EXECUTTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
03-Dec-1996 02:21pm

TO: Pauline M. Abernathy

FROM: Molly Brostrom

Domestic Policy Council

SUBJECT: RE: agent orange info

The disability compensation system is pretty crazy -- let me try
and explain the little I know.

Basic compensation: If you have a "body change"” while you are in
the service (not necessarily at war), then you are entitled to
disability compensation. E.g. If I get breast cancer (or flat
feet -- yes, that's considered a disability) while in the
military, I can receive disability compensation for that disease
even if it's not caused by my service.

Presumptive eligibility: If I get breast cancer after I leave the
military, I don't get compensation, unless I can prove the
disability/disease was caused by service. A number of diseases
have been determined to make a veteran presumptively eligible
(these are all listed in U.S. Code 38 Sec. 1112) for disability
compensation. E.g. If I get Hansen's disease withn 3 years of
separation from service, the law says that it 's considered to
have been incurred in or aggravated by service.

The Agent Orange law says that a disease for which the evidence is
equal to or greater that it was caused by exposure to AGent Orange
shall make a veteran presumptively eligible for compensation. I
assume that the other presumpt-elig diseases had a stronger
standard for making it into the presumpt-elig list.

For Persian Gulf, we supported and signed legislation that allows
compensation to veterans suffering from undiagnosed illnesses. In
other words, if a veteran has a chronic disability displayed in
certain symptoms (not diagnosed as a disease or illness) within a
certain period from service (2 years I believe) then s/he is
considered presumptively eligible for disab comp.

While it sounds very broad, I believe a signicant percentage of
Persian GUlf claims have been turned down by VA because the
claimed condition wasn't chronic, wasn't manifest during
presumtive period, was less than 10% disabling, a diagnosed
condition was found... -
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SUBCHAPT ER II—WARTIME DISABILITY COMPENSATION

CROSS REFERENCES . . -

'Amo;.xms péyable under this’ subchapter exempt from tax levy, see 26 USCA

§.6334.
Payment of compensation at rates prescrlbed in this subchapter to veterans

sustammg disabilities in dlfferent periods of service, see 38 USCA § 1157 .

.8 IIIO. "Basic entitlement

For dieability resulting from personal injury suffered or disease

contracted in line of duty; or for aggravation of a preexisting injury .

xuffered or disease contracted.in line of duty, in the active military;

naval, or air service, during a period of war, the United States will

pay to any veteran thus disabled and who was discharged or
released under conditions other than dishonorable from the period
of service in which said injury or diséase was incurred, or preex1st-
ing injury or disease was aggravated, compensation as provided in
this subchapter, but no compensation shall be paid if the disability
is a result of the veteran's own w1llful mlsconduct or abuse of
alcohol or drugs

(Pub.L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1119, § 310; Pub.L. 101-508, Title
VI, § 8052(a)(2), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat, 1388-351; renumbered PubL
102-83, § 5(a), Aug 6, 1991 105 Stat. 406.)'

'
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and House Conference Report No.
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§ 1112. Presumptions relating to certain diseases and disabil-

ities

. (a) For. the purposes of sectioﬁ 1110 of .thisl'title, and subject to -
the provisions of section 1113 of this title, in the case of any veteran

‘who served for ninety days or more during a period of war—
(1) a chronic disease becoming manifest to a degree of 10

percent or more within one year from the date of separation .

from such service; \
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38 §1112
@) a tropical disease, and the resultant disorders or disease
originating because of therapy,- administered in connection

with such diseases;, or as a preventative ‘thereof, becoming’

manifest to a degree of 10 percent or more within one year.
from the date of separation from such service, or at a time
when -standard -or_accepted treatises indicate that the incuba-
tion perlod thereof commenced during such service; '

(3) active tuberculous disease developing a 10 percent degree.

of disability or more within three years from the date of
separation from such service;

(4) multiple sclerosis developlng a 10 percent degree of dxs-
ability or more within seven years from the date of separation

" from such service;

DISABILITY, ETC., COMPENSATION . Ch. 11.

(5)- Hansen’s disease developing. a 10 percent degree of dis- - .

ability or more within three years from the date of separation
from such service;
" shall be considered to have been incurred in-or aggravated by such

service, notwithstanding there is no record of evidence of. such ’

disease during the period of service.

(b) For the purposes of section 1110 of this title and subject to the
prov1sxons of section 1113 of this title, in the case of a veteran who
is a former prisoner. of war and who. was detained or interned for

not less than thirty days, the dlsease of—
(1) avitaminosis, _
(2) beriberi (including beriberi heart dlsease)
(3) chronic dysentery,
(4) helminthiasis,
(5) malnutrition (mcludmg optic atrophy associated wnh
malnutrition), -1
(6) pellagra
(¢)] any other nutritional deficiency,
(8) psychosxs
(9) any of the anxiety states, :
(10)- dysthymic disorder (or depressive neurosis), -

ok

(11) organic residuals of frostbite, if the Secretary determines

that the veteran was interned in climatic COndlllOllS consistent
with the occurrence of frostbite, - : .
(12) post-traumatic osteoarthritis,

-

(13) peripheral neuropathy except where dxrectly related to -

infectious causes,
(14) irritable bowel syndrome, or

(15) peptic ulcer disease,
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which became manifest to a degree of 10 percent or more after

active military, naval, or air service shall be considered to have
been incurred in or-aggravated by such service, notwithstanding
that there is no record of such disease during the period of service.

