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This week -- the international community gathers in The Hague again - to 

talk about perhaps the greatest challenge of the 21st century - how to continue to 

lift up the lives of individuals and families, and the fortunes of nations, during this 

period of extraordinary population growth around our globe. 

When the world began this dialogue in Cairo ~ representatives from almost 

180 nations came together — and made history, by agreeing ~ for the first time ~ 

that the issues of population and development can't be separated, and that 

women's reproductive health and empowerment are critical to a nation's 

sustainability and growth. The world agreed ~ for the first time - that smaller 

families and slower population growth depended not on control or coercion — but 

on choice and opportunity. And the world agreed ~ for the first time — that 

respect for women's rights and personal dignity must be at the heart of our efforts 

to improve the quality of life for all of our citizens. 

No one who was there in Cairo would say the process of developing that 

historic consensus was easy. Yet every nation committed to working toward the 

common goals laid out in the Cairo Programme of Action: that by the year 2015 -

- all governments must ensure universal access to a full range of reproductive 

health care and family planning services; all governments would work to reduce 

dramatically infant, child, and maternal mortality; and all governments would 

provide universal access to education — with a particular emphasis on girls and 

women. 
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PRESIDENT EDUARD SHEVARDNADZE AND 
FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

TO RECEIVE 
NDI DEMOCRACY AWARD 

WASHINGTON, DC, Sept. 8 - The National Democratic Institute for International 

Affairs (NDI) announced that the President of Georgia, Eduard Shevardnadze, and 

America's First Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton, will receive its 1999 W. Averell 

Harriman Democracy Award at a Washington, DC, dinner on September 23. 

In announcing the decision to honor Shevardnadze, NDI cited the progress Georgia has 
made under his leadership in building a stable, independent, democratic nation. "At 
great personal sacrifide and in the face of economic and security challenges, President 
Shevardnadze's commitment to political reform has reshaped his country and has led to 
the emergence of elected leaders and citizens dedicated to democratic values and 
institutions," said ND; Chairman Paul G. Kirk, Jr. 

The Institute is honoring Mrs. Clinton for her efforts internationally to bring attention 
and support to democratic transitions, especially to political participation by women. 
"Through the Vital Voices initiative and her extensive travels, the First Lady has 
inspired women throughout the world to become active in the political process in their 
countries," Kirk said. "Her work has contributed measurably to the global democracy 
movement." 

The 13* Annual Awafd Dinner will be held at 7:30 pm at the Washington Hilton on 
September 23. Established to honor the late diplomat and politician Averell Harriman, 
NDI's award recognizes individuals who exemplify the Institute's commitment to 
human rights and democracy internationally. 

Two former recipient$ ofthe Harriman Award will present this year's Award: U.S. 
Senator Edward Kemiedy (D-Mass.) will confer the Award on Shevardnadze; Dr. 
Monica McWilliams, one of the eight political leaders who negotiated ofthe Good 
Friday peace agreement in Northern Ireland, will present the Award to Mrs. Clinton. 
McWilliams has been deeply involved in the 'Vital Voices: Women in Democracy' 
initiative. 

[more] 

Working to strengthen and expand democracy worldwide 
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Past recipients of the Award have included: President Bill Clinton, the eight political 
party leaders who negotiated the Northern Ireland peace agreement, Burmese 
democratic leader Aung San Suu Kyi, Czech Republic President Vaclav Havel, South 
African President Thabo Mbeki, former Argentine President Raul Alfonsin, U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, former President Jimmy Carter, former Senator 
George Mitchell, fonner Vice President Walter Mondale, and the late Lane Kirkland, 
former president ofthe AFL-CIO. 

The National Democratic Institute for International Affairs is a nonprofit organization 
working to strengthen and expand democracy worldwide; NDI works with democrats 
in every region of the world to build political and civic organizations, safeguard 
elections, and promote citizen participation, openness, and accountability in 
government. 
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H I L L A R Y R 0 D H A W C L I N T O N 

During her trips to more than lO wmihes, 
| First Latly Hlitaiy ftailidrri' C Îlnloii \ m htw 

a povvsrftfi advocate W womc-m rcll-

rneiit, aiirf'lnclialwftdejtio^hdfc-h^tuUrais; 
•Thfi.Firsit buiy hitt.-wuiclfi.*:̂ )im.«i'ylsiiltig 
iftnoti' iijatjA wtofti |i<ŝ )ie Jin. Min^jlna 
figajnst treinendouj pdcts.«? estabUsh plural­
ism and d<-.(rttxi!i»;y. In iio doinjj, xh*! 

Itis fixussdattentJort .on dfimocratlc actMsts who taMy receKe ihe 
Inifflrniitliurnl wippftrt thfy nmd and disairvn. h\ iUi Ijltfe oiThniland, 
In Afghan••.refagfte camps and In AlVlcAn yllfagss, Nin); Clinton has 
brought her ovk-n involyemerit and a sense of hope. She jifls proftiotcd 
friltrtjsirtsili. JIVH niê m Ixi cnwtu nmrkci ac:8vtijy iii 'thi'^itjbis-ipwiL-' 
and has piis]iC(j.ft?r. «C|U«Uty tn. oduĉ tlon for boys and gjrlsi 

"ITKc First Lady has led the MM/ l ^ i ^ /n .2? l ! i i j ^^ • 
.w|ii(:h.: empiiiiviMw woiniin iMrinig]̂ . _publio*jM*tijte.; j ^ tn^ i l j i t t ' ia. 
btlcpiTw full {iArtidpants in the. economic afld polltfcai1 lives: of;'iheir 
i:(xiniTl«*. in A£ii<|i|, Rwiem .Europe, Northwu. Tnjtyijtj [md Latin 
Aonprlffl...^ has î elped unite women fioni diverw la^kgroundil to 
syppprt .and strengthen each other In their efforts *i> solv̂ j common 
|>n)j3lipiti?. Shi; hiis tieacliwl exit to the pooriind !^irjilr;) |̂asd,: Kiviri|{ 
tiVJm e sense of slgnlflcaricc nnd incrcnslrljj the pbcit: (Jf qualified 
WOTft«!t< 'U>' tamftiM'fttr liiiiderahip posiUorw. 

These' friliiiiiirtfoml w îigeinoms liayti '•hMiihii her beliisf; "thai; a 
pjHtori'* 'ptaffta .di^nds- on the progress of v ^ ) ^ ; that: Ihe 
»t̂ nnal;fi.of demtKrriicy rinptinds tm thn IncliMion Of wrtmet̂  t!iAI the 
rlchrass of civJi SOdWV dttponds on liie full ]jartic:i)iH(l;l(Hi of wtinieai."7 

Fo* her eiyprts lnt?roaiionaUy io support, .democrallc transitions, and 
political pajtldpatlon hy women, NDI Js honored to prasem Flrat 
Udy I-II|4y:R<'dh«ttTi Clinton with Its .1991) W. Av ĴLl HurrlrnaiJ 
Democracy ANvar*. 



N D I P R O G R A M S I N G E 0 ft G I A 

NDI has supported political development 
v ('JTOI L-J in Gtoqtia »lji«;n' j992>-hfin It. drgii" 

j f j ' " nlzcd an Internatianal deiegaUOr. to pbsprve 
• ' parUtimontjiry ^ticv^/jrwct^irs Wtist, the 

Institute opehted IU oftlce In Tbilisi ro heip stcenspien ppliricfti p$c-
tte, tirn-ouitiigo iiiizm iwrticlpatlon it) pojiticati aria'gi^rrjtjtwntftl: 
pntcfuum, and build, nn accauiiuibb> wnd i'lBsctlye' ̂ iriiiirnetit, ' 

ParlliiiTientary. elections In'October will nwk the:: end of thf 

with Itsxhivlrihan; iataft' and the leadership of the le^ljlatufo's major 
jM>.l|tit;a! pardij '̂:KpT aiso provided Msiatatiiip 'as t^pBrliBiitent hta. •. 
coiin-onted; kfiy Iciglalatlvi* Issues that provide, (he fp.t^datlon for . 
conli.tiuifct n;fc>mi:v- - ethics, atoms to govemiraint.. {(ki^r^iatlori). 
di^itniilwititon/tiyil-ftrilUary nilatlona find jihas frieedtirp,. fiffoils ; 
to Improve parllarnentary outrccch end occesslWU^ range from » 
pyiu r̂-'j>rbgrBtn of vtsdw for stiKlents to the use of pujjliip coiftiroil:̂  
tee hearings In cities; across tlie country. . .. 

In m civic progi-nnu. NDi assist the 1 nternfitional Society for'Fair 
Blcciitons jthtj pnmwtiKy (15FED), a niitlonwide otgnnlzulttai that. 
haj. enftaged thDiiaaiids of Geoi-giaiu as iionpartisah potlwfltcheifS tb 
protect the Integrltjrof elections. Between polls, ISKfP organizes 
cbrtirouijliy tid.vlsol'.y. isommtltooi throughbiit ilie couViliry to. servo-' 
as lihlts between cltlicns and elected aftldals, NDI hui also v/orked 
cioWly with -tN) wviinUyV rwjor de!Ti'Xra.(i<: piinies, fti hclp iherti 
tJiilld tiieir ocganlzatljam and cbriimiinicfite witli vpterj; IhcreaslriBly, . 
GiKt^iin .<}.x̂ >r.!f ai"! tnivflllng wfth.Nttl' Ki iKisfat hi.thfl doyelnp-
iriqnt cif|..1^lai;u»** iind dvic îxH p̂a'in aLtieir (irtHi^lrig di»noc.m-
clea. litis .shiiring of ideas tsnd experlcnets U central tqi NDIs 
rioniocnitlc dcvelopuxini mUsitm. ^ 

NDI imtjp'̂ nsi lriG.eorglfi hnve'. bech'suppdeted by Oio lŝ S. Agency 
for Intemadonal Developmenl; and National Endp\ymeht for 



i N i"' ••; f R i .:r- = '' ••t;:;' E. 
LAÎ e K^kf-ANP I V dignity, of WwWng pikiplc: . rmuid«rtt)n of 
'.Jf irtoCrticy; This [vim thp plUl(?st>i»h.y of Lntie lOcikliirtî  .tlie. phstdtuit <>r ific 
.VFL-CIO from-19^ ttadi 1995, who died on.Au;ffj3t'.l;4i W & A founds 
of die National lindoWioieiit for Democracy, Kirkfiind WAVa friwid nnd ajjy. 
of N D t li'i 19911« waŝ hpnorcd. along with Czech President Vaclav f Jttvei,: 
with the W, ^Vtiwil Irlirririiiiri Deittacra^y Awaii}. . 

