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Some 1999 Academy of Hope GED Graduates
CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY

To:

Vice President Al Gore

From:

The Students at
Academy of Hope
1601 Columbia Rd., NW
Washington, DC 20009
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Elaine Cameron

310 Madison Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20011.
November 2, 1999.

Dear Mr. Gore,

This is a wonderful opportunity to be able to tell you the importance of
adult education in our communities today. Especially for many whom were
not provided the opportunity to attend high school or for some reason were
unable to complete their secondary education. | Will provide you with
three major points why | think adult education is important.

Firstly, new technology advances become available very often. Adult
education provides adults the opportunity to learn and become more
familiar with these new technological advancement. An example of this
technology is computers, which is constantly changing and older
computers easily become obsolete. This is why adults needs to stay
informed and trained on these new changes and adult education is a
perfect tool.

Secondly, adult education provides new areas for adult to specialize, learn
and improve. This is mainly for people whom would like to improve their
jobs, increase their pay, get promoted or simply move to a new career. It
also gives adult the enjoyment of taking on, and completing new and more
challenging tasks, profession and major or area of study.

Finally, providing them with the opportunity to achieve their gold.
Therefore adult education is a very important tool and is needed for a
successful future.

Sincerely,

Elaine Cameron.
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1501 Columbia Rd, NW, Washington, DC 20009
Phone: 202-328-2029 Fax: 202-328-1044 United Way/CFC #8827

November 3, 1999

Vice President Gore
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave
Washington, DC

Dear Vice President Gore,

Thank you for the opportunity for Academy of Hope students to share their stories
with you. It is certainly very exciting for all of us to meet you.

Academy of Hope was founded in 1985 in response to an overwhelming need in the
District of Columbia. It is estimated that 130,000 DC adults do not have a high school
diploma. Our program provides at-risk adults with adult basic education classes
(ABE), GED preparation, and computer training. Each year we serve about 500 adult
learners at all learning levels. The majority of our students come to us with reading
and computation levels below sixth grade.

Our goal is to equip our students with the skills needed to secure jobs with
economic mobility. And, just as important, by helping our students, many of whom are
parents, we are also helping the next generation strengthen their skills as well.

Enclosed in this packet is some information about Academy of Hope as well as a
few letters from our students concerning adult education.

All of us are very grateful for your commitment to adult literacy and basic
education. With your continued support, programs all across the United States, like
Academy of Hope, will continue to empower many more adult learners.

Executive Director



1501 Columbia Rd, NW, Washington, DC 20009
Phone: 202-328-2029 Fax: 202-328-1044 United Way/CFC #8827

Academy of Hope
Student Profiles

Juanita began attending Academy of Hope in September 1997 and passed the GED exam
in November, 1998. She is currently employed at the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum as a security officer. She is also a licensed SPO at the museum. In addition to
being a mother and her job, she is currently enrolled at the University of the District of
Columbia studying Criminal Psychology. One of the many benefits of receiving her GED
is that Juanita is now better able to help her son with his homework.

For the past eighteen years, Bernice has worked in the housekeeping department at DC
General Hospital. For the passed five years, she has worked the 11PM-7AM shift. Last
November, she enrolled in the Academy’s morning program. Her current routine is to
attend morning classes after finishing her shift at the hospital. A widow who raised three
children (all of whom graduated from high school), she now has the time to focus on her
own education. Her goal is to receive her GED certificate and enroll in nursing school to
become a Licensed Practical Nurse.
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Fall 1997

At

Academy of Hope

Volume Xil Issue |

Reflections on a Place of Hope

By
Marja Hilfiker
Academy of Hope was really' started by
Gayle Boss in the early 1980s. She was in pos-
session of 10 massive Cambridge GED manuals
and a small vinyl sign saying "Academy of
Hope" when she called me in the fall of 1985 to
ask me whether | would like to gl
help her restart the classes.

Gayle felt that her mistake
had been to begin teaching by
herself without the support of
the church community, and
that's why the project had run
out of steam. The second time
would be different.

Consequently, before we
began teaching, Gayle and | to-
gether presented our plan to
the Potter's House Church and
to the New Community Church
and invited other people to join
us. | was surprised that no-
body did, but it did nothing to
deter us. Because there were
two of us, we were considered
a legitimate church mission.

comes only when we care and are
cared for. In this academy all of
us are teachers because all of us
can care for one another. And in
this academy, all of us are stu-
dents since all of us need to be
cared for."

2 Gayle paid the first
month's rent of $50 on a
tiny room in the Ritz, a low-
%4 income apartment building
b2 ; operated by Jubilee Hous-

it ing. We had promptly
identified four women, we
were already friends, with
who were eager to study
for the GED: so without fur-
ther ado, we started teach-
ing English and math three
days a week. The students
helped furnish the class-
room.

One brought in a
blackboard she had pur-
chased at a thrift shop; an-
other contributed a cof-
feepot and curtains made

MARTA HILFIKER

of blue lace. Each student

The original idea was to d .
start a school where different people from differ-
ent backgrounds could share skills with each
other. For instance, if somebody wanted to
learn to sew, we would find a teacher to work
with her, and so on.

However, Gayle said in her original state-
ment that the Academy of Hope would be

"a school in which the main sub-
ject for everyone, teachers and
students alike, is not reading,
writing, or math, but hope. Hope

paid $10 a month, and
whenever we did not have enough for rent, all of
us would bake batches of brownies and cup-
cakes to peddle in the lobby of our building.
Anything with frosting was sure to sell. Our first
book sale was also held in that same lobby but
quickly moved into the Potter's House restau-
rant.

It took eighteen months for us to get to cele-
brate our first GED-graduate, Linda Brown. It
had been quite a learning process with many

Please turn to “Reflections” on Page 3
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Academy of Hope
Stars in Adult Education

Annual Report
Fiscal Year 1998
September 1, 1997 - August 31, 1998