(c)(1) For the purposes of section 1110 of this title, and subject to
the provisions -of ‘section- 1113 of this title, a disease specified in
paragraph (2) of this subsection becoming manifest in a radiation-
u(posed veteran ‘to a degree .of 10 percent or more within the
presumption period (as specified in paragraph (3) of this subsec-
tion) shall be considered to have been incurred in or aggravated
during active military, naval;. or air service, notwithstanding that

there  is no record of evidence of such dlsease during a perlod of .
" such service. ’

(2)-The dlseases referred to in paragraph (1) of thxs subsection

are the following: = = -
(A) Leukemia (other than chronic lymphocytlc leukemia).
(B) Cancer of the thyroid.
(C). Cancer of the breast.
(D) Cancer of the pharynx.
(E) Cancer of the esophagus.
(F) Cancer of the stomach. _
(G) Cancer of the small intestine.
(H) .Cancer of the pancreas.
(I) Multiple myeloma.
(J) Lymphomas (except Hodgkin's disease).
(K) Cancer of the bile ducts. :
(L) Cancer of the gall bladder.
(M) Primary liver cancer (except if cirrhosis or hepatms B is
indicated).
(3) The presumptlon period for purposes of paragraph (1) of this
subsection is the 40-year period beginning on the last date on Wthh
the veteran participated in a radiation-risk activity.

(4) For- the purposes of this subsection:

(A) The term “radiation-exposed veteran” means (i) a veteran
who, while serving on active duty, participated in a radiation-
risk activity, or (ii) an individual who, while a member of a
reserve component of the Armed Forces, participated in a
radiation-risk activity during a period of active duty for train-’
ing or inactive duty training.

(B) The term “radiation-risk actxvxty" means any of the fol-

.lowing: -
195




Revision Notes and Legislative Reports

. Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 2160.

38 §1112 - _DISABILITY, ETC,, COMPENSATION Ch. 11°
;' .(1) Onsite participation in a test involving the atmospher-
ic detonation of a nuclear device. ' : L

(!l) The occupation of Hiroshima or Naéasaki, Japan, by"
United States forces during the period beginning on August
6, 1945, and ending on July 1, 1946. '

(iif) .I_ntex:nment as prisoner of war in Japan (or service .

-on active c!uty in Japan immediately following such intern- -

" ment) during World War II which (as determined by the
.Secretar.'y). resulted in an opportunity for exposure to ioniz-
ing radl.atlon comparable to that of veterans described-in
clause (ii) of this subparagraph. oo - :

(Pub.L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1120, § 312; Pub.L 86-187, A
1959, 73. Stat. 418; Pub.L. 86-188, Aug. 25, 1959, 73 Stat. 418; ll;%bzi'
87-645, § 3, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 442; Pub.L. 91-376, § 3(a), (b), Aug 12,
11970, 84 Stat. 788, 789; Pub.L. 97-37,§ 4(a), Aug. 14, 1981, 95 Stat. 936;
Pub.L. 98—‘223, Title I, §§ 101(c), 111, Mar. 2, 1984, 98 Stat. 38, 40; PubL:-'— )
99576, Title 1, § 108(a), Oct. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 3252; PubL. 100-321, °
§ 2(a), May 20, 1988, 102 Stat. 485; Pub.L. 100-322, Title 1ll, § 312, May
20, 1988, 102 Stat. 534; renumbered and amended Pub.L. 162-—83y :
§§ 4(b)(1), 5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404, 406; Pub.L. 102-86 Title. :
I-§§ 104(a), 105, Aug. 14, 1991, 105 Stat. 415.) o ;

' HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

House Report No. 100-191 and -

H:zz: ?lct.po l‘Ste_rr:Iate lllzcg;m No.2259 and Conference Report No. 100-578H ous:ee
e o. 1298, see 1958 US. 1988 U.S.Code Cong. '

Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 4352.  ~ 432. e Cong. and AdmNews, p..,

{959 Acts. Senate Report No. 660, see” A '
;S;gg US.Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. AT;;.ldm ;l:::andments Subsec. ( ) !
] ; k 3 a).
. : . Pub.L. 102-83, § S(c)(1), substitut
Senate Report No, 661, see 1959 US. . “1110 for “310" and “1113" for '1'31;9._. :
:  Subsec. (b). Pub.L. 102-83, § S(c)(1 .
1962 Act. Senate Report No. 1806, see substituted “1110" for “310” an§d fSl 2(13)"
1962 U.S.Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. for “313" in provision preceding par. m.”

2365.
L Pub.L. 102-83, § 4(b)(1), substituted . ©
1970 Act. House Report No. 91-1166;  “Secre ” for “Admi istrator” i L
see 1970 U.S.Code Cong: and Adm.News, (11). tary” for “Administrator” i pat - ..
_P. 3723. : - : AL 15 T
102-86,

Subsec.  (c)(1). Pub.L.
§ 195(1)(A), substituted “during active
military, naval, or air service” for “dur--+ ~
ing the veteran's service on active duty”.

‘Pub.L. 102-86, § 105(1)(B), substituted-

1981 Act. House Report No. 97-28,
see 1981 US.Code Cong. and Adm.
News, p. 1410..

1984 Act. Senate Report No. 98-249,
see 1984 U.S.Code Cong. and Adm.News,
p.-58. - >

1986 Act. Senate Report No. 99-444
and Explanatory Statement, see 1986
U.S.Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 5468.

:issg Acts. Hol:ise Report No. 100-235
and Statement by President, sce 1988 period.shall be the 30-year period begin-
pS.Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 412. ningon that date in the case of leukemis -
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pub.L. 102-83, § S(c)(1), substituted
“1110" for “310” and “1113" for "313%

. Subsec. (c)3).  Publ. 102-86
§ 104(a), struck out " except that

_ {ollowing par- (10). -
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(other than chronic lymphocytic leu-

kemia)” following “activity”. .
Subsec. (€)(4)(A). Pub.L. 102-86,

§ 105(2)(A), “ingerted “(i)" following

_“means”.

Pub.L. 102-86. § 105(2)(B), added ", or

l (ii) an individual who, while a member

of a'reserve component of the Armed
Forces, panicipated in a radiation:risk
activity during 2 period of active duty
for training or inactive duty training”
preceding aradiation-risk activity”.

