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Resumen:

» La poblacién latina es el segmento racial/étnico de més répido crecimiento en Estados Unidos.

» La tasa de natalidad de las adolescentes latinas es la mds alta entre todos los principales segmentos
raciales/étnicos en Estados Unidos.

» Las tasas de embarazo y natalidad no han disminuido en afios recientes entre las adolescentes latinas tanto como
entre todas las adolescentes en Estados Unidos.

* Entre los subsegmentos latinos se observan diferentes tasas de natalidad.

',* ~ Los latinos y la poblacién de Estados Unidos

Actualmente, los latinos representan alrededor del 11 por ciento de la poblacién total de Estados Unidos.? En 1998,
habfa cerca de 1.3 millones de latinas entre los 15 y los 19 afios de edad. Esta cifra representa aproximadamente el
13 por ciento del total de las nifias de estas edades en EE.UU.* En 1997, los habitantes latinos se subdividieron m4s
o menos asi: el 63 por ciento era de ascendencia mexicana, el 14 por ciento de ascendencia centro o sudamericana, el
11 por ciento puertorriqueiia, €l 4 por ciento cubana, y el 7 por ciento de otro origen latino.*

La poblaci6n latina es el segmento racial/étnico de mas répido crecimiento en Estados Unidos. Para el afio 2010, los
latinos constituirdn el grupo minoritario mas grande del pafs. (A la fecha la poblaci6n de ascendencia africana es mds

grande). Para el ano 2050, aproximadamente una cuarta parte de toda la poblacién estadounidense serd de origen
latino.’

"E* > Tasas de natalidad de las adolescentes latinas

Desde 1994, la tasa de natalidad de las

adolescentes latinas ha sido la m4s alta entre | pygura 1: Desde 1994, In tasa de natalidad de las adolescentes latinas ha sido la
todos los segmentos raciales/étnicos mis alta de entre todos los segmentos raciales/étnicos grandes del pais.$
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
HOSTS WHITE HOUSE CONVENING ON HISPANIC CHILDREN AND YOUTH
August 2, 1999

Today at the White House, First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton is hosting a convening to examine the many
challenges and opportunities facing Hispanic young people, particularly in the areas of early childhood
development, educational attainment, and adolescence. Mrs. Clinton will spotlight progress that has been made
in these areas, announce new public and private efforts, and issue a call to action to all sectors of society to meet
the challenges that still remain.

Facing the Challenges Before Us. The Hispanic population is among the fastest growing segments of
American society and it is also one of the youngest — with one out of every three Hispanics 15 years old or
younger. By the year 2000, the number of Hispanics aged 24 or younger is expected to reach 15 million (or 15
percent) of a total youth population of 98 million. This Administration has worked hard to ensure that all of our
young people have access to the tools they need to reach their potential, and has developed and promoted
programs that specifically reach out to Hispanic students. However, significant challenges still exist -- too
many Hispanic children are still being left behind. While progress has been made, dropout rates are too high,
health insurance rates are too low, and poverty rates far exceed the national average.

Fighting for Essential Investments in Education. Raising the educational achievement of Hispanic
Americans is a top priority of this Administration. Responding to the findings from the President’s Advisory
Commission on Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans, the Administration proposed and won nearly
$500 million in funding increases for programs in the Hispanic Education Agenda in the FY 1999 budget. For
the second year in a row, the President has proposed increased funds — over $650 million for FY 2000 — for
Department of Education programs that are part of the Administration's Hispanic Education Agenda, including:

e $320 million to strengthen basic educational skills and raise academic standards;

e $35 million to train more bilingual/ESL teachers and improve instruction to help students learn
English and master their basic academic subjects;

e $30 million to prepare disadvantaged youth for success in college;

e 344 million to improve education programs for migrant youth and adults;

e $190 million in new investments to help adults learn English and become literate.

According to Administration estimates of the long-term impact of the Republican tax and budget plans, funding
for programs in the President's Hispanic Education Agenda could be cut by over $6 billion in the tenth year
alone of the Republican tax plan. This estimate assumes defense funding at the President’s requested level and
pay down of the debt by as much as Republicans promise.

Increasing Federal Efforts to Address the Needs of Hispanic Children. Mrs. Clinton is unveiling new
Administration efforts to address the challenges of Hispanic children and youth:

o Serving Hispanic Children and Families Better Through Head Start. Hispanic enrollment has increased
by 70,000 during the Clinton Administration, with the program now reaching approximately 220,000
Hispanic children. Despite these increases, Hispanic children remain under-represented, comprising 23.3
percent of Head Start enrollment (excluding Puerto Rico) compared to 29.8 percent of all low income, pre-
school children in the nation. The Head Start program is furthering its longstanding commitment to meeting
the needs of Hispanics and other under-served populations through a variety of steps to ensure access and
culturally appropriate services, including:

e increasing by 50% the number of points awarded to expansion grant applicants who emphasize
outreach to under-served populations, such as seasonal farm workers, recent immigrant families and
non-English speaking groups;



e boosting the number of grant application reviewers that have expertise in serving language minority
children;

o working with and monitoring programs to ensure full utilization of community assessments to better
target outreach, recruitment and enrollment of under-served populations; and

¢ providing specialized technical assistance to ten communities where changing local demographics
have resulted in significant under-served populations.

Implementing the Hispanic Education Action Plan. The Department of Education is aggressively
implementing the Hispanic Education Action Plan, designed to increase academic performance and
participation of Hispanic students in critical programs. Specifically, the Education Department is taking a
series of new steps to ensure that schools participating in Title 1--the largest K-12 education program which
enrolls over 3 million Hispanic students -- are held accountable for helping Hispanic students meet
challenging standards in academic subjects and become proficient in English. These steps include vigilant
enforcement of requirements that Hispanic students be included in state assessment programs and that states
intervene to turn around low performing schools. The Education Department will also issue new guidance
to states and school districts on how to effectively include Hispanic students and meet applicable civil rights
requirements in state testing programs, as well as guidance and assistance to schools on effective practices
for helping limited English proficient students meet challenging academic standards.

In addition, the Education Department will expand outreach, provide technical assistance, and take
additional steps to increase participation of Hispanic students and communities in key programs, such as the
21st Century Learning Centers after-school program and the GEAR-UP program. GEAR-UP enables
colleges to form partnerships with high poverty middle schools to help students better prepare for college by
providing them with mentors, academic support, and financial aid information.

Building on the Progress of the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanic
Americans. Today, the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanic American is
releasing “What Works for Latino Youth™ a directory of programs throughout the country that have helped
improve the lives of young Hispanics. The White House Initiative will continue to solicit recommendations
and produce an updated directory by the end of the year. Additionally, the White House Initiative will
organize a national meeting on Latino Educational Excellence in 2000 to follow-up on today’s convening
and develop new strategies to bolster education from early childhood to graduate school.