raoijHi;nrb(J.;/iilt'ect..Kl.^!i"'id cairiinatultKi atwjitlw; i^a:i&tramltijjBtt to 
democracy building causes was Visceral: for Kukland.jt Syw'sinipiy flle right 
tlibijj to.do. Ib KirklsyKi, no .toclety cuuld. toi d(!tr'ux;r,(ik if worklrif; nmn nnd 
women were deprived of fclr compcnsadcui, safe working conditions, and a 
voice in sdctê r. lajnq KlfMnnd ittoUfllaid tiWeal $ijj>sirtit'fbc !d«nQch»ttlc labor: 

ir«)vmi:nnt* tn'rt'eiy:[)iirt ()f tiie world. In Poliirul. hejpfot?lded.t)» iHisiiiitlng 
jaipport that biilpw) Solidarity survtvo matthil tew Mid rejirricrge ii* !!; tWJfioswl 
moveiiierit. Lsrie KlrkJiirids isimer VY'JI nmHin <Ui Ii^pU^Hbii; to advoriattw of: 
ihrnoetydy fOf years to crirw. Thrac wisre tta sendmcntt'ejqjrWBfiwi. by iatdm 
of St̂ fidarltyja. uruV^iJUiid mowerdmt In their «?9Y«ng. iitlbiite to. LHrie 
Kirklani "We feci emptiness und ̂ ocrcmv'tlwt'- dtuc b rtilihciit ttifaty but all 
thiittw.diel^mHripMi'lbMHllfowllleiidiipi." '['• ' ' ':• '. • ' !•' 

GAtlWA SfARpyplTpyA Russian democrats, lost a yalfaot: kaidcr on 
NtA-frnbttr :20,.: 1998. when CaJina SKirpvotoWa was iii^xijitfid' in St. 

tnmiy' Ways', Gitlliia Stiift'^^jva was a (K>litic;lan [ f i l :~ - . . . . ,.-, ..,,„.„ 
prorirstcd iignjip^ tf« wipiwjMlon of I'riigLKi Spring iii ! SffijoAftbc !fh*vcbU-'.p*5 
Of t,he'S»>\'.l!H'ii: rtgimt!, she was a fomidHr tif 'tfeinti'riilq i ^ l i i , ^ tot' 
liberal ptutibs in her couJiti-y ai>d a tralnsnjj ground for dmibttadi; acUvhts. 
NDI will nifrieinbisr'GiilbKi Siawciiajva. ŝ a fliffld iirid ptitmr. Td the piio-
ple of Russia, she jymbollasd die hope for a society unchained &'om:fo past. 

NEELAN TlRUrtHfi-VAIî  was Wiled on July 29, 1999 by si sii.kide.bornlx'r. A 
humajt righb( figure txtsî tited tiiiwughout Asia, Tavehelv îrf'hacl' risked death. 
fbr yeart irtpumilt'df a pettletnent of che n̂dfe.betvycen •Srfl^nkn's S;nh,ilr.sc 
majDrUy and tbe Tamlf tttlnority. Tlnidtohw'm; ' i i t tm^ ». I^Wfifl;, 1kKH«<j! b 
{VHiceftii: rrtijitidCin that would pmvide his ptxapic.with.aMlpiinrriy'viirhin k 
uniied Sid Lanka., tfn'tta.(hue SBpintftaw {̂ (fOifed. As An wrnber of jjajdiiirnenr, 
he tad been.« cfltlt of successive 80ve(hinents''foif'th^ft!ili^.-tp.:addft!a 
Tiunll artevfincesi bui he alwKys ptoirustwl rvjgotlatiota iirid fe^i) ptoKtM. 

: Tbuchelvaitt's death deprtves Sri Lanka of a moderate, itabillatog force, , and : 

the pfeopUi jirf As»«, arfl NDT, of a friend aiid-visld»iiiry. . / - j " 
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Reception 
VIP Reception 

Start moving people into the ballroom 

Wollack to the stige. 

Quiet Audience - jWollack 

WELCOMING REMARKS Kenneth D. Wollack 
Wollack opens dihner, recognizes recipients & spouses, foreign ambassadors, 
administration officials, and members of Congress and asks them to stand. 

DINNER 

REMARKS - Chairman Paul G. Kirk 
Kirk delivers remarks and introduces Senator Kennedy 

PRESENTATION OF AWARD TO PRESIDENT SHEVARDNADZE 
BY SENATOR ^CENNEDY 

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT SHEVARDNADZE 

PRESENTATldN OF AWARD TO HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
BY MONICA ^CWILLIAMS 

REMARKS BY MRS. CLINTON 

Wollack introducfes President Clinton 
i 

REMARKS BYlPRESIDENT CLINTON - (Tentative) 

WoUack thanks audience 
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Working to jtrengthen 
and expand 
democracy worldwide NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

The National Dempcratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI) is a nonprofit organization 
working to strengthen and expand democracy worldwide. Calling on a global network of volunteer 
experts, NDI provides practical assistance to civic and political leaders advancing democratic 
values, practices and institutions, NDI works with democrats in every region ofthe world to build 
political and civic organizations, safeguard elections, and promote citizen participation, openness 
and accountability in govemment. 

Democracy depends on legislatures that represent citizens and oversee the executive, independent 
judiciaries that safeguard the rule of law, political parties that are open and accountable, and 
elections in which voters freely choose their representatives in govemment. Acting as a catalyst 
for democratic development, NDI bolsters the institutions and processes that allow democracy to 
flourish. 

Build Political and Civic Organizations. NDI helps build the stable, broad-based and well-
organized institutions that form the foundation of a strong civic culture. Democracy depends on 
these mediating institutions—the voice of an informed citizemy, which link citizens to their 
govemment and to one another by providing avenues for participation in public policy. 

Safeguard Elections: NDI promotes open and democratic elections. Political parties and 
governments have asked NDI to study electoral codes and to recommend improvements. The 
Institute also provides technical assistance for political parties and civic groups to conduct voter 
education campaigns and to organize election monitoring programs. NDI is a world leader in 
election monitoring, having organized international delegations to monitor elections in dozens of 
countries, helping tb ensure that polling results reflect the will ofthe people. 

Promote Openness and Accountability . NDI responds to requests from leaders of govemment, 
parliament, political parties and civic groups seeking advice on matters from legislative procedures 
to constituent service to the balance of civil-military relations in a democracy. NDI works to build 
legislatures and local governments that are professional, accountable, open and responsive to their 
citizens. 

International coopeption is key to promoting democracy effectively and efficiendy. It also conveys 
a deeper message to new and emerging democracies that while autocracies are inherently isolated 
and fearful of the outside world, democracies can count on international allies and an active 
support system. Headquartered in Washington D.C, with field offices in every region of the 
world, NDI complements the skills of its staff by enlisting volunteer experts from around the 
world, many of whom are veterans of democratic struggles in their own countries and share 
valuable perspectives on democratic development. 

_ - » — i 



BevePstnent: National Democratic Institute for International Affairs http://solar.rtd.utk.edu/~ccsi/csusa/orgdevlp/ndiia.htm 

National Democratic Institute for International Affairs 
1717 Massachusetts Ave NW, 5th Floor 
Washington, DC 20036 
Tel: (202) 328-3136 
Fax: (202) 939-3166 
URL: www.ndi.org/ 

Category: Political Training 

Founded: The National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI) was established following 
Congressional authorization of the National Endowment for Democracy, the umbrella organization for 
NDI as well as the International Republican Institute, the Free Trade Union Institute and the Center for 
International Private Enterprise. It is affiliated with the Democratic Party, but its activities are 
non-partisan. 

Financing: Like its counterpart, the International Republican Institute, it receives the majority of its 
funding from the National Endowment for Democracy and USAID. 

General Description/Programs: NDI runs seminars and workshops for political parties and civic 
organizers to help strengthen democratic institutions abroad. Programs are geared towards political 
leaders, civic activists, parliamentarians, officials from all levels of govemment, journalists, 
professionals, academics and students. Trainers are usually professional political or parliamentary 
trainers and civic organizers (special interest group representatives and NGO professionals). 

NDI's program activities include: political party training (techniques for organizing, communication 
with constituencies, etc.); technical assistance for election monitoring; civic education programs; 
legislative training (staffing, research, committee structuring); city management; civil-military relations; 
and voter education. 

NDI trainers work out of one of NDI's regional offices abroad for anywhere from ten days to over one 
year depending on the programs and available commitment. Trainers work with office staff to develop 
presentations and educational materials for workshops. NDI translates these educational packets into the 
indigenous language and makes them available to workshop participants. 

In addition, NDI arranges programs in the U.S. for civic organizers, political party activists and 
parliamentarians. These programs provide on-site experience for activists, elected officials and others in 
the democratic process as practiced in the U.S. 

NDI has organized projects around the world, including Chile, Korea, Nicaragua, Northern Ireland, 
Bangladesh, Cameroon, Paraguay, and in the countries of Eastern Europe and the former USSR. 

Publications/Materials: NDI publishes reports on the development of democratic institutions around 
the world. Recent publications include: "Democracies in Regions of Crisis: Botswana, Costa Rica and 
Israel" and "Towards a New Relationship: The Role of the Military in a Democratic Government." 

For more infonnation about this organization, contact them using the information given above. 

This organizational description was taken from CCSI's publication: 

"CivilSociety- USA: 
A Guide for Citizens ofthe NIS to Select Organizations in the US" 1996. 

The print edition of "Civil Society - USA" is available for $12 from CCSI plus postage and handling. 
More information is available from CCSI's publication page. 
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LENGTH: 1884 words 

HEADLINE: W. AVERELL HARRIMAN DIES 

DEMOCRATS' ELDER STATESMAN SERVED 5 PRESIDENTS 

BYLINE: By Steve Neal, P o l i t i c a l w r i t e r . 

BODY: 

W. A v e r e l l Harriman, the scion of one of America's w e a l t h i e s t f a m i l i e s , 
achieved power and prominence as a trouble-shooter and confidant t o f i v e 
Democratic presidents. 

Mr. Harriman, who died e a r l y Saturday at Birchgrove, h i s home i n Yorktown 
Heights, N.Y., at age 94, l e f t a personal f o r t u n e estimated a t $140 m i l l i o n 
and a r i c h p o l i t i c a l legacy as the elder statesman of the Democratic Party. 

