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ed States tells Serbs and Kusovars, Hutus and
Tutsis, Chechens and Russians, Arabs and Is-
raelis that the root problem of ethnic conflict
is irrational prejudice and mistrust of “the oth-
er"—rather than the struggle for power, dom-
ination, territory, wealth, pride, vindication,
etc., which has underlain wars both between
and within groups since Cain slew Abel,

Silliness, as when the killer of Mayor
George Moscone and Harvey Milk in San
Francisco is found guilty of a reduced charge
because the jury believed that junk food had
mentally impaired him,

But there is a dark side to this silliness. A
year before Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold
massacred their classmates at Columbine
High, they had been “treated”—with counsel-
ing sessions and “anger management” classes,

You don’t therapize “anger.” You don’t cure
ethnic cleansing with sensitivity training. You
don't send bigots like John Rocker to a shrink.

Evil is a moral problem, not a medical or
psychological one. It is nice to pretend other-
wise. But if that pretense becomes real, then
we start inhabiting a universe somewhere be-
tween “A Clockwork Orange” and the psychi-
atric prisons of the gulag.

OP Converts

s for whom Keyes and Bauer
. believe that the acceptance
granted homosexuality be-
(s national morat decline.
it that is not the predominant
. David Smith, senior strate-
at the Human Rights Cam-
n, the largest gay and lesbian
ical organization, says his
p's polls show Americans di-
roughly into three groups on
ights issues.
Ine-third of the country is firm-
ti-gay,” he says. “It’s rock solid
it's not going to change.” An-
r third is broadly sympathetic
y rights. “They’re our families,
riends—or us.” The remaining
third of Americans is especially
yrtant to politicians. “This mid-
sroup wants to be fair,” Smith
“They don't want to see gay
le hurt or discriminated
nst. But they're unclear or un-
about public policy matters.”
he middle third doesn’t want
rights issues to take center
e in the presidential campaign.
> middle people would much
er be talking about education,
| care and health care,” he says.
he middle group, they're prob-
looking at this"—the argu-
ts among presidential candi-
s about gays in the
ary—-“and saying. ‘Why are

they talking about this still?’ "

Keyes and Bauer don’t appeal to
this middle, but it almost certainly
reacted badly to Gore's statement
that he would use support for gays
in the military as a “litmus test” in
naming members of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. It's not surprising
that Gore backed off that comment.
50 quickly. The moderate group,
Smith says, is largely against gay
marriage but opposes job discrim-
ination against gays and is more
willing than in the past to provide
gay couples with some of the legal
protections married people enjoy.

The most important change in
the past decade, Mixner thinks, is
in the political thinking of Amer-
icans who remain uneasy with ho-
mosexuality. “A lot of the middle
group once felt that they had to ap-
prove or be comfortable with gay
people to support their rights,” he
says. “Now, I think, there's a real-
ization that you don’t have to ap-
prove or be comfortable to support
individual rights. Nowhere in the
Constitution does the word ‘com
fortable’ appear.”

That Bush and McCain are com-
fortable saying what they’re saying
about gays in the military, and that
Gore and Bradley are willing to
press even further, is the best evi-

i dence that Mixner is right.

PaLricrte sisserves - -

would have been even more devastating  for prestaem m 1.7.Ju

Russell Skiba

No to Zero

In Decatur, Ill., a federal court has re-
jected the suit of the Rev. Jesse Jackson
and Operation PUSH on behalf of six
black students expelled for a football-
game brawl. The case has intensified
national discussion concerning zero tol-
erance school discipline.

The pervasive fear created by a string
of tragic school shootings has left both
schools and society more receptive than
ever to tough talk. Zero tolerance has
gained wide popularity for its promise
of a no-nonsense solution to a difficult
problem. But how well does zero toler-
ance really work?

