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Charter schools have positive impacts, two reports find 
By Andrea Billups 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

The charter school movement is 
booming nationwide and making 
significant and positive impacts on 
public education, two new reports 
on the movement have found. 

A report released yesterday by 
the White House showed the num­
ber of charter schools nationwide 
increased by 40 percent in the 
1998-1999 school year, with 
250,000 students enrolled at such 
schools in 30 states and the Dis­
trict of Columbia. 

About 53.2 million students at­
tend public schools nationwide. 

"At a time when some educators 
are saying we really can't do much 
better with these kids, the charter 
school movement says: 'Wrong. We 
can do a lot better and we are put­
ting our jobs on the line to say we 
can do better,' " said Joe Nathan, a 
professor at the University of Min-

nesota who helped write the na­
tion's first charter school law, 
passed in 1991 in Minnesota. 

The U.S. Department of Educa­
tion report found that seven out of 
10 charter schools had waiting lists 
for students. Median enrollment at 
charter schools was 137 students, 
compared with 475 students at 
public schools in the same states. 
Eighteen percent of all charter 
schools were public schools that 
converted to charters. 

Charter schools are publicly 
funded and privately run, and are 
intended to promote creative ap­
proaches to teaching children. 

"Neither a Republican nor a 
Democratic idea," they were 
founded at the grass-roots level 
without foundation funding, Mr. 
Nathan said. The schools have en­
joyed remarkable bipartisan sup­
port, a feat that "has astonished 
supporters and stunned oppo­
nents," he added. 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 

"It taps into hope, which is one 
of the central values of the United 
States," said Mr. Nathan, an inner­
city public school teacher and au­
thor of a 1999 book on the charter 
schools. "The charter schools 
movement says if you've got an 
idea about how to do it better, 
here's the chance to try it. 

Gail Hawkins-Bush, principal of 
the Alliance for Progress Charter 
School, one of 24 charter schools 
operating in Philadelphia, says the 
reason they are succeeding is be­
cause they are "customer-friend­
ly." 

"I think that in inner-city com­
munities, the personalized ap­
proach to education is a way to 
combat some of the inequities that 
our children have suffered through 
large class size and all of the injus­
tices society has prevailed on our 
young people," said Mrs. Hawkins­
Bush, whose 208-student school 
has a waiting list. 
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"It's not just economics," she 
says of charter school popularity. 
"It's specialized care." 

A relatively small number of 
new charter schools have failed, 
another report published this 
week by the Center for Education 
Reform (CER) in Washington 
found. 

Through the end of 1999, 39 
charter schools out of more than 
1,700 nationwide had closed their 
doors. Some shut down voluntarily 
and others ceased operation be­
cause of small enrollments, ad­
ministrative or fiscal problems or 
because their charters were re­
voked for mismanagement or mis­
conduct, the CER report said. 

"Far from being an indictment 
of charter schools, these closures 
are evidence of accountability, one 
of the great strengths of the 
charter school movement," said 
CER President Jeanne Allen. "It is 
a quality too often missing at many 

traditional public schools." 
The CER report says charter 

schools faced mainly facility and 
operational hurdles initially, but 
today most are stymied by political 
opposition from teachers unions 
and state and local boards. 

Some states like Virginia have 
passed charter school laws, but be­
cause they limit the charters to 
special-need groups, for example, 
no charter has been approved. 

''About a third of the charter 
laws are actually a cruel joke," Mr. 
Nathan said. Among the states 
having the best laws, he said, are 
Arizona, California, Minnesota, 
New York, Michigan, North Caro­
lina and the District of Columbia, 
which boasts the highest percent­
age of children enrolled in charter 
schools in the nation. 

The CER study also found that 
of the 37 charter school laws na­
tionwide, 26 states did not provide 
any start-up funding, making it dif-

ficult for charter founders to open 
their schools. 

The Clinton administration has 
been a strong proponent of charter 
schools, but the concept has been 
opposed by the nation's teachers 
unions, who charge they will take 
money away from traditional pub­
lic schools. 

Mrs. Allen, the president of the 
CER, said that while traditional 
public schools outnumber charter 
schools by more than 40 to 1, their 
"ripple effect" has driven public 
education reform. 

"Wherever large numbers of 
charters are clustered, traditional 
schools have begun to behave dif­
ferently in order to keep up, and in 
many states their presence is ac­
celerating systemwide school im­
provement," she said. 

President Clinton's 2001 budget 
includes a £30 million increase in 
federal funding for charter 
schools. 





Today President Clinton will release the U.S. Department of Education's Fourth-Year Report on charter 
schools analyzing the growth of charter schools across the country. The report provides data on the number of 
charter schools around the country, their characteristics, and the challenges they are facing. Charter schools are 
public schools founded by parents and teachers, and are open to all. [n exchange for high levels of accountability for 
student achievement, they are given more autonomy and flexibility than traditional public schools in staffing 
decisions, curricula design and other areas. The federal government funds charter school" through the United States 
Department of Education's Public Charter Schools Program. The President's F'r 2001 budget includes a $30 million 
increase in funding for the program, bringing total funding to $175 million annually. Local charter schools use 
federal funding for planning, development, and start-up costs. According to this report and other studies, start-up 
costs are one of the primary barriers to charter schools. 

POPULARITY, SMALLER SCHOOL SIZE, AND DIVERSITY AMONG KEY FINDINGS IN THE 
FOURTH- YEAR REPORT. Among other findings, the report the President will release shows that more than 
250,000 students nationwide are now enrolled in charter schools in 30 states and the District of Columbia. Thirty-six 
states and the District of Columbia have now passed legislation allowing the creation of charter schools. According 
to th is report, seven out of ten charter schools are so popular that they have waiting I ists of students wanting to 
enroll. The report also shows that most charter schools are small schools. In fact, according to the report, the 
median enrollment of all charter schools is 137 students compared to 475 for all public schools in the same states. 
Seven of ten charter schools are newly created schools, while 18 percent are pre-existing public schools that convert 
to charter status and I 0 percent are converted private schools. In addition, according to the report, charter schools 
enroll a slightly higher percentage of students who are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch than other public 
schools in their states and reflect similar racial diversity. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON'S LEADERSHIP KEY TO GROWTH OF CHARTER SCHOOLS 
President Clinton has long been a champion of charter schools; his support dates from when the idea was first 
articulated by Ted Kolderie of the Progressive Policy Institute in 1990. When the President was first elected, there 
was only one public charter school open in the United States. This year, according to the report the President will 
release today, 1,605 charter schools were opened by September 1999. This is more than halfway to the President's 
goal of 3000 charter schools. National leadership and assistance have played a key role in this rapid growth by 
supporting the development of individual charter schools and helping to disseminate effective practices and 
strategies among schools. Thirty-six states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia now have laws on the books 
that enable the creation of charter schools. 

