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I am. writi~ ~ ~c yw UJ host KA~ in Septumber ta ~ci~ ~ Stud.em P\aJ~c 
A.gaindt OW 'Ylaimre. SIUciect, Mmhm af C~. w1 rt~tiwi tram~ Americu 
:Pcdcnmm ofTe&dicra, Nl!iaatl Aaloc:miaa nf S~dcn'C Couuc;.ila. Nitiau.1 S;:b.ool BouJ.s 
A,asocluino. ~aiioJ;&l PTA. md the N&ticmal Auaci:zrion af Secoadary Schoel Primipal• ww io 
J'relent t1- Pl;d~ ta )GU md USC W5 ~Im UJ laLnldi Wir e.!I'urcs to 8•l .milliom cf mora ycn.1.11& 
people lO 1ip the Stud=i Pledge Agajna\. ~ Vinlam:a: thi:s yar. 

~ 11=ar. ovar 2 =if,Wm ycn:mg pr.cpl~ ~cd ii valu11usry plad!~CI ~g ~er to brUJ& a ¥1J!l 
ta achoel ar uai;s 1o ai.m ta uetlc a Wspine. aaa to use thl:ir im1W'~ce io di1ti.:aunge pecri fi'cnn 
:es.a~ng ptt>blcms with ;ams. 

For~ 1~ faur :iCUlt mo lJ.S. SlllWe bs wwmnaualy puac=d a rasahuia.a. far whi~ I've been 
tbc d.m:f 11'omar 4pg wee of those; fa~ yeara. TW 1osomt1oa. ~ cm thr cown:y to obal!l"le 
a Day ct"Natiaml CaDliem alxmL Young l'mpl.a: am! Gun Vaalencc u.d ASk6 tlm ihc ~dem 
i'lcdp be dii~ on that day as i3. maas af wu:lmc;ariAg tbcs GQJla;:Uw pmuar afyomig 
p1aple'1 inllividml dcrisioris ns e11111 p vialeugr:. for cad! Qf\bl: lui "fcNi" yalr5.i yw llAve 
tUfm=d the m:ssa.p oFtbe SeMSB llee~an by iuuiag a PrQlic!=al 'Prnclamalicn. Thi& yW 
T ha'-"t .pm 1\lbmittscl lba RnoNtiim D1aag "-C Scmunr Wamc:r w J 1 other Sm1rnrs llZJd I 
i!Kfee"t ii to pU5 ~loDimowU.y emu rs,pm. It riamas OQo'bar 11, 2000. u this ~ar·s Day ot 
NIJiaml Coal"Pt!l ~Yer.ms People md Oun V10Is::m-.. 

'fhe pwm$1: Del:Ud 'dm dambmio!1 Of I!. ixmm:lDD CQll.trUl gzi ~ ~D. da.J U ihl.t WOUJh tbf:ir' 
awu~ d&ili.am e4 •'"""S. young peaS'le1Ju:mwlvu - nne by QAe and =Ueaivaly by 
m= 1X1illirm1 - QA dnmumr.ally rcduc.e tb&:ir ris~ ct'~ "'iolc=c. Ycl.LUI p~lc iD. partiaalar m 
moro likely to ~ i" 'Che implt:l ~t'mmr ai::tiaa' 11111 Jc:cisian~ if~ sec thmi 8' pan of a 
larSe concencd ~ A eollccU'1C ];ll'Cmlite suaesta pcrwc and 11. ralSl poiemial far &lgiil.fic.sa 
~c. 

