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FINAL VOTE RESULTS FOR ROLL CALL 235 
(Republicans in roman; Democrats in italic; Independents underlined) 

HR2122 RECORDED VOTE 18-JUN-1999 1:23 AM 
AUTHOR(S): McCarthy of New York Amendment 
QUESTION: On Agreeing to the Amendment 
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Abercrombie Gephardt ; i Nadler j 

Acfcerman ] Gilchrest t Napolitano ) 

_ . . J Gonzalez f N e d l " 
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iXJptori \ 

McGoverh 
» — — — „ — . — ? 

Velazquez ] 

| Eshoo J McKinney ..J Venio 

McNulty 1 
< Visclosky \ 

rl 
Meehan Waters \ 

l\Fattah j "MeeT(ri) 
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| Forbes Menendez ! 
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a Defame Appropriaxtsia 
a ^abor/HHS Approphitions 

^ ^ ^ • 4 «•.•••-' 

•OO/TC/TO 



DPC 

_02/02/00 WED 10:17 FAX 

r 
Siooa 

21003 

April Reecaa to July 4'* Rcccaa 

a 
ca 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 

•a 
3 

a 
a 
g 
a 
a 
a 

Agrvsulrwr Appiopriatfoos 
Comt&ctee/JwWiee/SUXe AppinptiabcnS 
D.C AppiopriadoM 
Eaetgy asui Voter Appropriaiiotu 
Foreign OpemiDiui Appropriatwos 
Interior Appcopriauani 
t-cgjsUSva Appcvpriaiieas 
Sfilitaxy Co&saucuaa Appro priatiaw 
TnosportBCioaAppttrpriatioM 
TnsMUty/P««*l Appmpriaiiows 
PrwcripBCn Drug* (WiM/COMi 
D.C. Scbalax̂ hlpS (GK) 
lDieHieco<e Authoriunino CtNT/AS) 
Yucca Moumain̂ ScnftW acts first. ih«n iKe House (COM/T&I/BUD) 

• ?am Relief Prcnaaiioa Act̂ Aaiisicd Suicide canfcrcucc repon(JUD/COM^ - soil 
needs Seaaus action 
Unborn Victim* of Violence Act ena/ertnee tepan - still needx Senate sctiott 
(JUDJAS) 
Ctild Custody Protection Act conference report - still needs Sepete iction (JUD) 
Ccop Instwmce enntoence report - sliU need* SWSUB action (AO) 
Uiah National Park Sc. Public LoncU Wilderness Act (KES) 
Nadonal Science Foundadna Rcauthorizadon (SO) 
Money LauncLcriag (BNK/JUD) 
Water Fesoweea Development Aec(T^D 
Mctb*n»pb«cainine Drug Enforcemem (JUD/COM) 
Union Domoetacy (E&W) 

July 4^ ta August Receas 

(Need to be cognixani of moving Ug\sI«ion in UiisiimB fpsnm Nrfiich helps ua setup the 
August reo**! — chough ihe canvenrions may drown tha* ouc] 

a ES£A Reauihonzation conference irpon - FXUI Ottds Senare actioa (E&^Y) 
a Omnibus Crime BUI Reawhorisaiion - local law enfwwiww gywns, vruih.-ic\-

seatenciog gnnts. Violence Against Women Act (JUI}) 
a WTO - Continued U .5. panicipBUon (WJfcM) 
a Pemunem NTR fbr China (W&M) 
3 Superfund Refonn iCOMTTAirv&M) 
a Hl-D VIMS <JUD) 
q Msgxiuiaa-Stcvcnt Fishery CaM«vaona end Maaagcinent Reamborization (RES) 
a Maxine Mammal Protection Act Reamhorizauon (RES) 

^AdImlusffa«onActRcau^horitorioa(I^l/AS/B^fK) • 

OOr'TC/IO 



WED lO.-H, f . FAX DPC 

@00<J 

ona bill* 

COO/ 

* B** oo/rc/r 



JACK REED PLEASE RESPOND TO: 
RHODE I S L A N D 

WASHINGTON, DC: 
COMMITTEES 320 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3903 