Promoting Science and Technology Training for Hispanic Students. In order to develop a strong and
diverse science and technology workforce, the Department of Energy (DOE) today is forming a strategic
partnership with the ‘Latno Science and Engineering Consortium’ that will work to identify, develop, and
nurture the next generation of scientists, engineers, technicians and educators in math and science by
supporting mentoring programs, technical internships for community college students, research fellowships
for undergraduate and graduate students and professional development opportunities in science, math and
technology for K — 12 teachers serving Hispanic children.

Ensuring Diversity of Americorps. Sixteen percent of all Americorps members are Hispanic. To ensure
that the program continues to reflect accurately the face of America, Americorps is committing to increase
its efforts to recruit Hispanic youth by featuring Latinos in ads, translating recruitment materials into
Spanish, and forming partnerships with Hispanic-serving universities and organizations.

Helping to Prepare Hispanic Youth for College. The Department of Education today is releasing “Como
Ayudar A Su Hijo A Aprender Matematicas,” a Spanish version of “Helping Your Child Learn Math.” This
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tool for parents is a key part of America Counts, the Department of Education’s mathematics initiative
dedicated to making the improvement of student achievement in mathematics a national priority. This
Spanish guide, which is available free through the Department’s toll-free number, 1-800-USA-LEARN,
includes sample word problems, math games, and other activities designed to help children in the
elementary grades learn math, and to help Hispanic parents become actively involved in their children’s
learning. In addition, the Department of Education is expanding its “Think College Early” campaign to
target the Hispanic community by holding a special session in 2000 to help parents and students learn about
necessary to prepare for college.

Encouraging Private Sector Investment in Hispanic Children. A number of private sector organizations,
including corporations, foundations, and media organizations have committed resources to addressing the needs
of Hispanic children and youth.

AT&T: Closing the Technology Gap. Building on its long history of enhancing educational opportunities
for Hispanics, AT&T today is committing to work with leading Hispanic-serving organizations over the
next 3 to 6 months to build on existing efforts and introduce new programs to fill the technology gap for
Latino youth throughout the nation. Some activities will include the development of neighborhood-based
technology centers, programs targeted at early awareiless and parental involvement to increase Latino
representation in the technology ficld, and support of programs that inform teachers serving Latino students
in urban and rural locations on how to use technology in the classroom.

Supporting Hispanic Access to After-school Programs. The Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, as part of
its ongoing partnership with the Department of Education, today is making a commitment of more than a
$300,000 commitment to improve Latino participation in after-school programs. This new effort builds on
the Foundation’s $83 million commitment in 1997 to support after-school activities in coordination with the

215t Century Community Learning Centers program.

Media Organizations. Today's meeting -- coupled with the efforts of the National Campaign to Prevent
Teen Pregnancy -- has stimulated commitments from an impressive array of media leaders concerned about
Hispanic youth, their families and their communities. These leaders understand that the media can be a
powertul force for raising awareness and showcasing solutions. They have committed to a variety of
activities including PSAs, radio programs, talk shows, newspaper supplements and magazine features — all
directed to improving the lives of Hispanic youth. The leaders spearheading these activities are: Cristina
Saralegui, CEQ, Cristina Saralegui Enterprises and Host, "The Cristina Show"; Lisa Quiroz, Publisher.
People En Espafiol; Monica Lozano, Associate Publisher, La Opiiiion; Joaquin Blaya, Chairman and CEO,
Radio Unica; Patricia Fili-Krushel, President, ABC Television Network; Daisy Exposito, President, The
Bravo Group; Consuelo Luz, President, Hispanic RadioNetwork; James McNamara, President and CEO,
Telemundo Network.

Univision Community Affairs Campaign Aimed at Hispanic Youth. Univision, the network and its
affiliated stations, is committing to a multi-year campaign to support high academic achievement in the
Hispanic community, from pre-school through college. Univision plans to kick-off this campaign later this
month in conjunction with various back-to-school events. The campaign will include: a national public
service announcement (PSA) campaign with Univision national on-air talent; local affiliate PSAs and events
with Univision local affiliate on-air talent; integration of education information into entertainment and news
programming; and a series of national conferences and panels at established conferences.



White House Convening on Hispanic Youth and Children
Program Participants:

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton

Sarita Brown, Chair, White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans
(DC)

Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard, Chair of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus,
(D-CA/33rd)

Hector Cordero-Guzman, New School University (NY)

Dr. Carlos Rodriguez, Senior Research Scientist at the American Institutes for Research and
Associate Professor at American University, College of Education. (DC)



PRESIDENT CLINTON AND VICE PRESIDENT GORE
Working on Behalf of the Hispanic Community

EcoNOMY

Closing the Book on A Generation of Deficits. In 1992, the deficit was $290 billion, a record dollar
high. This year, the Administration expects the budget surplus to be $99 billion, the largest budget
surplus in history.

Saving Social Security. Barlier this year, the President outlined his plan to save Social Security and
extend the life of the Social Security Trust Fund. The President would lock away the Social Security
surpluses to prevent them from being used to fund other programs. In addition, his plan would
transfer the interest savings from reducing the national debt to the Social Security Trust Fund and
increase the return on Social Security funds through private investment. The President has put forth a
balanced budget that maintains our sound economic strategy and invest the budget surplus in our long-
term goals: saving Social Security and securing Medicare for the 21st Century.

Nearly 19 Million New Jobs. More than 90 percent of the new jobs have been created in the private
sector, the highest percentage in 50 years.

Record-Low Unemployment for Latinos. Under President Clinton and Vice President Gore, the
Latino unemployment rate has dropped from 11.6 percent in 1992 to 7.2 percent in 1998 -- its lowest
annual level ever. As of June 1999, the monthly Hispanic unemployment was even lower at 6.8
percent.

Income of Median Hispanic Households Up $2,553 in Past Two Years. In 1997, the income of the
median Hispanic household, adjusted for inflation, increased from $25,477 in 1996 to $26,628 in 1997
-- an increase of $1,151 or 4.5 percent. Over the past two years, the income of the typical Hispanic
household has risen $2,553 -- or nearly 11 percent -- the largest two-year increase in Hispanic income
on record.

Real Wages Are Rising for Hispanics. The real wages of Hispanics have risen rapidly in the past
two years, up 4.2 percent for Hispanic men and 2.7 percent for Hispanic women since 1996.

Inflation -- Lowest Since 1950s. Inflation remains non-existent at 1.6 percent for the beginning of
1999. In 1998, the GDP price index rose 1.0 percent at an annual rate -- its lowest level since the
1950s.

Strong Private Sector Growth. In the first quarter, private-sector GDP growth was up 4.4 percent.
Since President Clinton took office, the private sector of the economy has grown an average of 4.0
percent per year -- compared to 3.0 percent under President Reagan and 1.3 percent under President
Bush. .