A f a m i l y spokesman, who disclosed e a r l i e r i n the week t h a t Mr. Harriman 
was gravely i l l , s a i d he had been i n f a i l i n g h e a l t h f o r a month and died of 
kidney f a i l u r e complicated by pneumonia. 

The long-jawed New York a r i s t o c r a t , whose p o l i t i c a l career spanned h a l f 
century, was among the most durable and i n f l u e n t i a l diplomats of the 20th 
Century. 

During World War I I , he was F r a n k l i n D. Roosevelt's s p e c i a l envoy t o 
Winston C h u r c h i l l and Josef S t a l i n , and he knew them b e t t e r than any other 
American diplomat. During the Truman a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , Mr. Harriman ran the 
Marshall plan i n Europe. As John F. Kennedy's gray eminence, he negotiated the 
1963 t e s t ban t r e a t y w i t h the Soviet Union. JFK once observed t h a t Mr. 
Harriman, w i t h the possible exception of John Quincy Adams, had held "as many 
important jobs as any man i n our h i s t o r y . " 

President Reagan sai d i n a statement released by the White House 
Saturday, "The death of A v e r e l l Harriman closes a chapter i n d i p l o m a t i c 
h i s t o r y which only someone of h i s t a l e n t and s t a t u r e could have w r i t t e n . " 

Sen. Edward Kennedy (D., Mass.) c a l l e d Mr. Harriman "the Renaissance man 
of American p u b l i c l i f e . I n many respects, we could not have had the 20th 
Century without him. . . . There was no mission President Kennedy would not 
have given him." 

The Soviet news agency Tass noted h i s death i n a r e p o r t t h a t s a i d Mr. 
Harriman " c a l l e d f o r a r r e s t i n g the arms race." 

"He was one of the f i n e s t diplomats t h i s country has had i n the e n t i r e 
postwar pe r i o d , " s a i d former Secretary of State Dean Rusk. "One cannot 
grieve a f t e r a l i f e so long and so nobly l e d . " 

During the Vietnam War, Mr. Harriman p r i v a t e l y argued against U.S. 
m i l i t a r y involvement and l a t e r served as Lyndon B. Johnson's c h i e f n e g o t i a t o r 
at the Paris peace t a l k s . I n the 1970s, Mr. Harriman advised Jimmy Carter on 
U.S. r e l a t i o n s w i t h the Soviet Union and served as a sp e c i a l envoy t o Leonid 
Brezhnev, and lobbied on behalf of the Panama Canal t r e a t y . I n the 1980s, Mr. 
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Harriman b r i e f e d Secretary of State George Shultz on h i s meeting w i t h then-
Soviet leader Y u r i Andropov. 

Mr. Harriman served a term as governor of New York i n the 1950s and twice 
sought the Democratic p r e s i d e n t i a l nomination, l o s i n g both times t o former 

I l l i n o i s Gov. A d l a i Stevenson I I . I n 1958, Mr. Harriman was defeated f o r re­
e l e c t i o n t o governor by Nelson Rockefeller i n what was b i l l e d as "the b a t t l e 
of the m i l l i o n a i r e s . " Mr. Harriman sa i d l a t e r t h a t h i s four years as governor 
were the most f u l f i l l i n g of h i s p u b l i c career and t h a t h i s biggest r e g r e t was 
l o s i n g t o Rockefeller. 

Though charming, t a c t f u l and c o u r t l y i n h i s dealings w i t h world leaders, 
Mr. Harriman was f i r m and outspoken. I n the midst of World War I I , Mr. 
Harriman berated S t a l i n f o r questioning the commitment of the U.S. high 
command t o the grand a l l i a n c e . 

Because of h i s toughness as a n e g o t i a t o r , Mr. Harriman was nicknamed 
"The Crocodile." A longtime f r i e n d , columnist Joseph Alsop, r e c a l l e d t h a t 
"Harriman was l i k e an o l d c r o c o d i l e , quiescent lo o k i n g , even somnolent 
seeming, u n t i l the d i c t a t e s of common sense of the great i n t e r e s t s of the 
United States were attacked, whereupon the great jaws open and another f o o l 
f i n d s t h a t he i s f i g u r a t i v e l y missing a l e g . " 

Mr. Harriman l i k e d the nickname so much t h a t he used i t as h i s code name 
i n c o n f i d e n t i a l d i p l o m a t i c cables, and he c o l l e c t e d s t u f f e d c r o c o d i l e s and 
s i l v e r c r o c o d i l e pins. 

Although Mr. Harriman probably w i l l be remembered f o r h i s d i p l o m a t i c and 
p o l i t i c a l careers, he also was a successful i n d u s t r i a l i s t , a r a i l r o a d , 
s h i p b u i l d i n g and p u b l i s h i n g mogul. 

He was born Nov. 15, 1891, i n New York C i t y . His f a t h e r , E.H. Harriman, 
chairman of the Union P a c i f i c and I l l i n o i s Central r a i l r o a d s , was among the 
r i c h e s t men of h i s era. The younger Harriman i n h e r i t e d h i s f a t h e r ' s f o r t u n e 
even before e n t e r i n g Yale U n i v e r s i t y . 

Mr. Harriman sa i d t h a t h i s l i b e r a l p o l i t i c a l views were i n f l u e n c e d by h i s 
f a t h e r . "He t o l d me t h a t i f people of wealth d i d n ' t share t h e i r wealth, i t 
would be taken from them," he r e c a l l e d . 

Throughout h i s l i f e , Mr. Harriman was stung by Theodore Roosevelt's 
reference t o the elder Harriman as a "malefactor of great wealth," saying 
t h a t i t was u n f a i r "because he had a sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . " 

Although a mediocre student at Yale, the t a l l , broad-shouldered Mr. 
Harriman e x c e l l e d i n a t h l e t i c competition, and became coach of the crew team 
and the f o u r t h - r a n k i n g polo player i n the n a t i o n . 

While s t i l l an undergraduate, Mr. Harriman was named t o the board of 
Union P a c i f i c , and he gained a keen understanding of the r a i l r o a d by serving 
summer apprenticeships as a t r a c k repairman, surveyor and c l e r k . 

A f t e r graduating from Yale i n 1913, Mr. Harriman bought a shipyard and 
manufactured the f i r s t p a r t l y p r e f a b r i c a t e d ships. When the U.S. entered World 
War I , Mr. Harriman decided not t o e n l i s t i n the m i l i t a r y , r a t i o n a l i z i n g t h a t 
he would be more valuable t o the war e f f o r t by b u i l d i n g ships. " I f e l t i n no 
other way could I c o n t r i b u t e h a l f as much t o the urgent needs of the n a t i o n , " 
Mr. Harriman s a i d l a t e r . But he t o l d f r i e n d s he r e g r e t t e d h i s d e c i s i o n . 

At the age of 30, Mr. Harriman and h i s brother organized a New York 
investment banking f i r m t h a t e v e n t u a l l y became Brown Brothers Harriman & Co. 
He became a c t i v e i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l trade, making frequent t r i p s abroad; i n the 
1920s, he became acquainted w i t h such prominent p o l i t i c a l f i g u r e s as 
C h u r c h i l l , Leon Trotsky and Benito Mussolini. 

At 41, Mr. Harriman i n h e r i t e d h i s f a t h e r ' s t i t l e as chairman of the Union 
P a c i f i c , but q u i c k l y demonstrated t h a t he had ideas of h i s own. Among h i s 
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innovations i n the age of A r t Deco were streamlined t r a i n s , d i e s e l locomotives 
and d i n i n g cars. While other r a i l r o a d s were going broke i n the Great 
Depression, Mr. Harriman made huge p r o f i t s f o r the Union P a c i f i c . 

Mr. Harriman showed prescience i n other f i e l d s . With Nelson Rockefeller, 
he developed Sun V a l l e y i n Idaho, one of the nation's most popular s k i 
r e s o r t s . He was an e a r l y i n v e s t o r i n Newsweek magazine and i n the P o l a r o i d 
company. 

Although Mr. Harriman could be generous w i t h h i s w e a l t h - - i n 1983 he 
donated $10 m i l l i o n t o Columbia U n i v e r s i t y f o r Russian studies--he was known 
as something of a tightwad. I n sending a copy of h i s memoirs t o former B r i t i s h 
Prime M i n i s t e r Harold Macmillan, an o l d f r i e n d , Mr. Harriman i n s t r u c t e d h i s 
secretary not t o spend the e x t r a few d o l l a r s f o r a i r m a i l postage. Mr. Harriman 
r o u t i n e l y would ask s t a f f e r s t o recover h a l f empty b o t t l e s of l i q u o r from h i s 
p r i v a t e plane. He seldom c a r r i e d money i n h i s pockets. 

When Mr. Harriman sought a campaign c o n t r i b u t i o n i n 1954 from former New 
York Gov. Herbert Lehman, another m i l l i o n a i r e , h i s associates asked Lehman f o r 
a f i v e - f i g u r e c o n t r i b u t i o n . Lehman promised t o c o n t r i b u t e twice what Mr. 
Harriman had donated t o Lehman's campaigns. A f t e r p u l l i n g out a f i l e , Lehman 
gave Mr. Harriman's aides a check f o r $200. 

As a young man, Mr. Harriman had been a Republican. But he voted f o r New 
York Gov. A l f r e d E. Smith, the 1928 Democratic p r e s i d e n t i a l nominee, over 
Herbert Hoover. I n 1932, Mr. Harriman supported FDR, a boyhood f r i e n d , over 
Hoover, p a r t l y because of disenchantment w i t h Hoover's r e s t r i c t i v e trade 
p o l i c i e s , which, i n Mr. Harriman's view, had exacerbated the Depression. 

But u n t i l the death of h i s p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e s i s t e r , Mary, i n a horse 
r i d i n g accident i n 1934, Mr. Harriman had not been a major p o l i t i c a l p layer. 
Well i n t o h i s 40s, Mr. Harriman had a r e p u t a t i o n as a s o c i a l i t e playboy, a 
leading member of New York's cafe s o c i e t y . 

Mr. Harriman's chance meeting w i t h Harry Hopkins on a t r a i n l e d him t o 
FDR's White House and a b r i e f appointment as c h i e f of the National Recovery 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n before the Supreme Court declared i t u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . Mr. 
Harriman then returned t o Union P a c i f i c , but r e t a i n e d h i s t i e s w i t h Roosevelt 
and Hopkins. At a time when i s o l a t i o n i s m was s t i l l popular, Mr. Harriman was 
among the f i r s t prominent Americans t o warn about the t h r e a t of Nazi Germany. 