ARMED SERVICES 1 ^ n i > l > H Q ^ f - n ^ i V Q L f r n n t i - i * (202)224-4642 lanittd (States Senate BANKING 
RHODE ISLAND: 

HEALTH AND EDUCATION WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3903 201 HILLSIDE ROAD 
AGING SUITE 200 

December 17, 1999 

GARDEN CITY 

CRANSTON, Rl 02920-5602 

14011943-3100 

TDD RELAY RHODE ISLAND 
1-18001 745-5555 

Mr. Bruce Reed C / \ / j u ^ 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
The White House , ^ o T T c c ^ 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. ( Q O J J ^ U 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

www.senate.gov/~reed 

Dear Bruce: 

I am writing to seek your support for legislation I am introducing early next year, the n Q . 
Handgun Safety and Registration Act of 2000. I understand that the Administration is ^ 
now preparing a broad strategy for the upcoming year to reduce gun violence in our 
communities. I believe handgun registration is a crucial component of any effort to 
prevent these weapons from falling into the wrong hands and to enable law enforcement 
agencies nationwide to more easily trace handguns used in crime. 

Many Americans are unaware that there is a successful federal weapons 
registration system already in place under the 1934 National Firearms Act (NFA). As you 
know, the NFA requires registration of all machine guns, short-barrel shotguns and short-
barrel rifles, silencers, bombs, grenades, and other specialized weapons. 

The Handgun Safety and Registration Act would require the registration of all 
handguns under the NFA within one year of enactment. The bill would help law 
enforcement more effectively trace handguns used in crime by making registration data 
available on-line to state and local law enforcement agencies. Tracing methods used today 
are extremely cumbersome and favor criminals over the police. When a crime gun is 
recovered, a state or local law enforcement agency contacts ATF with the name of the 
manufacturer and the serial number of the handgun -- if it has not been removed by the 
criminal. ATF in turn contacts the manufacturer, which provides the name of the 
wholesale or retail dealer to whom the handgun was sold. ATF then contacts the dealer to 
obtain the name of the individual or another retail dealer who purchased the handgun. 

All too often, this is where the trail goes cold, and another gun crime may go 
unsolved. If the individual handgun owner has sold the gun to another person in a private 
sale, there is no way for law enforcement to follow the path of the handgun without time-
consuming detective work and a good deal of luck. Subsequent private transfers or gun 
show sales are similarly unrecorded. Even before the first retail sale, law enforcement is 
completely dependent upon the record keeping of gun manufacturers and gun dealers to 
follow the trail of a handgun from manufacture to criminal use. There is currently no law 
enforcement database of handgun production or sales in the United States. The Handgun 
Safety and Registration Act would give the advantage back to the police by making 
handgun registration data available to law enforcement in an easily accessible format. 
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In addition to improving law enforcement's tracing capabilities, the Handgun Safety 
and Registration Act would help to prevent handguns from ending up in the possession of 
people who are likely to commit gun crimes. The bill would require registration of all 
handguns, including those currently in private possession, and would make it a felony for 
any person to transfer a handgun to another individual without prior law enforcement 
approval. As it currently does for all NFA weapons, ATF would conduct a background 
check on the transferee through the National Crime Information Center (NCIC), the 
Treasury Enforcement Criminal System (TECS), and the National Law Enforcement 
Tracking System (NLETS). This would provide a clear incentive for all handgun owners 
and dealers to exercise great caution when they choose to sell or otherwise transfer a 
handgun to another person. 

It is my hope that by requiring registration of all handguns under the National 
Firearms Act, we can give law enforcement officials the tools to conduct faster and more 
reliable tracing of handguns used in crime, and prevent handguns from falling into criminal 
hands in the first place. Handgun Control, Inc. has expressed support for this effort, along 
with the Violence Policy Center and Physicians for Social Responsibility. 