Tax Cuts For Low-Income Working Families. President Clinton’s 1993 Economic Plan provided
tax cuts to 15 million hard-pressed working families by expanding the Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC). The average family with two kids who received the EITC received a tax cut of $1,026. In
1997, the EITC lifted more than 1.2 million Hispanics out of poverty.

Largest Hispanic Poverty Drop In Two Decades. In 1997, the Hispanic poverty rate dropped from
29.4 percent to 27.1 percent -- the largest one-year drop in Hispanic poverty since 1978. Since
President Clinton took office, Hispanic poverty has dropped from 30.6 percent to 27.1 percent. While
this marks significant progress, President Clinton will continue to fight for policies that help to raise
incomes and reduce poverty.

Minimum Wage Increased. The President raised the minimum wage to $5.15 an hour -- directly
benefiting 1.6 million Hispanic workers.

Fighting for Paycheck Equity. The President has called on Congress to pass legislation to strengthen
laws prohibiting wage discrimination. In 1997, the median earnings of Hispanic women represented
56 percent of the median eamings for all men.

Two and a Half Times More Small Business Loans to Hispanic Entrepreneurs. Between 1993
and 1997 the SBA approved nearly 15,000 loans to Hispanic entrepreneurs under the 7(a) and 504 loan
programs. In 1997 alone, the Small Business Administration granted more than 3,300 loans, worth
$615 million, to Hispanic small business owners, two and a half times the number of loans granted in
1992. ‘

Supporting Minority Business Communities and Increasing Access to Capital. Building on the
efforts of the SBA, Vice President Gore unveiled aggressive plans to increase lending and business
services to the Hispanic and African American business communities nationwide. SBA has entered
partnership agreements with national leadership organizations, and engaged its national network of
field offices and resources in the effort. SBA also licensed the first Hispanic-managed venture capital
fund. In addition, the Vice President announced an unprecedented agreement between SBA and the
“Big Three” U.S. automakers to increase subcontracting awards to minority businesses by nearly $3
billion over the next three years -- a 50 percent increase over current levels.

Ensuring Minority Business Owners Have a Fair Opportunity to Compete. The President signed
the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century into law on June 9, 1998. The Act protects the
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Program, a program that ensures that minority and women-
owned businesses have an opportunity to compete for transportation projects. The Administration
helped defeat an amendment to the House version of this bill that would have eliminated the DBE
Program. In a different measure, the President also approved the creation of a new program to target
assistance to minority-owned businesses in industries that continue to reflect the effects of '
discrimination. As a result, thousands of minority-owned businesses will be able to compete more
effectively for government contracts. .



Expanding Investment in Urban and Rural Areas. The Clinton Administration has announced 105
EZs and ECs across the country. This effort was proposed by President Clinton and Vice President Al
Gore, and passed by Congress in 1993. The EZ/EC effort has generated more than $2 billion of new
private sector investment in community development activities. The President has also signed into law
a second round of EZs -- 15 new urban and 5 new rural zones -- which will include tax incentives,
small business expensing, and private activity bonds. In FY 99, President Clinton and Congress
provided first-year funding of $55 million for the new EZs, and $5 million in first-year funding for 20
new rural Enterprise Communities announced in January. The FY 2000 Budget proposes mandatory
funding for ten years: $150 million a year for urban EZs and Strategic Planning Communities; $10
million a year for rural EZs; and $5 million a year for rural ECs.

Expanding Access to Capital with Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI).
Proposed and signed into law by the President in 1994, the CDFI Fund, through grants, loans and
equity investments, is helping to create a network of community development financial institutions in
distressed areas across the United States. In FY99, funding was increased 19 percent to $95 million
from $80 million. The FY 2000 budget proposes to expand funding for the CDFI Fund to $125
million--a $30 million increase from 1999.

Working on Behalf of Minority Farmers. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is working
to strengthen programs and increase outreach targeted to underserved communities, including '
increasing its lending to minority and women producers. Between 1993 and 1998, direct lending to
these groups has nearly doubled -- from $46.5 million in FY93 to $91 million in FY98.

Moving from Welfare to Work. With the President’s leadership, the Balanced Budget included $3
billion to move long-term welfare recipients and unemployed non-custodial fathers into jobs and
provided tax credits for employers to hire and retain long-term welfare recipients. The FY 1999
Welfare-to-Work competitive grants will support innovative strategies to address specific challenges to
employment including limited English proficiency. The President’s budget seeks $1 billion to extend
the Welfare-to-Work program to help more long-term recipients and low income fathers in high
poverty areas go to work and support their families.

Helping People Get to Work. The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century authorizes $750
million over five years, and the FY99 budget included $75 million, for the President’s Access to Jobs
initiative and reverse commute grants to help communities design innovative transportation solutions
so that families who need to work can get to work. The President’s Budget proposes to double
funding for FY 2000, bringing the program to the authorized level of $150 million.

Assisting Families with Housing Vouchers. In 1999, the President proposed and Congress approved
$283 million for 50,000 new housing vouchers for welfare recipients who need housing assistance to
get or keep a job. Families will use these welfare-to-work housing vouchers to move closer to a new
job, to reduce a long commute, or to secure more stable housing that will eliminate emergencies which
keep them from getting to work every day on time. The President’s FY 2000 Budget provides $430
million for 75,000 welfare-to-work housing vouchers, including $144 million in new funds for 25,000
additional vouchers.



Providing Incentives to Save. The President signed into law a five-year, $125 million demonstration
program for Individual Development Accounts, providing incentives for low income families to save
for a first home, higher education or to start a new business, effectively completing his 1992
community empowerment agenda. The FY99 budget includes $10 million to launch this initiative, and
the President has proposed to double the commitment to $20 million in FY 2000.

Increasing Homeownership. The Clinton Administration launched a program to increase the
homeownership rate of Hispanics in the U.S. through advertising, education and counseling programs
and working with lending institutions to better serve the Hispanic community. Progress has been
made, four million Hispanics now own their homes, one million more Hispanic homeowners since the
first quarter of 1994.

Helping More Families Become Homeowners with the “Play-by-the-Rules” Homeownership
Initiative. The FY99 budget included $25 million for the Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation to
start this new initiative that will make homeownership more accessible to families who have a good
rental history but have difficulty purchasing a home; 10,000 lower-income and minority families who
are currently renting will benefit from this initiative. The FY 2000 budget proposes a second round of
$15 million for this initiative.

Expanding Low-Income Housing Tax Credit by 40 Percent. In 1993, President Clinton fulfilled
his promise to permanently extend the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit, spurring the private
development of low-income housing and helping to build 75,000-90,000 housing units each year.
President Clinton has proposed to expand the credit by 40 percent. Over the next five years, this
expansion would mean an additional 150,000 to 180,000 quality affordable rental units.