I n 1941, Roosevelt named Mr. Harriman as c h i e f of Lend-Lease Aid t o 
B r i t a i n and the Soviet Union. As a pioneer of s h u t t l e diplomacy, Mr. Harriman 
became p a r t i a l l y deaf by t a k i n g more than 30 wartime f l i g h t s across the 
A t l a n t i c i n unpressurized planes. He was a key p a r t i c i p a n t at each wartime 
summit meeting i n Quebec, Moscow, Tehran, Yal t a , Cairo, and Potsdam. From 1943 
to 1946, Mr. Harriman was U.S. ambassador t o the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Harriman sa i d t h a t h i s most s a t i s f y i n g wartime accomplishment was 
r e j e c t i n g S t a l i n ' s demand f o r a Soviet occupation zone i n Japan, a move he 
made without c o n s u l t i n g h i s superiors i n Washington. He served as Truman's 
secretary of commerce, was an a r c h i t e c t and c h i e f a d m i n i s t r a t o r of the 
Marshall Plan and among the founding f a t h e r s of the North A t l a n t i c Treaty 
Organization. 

As New York governor, Mr. Harriman es t a b l i s h e d the f i r s t consumer 
p r o t e c t i o n agency i n the n a t i o n , launched a "War on Poverty" t h a t became the 
prototype f o r Lyndon Johnson's Great Society programs a decade l a t e r , 
e s t ablished landmark programs i n p u b l i c housing and strengthened the sta t e ' s 
c i v i l - r i g h t s laws. Although a good a d m i n i s t r a t o r , Mr. Harriman was an in e p t 
campaigner, and Rockefeller trounced him i n 1958. 

A f t e r Kennedy's e l e c t i o n , Mr. Harriman was passed over f o r a Cabinet 
s l o t , but was named as ambassador at l a r g e , a s s i s t a n t secretary of s t a t e and 
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undersecretary of s t a t e f o r p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s . He negotiated the 
n e u t r a l i z a t i o n of Laos i n the Geneva peace t a l k s and the 1963 nuclear t e s t ban 
t r e a t y . 

Although Mr. Harriman had been an advocate of a hard l i n e against the 
Soviets i n the e a r l y postwar era, he became a leading spokesman f o r detente i n 
the 1970s. 

U n t i l the end of h i s l i f e , Mr. Harriman was a l e r t and a c t i v e . As r e c e n t l y 
as l a s t month, he s t i l l swam d a i l y . He skied and played tennis i n t o h i s 80s. 

Survivors include h i s w i f e , the former Pamela Digby C h u r c h i l l , former 
daughter-in-law of Winston C h u r c h i l l ; h i s daughters from h i s f i r s t marriage, 
Mary Fisk and Kathleen Mortimer; and s i x grandchildren and s i x great­
grandchildren. His f i r s t marriage t o K i t t y Lawrence Lanier ended i n divorce i n 
1928 a f t e r 12 years of marriage. His second w i f e , Marie Norton Whitney, whom 
he married i n 1930, died i n 1971. 

Funeral services w i l l be held Tuesday at St. Thomas Church i n New York 
C i t y . B u r i a l w i l l be p r i v a t e a t h i s f a m i l y estate i n Harriman, N.Y. 

A memorial service w i l l be held Sept. 16 at the National Cathedral i n 
Washington, where the Harrimans also maintained a residence. 

GRAPHIC: PHOTOS 5 
PHOTO: W. A v e r e l l Harriman. (Photo published i n National e d i t i o n . ) 

PHOTO: A v e r e l l Harriman (center) meets w i t h B r i t i s h Prime M i n i s t e r 
Winston C h u r c h i l l ( l e f t ) and Soviet leader Josef S t a l i n i n 1942. 
Harriman served as spe c i a l envoy t o the two leaders during World War 
I I . UPI photo. 

PHOTO: Harriman and h i s w i f e , the former Pamela Bigby C h u r c h i l l , 
a r r i v e a t a dinner honoring h i s 90th b i r t h d a y i n 1981. UPI photo. 

PHOTO: President-elect Nixon meets w i t h Harriman i n 1968. AP 
Laserphoto. 

PHOTO: Harriman takes a break from diplomacy t o s k i at Sun Valle y , 
Idaho, i n 1942. AP Laserphoto. 
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W. A v e r e l l Harriman, the durable Democrat who was Governor of New York from 
1955 t o 1959 and served f o u r Presidents i n key diplom a t i c r o l e s , died e a r l y 
yesterday at Birchgrove, h i s home i n Yorktown Heights, N.Y. He was 94 years o l d . 
Mr. Harriman, who had been i n f a i l i n g h e a l t h f o r about a month, died of kidney 
f a i l u r e complicated by pneumonia, according t o a f a m i l y spokesman, Robert M. 
Shrum, Mr. Harriman, a p a t r i c i a n h e i r t o a r a i l r o a d f o r t u n e , f i r s t went t o the 
Soviet Union as a businessman i n 1926, and i n subsequent decades he played a 
major p a r t i n the development of Soviet-American r e l a t i o n s . As Ambassador i n 
Moscow during World War I I , he had a rough-and-tumble r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h S t a l i n , 
going on t o c a r r y out c r u c i a l n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h Communist governments i n l a t e r 
years. 

He served also as Secretary of Commerce i n the Truman A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and held 
a v a r i e t y of important p o s i t i o n s i n business and finance. 

P e r s i s t e n t on Way t o Success 

Patience, persistence, resourcefulness, a grasp of d e t a i l and a shrewd sense 
of how t o get things done were among the q u a l i t i e s t h a t helped Mr. Harriman win 
his high government appointments i n the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s of fou r Democratic 
Presidents - Roosevelt, Truman, Johnson and Kennedy -and t o get h i s work done, 
decade a f t e r decade, w i t h a s t r i k i n g degree of success. 

He also b e n e f i t e d from much hard work and, notably as Ambassador i n Moscow, 
from an independent-mindedness t h a t was nourished by the awareness t h a t he d i d 
not need h i s s a l a r y . 

As he put i t : ''Fortunately, I'm not dependent on my jo b t o eat and, 
th e r e f o r e , have a c e r t a i n independence. That i s a great advantage.'' And there 
was h i s sheer gusto: Neither age nor s h i f t i n g p o l i t i c a l winds could w i t h e r the 
enthusiasm of W i l l i a m A v e r e l l Harriman f o r a f f a i r s of s t a t e . His lanky, somewhat 
stooped f i g u r e was present i n the highest c o u n c i l s of the n a t i o n and the world 
f o r fdur decades, so long t h a t t o many Americans he was the country's 
superdiplomat. 

American P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y 

I t was i n the l a t e r years of h i s l i f e , when he had already d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
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himself i n business, diplomacy and p o l i t i c s , t h a t he blossomed as the American 
p l e n i p o t e n t i a r y supreme. By the time most of h i s contemporaries of World War I I 
diplomacy had died or r e t i r e d , he was j u s t beginning t o amaze h i s countrymen 
w i t h h i s d u r a b i l i t y and seemingly i n e x h a u s t i b l e v i t a l i t y . 

Mr. Harriman was 70 years o l d when he negotiated Geneva accords on a c i v i l 
war i n Laos; 72 when he l e d the American team t h a t negotiated the 1963 Moscow 
t r e a t y banning above-ground nuclear t e s t s , and 76 when he went t o Paris t o s t a r t 
the n e g o t i a t i o n s t o end the Vietnam War. To h i s chagrin, the e l e c t i o n i n 1968 of 
a Republican, Richard M. Nixon, compelled him t o t u r n t h a t task over t o other 
hands. 

A l l t h i s came i n the 1960's, w i t h Presidents Kennedy and Johnson. But he had 
already had a long p e r i o d of d i p l o m a t i c work under Presidents Roosevelt and 
Truman. 

' ' I n the l a s t 10 y e a r s , 1 1 Mr. Harriman sa i d i n 1952, ' ' I guess I've seen most 
of the important p o l i t i c a l characters -Benes, de Gaulle, Chiang, Adenauer, de 
Gasperi and the r e s t . I've seen S t a l i n more than any other f o r e i g n e r has, you 
know. Some name d i d come up the other day - someone I'd never met. I've 
f o r g o t t e n who i t was, f o r the i n s t a n t . Oh, yes. Nehru.'' Later he also met 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the Indian leader. 

Among other t h i n g s , he had been i n those years Roosevelt's lend-lease c h i e f 
i n B r i t a i n as w e l l as the United States Ambassador t o the Soviet Union, from 
1943 t o 1946, and t o B r i t a i n , l a t e r i n 1946, and Truman's adviser on postwar 
f o r e i g n p o l i c y and coordinator of the Marshall Plan recovery e f f o r t i n Europe. 

I n the Democratic P r e s i d e n t i a l h i a t u s of the Eisenhower years, Mr. Harriman 
t r i e d h i s hand at p o l i t i c s . His P r e s i d e n t i a l a s p i r a t i o n s were snuffed out at two 
Democratic Party conventions, but he managed t o win e l e c t i o n , by a t h i n margin, 
to h i s term as Governor of New York. 

While he was Governor, and known t o some as ''Honest Ave,'' he f o l l o w e d 
f a i t h f u l l y i n the l i b e r a l footsteps of h i s great predecessors i n t h a t o f f i c e but 
l e f t an impression of plodding colorlessness. 

And yet, much e a r l i e r , i n the years a f t e r World War I , he had won a 
r e p u t a t i o n as a shrewd, d r i v i n g shipping magnate and a vigorous Wall Street 
f i n a n c i e r . He had gone on t o be the chairman of the board of the Union P a c i f i c 
Railroad, from 1932 t o 1942, before serving as an i n n o v a t i v e , though unimposing, 
Secretary of Commerce from 1946 t o 1948. The Look Of a Leader There was no lack 
of the p h y s i c a l a t t r i b u t e s f o r p o l i t i c a l p o p u l a r i t y or boardroom leadership. He 
was a s l i m and handsome 6 f e e t 1, w i t h deeply i n t e n t brown eyes, a square jaw 
and a demeanor of seriousness t h a t made h i s sudden broad smile a l l the more 
disarming. 

