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Miami gun manufacturer to provide 
free NRA memberships to buyers 
By Carla Crowder 
SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE 

A major gun maker has an­
nounced plans to provide a free 
National Rifle Assdciation (NRA) 
membership with every gun sold, 
joining the gun lobby's major 
election-year push to boost mem­
bership. 

Taurus International, a Miami-
based manufacturer that special­
izes in lightweight Titanium pis­
tols and revolvers, will give buyers. 
$35 vouchers — the cost of yearly 
NRA dues — to redeem for a new 
membership or renew an existing 
one, according to Taurus' Web site. 

Taurus is the only gun maker of­
fering this deal, said NRA spokes­
man Jim Manown. 

"It's all tied to the election," Mr. 
Manown said. "Membership is im­
portant to our efforts politically." 

With random gun violence, es­
pecially involving children, in the 
national spotlight, the NRA's ranks 
have climbed steadily as gun-
rights advocates pull together to 
resist new laws. 

In late 1998, the group claimed 

about 2.7 million members. In Jan­
uary, membership stood at 3.2 mil­
lion and has since swelled to 3.5 
million, Mr. Manown said. 

As a rule, the NRA benefits 
when Congress and state govern­
ments consider adding gun re­
strictions. 

The group's pamphlets and ad­
vertisements are numerous in gun 
stores and shooting publications 
and wam of dire results if more 
gun-control laws are passed. The 
lobby has stepped up that strategy 
in recent months with a series of 
infomercials and ads critical of the 
Clinton administration. 

"This year's elections will be the 
most important contests in recent 
history from a gun owner's per­
spective," the NRA's Web site read 
recently as it announced the 
group's upcoming convention in 
Charlotte, N.C, and its ongoing 
voter-registration drive. 

Several gun industry publica­
tions now carry ads showing a de­
jected gun dealer handing his keys 
over to a man in a suit. "Due to. 
recent gun laws that were passed 
locally, we have been forced to 

close," a sign at the dealer's store 
in the ad reads. 

"Is your store next?", the ad goes 
on to ask. 

It offers gun-store owners $10 
for each NRA membership they 
sell. 

"The issues of guns and the Sec­
ond Amendment are hotly de­
bated. Advocates of gun restric­
tions have been very active in the 
last couple of years," Mr. Manown 
said. 

Gun maker Tfcurus frames its 
NRA offer as a safety program. "As 
part of its ongoing support of fire­
arms safety, Taurus International 
Manufacturing Inc. will provide a 
free membership with the Na­
tional Rifle Association with each 
new Tburus rifle, revolver or pistol 
sold at retail between April 15 and 
October 31," the Web site reads. 

The notice adds that Taurus pur­
chasers will receive NRA publica­
tions that "identify safety and fire­
arms training opportunities." 

NRA funds will be used to sup­
port election campaigns of gun-
friendly lawmakers. 

Agriculture chief to lead mission to Beijing 
REUTERS NEWS AGENCY 

Agriculture Secretary Dan 
Glickman will step to center stage 
this week as the Clinton adminis­
tration begins a final monthlong 
push to persuade hundreds of 
undecided House members to sup­
port a landmark trade agreement 
with China. 

With Congress in recess, Glick­
man will lead a handful of House 
members on a six-day presidential 
mission to China, which hopes to 
join the World TVade Organization 
(WTO) this year and normalize its 
trade relationship with the United 
States. 

The delegation leaves today and 
will spend two days in Beijing be­

fore traveling to Shanghai and 
Hong Kong, where the trip con­
cludes Sunday. 

Mr. Glickman, a former con­
gressman from Kansas, was in­
vited in February to visit China by 
Chinese Ambassador Li Zhaoxing. 

The support of farm state law­
makers could be critical to House 
approval of "permanent normal 
trade relations" with China, which 
the White House says is necessary 
for the United States to receive the 
full benefits of an agreement 
reached last year on the terms of 
China's entry into the WTO. 

Under the pact, China has 
pledged to slash tariffs and open 
markets for goods and services 

ranging from agriculture to tele-' 
communications. 

The United States has extended 
normal trade relations (NTR) to 
China on a temporary basis every 
year since 1980. The status, which 
is extended permanently to most 
countries, allows China to sell its 
goods in the U.S. market at the low­
est tariffs. 

