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The Prexident

The White Houss

Washiggtea, D.C.

I Waagme svzatn

Dicer Mz, President.

I ap writing ‘o eacourage you W hast ko cvent in September to progats the Student Pladge
Againit Gun Violenze, Student, Members of Cangress, and represcutattves from the Amercas
Federsuan of Teachers, Natinzel Associatian of Stydene Councils, Nations] Schoo! Boards
Associatinn, Nationz! PTA, and the Natiosal Associarian of Secondary School Principals wam 1o
present the Pledge ta you und use this evenr 1o lauach their effurs 1o ger millions of more youag
people 10 sign the Studeny Pledge Againsi Gun Vinlence this year.

Last year, aver 2 million youmg peaple signed 3 valunuyry pledye promiting never o bring a gun

10 s¢hoel or ugs & §uD 16 satlc a dispyie, and 1o use thair influegce to discourage peers fom
resalving prublems with guns.

For the last four years, 1be U.S. Senate has unammously passed 2 resalutian, for which I’ve been
the chief sponsar during three of those four years. This resoistion calls oo the country ™ obsarve
a Day of Natianal Comuern abont Young People and Gun Vialence and asks that the Swdent
Pledge be diswibuted on that day as 2 means of underscoring ths callective power of young
people’s individual derisions 1o and gua vielense., Por cach of 1he last four yuwacs, you have -
teinforeed the message of the Senats Reschunan by issuing & Progidential Proclamadon. This year
T have again submitied the Resotution alang with Senatnr Wamer and 31 other Sengtars und I
expect it ta pass unsnimously anes agais. T names Oczober 17, 2000, 2s this year’s Day of
Nazonal Concern sbout Yenns Peopls and Gun Violenes.

The preonse behiad the digwibution of & commen cantrasy on 3 COMMAN day i3 that yrongh thelr
own lifs-saving decisions and artions, young people themsulves — ane by age and callectively by
e millicns - cap dramaxically reduce their risk of gio violense. Young people in particular yre
mare likely to beliove in the impact of their articms 804 decisians if they sce the as part of a

lasge congerted ef¥fart. A callockive promise suggesta pewer and = resl poremial far significent
change.

Tt would ha appropriats o heve un gvent a1 the White Flousa this year 1o celehrate the Gver 2

millina young peopls who tock the Pledge in 1599 aud 1o call out 10 ¢ved more young people ta
take the Pladge.
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A Seprember date will be wne most effecive. {8 is the srart of o new schoal yess, and it will lso
give schools and communities time to huud towards the abicrvance. Too often young people are
ralked ro a3 if they are 8 problem o be solved. A White House evegs in September will provide a
wapderfil oppormuniry to scknowiedge tham as important paziosrs in the sk of creasing a safer
funure, Your eacquragsment, 1a particular, will illuszraze to them thas they marter angd thay their
voices aad commimeols are honored xt the highest lavel of the counmry.

| encourage you 19 Bast this sveqt in Sepransber to roll out this year's Pledge and 12 cslebryto the
successcs we've hed in tha past. [ hope we can find tmc ia ouwr schodules w do this important

B "

Arachad: Legers from:

The Amesican Fedgration of Teachers

The Navignal Associatian of Secoundary School Pringipals
Thea Nadozal Paraut und Teachers Associstion

The Nanozpal Schoal Boards Asscagtion
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A Scptermnber White House Event

The event will honor the millions of students who have already made a commitment to end gun
violence and serve as an invitalion 1o the rest of the country’s young people 10 join them in thar
commitment. It will be both a celebration and a launch for this year's Ocrober 17 Day of
Nanonal Concern about Young People and Gun Violence.

If you agree, the event will include the fallowing:

Students wearing t-shirts with the powerful Pledge logo will preseat you with a large blow-
up of the Student Pledge (see the enclosed). The number 2,026,164 will be painted in large
figures across the hlown-up Pledge 1o highlight the more than 2,000,000 students who last
year made a commitment to end gun violence. Several students will make the presentation,
noting that they are presenung you with a gift 1o the nation: their own and millions of other
students’ commitment (o be part of the solution in reversing gun violence.