The term was first adopted by the
Reagan administration, taken from a
San Diego program that impounded
any seagoing vessel for even trace
amounts of drugs. Treating drug-run-
ners and water skiers equally severely,
the policy’s intent was to send a clear
message to dealers and users alike. Con-
troversial from the first, the boat im-
poundment policy was quietly phased
out after a Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institute research vessel was seized for
traces of marijuana found in a crew-
man's cabin.

But the term quickly caught on
among educators concerned about a
near epidemic of youth violence. Begin-
ning in 1988, school boards across the
country adopted zero tolerance policies
for everything from gang clothing to
drugs to boom boxes. In 1994 President
Clinton_signed the Gun-kree

ct i S

As with zero tolerance drug policy,

however, get-tough disciplinary meas-

ures led to controversy. Some districts
reported increases in weapons con-
fiscated. Yet strict zero tolerance has al-
so resulted in numerous cases of sus-
pension ot expulsion for everything
from nail files to paper clips, Midol to
cough drops. Protests seem to flare
most often in districts that insist on
stiff, unyielding penalties without op-
porfunity for review.

As Decatur highlighted, racial issue:
play a part in the zero tolerance debat
African American students are suspend-
ed two to three times as frequently
white students, and represent an ev
greater share of expulsions. Resear
shows that although black students di
not misbehave significantly more than

other students, they are frequently pun-
ished more severely 10t 16ss serious ol-
T

lenses—
|_— One of the lessons learned from Col-
umbine is that school alienation can be
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" J
deadly Yet the primary purpose of SuS.
pension and expulsion is to dlsconneqt .
troublemakers from school. We know' -
little about the short-term effects *c)f B
school suspension, but in the long-term,..
_suspension is moderately corre"late@ i
“with dropping out of school. It is not

surprising that many police depart-
ments have become disillusioned with
zero tolerance school discipline. As
school suspensions and expulsions mul-
tiply, so does crime in the community.
The zero tolerance mentahty has
brought a sharp increase in school secf- *
rity technology: metal detectors an'a
video surveillance. After 10 years, hoy- g\
ever, there is wrtum
securt ogy or personnel have™
increased school safety. Of the handful
of published evaluations of school sect-*
rity measures, none is of sufficient qudl-"»
ity to show that security measures sulr .
stantially affect school safety. In fac,t,. .
some researchers argue that overre;
liance on school security measures and
zero tolerance contributes to a cycle of
fear and violence, creating a climate™~
more conducive to violence. KRS
There can be no doubt that schools- .
need effective responses to disruption- -
and 1ncw1hty—harassment verbal |
abuse, threats—before minor incidents !
escalate into serious violence. Yet the
Draconian responses of zero tolerance
yield a seemingly endless spiral of pun-
ishment. If a child with a toy cap gun is .
expelled for a year, then we are almost

forced to respond—to-hujzjammns

events and real weapons with two-year

As an alternative, many schools are. ..
beginning to consider more moderate
policies, under which the pumshment
fits the crime, and to develop preven— J
tive plans for school safety. School vio-
lence experts consistently emphasxzé i
comprehensive and careful planning as "«

st path to safe schools.
The solution to the problem of school
violence will be found not in reflexively
kicking more students ouf but rather jn "~
learning why some adolescents becomé
alienated and dangerous, and what we: .
must do to better include, involve and--.
reconnect troubled youth in our..
schools.

IS

The write?% professor in the T
School of Education at Indiana "'
University. He was a member of the: - »
team that prepared the president's
guide fo school safety, “Early
Warning, Timely Response.”
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'Commission to examine zero tolerance policies

By Tammy Webber
Associated Press Whiter

CHICAGO — At the urging of the Rev. Jesse
Jackson — whose demonstrations on behalf of
six expelled Decatur students gained national
attention — the federal
government will take a
closer look at schools” zero
tolerance policies.

The U.S. Civil Rights
Commission decided Fri-
day to explore whether
such policies tend to dis-
proportionately  affect
minority and disabled stu-
dents, Chairwoman Mary Frances Berry said.