Subsec. (c)(#)(B)iii)- Pub.L. 102-83,
§ 3(b)(1). substituted “gecretary” for
“sdministrator”. _

1988 Amendments. Subsec. (b)(13) to

" (15). Pub.L. 100-322 added pars. (13) to
: :

(15). .

Subsec. (€). Pub.L.  100-321 "added
subsec. (¢)- o

1986 Amendment. Subsec. (b)(11),
(12). Pub.L.. 99-576 added pars. (11)
and (12)- : L
1984 Amendment. .. Subsec. - (a).

- pub.L. 98-223,8 101(c), substituted “per-

cent” for “per centum” in pars..(l)-to_(S).
Subsec. (b). ,Pub.L. 98-223, -§ 111,
added par. (10). :

pub.L. 98-223, § 101(c), substituted -

“percent” for “per centum” in provision

1981 Amendment._ Subsec.' (b).
pub.L. 97-37. § a(a)(1). (2), redesignated

_former subsec. {c) as (b) and, as so re-
designated, generally revised structure -

and nomenclature so as to, among the’
-evisions, include anxiety states as a list-
«d discase, and exciude the enumerated
armed conflicts and resulting treatment
\ncurred. Former subsec. (b), relating
«, treatment as a prisoner of war as
deemed in violation of the Geneva Con-
“entions of 1929 and 1949, was’ struck
oul. ) :
Subsee. (c). Pub.L. 97-37, § 4(a)(2),
redesignated ‘subsec. () as (b). '

1970 Amendment. Pub.L. 91-376 in-
«ried refercnce o disabilities in section

_ walchline, designated existing provisions
s subsec. (a), and added subsecs. (b).

and (¢). i

1962 Amendment. Pub.L. 87-645 sub-
-nuited “seven years” for “three years” in
par. (3). -

1959 Amendments. Pub.L. 86-188 in-
rrted par. (5). ' -
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Pub.L. 86-187 substituted “three years”-
for “two years” in par. (4)-

Effective Dates ~

1991 Act. Section’ 104(b) of Pub.L.
102-86 provided that: “No benefit may
be paid by reason of the amendment
made by subsection (a) [amending sub-
sec. (c)(3) of this title] for any period
before the date of the enactment of this
Act [Aug. 14, 1991].”

1988 Act. Section. .2(b) of Pub.L..
100-321, ‘as amended Pub.L. 102-83,
§ 5(c)(2), Aug. 6, 1991; 105 Stat. 406;
provided that: “Subsection (c) of section
1112 of title 38, United States Code [sub-
sec. (c) of this section], as added by
subsection (a), shall take effect on May
1, 1988." : .

.1986 Act. Section 108(b) of Pub.L.
99-576 provided that: “The amendments
made by subsection (a) [amending sub-
sec. (b) of this section] shall take effect
as of October 1, 1986."

1984 Act. Amendment by section
101(c) of Pub.L. 98-223 effective Apr. 1, -
1984, see section 107 of Pub.L. 98-223,
set out as a note under section 1114 of
this title.

Section 114 of Pub.L. 98-223 provided
that: “The amendments -made_by this
part [Part B, §§ 111 to 114, of Title I of
Pub.L. 98-223, amending this section
and sections 1114 and 3011 of this title]
shall take effect as-of October 1, 1983.”

1981 Act. Section 4(b) of PublL.
97-37 provided that: “The amendments
made by subsection (a) [amending this
section] shall take effect 'on October 1,
1981." . '

1962 Act. Section 4 of Pub.L: 87-645

-provided that: -»This Act [amending this .
section and sections 1114 and 5503 of -
this title, and enacting provisions set out

. as a note undér section 1114 of this title]

first calendar month which begins after
the date of enactment of this Act [Sept...
7, 1962], but no payments shall be made
by reason of this Act for any period
before such effective date. - The in-
creased rate of compensation payable to
any veteran entitled thereto on such first
day shall be further increased, for such
month only, in an amount equal to three
times the monthly increase provided for
such veteran by the amendments made
by this Act.” -
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o CROSS REFERENCES

Applicability of this section to veterans with active service after December 31,
1946 for purposes of peacetime disability or death compensation, see 38

USCA § 1137.
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decisions; judicial review, actions, see C.J.S. Armed Services § 264.
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Law Reviews
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' NOTES OF DECISIONS 1

Length of service requirement. 1’ became manifest to a degree of 10 per

Time of manifestation of disease. 2 cent or more within one year from the
_— date of discharge from the enlistment

1. Length of service requirement entered into prior to Nov. ‘11, 1918, this

DISABILITY, ETC., COMPENSATION Ch. 11

(1985) 24 Duquesne L.Rev. 309.

A veteran in service on-Apr. 6, 1917, .

who was discharged therefrom without
serving 90 days during World War 1
could be given the benefit of the provi-
sions of the applicable regulation if he

is to say, within-one year from the date

of discharge under General Orders 55,
G.H.Q.1919; a discharge pursuant to
General Orders 55 definitely terminated.
the enlistment entered into prior to Nov.

hag‘?o days continuous service. 1934, 11 1918; and the immediate reenlist-
A A. 247. ! ment must be considered as a new and

2. Time of manifestation of disease separate peacetime service. 1934, A.D.

In order to be entitled to benefits, it V.A. 236. - : L
must be shown that a chronic disease ' - T

§- 1113. Presumptions rebuttable
(a) Where there is affirmative ewdence to the contrary, or evi-

dence to establish that an intercurrent injury or disease which is a
recognized cause of any of the.diseases within the.purview of

section 1112 or 1116 of this title, has been suffered between the date - .

of separation from service and_the onset of any such diseases, or the
disability is due to the veteran's own willful misconduct, service-

connection pursuant to séction 1112 or 1116 of this title will not be2

in order. - Ca

(b) Nothing in section 1112 or 1116 of this title or subsectlon (a)

of this sectxon shall be construed to prevent the grantmg of service-
198 .
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Ch. 11

connection for any disease or disorder otherwise ‘shown by sound
judgment to have been mcurred in or aggravated by actlve mlhtary
naval, or air service.