I look forward to discussing this legislation with you in the near future and to 
working with the Administration to pass sensible, effectiye^aiilffgisJation next year. 
I have enclosed a copy of the bill and a summary for yptirreviewN If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Sfeve Eichenauejyof my staff at 
202-224-4642. 

Reed 
States Senator 

Enclosures 



Handgun Safety and Registration Act of 2000 
Summary 

Adds handguns to the list of weapons registered by the Secretary of the Treasury, Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF), under the National Firearms Act (NFA), which 
currently covers machine guns, short-barrel shotguns, short-barrel rifles, silencers, bombs, 
grenades, and other specialized weapons. [Subsection 2(a)] 

Requires all handguns, including those currently in private possession, to be registered 
•with ATF within one year of enactment. If a handgun is transferred to another individual 
during the one-year transition period, the bill requires the handgun to be registered prior 
to the transfer. [Subsection 2(0] 

Imposes federal law enforcement background checks on all handgun transfers, including 
both primary and secondary transfers. For all NFA weapons, ATF conducts background 
checks through the National Crime Infonnation Center (NCIC), the Treasury Enforcement 
Criminal System (TECS), and the National Law Enforcement Tracking System (NLETS). 

To ensure compliance with the Handgun Safety and Registration Act, the bill requires the 
Secretary to take measures to inform the public of the requirements of the Act, such as 
public service announcements. [Subsection 2(h)] 

Requires ATF to share handgun registration data with local, state, and federal law 
enforcement officials to enhance tracing capabilities (exempts handgun registration 
information from the disclosure restrictions ofthe Internal Revenue Code of 1986, of 
which the NFA is a part). [Subsection 2(e)] 

Imposes a tax of $5 on handgun registration and transfers, rather than the $200 tax 
imposed on most NFA weapons. [Subsections 2(b) and 2(f)(1)] 

Imposes a $50 tax on the making of a handgun, rather than the $200 tax imposed on the 
making of most NFA weapons. [Subsection 2(c)] 

Permits the continued importation of handguns by excluding handguns from the general 
prohibition on importation of NFA firearms under section 5844 of the NFA. 
[Subsection 2(d)] 

Only required participation by state and local law enforcement is the Chief Law 
Enforcement Officer's completion of the "Law Enforcement Certification" portion of ATF 
registration or transfer form (as currently required for all NFA weapons). State and local 
law enforcement agencies are not required to administer the registration program or send 
forms to ATF. On a voluntary basis, they may choose to provide ATF registration 
documents to the public. 



To further ensure that registration and transfer forms are readily available to the public, 
the bill requires ATF to post forms on the Internet in a downloadable format, and to make 
forms available to state and local law enforcement agencies, the U.S. Postal Service, and 
regional offices of ATF and other Treasury Department bureaus. [Subsection 2(g)] 

Authorizes such appropriations as may be necessary to enable ATF to administer the new 
handgun registration and background check provisions in the bill. [Subsection 2(i)] 

How would it work? 

• The handgun owner (the registrant) obtains an ATF registration form and FBI fingerprint 
form FD-258, either from his or her local Chief Law Enforcement Officer, by mail from 
ATF, at a U.S. Post Office, or from a regional ATF/Treasury Department facility. 

• The registrant fills out the registration form and affixes a 2x2 inch photograph of himself 
taken within the past year. 

• The registrant takes the form to his or her Chief Law Enforcement Officer, who completes 
the "Law Enforcement Certification" portion of the form. 

• The registrant completes FBI fingerprint card Form FD-258. Fingerprints must be taken 
by a person qualified to do so and must be clear, unsmudged and classifiable. 

• A check or money order for $5 is made payable to ATF by the registrant. 

• The registrant sends all completed forms, accompanying materials, and tax payment to: 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
P.O. Box 73201 
Chicago, EL 60673 

• If application is approved, the original of the form with the canceled stamp affixed, 
showing approval, will be returned to the applicant. Otherwise, the tax will be refunded. 