His s t y l e was not of the outgoing warmth g e n e r a l l y associated w i t h the 
successful p o l i t i c i a n , but i t f i t t e d the successful n e g o t i a t o r p e r f e c t l y . F i r s t 
there were h i s almost legendary patience and tenacious perseverance. 

Persistence i s the key,'' he once said. One o f f i c i a l described how t h a t 
a p p l i e d during the test-ban n e g o t i a t i o n s i n 1963: ''He j u s t keeps on t a l k i n g i n 
t h a t low monotone.'' 

LEXIS-NEXIS' W i LEXIS-NEXIS' f p LEXIS-NEXIS' 
g J ^ A mcmhcr .if The Rccd F.lsevicr plc gmup " G 1 . A ™nibcr ..f ihe Rccd Klsevicr plc gmup 6 L A m : m h " " f , h ' • R c ' : d ^>evicr plc group 



Page 19 
The New York Times, July 27, 1986 FOCUS 

Then there was a c r a f t y i n s t i n c t f o r dealing w i t h those at the source of 
power. associate described the t a l e n t harshly: ''Averell's a power snob. 1 1 

Another put i t more generously: ''He wants t o know the r i g h t people a l l the 
time, not the ' r i g h t people' s o c i a l l y but the ' r i g h t people' t o get things 

done. 
He t h i n k s i f you s i t down and t a l k t hings over se n s i b l y you can work out almost 
anything.'' 

There was also a p a i n s t a k i n g mastery of the issues. Mr. Harriman awed h i s 
associates w i t h h i s grasp of d e t a i l - a grasp as f i r m on the other side's p o i n t 
of view as on the American. 

There were a no-nonsense, bu s i n e s s l i k e a t t i t u d e , candor, even bluntness when 
c a l l e d f o r , and an uncanny a b i l i t y t o maintain the personal respect even of 
those w i t h whom he d i f f e r e d . A member of Congress once sai d of him: ''Averell's 
nonprovocative. You j u s t never get mad at him.'' S t a l i n , who argued v i g o r o u s l y 
w i t h Mr. Harriman as Soviet-American r e l a t i o n s d e t e r i o r a t e d a t the close of the 
war, expressed h i s respect w i t h the g i f t of a white s t a l l i o n t h a t the Ambassador 
had admired i n a Soviet m i l i t a r y f i l m . 

F i n a l l y , Mr. Harriman had a r e s o l u t e grasp of the p r i n c i p l e s of p o l i c y and an 
unswerving and r a t h e r grand n o t i o n of America's r o l e i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
firmament. ''We must have our hand out i n f r i e n d s h i p but our guard up,'' he 
would say, meaning t h a t i n p r a c t i c e the n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t l a y i n reaching 
accommodation, wherever possible, w i t h a Soviet Union whose postwar 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l motives he d i s t r u s t e d . 

On the personal l e v e l , Mr. Harriman had few of the conventional a t t r i b u t e s of 
the diplomat. He was i n d i f f e r e n t t o clothe s , bored by p u r e l y s o c i a l gatherings 
t o the p o i n t of occasional rudeness and sometimes absent-minded on personal 
matters. He was f l u e n t i n no f o r e i g n language, not even French, the language of 
diplomacy. ''My French i s e x c e l l e n t , except f o r the verbs,'' he once remarked, 
and i t was sa i d t h a t t h i s was about as close t o making a joke as he ever came. 

This ' ' l a s t t a l l timber of the New Deal,'' as Theodore H. White c a l l e d him, 
was born i n New York on Nov. 15, 1891, i n t o one of America's w e a l t h i e s t 
f a m i l i e s . He was one of s i x c h i l d r e n of the r a i l r o a d baron E. H. Harriman, who 
began as a $5-a-week o f f i c e boy, rose t o head the Union P a c i f i c R a i l road and 
l e f t a f o r t u n e estimated at $70 m i l l i o n t o $100 m i l l i o n . His mother was Mary 
Williamson A v e r e l l , a banker's daughter. The f a m i l y l i v e d i n Arden House, a 
40-bedroom Renaissance-style chateau on 20,000 acres overlooking the Hudson 
River between Tuxedo Park and West Point. 

His strong-minded f a t h e r impressed on him the v i r t u e s of a healthy body, 
strong nerves, an a b i l i t y t o mix w i t h others and p u b l i c s e r v i c e . ''Great wealth 
i s an o b l i g a t i o n , ' ' h i s f a t h e r declared. ''Whatever you have t o do w i t h , you 
should t r y t o improve i t . ' ' 

This view emerged l a t e r from the mouth of the son: ' ' I t i s as i n d e f e n s i b l e 
f o r a man who has c a p i t a l not t o apply himself t o using i t i n a way t h a t w i l l be 
of most b e n e f i t f o r the country as i t i s f o r a laborer t o refuse t o work. I t i s 
the duty of everyone, r i c h or poor, t o work. I love work - I cannot see how 
anyone can p r e f e r t o remain i d l e . ' ' 
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At Groton and Yale, young Harriman received C s but d i s t i n g u i s h e d himself 
a t h l e t i c a l l y . As a rower at Yale, he was made coach of the freshman crew and 
then of the v a r s i t y . Polo, bowling, handball, badminton, pool, s k i i n g and 
croquet were passions a t various times. At one time he was the fourth-ranked 
polo player i n the country. 

He taught himself s k i i n g i n middle age and became so p r o f i c i e n t t h a t when 
Soviet s e c u r i t y agents were shadowing him while he was Ambassador i n the 1940's, 
a champion s k i e r had t o be assigned t o him when he went out on the slopes. And 
the croquet games a t the Harriman home i n Sands Point, L . I . , became widely 
celebrated. 

While he was a senior at Yale, Mr. Harriman was elected t o the board of 
d i r e c t o r s of Union P a c i f i c . He went t o work f o r the r a i l r o a d as a trackwalker 
a f t e r graduation from Yale i n 1913 and became a v i c e president a year l a t e r . But 
he was r e s t l e s s under the shadow of h i s f a t h e r ' s r e p u t a t i o n , so he bought a 
rundown shipyard i n Chester, Pa., i n 1917 and q u i t the r a i l r o a d t o run i t . 

A f t e r World War I h i s company took over the f a c i l i t i e s and prewar trade 
routes of the Hamburg-American Line i n a deal t h a t was c a l l e d the biggest i n the 
h i s t o r y of American shipping. By the age of 29, Mr. Harriman was one of the most 
powerful f i g u r e s i n American shipping - shy, astute and hard-working, shipping 
w r i t e r s c a l l e d him - and he had dreams of e s t a b l i s h i n g an i n t e r n a t i o n a l maritime 
empire. 

He was also a c t i v e on Wall S t r e e t , forming the investment house of W. A. 
Harriman & Company i n 1919 and, w i t h h i s brother, E. Roland Harriman, the 
p r i v a t e bank of Harriman Brothers & Company a year l a t e r . Later these merged 
w i t h Brown Brothers t o become Brown Brothers Harriman & Company, i n which he was 
a general p a r t n e r before becoming a l i m i t e d partner when he went i n t o government 
service f u l l time. 

His investment ventures of the 1920's had a strong i n t e r n a t i o n a l tone. One 
t h a t a r r e s t e d the a t t e n t i o n of Wall Street was a deal w i t h the young Bolshevik 
Government i n the Soviet Union g i v i n g the Harriman i n t e r e s t s a 2 0-year 
concession t o e x p l o i t a manganese mine i n the Caucasus. 

Two years l a t e r , i n 1926, he v i s i t e d the Soviet Union and had a four-hour 
audience w i t h Trotsky, whom he found b r i s k , b u s i n e s s l i k e and p e n e t r a t i n g . But he 
also found the Soviet Union t o be no place f o r f o r e i g n investment. Convinced 
t h a t the xenophobic S t a l i n would win out i n the power s t r u g g l e t o come, he 
recommended withdrawal from the Soviet venture, and a settlement was negotiated. 
''We got our money out w i t h a small p r o f i t , ' ' he said. 

His grandiose shipping a s p i r a t i o n s g r a d u a l l y expired, and i n 1926 he s o l d h i s 
ships. Six years l a t e r he was a r a i l r o a d man again w i t h h i s e l e c t i o n as chairman 
of the board of Union P a c i f i c . 

U n t i l 1928 Mr. Harriman was a f a i t h f u l Republican, but t h a t year brought a 
change. There have been various explanations of h i s t u r n t o the Democrats. Some 
said he g r e a t l y admired A l f r e d E. Smith, the New York Governor who ran f o r 
President t h a t year. 

Others have pointed t o Mr. Harriman's s i s t e r Mary, an i n t e l l e c t u a l who was 

LEXIS-NEXIS | p LEXIS-NEXIS LEXIS-NEXIS* 
- ^ J ^ A member of the Reed Klscvier plc gmup " 6 < ^ A mcmhcr of' ihe Rccd Klscvier plc group 6 < _ A member of the Rccd Klsevicr plc group 



Page 21 
The New York Times, July 27, 1986 FOCUS 

the w i f e of the s c u l p t o r Charles Gary Rumsey and a close f r i e n d of Frances 
Perkins, Secretary of Labor i n the Roosevelt A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . The theory was t h a t 
Mrs. Rumsey had something t o do w i t h arousing her brother's s o c i a l conscience 
and r e d i r e c t i n g h i s p o l i t i c a l a l l e g i a n c e . 

Years l a t e r he himself gave several reasons f o r h i s s h i f t . He objected t o 
Republican i s o l a t i o n i s m , he said, and favored support f o r the League of Nations. 
He also favored a change i n p r o t e c t i o n i s t t a r i f f p o l i c i e s and r e s t r a i n t s on 
speculative expansion i n stock investments. 

' ' I have f r e q u e n t l y said, and i t has u s u a l l y g o t t e n a laugh, t h a t I've had a 
l o t more fun out of l i f e since I've been a Democrat,'' he said. Job Negotiations 
At Croquet Game The New Deal found work f o r a man of great wealth, broad 
experience and wide connections i n business and finance. I t i s s a i d t h a t Harry 
Hopkins, the New Deal o f f i c i a l , r e c r u i t e d him during a game of croquet. The 
f i r s t important job, i n 1934, was as s t a t e chairman of the National Recovery 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , which prepared and enforced codes of f a i r competition f o r 
business t o encourage economic recovery. He l a t e r was named the agency's 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e r . 