It waWd bl ap~ to tm."e m C\'tnt u ~ WbU fiau'-8 dds Yeat ta cc.h:Dra.tc ~ c.ivcr 2 
aMDion yo~ peDp1' wha tock the Pkdge in 199'J a.ad to ~l 01.1t i~ ~ 'DlQ~ yuung penple to 
take me 'Plad;e.. 
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A SepttmbCl' dett -will b~ Uu: man eff'rc~'ic. (t 1~ the at&J:t of a. nc:'\11 &c.hoal year, and it '7.ill ffbg 
gl\'C ach.cols and '"°llJmllnibc:s.timc io ouiLcl tcwards the: ab~vu.u. Teo oft=. young J'eoplc ill"P 

talked ro as if they a.re & problem~ be salved. A White Honl'e evem m SepttDlbcr-.Mll pro\lidl: a 
w:m.daiU.1 opponamy lo ac:kAawl~i:: t!l.am u impoium paum:t5 iJ1 \.h~ usk c:if cr.aa.ti.Dg a £a.fiu' 
r1n1JR. Yow OQCQURgllCAent, in p~, will ilhmra:e to ~b= ibat thoy matter and Wt t.beir 
"oM:c:s ud con:imit;mc:ct.s ~ bcno~ ltt the bighcSt llwel cf Lha g>umry. 

1 em:curage you tQ .hOSt tlU& tmnt u1 Sept.ember to roU out this yeu's Ph~sc &Ni ic c:.dl:b~ui ~ 
~·~:we've ba.d in the ?cl:it· I hC'pe Vre caA fmd ~ i:i aur :11::hcdulca to do lhis impon:ant 
ev=t. 

The Amci~ Pt4cratial:l gf Teacl:im 
The Na.ticnW. AssgQ&tiazi Qf Stcaada.ry !\ch col Pnmoipals 
Th• Nmoul Paraw. -.m! Te"hcrs A5s=lian 
The N:ari.aul Sthool l!cuds A.6&0c:iation 
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A September White House Event 

The even[ will honor the millions of students who have al.ready made a commitment to end gun 
violence and serve as an invitation to the rest of the country's young pe.oplc to join them in that 
commiu:nc:nt. It will be both a celebration and a la\lllch for thill year's October 17 Day of 
Nanonal Concern abo~t Young People and Gun Violence. 

If }'OU agree, the event will include the following: 

• Students weariug t-shirts with the powerful Pledge logo will present you with a large blow. 
up of the Student Pledge (sec \he enclosed). The number 2.026,164 will be painted in large 
figures acroi:as rhe blown-up Pledge to highlight the more than 2,000.000 student& who last 
year ma.de a com,micment to end gun violence. Several students will a:aakc the presentation, 
noting that they are presenting )OLl Utirh a gift to the nation: their own and millions of other 
students' c:cmminnent co be part of the solution i11 reversing gun violence. 

• Your rc:cognition of those students who have t.aken pan in thili national commitment and an 
in"iuuian from )'OU co the :rC¥t cf du; cawury's young people. urging them to lift their voice~ 
together on th.is year's Day of Concern. in commitment to do all they can to end gun 
violence. (You could reaffirm the ccu:nmitmcnt of adults and all the groups represented there 
to continue doing wl chat we can ta make the councry safe from violence, but, at the same 
time, .in via: young people to make it a partnership effon and remind them that they have their 
own powedul, positive role: to play.) 

• Suggested spea.ken lll addition to you: SenatarS Mwr.iy and Warner, studenUi, and 
representatives of the parmer educational association organizations. 

• You will be sum>undcd by dozens - pemaps hundreds - of children and young people 
wearing Pledge t~shins. some key members of the Senate, and leaders of several of the 
counu-y's leading educational organizations. 

Because the success of rhe observance resrs on activities that take place primarily in schools, it 
will be very impon:un to underscore the bi-partisan nature of the observance. Jr will be eq-,,Glly 
im.porta.nl to de.fled q11~1rion1 altour pn conrrol kgis'lalion tvilhin rha.t pturkular conren. H 
the schools 1U1d the supporting educational associations saw the observance tum into a political 
football, the enormous support they ha\'e shown for it would dry up. 