- (Pub.L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1120, § 313; Pub.L. 1024, § 2(b),
Feb. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 13; renumbered and amended Pub.L. 102-83, § S(a),

(e)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406.)
HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Revision Notes and Legislative Reports

1958 Act. Senate'Report No. 2259 and -

House Report No. 1298, see 1958 U.S.

" “Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 4352. -

1991 Act. Statement by President, see
1991 U.S.Code Cong. and Adm.News, p.

11.

Amendments
1991 Amendments. Subsecs (a), (b)-
Pub.L. 102-83, § S(c)(1), substituted
“1112" for “312” and “1116” for "316"
wherever appearing.- ’
Pub.L. 102-4 inserted "or 316" after
“section 312" wherever appearing.
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Applicability of this section to veterans with active service after December 31,
1946 for purposes of peaceume dlsablllty or death compensation, see 38

USCA § 337. .

- LIBRARY REFERENCES

American Dlgest System

Veterans' “benefits; compensation for dlsabnlxty, see Armed Servnces &=104.
- Veterans benefits; rights and benehts in general see Armed Services ¢==101

Ency clopedlas

Veterans' benefits; admlmstrauon and payment of benefns conclusiveness of
decisions; judicial review, actions, see C.J.S. Armed Services § 264.
Veterans' benefits; disability compensation, see C.J.S. Armed Services § 255.

Veterans' benefits; general considerations, see C.J.S. Armed Services § 251.

WESTLAW ELECTRONIC RESEARCH

Armed services cases:- 34k[add key number].
See, also, WESTLAW gulde following the Explanatlon pages of this volume.

§ 1114 Rateés of wartime dlsabﬂity compensation

For the purposes of section 1110-of this tltle—_

(a) if and while the disability is rated 10 percent the monthly
compensation shall be $80;

(b) if and while the disability is rated 20 percent the monthly
compensation shall be $151;

(c) if and while the disability is rated 30 percem the monthly
compensation shall be $231;

(d) if and while the dlsablllty is rated 40 percent the monthly
compensation shall be $330; '

(e) if and while the disability is rated 50 percent the monthly

,compensatlon shall be $470; - . e
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Encyclopedias o - : . T
Veterans' benefits; compensation for. dependents and survivors, see CJ.S. Armed
Services § 254. . ' ) .o :

see C.J.S. Armed Services § 255.

Veterans' benefits; disability compensation,
see C.J.S. Armed Services § 251.

Veterans' benefits; general considerations, S 3
Velerans benefits; payment of benefits, see C.J.S. Armed Services § 265. . -
Law Reviews ‘ ot ) . i
A proposed reform of the Feres [

Making intramilitary tort law more civil:
Doctrine. David Schwartz, 95 Yale L.J. 992-(1986). . S
ting the fiscal constitution: The case-of Gramm-Rudman-Hollings. Kate. -
Stith, 76 Cal.L.Rev. 593 (1988). . ) ' o
Why Congress should not legislatively repeal the Feres Doctrine—a struggle in

equity. 18 Texas Tech L.Rev. 819 (1987).

.- Rewri

WESTLAW ELECTRONIC RESEARCH

Armed services cases: 34k[add key number].
See, also, WESTLAW guide following the Explanation paj

NOTES OF I_)ECISIONS

Additional disability from private treat- result of improper treatment in a man-
ment 3 - . - ner contrary to the accepted rules of the ~

Ald and attendance 2

Loss of use. 1

Specll:’lc dlsabulty ratings 4 denint
Weight and conclusiveness of a s- :
trative determinations 5 4. Specific disability ratings 3
' . Where -a Navy enlisted man was
placed on the temporary disability re- "~
tired-list by reason of schizophrenic re-
action, paranoid type, and where, after -

-
-5

cases at the time said additional disabili- "
ty was sustained. 1949, ADV.A. 822.

. 1. Loss of use _

The- functional loss” of use of lower

extremities resulting from service-con-
nected conversion hysteria and not ac- able to function in a protected environ- ")
companied by secoridary anatomical ment, working at a routine job without
changes nevertheless constitutes “loss of possibility of advancement in his field of
use” for the purpose of - entitlement to electronics despite his above-average in-
special monthly compensation under telligence, and where his social adjust- ©
this section. ' 1974, A.D.V.A. 994. - ment was poor and he was incapable of .
: ining a healthy relationship with

2. Ald and attend maintal
. and attendance . family, wife, or friends, denial of disabil- *
As to a veteran who came within the

phrase “or is so helpless as to be in need

1Ay

ity rating of 30 percent was arbitrary .

of regular aid-and attendance” and-was  and-capricious. Davis v. US., 1967,-181 ' F
- Y 4

being maintained by the government in ¢t Cl. 1095. . ;

an institution and was thus furnished Prov's'ion of the Administration [no&v .
ith those benefits in kind, hi iof ¥

w ose benefits in kind, his pension Department] schedule for rating disabili- "

should be reduced to the rate provided _ = ! " h F:
ties calling for ratings in the range of . F -

for total disability while so maintained .
subject to any other limitations. 1933, from 10 percent to 100 percent based on
: thé extent of involvement, assuming .

AD.V.A. 201 -

3. Additional dlsablllty-fro’m private
treatment ' )

joint or group of minor joints presenting_

applies to degenerative’ arthritis dealt;

-Special compensation allowance ma ) ! §
with in.the earlier portion of such provi- .7 ¥

be awarded for additional disability re-

sulting from treatment, by a private phy- sion otherwise degenerative

g ¥
could never be rated at more than 2_0‘,‘.