Transferring a handgun 

Transfer procedures are similar to the registration process described above, except that the 
transferee completes the reverse of the transfer form, has the Chief Law Enforcement Officer 
complete the "Law Enforcement Certification," and attaches photos and fingerprint data. 
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1 0 6 T I I CONGRESS t , 
2D SESSION 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. REED introduced the following bill; wliich was read twice and referred to 
the Conunittee on 

A BILL 
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to require 

the registration of handguns, and fbr other purposes. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa~ 

2 tives ofthe United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

4 This Act may be cited as the "Handgun Safety and 

5 Registration Act of 2000". 

6 SEC. 2. REGISTRATION OF HANDGUNS. 

7 (a) HANDGUN INCLUDED I N DEFINITION OF FIEE-

8 ARM.— 

9 (1) I N GENERAL.—Section 5845(a) of the In-

10 tcmal Revenue Code of 1986 (defining firearm) is 

11 amended by striking "and (8) a destructive device" 
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1 and inserting "(8) a. handgun; and (9) a destructive 

2 device". 

3 (2) DEFINITION OF HANDGUN.—Section 5845 

4 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to 

5 definitions) is amended by adding at the end the fol-

6 lowing: 

7 "(n) HANDGUN.— 

8 "(1) I N GENERAL.—The term 'handgun' means 

9 any weapon (including a starter gun) which— 

10 "(A) is designed to or may be readily con-

11 verted to expel a projectile by the action of an 

12 explosive, and 

13 "(B) has a short stock and is designed to 

14 be held and fired by the use of a single hand. 

15 "(2) DISASSEMBLED PARTS INCLUDED.—Such 

16 term shall also include the frame or receiver of any 

17 such weapon, and any combination of parts from 

18 wliich a handgun can be assembled if such parts are 

19 in the possession or under the control of a person. 

20 "(3) EXCLUSION.—Such term shall not include 

21 a firearm classified as 'any other weapon' under sub-

22 section (e).". 

23 (b) TRANSFER TAX IMPOSED ON HANDGUNS.—Sec-

24 tion 5811(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (rclat-
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1 ing to rate) is amended by inserting "or as a handgun 

2 under section 5845(a)(8)" after "section 5845(e)". 

3 (c) T A X ON MAKING FIREARMS IMPOSED ON HAND-

4 GUNS.—Section 5821(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 

5 1986 (relating to rate) is amended by inserting ", except, 

6 the tax on any firearm classified as a handgun under sec-

7 tion 5845(a)(8) shall be at the rate of $50 for each such 

8 firearm made" after "firearm made". 

9 (d) IMPORTATION POLICY CONTINUED.— 

10 (1) I N GENERAL.—Section 5844 of the Internal 

11 Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to importation) is 

12 amended by adding at the end the following: "This 

13 section shall not apply to any firearm classified as 

14 a handgun under section 5845(a)(8).". 

15 (2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 

16 925(d)(3) of title 18, United States Code, is amend-

17 ed by inserting "(-without regard to paragraph (8) 

18 thereof)" after "section 5845(a)". 

19 (e) SHARING OF REGISTRATION INFORMATION W I T H 

20 STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES.— 

21 (1) I N GENERAL.—Section 6103(o) of the In-

22 temal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to disclosure 

23 of returns and return information with respect to 

24 certain taxes) is amended by adding at the end the 

25 following: 
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1 "(3) TAXES IMPOSED ON TRANSFER OF HAND-

2 GUNS.—Returns and return information with respect 

3 to taxes imposed by part I I of subchapter A of chap-

4 tor 53 (relating to tax on transferring firearms) on 

5 any firearm classified as a handgun under section 

6 5845(a)(8) shall be available in an on-line format for 

7 inspection by or disclosure to officers and employees 

8 of— 

9 "(A) any Federal law enforcement agency, 

10 and 

11 "(B) any State or local law enforcement 

12 agency, 

13 whose official duties require such inspection or dis-

14 closure.". 