Human rights and labor groups 
opposed to ending the annual 
China trade status review process 
have criticized the Glickman trip 
as a waste of taxpayers' money. 

"A guided tour run by the Chi­
nese dictatorship is not going to 
expose members of Congress to 
the reality of what's happening 

with human rights and r 
rights and political free 
China," said Scott Nova, dir 
the Citizens TVade Campai 

But farm and business 
who will benefit if Beijing o 
market to more U.S. goods 
creased trade will be a 
force for change in China. 

As of late Friday, many di 
the trip remained unanni 
including the names of the 
members traveling with MJ 
man. An earlier trip to be 
Commerce Secretary Will 
Daley was canceled beca 
Clinton administration co 
persuade enough House m 
to go along. 
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High court 
to ponder if 
tartly bom 
etus is alive 

By Frank J. Murray / \ / 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES f " A | 

The legal assertion that a person 
can be "partially born" — thus no 
longer a fetus subject to legal abor­
tion — will be argued tomorrow 
when the Supreme Court takes up 
an issue that has inflamed emo­
tions on all sides of the abortion 
wars. 

Despite battles over partial-
birth abortion bans by the legisla­
tures of 30 states, and the twice-
vetoed acts of Congress, the phrase 
"partially borri" is new to the high 
court, which has been asked by 
Nebraska to decide that partial-
birth abortions occur so late in 
pregnancy that a child is being 
murdered instead of a fetus being 
aborted. 

" I f moral stances such as those 
asserted by the state could serve 
as legitimate bases for an abortion 
restriction, they would justify 
complete abortion bans," said New 
York lawyer Simon Heller of the 
Center for Reproductive Law &| 

Policy, who s:ud Nebraska officials 
contend they could justify banning 
"a broader range of abortions." 

He urged the Supreme Court to 
disregard Nebraska's stated goals 
of "concern for the life of the un­
born and more specifically for the 
partially-born" and "preventing 
cruelty to partially born children." 

"[They are] simply moral 
stances that the state cannot en­
force at the expense of women's 
constitutional rights," said Mr. 
Heller, who represents Dr. LeRoy 
H. Carhart of Bellevue, Neb., who 
says the law's vagueness threatens 
his prerogative to perform other 
types of abortions as well. 

As the high court prepared to 
deal for the first time in eight years 
directly with abortion, not simply 
protester rights, more than a hun­
dred pro-life organizations urged 
it to block what they call the "slip­
pery slope" to murdering new-
boms. 

TWb other important cases, both 
involving First Amendment rights 
of association, also will be argued 
this week. Tbday, the California 
Democratic Party seeks to end the 
so-called "blanket primary" im­
posed in 1996 by a voter initiative 
allowing any registered voter, re­
gardless of political party, to vote 
for any candidate in any party's 
nominating process. Wednesday, 
the Boy Scouts of America will try 
to overturn a New Jersey law re­
quiring that it allow homosexuals 
to be Scoutmasters. 

Pro-choice advocates, backed 
by the Clinton administration, ar­
gue that it is their cause that faces 
a slippery slope that would eventu­
ally outlaw other abortion methods 
early in pregnancy. 

"Can it be that under our laws a 
matter of inches separates a fun­
damental constitutional right from 
a capital crime? Of course not," 
said Pat A. Cipollone, supreme ad­
vocate of the Knights of Columbus, 
a Roman Catholic organization 
that filed a brief. 

"The attempt to characterize as 
'infanticide' an abortion being per­
formed inside a woman's body in­
volving a fetus before viability is 
flatly incompatible with the right 
to terminate pregnancy before via­
bility that this court so recently re­
affirmed," said New York Assistant 
Attorney General Jennifer K. 
Brown, who is counsel of record 
for New York, Maine, Oregon and 
Vermont in support of Dr. Carhart. 

"Partial-birth abortion breach­
es the fire wall between abortion 
and infanticide," said Clarke For-
sythe, president of Americans 
United for Life which filed a con­
trary friend of the court brief for. 
Louisiana and Mississippi. 

"lb expand the concept of via­
bility to the process of birth would 
transform the right to terminate 
pregnancy into a new constitu­
tional right to kill a child even after 
the pregnancy is terminated," his 
brief for Louisiana and Mississippi 
argued. 