. sician in 4 private hospital, of an injury. .
" subsequently held to be service-connect- percent disabling regardless of its severi . [
ty. . Andrews v. US., 1963, 163 CLCL;;" E:

ed, provided the additional disability
sustained by the claimant was not the 126. .
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ges of this volume. ~

medical profession followed in -such ER

30 percent, shall be entitled to additional compensati

release from the hospital he was only . 2

te e

ity retirement with the minimum disabil- -

-minimum 10 percent - for each major i

X-ray confirmation of the discase, etc.':"[E.
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weight and conclusiveness of ad- plaintiff's disabili
3 ility may well be -
mmjs!.ratlve determinations . suasive. Cooper v. U.S.,le67 178 Cfgl-
In a suit by a former military person  277. ' ' o
to recover disability retired pay, an Ad- The Administration’ . .
minimall:otnt[hnow Departmen;z)determi- ment] dcté?,:'liﬁ;rt?;:’sn Zfl [tr}:owd D"pmé
nation that the person was 50 percent gicahiliry foular case may not b
disableg at thed!imhe olf1 hisc»i rell;:zise from g;s:gﬂ:{eu:l;ol;amgtgzru;as? g;a_y not be
active duty and that his disability, ser- ; bl ourt of Liaims in a
vice-incurred in an earlier tour of duty, f:; f:f‘;ei d'lsabl:"y rel_ured pay by a for-
was aggravated in his last tour of duty, is disal‘;?ll;t rer G from service with- -
entitled to weight in Court of Claims y retirement with pay; but
such determinations made in the appli-

5.

“review of the man's claim of entitlement -
cation of the schedule which the Admin-

t0. disability rétirement with pay. Day- ; p

). disat istration formulated and un ich i

tes \LS 196?' 1.80 C.Cl. 1136. * operates may well be mr§::s;v‘:h;§’hig
\Whiie. not binding on the -Court of proper construction in the event it is at

Claims. the Administration [now Depart-  all ambiguous. Robinson v. U.S., 19

ment] determinations of the degree of a’ 163 CrClL 235.' ' v 1963,

§ 1115. Addltlonal compensation for dependents

Any veteran entitled to compensation at the rates provi i
n) title I vided
section 1114 of this title, and whose disability is rated nl:)t less th::z
ents in the following monthly amounts: . fon for depepd-
(1) If and while rated totally disabled and— : -
(A) has a spouse but no child, $96; '
(B) has-a-spouse and one or more éhildre
X n, §$16
$50 for each child in excess of one; - : 3163 plus
(C) has no spouse but one or more childre
. , 367
for each child in excess of one; s et
(D) has a _pareqt;dgpendént'upon‘ such veteran for sup-
port, then, in addition to the above amounts, $77 for each
parent so dependent;
(E). notwithstanding the -other isic i
her provisions of this para-
grapl'{, th'e mon_tl.lly p?yable amount on account of a spF:)use
wl.l_o_ is (i) a patient in a nursing home -or (ii) helpless or
blind, or so x'1early helpless or blind as to need or require
the regular aid and attendance of another person, shall be
$178 for a totally disabled veteran and proportionate
amounts for partially disabled veterans in accordance with’
paragraph (2) of this section; and - "
(F) notwithstan'ding the other provisions of this para-
glrlglph, the month!y amount payable on account of each.
chi q-who has analnec.i the age of eighteen-years and who is
pursuing a course of instruction at an.approved education-
.al c1Jnsmutlor.1 shall be $149 for a totally disabled veteran -
and proportionate amounts for partially disabled veterans
in _accordance w1tl_1 paragraph (2) of this section. o
"~ 219 '
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tional compensation to any veteran dur-
ing any period he is in receipt of an
increased rate of subsistence allowance
or education and training allowance on
account of a dependent or dependents,
and redesignated former subsec. (a) as
the entire section.

1960 Amendment.  Subsec. (a).
Pub.L. 86499 authorized payment of
$12 for each living child in excess of
three.

Effective Dates - i

1991 Act: Amendment by Pub.L.
102-3 effective Jan. 1, 1991, see section 7
of Pub.L. 102-3, set out as a note under
section.1114 of this title.

1989 Act.” Amendment by section 102
of Pub. L. 101-237 effective Dec. 1, 1989
see 'section 106 of Pub: L. 101-237,
oult as a note under secuon 1114 of thS
title.

1988 Act. Amendment by Pub.L.

100-687 effective Dec. 1, 1988, see sec-

‘tion 1106 of Pub.L. 100-687 set out as a
" note under section 1114 of this title.

1987 Act: Amendment by Pub.L.
100-227 effective Dec. 1, 1987, see sec- ~

tion 107 of Pub.L. 100-227, set out as a
note under section 1114 of this title.

1986 Acts. Amendment by Pub.L.
99-576 effective Dec. 1, 1986, except that
such amendment not to take effect un-
less benefit amounts payable under sec-

tion 401 et seq. of Title 42, The.Public -

Health and Welfare are increased effec-
“tive Dec. 1, 1986, as a result of a determi-
nation_under section 415(i) of Title 42,
see section 107 of Pub:L. 99-576, set out
as a note under section 1114 of this title.

Amendment by Pub.L. 99-238 effective
Dec. 1, 1985, see section 107 of Pub.L:
99-238, set out as a note under section
1114 of this title.

1984 Acts. Amendment by Pub L.
98-543 effective Dec. 1, 1984, see.section
107 of Pub.L. 98-543, set out as a nolc
under section 1114 of this title. )

Amendment by Pub.L. 98-223 effective
Apr. 1, 1984, see section 107 of Pub.L.
98-223, set out as a note under section
1114 of this title.

1982 Acts. Amendments by -section
102 of Pub.L. 97-306 effective Oct. 1,

1982, see section 108 of Pub.L. 97-306 -

set out as a note under section 1114 -of
this title.

