Crime in the United Slates reports 
for 1395,1996, and 1997 and population data from the aureau of tha C«<iaus fbr 1980 through 1969 from Current Popu/aiton Repons. P25-
i09Sand for 1990 ffuougfi 1997 from Esiimates efltm populafon of States by age. Sot, race, and Hispanic origin: 1990-19$7[ma.cr\lr\a-
raadapiQ data fuss|. 

In general, the temporal pattern of violent crimes committed by juveniles with firearms is similar to the 
adult pattern, except for the high proportion of JuvenHe flrearm-lnvolvad crimes that occur immediately 
after school on school days 

Violent crime committed with a firearm 
PercBpt of violenl Inoldonls wiih llraarm in aga group 

9% 

ST« 

7%. 

6% 

5% 

*% 
3% 
2% 
1% 

0% 

! ! ! i : i 1 i i 
_ ' M i ; , i J y ^ i •• ! i • ! 

: H • i / ) : 1 l V \ • 1 
Underage ,13/'; ^ i U V \ : • i . 
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Percent or all juvenile violent Incidents with Aroann 
3% 

4 % 

3% 

2% 

1% 

0% 

1 I u ; 1 : 
l /TV! i ! M i i = 

S(iioalidays J| V ^ _ > < / I T X * • • 

1 

i 
1 i M j i jrf^ovs trac 

i j 

.y i : \ \ ! 
i 

| ! ! \ INJ ! 1 ! 

C ^ r i : i !.. . i , | i 
i 
i » j I 

CAM SAM 1ZPM 3PM 6PM 9PM 12AM 3 AM BAM SAM QAM 12PM 3PM 6PM 9PM 12AM SAM SAM 

Note: Violent crime includes murder, violent sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault, and simpla assault. Data are from 12 Slates (Ala­
bama, Colorado, Idaho, Illinois. Iowa. Massachusetts. Michigan. North Dakota, South Caroline. Utah, Vermont and Virginia). 
Source: Authors' anjiiysus ut the FBI's National Incidant-Based Reporting System rnaater files h r the years 1991- 199e (machina-readabla 
data fliesj. 
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1 in 5 juvenile arrestees carried a gun all or most of 
the time 

Gun use and crime among male 
arrestees/detainees is studied 

The National Institute of Justice lr-
terviewedasarnple-of.arrested and/ 
or detained Individuals during the 
flrsr 6 months of 1995 to leam about 
gun acquisition and use. Seven of 
eleven study sites provided data on 
juvenile males: Denver, District of 
Columbia. Indianapolis, Los Angeles, 
Phoenix, St, Louis, and San Diego. 

Although sites varied, the juvenile 
males studied were disproportion­
ately black or Hispanic, and most 
were age IS or older. Because 5 of 
the 7 sites limited the study to Juve-
niles in detention rather than all ju­
veniles arrested, the offense profile 
for Juveniles studied was skewed to 
more serious offenses (crimes 
against persons ranged tram 1596 to 
29%). Also, the proportion of juve­
niles who admitted to current mem­
bership in a gang ranged from 2% to 
41%. 

Juveniles are more likely than 
arrestees overall to commit a 
crime with a gun 

The proportion of respondents who 
were charged with a weapons of­
fense ranged from 1% to 12%. Among 
the juvenile males interviewed, how­
ever, 20% said rhey carried a gun all 
or most ol the time, compared with 
14% of arrestees overall 

Juvenile arrestees were nearly twice 
as likely as arrestees overall to say 
they had srolen a gun (2596 vs. 135Q. 
Gang members and drug sellers 
were also more likely than other 
arrestees to have stolen a gun (each 
about 30%). 

Mora than half of crime guns 
were recovered from adults; 
25 years or older 

In 1996, the Bureau of Alcohol,! 
bacco and Fireanns established 
Youth Crime Oun Interdiction It 
tive to trace crime guns (i.e., i 
firearm illegally possessed, use 
crime, or suspected to have ! 
used in a crime) recovered ! 
enforcement. More thz 
crime guns were trace 
ies during a l-year ] 
1997 and 1998.. 
(44%) of crime j 
from persons ur 
11% were i 
17 or younger 

FEBRUARY 2 0 0 0 

Overall 23% of arrestees who 
owned a gun had used one in a 
crime. The proportion was higher 
for juveniles (33%) and higher still 
for drug sellers (42%) and gang 
members (50%). 

Arrestees were often the victims 
of gun violence 

Juvenile males and gang members 
were more Wtely than arrestees 
overall to have been shot at. The 
proportion who said they had been 
shot at was about 4 in 10 overall, 
compared with about 5 in 10 for ju­
venile males and about 8 in 10 for 
gang members. 

Although juveniles were more likely 
than adults to be shot at, they were 
not more likely to suffer gunshot in­
jury. Overall, 16% of arrestees re­
ported gunshot injuries. 