"The liberty interest of preg­
nant women does not stop at the 
cervix," countered Sen. Barbara 
Boxer, California Democrat, using 
a term that invokes a person's con­
stitutional rights. Sen. Boxer 
joined a pro-choice brief in alli­
ance with 79 other members of 
Congress. 

Defenders of the Nebraska law 
say it does not violate the 1973 Roe 
vs. Wade ruling or the new con-
stitubonal test the court laid down 
in the 1992 Planned Parenthood 
vs. Casey decision, barring actions 
that unduly burden access to abor­
tion. 

"[This law] does not create an 
undue burden . . . and may also be 
upheld under a balancing test ap-
plicable to partially bom children 
since Roe and Casey dealt only 
with the 'unborn,'" said the main 
brief from state Attorney General 
Donald Stenberg. 

"The effect of Nebraska's statute 
is to ban one unnecessary and rare 
procedure," he said. 

"Roe, this argument goes, is 
about the 'unborn,' whereas this 
legislation is about the 'partially 
born,' "Sen. Boxer retorted, charg­
ing that Mr. Stenberg concluded 
erroneously that the Supreme 
Court would allow "different re-

, suits for fetuses which are 'un-
j born' and those which are 'par-
I tiallybom.'" 

Despite using the word "un­
born" in its law, Nebraska has 
maintained since 1997 that a fetus 

I is partially born when a substan­
tial portion of its body is moved 
from the womb, and that what fol­
lows is not abortion but "medically 
unnecessary and looks disturb­
ingly close to infanticide." 

Opponents scoff that an arm or 
a leg also are "substantial por­
tions" that may be removed from 
the uterus using other abortion 
methods that in no way equate with 
birth, and they asked the court to 
dismiss that line of reasoning. 
Many of the 34 briefs detailed 
clinical particulars of abortion 
methods, including suction curet­
tage, which the Justice Depart­
ment said is used when the living 
fetus is so small it "often involves 
the removal of the fetus intact, and 
before fetal demise, into the va­
gina." 

Nebraska's law — similar to 
those in 29 other states and the fed -
eral bill twice vetoed by President 
Clinton — defines partial-birth 
abortion as intentionally removing 
a substantial portion of "a living 
unborn child" feet first from the 
uterus into the vaginal tract, then 
killing it so the head may be 
crushed enough to let it pass 
through the cervix and allow re­
moval from the mother's body. 

From the opening days of the 
challenge to its law, Nebraska offi­
cials argued that "the Supreme 
Court has never recognized a con­
stitutional right to kill a partially 
born human being." 

"We reject this argument be­
cause there is no precedent for it," 
U.S. District Judge Richard G. 
Kopf of Lincoln, Neb., wrote on 
Aug. 14, 1997, when he declared 
the state law unconstitutional. 

Pro-choice forces, and the 8th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, chal­
lenged even the name of state laws 
banning late-term "partial-birth 
abortion" and charged they are in­
tended to threaten abortion prac­
tices from the very earliest mo­
ments. 

The 7th Circuit ruled Illinois' 
similar law constitutional, but its 
enforcement was blocked by an 
emergency order from Justice 
John Paul Stevens, apparently 
pending a decision in Stenberg vs. 
Carhart. 

The 7th Circuit decided that 
banning partial-birth abortion 
does not unduly burden a woman's 
rights because, according to the 
American Medical Association 
(AMA), there is no situation in 
which the procedure doctors call 
"intact dilation and extraction" is 
the only appropriate way to induce 
abortion. 

Even if the ban were confined to 
the one late-term procedure, the 
Justice Department argued in a 
written brief, it fails the "undue 
burden" test because it doesn't 
provide an exception to preserve a 
pregnant woman's health. 

The brief by Solicitor General 
Seth P. Waxman acknowledged the 
AMA assurance that other abor­
tion methods are available, but 
said that "for at least some women, 
those other procedures would 
jeopardize their health." 

Because Congress may enact a 
third bill, Mr. Waxman asked 10 
minutes to argue the administra­
tion's viewpoint during the hear­
ing. The justices refused a request 
that is normally routinely ap­
proved. 
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