CHARTER SCHOOLS: IMPROVING PUBLIC EDUCATION AND EMPOWERING PARENTS 

• Public charter schools exemplify a standards-based approach to education. Every charter school works 
with a public authority to establish clear performance standards. A charter school that fails to meet the terms of 
its charter is closed down. The Public Charter Schools program, which was reauthorized with the President's 
leadership in 1998, gives priority to states that have strong standards for academic accountability. Charter 
schools receiving funding from the federal government must also be measured by the same state assessments as 
any other public school. 

Public school choice empowers parents and helps build a public school system that meets the individual needs 
of every student. States and school districts around the country are using public charter schools, inter-district 
choice options, and other innovations to offer parents and children high-quality and well-tailored educational 
options. Surveys find high levels of support and satisfaction among parents of public charter school students. A 
recent national survey found that 65 percent of parents rated their child's public charter school as better than their 
former public school (only 6 percent rated them worse). The U.S. Department of Education reports that seven out 
of ten charter schools have a waiting list of students who want to enroll. Charter schools are playing a key role in a 
national strategy that employs public school choice as one component to spurring school improvement. 



President Clinton will release the U.S. Department of Education's Fourth-Year Report on charter schools 
analyzing the growth of charter schools across the country. The report provides data on the number of charter 
schools around the country, their characteristics, and the challenges they are facing. Charter schools are public 
schools founded by parents and teachers, and are open to all. In exchange for high levels of accountability for 
student achievement, they are given more autonomy and flexibility than traditional public schools in staffing 
decisions, curricula design and other areas. The federal government funds charter schools through the United States 
Department of Education's Public Charter Schools Program. Today the President will also announce a $30 million 
increase in funding for the program in his FY 2001 budget request bringing total funding to $175 million annually. 
Local charter schools use federal funding for planning, development, and start-up costs. According to this report 
and other studies, start-up costs are one of the primary barriers to charter schools. 

SMALLER SCHOOL SIZE AND DIVERSITY AMONG KEY FINDINGS IN THE FOURTH-YEAR 
REPORT. Among other findings, the report the President will release shows that more than 250,000 students 
nationwide are now enrolled in charter schools in 30 states and the District of Columbia. The report also shows that 
most charter schools are small schools. In fact, according to the report, the median enrollment of all charter schools 
is 137 students compared to 475 for all public schools in the same states. Seven of ten charter schools are newly 
created schools. while I 8 percent are pre-existing public schools that convert to charter status and I 0 percent are pre­
existing private schools that do the same. In addition, according to the report, charter schools enroll a slightly higher 
percentage of students who are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch than other public schools in their states and 
reflect similar racial diversity. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON'S LEADERSHIP KEY TO GROWTH OF CHARTER SCHOOLS 
President Clinton has long been a champion of charter schools; his support dates from when the idea was first 
articulated by Ted Kolderie of the Progressive Policy Institute in I 990. When the President was first elected, there 
was only one public charter school open in the United States. This year, according to the report the President will 
release today, 1,605 charter schools were opened by September 1999. This is more than halfway to the President's 
goal of 3000 charter schools. National leadership and assistance have played a key role in this rapid growth by 
supporting the development of individual charter schools and helping to disseminate effective practices and 
strategies among schools. Thirty-six states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia now have laws on the books 
that enable the creation of charter schools. 

CHARTER SCHOOLS: IMPROVING PUBLIC EDUCATION AND EMPOWERING PARENTS 

• Public charter schools exemplify a standards-based approach to education. Every charter school works 
with a public authority to establish clear performance standards. A charter school that fails to meet the terms of 
its charter is closed down. The Public Charter Schools program, which was reauthorized with the President's 
leadership in 1998, gives priority to states that have strong standards of academic accountability. Charter 
schools receiving funding from the federal government must also be measured by the same state assessments as 
any other public school. 

Public school choice empowers parents and helps build a public school system that meets the individual needs 
of every student. States and school districts around the country are using public charter schools, inter-district 
choice options, and other innovations to offer parents and children high-quality and well-tailored educational 
options. Surveys find high levels of support and satisfaction among parents of public charter school students. A 
recent national survey found that 65 percent of parents rated their child's public charter school as better than their 
former pub I ic school (only 6 percent rated them worse). The U.S. Department of Education reports that seven out 
of ten charter schools have a waiting list of students who want to enroll. Charter schools are playing a key role in a 
national strategy that employs public school choice as one component to spurring school improvement. 
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President Clinton will release the U.S. Department of Education's Fourth-Year Report on charter schools 
analyzing the growth of charter schools across the country. The report provides data on the number of charter 
schools around the country, their characteristics, and the challenges they are facing. Charter schools are public 
schools founded by parents and teachers, and are open to all. In exchange for high levels of accountability for 
student achievement, they are given more autonomy and flexibility than traditional public schools in staffing 
decisions, curricula design and other areas. The federal government funds charter schools through the United States 
Department of Education's Public Charter Schools Program. Today the President will also announce a $30 million 
increase in funding for the program in his FY 200 I budget request bringing total funding to $175 million annually. 
Tl~i~ i1~•rease eRs1.1res tl:iat the PresideRt's gQal Qf JOOO •l:iar:ter s•RQQIS "'ill be i:i:iet (how an we say that-even 
rhetorically?). Local charter schools use federal funding tl:iis rRQRey for planning, development, and start-up costs; 
Qf Qpening •har:ter s•RQQls. According to this report and other studies, start-up costs are one of the primary barriers 
to charter schools. 

