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BODY: 
Civil rights actions now 

We have preliminarily reviewed the draft report of the Department of Education Office of 
Civil Rights Issues Committee regarding Texas Southern University and Prairie View 
A&M University and are cautiously optimistic about the recommended course the 
committee has charted. We appreciate the hard work of the committee on this challenging 
issue. 

Given the history of "big plans and broken promises'' when it comes to issues of 
discrimination, however, we are skeptical about getting any results. 

The plan - if it is implemented - represents a modest start toward ensuring Texas 
Southern and Prairie View A&M achieve a level of quality that will enhance educational 
opportunities and improve the lives of many Texans. 

It is a modest downpayment, however, for solving such a major, historical problem. This 
is the fourth plan drafted in the past 20 years to address vestiges of discrimination in 
Texas higher education, yet little progress has been made to date. 

In fact, it has been nearly three decades since the Department of Education's Office of 
Civil Rights first found that discrimination continued to haunt Texas' colleges and 
universities. We have not seen much progress over the years, so it is hard to get too 
excited about yet another plan. 

In our view, several questions remain unanswered. Because the OCR played such a small 
role in the actual drafting of this report, do its Issues Committee's recommendations go 
far enough to ensure that Texas finally meets the minimum requirements mandated by 
Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act? 
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Have federal officials given Texas assurance that this plan takes the necessary steps to 
eliminate vestiges of discrimination in higher education and to ensure that African­
Americans and other persons of color have adequate opportunity to receive a college 
education? 

How soon will an official report from this committee be released and has Texas actually 
given any assurance that it will enact these recommendations and provide this minimal 
level of funding? 

Because of the record, we believe prudence demands our skepticism. 

Overall, the report represents a first step toward ensuring TSU and Prairie View are 
provided the resources needed to overcome past discrimination in order to compete in the 
21st century. 

We look forward to working with the OCR Issues Committee, education leaders across 
Texas and the Legislature to take the next step and implement these policies. But this 
should only be considered the ''next phase," not the end of efforts to eliminate vestiges of 
discrimination in Texas higher education. 

We can no longer accept broken promises on this issue. 

U.S. Rep. Shelia Jackson Lee, state Sen. Rodney Ellis, and state Rep. Garnet Coleman, 
Houston 
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P01l IM¥JtJ>JA TE .R.£LEASE COQlJd! Mi~l Jon.es 
May ZXr 2000 3 l 21'63-1826 

GOVERNOll. BUSH BACKS PLA1'l TO BOOST STATE'S BLACK COLLRGlS 

AUSTJ:N ... (icr\·mior Ocarp YI. Bush IOday 1ZUtowx:cd tha-c the State of1 exas ~ ttic 
U.S. Dap&mieoi: of~n have 81retd ID coJlabor111t1: on the developmmt of a plan ta 
imJ!ft'V• ~quality ofpraiJ"!!Dll and f."ac;iJhies llDd to improve rctctltion and snduation of 
11tudm'lts It T•• Southan UJ'Jivc:ni.ry and Pni.ric: ViC'alo' A&MUDivcnity, the 1tats'a two 
?listDricallY blJclc public uohcnitifl! . 

.. I 'IPiiat all T aazia tc havr: an cpportumt)' !El cajoy the bi:Defit:s ct' our state's tiighar 
ec!ucllli<Jll S)'StOm," Mid. Go"am« Bu.!th. ' 1S~1 Prairie": View anli Te,;,m Sou.th='l'I,, al.oQ.i 
&id! tZx ttaU'a oth« public: unlvcniti11, ic im90l'W:lt in gff"eriog .i qmlity cdUQ&tion to all of OQJ.' 

pqJci,- he .ddoi 

Ur* the ~'L ~ Tc::l(&I lit1hcr :Edue.arton CoordiMtiiis Bawd ,a.rill w *t a 
CQl:ilpt"h•ve pl111 for impro~ ~ two Nlo~liUPf!Orttd ~01'. Th• plan. .S i.ia:lude 
c~1te;.tu. 