Your recognition of those students who have taken part in this natonal cormmitment and an
invitadon fram you (o the rest of the counwy's young people, urging them to Iift their voices
together on this year's Day of Concern, in commitment to do all they can to end gun
violence. (You could reaffirm the commimment of adults and all the groups represented there
1o continue doing all thar we can to make the counuy safe from violence, but, at the same

time, invite young people ro make it 8 parinership effort and remind thern thar they have their
own pawerful, posjtive role to play.)

Suggesied speakers in addition to you: Senators Murray and Warner, students, and
representarives of the parmer educational association organizatons.

You will be surrounded by dozens — pernaps hundreds — of children and young people
wearing Pledge t-shirns, some key members of the Senate, and leaders of several of the
couniry’s leading educarnional organizations.

Because the success of the ohservance rests on acuvities that take place primarily in schools, it

will be very important 10 underscore the bi-partisan nature of the observance. It will be equally
important to deflect questions about gun conzrol legislation wishin that particular contexs. If
the schools and the supporting educarional associations saw the observance turn into a political
football, the enormous suppart they have shown for it would dry up.

The occasion will provide a wonderful opportunity 1o make the point that even in an election
year, some issues transcend politics and thar the safety of the country's children 1s one of those
1ssucs. Presence of members of the Senare from both parties would underscore that message.

If gun control questions came up, you could answer thal your commitment {o better gun laws is
unwavering, but thar the gun problem, Like the drug problem, has both a supply side and a
demand side. Your legislative proposals address the supply side, but it’s also important to

underscore the role of the demand side — and it is on the dernand side of the issue that young
people’s individual and collective decisions can play such a crucial role.
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August 3, 2000

_ Excellence and Eg.
The President in Public Educaric
The White Hoyse through Scheol Bo
Washingion, DC Leadership

Dear Mr. President:

On March 30, 2000, the Board of Directors of the National School Boards
Associalion unanimously endorsed the Day of Nadonal Concern about Young People and
Gun Violence. As an organizarion dedicated 1o betiering the lives and>education of our
children, NSBA believes the voluntary student pledge is a wonderful approach since, in

the final analysis, it is going 1o be students themselves who will be the main force in
eliminating gun violence.

NSBA will encourage local school boards across the nation 1o participate in the
October 17, 2000 Day of National Concern. We believe that holding a September pre-
celebration event at the White House would greaily increase the visibility of this worthy

effort. To that end, NSBA suppors the proposal from Senator Parry Murray and her
colleagues and ask you 1o give it your full consideration.

Sincerely,

L Lyerr

Anne L. Bryant

Execunve Director _
-

AlB: mw

National Schoel Boards Association
1680 Duke Street » Alexandna, Virginia 22314-3493 = (703) 838-NSBA » FAX. (703) 683-7590 = htip-//Awwwnsba org
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July 31, 2000

The Honerahle Bill Clinwn
President of the United Stet-a
The Whire Hause

1600 Peansyivania Avenue
Washingron, DC 20500

Desr Mr. President:

The American Pederarion of Teachers 13 un getive coslition pannes in (ke Day of Nadonal
Conczra About Young Pesple and Gun Violoace. We believe that it is imporant far tha AFT 1o

support the efforts of the coalition and to Jupport our members’ pasticipanan in the Day of
Nadconal Concem through their local unjona.

Ready acceis 10 guns and gun violcnee are of great cancern (0 ths icaders and members
of our crganization. Thar is why our merebers have cocouragced atudents to participate sjnce the
evers's incoprion. And, it 15 WhY wc are i faver af a8 Whiie $louse svent to hanar those smasnts
who kaove 1aken parr in the Day of Natonal Concem. Such an cvent would give a remendous

hoast ta the coalitron’s sfforts 10 encourage all atudents to sign the pledge and pamicipale jo gus
yea™'s Day of National Concem.

We will continue to suppont the etforts of the coalition and, Ihreagh aur lozal alfilisics,

encouruge school distgicts w proniole and parvicipate v Ly Important campgign. We would
wclcoms and encaALmge your participatien in ar event @ Jaunch this year's pregram.