Smaller Ji;:D</ROLLA<IJi;:D<IT, SCHOOL SIZE, AND DIVERSITY AMONG KEY FINDINGS IN THE FOURTH­
YEAR REPORT: Among other findings, the report the President will release shows that more than 250,000 
students nationwide are now enrolled in charter schools in 30 states and the District of Columbia. The report also 
shows that most charter schools are small schools. In fact, according to the report" the median enrollment of all 
charter schools is 137 students compared to 475 for all public schools in the same states. Seven of ten charter 
schools are newly created schools; "'Rile IS per•eRt are pre existiRg p1.1bli• s•RQQIS that •QRller:t tQ •Rarter statws and 
I 0 per•ent are pre existiRg pri>rate s•hQQls tl:iat QQ tl:ie sarRe (this clutters the message on school size and diversity) 
In addition, according to the report, charter schools enroll a slightly higher percentage of students who are eligible 
for free or reduced-price lunch than other public schools in their states and reflectb.u.t ~similar racial diversity. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON'S LEADERSHIP KEY TO GROWTH OF CHARTER SCHOOLS 
President Clinton has long been a champion of charter schools; his support dates from when the idea was first 
articulated by Ted Kolderie of the Progressive Policy Institute (shameless plug) in 1990. When the President first 
took office"'as first ele•ted, there was only one public charter school open in the United States. This year, according 
to the report the President will release today, I "633 charter schools were opened by 4A September ~1999. This is 
more than halfway to the President's goal of 3000 charter schools. National Jiederal leadership and assistance have 
~played a key role in this rapid growth by supporting the development aRd grQ"'tR of individual charter schools 
and helping to disseminate effective practices and strategies among schools. Thirty-six states, Puerto Rico and the 
District of Columbia now have laws on the books that enable the creation of charter schools. 

CHARTER SCHOOLS: IMPROVING PUBLIC EDUCATION AND EMPOWERING PARENTS 

• Public charter schools exemplify a standards-based approach to education. Every charter school works 
with a public authority to establish clear performance standards. A charter school that fails to meet the terms of 
its charter is closed down. The Pub!ic Charter Schools program, which was reauthorized with the President's 
leadership in 1998, gives priority to states that have strong standards of academic accountability. Charter 
schools receiving funding from the federal government must also be measured by the same state assessments as 
any other public school. 

-Public school choice empowers parents and helps build a public school system that meets the individual needs 
of every student. States and school districts around the country are using public charter schools, inter-district 
choice options, and other innovations to offer parents and children high-quality and well-tailored educational 
options. Surveys find high levels of support and satisfaction among parents of public charter school students. A 
recent national survey found that 65 percent of parents rated their child's public charter school as better than 
their former pub I ic school (only 6 percent rated them worse). The U.S. Department of Education reports that 
seven out of ten charter schools have a waiting list of students who want to enroll. Charter schools are playing a 



key role in a national strategy that employs public school choice as one component to spurring school 
improvement. 



John B. Buxton 

12/29/99 12:00:55 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Andy Rotherham/OPD/EOP@EOP 
cc: 
bee: 
Subject: Re: any thoughts :1J 

The only issue I think we should consider with making charters our first "budget announcement" for 
education is that is whether it is enough on message with what we have been saying. Charters are 
definitely the cleanest and safest of what we have. Universal after-school gives the bets punch, but I 
guess the numbers/details aren't clear yet. 

I think that as long as we stress the high expectations/accountability, smaller environments and choice 
pieces of charters, it's still on message. We should make sure we get the speech to connect what it is 
about charter schools that serve as a model of reform. Are we doing a straight leak or is the release of the 
report going to be a departure statement or something? 

About the press paper: I would reorganize to better tell the charter story and connect it to our message. 
The first graf works--although I'd make it more of a summary graf--and then I'd use three headers: 

Reports Finds Charters Creating New, Smaller Environments and Serving All Students. This graf 
would contain info on those points and then bullet out other key findings. I haven't seen the report (can 
you get me a copy), but if it has good data on the demographics of kids going--race, income (in addition to 
free and reduced), etc--we ought to include. 

Charters Are Models for Accountability and Empowering Parents. Combine your last two bulleted 
graphs into one on these issues. 

President's Leadership and Support Key to Charters' Growth across US. Lead with FY01 request for 
increase in funding and then get into history as you've written it. 

Let me know what the plan is .... JB 
Andy Rotherham 

Record Type: 

Andy Rotherham 
12/28/99 05:21:45 PM 

Record 

To: John B. Buxton/OPD/EOP@EOP 

cc: 
Subject: any thoughts 
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~ "Henschel, Gregory" <Gregory_Henschel@ed.gov> 
C_J!I __ .• ~ ~~~~.,,, 12/22/99 04:39:18 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Andy Rotherham/OPD/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: RE: Charter Schools Year Four Report 

Andy: 

I'll get you some copies tomorrow, but 50 will be quite difficult. I won't 
have the document until some time tomorrow, myself. Here is my full contact 
information, although I will be in the office next week. 

Gregory Henschel 
OERI Suite 627 
U.S. Department of Education 
555 New Jersey Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20208-5531 

fax: 202-501-3005 
phone: 202-219-2082 
secretary: 202-219-2207 
home: 703-660-6624 
email: gregory _henschel@ed.gov 

-- Greg 

-----Original Message-----
From: Andy _Rotherham@opd.eop.gov [mailto:Andy _Rotherham@opd.eop.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 22, 1999 4:27 PM 
To: Henschel, Gregory 
Subject: Re: Charter Schools Year Four Report 

Thanks for the update, will you be able to get me 50 copies tomorrow? 
Don't ruin your holiday over it but I need copies by Monday. Also, can you 
give me your home phone number in case I need to reach you next week. 