- DISABILITY, ETC., COMPENSATION Ch. 11

Amendment by section 404(b) of
Pub.L. 97-253 effective Oct. 1, 1982, see
section 404(c) of Pub.L. 97-253, set out
as a note under section 1114 of this title.

1981 Act. Amendment by Pub.L.
97-66 effective Oct. 1, 1981, se€ section
701(a) of Pub.L. 97-66, set out as a note
under section 1114 -of this title.

1980 Act. Amendment by Pub.L.
96-385 applicable only to. payments for
months beginning after Sept. 30, 1980,
see section 601(a) of Pub.L. 96-385, set
out as a note under section 1114 of this
title.

1979 Act. Amendment by Pub.L.
96-128 effective Oct. 1, 1979, see section
601(a)(1) of Pub.L. 96-128, set out as a
note under section 1114 of this title.

1978 Act. Amendment by Pub.L.
95-479 effectivé Oct. 1, 1978, see section
401(a) of Pub.L. 95-479, set out as a note
under section ‘1114 of this title.

1977 Act. Amendment by Pub.L.

95-117 effective Oct. 1, 1977, see section

501 of Pub.L. 95-117, set out as a note
under section 1114 of this title.
1976 Act. Amendment by Pub.L.
94-433 effective Oct. 1, 1976, see section
406 of Pub.L. 94433, set out as a note

" . under.section 1101 of this title.

1975 Act. Amendment by Pub.L.

94-71 effective Aug. 1, 1975, see section

301 of Pub.L. 94-71 set out as a note

under section 1114 of this title. -

1974 Act. Amendment by Pub.L.
93-295 cffective May 1, 1974, see section
401 of Pub.L. 93-295, set out as a note
under section 1114 of this title.

1972 -Act. Amendment by Pub.L.
92-328 effective the first day of the sec-
ond calendar-month which begins after
June 30, 1972, see section 301(a) of

.Pub.L. 92-328, set out as a note under

section 1114 of this title.
1970 Act.

9 of Pub.L. 91-376, set out as a note
under section 1114 of this title.

-1965 Acts. Amendment by Pub.L.
89-311 effective the first day of the sec-
ond calendar month-following Oct. 31,
1965, see section 9 of Pub.L. 89-311, set
out as a note under sectlon 1114 of this
title.

Section 2 of Pub.L.’89-137 provided -

that: “The foregoing provisions of this
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Act [amending this section and former
section 1504 of this title] shall become
effective on the first day of the second

calendar month which begins following

the date of enactment of this Act {Aug. -
26, 1965)."

1960 Act. Section 2 of Pub.L. 86499
pronded that: “The amendments made

_by this’ Act [to subsec. (a)(1)(D), (G)}
- shall take effect on the first day of the

second calendar month which begins af-
ter the date of enactment of this Act

[June 8, 1960]."

Repeals )
Section 405(c) of Pub.L. 97-253, set

out in the credit, was repealed by Pub.L.

97-306, § 107. See note under séction
314 of this title;

/
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" Savings Provisions

 Section 1(c) of Pub.L. 89-137 prowded
that: “Any veteran-trainee receiving sub-
sistence " allowance on the date of-the
enactment of this Act [Aug. 26, 1965]
while pursuing a course of- vocational
rehabilitation authorized by chapter 31
of title 38, United States Code, shall not
have such allowance reduced by reason
of the amendments contained in such
Act [amending this section and former
section 1504 of this 'title].”

Cost of Living Increases in Compe.nn
tion Rates :

For limitation on increases in compen-
sation payable under this chapter or
chapter 13 of this title (section 1301 ét
seq.), see section 8005 of Pub.L. 101-508,
set out as a‘'note under section 1101 of

this mle

CROSS REFERENCES

i Ad.dit'ional- monthly -compensation as provided in this section for peacetime
" disability dependents, see 38 USCA § 1135.

LIBRARY REFERENCES -~

- American Digest System

Veterans' benefits; compensation for dlsablhty. see Armed Semm &104. "

Veterans' benefits; rights and benefits in general see Armed Services =101,

Encyclopedlas

Veterans' benefits; compensation for dependems and survivors,

Services § 254.

see CJ.S. Armed

Veterans' benefits; disability compensation, see CJ.S. Armed Semcs § 255.
Veterans' benefits; general considerations, see CJS. Armed Services § 251.

‘WESTLAW ELECTRONIC RESEARCH

Armed services cases: 34k[add key number].
See, also, WESTLAW gmdc following the Explanauon pages of this volume.

§ 1116. Presumptions of service connection for diseases asso-
. clated with exposure to certaln herbicide agents

(a)(1) For the purposes of section 1110 of this title, and subject <0

section 1113 of this title

(A) a disease specified in paragraph (2) of this subsection'
becoming manifest as specified in that paragraph in a veteran
who, during active military, naval, ‘or air service, served in the
Republic of Vietnam during-the Vietnam éra; and )

(B) each additional disease (if any) that (1) the Secretary
determines in regulations prescribed under this section war-"
rants a presumption of service-connection by reason of having
positive association with exposure to an herbicide agent, and
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(2) becomes manifest within the period (if any) prescribed in
such regulations in a veteran who, during active military, naval,
or air servicé, served in the Republic'of Vietnam during the
Vietnam era and while so serving was exposed to that herbicide
 agent. _ - : : BN
shall be considered to have been incurred in or aggravated by such

service, notwithstanding that there is no record of evidence of such-

disease during the period- of such service. - :
(2) The diseases referred to in paragraph (1)(A) of this subsection
are the following: _ '
" (A) Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma- becoming manifest to a de-
gree of disability of 10 percent or more.

(B)- Each soft-tissue sarcoma becoming manifest to a degree -

of disability of 10 percent or more other than osteosarcoma,
chondrosarcoma, Kaposi's sarcoma, or mesothelioma.