Sincerely,

mW

andra Deldman
Presidenc

SE/TMILs
opeindafl-cio



addi e ¥ R
R T TR UL ) (U304

e wee e Se

u&.-1s.70C 14:49 = — — —
AUD-1686-00 12! BlR NATIONAL PTA 312 670 98351
[ " Nanonal Headnuans wasnnglon OC Oliics
i % B National PTA Netanel Haadnuanas wasnngion OC Offca

Chicogo, IL 60811.-3580

(312) 870-6782 1202) 280-C780

(800) SOT4PTA (67821 1888) 4-ALL KIS (425-8537)

Pax: (312) 8786783 Fax: (A12) 28-6791
August 14, 2000 Ermail. Mg tanrm E-mal: imMgipw.ang

Wansite www ala.ong Wediils weaw ply. 019
Presidem William Chmon
Whita House
1600 Pannsylvania Avenue, NW
Washingion, BC 20500-0001
Dear Mr. President:
Thank you for previding leadership on the impontant tapic of prolactng children
and youth from agun viclenee. Ths 8 5 million member National PTA joins Sanator

Murray, parets, and students in asking you to continua this impanant work and

host the Sepramhber 2000 lgunch af tha Stuuent Pledga Against Gun Violencs
drive,

Due to the tramsndous impact on the health and weli-being i chlldren and
yauth, gun viclenea is 3 serous public heanh ksue. which requiras the
enactmant of vanous pravention strategles. Nulohal PTA supports tederal
legisiation that promotas the use of gun sataty incks, restricts Internat gun saies,
antarces faderal and stats minimum age requirements 1ar handgun purchases,

and eatabfshas or expands awaraness programs that educats paraents, children,
youih and community mambars about firea:m safety.

This evens will ler America’s yauth inaw thar milllons of citlzens across the naten
care abayt their heakh and weil-being. Yeour paricipation in this event wiit also

slgnal 8 federal comnmitmant I anding gun vialence. Thank you again for making

an impanant difference in the lives &f ail childran. We hope that you will be
actvaly hvolved in this years event,

Bincaraly,
Guamy Mgrtua s

Ginny Marksil
Prasiden

T gouT

waswnngon, BC 205054805
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The Presidene
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Presidene

Though the aumber of violent incidams in schools coatinues o decrease sad classrooms remain
one of the safest places for stadenrs, there 15 no denying that gun violerse is 3 national cpidemic
thxt negatively impaces rhe lives of many children and yauth. Thav is why over 2,000,000 youag
people have signed tha Studear Pleage Against Gun Viclcnvr  We Urge you lu suppart thesa
commtmenss by bosting a bipartisun White Honse event in Seprember, 1o publicize this year's

October 17 Day nf Netivnol Coneern abuwl Young Peuple and Gun Violernce and w launeh tlug
year's national Pledge drive.

By signing the Pledge, cuc3 srudent promises 1o never bring . gun o s=hool, 10 nevey Lse & gun
w semle a dispute, and 1o use wfinence with fiends In order 10 keep thew: ffom using guns
gettls dispures. | wan think ol no beter wol for cuding youth violence than the selfsmotivawxd.
responsible appropch offered by this action. Middle und hugh school students are cspecially
influsnced by Eiends and zollezgucs, and the Pledgs supporrs and reiufurces each individual
choice 1o ac: peacefully with regard to disagreerments.

While Ws National Associanion of Secondary School Princinels (NASSP) has sorengly supported
vour comsnendabls offorts 1o heln end gun vislence tetugh legiclative meuns, we cavision e
event as one that will not invaive the sometimas divigive issus of palitics. A bipunisan
comingent of U.S. Senamrs alreudy supports the Day of Narlanal Coacern inidstave. W hope
many of thern wil] ticud the White House cvent in order to sind 2 sizong 2ad unifiod message
about the importagce of self-motivated, goa-violent astion. It is our hope that the evemt will
;r;eadt; a groundswell of levrres, encouraging otior yuuny people arund the nation in ke e
azgc.