Arrestees say they carry guns 
for protection and respect 

Two-thirds of respondents said 
they had a gun for protection/s 
defense. Almost one-third of 
arrestees agreed that, "Your crow! 
respects you if you have a 
Among drug sellers and 
bers, the proportion ngreel 
higher (4 in 10). When as 
using a gun was appro; 
arrestees agreed that, 
shoot someone who d 
you." Among juvenil 
tion agreeing was d 
Among drug sell 
among gang mem 
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A new survey of youth shows that handgun carrying 
is linked to other problem behavior 

A new survey will follow a cohort 
of youth as they make the 
transition from school to work 

The first wave of the 1997 National 
Longitudinal Survey of Youth 
(NLSY97) intervtewed a nationally 
representative sample of 9.000 
youth who were between the ages of 
12 and IS at year-end [996. The sur­
vey asked youth to report whether 
they had engaged in a variety of de­
viant and delinquent behaviors, in­
cluding carrying a handgun. Plans 
are to Interview members of this co­
hort every 2 years lo track changes 
In delinquent and criminal activity 
over the life course. 
• Youth who had ever used mari­

juana were more likely to have 
sold marijuana (24% vs. <l%). 
carried a handgun (21% vs. 7%). 
or been In a gang (14% vs. 2%) at 
some point than youth who 
never used marijuana. 

m Youth who had ever sold mart' 
juana were more likely to have 
sold hard drugs (i.e., cocaine, 
LSD, or heroin) (40% vs. 1%), 
carried a handgun (35% vs. 8%). 
or been In a gang (24% vs. 4%) 
than youth who never sold 
marijuana. 

m Active marijuana users (I.e., 
youth who used marijuana dur­
ing the month prior to the sur­
vey) were more likely to have 
consumed alcohol (75% va. 14%) 
or carried a handgun (12% vs. 
2%) during chat period than 
youth who did not use marijuana. 

• Youth who had carried a hand­
gun in the last 12 months were 
also more likely to have been in 
a gang than youth who did not 
carry a handgun during this pe­
riod (15% vs. 1%). 

The survey also found that more than 
half of all 1 G-yearOlds who had ever 
committed assault, canied a handgun, 
or belonged to a gang had done so for 
the first time by age 12. In contrast. 

less than one-fifth of all 16-year-clds 
who had ever used marijuana, sold any 
drugs, or sold hard drugs (Le.. cocaine. 
LSD. or heroin) had done so for the 
first time by age 12. 

Recent partfejpation (i.e., wfthin tho last 12 months or 30 days prior 
to the interview) in delinquent acts such as carrying a handgun 
varied by race and ethnicity for males and females 

Banavior 

Canied a handgun 
Last 12 months 
Last 30 days 
To school In last 30 days 

Males ages 12-16 Females ages 12-16 
Whha Black Hispanic White Black Hispanic 

10% 8% 8% 2% 2% 2% 
5 5 4 1 1 T 

<1 1 1 0 0 < 1 

ft In the year preceding me interview, white males were less likely to have 
been In a gang than black and Hispanic males but more likely to have carried 
a gun. 

Nai«:The white and blade racial catagarias da mt Include youmaf Hispanic aihriaty. His-
panic youtn can be ol any raca. 
Sourca: Authors' analysis of (he Suraau ol Labor Statistics' Tha National Longitudinal Sur-
Wyorveum JSS/(iTwchJn*.raailaBlB oaia (1)01. 

Among 15-year-olda, employed youth were significantly more likely 
to have carried a gun in the last 12 months than unemployed youth 

IS-year-olds 
Behavior 

Carried a handgun 
Last 12 months 
Last 30 days 

18-yqar-olds 
Unomplgyed Employed Unemployed Employed 

5% 
3 

8% 
4 

7% 
4 

6% 
3 

Sourca: Aulhore* analyeis of tha Bureau at Labor Siadcfca' 7770 National longiruJmat Sur­
vey oi touift (937 (machine-readable data file). 
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For every two youth (ages 0-19) murdered in 1996, 
one youth committed suicide 

7% of all suicides In 1996 
involved youth age 19 or younger 

FBI data indicate that about 3,900 
youth age 19 or younger were mur­
dered in the U.S in 1996. The magni­
tude oi this problem has captured 
the public's attention, but much less 
attention has been given to the (act 
that for every two youth murdered, 
one youth commits suicide. 

The National Center for Health Statis­
tics reported (hat 30,903 persons 
committed suicide In the U.S. In 1996. 
Of these, 7% (2,119) were youth age 
19 or younger. Overall, suicides In­
creased 9% between 1980 and 1996. 
For youth younger than age IS, the 
increase was 113%. Despite this large 
increase, these youngest suicide vic­
tims accounted for just 136 of all sui­
ddes in 1996. 

Young suicide vlcxlms are 
disproportionately male 
and white 

Males accounted for 8 In 10 youth 
suicides; white youth also accounted 
for 8 in LO suicides. 

Numbsr of 
suicides 

Suicides per 
100,000 youth 

The rate of youth suicides involving a firearm increased 39% 
between 1980 and 1994, before declining 19% to the 1996 level 

Suiddes per 1Q0,00fl youth ages 10-19 

4.5 

4.0 
3.5 
3.0 
2.5 
2.0 
1.5 
1,0 
0.5 
0.0 
1960 

1 t 
— — i 1 1 

! 
i 
1 II 'iradrm 
1 1 i ! 

i 

! -
——1—1 

No iraa nm i 
1 

] 

! 
! 