15 (2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 

16 6103(p)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 

17 amended— 

18 (A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

19 (A)— 

20 (i) by striking "or (o)(l)" and insert-

21 ing "(o)(l), or (o)(3)(A)", 

22 (ii) by striking "or (1)(6)" and insert-

23 ing "(1)(6)", 

24 (iii) by inserting "or (o)(3)(B)," after 

25 "(16),", and 
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1 (B) in subparagraph (F)(i)— 

2 (i) by striking "or (1)(6)" and inscrt-

3 ing a ( l )(6)", and 

4 (ii) by inserting "or (o)(3)(B)," after 

5 "(16),", and 

6 (C) in subparagraph (F)(ii), by striking 

7 "or (o)(l)" and inserting ", (o)(l), or 

8 (o)(3)(A)". 

9 (f) TRANSITION RUIJE FOR NONREGISTERED H A N D -

10 GUNS.— 

11 (1) I N GENERAL.—Any person possessing any 

12 fireann classified as a handgun under section 

13 5845(a)(8) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 

14 not registered in the National Firearms Registration 

15 and Transfer,Record maintained by the Secretary of 

16 the Treasury' under section 5841 of such Code shall 

17 register such handgun— 

18 (A) within 1 year of the date of the enact-

19 ment of this Act, or 

20 (B) upon the transfer of such handgun be-

21 fore such 1 year anniversary date. 

22 (2) TREATMENT OF REGISTRATION AS TRANS-

23 FER.—For purposes of any tax imposed by part I I 

24 of subchapter A of chapter 53 of the Internal Revc-

25 nuc Code of 1986 (relating to tax on transferring 
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1 firearms) on any firearm classified as a handgun 

2 under section 5845(a)(8) of such Code, any registra-

3 tion of such handgun under paragraph (1)(A) shall 

4 be considered a transfer of such handgun. 

5 (3) NONAPPLICATION OF PENALTY.—Section 

6 5861(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall 

7 not apply with respect to the possession of any 

8 handgun before the date of the registration of such 

9 handgim under paragraph (1). 

10 (g) PROVISION OF REGISTRATION FORMS.— 

11 (1) AVAHJABILITY.—To promote and assist 

12 compliance with the handgun registration requirc-

13 ments under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 

14 amended by this section, the Secretary of the Treas-

15 ury shall make available such registration and fin-

16 gerprint forms as may be required by the public for 

17 compliance with such requirements— 

18 (A) to State and local law enforcement 

19 agencies and facilities of the Department of the 

20 Treasury throughout the States, the United 

21 States Postal Service, and such other agencies 

22 and departments of the Federal Govenunent as 

23 the Secretary determines would aid in making 

24 such forms available to the public; and 
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1 (B) through the Internet in a downloadable 

2 format. 

3 (2) SINGLE FORM.—The Sccretaiy of the 

4 Treasury shall make available registration forms 

5 that allow an individual to register the possession or 

6 transfer of more than 1 firearm classified as a hand-

7 gun under section 5845(a)(8) of the Internal Revc-

8 nue Code of 1986 on a single form. 

9 (h) PROGRAM OF PUBLIC AWARENESS—Within 60 

10 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-

11 retary of the Treasury- shall commence a program to 

12 broaden public awareness of the handgun registration rc-

13 quirements under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 

14 amended by this section. Such program may include vol-

15 untary cooperative, efforts with Federal, State, and local 

16 law enforcement agencies and pubhc service announce-

17 ments as deemed appropriate by the Secretary. 

18 (i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There 

19 arc authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be 

20 necessaiy- for the Secretary of the Treasury to earn' out 

21 the provisions of and amendments made by this Act. 

22 (j) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by 

23 this section shall take effect on the date of the enactment 

24 of this Act. 