Jackson said U.S. Education Secretary
Richard Riley told him this week his office
couldn’t investigate such policies while a federal
lawsuit is pending in the Decatur expulsions.

Dally Times
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But Riley is urging Congress to address zero tol-
crance during reauthonzation of the Elementary
and Secondary Educanon Act. Jackson said.

The proposed changes include the provision
that all school districts have “sound and equi-
tablc discipline policies™ The proposal also says
suspended or expelled students should receive
“appropriate supervision. counseling and educa-
nonal services so they ¢an meet state standards,”
Riley said 1n a statement released after he met
with Jackson Wednesday.

*] urge Congress to make this change.” Riley
said. "It ought to be a basic Amencan principle
that no student should be punished by being
denied an education.”

Berry. who also attended the meeting between
Jackson and Riley. said school districts might
have unfair policies.

*School administrators who have to enforce
discipline may want a one-size-fits-all policy,”
Berry said. “But on the other hand. one size

doesn 't always fit all.”

The eight-member civil rights commission
will host a briefing on the topic in February.
with academic experts and school administra-
tors on hand to discuss how the policies are
applied and their impact. After that. the com-
mission will decide whether it should recom-
mend changes in enforcement of civil rights
laws.

““We want this policy addressed.” Jackson
said Friday. **We want due process (for expelled
students).”

The federal commission also on Friday asked
its [llinois counterpart to hold a forum to exam-
ine the state of race relations in Decatur. Berry
said the Illinois commission had not yet respond-
ed 1o the request.

Jackson last month asked the federal civil
rights commission to investigate the Decatur
school board’s discipline policies. claiming the
board violated the nghts of the students when it

expelled them for fighting in the bleachers at a
Sept. 17 football game.

Berry said last month that if the commission
investigated the policy in Decatur. it would not -
try to decide the fate of the six students, but
rather examine whether there are civil rights
problems overall with discipline policies.

Although the Decatur students were black.
Jackson has said it is not an issue of race. but
whether ““zero-tolerance™ policies are fair to all
students.

Federal and state lawsuits have been filed on
behalf of the students.

The six students were expelled for two vears,
and a seventh withdrew before he could be
expelled. The school board later reduced the
expulsions to a year and agreed to allow the stu-
dents to attend alternative school during that
vear. Jackson wants them considered for rein-
statement In January. but the board has rejected
that idea.
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Charges filed against Decatur youths

Four teen-agers involved in
fight at football game are

charged with mob action

By JAY HUGHES
of The Assocamed Proes

DECATUR — A judge ruled Thursday
that prosecutors can proceed with
criminal charges against four teens ac-
cused in a football game brawl

It's the latest step in a case that
sparked a national debate over zero-tol-
erance policies in schools and brought
the Rev. Jesse Jackson to this central
[llinois-town to protest.

Roosevelt Fuller, Gregory Howell,
Coryell Spates and Courtney Carson

are charged with two counts of mob ac-
tion each. Fuller also faces aggravated
battery and misdemeanor resisting ar-
rest charges. Judge Jerry Patton sched-
uled a Jan. 31 status hearing but did
not set a trial date.

Patton found enough evidence to go
ahead with a trial, based on testimony
from two police detectives.

“1 wasn't surprised,” said Ronald
Draper of Chicago, who represents
Howell,

The detectives testified that the
Sept. 17 melee at Eisenhower High
School's football stadium was rooted in
an ongoing argument between Howell
and a juvenile student, whom they iden-
tified as members. of rival gungs. They
sald the argument reswmed at the sta-

dium, where Howell and the other stu-
dent had each brought supporters in
anticipation of a brawl.

Defense lawyers unsuccessfully ar-
gued the testimony indicated their cli-
ents were caught up in the fight and
not members of a mob planning a con-
frontation.

Spates had graduated earlier in the
year and Howell later resigned from
school during expulsion proceedings.