1962 1984 1986 1988 1990 1892 1994 1996 

SoufCa: Auihore' analysis of th» National Canter tor Health Smtaaca' 1979-1996 data /mm 
the eowpraasod mortality ffla (unpuoilshad data]. 

Ages Ages Ages 
10-14 15-19 10-14 15-19 

Total 298 1,817 1.6 9.7 
Male 222 1,496 2.3 15,6 
Female 76 321 0.8 3.5 

White 244 1,522 1.8 10.3 
Male 179 1,249 2.3 16.3 • Female 65 273 O.S 3.6 

Nonwhlte 54 295 1.4 7.7 • Male * J 247 2.2 12.7 
Femalo 11 48 2,6 
' Too few cases te obtain a reliable) rata. • 

The firearm-related suicide rate for young black males peaked in 
1994 at a level higher than the rate for young white males, before 
declining to the 1996 level 

firBamvrelated suicides per 100,000 yeuth ages 10-19 

8 

1960 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 

Between 1994 and 1996. flreamvrelated suicide rates decreased 19% /or 
young white males and 31 % fer young blank males. 

In 1996. firearm-relatBd suicide rates tor young white males declined to mid-
igao's levels, while the rate for young black moles was more than twice the 
1980 rate. 

Changea in firearm-related suicide rates for young black males were similar 
to homiddfl patterns for young black males between 1980 and 1996. 

Source: Authors' analysis af me National Canlar tor Health Statisitcs' 1979-J996 data from 
tho comprosaad mortality file [unpublished data]. 
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U.S. child homicide and suicide rates exceed rates for 
other industrialized countries 

Rates of firearm-related 
homicides and suicides are 
high In the U.S. 

Astudyconducted-by-the-Centers. -
lor Disease Control and Prevention 
compared the homicide and suicide 
rates lor children under age 15 in 
the US. with the rates for several 
other Industrialized countries. Each 
country reported data lor 1 year be­
tween 1990 and 1995; U.S. data were 
reported for 1993. The number of ' 
homicides per 100,000 children un­
der age IS In the U.5. was five times 
the number In the other countries 
combined (2.57 vs. 0.51). The rate of' 
child homicides involving a flrearm, 
however, was 16 times greater In the 
U.S. than in the other countries 
combined CQ.94 vs. 0.06). 

A similar pattern was seen In the 
suicide rates of children under age 
15. Overall, the U.S. suicide rate was 
twice the rate for the other coun­
tries combined (0.53 vs. 0.27). For 
suiddes involving firearms, how­
ever, the suicide rate in the U.S. was 
almost 11 times the rate for the other 
countries combined (0.32 vs. 0.03). 

Homidde 
rataa' 

SuMdo 
TBEBS" 

U.S, Foreign U.S. ft] reign 

Agag 0—4 4.10 0.95 0.00 0.00 
Firearm 0,43 0.05 0.00 0.00 
No firearm 3.57 0.05 0,00 O.OO 

Ages 5-14 1.75 0.30 0.S4 0.40 
Pirearm 1.22 0.07 0.49 0.05 
No fireairo 0.53 0.24 0.35 0.35 

Ages 0-14 2.57 0.51 0.55 0.Z7 
Firearm 0.94 0.06 0.32 0.03 
No fireann 1.63 0.4S 0.23 0.24 

• Ratas are me numoer of homicides or sui­
cides par IOO.OOO cWHirm in ihe age group. 
NQIO: Daw wore provided by Australia, Aua-
tria, flolglum, Canada, Oervnarie, England 
and Wales, Rnlard. France, Germany. Hong 
Kong, iroland. lamel, Italy. Japan, Kuwait, 
Nethertanda, New Zw/and, Northern Ire­
land. Norway, Scotland. Sfngapore. Sweden. 
Spain. Switzeriend, and Taiwan. 

The U.S. firearm-related homicide rate for children is more than 
twice that of Finland, the country with the next highest rate 

0.0 0.1 0 5 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.0 

RreamwelatHd deaths per 100,000 juveniles ages 0-14 

Note: If both suidde and homidde rates far a eeuntry were 0, Ihat country is not displayed 
on tne graph. Data ware ptovidod by Australia. Austria. Salgium. Canada. Oenmarki Eno-
tend and Wales, HnlandL Ffanee, Germany, Hong Kong. Iraland. Israel. Italy. Japan. Ku. 
wait, Netherlands, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Norway, Seafland, Singapore, Swojen 
Spain. Switzerland, and Taiwan. 
Source: Auttiore' adaptation ot Centers far Disease Control and Prevention's Rates of ho­
micide, suictfe. arid firearm-related doam among eftfldren—26 industrfalfeed eountrieB. 

