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Preventing Reading Difficulties in
Young Children

The book that “could serve as a road map to national standards.”
— The New York Times

“, .. tackles some of the most explosive issues in education.”
— Newsday

... clearly defines the key elements all children need in order to become good
readers.”
— Richard Riley, U.S. Secretary of Education

“The contentious, decades-long debate about how to teach reading is over.”
— The Boston Globe

“A long-awaited report on how to best teach children to read.”
— The Los Angeles Times

With literacy problems plaguing as many as four in ten American children, this important
book draws upon the expertise of psychologists, neurobiologists, and educators to estab-
lish clear recommendations on several prominent education controversies. This book
explores how to prevent reading difficulties in the context of social, historical, cultural,
and biological factors.

Recommendations identify the groups of children at risk, outline effective instruction for
preschool and early grades, and examine approaches to dialects and bilingualism. These
important findings will aid the professional development of teachers and fill in the gaps
that remain in understanding how children learn to read. In a clear narrative, the book
discusses the many levels of implications for parents, teachers, schools, communities, the
media, and the government.

Contrasting the impaired progress of children with reading difficulties with so-called nor-
mal progress, this book examines the factors that put children at risk of poor reading. It
explores in detail how to foster literacy from birth through kindergarten and the primary
grades, including the evaluation of philosophies, systems, and materials commonly used to
teach reading.
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PREVENTING READING DIFFICULTIES IN YOUNG CHILDREN

While most children learn to read fairly well, there remain many young Americans whose futures are imperiled because they do
not read well enough to meet the demands of our competitive, technology-driven society. This book explores the problem within
the context of social, historical, cultural, and biological factors. Recommendations address the identification of groups of
children at risk, effective instruction for the preschool and early grades, effective approaches to dialects and bilingualism, the
importance of these findings for the professional development of teachers, and gaps that remain in our understanding of how
children learn to read. Implications for parents, teachers, schools, communities, the media, and government at all levels are
discussed. The book examines the epidemiology of reading problems and introduces the concepts used by experts in the field.
In a clear and readable narrative, word identification, comprehension, and other processes in normal reading development are
discussed. Against the background of normal progress, Preventing Reading Difficulties in Young Children examines factors
that put children at risk of poor reading. It explores in detail how literacy can be fostered from birth through kindergarten and

the primary grades, including evaluation of philosophies, systems, and materials commonly used to teach reading.
ISBN 0-309-06418-X; 1998, 448 pages, index, 6 x 9, hardbound, $35.95

Use the form on the reverse of this card to order your copies today.
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shipping and handling for the first copy ordered and $0.50 for each Qty. Code Title Price
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FOUR EASY WAYS TO ORDER

By phone: Call toll-free 1-800-624-6242 or (202) 334-3313 or call your favorite bookstore.

By fax: Copy the order card and fax to (202) 334-2451.

By electronic mail: Order via Internet at http://www.nap.eduwbookstore.

By mail: Return this card with your payment to NATIONAL ACADEMY PRESS, 2101 Constitution Avenue, NW, Lockbox 285, Washington, DC 20055.
Quantity Discounts: 5-24 copies, 15%—25-499 copies, 25%. To be eligible for a discount, all copies must be shipped and billed to one address.

All international customers please contact National Academy Press for export prices and ordering information.
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