Six others allegedly involved in the
fight, including Fuller and Carson, were
expelled for two years by Decaturs
School Board.

Under pressure from Jackson and at
the suggestion of Gov. George Ryan,
the expulsions were cut in bhalf and the
six allowed to earoll in alternative
school

Jackson, who was not present
Thursday, is pushing for the six to have
a chance of returming to their own
schools by January, an idea the School
Board rejects.

“This system has attempted to crim-
inalize these six youth,” Jackson said in
a statement Thursday. “The Decatur
School Board chose police intervention
over educational intervention. We pre-
fer educational intervention to save and
redeem them.”

Jackson met with U.S. Education
Secretary Richard Riley Wednesday
and urged the department to gather in-
formation by race on the number of stu-
dents being suspended and expelled
from the nation’s schools. Jackson says
there is evidence minorities are pun
ished too harshly. .
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|Jackson zeroes in on ‘zero tolerance’

Rights leader urges
‘sound, equitable’

school discipline

By JENNIFER LOVEN
of The Assonated Press

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
Rev. Jesse Jackson brought his
campaign against “zero toler-
ance” school policies to Wash-
ington, D.C.,, on Wednesday,

ing the Clinton administra-
tion to look into whether mi-
nority students’ rights to an
education are being trampled
in the name of discipline.

In a meeting with Educa-

‘| tion Secretary Richard Riley,
i{ Jackson and other education

and civil rights leaders urged
the department to gather in-
formation — by race — on the
number of students being sus-
pended and expelled from the
nation’s schools. The latest
data the department had were
for 1994, Jackson said.

“We see a sweep of hostllity
toward America’s youth,” Jack-
son told reporters after the
meeting. “We see more evi-
dence of race profiling; there is

clearly not an even playing
field.”

Riley spokeswoman Erica
Lepping said the agency would
try to compile more recent sta-
tistics in the coming year.

Riley also agreed with Jack-
son that the issue of whether
students, particularly minori-
ties, are being disciplined too
harshly must be explored, Lep-
ping said.

In a statement, Riley noted
the administration has pro-
posed, as part of legislation to
reauthorize federal elementary
and secondary education pro-
grams, requiring that school
districts ave “sound and
equitable discipline policies” or
risk losing federal money.

“I urge Congress to make
this change,” Riley said. “It
ought to be a basic American
principle that po student
should be punished by being
denied an education.”

After the meeting, Jackson
and others made the case that
“zero tolerance” policies, com-
mon in many schools, are
short-sighted and provide a
false sense of security while
pushing more kids into the
criminal justice system. And

jailing them, Jackson argued, is
much more expensive in the
long term than educating
them.

“The illusion that putting
them out makes us safer —
there is more violence in the
streets than in the schools,”
Jackson said. “To put them
out is to expand the problem,
not to solve it.”

Jackson stressed he does
not believe violence should be
tolerated, but that early inter-
vention can prevent problems
from occurring. And if students
must be expelied, they should
be given due process first and
opportunity for alternative ed-
ucation after.

“It's not that we don't know
how to work with children dif-
ferently,” said James Comer,
who runs Yale University's
Child Studies Center. “There is
1o excuse for not working with
children early.”

In IMnois last vear, 146,000
students were suspended and
3,000 were expelled, Jackson
said.

Jackson's involvement in
the issue began with the expul-
sions of six Decatur, 1., high
school students for two years

after a fist fight at a football
game in September. He led two
weeks of protests and negotia-
tions in Decatur, saying the
School Board's punishment
was too severe for their alleged
acts.

Under pressure from Jack-
son and at the suggestion of
Gov. George Ryan, the district
cut the expulsions to one year
and allowed the students to
enroll in alternative school.

Four teens, including two of
those expelled, have also been

charged as adults in the Sept.
17 melee at Eisenhower High
School. A court heanng is set
to continue Thursday.

Jackson still is pushing for
the students to have a chance
to return to their own schools
by January.