FIGHTING FOR EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

Building One America. The President has led the nation in an effort to become One America in the
21st Century: a place where we respect others’ differences and, at the same time, embrace the common .
values that unite us. AF L-CIO Executive Vice President Linda Chavez-Thompson served on the -
Advisory Board to the President’s Initiative on Race, which the President charged with overseeing this
effort. The President, the Administration and the Advisory Board were actively involved in public
outreach efforts -- including holding numerous public meetings and town halls -- to engage Americans
across the nation in this historic effort. One of the critical elements of the President’s Initiative on
Race was identifying, highlighting and sharing with the nation promising practices -- local and
national efforts to promote racial reconciliation. The Advisory Board presented their final report to
the President on September 18, 1998, and recommended that conversations on race continue.

President Clinton also appointed Robert B. (Ben) Johnson as Assistant to the President and Director of
the White House Office on the President’s Initiative for One America, a new office the President
created to follow up on the work of his Initiative on Race.

An Administration That Looks like One America. The President appointed the most diverse
Cabinet and Administration in history. Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson and Small Business
Administrator Aida Alvarez are members of the President’s Cabinet. Federico Pefia and Henry
Cisneros previously served in the President’s Cabinet.
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Judicial Appointments. Six percent of all President Clinton’s judicial appointments are Hispanics
including the Honorable Jose Cabranes, Judge, Second Circuit U.S. Circuit Court, The Honorable
Carlos Moreno, Judge, Central District of California, U.S. District Court and the Honorable Hilda
Tagle, Judge, Southern District of Texas, U.S. District Court.

Senior Level Administration Appointments. President Clinton has appointed more Hispanics to
senior level positions than any President in American history. Eight percent of Presidential
appointments, including boards and commissions, are held by Hispanics. These Presidential appointees
include Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) President George Mufioz; Norma Cantu,
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights at the Department of Education, Saul Ramirez, Jr., Department of
Housing and Urban Development Deputy Secretary; Albert Jacquez, Administrator of the St.
Lawrence Seaway, Department of Transportation; Eluid Levi Martinez, Commissioner of Bureau of
Reclamation at the Department of Interior; Ida L. Castro, Chair, Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission; Patricia T. Montoya, Commissioner for Children, Youth & Families at the Department
of Health and Human Services; and John U. Sepulveda, Deputy Director at the Office of Personnel
Management. White House appointees include: Assistant to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff
Maria Echaveste; Assistant to the President and Director of Intergovernmental Affairs Mickey Ibarra;
and Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy Director for Legislative Affairs Janet Murguia.

Opposed California Prop. 209 and Similar Measures. The Clinton Administration strongly
opposes state and local initiatives to eliminate affirmative action programs that expand opportunities
for Hispanics and others. The Administration opposed Proposition 209 in California and filed amicus
briefs opposing Prop. 209, which currently prohibits state affirmative action programs. The Clinton
Administration opposed a similar initiative in Houston, which was defeated and opposed an initiative
in Washington that is similar to Prop. 209. In all these cases, representatives of the administration
have spoken out strongly against these initiatives as unfair and a barrier to equality.

Ordered an Assessment of Affirmative Action Programs. The President ordered a comprehensive
review of the government’s affirmative action programs which concluded that affirmative action is
still an effective and important tool to expand educational and economic opportunity to all Americans.
This review of federal affirmative action programs has helped to ensure that these programs are fair
and effective and that they can survive legal challenges. As a result, programs that benefit Hispanics,
including students, working men and women, and business owners, remain in effect and are more
likely to be upheld by the courts.

Reducing Backlog and Expanding Alternative Dispute Resolution at Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission (EEOC). Thanks to President Clinton, the FY99 budget included $279
million -- a $37 million increase over the previous year -- to significantly expand EEQC's alternative
dispute resolution program and reduce the backlog of private sector discrimination complaints. The
final budget fully funds the President’s request -- providing the first real increase for EEOC in several
years. The President’s FY2000 budget request provides $312 million for the EEOC, a 12 percent
increase over 1999.
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Working to Ensure Fairness and Remove Barriers to High Quality Education. The Office for
Civil Rights in the Department of Education is working to eliminate discriminatory educational
practices within schools that contribute to deficiencies in minority student achievement. These
priorities included the inappropriate placement of minority students in special education, limited
access of minority students to challenging curricula and programs such as gifted and honors classes
and the lack of comparable resources.

Ensuring Election Fairness. The Clinton Administration defended racially fair redistricting plans
against claims that they were unconstitutional and prevented election day discrimination against
minority voters and voter intimidation and harassment by monitoring polling place activities in a
record number of states and counties. Continued enforcement efforts to ensure that citizens who rely
on Spanish have the same opportunities to participate in voting-related activities as English-speaking
voters.

Oppose English-Only Legislation. Strongly opposed legislation to make English the official
language of the United States which would have jeopardized services and programs for non-English
speakers and jeopardized assistance to the tens of thousands of new immigrants and others seeking to
learn English as adults.

Increasing Voter Registration. Since 1995, the National Voter Registration Act or “Motor Voter”
law has registered nearly 28 million new voters and made voting easier for millions more. [FEC, 6/99;
FEC, 6/97]

Opposed California Prop. 187. Opposed California's Proposition 187, which would have made
illegal immigrants ineligible for public school education at all levels and ineligible for public health
care services.

Working for Fair Housing. The President proposed and won a major expansion of HUD’s Fair
Housing programs. The final budget expands HUD’s Fair Housing programs from $30 million in
FY98 to $40 million in FY99. That 33-percent increase includes $7.5 million for a new audit-based
enforcement initiative proposed by the Administration. The President’s FY 2000 budget proposes to
increase HUD’s fair housing activities by another 17 percent.

Defended Fairness. The Clinton Administration has filed more cases between 1993 and 1997 to
enforce fair housing laws than any other Administration (more than 500 cases). For instance, this.
Administration desegregated a Vidor, Texas, public housing complex and ordered a Mississippi bank
to implement remedial lending plans for minority customers who were unfairly denied loans by the

. bank.

Eliminated Discriminatory “Redlining” Practices. The Clinton Administration negotiated
agreements with health care agencies to eliminate discriminatory “redlining” practices denying home
health care services based on residential location.



Working to Ensure a Fair, Accurate and Complete Census. The Clinton Administration is working
to ensure that Census 2000 is the most accurate census possible using the best, most up-to-date
scientific methods as recommended by the National Academy of Sciences. According to the Census
Bureau, the 1990 Census missed 8.4 million people and double-counted 4.4 million others.
Nationally, 5 percent of Hispanics were not counted in the 1990 census. While missing or
miscounting so many people is a problem, the fact that certain groups -- such as children, the poor,
people of color, city dwellers and people who live in rural rental homes -- were missed more often
than others made the undercount even more inaccurate. A fair and accurate Census is a fundamental
part of a representative democracy and is the basis for providing equality under the law. The President
is determined to have a fair and full count in 2000.