President Clinton will release the U.S. Department of Education's Fourth-Year Report on charter schools 
analyzing the growth of charter schools across the country. The report provides data on the number of charter 
schools around the country, their characteristics, and the challenges they are facing. Charter schools are public 
schools founded by parents and teachers, and are open to all. In exchange for high levels of accountability for 
student achievement, they are given more autonomy and flexibility than traditional public schools in staffing 
decisions, curricula design and other areas. The federal government funds charter schools through the United States 
Department of Education's Public Charter Schools Program. Today the President will also announce a $30 million 
increase in funding for the program in his FY 2001 budget request bringing total funding to $175 mi II ion annually. 
This increase ensures that the President's goal of 3000 charter schools will be met. Local charter schools use this 
money for planning, development, and start-up costs of opening charter schools. According to this report and other 
studies, sta1t-up costs are one of the primary barriers to charter schools. 

ENROLLMENT, SCHOOL SIZE, AND DIVERSITY AMONG KEY FINDINGS IN THE FOURTH- YEAR 
REPORT Among other findings, the report the President will release shows that more than 250,000 students 
nationwide are now enrolled in charter schools in 30 states and the District of Columbia. The report also shows that 
most charter schools are small schools. In fact, according to the report the median enrollment of all charter schools 
is 137 students compared to 475 for all public schools in the same states. Seven of ten charter schools are newly 
created schools while 18 percent are pre-existing public schools that convert to charter status and 10 percent are pre­
existing private schools that do the same. In addition, according to the report, charter schools enroll a slightly higher 
percentage of students who are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch than other public schools in their states but 
have similar racial diversity. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON'S LEADERSHIP KEY TO GROWTH OF CHARTER SCHOOLS 
President Clinton has long been a champion of charter schools; his support dates from when the idea was first 
articulated by Ted Kolderie of the Progressive Policy Institute in 1990. When the President was first elected, there 
was only one public charter school open in the United States. This year, according to the report the President will 
release today, 1633 charter schools were open in September of 1999. This is more than halfway to the President's 
goal of 3000 charter schools. Federal leadership and assistance has played a key role in this rapid growth by 
supporting the development and growth of individual charter schools and helping to disseminate effective practices 
and strategies among schools. Thirty-six states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia now have laws on the 
books that enable the creation of charter schools. 

CHARTER SCHOOLS: IMPROVING PUBLIC EDUCATION AND EMPOWERING PARENTS 

• Public charter schools exemplify a standards-based approach to education. Every charter school works 
with a public authority to establish clear performance standards. A charter school that fails to meet the terms of 
its charter is closed down. The Pubic Charter Schools program, which was reauthorized with the President's 
leadership in 1998, gives priority to states that have strong standards of academic accountability. Charter 
schools receiving funding from the federal government must also be measured by the same state assessments as 
any other public school. 

• Public school choice empowers parents and helps build a public school system that meets the individual 
needs of every student. States and school districts around the country are using public charter schools, inter­
district choice options, and other innovations to offer parents and children high-quality and well-tailored 
educational options. Surveys find high levels of support and satisfaction among parents of public charter school 
students. A recent national survey found that 65 percent of parents rated their child's public charter school as 
better than their former public school (only 6 percent rated them worse). The U.S. Department of Education 
reports that seven out of ten charter schools have a waiting list of students who want to enroll. 
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Charter Schools Movement Growing 

By AN JETT A McQUEEN AP Education Writer 

WASHING TON -- The number of charter schools 
nationwide grew by 40 percent last school year -­
representing growing interest in public schools created by 
parents and teachers and run with exemptions from most 
state laws and regulations, the Education Department said 
Friday. 

With the increase in the 1998-99 school year, there are 
nearly 1, 700 such schools serving 250,000 children, the 
department's fourth annual charter school report said. 

"We can see that there is a continued need for our support 
of these schools," Education Secretary Richard Riley said 
in releasing the report Friday. "Public charter schools are 
providing parents and students with choice they want and 
deserve." 

Supporters of charter schools, which include President 
Clinton and Republicans alike, say they give parents in 
poor communities a much-needed choice over the 
traditional schools that are failing to help their children. 

The administration, though, favors public school choice 
over conservatives' proposals to use public funds to send 
children to private or parochial schools. Clinton is seeking 
a $30 million increase to a total $175 million for the 
federal program that helps states open more of the public 
charter schools. 

Just eight years ago, when Clinton was first elected, there 
was one such school -- in Minnesota. Today, 1,700 schools 
operate in 27 states and the District of Columbia, with 37 
states and the District have laws supporting their 
establishment. New York, Oklahoma and Oregon passed 
the latest measures last year. 

Nearly 90,000 children were served by 421 newly opened 
charter schools in the last school year, the department 
reported. 

A charter school, created by a group of teachers, 
community members or parents, is free of most state laws 
and regulations but must be approved by a local chartering 
authority. A charter outlines its goals, procedures and 
standards to that authority. Charters that fail to meet them 
are shut down; 27 schools closed under those 

2/11/2000 2:35 PM 
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circumstances last year, the report said. 

Though charters serve less than 1 percent of all public 
schoolchildren, the charter school movement remains 
popular. Seven in 10 schools told department researchers 
they have waiting lists. 

Yet charters have opponents who note that they could 
drain the most motivated students and families from 
traditional public schools -- not to mention the public 
money needed to fix the failing schools in the first place. 

Also, charters schools have run into trouble for serving 
specific populations and about a quarter of them do just 
that, the report said. By virtue of being based in minority 
communities where they have been especially popular or 
opened with specific purposes such as helping troubled 
children, some schools have ended up being 
predominantly black. 

A growing number of parents are challenging decades-old 
desegregation orders to protect their charter schools. 

But the Justice Department has blocked just three of the 
nation's l, 700 charters; roughly 50 more could be affected 
by court-ordered actions to end patterns of racial 
separation in school districts. 

Unlike the schools in Lufkin, Texas; Oktibbeha County, 
Miss.; and Georgetown County, S.C., most charters -­
which are small -- usually don't affect racial patterns, 
Justice Department officials have said. 

