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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE 0,. SPECIAL ltDUCATION AND Rl:HABILITATIVS SEltVICES 

P.07 

OCT 2 5 1999 THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

Dear Members of the Education Communiry: 

Manr of you have been diacuuing wida us your coacernt rc1arding the procedural and paperwork 
requirements of IDEA. To help addrea your co12eerm, the U.S. Depanlnenr of ~cation is working in 
partnership with the four IDEA Putnerabip projects (ASPllllE, FAPE, R.IAD, and PMP) to eDIW'C dte 
effective and efficient implementation of the law and replationa. Enclosed is a position paper on this topic 
developed by the IDEA Putnenhip and the Oftke of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services 
(OSERS). 

Some initial steps to implement the position paper bave been ideatitlcd. These are listed below. OSERS, 
the four IDEA Partnership projects, and their partners will work toaether to: 

• Identify models for inv0Mn1 stakeholders that 1rare1 and communities may wish to me to review 
their procedural uid paperwork requiremenll, such u the referral, evaluation, identification, IEP 
and placement processes. 

• Identify research-baaed and promilins pncticea that will help guide the discuasion oa streamlining 
procedures and paperwork to ensure etrecrive teac:hin1 and learning, compliance, and improved 
results for children with disabilities. 

• Plan and present a 1e11ion 11 die IDEA Partnenbip's 2000 Conference to discut1 cbe sub1ta.Dtive 
issues of atreamllning procedures and paperwork and to bettor Wldentaad the varioua perspectives 
on this issue. This aeasioa will be developed based on input from rh.e panners and all partners will 
be invited to attend and participate. 

• Identify and plan fUture activities and product.I to addre11 this iuue. 

We encourage our pannen to join with us in addressing these tasks. We will be ralkina wirh. you about 
specific activities soon. 

Sincerely, 

~JJ·1"J~ 
Colleen McNcmcy, Director 
AssociatiODI o(Seriic:e Provi lmplemnting IDBA 
Reforma in Education Partnmhip (ASPIIRE) 
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Su'e Abderbolden and c.J 
Di"ie Jordtn, Co·Directors 
Families and Advocates Pannenhip 

W/J'JJ~ 
For Education 

Jo&mle Cu , Director 
The Policy Maker Pannersbip (PMP) 

Jay Mcintire, Director 
IDEA Local Implementation by 
Local Administrators Pannenhip (ILIAD) 
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