"Younngsices who pre intimidared and fenrful cannol be at ease; they cxanot give education the
single-minded aezntion needed for sukcess.” This smement appears (a the NASSP school
teforqy publicasion Breakixg Ranks- Changing an American lstisutiox, We belicve the Pledge
brings wa one step closer w easing studenrs’ foars, and heips 1o creste mors efective leaming
enviroamems for our children. T thank you fur yeur tireless eflorts o hehalf of the nation’s

sendents and hode you agree that 3 White House evenr would o an exeellent extension of you
wuork 1o end g violenee in the Unired Smtes.

Sincerely.

. L P
Execudve Nircclor

swd .
promoting excellence in schoal leadership

@



Student Pledge
Against Gun Viulence

=~ Octoher 17, 2000 -

A Day of Nauional Concern About
Young People and Gun Vialence
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A grassroors efforr ro ¢Rcourage young people to rake
9 personal, acrive stance against gum violeace

Pledge against gun vmlence began in anesota

Northfield womars idea -
< { has spread nationwide

By Chucik Haga
|s:¢rmbwwm

i

\nohncs was sgrred three
lion smudenus nadanwide it

smxssuawefutmthiscounuy said

ofhdnstn %'\:.humldo' Bnt
pledgcays. L] W SOLDE CONto
insmhlz.

h.gl Redge, which stadenis
will sign, Orx yeaz on Oct. 2], stazes:

*1 wiil never bring a gun 1o schoal. I will
neves use 8 gun 1p serde a dispute. I will use
![:: m.:;dcdls gl

m using 0 pRICs.

My mti‘:\?dual chaices and aCdorus

ot e cortmtey, WHLL mbe  difcrenas

Together, by honoring this pledge, we tan
reverse the violence and grow up in safoty,”
A separate pl:dgu for elameniary s~

* smnTmBUNB'PAﬂﬂM'I

e

-

Anadnnal StudehdgeAgmeun -
Yeazs ago in . RN
Minnesata, and Jast year more than 1 mfl- RS

~Guu violence is ane of Wox caro- .

lnuwmm
o miachg Sm viokancn s g3von fse ©
rational Swaleucss Dro e

dents szaues, 71| see a gun, I won't touch iz,
I'will reenember that any gun | sec mightbe
haded.&mwhnwnpomnnmwhep

Grow sajd that her commiument to re-
duce violence began aftor the 1968

dons of Rpbert Kennedy and the
sz Mamnwmuxingk

"It’s a 6car on our national psyche,” she

Lo 1994, she helped organize a pm]u:: o
collect 38,000 pairs of shoes and rake thern
to display, empry, in Washington, D.C., to

ifhosighe. Whudwhmammn x
deskst™ ~ day.

THE STAR TRIBUNE Minneapolis, Minnesota

drammatize bow many | d:ahs ocour
ad_wuruthﬂmuad s i

-u-zuym;wdunh B way W ogn;
nect ;ld’ 15 the issus.” she said. “We

cammaon contact of il
Nazianal teacher and student associa-:

- onthe

w.,.,s;« S e
you are
nox safe in schoal, thar's vegy uhsetding,.”
Shemaedamﬂaem%dxmdayu
she dropped ber sans off artheir schoal. -
“They looked over at the high school,
udlcnuldxecmymdethcmccdna
with the high schoal in Colorado Tﬁ:
were thinking thar things might look dif -
feum today at the high school, but they
mmd:mselves.'l‘hdtc

ey'nsafer
% lsnmm:rmﬁmzstha:sm—
denumdo she said_ "

feel powerless. They're not oid enough 1
vore. Bur this . . . gives them a voice, and
that'sa pow:rful t.htns,

Far more information and downloadable pledges:

www.pledge.org

E-mail: mlgrow@microassist.com

Telephone: (507) 645-5378

Address: 112 Nevada Streer
Northfield, MN 55057
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I will never bring a gun to school;
[ will never use a gun to settle a dispute;

I will use my influence with my friends to keep them
from using guns to settle disputes.

My individual choices and actions, when multiplied
by those of young people throughout the country, will
make a difference. Together, by honoring this pledge,

we can reverse the violence and grow up in safety.

Studenmt Name:

Grade Level:

School Name:

School Address:

Signature: : Date:
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