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The education community's independent daily news service---------------

Teacher Training Issue 
Surfaces In Finance Debate 
Republicans introduced their preferred 
teacher-training plan as an amendment to a 
bankruptcy bill slated for debate in the Senate 
yesterday and today, leaving education lobby­
ists scurrying to shoot it down. 

The National Education Association (NEA) on 
Monday sent a letter to members of the Senate 
condemning a proposal by Sen. Judd Gregg, 
R-N.H., to attach the GOP's teacher quality 
plan to S. 625, the 1999 Bankruptcy Reform 
Act. 

Gregg's amendment, like the House-passed 
Teacher Empowerment Act <TEA), H.R. 1995, 
would consolidate the president's smaller­
classes program, the Goals 2000 initiative and 
the Eisenhower professional development pro­
gram into one account for either teacher 
training or hiring. Unlike the House bill, how­
ever, Gregg would not require states to develop 
plans for employing a fully qualified teaching 
force by Dec. 31, 2003. 

"The proposed amendment," NEA said in its 
letter, "provides no resources or requirements 
to ensure every child the opportunity to learn 
from a highly qualified teacher." 

Financial Incentives, Too 
Gregg, however, took the Senate floor yester­
day to criticize President Clinton's $1.2 billion 
program for reducing class size in grades K-3, 
claiming that Democrats are trying to usurp 
local decision-making power in education. 

The Gregg plan also would offer teachers and 
school staff immunity from lawsuits related to 
school discipline, as the House proposed in 
both its juvenile crime bill, H.R. 1501, and its 
plan for educating disadvantaged children, 
H.R. 2. 

Gregg would add some new wrinkles, too, cre­
ating tax deductions for teachers for their 

(more on p. 4) 
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Supreme Court Gives Ohio 
A Victory On Vouchers ........................... Page 3 

Charlotte Schools Seek Reprieve 
On End To Busing ................................... Page 3 

Funding AJert.. ........................................ Page 6 

~ 

CCSSO Calls For Equity 
eschool Pro 

SAN FRANCISCO-State school officials on 
Saturday joined a growing chorus calling for 
federal and state policymakers to expand chil­
dren's access to quality early intervention and 
preschool services. 

Conference 
Report 

The Council of Chief 
State School Officers 
(CCSSO), conducting 
its annual meeting 

here, passed a resolution Saturday calling for 
comprehensive planning in early childhood 
educational and health services, and empha­
sizing the need to ensure low-income families 
can benefit from the same developmental op­
portunities available to wealthier ones. 

"It's a call to action," said Robert Bartman, 
Missouri's education commissioner and the 
outgoing president of CCSSO. "Right now, 
early childhood programs are typically avail­
able to the affluent ... Less affiuent families 
don't have the same kind of options." 

CCSSO is the latest among education reformers 
to stress the value of early childhood services. 

Vice President Al Gore has proposed to make 
preschool available to "every child." And 
Sen. Jim Jeffords, R-Vt., wants to create a 

(more on p. 2) 
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The education community's independent daily news service--------------

Election 2000 

Education Initiatives: 
Win Some, Lose Some 

For Results, See Chart, pp. 4-5 

Calif., Mich. Voters 
Reject Voucher Plans 
California and Michigan school voucher pro­
posals were solidly rejected in voting Tuesday, 
prompting teachers' unions and others who 
vigorously opposed the ballot questions to, not 
surprisingly, declare the beginning of the end 
for the school-choice movement. 

"The resounding defeat of vouchers in Michi­
gan and California should put an end to the 
myth that voters want vouchers," said Bob 
Chase, president of the National Education As­
sociation, the nation's largest teachers' union. 
"What parents and the public want are good 
public schools in their neighborhoods." 

Both ballot initiatives were defeated by more 
than a 2-1 margin, with California's voucher 
question opposed by 71 percent of that state's 

(more on p. 6) 

Ariz. Voters Pass Measure 
To End Bilingual Education 
By a 2-1 margin, Arizonans on Tuesday voted 
to curb bilingual education in their state, 
passing an initiative modeled on a 1998 ballot 
measure in California. Under Proposition 203, 
all public school instruction must be conducted 
in English. 

"We will comply in good faith with the man­
dates of this proposition, and we will do so in 
a way that respects children and does not 
harm children academically," said Laura 
Penny, spokeswoman for the state education 
department. 

(more on p. 6) 
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Clinton, Carper Emerge 
As Ed Panel Candidates 
Democrats' net gain of three or four Senate 
seats could land them an extra slot on the edu­
cation committee, leaving Democrats and even 
Republicans to start speculating on who could 
be coming--or going. 

All standing members 
of the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and 
Pensions Committee 

with contested seats were re-elected, leaving a 
strong possibility the committee will be un­
changed, especially if Republicans wind up 
with a 51-49 advantage. 

But should a too-close-to-call race in Washing­
ton fall to Democrats-spurring a 50-50 spilt­
Republicans could add another Democrat to 
the panel, for a 10-9 division that would more 
accurately reflect the makeup of the overall 
Senate. 

Sens.-elect Hillary Clinton, D-N.Y., and Thomas 
Carper, D-Del., appear to be the most likely in­
coming senators to join the panel, which could 
also see its roster altered if current members 
opt to move to another committee. 

Some media reported Tuesday night that 
Clinton is angling for a spot on the education 
committee, but a New York Daily News story 
said she also is interested in a foreign relations 

(more on p. 8) 