He has asked the U.S. Civil
Rights Commission to investi- ~.
gate whether the School Board , ..
violated the students’ rights. .
Two lawsuits also have filed on ..
the students’ behalf in federal -
and state court.

C
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Galena Road accident K

Emergency personnel remove Brian Bowes of
Galesburg from his van, which was struck

UNDA HENSOMN/Joumal Star

Friday moming by a pickup. Jeffrey Scroggs
of Chillicothe was charged with DUI. .

Student rights examine

U.S. Civil Rights
Commission to zero

in on zero-tolerance

By TAMMY WEBBER
of The Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — At the
urging of the Rev. Jesse Jack-
son — whose demonstrations
on behalf of six expelled Deca-
tur students gained national
attention — the federal govern-
ment is taking a closer look at
schools' “zero-tolerance” poli-
cies.

The U.S. Civil Rights Com-

mission decided Friday to ex-
plore whether such policies
tend to disproportionately af-
fect minority and disabled stu-
dents, said Chairwoman Mary
Frances Berry.

“School administrators who
have to enforce discipline may
want a one-size-fits-all policy,”
Be said. “But on the other
hand, one size doesn't always
fit all.”

Jackson said Education
Secretary Richard Riley told
him this week his office
couldn't investigate zero-toler-
ance policies while a federal
lawsuit is pending in the Deca-
tur expulsions.

After the two met on
Wednesday, Riley said the
Clinton administration has
proposed requiring that scheol
districts have “sound and
equitable discipline policies” or
risk losing federal money. The
proposal is to be included in
legislation to re-authorize fed-
eral education programs. \

The proposal also says sus-
pended or expelled students
should receive “appropriate su-
pervision, counseling and edu:
cational services so they can
meet state standards,” Riley
said.




Projected Student Enrollment and Suspension Data by Race and Ethnicity

Source: 1994 and 1997 Elementary & Secondary School Civil Rights Compliance Reports (“E&S Surveys”), Office for Civil Rights, U.S.

Department of Education

Projected Student Suspension Rate Values for the Nation for School Year 1993-1994

1994 Compliance Report Cycle | Am. Indian/ | Asian/ Hispanic - | Black (non- | White (non- | Total
. .1 Alaska Pacific ‘Hispanic) Hispanic)
, | Native Islander : : _
Student Enrollment 445,105 1,588,124 5,425,976 7,193,038 | 28,039,068 | 42,691,311
1.04% 3.72% 12.71% 16.85% 65.68% 100%
Student Suspensions | 39,551 59,102 404,955 1,030,557 1,553,202 3,087,367
1.28% 1.91% 13.12% 33.38% 5031% 100%
Projected Student Suspension Rate Values for the Nation for School Year 1996-1997
1997 Compliance Report Cycle | Am. Indian/ | Asian/ Hispanic ~ | Black (non- | White (non-. | Total
' ' : Alaska Pacific : - | Hispanic) Hispanic) = .
. Native Islander v 1 " _
Student Enrollment 521,292 1,811,691 6,506,399 7,720,274 | 28,990,899 | 45,550,555
1.14% 3.98% 14.28% 16.95% 63.65% 100%
Student Suspensions < 37,055 58,107 424,200 997,596 1,596,558 3,113,515
1.19% 1.87% 13.62% 32.04% 51.28% 100%

I These national projected values are calculated based on self-reported compliance data from 5,173 school districts that were included in the 1994
E&S Survey. As defined, “Out-of-School Suspension is excluding a student from school for disciplinary reasons for one (1) school day or
longer.” Schools were instructed to “count students only once regardless of the number of times suspended.”