The occasion will provick a \Wonderful opponun.ity to make the point that even in an eleaian 
year. some issues transcend politics and that the safety of rhe country's children is one of those 
issues. Presence of members of the Senate from both parnes would. un~~core that message. 

If gun conttol questions came 11p. you could answer that your commitment to better gun laws is 
unwavering, but that the gun problem, like the drug problem. has both a supply ~idc and a 
demand side. Your legislative proposals address the supply side, but it's also imponam to 
underscore the role of the dcinand side - and it is on lhe demand tiide of the issue chat young 
people's individual and collective decisions cui play such a crucial role. 



August 3. 2000 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

·NSBA 
EueUence and Eq. 

ih Pi.bl ic Erl1ic.aric 
cfaru11gfl School & 

Leadersftip 

On March 30, 2000, the Board of Directors of the National School Boards 
Association unanimously endorsed the Day of National Concern abq~t Young People and 
Owi Violence. A5 an <:>rganization dedicated to bettering the li"'es and-education of our 
children, NSBA believe& the volwmuy srud.cnt pledge is a wonderful approuch since, in 
the final analysis, it is going to be smdents themselves who will be the main force in 
eliminating gun violence. 

NSBA will encourage local school boards across the nation ta participate in the 
October !7, 2000 Day of National Concern. We believe that holding a September pre­
celebration event at the White House would grcady increase the visibility of this wonhy 
effort. To that end. NSBA suppons the proposal from Senator Patty Murray and her 
colleagues and ask you to give it your full consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Anne L. Bryant 
Executive Director -,,-

~: mw 

National School Boards As5ociation 
1080 Duke Street • Alexandria. Virginia 22314-3493 • 17031838-NSBA • FAX. (7031 683-7590 • http·/f\&IWwnsba org 
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The Arn=ricaa Pcck.-r:aricn of Tc:&diers i:s ul\ r.c1ivc c:c~litian pimnci in lhc Day of Nadun-1 
Cnni;;zm Abauc Yo"'ng P&el'lc and Oun Viah)ncc.:. We believe 1ha1 it ii important far tbd AF! to 
&Uptmrt th= c:ffons gf the: i;Qalitton and lu ~1.1ppart our mcmbcn' pa.rti::ipn~on m the: Day uf 
Natf.cna1 Ccsu;em. U\roug" ttusir la.;ll union&. 

Jlo&dy iM;f;~il to gunl 11nd isun vialcnce :arc at sr=at ca1icem 'a the 1cad.cN md ~mhcrz 
of aa.ir urpNzat\C)fl. 'fhal is why D!Jr ~ha.~ c:z11:Q\lfUcd iitu'1i:nt& tel pa.tic\~ ~iDCC fhc 
ftent1s in~cm. And, ii u wny we ~ in. favor nf a Whiu: lww1c; 1;vcnt fP hmiar those 5w.a&na 

who l:A"C: talc~ tll:lrt in the 011.y uC National Concern. s~h Cl1l c\'cnt '1/cula §iv11 IL -cremendr:ni.s 
haOiiL t.a the coalitJon"t e!fons io enc;cx.insc all "Ndcnts to ~ig,n tln; plecge. and panicipale jn this 
yea:' s Diiy of Naucmal Conc:e~. 

We wilt ~?inuc tt> suppon Ule ctton:s nf the c:o.W~cn and. Ul?Cijsh aur la~•l .Uulia~c:i. 
~ccur..i.ge schaol di.su=t:s -::s:a pi:onnllc a.ad panieipaie in UUll unpcn:ant c:ampai.gu. We \llOU1c1 
llfclc:c~ cct encnurage )Ciir partici1u1ricn ir1 a.a e'"Cnt ta I :.wn~n thia year•:; prc~am. 