Homicides involving a firearm were 
about 10% of all homicides among 
younger children (ages 0-4) in che 
11.5 in 1993, in contrast, about twp-
thlrds of U-5. homicides among older 
children (?-14) involved a firearm. 
In other countriea, firearm-relared 
homicides were less than one-
quarter of all homicides in either 
age group. 

While nonfirearnwelated suicide 
rates were the same among older 
chDdren in the U.S. and other coun­
tries (0.35). firearm-related suidde 
rates in the U-S- were 10 times 
greater than those in other countries 
(0.49 vs. 0.05). 
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Sources 
Infonnation for chls Bulletin was 
taken/adapted from chapters 2,3, 
and 5_of Juvenile Offenders^ and 

"' Vfaims: 1999 National Report. For 
a full listing of sources for these 
chapters,, see pages 49, 84, and 
140 of the National Report. 

Resources 
The 1999 OJJDP publication Promising 
Strategies To Reduce Gun. Violence 
(253 pp., NCJ 173950) presents pro­
files of 60 demonstrated or promising' 
programs and strategies that address 
the problem of gun violence. Promise 
ing Strategies also examines the prob­
lem of gun violence from a national 
perspective OnclUdlnffcurrent 
trends) and discusses the process of 
developing a solution. Each program 
profile In the publication covers pro­
gram type, goals, target group,, target 
area, and contact Informadon, The 
profiles are arranged in five catego­
ries: comprehensive gun violence re­
duction strategies, strategies to Inter­
rupt sources of illegal guns, strategies 
to deter UlegaJ'gun possession and' 
carrying,, strategies to respond to ille­
gal use of guns, and education initia,-
rives and alternative prevention strat­
egies* The publication also includes 
a section on resources for research, 
technical assistance, and education; 
geographical and alphabetical pro* 
gram indexes; and a matrix of partici­
pating agencies. Promising Strategies 
To Reduce Gun Violence is available 
online from the OJJDP Web site 
(www.ojjdp.ncJrs.org) under the Pub­
lications section or can be ordered 
from OJJDP's Juvenile Justice Clear­
inghouse (e-mail puborderQncjrs.org; 
call 800-638-8736: or write to the 
Juvenile Justice Clearinghouse. P.O. 
Box 6000, Rockviile. MD 20849-6000), 

Acknourledgments 
Juoentle Offenders'and Victims: t i 
National Report;, from which this 
Bulletin i3draiwn;.was preparec' 
"therNabloii^Cexjterfpf: 
Justice (N.CJJ l̂the authors arej 
Howard K. Snyder and Melissa 
Sickmundv TheMafonitf Report j 
benefited from-the assistance i 
many Individuals; in: addiKps 
tothe authors; including: 
NCIJ,. the Office of Juve 
and Delinquency Prt^ 
the Juvenile Justlc 
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Answers to frequently asked ques­
tions about juvenile justice statistics 
as well as periodic updates of data 
presented hi Juvenile Offenders and 
Vterims:. .l999:Nanona[.Report. are 
available on the- Internet in the 
OJJDP Statistical Briefing Book, which 
can be accessed through the: OJJDP 
home page at www.oiidp.Rclrs.org 
through the JJ Facts &F!gures. 
prompL 

Also available from, OJJDP Is the 
Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 1999 
NationalXeponCIHlOM. With the 
CD-ROM, users can view the fill] report 
In a portable document formal (PDF). 
The CD-ROM also provides a compre­
hensive "educator's Wt" that Includes 
thcfollbwinflratatisacai Information 
from full-page, presei£atlan»ready 
graphs (also available for display In 
Microso/t Powerpoint): data for the 
graphs (also available In Microsoft 
Excel spreadsheets); more than 40 
source documents In PDF; and links 
to government Web sites to obtain 
more Informatioa 

For infonnation on-OJJDP Snitia 
related to the reduction of 
crime, violence,, and vicdmiza 
contact the Juvenile Justice 
house (JJQ at www.ojjdp JI 
orcaU800-€38-6736,. 
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Guns kill. 
Sometimes the 
often by acquaintances 
Bulletin, drawn 
/yyy National Report, provides ah overview 

17 fT"* f o r P a r e n t s , n supervising and disciphning'their 
f . , t f. f. . u . u ^ . . t

; w o f t h e .-- - children, and help for teens m despair are all ap-
national stat.s ies that show the devastating impact-:<,;;roa.h- t h a t We can use in our efforts to reduce %V:: 

e availabihty pf guns:has had on the lives and ' t h e illegal use of firearms by juveniles. * " 
ing of American youth. . . • ..• ~ \ . '-y-^'V •• : 

that the 
well-being 

While other types of homicide remained constant, the 
number of juveniles killed with a firearm increased 

'ShayBilchik 
Administrator 
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The rise in murders of juveniles between 1984 and 1993 
was all firearm related,, as was the subsequent decline, 

creases did not occur proportion-s^fe'i; 
; ately in all types of homicidesv-OverGiv.* 

this period, homicides by family^ i * 
n n c k m K ^ l i - f *-«'*-ir» »-» f ^ W r K 5 I n ' t ^ ^ T v ^ n i *V 

substantially: The increase::was| dis-;;:;;[3-
proportionate for black victims, , v _ 

•with the growth in:the-humben6ft:i^yS' 
. black victims twice^that orWhite^iov^"^ 
tuns. Most significantly^nearly all;'of>- : r 
the growth in juvenile homicides,:- - . 