2These national projected values are calculated based on self-reported compliance data from 5,781 school districts that were included in the 1997
E&S Survey. Definitions were the same as those used in 1994.
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Attached is the publicly avaJlab]e data on suspension and expulsmn rates by race. The data come
from the Elementary and Secondary School Civil Rights Compliance Report (“E&S Survey”) a
survey instrument administered by OCR. The attachments include:

e 1993-94 projected values for the nation on student suspension rates by race;
s 1993-94 projected values for Illinois on student suspension rates by race; and

e 1997-98 data for the Decatur, Illinois, School District on total enrollment, suspension rates,
and expulsion rates race;

J projected values for the nation on student suspension rates by race (with the
document itself in draft form, but the numbers final).

As we discussed, the E&S Survey is an instrument administered regularly by OCR that asks many
questions of school districts, of which suspension rates are one. The 1997 data has just become
available. There is no “report” being released. The data will be published in some form (e.g.,
website, CD Rom) within the next couple of months.

More information on the E&S survey and the suspension question will follow. Call me if you
have any immediate questions. Thanks.

001
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL(S) OR ENTITY(IES) TO WHICH IT IS
ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED OR CONFIDENTIAL. IF THE READER OF THIS
MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPEENT OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING THE MESSAGE
TO THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING OF
THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE
NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY AT THE TELEPHONE NUMBER ABOVE, AND RETURN THE ORIGINAL MESSAGE VIA THE
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS. YOUR COOPERATION IS APPRECIATED. THANK YOU.
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Projected Values for t ation
American Asian/Paciic Hisparic Black White —Tolal Drsabled LEP** Full. Time Part Time
indien Istander
Nomber | % || Nomber | % f| twmber [ f| mumber [ % [ Number | % | teumbe [ x| tmber [ [{ twmber [ 8 [ teemoe | %] b | W
Male 7754 053 8169 191 2706860 653 3642140 85 14430284 380 21903137 5134
Femsle 217571 051 771805 181 2639116 618 3550808 832 13608784 3188 20788174 4869
Tolsl 445105 104 1580124 372 5425976 1271 7193038 1685 28.030068 6568 42681311 10000 4687773 1098
Mele 530 113 679 014 21972 584 140840 2944 219206 458) 394037 8237 27475 574
Femsle 1003 021 T 002 5084 106 40825 851 37324 780  BAMY 1763 3580 OIS
Total 630 1M 75 016 33006 690 181665 3798 256530 S5I6) 478,50 10000 065 649
Spension Mate B164 091 ©022 14 2508 9% 697301 2259 1163717 3169 228282 1221 237915 1.01
. Femsle 11337 037 14000 04 109907 35 330226 1079 389485 1262 68085 2779  S1A11 166
~—'// Totsl 20550 128 59102 191 404955 1312 1000557 ™38 1553202 5031 3087367 10000 28902% 9.6
wial Retordation ~ Mele 4008 068 A 077 2014 478 115647 1905 202397 3334 35807 5860 - 10,908 180 211686 3487 144321 2374
Femsia 3054 050 3546 058 21077 347 75238 1239 14832 448 51217 09 7794 128 7478 A0 10070 17.09
Total 7452 118 8197135 50091 825 190885 3145 50699 57177 607,024 10000 18,702 308 359964 5917 247880 4083
rious Emotional Drsirbance  Male 3263 100 2237 068 2021 620 6320 193 169661 5185 258682 7905 4200 130 124062 3791 13460 41w
Female %4 02 59 017 5703 160 1702 520 44700 1369 68540 2095 1182 03 28450 869 40080 1225
Total 27 1™ 2786 085 5514 780 8053 5] 21442 6553 37272 10000 5422 166 152512 4661 17470 5139
eciic Leaining Disebivly  Male 72.162 094 220% 09 207721 8711 20279 1104 1102376 &5 1637000 6913 64684 273 336931 1423 100,149 549
Femsle 10251 043 9942 04 100415 424 125053 520 4855 2050 TH203 2087 31583 133 4201 609 58702 479
Total N4 137 N8 15 0IH 1301 407848 172 1567918 6705  2.368.283 10000 9,267 406 8112 2032 1887151 7968.
TDigloma [T 11657 048 56072 239 113487 468 1366% 564 863618 3562 1183470 4881
Femsle 12343 - 051 S8527 241 1D%Y 509 167204 690 679869 3620 1241302 5119
Totsl 24000 099 116599 481 206846 977 00840 1253 1743487 7190 2424772 10000 106185 438
SCerthcate of Aliendance  Male % 0% 850 183 2130 459 8500 1852 14317 086 26146 %I
Female- 1980 03 8 175 1740 376 1317 %71 10194 2197 2026 Q64
Tota) 9 0% 1661 358 3874 835 15907 3429 - 24511 5283 46362 10000 15942 4%
Need of LEP Male 32392 14 22062t 845 100366 R4 et 120 82359 315 1370449 5246 9550t 366
Femme 20964 115 187866 719 926479 3546 27808 106  69R% 268 1241712 4754 500 193
Tolal 62356 239 408487 1564 1920795 7388 59269 227 152254 583 2612,161 10000 145691 559
rrofled in LEP Male 24940 103 198907 871 872929 W7 2818 123 72179 316 1197140 5242 76645 X%
Femsle 23073 10! 168769 739 B0BA31 3540 25100 110 61270 268 10A6646 4758 40508 177
Tolal 40013 210 367676 1610 1681360 7362 53280 233 130449 564 2283787 10000 117453 513
1hed and Talented Male 10202 040 72706 284 679 299 93204 J64 990989 * 3867 1243830 485) 24291 09 13,796 054
Female 10319 040 78620 307 R348) 3% 120347 470 1026387 4005 1319963 5147 11993 047 13458 09)
Total 20521 080 151335 590 160210 625 213550 B33 2017376 7871 2562903 10000 6284 142 .54 106
F Wathematics Worle 1516 030 213 499 15508° 336 14799 2319  17aB00 3858 233847 S04 226 048
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Department of Education, Office For Civil Rights