IMMIGRATION

Fairness for Immigrants. The President worked with Congress to correct the most egregious impacts
of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996. As a result, almost a
million people will be able to proceed with legalizing their immigration status under the former
standards of immigration law and not the new, stricter and more burdensome standards enacted in
1996.

Strengthening the Naturalization Process. The President has made naturalization a top priority of
the Immigration and Naturalization Service in order to continue fostering legal immigration while
combating illegal immigration. For instance, over one million individuals were naturalized in 1996.
The Administration continues to work to streamline and improve the naturalization process so that
eligible individuals who have played by the rules can become full partners in America. In FY99, the
Administration won an infusion of new resources to reduce the backlog of naturalization applications
and improve customer service.

Defended Immigrant Rights. The Administration defeated legislative efforts which would have
significantly eroded health care for immigrants. The bipartisan agreement strengthened the
sponsorship requirement while preserving the basic ability of families to reunify.

Reversing Unfair Cuts; Protects Legal Immigrants Who Become Disabled and Those Currently
Receiving Benefits. The Balanced Budget Act of 1997 restored $11.5 billion in SSI and Medicaid
benefits for legal immigrants whose benefits were also terminated in welfare reform. This law
protects those immigrants now receiving assistance, ensuring that they will not be turned out of their
apartments or nursing homes or otherwise left destitute. And for immigrants already here but not
receiving benefits, the BBA does not change the rules retroactively. Immigrants in the country as of
August 22, 1996, but not receiving benefits at that time who subsequently become disabled will also
be fully eligible for SSI and Medicaid benefits. When the President signed the 1996 Welfare Reform
Law, he pledged to go back and change provisions that have nothing to do with welfare reform, such
as the cutting off benefits to legal immigrants. Critics said the changes would never be made.
However, in 1997 and again in 1998, the President followed through on his pledge -- and won many of
the changes he sought in the 1996 law. The President’s FY 2000 Budget would restore eligibility for
SSI and Medicaid to legal immigrants who enter the country after that date if they have been in the



United States for five years and become disabled after entering the United States. This proposal would
cost approximately $930 million and assist an estimated 54,000 legal immigrants by 2004, about half
of whom would be elderly.

Assuring Families Access to Health Care and Other Benefits. In May 1999, the Vice President
announced new actions to assure families that enrolling in Medicaid or the new Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP) and receiving other critical benefits, such as school lunch and child care
services, will not affect their immigration status. The new Department of Justice regulation clarifies a
widespread misconception that has deterred eligible populations from enrolling in these programs and
undermined the nation’s public health. In addition, the Vice President directed Federal agencies to
send guidance to their field offices, program grantees and to work with community organizations to
educate Americans about this new policy.

EDUCATION

Made the Largest Investment in Education in 30 Years. Maintaining his longtime commitment to
education, the President enacted the largest investment in education in 30 years -- and the largest
investment in higher education since the G.I. Bill.

Modernizing Our Schools. The President has proposed federal tax credits to help rebuild, modernize,
and build 6,000 public schools nationwide. Much of this funding is targeted to the cities with the
highest numbers of low-income children.

Reducing Class Size. Last year, the President won a down payment on his initiative to reduce class
size to a national average of 18 students in grades 1-3 to help local schools hire an additional 100,000
well-prepared teachers. Research shows that students do better academically in smaller classes,
especially minority and low-income students. The President's proposal targets substantial funding to
the communities that need it most, and he has threatened to veto legislation that would replace that
class size initiative with a block grant that doesn't guarantee the continuation of a nationwide class size
initiative and denies adequate funding to the communities that need it most.

Supporting Reading Excellence. More than 1000 colleges have committed work-study students to
tutor children in reading, and thousands of AmeriCorps members and senior volunteers are organizing
volunteer reading campaigns. In addition, the President won $260 million for a new child literacy
initiative, consistent with the President’s America Reads proposal in the FY99 budget. The FY2000
budget includes funding to continue the Clinton-Gore Administration Reading Excellence Program --
helping train reading tutors and coordinating after-school, weekend, and summer reading programs
linked to in-school instruction; helping train teachers to teach reading; and helping parents help
children prepare to learn to read.

Greater Access to Education Technology. The President has made an unprecedented commitment to
bringing technology into schools. In the FY99 budget, President Clinton won $75 million to fund
technology training for teachers and $10 million for new grants to public-private partnerships in low-
income communities to provide residents access to computer facilities for educational and employment
purposes. Education technology has always been a top priority for the President and Vice President;



since 1993, they have created the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund and increased overall
investments in educational technology by thirty-fold, from $23 million to $698 million this year. The
Administration has also secured low-cost connections (the E-rate) to the Internet for schools and
libraries.

Getting Good Teachers to Underserved Areas. The FY99 budget contained $75 million for new
teacher quality initiatives -- programs that will help recruit and prepare thousands of teachers to teach
in high-poverty urban and rural communities and will strengthen teacher preparation programs across
the country.

Strengthening Educational Accountability and Excellence. 11 million low-income students now
benefit from extra support to meet high expectations and challenging standards because of increased
funding for the Title I program and reforms proposed and signed into law by President Clinton in the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). This year, President Clinton has proposed
building on this progress with further strengthening accountability in these federal programs,
improving teacher quality, increasing school safety, expanding public school choice, and providing
extra support through summer-school, after-school and other programs to help students master the
basics and reach challenging academic standards. The reauthorization will also support teacher
education programs that develop the ability of regular classroom teachers to teach limited English
proficient (LEP) students.

Enacted a Hispanic Education Action Plan. The Hispanic dropout rate is unacceptably high, and is
substantially higher for Hispanics than African-Americans and White non-Hispanics. The
Administration is reaching out to Hispanic youth, encouraging them to stay in school, do well
academically and graduate from high school, and go on to college so that they can compete
successfully for good jobs and take advantage of promising career opportunities. As part of these
efforts, the Clinton Administration put forth and won funding increases for a Hispanic Education
Action Plan in the FY99 budget. As part of this plan, the President and Vice President proposed
significant increases in a number of programs that enhance educational opportunity for Hispanic
Americans. The final budget included increases of $494 million for these programs, including an
increase of $70 million for TRIO college preparation programs over FY98, which will now provide
support services to over 700,000 students, and an additional $50 million for Bilingual Education
Professional Development -- double the FY98 level -- to begin to provide 20,000 teachers over five
years with the training they need to teach Limited English Proficient students effectively. Moreover,
funding for Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs), colleges and universities with at least 25 percent
Hispanic enrollments was more than doubled from $12 million to $28 million in FY 99. In FY 2000,
the President has proposed over a $650 million increase in funds for Department of Education
programs that are part of the Administration’s Hispanic Education Agenda.