• The decline in juvenile Hpmicides^&ft 
between,1993 and 1997 brought the *, ? 

; number to a level just 20% above"'-1 

: that of 1987.(th^.la^f;yeafem;;whifch^f|| 
juvenile hornicicies'were witfiifl^their;;^ 
n 
from 
f r o m u a i LU i ^ ^ J i i i v u i v c u - s u u s i a i i - ' i s ' : ' . 

•^-'^•i-'^^-,>;.i-StVH;r;^.:s'.M^K?;»a;-?,.. 
•r of mnr-

The annual number of juveniles killed with a firearm increased 
substantially between 1987 and 1993, while other types of 
homicide remained constant 

Juvenile homicide victims 
1,800 

1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 

• In 1980, fewer than half (41%) of the juveniles murdered were killed with a 
firearm. The proportion of juvenile firearm homicides began to increase in 
1987 and peaked (at 61%) in 1993. Since then, the proportion has declined 
somewhat, with 56% of juvenile homicides involving a firearm in 1997. 

Source: Authors' analyses of the FBI's Supplementary Homicide Reports for the years 
1980-1997 [machine-readable data files]. 

i 
C-1 

: and black y6uthT:The-pifopbrtiphCj^l;^. 
homicidescomniitted with a fire-'^'f •' 

rarm, which had increaised dramati-;*.^?;1 

cally between 1987 and 1993, flow-
, ever, did not decline between!i9?3--J§K .; 
:and 1997. therefore, the major r , ' / 

:hat it incre;aso(l the proportion of ; 
uveniles killed by firearms. V ' ,., 

i juvenile homicides was common in the 
1990's for both black victims and white victims 

-I 

Firearm percent of juvenile homicide victims 

70% 

60% 

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

Blc 

/ 
Wl lite 

1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 
• In the early IQSO's, proportions of juvenile homicides involving a firearm 

were roughly equal for white victims and black victims. 

• The proportion of black juvenile homicides involving a firearm increased sub­
stantially during a 3-year period in the late 1980's. 

Source: Authors' analyses of the FBI's Supplementary Homicide Reports for the years 
1980-1997 [machine-readable data files]. 
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Homicides of juveniles ages 15 to 17 were more likely to involve a 
firearm than were homicides of adults 

Percent killed by firearm in age group 
90% 

% ^ <?s \ \ ^ ^ * \ * _ 
'> ^ 

Age of victim 

• Over the 10-year period from 1987 to 1997, the proportion of homicides 
committed with a firearm increased in most victim age groups. 

Source: Authors' analyses of the FBI's Supplementary Homicide Reports for the years 
1980-1997 [machine-readable data files]. 

t Since 1980,1 in 4 murders of n ,1 * 
vjuvemles involved a juvenile 

& offender *,; 

''Nearly 38 000 juveniles were mur 
&%d ered betwee n •. 1980 

4rA 

fefevenile offenderwas; 
of these-crimes.when an'offendertr;;.^ 

) and 1997 A j u A ^ 
involved in 26/^ ' ^ 

^ was identified In murders of juve-^ i 
\ niles by juveniles about 1 of eyeryj6 1 11 ^ 

also involved an adult offender Be- L 
^ tween^l 980and 1997 the victim an'df \U , 
• the offender were theiame r$8 m Iii? 

91% of murders of juvemle&W1 , ? 
h

h luv^mles ^* W 4 

k ^ .:'ion.;oh]uvemieantird.em% .̂s 

$ that involved ^juvenile offender in-jh^ -n ^ 
'» creased from'21 ATfai 1980 to^AWnfl*> 

The proportion ohjuvenileimurdersiH^vi^ 
inli'ls^ll 

„ _ 

1994—the peakyea^for allmurders * 
by juveniles In 1980̂ an estimated «(\ 

^ 400juvenileswlVljkilled byStherjir^" 1* bother j ^ f - - ^ 
veniles arowing to nearly 900 in +, 

ItH^ * 
l i i i l 

mm1?: 

Between 1980 and 1997, 3 out of 4 murdered juveniles age 12 or 
older were killed with a firearm 

Victim ages 
Age of victim 0-17 

Weapon 0-17 0-5 6-11 12-17 Males Females 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Firearm 51 10 42 75 60 31 
Knife/blunt object 14 11 19 15 13 17 
Personal* 19 48 11 3 15 27 
Other 16 30 28 7 12 25 

• Nearly half (48%) of all murdered children below age 6 were killed by offend­
ers using only their hands, fists, or feet. 

• Male murder victims were nearly twice as likely as female victims to be killed 
with a firearm. 

" Personal includes hands, fists, or feet. 

Note: Detail may not total 100% because of rounding. 

