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About the American Youth Policy Forum 

The Forum is a nonpartisan professional development organization providing learning opportunities for policymakers and practitioners working on youth 
issues at the local, state and national levels. The Forum's goal is to provide participants with information, insights and networks that will help them in their 

work on education, training and transition-to-employment, national and community service and related policies and practices contributing to the development 
of healthy and successful young people, productive workers and participating citizens in a democratic society. 

Forum participants include Congressional aides, officials ofvar;ious federal agencies, policymakers from national non-profit associations and advocacy 
organizations, media journalists and state and local government officials. 

Since 1993, the Forum has conducted an average of 40 events each year for up to 2,000 participants, including lunchtime meetings and out-of-town 
field trips and foreign study missions with a thematic focus. The Forum also publishes, for the benefit of policymakers, practitioners and scholars, a wide 

variety of inexpensive and brief reports and background materials on youth development issues. 

Funding from a consortium of philanthropic foundations allows the Forum to offer a wide range of activities at no cost to federal employees and at a 
subsidy rate to non-profit agencies and associations. Current Forum funders include: Pew Charitable Tmsts, Charles S. Mott Foundation, 

W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Ford Foundation, General Electric Fund and others. 

Funding for this special report was provided by the Walter S. Johnson, Ewing Marion Kauffman, Annie E. Casey and William T. Grant Foundations. The views 
expressed here are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the foundations and their directors, officers or staff. 