AP-NY-02-11-00 1416EST 

Copyright© Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may 
not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 

Home I Top of Page 

2/11/2000 2:35 PM 



Record Type: 

Andy Rotherham 
0210712000 09:59:51 AM 

Record 

To: Stephanie A. Cutter/WHO/EOP@EOP 

cc: Karin Kullman/OPD/EOP@EOP 
Subject: validators 

Here are three who will be on message for us: 

Will Marshall, President, Progressive Policy Institute, 202-547-0001 
Joe Nathan, Director, Center for School Change, (612) 625-3506 
Bryan Hassel, President, Public Impact Consulting (704) 370-0357 

Joe is in MN, Bryan in NC, and Will is here in DC. Bryan and Joe are extensively published on the issue, 
including books, and Will is president of the think-tank where the charter idea was really developed and 
where the President became acquainted with it. 

AR 
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Charter Schools Prolife11·3ting, Study Finds 
District Has Most Rapid Grozutlz; Advocate,s Say Move111ent ls Spurring Refornz 
~r VA1.t:R1 F. STJ1A11ss 
Jr 11.,l11ri!.'11>11 H1:.-r ::St11J/ U 'rilPr 

Presirlenl Clinton will release a 
new study today showing that the 
number of public charter schools 
jumpe<l about 40 percent in the 1998-
W school vear-wilh seven out of 10 
maintaining waiting lists-and that 
they now enroll more than a quarter­
millinn st111lents. 

Tho111{h charkr sdmols still enroll 
a rrlatin·ly small pcrcl'nlage of public 

school students nationwide, the the nonnal bureaucracy of traditional 
movement is b'rowi11j.! in many areas, public school S%tems. Many of them 
most rapidly in tl1e Oistrict, whil'h are desii.ined for a specific mi">.~ion-
had mllre than 4 1wrn·nt of its public for example, helping at-risk urban 
school students enrolle1I in charters. youths or traininl{ sl•1rlenls to enter a 
Arizon:i hail 4 [lf'rn:nl :mrl Colorado~arlieular trade. 
2 percent, il<<'urdi111{ lo the Dcpart When Clinton was first elected in 
menl of EAl11ralin11 report, the most 992. there was a single charter 
detaile<l yet on the charter sch<"•l school in thr nation. 
movement. "I think the charter movement has 

Charter sd1uols arc operated" ith spread farthrr anrl faster than any of 
puhlk !uni ls-and an· tuition lrtT- lhC' people who Y.-ere invnlverl in its 
hut arc pcnni\ kd 1 o 011cra\ e outside ht:gi11ninbrs ever envisionerl," said Joe 

Nathan, diredor of the nonprofit 
Center fur School Change at the Uni­
versity of Minnesota, who helped 
write the nation's fust charter law in 
Miruiesota. 

Charter school advOU1les say they 
are vital lo helping create more 
choice for parents who have grown 
dissatisfied with their traditional 
public school systems. They note that 
charters force trarlitional schools to 
improve lo compt'le fur students. 

Charter opponents say C"harters 

Va. Firm Awarde~ $4.8 Million in Contract Suit 
By ToM JACKMAN 

ll''u,loingt•"' r."r Sruf( If 'riter 

A Vienna engineering company 
has been awarde<l nearly $4.8 mil­
lion in a lawsuit against its fonner 
partner in a g1obal positioning satel­
lite project for the Federal Aviation 
Adminisl rat ion. 

Overlook Systems Technologies, 
which s1x.-cializes in glohal position­
ing technology for government 
agencies, prevailed against D.C.­
basc<l Advanced Management Tech· 
nology Inc. after an 11-<lay jury trial 
in Fairfax County Circuit G:ourl 

After AdvanC"C'd Manai.:ement was 
awanlC'd the $HU million FAA con­
tract in· Scpternher, it secretly re­
ducro Overlonk's role anil tried lo 
recruit its employees. Overlook said. 

Adv;mced Management started 
the legaJ tussle by suing Overlook in 
February 1998, allehring that Over­
look had baC"ke<l out of the project. 
But the jury dccid(~) that Advanccrl 
Management had hreJd1e<l the con­
tract and conspired lo harm Over­
look's reputation. 

On Wednesday, thr jury awarded 
Overlook $1.'17 million in compensa­
tory dam<iges, whid1 would be lri-

pied because the case involvrd a con­
spiracy. The jury also awarded $2.5 
million in punitive rlamages, which 
will be re<luced lo the state cap of 
$350,000. 

Overlook aJlege<l that it had 
agreerl with Advanced Management 
and another company to bid on the 
FAA project, with each doing a third 
of the work. But when the bid was 
submitted, Advanced M~nagcmenl 
reduced Overlook's role from 22 
workers to four without telling the 
company, the suit stated'. 

Advanre<l Managtmenl won the 
contract for $60 million, lost it when 

other bidders protested and then 
won it again, for $80 million, Over­
look said. 

"'The verrlict cannot replace the 
lost opportunities we have suffered 
as a result," Overlook President Mi­
chael L. Sorrentino said, "but we are 
gratified by the jury's decision." 

John R. Erickson, an attorney for 
Advanced Management. said the 
company was disappointed by the 
verdict. "We didn't think it was sup­
ported by the evidence," he said. Ad­
vanced Managrment will file post­
trial motions bdore deciding wheth­
er to appcaJ, he said. 

rlrain the most moli11<1lerl students 
from the trawl ionaJ schools as well as 
neces.~ry public funds needed fur re­
fomi. 

Thirty-seven ~ta1cs plus the Dis­
trict have pas.~d charter laws; New 
York, Oklahoma and Oregon were 
the latest to do so during their 1999 
legislative sessions. However, the da­
b used in the report came from 
schools in 27 states, meaning the 
number of charter schools could be 
even higher. 

During the 1998-99 school year, 
enrollment in charter schools in­
creased in all 27 sU\es, with the num­
ber of schools jumping 421, to a total 
of 1,484 as of September. When mul· 
tip le branchrs of a school opera\ ing 
under the same charter were count-

eel. thl' tntal numher of charter sc:iJo~ 
sites was 1,ti115. Twenlv·scven char­
ter schoob closed during that period. 