Source: Authors' analyses of the FBI's Supplementary Homicide Reports tor the years 
1980-1997 [machine-readable data files]. 

the victims are generally 
*• ^acquaintances killed.with a v j?/^{el 

"WAV >'r +^'' t«-f 
a«0f juveniles killed by.other juveniles * &.' 

flbetw^ a f A ^ ^ / f % 
^ Jimder age^^In'nearlyhalf of thê e- , i * 4 

^ r ^ j p thelu^mle^ffender * ^ 
& 1 waŝ the pareht offthetvictinv1 In an * "as* 

V 

MARCH 2000 

V were rarely used when the victim-?1 

^"Wf underage 6^10%) S 1 

,0f juveniles killed by other juve-j, v ^ ; ' 
niles^eS^ wereVge.lS or o l d e r ^ ^ ' i 

CFe&sr thra<5% of th êsl &ldl? - l l 
;nile rv. lcti^fer^kill4tl|)y f a m i ^ -y 

strangers Between 1980 and 1997; 
these: older.ijuve n 1 lesaveijgg 

^ killed with a firearm^ 11 * ^ 
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All of the increase in homicides by juveniles between 
the mid-1980 s and ntiid-I SteO's was fii^ii reMed . 

-

f* ' number of murders committed 
i « b y , j u v e n i l e s ; - | ^ ^ ; ; B 

!#^pRbrt ;-cbmprefeihfo 
/ ' - *FBI Regardless, the number of mur-

sJ&^wa'CundbuBfe 

^ g ^ u l ^ o ^ ^ i m i i ^ l ^ 

:temurders)lin;1.99^had;atleast:one.;T: 

-rv;-"-'S: 
' ^ i j t i i 1.4"00;murders known to involve 

| f i § | | i | ^ ^ inyplved:iiv-
^ M M b ^ u t ! 1 JIOO jUvenm arid 900 adults: ^ 
^ | | | ? p f r a i l ; T ^ d ^ : i n y b l w n ^ j.uyehile'.i; 

fefe#ihyblvecl' mpre'than one.person 
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The sharp decline in homicides by juveniles between 1994 and 1997 
was attributable entirely to a decline in homicides by firearm 

Known juvenile offenders 
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2,000 
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No fire arm 
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1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 

• Between 1980 and 1987, firearms were used in just over half (54%) of all ho­
micides involving a juvenile offender. Then firearm-related homicides began 
to increase, so that, by 1994, most homicides by juvenile offenders (82%) in­
volved the use of a firearm. 

Source: Authors' analyses of the FBI's Supplementary Homicide Reports for the years 
1980-1997 [machine-readable data files]. 
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Boys and girls tend to kill 

l l t i i i p 
f 27%of;females;use(i?othen rneans;to.j 

4 *"*-?} 

their own-race?Same-raGe killing .Was^js^ 

A greater proportion of white youth,**'' > -
and American Indian youth 1 'kill^-|-* ' *J ̂  
family memberŝ thanydid youth',of' ,W t ^ l ' 

Growth in murders^.^, 
linked tosweapon^uself'^ 

: W i ^ n j r e l l s f t ; > 
rerf^ausen^r ^ u i m ^ W « W g l i t P ' 
ifere n i S l ^ o f ^ ^ | p | ^ ^ ^ ^ f e | • 

% -j,* J W W . * / iw^jf ^ v. i - / „ , youSi thajtfyouThlja 
^ ^ P., ever^roughl/equal^umbersotmale,^!^ ^ ^ 
- ' and female juvenile offenders were * Amencan Indiahs (34>ahd whites tween murder-fates andVeapoiyuse 

• ' * 1 ' ,->mK ^ <- » ' The relationshipXof^he'murde^ageplill 
^ ^ a r i l s t ' c u i ^ i S J i i i ^ 

iblackf? s similar-ito thafefo «•_»--—'•-. 
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Age-specific arrest rate trends for murder are similar to those for weapons violations 

Murder arrests per 100,000 population 
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Weapons arrests per 100,000 population 
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Source: Authors'analysis of arrest data from an unpublished FBI report for 1980 and from Crime in the United States 1997 and population data from the Bureau 
of the Census for 1980 from Current Population Reports. P25-1095 and for 1997 trom Estimates of Ihe population of States by age, sex. race, and Hispanic 
origin: 1997 [machine-readable data file]. 
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Juvenile arrest rates for weapons, which increased sharply during the late 1980's and early 1990's, 
began declining in the mid-1990's 

The juvenile arrest rate for weapons law 
violations doubled in the 6-year period between 
1987 and 1993 

Weapons arrests per 100,000 juveniles ages 10-17 
250 
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0 

Female arrest rates for weapons law violations 
nearly tripled between 1981 and 1997, while the 
male rate nearly doubled 

Percent change in weapons arrest rate from 1981 

250% 

1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 

The decline between 1993 and 1997 brought the juve­
nile arrest rate for weapons law violations to its lowest 
level since 1990, but the rate was still 55% above the 
1987 level. 

-50% 
1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 

• Even with its greater increase, the female rate in 1997 
was only 10% of the male rate. 

Note: Arrest rates are arrests per 100,000 males or females 
ages 10-17. 