(C) Chloracne or another. acneform disease consistent with -

chloracne becoming manifest to a degree of disability of 10
percent or more within one year after the last date on which
the veteran performed active military, naval, or air service in

the Republic of Vietnam during the Vietnam era.
(3) For the purposes of this subsection, a veteran who, during
active military, naval, or-air service, served in the Republic of
Vietnam during the Vietnam era and has a disease referred to in

paragraph (1)(B) of this subsection shall be presumed to have been

exposed during such service to an herbicide agent containing dioxin
or 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic acid, and may be presumed to have
been exposed during such service to any-other chemical compound

in an herbicide agent, unless there is affirmative evidence to estab- -

lish- that the veteran was not exposed to any such agent during that

service. ) i '
(4) For purposes of this section, the term “herbicide agent” means

a chemical in an herbicide used in support of the United States and

allied military operations in the Republic of Vietnam during the

Vietnam era. - . _
(b)(1) Whenever the Secretary determines, on the basis of sound
. medical and scientific evidence, that a positive association exists
between (A) the exposure of humans to an herbicide agent, and (B)
the occurrence of a disease in humans, the Secretary shall prescribe
regulations providing that a presumption of service connection is
warranted for that disease for the purposes of this section. '

(2) In making determinations for the purpose of this subsection,
the Secretary shall take into account (A) reports received-by the
Secretary from the National Academy of Sciences under section 3
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of the Agent Orange Act o_f 1991, and (B) all other sound medical
and scientifi¢ information and analyses available to the Secretary.
In evaluating any study for the purpose of making such determina-
\ions, the Secretary shall take into consideration whether the results

-are statistically significant, are capable of replication, and with-

stand peer review. —

(3) An association between the occurrence of a disease in humans
and exposure to an herbicide agent shall be considered to be
positive for the purposes of this section if the credible evidence for
the association is equa
against the association. )

(c)(1)(A)- Not later than 60 days after the date on which the
Secretary receives a report f
under section_3 of the Agent Orange Act of 1991, the Secretary shall
determine whether a presumption of service connection is warrant-
ed for each disease covered by the report. If the Secretary deter-
mines that such a presumption is warranted, the Secretary, not later
than 60 days after making the determination, shall issue proposed
regulatith setting-forth the Secretary’s determination.

(B) If the Secretary determines that a presumption of service
connection is not warranted, the Secretary, not later than 60 days
after making the determination, shall publish in the Federal Reg-
ister a notice of that determination. The notice shall include an
explanation of the scientific basis for that determination. If the
disease already is included in regulations providing for a presump-
tion of service connection, the Secretary, not later than 60 ‘days
after publication of the notice of a determination that the presump-
tion is.not warranted, shall issue proposed regulations removing the
presumption for the disease.

(2) Not later than 90 days after thé date on which the Secretary

. issues any proposed regulations under this subsection, the Secretary

shall issue final regulations. Such regulations shall be effective on
the date of -issuance. : -
(d) Whenever a disease is removed from regulations prescribed
under this section— . . '
(1) a veteran who was .awarded compensation for such dis-
ease on the basis of the presumption provided in subsection (a)
before the effective date of the removal shall continue to be
entitled to receive compensation on that basis; and _
@) a survivor of a veteran who was awarded dependency and
indemnity compensation for the death -of a veteran resulting
from such disease on the basis of such presumption shall
' 227 - .
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rom the National Academy of Sciences .
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. continue to be entitled to receive dependency and indemnity
‘compensation on such basis. ' '

(e) Subsections (b) through (d) shall cease to be effective 10 years -

DISABILITY, ETC., CC PENSATION Ch. 11

after .the first day of the fiscal year in which the National Academy
of Sciences transmits to the Secretary the first report under section
'3 of the Agent Orange Act of 1991. 3 :

(Added Pub.L. 1024, § 2(a)(1); Feb. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 11 §.316 renumber-
ed and amended PubL 102-83, § 5(a), (;)(l), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406.)

HISTORICAL AND STA‘I'UTdRY NOTES

Revision Notes and Leginl:'itlve Reports
1991 Act. Statement by President, see
:?91 U.S.Code Cong. and Adm.News, p.

References in Text ’

_Section 3 of the Agent Orange Act of

1991, referred to in subsecs. (b)(2),

(c)(1)(A), and (e), is section 3 of Pub.L.

102-4, Feb. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 13, which is

- set out as a note under section 1154 of
this title. N '

Amendments

1991 Amendment. Subsec. (a)(1)..
102-83, § 5(c)(1), substituted -

Pub.L.
“1110” for “310” and “1113” for "313".

Agreement - With Nal,lonal_ Academy of.
Science for Review "and Evaluation
Regarding Assoclations Between Dis-

eases and Exposure to Dioxin and °

Other Chemical Compounds in Her-

bicides Used in Vietnam

Section 3 of Pub.L. 1024, as amended
Pub.L. 102-86, Title V, § 503(a), (b)(1),
Aug. 14, 1991, 105 Stat. 424, 425, provid-
ed that:

“(_a) Purpose.—The purpose of this
section is to providé for the National
Academy of Sciences, an independent
nonprofit scientific organization with
- appropriate expertise which is not part

of the Federal Government, to review .

and evaluaté the availableé scientific evi-
dgnce regarding associations between
diseases and exposure to dioxin and oth-
er chemical compounds in herbicides.

“(b) Agreement.—The Secretary shall
seek to enter into an agreement with the
National Academy of Sciences for the
Academy to perform the services cover-
ed by this section. The Secretary shall
seek to enter into such agreement not.
later than two months after the date of
the enactment of the Veterans' Benefits

Programs Improvernent Act of 1991
[Aug. —, 1991]..

“(c) Review of scientific evidence.—
Under an agreement between the Sécre-
tary ‘and the National Academy of Sci-
ences under this section; the Academy
shall review and summarize the scien-
tific evidence, and assess the strength
thereof, concerning the association be-
tween exposure to an herbicide used in

support of the United States and allied

military operations in the Republic of
Vietnam during the Vietnam era and
each disease suspected to be associated
with such exposure.