The stuolv showed that nation­
wide, nearly 7 out of 10 charter 
srhuols have a sl utlcnt racial or elh· 
nic composition similar to that of 
their surrounding district. Howev~ 
in some sta\es-inrluding Illini.Ji~ 
Ll>uisi;.na, Massachusetts and 1rX' 
a~these schools enroll a much 
higher percl'ntage of students of eol­
or than other public schools. 1 \ 

"This has has been a very sue\. 
ces.-;ful movement." said a While 
Huu-;e source. "There is a Int of goorl 
evidence ..:merging that you see . a 
gootl, positive, competitive dynamic. 
Schools are hecuming more respon· 
,;ive to partn\s." 
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Philadelpl1ia City Cou11cil 
Backs Halt of Execi1tions 
f., \\'1 LLl.UI f:L,\rnOR'<E 

i1 c1d11:::.;,t11n /'11.-;/ St11//'U'r110 

CHICAGO, Fch. JO-On the heels of a 
decision by Illinois Gov. Geor;.re H. Ryan 
(R) lo halt all executions until the fairness 
of capital punishment procedures are 
studied, Philadelphia's City Council today 
aciC1pted a resolution urging the Penn­
sylvania legislature lo enact a similar mor­
atorium on executing death row inmates. 

The council's 12-4 vote makes Philadel­
phia the eighth-and largest-munici­
pality to urge a halt to executions as part 
of an anti-death penalty movement that 
has inspired moratorium legislation in six 
of the 38 stales that have capital punish­
ment. Besides Pennsylvania, death penal­
ty moratoriums are under consideration 
by legislatures in Maryland. Alabama, 
New Jersey, Washington st.ate and Okla­
homa. 

Philadelphia County has sentenced 125 
of the 226 people on death row in Penn-

sylvania, ranking it third in the nu1.iber of 
ronclemnL'd prisoners hehinct Los Angdcs 
County (15ti) and Harris County, 'Jt:x., 
(140), which indudes Houston. 

Tony Banoul, co-director of the Hyatts­
ville-based Quixote Center, said the Phila­
delphia council vote "sends a clear mes­
sage to the state legislature to halt 
executions until it can be determined if 
they are being applied fairly." 

The nonprofit Quixote Center runs a 
Moratorium Now project that Banout 
said has enlisted 700 groups nationally to 
urge a hall to executions, citing race and 
class bias and the risk of executing in­
nocent people. 

Banout noted that the innocence of 
condemned prisoners has been the most 
publicized element of Ryan's decision to 
halt executions in Illinois, where 13 death 
row inmates have been cleared of murder 
charges since capital punishment was re­
instated in 1977, compared to 12 who 
were put lo death. 

"But nationally, innocence is only one 

USDA to Resume Testing 
Meat for Illegal Hormone 
Bx ~L\Ilc K,,uFMAN 

Wu,,hrn0ry,·n r ... ,, StaJI 'J'nta 

The United States will soon resume testing 
meat for the iUej!al hormone DES after Swiss 
health inspe~tors report'XI finding tr;•:es of it 
in imported American beef. 

"l am very concerned about this," Agricul­
ture Secretary Dan Glickman said yesterday 
at a meeting of European and American con­
sumer advocates. "I've asked for an indepen­
dent review and a full report on this issue." 

DES (dirthylsWbestrol) was found in July 
in two of 26 American beef samples tested in 
Switzerland. Once a commonly used growth 
stimulant in animals, the hormone was taken 
off the U.S, market in 1979 as a suspected car­
cinogen. The USDA regularly tested m~at for 
DES until 1991, when the agency concluded it 
was no longer being used and posed no dan­
ger. 

Its reappearance in exported American 
heef could hardly have come at a worse time. 
The European Union has banned all hor­
mone-treated beef as a potential health haz­
ard, but American officials have argued suc­
cessfuliy before the World Trade 
Organization that the ban amounts lo an un­
fair trade barrier. The discovery of a hormone 
banned hy both Europe and the United States 
in exported American beef can only make the 
debate more contentious. 

Switzerland, which is not an EU member, 
imported more than 1,000 tons of American 
lx-ef in 1998. 

USDA Undersecretary for Food Safety 
Catherine Woteki said yeslerrlay that the DES 
testing by the Food Safety and Inspection Ser· 
vice would resume in about a month. She said 
the decision to resume tests was made jointly 
bv the t.;SDA. the Food and Drug Aclministra· 
ti.on and the Environmental Protection Agen· 

cy, and was based on "not only the Swiss find­
ings, but other information that came to us." 

Woteki also said that any possible DES use 
was limited, and that her agency remained un­
certain whether DES was actually even pn~ 
sent in the Swiss s.:mples. Th~ Swiss sent 
their samples to another Dutch lab for confir­
mation, but that firm never reported back­
leaving the "inference" that no DES was 
found, she said. 

The DES issue was brought to public atten­
tion earlier this month by the Center for Sci­
ence in the Public Interest (CSP!), which 
came upon a letter on the subject from Glick­
man to David Byrne, EU commissioner of 
health and consumer protection. Jn that let­
ter. Glickman referred to suspicions that 
D~which can be legally used lo treat 
pets-may be improperly diverted to some 
farm animals. 

Bruce Silverglade, CSPI's legal affairs di­
rector, said he believed the DES discovery 
wi.U contribute tu European uneasine:;s about 
American food exports, "adding insult tooth­
er injuries." He also criticized the USDA for 
responding slowly to the DES report. Glick­
man said yesterday that he, loo, was con­
cerned about how lung it took for the DES is­
sue to reach his desk. 

The FDA has been investigating where and 
when DES may have been used and "has sev­
eral leads about where the illegal activity may 
have occurred," said Linda Tollefson· of the 
agency's Center for Veterinary Medicine. 