Source: Authors' analysis of arrest data from unpublished FBI reports for 1980 through 1994 and the FBI's Crime in the United States reports 
for 1995, 1996, and 1997 and population data from the Bureau of the Census for 1980 through 1989 from Current Population Reports, P25-
1095 and for 1990 through 1997 from Estimates of Ihe population of States by age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin: 1990-1997 [machine-
readable data files]. 

In general, the temporal pattern of violent crimes committed by juveniles with firearms is similar to the 
adult pattern, except for the high proportion of juvenile firearm-involved crimes that occur immediately 
after school on school days 

Violent crime committed with a firearm 

Percent of violent incidents with firearm in age group 
9% 
8% 

Percent of all juvenile violent incidents with firearm 
5% 

0% 
6AM 9AM 12PM 3PM 6PM 9PM 12AM 3AM 6AM 6AM 9AM 12PM 3PM 6PM 9PM 12AM SAM 6AM 

Note: Violent crime includes murder, violent sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault, and simple assault. Data are from 12 States (Ala­
bama, Colorado, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Massachusetts, Michigan, North Dakota, South Carolina, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia). 

Source: Authors' analyses of the FBI's National Incident-Based Reporting System master files for the years 1991-1996 [machine-readable 
data files]. 
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1 in 5 juvenile arrestees carried a gun all or most of 
the time 

, , Gun use and crime among male 
jk". - arrestees/detainees is studied • 

Overall 23/ of arrestees who 
owned a gun had used one in a 
crime The proportion was higher 
;for;]uvenilesf(33%):andrhigher,.stilk 
tior.drug: sellers (.42-/>)'and gangi?5 '̂ 

\ 
t>¥e 

More than half of crime guns ^ 
were recovered from adults ages i J 1 
25 years or older ^ 

In 1996 the Bureau of AlcohoMTo- "* 
slvbacco and.Firearms established the f 

Youth Crime Gun Interdiction lmtiaR*sspi%$J 
tive to trace crime guns (i e any * f 

' firearm illegally possessed usednn a * 
— or suspected to have been ? >• 0 

axrime) recovered by^Iawtej||pli1 
enforcement. More;than^76!̂  

gunsvwere. trace^rrom?2f7«eit-
during a 1 year period fbetween^„' 
^and 1998 Almost onVhalfv. t " 

M A R C H 2 0 0 0 

»- 1 ,15 " W * 1 1 1 ^ jNqte Detail may not total 100% becau e of 
'•f v , 4 ; '*"<i roundlnq^i . f-f t 



A new survey of youth shows that handgun carrying 
is linked to other problem beliayipr 

'Mi' 

r *' „ vey askeci youth to report whether, 

- - viant and delinquent behaviors, in-
7? > "'I'clu'dine'carryine a hand&iun.' Plans-i-
f r ^ i : .i:.are ,tOA]nteryiew members; of .this.co--:.1^^ 
p f c . hort'-ever.y 2.years'fb! track:'chaneeS'i#^ 

in delinquent and criminal activity ^ 

[,. . • Youth who had. ever used mari- . . 
SK^̂ :D Ĵ..;̂ :;;̂ luana.werê more:llKelŷtô hav.e:•:;:•̂ .̂',";f 

Recent participation (i.e., within the last 12 months or 30 days prior 
to the interview) in delinquent acts such as carrying a handgun 
varied by race and ethnicity for males and females 

Behavior 
Males ages 12-16 

White Black Hispanic 
Females ages 12-16 
White Black Hispanic 

wm 
Carried a handgun 
Last 12 months 10% 8% 8% 2% 2% 2% 
Last 30 days 5 5 4 1 1 1 
To school in last 30 days < 1 1 1 0 0 < 1 

• In the year preceding the interview, white males were less likely to have 
been in a gang than black and Hispanic males but more likely to have carried 
a gun. 

Note: The white and black racial categories do not include youth ot Hispanic ethnicity. His­
panic youth can be of any race. 
Source: Authors' analysis of the Bureau of Labor Statistics' The National Longitudinal Sur­
vey of Youth 1997 [machine-readable data file]. 

Among 15-year-olds, employed youth were significantly more likely 
to have carried a gun in the last 12 months than unemployed youth 
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For every two youth-(ages 0-19^murdered 111^199^ 
one youth committed utted suicide s j < tv 

7% of all suicides in 1996 
involved youth;age 19 or younger?'M 

FBI data indicate that about 3 900 5 1 

i^iifirW:,, : f . ;oneyoutn:commitsisuicide^pgf-i5^ ! ip; 

K:. iT,sv::: .'' The Natibnar.Ci2ntSi-:fbBHealtMSfat;is^sf* 

ijj:. • ; . .>:, ••19:or-youngen.^QyerallssuicidessinH?|fet^; 
' Z \ • Creased 9% b e t w e t f a ^ ^ n ^ f 9 M : p ; g 

The rate of youth suicides involving a firearm increased 39% 
between 1980 and 1994, before declining 19% to the 1996 level 

Suicides per 100.000 youth ages 10-19 
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irec rm 