Sinccrcly, 

~~~·-
Pr=sidi=nc 
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Presidsm William CHnt0n 
WnitaHause 

l:l13) 170·'7• 
(8CQ\ 507,.pTA t~7D2l 
,~(3'12J976-6~15:1 
e•mail. infoGCXA..r:irc 
W.Ub 'lllWVt ~ta..Ol'Q 

,600 Penn5)'lvansa A\lenutt. NW 
Wutiln;\.Qri. DC 205DQ..0001 

Dear Ur_ Prisidanl! 

t202) H&-r;7IO 
t&aa) •·All -fCDS (•2S·B5l7) 
~ r&121 2Bi-i19'1 
e-m.a:I: intQ'9~·"'9 
INeDSdi::: WVMl.p&at.~f'i 

Thank you fer praviding leado~t;I an th& lmpon.ni topic of prciacta\g ~1i1c:tren 
1nd youth frcm g&iin Yiolenc:e. n.. a.s million membor N&ticnal PTA i=1nli Sanator 
Murra1. par.ms, and atudef\ts ln uking VDU to continua this important 'NOrk and 
host the Septamber 2000 l•1.1nch of the Stu~ent Pl..O;a Agail'\$t Gun VK>ltmce 
drive. 

Due to the tnamandous 1m?11c:t on the h&1aJth and well-being uf cnll~ren and 
yeu!h, sun violence ia • senouo public hunn tuua. whi;h require:; 'h• 
enadmant cf vartoua pruvantian maiegtes. Nutignal PTA suppor= iadaral 
legi$latiC1' that f:1"2motu !he \olac: Qf gun sstety Lacks, l'M~ lntemfil gu" sates, 
•ntQrces fac:hN'al illld SU&Xa minimum a;e requirement:& tcsr handg~n purcna&H, 
and esiagfish• ar expands awa:aness programs mat ed1JC:ats parents, children. 
yauth snd ccmmunity members ~bout flraami $11f8ti. 

'Thill eveni will I~ Amertc:a'a yauth know lhat milllct"\s Of ciftmns iiiCTOSS lhe naiion 
care a&xu.Jt'i"l•ir h•afth and well-being. Yc:n~r partictpation i" this event wm 1&ls.o 
-s1gn11I a f.Saral cammitrnant m •f1dll\; sun viaJencm. Thank yau again for making 
an lmpcnant dltferenca in the live= of all cnildnan. We hope that Vo"' will be 
acuve1y niwlved in this year& event. 

SlncareJy, 

Ginny Markell 
Pre11idant 
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PRINCIPALS 

Th~iJQh Ui~ ~:ur:lbvr af violcQt mCldcm:s in schaals cc.1tiJ1u~ to dec~G aQ.tl ciiWraanil'i remain 
one ot \he Af"csr places fer snzdcnts, ihcrc is n~ ~~iyiny thlt ~n V\Olt:c= is :l n:uicu.u.l epidemic 
ttim ncga1ivdy impacal rha: lives of many c:hildren 11'.4 )QUU\ That is wb.~ cvc;i; 2~000,000 ynlJrl~ 
ptigplc b&'Ve sign= th&\ ~de111 Pl•• ~i:inst CJ11n fllolcni:~ We ur= y\li.. lu support Uu!s.a 
commi=cnu by boSl:i:ls a bipsrtiun White ff"1mu: ~\l=i in Rcprc:mbU, to p!JQlicizc tbia year's 
Oc:to'bcr 17 Day fJ.fN1:c;~11111COJlt'am12bu .. 1 Yoi11tt PctJpL~ ""d Gs.;11 Violen~~ ami Lil Launch tl~ 
year's national Pl1tige d:i,,oe. 

By taigmng me l'l,t'1rc. cac~ .s"Nd~t pramisi::s ta ae11sr br1~ ~i £Uti ta s:hool. ig ncvc;- u:se a gun 
to scale a dispu~ - to usi::r :.afluc:ncc: with memil ln on.kr ta ~ep thew Lram using guns tD 

&aftlc ~- I~ thitil. of mi b~ruml for~ youth "'ictencelAaii the sdf•motlwiccl. 