I n these years he was also a member of the Business Advisory Council of the 
Department of Commerce, and i n 1937 he was named chairman. His p u b l i c comments 
at the time expressed h i s strong b e l i e f t h a t business must show a sense of 
pu b l i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

''People i n t h i s country, I be l i e v e , are ready t o l i s t e n t o businessmen w i t h 
more confidence than they are t o the p o l i t i c i a n , ' ' he said. ''But when business 
people don't o f f e r any hope, don't o f f e r any s o l u t i o n , why, they t u r n t o the 
p o l i t i c i a n f o r the p o l i t i c a l cure.'' 

I n e a r l y 1941, when the United States was only months away from e n t e r i n g 
World War I I , Mr. Harriman became c h i e f of the m a t e r i a l s branch of the 
production d i v i s i o n i n the O f f i c e of Production Management. From there Mr. 
Hopkins sent him t o B r i t a i n j u s t before the passage of the lend-lease b i l l . 

I n a matter of months he was f l y i n g everywhere from Moscow t o the Middle East 
t o expedite shipments of war a i d t o the B r i t i s h . ''By my d i r e c t i o n he was shown 
everything,'' Winston C h u r c h i l l , then the B r i t i s h Prime M i n i s t e r , wrote i n h i s 
memoirs. So began a v i g o r o u s l y p e r i p a t e t i c i n t e r n a t i o n a l career. 

With Lord Beaverbrook of B r i t a i n he went t o Moscow i n 1941 t o arrange 
lend-lease shipments t o the Soviet Union, the new a l l y of the West. I n August 
1942 he returned there, t h i s time w i t h C h u r c h i l l , t o t a l k about opening a second 
f r o n t i n Europe. A year l a t e r he was named Ambassador t o Moscow. 

During the war Mr. Harriman twice flew i n planes t h a t mistakenly came under 
A l l i e d f i r e . ' ' I once mentioned t o S t a l i n t h a t I had been shot at by the B r i t i s h 
and the Russians,'' he r e c a l l e d . ' ' S t a l i n r a t h e r l i k e d t h a t . ' 1 The Soviet leader 
learned t o stand f o r some unaccustomed backtalk from Ambassador Harriman t o h i s 
own b l u n t c r i t i c i s m of American p o l i c y . On one occasion, the American Ambassador 
t o China, Maj. Gen. P a t r i c k J. Hurley, was witness t o an argument t h a t waxed so » 
hot t h a t he interposed, ''Come, come, gentlemen, t h i n g s can't be as bad as a l l J 
t h a t . ' ' ' 
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The combatants stopped only long enough t o t u r n t o General Hurley w i t h a 
d i s d a i n f u l , who-let-him-in expression and then returned t o the f r a y . Later Mr. 
Harriman t o l d General Hurley, ''That was nothing compared t o what u s u a l l y goes 
on. ' ' 

As Ambassador, Mr. Harriman showed a w i l l i n g n e s s t o make independent 
decisions without i n s t r u c t i o n s from Washington. 

When the Russians wanted him t o forward t o Washington a proposed d r a f t f o r an 
A l l i e d r e p l y t o a Japanese surrender statement, he declined, t e l l i n g S t a l i n t h a t 
i t s language seemed t o give the Soviet Union a veto over the s e l e c t i o n of 
personnel f o r the A l l i e d High Command t h a t would r u l e Japan. S t a l i n changed the 
language. I n the aftermath of the war, the Ambassador became convinced t h a t the / 
Soviet Union intended t o extend i t s c o n t r o l over neighboring c o u n t r i e s i n 
v i o l a t i o n of the Y a l t a agreement, as the United States understood i t . — 

As James V. F o r r e s t a l , who was t o become the f i r s t Secretary of Defense, 
r e c a l l e d i t , Mr. Harriman s a i d ''that the outward t h r u s t of Communism was not 
dead and t h a t we may have t o face an i d e o l o g i c a l warfare j u s t as vigorous and 
dangerous as Fascism or Nazism.'' 

Mr. Harriman t h e r e f o r e advocated a p o l i c y of s t r e n g t h and firmness and, 
according t o Truman, an abandonment of any i l l u s i o n t h a t the Soviet Union was 
l i k e l y t o act i n accordance w i t h the p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s t o 
which the r e s t of the world held. 

Some l a t e r c r i t i c s s a i d Mr. Harriman's viewpoint helped set the c o l d war i n 
motion. I n any event, i t proved persuasive t o Truman and guided h i s p o s i t i o n , 
f o r example, i n the wrangling over Poland's postwar government. The West strove 
f o r a broadly r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n t e r i m government pending f r e e e l e c t i o n s , while 
S t a l i n i n s i s t e d t h a t the pro-Soviet L u b l i n regime hold power. Mr. Harriman t o l d 
Truman, ' ' I am a f r a i d S t a l i n does not and never w i l l understand our i n t e r e s t i n 
a f r e e Poland as a matter of p r i n c i p l e . ' 1 

Mr. Harriman placed great emphasis on the importance of the United Nations, 
then being formed, i n keeping world peace. 1 1 I t i s a f a c t t h a t the Russian 
ideology i s completely d i f f e r e n t from ours,'' he said, ''but i f we both adopt 
the a t t i t u d e of l i v e and l e t l i v e as t o i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s and we both respect the 
r i g h t of a l l people t o choose t h e i r own way of l i f e , t h i s b a r r i e r needn't be 
insurmountable.'' 

I n 1946 Truman acceded t o Mr. Harriman's request t o be r e l i e v e d of the Moscow 
post but o n l y a month l a t e r asked him t o go t o London as Ambassador. He was 
welcomed warmly by the B r i t i s h , but scarcely seven months l a t e r he was back i n 
Washington as Secretary of Commerce. 

At Commerce, Mr. Harriman headed a committee t h a t produced a study t h a t 
helped b r i n g about the passage of the Economic Cooperation Act, the basis of 
assistance t o postwar Europe. 

But i n the p u b l i c aspects of the post, he was less than a success. He 
acquired a r e p u t a t i o n as a dr e a d f u l p u b l i c speaker, t a l k i n g i n a slow monotone 
and sounding unsure of himself. 
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In the s p r i n g of 1948 Truman had a new assignment f o r h i s l o y a l l i e u t e n a n t . 
He was given the t i t l e Special Representative i n Europe f o r the Economic 
Cooperation A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , i n e f f e c t making him the White House watchdog over 
the Marshall Plan i n Europe. During the next several years Mr. Harriman t r a v e l e d 
widely and supervised the disbursement of b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s i n American 
goods and money t o American a l l i e s , past, present and p o t e n t i a l . 

Later Truman made Mr. Harriman a s p e c i a l a s s i s t a n t on f o r e i g n p o l i c y and head 
of the Mutual S e c u r i t y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . But h a r d l y anyone, u n t i l the 1950's, 
thought of him as a l i k e l y p o l i t i c a l candidate. 

When Truman withdrew from c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r renomination t o the Presidency i n 
1952, Mr. Harriman came forward as an uncompromising New Deal-Fair Deal l i b e r a l . 
At the Democratic convention i n t h a t year he a l l i e d himself w i t h Senator Estes 
Kefauver of Tennessee i n an attempt t o stop the nomination of A d l a i E. 
Stevenson. They f a i l e d . 

So Mr. Harriman, s t i l l ambitious, s t i l l dogged, turned two years l a t e r t o New 
York State, where uncompromising New Deal l i b e r a l i s m had a strong appeal. With 
the support of s t a t e Democratic c h i e f t a i n s , and e s p e c i a l l y the Tammany H a l l 
leader, Carmine G. DeSapio, he won the 1954 g u b e r n a t o r i a l nomination over the 
antiboss candidate, F r a n k l i n D. Roosevelt J r . For t h a t he paid a p r i c e : 
Independent voices as w e l l as the Republican o p p o s i t i o n charged t h a t he was the 
captive of the bosses. 

The charge d i d not d i e even a f t e r the e l e c t i o n , i n which Mr. Harriman 
squeaked through against h i s Republican opponent, Senator I r v i n g M. Ives, by 
11,791 votes out of f i v e m i l l i o n cast. 'Honest Ave' 

Drops the 'W.' 

According t o one colleague, Adrian S. Fisher, the e l e c t i o n changed Mr. 
Harriman. ' ' I t h i n k i n Harriman's l i f e being e l e c t e d r a t h e r than appointed was 
the equivalent of meeting a p a y r o l l , ' ' he said. ''Where he was jumpy before, 
he's now s e l f - c o n f i d e n t . His d i f f i d e n c e i n speaking i s completely gone. 1 1 

Nevertheless, as the Governor -who had adopted the sobriquet ''Honest Ave'' 
and dropped the ''W.'1 i n f r o n t of A v e r e l l - he never succeeded i n i n f l a m i n g the 
imagination or s t i r r i n g the a f f e c t i o n of the New York p u b l i c . 

Once he was s a i d t o have telephoned h i s close a s s i s t a n t , M i l t o n Stewart, 
during dinner and reprimanded him i n e x c e p t i o n a l l y strong language f o r 
something. Those at the t a b l e kept an embarrassed s i l e n c e , and soon the Governor 
placed a second c a l l t o Mr. Stewart. Everyone expected an apology, but instead 
Mr. Harriman grumbled i n t o the phone, ' ' M i l t , I j u s t wanted you t o know I meant 
everything I s a i d . ' ' 

Mr. Harriman himself always f e l t t h a t he compiled a good record as Governor, 
and four years l a t e r , running f o r r e - e l e c t i o n , he set i t out before the voters 
i n rigorous i f tedious s t a t i s t i c a l prose: programs t o help the aged; an increase 
of 77 percent i n s t a t e a i d t o education; a quadrupling of the number of 
authorized Regents' scholarships; a change i n emphasis i n mental h e a l t h from 
c u s t o d i a l care t o research and treatment aimed at reducing the mental-hospital 
population, which f e l l by 4,000; pioneering advances i n p r i v a t e l y financed 
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middle-income housing; l e g i s l a t i o n p r o v i d i n g increased b e n e f i t s t o workers, and 
steps t o strengthen small business. 

Despite a l l t h a t , Nelson A. Rockefeller won a smashing h a l f - m i l l i o n - v o t e 
v i c t o r y over Mr. Harriman i n 1958. Commentators were not i n c l i n e d t o a t t r i b u t e 
the defeat t o Mr. Harriman's performance as Governor. There were Mr. 