1994 ementary and Secondary School Civil Ri mpliance Report
Projected Values for the State éf lilinois

American Assn/Padific Hispanic Black White —tolad Drsabled LEP™ Full-Tene Part Time
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Total Enrollment for 1998-1999 School Year

FRI 13:08 FAX 202 205 9185

Reported Data from Decatur, Illinois District to 1998 Elementary & Secondary School Civil nghts

OCR/ENFORCEMENT

Compliance Report, Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education

Eisenhower HS 5 6 3 28% 287 27% | 741 71% | 1042
S Decatur HS 0 4 2 55% 234 33% | 478 66% | 718
Macarthur HS 2 4 9 .85% 372 35% | 676 64% | 1,063
All 7 14 14 .49% 893 32% 1,895 67% | 2,823
High Schools : o

Suspended Data Reported for 1997-1998 School Year from 1998 E&S Compliance Report

1,042 90 45% | 87 44% | 110 55% | 200

Eisenhower HS

S Decatur HS 718 129 52% | 129 52% | 118 48% [ 247
Macarthur HS 1,063 269 58% | 263 57% 194 42% | 463
All high schools 2,823 488 54% | 479 422 46% 910

53%

Expulsion Data Reported for 1997-1998 School Year from 1998 E&S Compliance Report

Eiscnhower HS 1042 5 56% 5 56% | 4 44% |9
'S Decatur HS 718 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0
Macarthur HS 1,063 3 100% | 3 100% | O 0% 3
All 2,823 8 67% |8 67% | 4 0% 12
High Schools

Notes:

Percentages relate to number of students in category related to total students.