The growth hormone issue is further cum­
plie<1ted by reports last year that some Amer­
ican beef exported lo Europe as hormone-free 
contained residues of banned growth hor· 
moncs. That led lo a voluntary suspension of 
Amerie<1n exports, and intense nei.:otiations 
to head off an EU ban on American hormone­
free beef. 

factor. while race Jncl poverty ar1• wry ma­
jor factors," saiJ nannut. I-Jc s;1icl that 
more than two-thirds of Pennsykrnia',; 
Je;ith row in malt's are people of color, and 
more than 90 percent were too poor loaf­
ford their own attorney. 

The Quixote Center said that besides 
Philadelphia. municipalities thal have re­
et'ntiy urged dea,h pen;,Jt:r mora.oriums 
includ,• Charlottesville; Mount Rainier; 
New Haven, Conn.; and Chapd Hill, Dur­
ham, Carrboro and Orange County, all in 

' North Carolina. 

1

1 

Meanwhile, a senior Justice Depart­
ment official said today he has been or­
rlerrd by Attorney General Janel Reno to 
study whether inappropriate racial dis-

parities exist in the federal death penalty 
sv;;rem. 
- Deputy Attorney General Eric H. Hold­

er Jr. said that the study was ordered "out 
of an abundance of caution" and was not 
necessarily based on a belief that a dis­
parity exists in the system. 

"We want to make sure that the system 
is as fair as it can be, and we are always 
looking for ways to improve the system," 
Holder told reporters at the Justice De­
partment. He said the review began sever­
al months ago without an announcement. 

Of the 21 people awaiting execution in 
a federal death row prison in Terre Haute, 
Ind., 14 are black, a ratio that has prumpt­
ed questions about whether the federal 
death penalty unfairly discriminates 
against blacks. 

<roe \\lnsb\1\gton post 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Victoria L. Valentine/WHO/EOP@EOP, tom_lyon@ed.gov@inet 

cc: 
Subject: charter release 

I think we should do some sort of specific strategy to get press in the markets in these states. 
I'd be happy to do a second conference call or something, but being in the top-ten ought to be 
a news hook. 

What do you all think? 

Top 10 - Enrollment 
Charters 

1. California (73,905) 
2. Arizona (32,209) 
3. Michigan (25,294) 
4. Georgia (18, 611) 
5. Texas (18,590) 
6. Colorado (13,911) 
7. Florida (10, 561) 
8. Massachusetts (9, 673) 
9. North Carolina (9,513) 
10. Pennsylvania (5,474) 

Top 10 - Percentages of Public School Students in in Charters 

1. District of Columbia (4.43) 
2. Arizona (4.03) 
3. Colorado (2.0 3) 
4. Alaska (1.63) 
5. Michigan (1.53) 
6. Georgia AND New Mexico (1.43) 
7. California (1.3 3) 
8. Delaware (0.93) 
9. North Carolina (0.83) 
10. Minnesota (0.63) 
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David Thomas 
(202) 401-1579 

CHARTER SCHOOLS GET BOOST FROM FEDERAL START-UP FUNDS 

Nationwide, more than a quarter-million students are attending some I, 700 charter schools and demand 
for these schools remains high with seven in 10 charter schools reporting a waiting list. 

According to the fourth- ear re ort on The National Stud o Charter Schools, produced by the 
department's 0 ice o E ucat10na Researc an Improvement, t e num er of students in charter 
schools increased in 1999 by nearly 90,000, while an additional 421 charter schools opened during the 
same period. 

"Under President Clinton' s leadership, we have provided the federal support needed to meet the goal of 
3000 charter schools by 2002," said U.S. Education Secretary Richard W. Riley. "Public charter schools 
are providing parents and students with the choice they want and deserve." 

According to the report, fewer new charter schools report that lack of start-up funding was a major 
difficulty. And while this problem is still the number one challenge facing charter schools, federal funds 
are making a difference. For those schools that opened in 1999, 39 percent cited start-up funds as a 
problem, down from 59 percent in 1996. 

Thirty-six states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico have legislation permitting charter schools, 
which are public schools freed from some or all state and local regulations, in exchange for achieving 
the goals set out in the charter, including greater accountability for student success. 

Overall, the study found that these schools are being held accountable and that they have the flexibility 
to make independent decisions about educational and management issues. For the most part, they also 
serve a diverse set of students, in relatively small schools, with lower student to teacher ratio and better 
access to computers compared to the average in all public schools. 

The report states that the addition of 421 charter schools in 1999 continues a trend and represents the 
largest yearly increase. 

"We can see that there is a continued need for our support of these schools, which offer innovative 
approaches to effective education of our students," Riley said. "That's why the president's FY 2001 
budget proposes $175 million -- a $30 million increase -- to further support the development of charter 
schools." 

Other findings of the report include: 

• Seven of I 0 charter schools are newly created, with a median enrollment of 128 students; 
• Most charter schools seek an alternative vision of schooling and one-quarter are founded to serve 

special populations of students; 
• The number of students in charter schools increased in the 1998-99 school year by nearly 90,000 

to more than 250,000 students, representing 0.8 percent of all public school students in the 27 
states with open charter schools during the same period; 

• Twenty-seven charter schools closed during the 1998-99 school year. Since the first charter school 
opened in 1992, a total of 59 - nearly 4 percent of all that have ever opened - have closed; 

• More than 9 of I 0 charter schools were monitored for accountability in terms of school finance; 
nearly 9 of I 0 for student achievement and for compliance with regulations; more than 8 of I 0 for 
student attendance; and more than 6 of 10 for instructional practices. 

2111 /2000 I :04 PM 
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The study is the final in a four-year research program designed to document and analyze the charter 
school movement. Future reports will address broad policy issues regarding the charter school 
movement, including its potential effects on America's system of public education and student 
achievement. 

The study was conducted for the Education Department by RPP International of Emeryville, Calif. 
Copies are available by calling 1-877-4ED-PUBS (1-877-433-7827) and online at 
www.uscharterschools.org/. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
RADIO ADDRESS ON CHARTER SCHOOLS 
MARTHA'S VINEY ARD, MASSACHUSETTS 

August 28, 1999 

Good morning. This week, students all over the country are getting ready for the first 
day of school. Like every year, parents will send their children off to school with new 
backpacks and fresh hopes that they will get the world class education they need and deserve. 
Today, I want to talk about our continuing efforts to strengthen and renew our nation's public 
schools - by encouraging more choice, more competition, and more creativity. 