Expanding College Opportunity with Tuition Tax Credits, Education IRAs, and Largest
Increase in Pell Grants in 20 Years. The President is making the first two years of college
universally available with $1500 HOPE Scholarship tax credits and a 20 percent lifetime learning tax
credit helps offset tuition costs for college or lifetime learning. The expanded education IRA allows
penalty- and tax-free withdrawals for education. And in 1999, nearly four million students will
receive a Pell Grant of up to $3,125, the largest maximum award ever. In the 1995-96 school year, 54



percent of all Hispanic students enrolled full-time in college received a Pell Grant.

Established a Hispanic Advisory Commission. In 1994, the President issued an Executive Order on
Educational Excellence for Hispanics which established an advisory commission to oversee the
improvement in education for Hispanics and would work to ensure that Hispanic-Serving Institutions
will have more input regarding educational goals and issues of concern to Hispanics. The
Commission’s report identified contributing factors impacting attainment of educational excellence,
corrective policy actions, and plans for program development and funding.

Implemented the Student Diversity Partnership Program. Partnered with Hispanic Association of
Colleges and Universities, National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education, an Indian
Science and Engineering Society and the Center for the Advancement of Hispanics in Science and
Engineering Education to implement the Student Diversity Partnership Program. This program will
ensure an adequate supply of diverse and qualified scientists and engineers for the 21st century. In
addition, the White House recently awarded Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science,
Mathematics and Engineering Mentoring Grants to both individual mentors and institutions that foster
mentoring, helping to ensure that America’s future scientists and engineers come from all of the
nation’s racial and cultural segments of the population.

AmeriCorps College Support. Since 1993, more than 100,000 people have had the opportunity to
serve through AmeriCorps, with Hispanics comprising 13 percent of all participants (1996 data) In
1999, nearly 50,000 young people will take advantage of the opportunity to serve and will earn an
award of up to $4,725 to pay for college or repay student loans.

Establishing the GEAR-UP. In FY99, the President won $120 million to create a new initiative
which would promote partnerships between schools and institutions of higher education to provide
about 100,000 low-income middle and high school students with academic and support services to
help them prepare for and enter college. The President is proposing to double this initiative this year.

Expanding Investments In Youth Education And Training. While House Republicans attempted
to eliminate the successful Summer Jobs program in FY99, President Clinton prevailed with his
request for $871 million in funding, which will finance up to 530,000 summer jobs for disadvantaged
youth. The Youth Opportunity Area Initiative program provides high school dropouts between the
ages of 16 and 24 with academic and job-skills training, as well as apprenticeships building and
rehabilitating affordable housing. The President proposed and won $250 million for this new
innovative program in the FY99 budget.

Teaching Job Skills and Building Homes Through “Youthbuild.” Through the Youthbuild
program, nearly 2,300 high school dropouts have developed valuable job skills while building or
renovating homes for hundreds of low-income families. This program offers young adults, ranging in
age from 16 to 24, the opportunity to gain leadership skills, earn a high school diploma or GED, learn
a valuable trade, and provide much-needed housing to families nationwide. More than $170 million in
grants have been made under Youthbuild since its inception in 1993, enabling over 7,800 young
people to take part in building or rehabilitating more than 3,650 houses and apartments units in their
communities. Of the 7,800 served by Youthbuild, an estimated 1,170 are Hispanic youth.
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Strengthening Bilingual and Immigrant Education. The President is committed to ensuring that
students with limited English skills get the extra help they need in order to learn English and meet the
same high standards expected for all students. The Clinton administration fought for and won a 35%
increase in bilingual and immigrant education in the 1997 budget deal. For FY99, the Administration
fought for and won a doubling of the investments in bilingual teacher training as part of its Hispanic
Education Action Plan. Bilingual education funding helps school districts teach English to more than a
million limited English proficient (LEP) children and helps LEP students to achieve to the same high
standards as all other students. It also provides teachers with the training they need to teach limited
English proficient students. The Immigrant Education program helps more than a thousand school
districts provide supplemental instructional services to more than 800,000 recent immigrant students.
In his proposal to reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the President has
proposed additional help to ensure that all teachers are well-trained to meet the needs of students with
Limited English Proficiency. His proposal would also make schools and districts more accountable
for helping children with Limited English Proficiency master their academic subjects and learn
English.

Extra Help for Limited-English Proficient Children. In 1994, President Clinton reformed Title I --
the major elementary and secondary program for disadvantaged children -- clearing away barriers that
had prevented limited-English proficient children from getting help. Now Hispanics are 32% of the
children served in Title I, the largest share of all communities. The FY99 budget provides a $301
million boost to the Title I program.

More Assistance for Migrant Children and Families. Migrant families face particularly difficult
obstacles to gaining the education and training they would need to improve their standard of living.
President Clinton improved the Migrant Education Program in the 1994 reauthorization, and won a 16
percent increase in FY99. As part of his Hispanic Education Action Plan, he also won increases for
the High School Equivalency Program, the, College Assistance Migrant Program, as well as funding
for a Migrant Youth Job Training Demonstration.

Expanding Access to English Language/Civics Education. The President’s FY 2000 budget
supports a $190 million increase for adult education and family literacy, including a $70 million
investment for the English Language and Civics Education Initiative: Common Ground Partnerships.
This initiative will help states and communities provide limited English proficient adults with
expanded access to high quality English as a Second Language programs linked to civics and life skills
instruction on understanding and navigating our government system, the public education system,
workplace, and other key institutions in American life.

Reducing the Drop-Out Rate Through Right Track Partnerships. The President’s FY 2000
budget provides $100 million for "Right Track Partnerships" to promote partnerships between schools,
employers, and community-based organizations that devise innovative community-wide approaches to
increase the rate at which economically disadvantaged and limited-English proficient youth complete
and excel in high school and subsequently increase the rate at which these youth go on to post-
secondary education, training, and higher paying careers. This new proposal builds on last year’s
Hispanic Education Action Plan, which received nearly $500 million for FY1999.
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Eliminating Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities. In 1998, President Clinton announced an
initiative to end racial and ethnic health disparities. The effort sets a national goal of eliminating the
longstanding disparities by the year 2010 in six key health areas: infant mortality, diabetes, cancer
screening and management, heart disease, AIDS and immunizations. There are major health
disparities among Hispanics. Latinos are nearly twice as likely to develop diabetes than non-Latinos
and Latinos have two to three times the rate of stomach cancer as white Americans. The President
announced a five-step plan - led by Surgeon General and Assistant Secretary for Health Dr. David
Satcher -- to mobilize the resources and expertise of the federal government, the private sector, and
local communities. In the FY99 budget, Congress took a critical first step in investing in the
President’s multi-year proposal. The President’s FY 2000 budget has proposed $145 million to
continue this program’s activities.