V0o



Projected Values for The Nation for Out-Of School Suspensions for(the 1996-199

%W?/Gge,\,:éﬂim
" Nawiek Gal Q0

chool Year, by Race and Ethnicity

Source: 1997 Elementary & Secondary School Civil Rights Compliance Report, Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education

Student Enrollment

521,292

- = -

1,811,691 6,506,399 7.721,274 28,990,899 45,550,555

1.14% 3.98% 14.28% 16.95% 63.65% 100%

Out-of-School Suspensions | 37,055 58,107 424,200 997,596 1,596,558 3,113,515
1.19% 1.87% 13.62% 32.04% 51,28% 100%

"These national projected values are calculated based on self-reported compliance report data from 5,781 school districts that were included in the 1997
Elementary and Secondary School Civil Rights Compliance Report. The definition of “suspended” for the 1997 Compliance Report was *“the number of students
suspended from school for at least one day during the previous (1996-1997) school year.’ School’were instructed to count students only once regardless of the

number of times suspcndcd
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P. 01

Andy -
Here’s the main gist of the 1997-1998 data:

African-Americans comprise 32% of all students suspended, and 16 %

of the total student population.

Whites comprise 51% of all students suspended, and 63% of the total

student population.

The ratio of suspension rates to total student population for Hispanics,

Asian-Americans and Native Americans is roughly proporfionateq< —uc
' D ellenreC

Pl send the actual data as soon as | get it. 2 AT T

Erica [
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NEWS ADVISORY

ForJmmediate Release

Contact: Stephanie A. Gadlin
773-256-2758

Jackson to conduct news conference on national
educational issucs at 2 p.m. press briefing, Friday

(CHICAGO, ILL,, DECEMBER 9, 1999) -—The Reveread Jesse L. Jackson,
president of the Rainbow/PUSH Caalition, will conduct a 2:00 p.m- news conference
on Friday, December 10, 1992 a the South Side headquarters of hig mtional civil
rights orpanization at 930 E. S0 Street. He will discuss a plethora of isanes, incinding
his recent meeting with U.S, Education Secretary Richard Riley on zero tolerance
policies, and caalition efforts to change the way the Kid Care health program is
administered in Chicago.

Members of the Ulinois Legislative Black Caucus will join the buman rights leader. A
represengative from Riley’s office has also been invited Rev. Jackson will challenge
Gov. George Ryan to modify the curremt Kid Care applications being circulate in
IMinois Child welfare and health advocates contend that the forms, drculated via the
Chicago Public Schoo), are [oo cumbersome and confusing for parents to understand
More than 157,000 Chicago children remain eligible for the program, which provides
medical, vision and dental services at no cast to the families.

Rey. Jackson will also discugs the follgwing issues:

Decatur Schoo! Expulsion Case: Jackson and others are scheduled to appear in
Macon County Court this month on charges of mob action, contributing to a
delingnency of 2 minor and solicitation to commit a crime; On Decernber 27-29, he
will be in Champaign, IL 1o follow-up on and 3 federal lawsuit filed by the families of
the six stydents expelied from the school.

Rainbow/PUSH Coaliition Appointments: Rev. Jackson is expected 10 make a
number of announcements regarding the organizational structure, Expect him to pame
the Rev, James Moeks, pastor of Salem Baptist Church, to a sipnificant post. Other
announceraents anficipated.

Wall Street Project Conference: On Jasuary 12-14, 2000 the Rainbow/PUSH
Caalition will convene its 3 Annual Wall Street Conference, Building Rridges to
Expand the Marketplace,” at the New York Sheraton Hotel. More than 1,000 business
and financial beavy Ritters are expected to participate.

King Murder Conspiracy: Jackson will enicriain questions regarding the recerr
Memphis jury niling that a lone assassin did not kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and
that his murder was part of 2 complicated conspiracy. The Rainbow/PUSH leader was
talking to Dr. King when he was shot on Apwil 4, 1968 whilc standing on a hotel
balcony.

For more information please contact Stephanie Gadlin at 773-356-2758 aor Macxey
Morales at 773-256-2748.
-30-

Rev. Willie T. Barrow, Co-Chatr of Bourd of Trustees » Dennis Rivera, Co-Chair of Buard of Trusides

Janice L. Mathis, General Counsel
Rev, Jessc L. Jackson, Founder & Presidons
vroror, RainbowPush.otg
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