For more than six-and-a-half years, my administration has taken action to raise 
standards, raise expectations, and raise accountability in every public school in America. I 
have proposed a comprehensive plan to strengthen and renew our nation's public schools -
from reducing class size to improving teacher quality ... from modernizing and rebuilding 
thousands of schools to finishing the job of connecting every library and classroom to the 
Internet ... from putting an end to social promotion to expanding afterschool programs. 

This is an education agenda for the 21st Century. But with school enrollments 
reaching record levels around the country, we know we must draw on every resource we 
possess to ensure that all of our children have the chance to reach their highest potential. We 
must do more to promote the creativity, competition, and accountability that can turn around 
failing schools, and make good schools even better. 

That is why I have been encouraging more states to pass charter school laws - and 
promoting the idea of charter schools across the country. Charter schools are innovative 
public schools started by educators, parents, and communities, open to students of every 
background or ability. In return for greater flexibility, charter schools must set and meet the 
highest standards - and they stay open only as long as they do. Just as important, charter 
schools don't divert tax payer dollars from our public school system -- they use those dollars 
to improve all our public schools. 



I am proud of the progress we have made so far. When I was first elected President, 
there was only one charter school in the entire country. This year, there will be more than 
1, 700 -- well on our way to meeting my goal of establishing 3 ,000 charter schools nationwide. 

For an increasing number of families, charter schools are the right choice. In fact, 
there are waiting lists at 7 out of 10 existing charter schools, as more parents realize that more 
innovation and creativity produce results. Let me give you just one example. When Bowling 
Green Elementary School in Sacramento ranked third from the bottom in its district, parents 
and teachers decided to take control. Since becoming a charter school, Bowling Green has 
seen student performance soar - with greater gains in test scores than any school in the 
district. 

The charter school movement is a real grass-roots revolution in education -- and we 
must do everything we can to support it. Today, I am pleased to announce nearly $100 
million in funding for charter schools around the country. These funds will help teachers and 
parents open new charter schools in 32 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. They 
will help existing charter schools hire more well-trained teachers, buy more books, computers, 
and educational software, and ensure that classrooms are safe and accessible for all students. 
Finally, these funds will help charter schools develop accountability systems to measure 
whether they are meeting - or exceeding - state standards. 

Charter schools are living proof of what parents and teachers can do to reinvigorate 
public education. Investing in them means investing in accountability and excellence. But just 
as our children are returning to class, the Republican leadership's risky tax plan would 
undermine these investments and force deep and irresponsible cuts in education and other 
national priorities. As Congress comes back to Washington, let's remind them what the 
creators and students of America's charter schools already know: We are all accountable for 
our children's future. 

Thanks for listening. 
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The White House today will release a new report detailing the growth of charter schools across the country, and will 
announce that the President's FY 200 I budget includes a $30 million increase in charter school funding. Charter 
schools are independent public schools founded by parents and teachers, and open to all students. In exchange for 
high levels of accountability for student achievement, they are given more autonomy and flexibility than traditional 
public schools in staffing, curriculum and other areas. Today's report, produced by the Department of Education, 
reveals that charter schools are growing more widespread each year, and sheds light on the benefits they bring 
through smaller size and diversity. The President's FY 2001 budget includes a $30 million increase for charter 
schools, bringing total funding to $175 million annually. 

NEW REPORT HIGHLIGHTS POPULARITY, SMALLER SCHOOL SIZE, AND DIVERSITY OF 
CHARTER SCHOOLS. Today's report shows that more than 250,000 students nationwide are now enrolled in 
charter schools in 30 states and the District of Columbia. (Thirty-six states and the District of Columbia have now 
passed legislation allowing the creation of charter schools). According to the report, seven out of ten charter schools 
are so popular that they have waiting lists for students. The report also shows that most charter schools are small 
schools. In fact, the median enrollment of all charter schools is 137 students, compared to 475 for all public schools 
in the same states. Seven of ten charter schools are also newly created schools. Eighteen percent are pre-existing 
pub I ic schools that convert to charter status, while I 0 percent are converted private schools. The report also reveals 
that charter schools enroll a slightly higher percentage of students who are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch 
than other public schools in their states and reflect similar racial diversity. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON'S LEADERSHIP KEY TO GROWTH OF CHARTER SCHOOLS. President 
Clinton has long been a champion of charter schools. When the President was first elected, there was only one 
public charter school open in the United States. This year, according to today's report, 1,605 charter schools were in 
operation as of September 1999 - more than halfway to the President's goal of 3,000 charter schools. National 
leadership has played a key role in this rapid growth: federal funds have supported the creation of individual charter 
schools and helped disseminate best practices and strategies among these schools. Today the White House will 
announce that the President's FY 200 I budget includes $175 million for the Education Department's Public Charter 
Schools Program - a $30 million increase over last year's levels. Local charter schools use federal funds for 
planning and development, as well as for start-up costs, which are a major barrier to the creation of such schools. 

CHARTER SCHOOLS: IMPROVING PUBLIC EDUCATION AND EMPOWERING PARENTS. 

• Public charter schools exemplify a standards-based approach to education. Every charter school works 
with a public authority to establish clear performance standards. A charter school that fails to meet the terms of 
its charter is closed down. The Public Charter Schools program, which was reauthorized with the President's 
leadership in 1998, gives priority to states that have strong standards for academic accountability. Charter 
schools receiving federal funding must be measured by the same state assessments as any other public school. 

• Charter schools empower parents through public school choice. States and districts around the country are 
using public charter schools, inter-district choice, and other innovations to offer students high-quality, well­
tailored educational options. Public school choice can spur school improvement, and charter schools are key to 
an effective public school choice strategy. Surveys find high levels of support and satisfaction among parents of 
public charter school students. A recent national survey found that 65 percent of parents rated their child's 
public charter school as better than their former public school (and only 6 percent rated them worse). 
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