Addressing HIV/AIDS in Communities of Color. Racial and ethnic communities make up the fastest
growing portion of HIV/AIDS cases (more than 50 percent of all new HIV cases). As part of the FY99
budget, the Clinton Administration fought for and won a comprehensive new initiative that invests an
unprecedented $156 million to improve prevention efforts in high-risk communities and expand access
to cutting-edge HIV therapies and other treatment needed for HIV/AIDS.

Focused Health Efforts. Established the Office of the Minority Health Research and Alternative
Medicine at the National Institutes of Health. Helped communities develop culturally-competent
systems of care for children with serious emotional disturbances through the Comprehensive Mental
Health Services for Children and Families program. Negotiated agreements with hospitals and nursing
homes to eliminate barriers to equal access for minorities based on language.

Working to Enact a Strong, Enforceable Patients’ Bill of Rights for All Americans. President
Clinton has called on the Congress to pass a strong, enforceable patients’ bill of rights that assures
Americans the quality health care they need. The bill should include important patient protections
such as: assuring direct access to specialists; real emergency room protections; continuity of care
provisions that protect patients from abrupt changes in treatment; a fair, timely, and independent
appeals process for patient grievances; and enforcement provisions to make these rights real. Leading
by example, the President directed all federal agencies to ensure that their employees and beneficiaries
have the benefits and rights guaranteed under the President’s proposed Patients’ Bill of Rights.

Protecting and Strengthening Medicare. The 1997 Balanced Budget Act extended the life of the
Medicare Trust Fund for at least a decade; expanded choices in health plans; and provided
beneficiaries new preventive benefits. Today, Medicare provides health insurance to more than two
million elderly and disabled Hispanics and six percent of all beneficiaries currently enrolled in
Medicare are Hispanic. President Clinton is working to modernize and strengthen Medicare to prepare
it for the challenges the program faces in the 21st Century. This historic initiative would make
Medicare more competitive and efficient; modernize and reform Medicare’s benefits, including a long-
overdue prescription drug benefit and cost-sharing protections far preventive benefits; and make an
unprecedented long-term financing commitment to the program that would extend the life of the
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Medicare trust fund to 2027.

Extended Health Care to Millions of Children with the Children’s Health Insurance Program
(CHIP). Because of the President’s leadership, the 1997 Balanced Budget Act included $24 billion to
provide real health care coverage to up to five million more children, the largest children’s health care
budget increase since Medicaid was created in 1965. Minority children make up a disproportionate

, number of the over 10 million uninsured children. Hispanic children make up nearly 30 percent of all
uninsured children. The Administration is actively reaching out to communities to target and enroll
eligible, uninsured children in CHIP.

Providing Health Care to Children and Pregnant Women. Under current law, states have the
option to provide health coverage to immigrant children and pregnant women who entered the country
before August 22, 1996. The President’s FY 2000 Budget gives states the option to extend Medicaid
or CHIP coverage to low-income legal immigrant children and Medicaid to pregnant women who
entered the country after August 22, 1996. The proposal would cost $325 million and provide critical
health insurance to approximately 55,000 children and 23,000 women by FY 2004. This proposal
would reduce the number of high-risk pregnancies, ensure healthier children, and lower the cost of
emergency Medicaid deliveries.

Protecting Families. Family and Medical Leave allows workers to take up to 12 weeks of unpaid
leave to care for seriously ill family members, new born or adoptive children, or their own serious
health problems without fear of losing their jobs. About 91 million workers are covered by the Family
and Medical Leave Act and millions of workers have already benefited from FMLA since its
enactment.

Increased WIC — $1 Billion Higher. Under President Clinton, participation in the Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) has expanded by 1.7
million -- from 5.7 million in 1993 to 7.4 million women, infants, and children in 1998, with funding
rising from $2.9 billion to $3.9 billion (FY99). Research shows that every $1 increase in the prenatal
care portion of the WIC program cuts between $1.77 and $3.90 in medical expenses in the first 60
days following childbirth. In 1996, 30 percent of the infants who benefited from WIC were Hispanic.

Restoring Food Stamp Benefits for Legal Immigrants. The Agricultural Research Act of 1998
provided Food Stamps for 225,000 legal immigrant children, senior citizens, and people with
disabilities who enter the United States by August 22, 1996. The President’s FY 2000 Budget would
extend this provision by allowing legal immigrants in the United States on August 22, 1996 who
subsequently reach age 65 to be eligible for Food Stamps at cost of $60 million, restoring benefits to
about 20,000 elderly legal immigrants by 2004.

Expanded Head Start By More than 60 Percent. Since 1993, President Clinton has expanded Head
Start by 57 percent, from $2.8 billion in FY93 to $4.4 billion in FY98. .During the Clinton
Administration, Hispanic enrollment has increased by 70,000 and at a rate nearly twice as fast as non-
Hispanic enroliment. Despite these increases, Hispanic children remain under-represented in the
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program, and the Administration is stepping up efforts to ensure access and culturally appropriate
services. Also, the President's FY 2000 budget includes $607 million in new funds to improve and
expand Head Start, including a $23 million request for Migrant Head Start that would improve quality
and reach as many as 2,000 new children.

Raised Immunization Rates to All Time High. Since 1993, childhood immunization rates have
reached all-time highs, with 90 percent or more of America's toddlers receiving the most critical doses
of vaccines for children by age 2. For the most critical childhood vaccines, vaccination levels are
nearly the same for preschool children of all racial and ethnic groups, narrowing a gap that was
estimated to be as wide as 26 percentage points a generation ago. But despite this program, as of 1997,
79 percent of white children had received the recommended series of vaccinations by age 2 compared
to 72 percent of Hispanic children whom had been vaccinated against childhood disease. To help
increase participation, on April 20, 1999, Secretary Shalala announced a new Spanish-language
childhood immunization public awareness campaign, "Vacunelo A Tiempo Todo el Tiempo"
(Vaccinate Your Children On time, Every Time), to create and distribute culturally relevant and
language appropriate educational materials to help raise Hispanic immunization rates to the national
average.

Proposed the Largest Single Investment in Child Care in the Nation’s History. In 1998, the

President proposed an historic initiative to improve child care for America’s working families by
helping families pay for child care, building the supply of good after-school programs, improving
child care quality and promoting early learning. The President won $182 million to improve the

quality of child care for America's working families in the FY99 budget.

Providing Safe After-School Opportunities for Nearly 400,000 Children Each Year.
Approxsimately 400,000 school-age children in rural and urban communities have safe and educational
after-school opj.ortunities this year because of the expanded 21st Century Community Learning
Centers program. Under the ieadership of President Clinton and Vice President Al Gore, funding for
this initiative has increased from $1 million to $200 million in two years, and the Administration has
proposed tripling the program this year. In his FY 2000 budget, the President proposed to increase
funding to serve approximately 1.1 million students.