Rockefeller's e l e c t r i c q u a l i t i e s as a campaigner t o consider, as w e l l as the 
p u b l i c ' s sour r e a c t i o n t o a Democratic convention i n B u f f a l o t h a t seemed t o f a l l 
under Tammany Ha l l ' s domination. 

The defeat came on top of Mr. Harriman's second f a i l u r e , i n 1956, t o capture 
the P r e s i d e n t i a l nomination. Truman, whose r e l a t i o n s w i t h Mr. Stevenson had 
cooled, announced support f o r Mr. Harriman a few days before the Democratic 
convention. But Governor Harriman could not get the support of the South, and 
Mr. Stevenson was nominated on the f i r s t b a l l o t . 

With the g u b e r n a t o r i a l defeat i n 1958, Mr. Harriman declared h i s p o l i t i c a l 
ambitions ended and the ''W.'' returned t o h i s s t a t i o n e r y . He set out on a tour 
t o I n d i a and then t o the Soviet Union, where h i s rec e p t i o n was the most 
e n t h u s i a s t i c received by an American i n some time. 

1 ' W i t h i n 48 hours of my a r r i v a l no less than three members of the Cabinet 
o f f e r e d me everything from a bear hunt t o a nonaggression pact,'' he sa i d . But 
t h a t d i d not prevent what he described as a b l u n t and b r u t a l t a l k w i t h Prime 
M i n i s t e r N i k i t a S. Khrushchev about Soviet-American problems. 

As the P r e s i d e n t i a l campaign of 1960 neared, Mr. Harriman announced f o r 
Senator Kennedy, who, a f t e r h i s nomination, named the former Ambassador one of 
hi s f o r e i g n p o l i c y advisers. I n t h a t capacity Mr. Harriman toured A f r i c a . 

A f t e r the e l e c t i o n Kennedy h e s i t a t e d t o give Mr. Harriman a Government post, 
f e a r i n g , as Arthur M. Schlesinger wrote i n ''A Thousand Days,'' t h a t 1 ' a t 6 9 and ) 
s l i g h t l y deaf he was too o l d f o r a c t i v e s e r v i c e . ' ' But there was widespread 
enthusiasm f o r him on the New F r o n t i e r , and Kennedy r e l e n t e d w i t h the proviso 
t h a t Mr. Harriman be persuaded t o wear a hearing a i d . He was persuaded. 

and y 

For h i s p a r t , Mr. Harriman s u f f e r e d from no self-doubts. ' ' I am confident 
t h a t before things end up, I w i l l be i n the inner c i r c l e , ' ' he t o l d a f r i e n d . 
' ' I s t a r t e d as a p r i v a t e w i t h Roosevelt and worked t o the top. And then I had t o 
s t a r t as a p r i v a t e a l l over again w i t h Truman and work t o the top. That i s what 
I in t e n d t o do again.'' 

Thus Mr. Harriman took on the r e l a t i v e l y vague job of Ambassador at Large 
among the vigorous young f o l k i n the Kennedy camp. His f i r s t task, i n 1961, 
concerned Laos, where a c o n f l i c t w i t h c o l d war overtones was going on among 
r i g h t i s t s , n e u t r a l i s t s and a pro-Communist f a c t i o n . Mr. Harriman went t o see the 
n e u t r a l i s t leader, Prince Souvanna Phouma, i n New De l h i and reported f a v o r a b l y 
on the Prince's desire f o r a c o a l i t i o n government w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l guarantees 
of Laotian n e u t r a l i t y . 

The White House was impressed, and i n time the United States moved away from 
i t s support of the r i g h t i s t anti-Communist leader, Phoumi Nosavan, which had 
been f o s t e r e d i n the Eisenhower period, toward support of a n e u t r a l regime. 
'Balanced T i c k e t ' 
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At Geneva 

The tortuous 14-nation n e g o t i a t i o n s at Geneva on Laos involved p u t t i n g 
together a government of n a t i o n a l union t h a t the Russians, the Chinese and the 
Americans, as w e l l as the Laotians themselves, could agree t o . Mr. Harriman was 

e f f e c t i v e at that. 1'He's p u t t i n g together a New York State balanced t i c k e t ; he's 
doing a good j o b , ' ' Kennedy remarked. The pleased President made Mr. Harriman 
Assist a n t Secretary of State f o r Far Eastern A f f a i r s . I n t h a t post he acquired 
the nickname 1 1 the Crocodile'' because he tended t o b i t e o f f a b r u p t l y proposals 
t h a t seemed t o him f o o l i s h or i r r e l e v a n t . And he sought p e r s i s t e n t l y t o b r i n g 
along y o u t h f u l and audacious people. ''Do you know what t h i s department needs?'' 
he was s a i d t o have declared at the age of 71. ''Young blood!'' 

I n 1963 another promotion came - t o Under Secretary f o r P o l i t i c a l A f f a i r s , 
the No. 3 post i n the State Department. I n t h a t year he was also named t o head 
the American team t h a t negotiated w i t h the Soviet Union the t r e a t y banning a l l 
nuclear t e s t s except those conducted underground. 

Mr. Harriman never claimed c r e d i t f o r the success of the n e g o t i a t i o n s . He 
said t h a t he knew a f t e r speaking t o Mr. Khrushchev on the f i r s t day t h a t the 
Russians had decided t h a t a test-ban t r e a t y would be advantageous, and t h a t the 
problem then was merely t o agree on the wording. But i t was widely agreed t h a t 
h i s d e f t touch moved the n e g o t i a t i o n s smartly along and made basic agreement 
among the Soviet Union, B r i t a i n and the United States possible w i t h i n f i v e days. 

A f t e r Kennedy was assassinated i n November 1963, Mr. Harriman stayed on w i t h 
President Johnson, supporting h i s c o n t r o v e r s i a l determination t o press on w i t h 
the Vietnam War and undertaking numerous P r e s i d e n t i a l missions. Meanwhile, at 
h i s own request, Mr. Harriman reverted t o the t i t l e of Ambassador at Large. 

As the 1960's wore on, he played a l a r g e r r o l e i n the Vietnam problem. He 
t r a v e l e d t o Moscow f o r two meetings w i t h Prime M i n i s t e r Aleksei N. Kosygin 
during one American ''peace o f f e n s i v e , 1 1 t r y i n g t o persuade the Soviet Union t o 
coax Hanoi toward the n e g o t i a t i n g t a b l e . But t h a t e f f o r t f a i l e d . From there he 
went t o Belgrade, Bonn, Brussels, Rome and London, e x p l a i n i n g Johnson's dec i s i o n 
t o escalate the war i n the absence of peace t a l k s . 

When he returned, Johnson placed him i n charge of c o o r d i n a t i n g the American 
e f f o r t t o get t a l k s s t a r t e d , and i n 1966 he t r a v e l e d throughout the world t o 
emphasize t h i s American aim. But he remained f a i t h f u l t o the Johnson view t h a t 
Vietnam was a c r i t i c a l t e s t of the non-Communist world's a b i l i t y t o stop 
so - c a l l e d wars of n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n . 

He was f a r from a hawk i n the end, however, and as c h i e f of the United States 
delegation at the Paris peace t a l k s i n 196 8 he strove f o r accommodation. The 
South Vietnamese no less than the North Vietnamese f r u s t r a t e d the e f f o r t s , and 
f i n a l l y Mr. Harriman was among those who f e l t t h a t the Nixon A d m i n i s t r a t i o n dog 
had been wagged by the Saigon t a i l f o r too long. 

A f t e r the new A d m i n i s t r a t i o n had replaced him i n Paris, those views made him 
popular w i t h i n the peace movement t h a t kept up pressure on the Republicans f o r 
m i l i t a r y withdrawal. 
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Mr. Harriman remained a c t i v e i n f o r e i g n a f f a i r s l a t e i n h i s l i f e . I n June 
1983, he went t o Moscow t o confer w i t h Y u r i V. Andropov, then the Soviet leader. 
At t h e i r meeting, i n Mr. Andropov's o f f i c e a t the headquarters of the Central 
Committee of the Soviet Communist p a r t y , Mr. Andropov sa i d h i s country had a 
''sincere and f e r v e n t d e s i r e ' ' t o r e s t o r e normal r e l a t i o n s w i t h the United 
States. He contended t h a t the Reagan A d m i n i s t r a t i o n was t o blame f o r a 

s i t u a t i o n 
t h a t ''cannot but give r i s e t o alarm,'' and he c a l l e d f o r a r e t u r n t o peaceful 
coexistence. 

Reporting on the t a l k s afterward, Mr. Harriman sa i d he had been frank i n 
v o i c i n g h i s view 1 1 t h a t i t was possible f o r the Soviet Government t o take steps 
which can improve r e l a t i o n s . ' ' 

Mr. Harriman married three times. His f i r s t w i f e was K i t t y Lanier Lawrence, 
the daughter of a New York banker. The couple were divorced i n 192 9, and a year 
l a t e r Mr. Harriman married the former Marie Norton, who had been the w i f e of 
Cornelius V a n d e r b i l t Whitney. Mrs. Harriman operated an a r t g a l l e r y i n New York, 
and she and her husband acquired a notable c o l l e c t i o n of p a i n t i n g s . She died i n 
1970. 

The f o l l o w i n g year Mr. Harriman married Pamela Digby Hayward. She was the 
widow of Leland Hayward, the t h e a t r i c a l producer, and was the mother, by a 
previous marriage t o C h u r c h i l l ' s son, Randolph, of S i r Winston's grandson, who 
bears h i s grandfather's name. 

The home i n which Mr. Harriman grew up, Arden House - named a f t e r the f o r e s t 
i n ''As You Like I f ' - was donated t o Columbia U n i v e r s i t y . Years e a r l i e r , the 
f a m i l y had donated 10,000 acres i n i t s 20,000-acre estate t o New York State as a 
park, leading the town nearby t o change i t s name from Turner t o Harriman. 

I n 1982 Mr. Harriman donated $10 m i l l i o n , t o which h i s fam i l y ' s Gladys and 
Roland Harriman Foundation added $1.5 m i l l i o n , t o the Russian I n s t i t u t e a t 
Columbia U n i v e r s i t y , t o promote American studies of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Harriman d i d so, he said, because the p o p u l a r i t y of Soviet studies had 
declined i n recent years and American ignorance of the Soviet Union was ''very 
dangerous.'' 