No irea rm 

1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 

Source: Authors' analysis of the National Center for Health Statistics' 1979-1996 data trom 
the compressed mortality tile [unpublished data]. 
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KS. 
^v .White .; ; :244 r i;522;7; •i:6.-.;y;w10:3:i;: 
7 Male .179 ; r,249'. '' 2.3\; '.I'S.S' V," 

Female 65 273* ? .
J0.9, ^- '3.8"; , • 

white 54 295 1 4 ' 7.7, ,y 

ale 11 48 , * <; 2 6 

* Too few.cases'to obtain a reliable;rate.. ^ I ' ^ fc 

•Nohwhite 
Male 
Kemalo 

' firearm-related suicide rate for young black males peaked in 
1994 at a level higher than the rate for young white males, before 
declining to the 1996 level 

Firearm-related suicides per 100,000 youth ages 10-19 

8 

V fhite ma es \ / \ 
* k / 

/ Blc ckr lale 5 

1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 

• Between 1994 and 1996, firearm-related suicide rates decreased 19% for 
young white males and 31% for young black males. 

• In 1996, firearm-related suicide rates for young white males declined to mid-
1980's levels, while the rate for young black males was more than twice the 
1980 rate. 

• Changes in firearm-related suicide rates for young black males were similar 
to homicide patterns for young black males between 1980 and 1996. 

Source: Authors' analysis of the National Center for Health Statistics' 1979-1996 data Irom 
the compressed mortality file [unpublished data]. 
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U.S. child homicide and suicide rates-exceed? rates for 
. . . . . . . r * _K * 

other industrialized countries 
» f -w It 1 "WSJ V J * 

mm Rates of firearm-i elated 
% homicides and suicides are 

p ^ ; ; hjgh in the U.S. 

| ^ s A s tudy conduc ted b y t h e ^ e n t e r s -s^A^ 
>;,) for Disease Cont ro l and Preven t ion . • 
p;".. . compared the homic ide and s u i c i d e ^ 
4i;r-:; ';; ; g ra tes for ch i ld ren under aae 15 in ; i ; 
i p ^ i ' P J the:U.S. w i i h the rates for several , 
| ' o ther indust r ia l ized countr ies..Each. . 
jjE.X'r .^country repor ted data for. 1 year berr i 
J , " : ; tween 1990 and 1995, U S data were ^ 1 

repor ted for 199.1. The number of : 
^homic ides per. 100,000 children:unr.:?*; 

|,!- , der age 15 in the U.S;.was five ; t imes ,x..: 
? the number in the o ther countr ies 
|; : combined (2.57 vs. 0.51). The rate of -
g i ; - ^ ; c h i l d homic ides invo lv ing a f i rearm; ; 
W iH i . v however, was 16 t imes g r e a t e n n the • > 
%;};•'.. U.S. than in the o ther .count r ies ^ : f ^ > r . 
|• . combined (0 94 vs 0 06) 

[' A s imi lar pa t te rn was seen in the * 
i o) . . : ' suic ide rates of ch i ld ren under age :. ; • 

'^.V'-'V-''' 15. Overal l , the U.S: suic ide rate was 
K i . . twice the rate for t he o ther coun- v 
f , ' "tr ies combined (0 55 vs 0 27) For" 
fS '?0-^su ic ides invo lv ing f i rearms, how--

r , ",ever, the suic ide rate in the U.S.. was ^ -

t ; ; almost 11 t imes the rate for the other .• 
0 1 ^ ' c o u n t r i e s combined (0 32 vs 0 03) j " ' 

Homicide 
rates* 

Suicide;;^: 
rates* -

mm, -
i : Ages 0-4 
te^':'::f No firearm 

U.S. Foreign: U.S: Foreign:-
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i : g : ^ H A g e s 5 - 1 4 : , . 
j ; 1 ' ; Firearm 
l l - ; N o firearm 
t , ' " Ages 0-14 
i s Firearm 
S; ^;? -?:- No firearm 

| t ' ..,'.' * Rates are the number of homicides or. sui-
f yi'.;/ cides per 100.000 children in the age group.; 

^,:,.., '-. ]: Note: Data were provided by Australia. Aus- :: 
r • ':. • tria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, England 

. and Wales, Finland, France, Germany, Hong--
Kong, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kuwait. 

; ; Netherlands, New Zealand, Northern Ire- . 
?. land, Norway, Scotland, Singapore, Sweden, 
? Spain, Switzerland, and Taiwan. 

10 

The U.S. firearm-related homicide rate for children is more than 
twice that of Finland, the country with the next highest rate 

0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.0 

Firearm-related deaths per 100,000 juveniles ages 0-14 

Note: If both suicide and homicide rates for a country were 0, that country is not displayed 
on the graph. Data were provided by Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Eng­
land and Wales, Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Ku­
wait, Netherlands, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Norway, Scotland, Singapore, Sweden, 
Spain, Switzerland, and Taiwan. 

Source: Authors' adaptation of Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Rates of ho­
micide, suicide, and firearm-related death among children—26 industrialized countries. 
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