FIGHTING CRIME

Held the White House Conference on Hate Crimes. President Clinton hosted the first White House
Conference on Hate Crimes, which examined laws and remedies that can make a difference in
preventing hate crimes, highlighted solutions that are working in communities across the country, and
continued the frank and open dialogue needed to build One America. The President announced
significant law enforcement and prevention initiatives to get tough on hate crimes, including: support
for legislation to expand the federal hate crimes law to cover crimes based on sexual orientation,
gender, or disability; the creation of a network of local hate crime working groups; the addition of
approximately 50 FBI agents and federal prosecutors to enforce hate crimes laws; improved collection
of data on hate crimes; and the production of materials to educate the public -- especially youth --
about hate crimes. The President and Vice President continue to work to enact the Hate Crimes
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Prevention Act.

Enhanced Penalties for Hate Crimes. As part of the historic 1994 Crime Act, the President signed
the Hate Crimes Sentencing Enhancement Act which provides for longer sentences where the offense
is determined to be a hate crime.

Falling Crime Rates. Overall crime rates are down to the lowest levels in a generation --and all
incomes and races are benefitting. According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics’ National
Victimization Survey, property and violent crime victimization rates are at their lowest levels since
1973. Between 1993-1997, decreasing victimization trends were experienced about equally for all
race, sex and income groups. In addition, the murder rate is down more than 25 percent since 1993, its
lowest point in 30 years. Between 1997 and 1998, the Hispanic violent victimization rate fell from 43
to 33 victimization’s per 1,000 Hispanics.

Putting 100,000 New Police on the Streets and Providing COPS Grants to Underserved Areas.
This year, ahead of schedule and under budget, the Administration has met its commitment of funding
100,000 police officers for our communities. As a part of the COPS Program, the President
announced new grants to increase police presence and community policing in underserved
neighborhoods. Under this initiative, 18 cities will share $106 million to hire 620 new community
policing officers. The pilot cities were selected following an analysis of crime, demographic and
economic data.

SAFE AND CLEAN ENVIRONMENT

Environmental Justice and Redevelopment -- issued an Executive Order on Environmental Justice
to ensure that low-income citizens and minorities do not suffer a disproportionate burden of industrial
pollution. The Administration identified pilot projects to be undertaken across the country to
redevelop contaminated sites in low-income communities, turn them into useable space, create jobs
and enhance community development.

Accelerating Toxic Cleanups and Brownfields Redevelopment -- cleaned up nearly three times as
many Superfund sites in six years as the previous administrations did in twelve. Leveraged nearly $1
billion in private sector investment for Brownfields redevelopment.

Keeping Our Drinking Water Safe — proposed and signed legislation to strengthen the Safe
Drinking Water Act to ensure that our families have healthy, clean tap water. Required America’s
55,000 water utilities to provide regular reports to their customers on the quality of their drinking
water.

Reducing the Threat of Global Warming -- negotiated an international treaty to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions in an environmentally strong and economically sound way. Secured $1 billion in FY99
for research incentives to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through energy efficiency and clean energy
technologies.
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Preserving Our Lands -- protected or enhanced nearly 150 million acres of public and private lands,
from the red rock canyons of Utah to the Florida Everglades. Reached agreements to protect
Yellowstone from mining and save the ancient redwoods of California’s Headwaters Forest.

AMERICAN LEADERSHIP

Democracy for Cuba. The Clinton Administration increased efforts to promote a peaceful,
democratic transition in Cuba by keeping pressure on the Castro government for change while
reaching out to the Cuban people. The President has strengthened the international consensus on the
need to promote human rights and democracy. The Clinton Administration has authorized
humanitarian measures to alleviate the Cuban people’s suffering, encouraged the emergence of civil
society, and helped people prepare for a democratic future.

Support Our Closest Neighbors. The Administration took decisive action in assembling a financial
support package for Mexico and later Brazil. In each case, the President's leadership prevented a
prolonged financial crisis and its spread to other Latin American countries. In addition, the President
traveled to Latin America and launched hemispheric negotiations for Free Trade Area of the Americas.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY

January 24, 2000

MEMORANDUM

TO : Barbara Chow, Office of Management and Budget
Bruce Reed, Domestic Policy Council

FROM : Mike @@%L@@L\/

SUBJECT : Troops-to-Teachers Program FY 2000 funding

On Wednesday January 12, members of my staff met with representatives of the Department
of Defense (DOD) to discuss how best to implement section 1707 of the Troops-to-Teachers
Program Act of 1999 (contained in the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year

2000, Public Law 106-65). This Act, among other things, authorizes funding for Troops to

Teachers (TTT) in FY2000 and requires a transfer of both on-going and new activities under
the TTT program to the Department of Education (ED) by October 1, 2000. We are seeking
your assistance in ensuring that a smooth transition can take place in this important program.

The Defense Authorization Act anthorizes DOD to reserve, from their Operation and
Maintenance appropriation, up to $3 million to continue the TTT program until it is
transferred to ED. During the course of the meeting, however, DOD representatives
explained that the TTT program activities being carried out are being paid for with FY1999
DOD funds and that DOD does not intend to devote any funds to the program from its FY
2000 appropriation. As described below, this circumstance threatens the continuation of the
current infrastructure of the program, including the 24 State placement assistance offices that
have been a key factor in the success of the program to date and the administrative structure
within DOD that has set up and operated the program. The DOD representatives reported
that State offices are already contemplating the curtailment or termination of services later in
this fiscal year, because of the uncertainty of continued funding and the likelihood that DOD
personnel and resources devoted to the TTT program will be reassigned when the FY 1999
funds are exhausted.

ED’s FY 2000 appropriation provides no funding for the TTT Program. The FY 2001
budget request for the Department will include funding to continue and expand TTT, but
it is unlikely that our appropriations for FY 2001 will be enacted by October 1, 2000.
Therefore, we are very concerned that, unless DOD can provide some additional funding
from its FY 2000 appropriations for the continued operation of the program until the ED
FY 2001 appropriation 1s completed, the TTT program will effectively be dismantled due
to lack of funding before it can be transferred as required by section 1707.
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At the meeting, representatives of both Departments were optimistic that a transfer of
funds arrangement could ultimately be made for ED to fund, and for DOD to administer,
the military portion of an expanded Transition-to-Teaching initiative upon authorization
and appropriation. Both Departments also recognized, however, that unless a way can be
found to maintain the existing structures in the interim, the TTT program will suffer a
serious setback before any such arrangement could be implemented. Accordingly, I
suggest that the EOP ask DOD to devote $3 million of its FY2000 appropriations to the
TTT Program.

I would be happy to discuss this situation with you at your convenience and provide more
detailed information should you need it. [ appreciate your cooperation in assisting in this
matter.
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