rt::ipozw"ble approJch uO'ered. by thiE aetion. Middle unci hlc:h !!choal students are c:=i.-pccial1y 
1nflu1:nce4 b, friends and =~. a.mi ma Pltdas ~u~~ ani!l rcW!tll'CC$ ca.ch iridividual 
chcicc tc ac. peacdWly wir.A regard to disagr~?Ucnu. 

While Ula Nudg~ A~ of Sc~Eldmy Sc:houl l':".:ici~ls: {NASSP) bas m-ongly supponr;cl 
!"lltlr comme:tMhl.,_ dfotts ta hBl~ encl SL•D. v,i.glcu:c thrrmgh L~;i;lative .m.m.na, we envision ~ 
event as; one !At will not invaJve t.M sc~ uiviaivc i.m1.J gf palitica. A bipWsan. 
eonringr=i of tJ.&. SCDlllm'I alrcs.dy suppom ~ /Jd.y uf Nallo"J'ld C.,111e¥T" wlilCivc. W; hDpc 
IWlllY of them~ attcbd. \he W'cite H~ a.:vont in order ia Slo'lXi a :n:rocg md imiiicd mmsage 
Uiout the Lm?J~ce of :elf.:rnoti.~ =zi-violent o...'11on. It is aw l1op~ iil'll t~ ~cm will 
cn:at• a gr-oun.dswell of lr:.tc:r~ ~~g o~ )'Uw~ people anlumi lb~ narion tn take the 
P1atigr:. 

n°Yow:apws Who lll'C mtiJUidA!c.d ami &:m'fW ;.illriD\ '!:le ilt e&.v; 'th..:)' ~l ~°'C CldUClltic:m l.Ac 
Ual..-mindod d.l:r\Ucm nccrlecl far su~~~." l'bi1 simzmcut c~ppe&n IA On:: ~ASSP achocl 
rdrmn P"'blica:ioc Br1al;ag R411b· ChangiJT8 ma bivica11 l1u1;1111VJ11. We ~lU:vc the Pledgr! 
miqs Ui one step cki.sc:r 11:1 e~ studr=.is' fca.ni, ~ hci-ps l•• ~r=tcz i;n.Q~ cffc:cti.'lc h:amin; 
cri.viznnmcqns far aur children.. r flunk yuu !Or yo~ tiraleaa dIDn:s oa. belml.f of~ natirm'5 
uadc:nl!i asiid ho;ic you agtcc '111.a.t a White Ra~a c-..cnt wauld !Jill .:m a=Icm eKLcmion of yc"IU.r 
work ta md l\Sn violence ; 1i rha Umw.d S'!::a~. 

promoting ex-cellence in .~r.11oa11ec1cltr»hip 
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Studeat Pledge · · 
Against Cua Violence 

- Oaober 17, 2000 -

A. Day ofNu1onaJ Concern i\boui 
Young People ilfld Gun Violence 

_... 9rasrroorJ '1forr_ro .:ncoura9f!youn9 people to ra.lc: 
Q per¥onG1, cicr.ive srciiu:e a9Ginsr gun noleuce 

THE STAR TRIBUNE Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Far more infoanation ilncl dq~l~dable pledges: 

www.pledge.org 
E"'UW1.: mlgrow®microassist.com 
Telephone: (507) 645-5378 
Address: 1 U Nevada Streer 

Northfield. MN 55057 

' ' 
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PLEDGE 
'\,. 

I will never bring a gun to school; 

I v.·ill never use a gun to settle a dispute; 

I w·ill use my influence with my friends to keep them 
from using guns to settle disputes. 

My individual choices and actions, when multiplied 
by those of young people throughout the country, !!ill 
make a difference. Together, by honoring this pledge, 

\\'e can reverse the violence and grow up in safety. 

Crade l..e"l'I: 

Schaal ~amC': 

Srhaal .\ddreou: 

Dale: 
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