The u n i v e r s i t y renamed the i n s t i t u t e the W. A v e r e l l Harriman I n s t i t u t e f o r 
the Advanced Study of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Harriman i s survived by h i s w i f e ; two daughters by h i s f i r s t marriage, 
Mary Harriman Fisk and Kathleen Harriman Mortimer, both of Manhattan; s i x 
grandchildren and s i x great-grandchildren. 

A f u n e r a l service i s t o be held at noon Tuesday at St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church, 53rd St r e e t and F i f t h Avenue. B u r i a l w i l l be l a t e r i n the day at the 
Harriman f a m i l y estate i n Harriman, N.Y.A memorial service i s t o be held on 
Sept. 16 at noon at the National Cathedral i n Washington. 

GRAPHIC: Photo of W. A v e r e l l Harriman (NYT/George Tames, 1969); Photos of 
Harriman w i t h Presidents Roosevelt, 1939; Truman, 1956; and Kennedy, 1963 (AP) 
(Pg.23); Photos of Harriman w i t h C h u r c h i l l and S t a l i n i n 1942; w i t h h i s w i f e i n 
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1981 and on s k i s i n 1936 (AP; NYT) (Pg.23) 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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HEADLINE: Trouble-Shooting Ambassador W. A v e r e l l Harriman Dies 

DATELINE: YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, N.Y. 

BODY: 

W. A v e r e l l Harriman, scion of a wealthy r a i l r o a d f a m i l y who served as roving 
ambassador and statesman f o r every Democratic president since F r a n k l i n D. 
Roosevelt, died Saturday at age 94. 

Harriman stood near the center of power f o r h a l f a century h e l p i n g t o mold 
U.S. f o r e i g n p o l i c y , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h respect t o the Soviet Union. 

He administered New Deal programs during the Depression, served as ambassador 
to the Soviet Union and to Great B r i t a i n , ran the Lend-Lease program i n the 
e a r l y stages of World War I I and the Marshall Plan f o r European recovery a f t e r 
the war. He negotiated the 1963 nuclear t e s t ban t r e a t y and helped i n i t i a t e the 
Paris peace t a l k s w i t h North Vietnam. 

The one-term New York governor was 87 when he took yet another t r i p t o 
Moscow, t o meet w i t h Leonid Brezhnev on behalf of President Carter. 

"To h i s country, and the world, he was one of the outstanding men of the 20th 
century," h i s w i f e , Pamela, sa i d i n a statement Saturday. "He was a p u b l i c 
servant i n the t r u e s t sense of the term."Harriman, who had been i n f a i l i n g 
h e a l t h f o r a month, di e d at Birchgrove, h i s home i n Westchester County, n o r t h of 
New York C i t y . With him were doctors and nurses, h i s w i f e and h i s two daughters 
from h i s f i r s t marriage. He also had s i x grandchildren and s i x 
great-grandchildren. 

"The United States and the Democratic Party have l o s t a statesman, a 
diplomat, a benefactor and a f r i e n d , " s a i d Paul G. K i r k , Democratic n a t i o n a l 
chairman. "Gov. Harriman was as d e f t and strong w i t h the superpowers as he was 
ki n d and g e n t l e w i t h the common people.""This i s a very sad day f o r a l l members 
of the Roosevelt f a m i l y , " Roosevelt's son James, 78, said i n an i n t e r v i e w w i t h 
United Stations Radio Network, fo r m e r l y RKO Radio. "He was a close f r i e n d , 
t r u s t e d adviser and the k i n d of a person who gave of everything he had i n l i n e 
w i t h t h a t f r i e n d s h i p and duty t o h i s c o u n t r y . " I n 1943, Roosevelt sent Harriman 
to Moscow as U.S. ambassador. There, the h e i r t o a c a p i t a l i s t f o r t u n e spent more 
time dealing w i t h Josef S t a l i n than any previous American. He also attended the 
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p i v o t a l war conferences i n Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam. 

Asked what he considered h i s greatest achievement, Harriman l i k e d t o c i t e a 
conversation w i t h S t a l i n : 

" I t was a t the time of the surrender of Japan. S t a l i n demanded t o have a 
Soviet commander j o i n General MacArthur i n accepting the Japanese surrender. As 
you know, the Russians wanted a zone of occupation i n Japan. 

" I had no i n s t r u c t i o n s , but I r e j e c t e d the demand immediately. Two or three 
hours l a t e r , (Soviet f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r ) Molotov t o l d me t h a t S t a l i n had accepted 
our terms."Harriman believed the two countries had t o l e a r n t o l i v e i n peace. He 
sought t o broaden Americans' knowledge of the Soviet Union w i t h a $10 m i l l i o n 
g i f t t o Columbia U n i v e r s i t y i n 1982 t o e s t a b l i s h an i n s t i t u t e f o r advanced 
Soviet st u d i e s . 

He l a s t v i s i t e d Moscow i n June 1983, when he was the f i r s t American received 
by the l a t e Soviet leader Y u r i V. Andropov. 

A three-sentence r e p o r t Saturday by the Soviet news agency Tass sai d Harriman 
"declared f o r the development of mutual understanding between the Soviet Union 
and the United States, c a l l e d f o r a r r e s t i n g the arms race."In May 1985, as p a r t 
of the Soviet c e l e b r a t i o n of the 40th anniversary of the defeat of Nazi Germany, 
Harriman was awarded a top Soviet award f o r "his profound personal c o n t r i b u t i o n " 
t o the U.S.-Russian wartime a l l i a n c e . 

John F. Kennedy, who named Harriman ambassador-at-large i n 1961, once sai d he 
had held as many important government posts as anyone i n the h i s t o r y of the 
r e p u b l i c w i t h the possible exception of John Quincy Adams. 

"There was no mission President Kennedy would not have given him," Sen. 
Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., s a i d Saturday. "America has l o s t an e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
leader and the Kennedy f a m i l y has l o s t a wonderful f r i e n d and 
counselor."President Kennedy was i n i t i a l l y concerned about Harriman's age and 
a b i l i t y t o keep working. Sen. Kennedy once r e c a l l e d h i s brother's d e s c r i p t i o n of 
Harriman at meetings: "He s i t s there w i t h h i s head down and you might t h i n k he's 
asleep. But then somebody says something f o o l i s h and he b i t e s h i s head o f f w i t h 
a snap l i k e a c r o c o d i l e . " W i l l i a m A v e r e l l Harriman was born Nov. 15, 1891, i n New 
York C i t y , the son of Edward Henry Harriman, who c o n t r o l l e d a 60,000-mile 
r a i l r o a d empire t h a t s t r e t c h e d from Chicago t o the P a c i f i c . 

The elder Harriman, one of the l a t e 19th century r a i l r o a d and banking 
magnates who were dubbed "robber barons," l e f t h i s s i x c h i l d r e n an estimated 
$100 m i l l i o n . 

A v e r e l l Harriman was chairman of the executive committee of the I l l i n o i s 
Central Railroad and chairman of the board of Union P a c i f i c , which had been h i s 
f a t h e r ' s p r i n c i p a l i n t e r e s t . He was c r e d i t e d w i t h pioneering streamlined t r a i n s 
and a l l - c o a c h t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l t r a i n s w i t h inexpensive meals. 

He founded the Sun V a l l e y s k i r e s o r t i n Idaho i n 1936 and was one of the 
o r i g i n a l f i n a n c i a l backers of Newsweek magazine. 

He was a Republican u n t i l 1928, when he voted Democratic out of admiration 
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f o r p r e s i d e n t i a l nominee A l f r e d E. Smith. He remained a l o y a l Democrat f o r the 
r e s t of h i s l i f e . 

His f i r s t j ob f o r Roosevelt, a boyhood f r i e n d , was a d m i n i s t r a t o r of the 
National Recovery A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . During the e a r l y years of World War I I , he 
was sent t o London t o run Lend-Lease, a program f o r supplying m i l i t a r y and 

other 
a i d t o U.S. a l l i e s , and he and Winston C h u r c h i l l o f t e n spent evenings p l a y i n g 
cards. 

A f t e r the war, President Truman placed Harriman i n charge of the Marshall 
Plan. He also served as ambassador t o Great B r i t a i n and as Truman's secretary of 
commerce, f o r e i g n a i d a d m i n i s t r a t o r , s p e c i a l a s s i s t a n t on f o r e i g n a f f a i r s and 
U.S. re p r e s e n t a t i v e t o the newly formed North A t l a n t i c Treaty Organizaton. 

I n 1952, Harriman sought the Democratic p r e s i d e n t i a l nomination, but withdrew 
when i t was c l e a r A d l a i E. Stevenson would be the nominee. 

Two years l a t e r he was elected governor of New York. He l o s t a second b i d f o r 
the p r e s i d e n t i a l nomination i n 1956, also t o Stevenson. 

His 1958 race f o r r e - e l e c t i o n as governor was dubbed the b a t t l e of the 
m i l l i o n a i r e s when he faced Nelson A. Rockefeller, who won the e l e c t i o n . 

Gov. Mario Cuomo said Harriman "leaves behind a monumental record of p u b l i c 
service. New Yorkers w i l l remember him as a governor who l e d an adminstration 
deeply concerned w i t h the problems of mental h e a l t h , c i v i l r i g h t s and aging."New 
York C i t y Mayor Edward I . Koch ordered a l l c i t y f l a g s flown at h a l f s t a f f . He 
sai d Harriman " w i l l be remembered as one of the great governors of the s t a t e of 
New York."In 1968, Harriman was Lyndon Johnson's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o the Paris 
t a l k s aimed at ending the Vietnam War. 

Among h i s many awards was the nation's highest c i v i l i a n honor, the 
P r e s i d e n t i a l Medal of Freedom, " f o r h i s grace and s p i r i t f o r having answered h i s 
country's c a l l i n c r i s i s and calm alike."Harriman's f i r s t marriage, t o K i t t y 
Lanier Lawrence i n 1915, ended i n divorce i n 1928. He was married t o Marie 
Norton Whitney, former w i f e of Cornelius V a n d e r b i l t Whitney, from 1930 u n t i l her 
death i n 1970. Pamela Harriman p r e v i o u s l y was married t o Randolph C h u r c h i l l , the 
son of Winston C h u r c h i l l , and producer Leland Hayward. 

The f u n e r a l w i l l be held Tuesday at St. Thomas Church i n New York C i t y , w i t h 
p r i v a t e b u r i a l a t h i s f a m i l y estate i n Harriman. 

A memorial service w i l l be held Sept. 16 at the National Cathedral i n 
Washington, D.C, where the Harrimans also maintained a residence. 
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