l> &hcuoe the miJCODl of th& NlJll'I hiltmically bl~k 11.nivcinjtil'ls to l:DllllU'\'I tl!ey do T.JOt 
j'JEQCJOte ncia1 ict.ntllilbilitf; 

> Strengthen eilti.ag ;m;ai!~ ptogr'Ullii .m c:reate now high val~. bigb dcina.nd. .a.caddmic 
,,ngJama. Prvsram• beUis rcvi~ai .z Prairie View i'l'.l1;lw!c ~ a:rc:bi~ 111Jd 
c.on~n, juveiJe justi'° and nuniq. Texou Southern. PfCll'l'llm.S bei111 ~lld 
Include bi.omc:dical and p~c:utical 1ciaicr:1i, \ll'b111. plmnin~. cQmputm° angin~g e.nd 
e:ivironmcrital law ICd policy; 

> Provide bath iutitudona "'1th the &.iU.tice md dd!£i' RilOl.l.lCCS nct:d.ed to suppgrt sd!lting 
mi neiiv progns:1a~ 

""'\ 
' 

Bnaure £".gUmu aiid c:.ampu1 cnvi:cru:Dsla sre 1!1:1.1.1al to atato--N.ndcd &eiliti~ii at ccatpart'ble ) 
atJu1: htsJier el1uQti.Oft luritutiam; . 
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GOVERNOR BUSH BACKS PL~ TO BOOST STATE'S BL4CK COLLEGES 
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im:P"'V• ~quality ofprajnma and fac::iJi.tlcs md to improve rdCIUtion aid pw.duation of 
ata.dm\ts in T•• Sou1harn U.nivt::rli.ry and Pn.irlc: ViC'al>' A&M UDivcnity, the: 1tats'a rwo 
?listoricallY blaolc public uoll'cr.ritifl!. 

'1 waat all Taazia tc h1vr: an opportumty !1:1 enjoy the ~ts cf our mte's higbar 
educil.iCD l)'J'tem." Mid. Oo,,m.« Bu.!h. ''S~c Pr&irii: View anli Te,. Sou.~cni. al.OU& 
&1th tbc au .• othC' pu.'b Uc: unJvcnitiH, is ini90rtut in crfferiog a. qiality oiUQ&tiOn to alJ 0 f oar 
p110p,la1 • hci .ddoi 

um. the ~t_ ~ Te:i<&I Rt1her Eduearton C.oordinll'in! Ban '11/lll dr ..,. a 
c:~hcolive pl111 for improvi:ag the two Nlo~~nfd ridu>o1'. Th• ,1.ar1 .m b:acl.ude 
conarctc 1tc0t tz7: 

»- &bcw: the milriom of !h£ Nlll'I h~ariclllly bllDk t1.nivor.i:Jti1:111 to ertlUJ"ll they do rlCJt 

JJrQmCJte ncW id.m.tifilbllity; 

> Stn:nglhm m:ilti.gg ;m;ad~ pcop1:iu ~ c::rea!e nci~ higll value, bigb deinand .acmiorrlic 
:l'f'Ol!Jilm. Propm• beiDS rcvic:wm:l .z Prairie ViC'lt" iriiwbadci ~ arcbi~ m:1d 
canlGJ'uctiou, juvc:iiJe justic;c IJ1.d nnaiq. Texas Southern. p1"QIJ'mi!I bei111 mi,ewlld 
include biomedical and p~C'tlt:ical •~icrt,ci, wb111. plmning, cQ~ mgi1uning and 
~vi.ranmc:rital law md policy: 

~ Provide bath i'Utitudons ~th the fiM:illtice mid~ Rll;~lllii ncedai to suppgtt ~isting 
&tJd. ~ progr•1a; 

'\ 

Enaure fsg(lftiu al:ld c:anpu1cnvi:anmmu11:re 15'.ltlal to atato--!Uo.dcd ~iliti~51 It cca!J'artble ) 
attu1: hiS}l« el1u.c&tion lnatitu:tiom; . 
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Agreement to address college bias 

Texas plans to spend extra on black schools 

By RON NISSIMOV 
Copyright 2000 Houston Chronicle 

Gov. George W. Bush and the federal government 
agreed Thursday to work together to address concerns 
that Texas may be discriminating against its two 
historically black colleges. 

Officials said the formal agreement is a necessary step 
before Texas can implement a plan to address the 
federal concerns, and does not necessarily mean that the 
U.S. Department of Education's Office of Civil Rights 
believes Texas is headed in the right direction. 

A state committee in late April proposed spending an 
extra $380 million in the next 20 years on Texas 
Southern University and Prairie View A&M University 
to address the federal concerns. 

The Coordinating Board will vote on the 
recommendations in October. If they are approved by 
the board, Bush and the Legislature that convenes next 
year would also have to approve the funding. 

Bush spokesman Michael Jones said Thursday's 
agreement is "just the next step in a long process." He 
said the governor "is strongly backing the whole 
concept and process for making these two very 
important universities even stronger." 

Jones said he expects the Office of Civil Rights to 
comment on the specific recommendations by 
September, but officials at the federal office could not 
confirm Thursday if they plan to do that. 

The agreement, signed by Bush and Department of 
Education officials, said Texas will try to achieve five 
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general goals. 

-·-······ 
These are: ancing fu.as' black ~o}Jeges to ensure 
they promote cial identifiabi}ityW"'while at the same 
time not promote segTegatioil;""implement unique and 
desirable academic programs at the black colleges; 
provide the black colleges with necessary facilities; 
make the facilities and campuses of the black colleges 
as attractive as historically white colleges; and increase 
the number of minority students graduating from 
traditionally white colleges. 

The federal government in the late 1970s and early 
1980s asked 19 states with traditionally black colleges 
to come up with plans to remedy past discrimination. 
Texas agreed to develop a plan in 1983, but the federal 
government and the state had not settled the case before 
the U.S. Supreme Court in the early 1990s made a 
ruling against Mississippi in a similar matter. 

The findings in that case, U.S. vs. Fordice, led the 
Office for Civil Rights to conclude last year that Texas 
may be promoting segregation because, among other 
things, white students did not have enough incentive to 
attend the state's two historically black colleges . 

"We are grateful for the existence of federal civil rights 
laws, such as the Supreme Court case of U.S. vs. 
Fordice and the Civil Rights Act of 1964, that instigated 
the final agreement ... between Texas and the U.S. 
Department of Education Office for Civil Rights," said 
U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, D-Houston, who has'\ 
worked to try to resolve the issue. /' 

"It's important to note the U.S. Supreme Court said in 
the Fordice case that having race-neutral policies alone 
is not sufficient to detennine whether a state has 
discharged its obligation,'' Lee said. "We will have to 
obtain adequate funding in order to make sure the 
commitment comes into fruition." 

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, the 
agency in charge of making policy guidelines for state 
colleges, organized a Committee on OCR Issues to 
develop recommendations addressing the concerns. 
Those recommendations, which were issued in late 
April, proposed expenditures of $196 million -­
including $30 million in private funds -- would go to 
TSU in Houston. All the $184 million proposed for 
Prairie View A&M would be public money. 
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Most of the money would be for construction of new 
buildings and improving existing facilities. For TSU, 
$121 million would be for such expenses wd $140 
million for Prairie View. 

The Office for Civil Rights said it found 11unnecessary 
duplication" of courses at TSU and nearby University of 
Houston, as well as Prairie View and Texas A&M 
University. 

In a controversial stance, the OCR said the state should 
develop innovative and "highly desirable" academic 
programs at TSU and Prairie View that would not be 
available at UH and Texas A&M, respectively. 

For TSU, the state committee recommended improving 
or creating programs in several areas, including law, 
business, pharmacy, education training, biomedical and 
pharmaceutical sciences, urban planning and 
environmental policy, environmental law and justice, 
computer science, and computer engineering 
technology. 

For Prairie View, the academic improvements 
recommended are in the areas of engineering, 
architecture and construction, juvenile justice, nursing 
and educator training, 
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