“(d) Scientific determinations " con-
cerning diseases.—(1) For each disease
reviewed, the Academy shall determine
(to” the -extent that available scientific
data permit meaningful determina-
tions)— .

“(A) whether a statistical association
with herbicide exposure exists, taking
into account the strength of the scien-
tific evidence and the appropriateness
-of the statistical and epidemiological
methods used to detect the association;.

“(B) the increased risk of the -dis-
ease among those exposed to herbi-
cides during service in the Republic of

Vietnam during the Vietnam era; and

“(C) whether there exists a plausible

biological mechanism or other evi-

- dence of a causal relationship between
herbicide exposure and the disease.

“(2) The Academy shall include in its

reports under subsection.(g) a full dis-
cussion of the scientific evidence and
reasoning that led to its conclusions un-
der this subsection.

" “(e) Recommendations for additional .

scientific studies.—The’ Academy shall
make any recommendations it has for
additional scientific studies to resolve ar-
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cas of .continuing scientific uncertainty
relating to herbicide exposure. In mak-

‘ing recommendations for further study,

the Academy shall consider the scientific

- .information that is currently available,

(he value and relevance of the informa-
sjon that could result from additional
siudies, and the cost and feasibility of
-arrying out such additional studies.

“(f) Subsequent reviews.—An agree-
ment under.subsection (b) shall require
(he National Academy of Sciences—

“(1) to conduct as comprehensive a
review' as is practicable of the evi®
‘dence referred to in subsection (c) that
became available since the last review
of such evidence under this section;
and : -

“(2) to make-its determinations and .
estimates on the basis of the results of
such review and ail other reviews con-
ducted for the purposes of this section.
“(g) Reports.—(1) The agreement be-

\ween the Secretary and the National
Academy- of Sciences shall require the
Academy to transmit 1o the Secretary
and the Committees on Veterans' Affairs

" of the Senate and House of Representa-

lives periodic written reports regarding
the Academy’s activities under the agree-
ment. Such reports shall be submitted
1t least once-every two years (as mea--
tured from the date of the first report).

“(2) The first report under this subsec-
tion shall be-transmiitted. not later than
‘e end of the 18-month period. begin-
ning on the date of the enactment of this
Act [Feb. 6, 1991]. That report shall
include (A) the determinations and dis-
cussion referred to in subsection (d), (B)
“any recommendations of the Academy

under subsection (e), and (C) the recom- ~

mendation of the Academy as to.whether
the . provisions of each of sections 6
through 9 [sections 6 through 9 of Pub.L.
102—4, set out as notes under this sec-
tion] should be implemented by the Sec-
retary. In making its recommendation
with respect to each such section, the
Academy shall consider the scientific in-
formation that is currently available, the
value-and relevance of the information
that could result from implementing that
section, and the cost and feasibility of
implementing that section. If the Acade-
my recommends that the provisions of
section 6 [section 6 of Pub.L. 102-4, set
out as a note,under this section] should
be implemented, the Academy shall also
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recommend the means by which clinical
data referred to in that section could be
maintained in the most scientifically
useful way. . :

“(h) Limitation on authority.—The
authority to enter into agreements under
this section shall be effective for a fiscal
year to the extent that appropriations
are available. -

“(1) Sunset.—This section shall cease
to be effective 10 years after the last day
of the fiscal year in which the National
Academy of Sciences -transmits to the
Secretary the first report under subsec-
tion (g). .

“(J) Alternative contract scientific or-

tion.—If the Secretary is unable

. within the time period prescribed in sub-

section (b) to enter into an agreement
with the National Academy of Sciences
for the purposes of this section on terms’
acceptable to the Secretary, the Secre-
tary shall seek to enter into an agree-.
ment for the purposes of this section
with another appropriate scientific orga-
nization that is not part of the Govern-
ment and operates as a not-for-profit en-
tity and that has expertise and objectivi-
ty comparable to that of-the National
Academy of Sciences. If the Secrétary
enters into such an agreement with an-
other organization, then any reference
in this section and in.section 316 of title
38, United States Code (as added by sec-
tion 2) [section 316 of this title], to the
National Academy of Sciences shall be’
treated as a reference to the other orga-

" pization.”

- (k) Liability insurance.—(1) The Sec-
retary may provide liability insurance
for the National Academy of Sciences or
any other contract .scientific organiza-
tion to cover any claim for money dam-
ages for injury, loss of property, person-
al injury, or death caused by any negli-
gent or wrongful act or omission of any
person referred to in paragraph (2) in
carrying out any of the following re-
sponsibilities of the Academy or such
other organization, as the case may be,
under an agreement entered into with
the ‘Secretary pursuant to this section:

“(A) The review,. summarization, .
and assessment of scientific evidence
referred to in subsection (c).

“(B)- The making of any determina-
tion, on the basis of such review and
assessment, regarding the matters set
out in clauses (A) through (C) of sub-

RN
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(b) The Secretary. shall

of this section.
- following a review of any.

established and shall take

(B A description
be paid.

associated with each such illness.

1

operations during the Persian Gulf War:

Revision Notes and-Legislative Reports.
1994  Acts. Related House .Report No.
103-669, see 1994 U.S. Code Cong. and Adm.
News.p.3681. - . EEEET
Auth.orizatiqn. for [Epidemiological _Studles ’
Section 110 of Pub.L. 103446 provided that:
“(a) Study of health consequences.of Per-
sian Gulf Service.—If the National Academy of
Sciences includes in the report required by sec-
tion 706(b) of the Veterans Health Care.Act of
"-1992: (Public Law 102-585) [set out-in a note
under section 527 of this title] a finding that
) there is a sound basis for an epidemiological
study or studies on the',hea.lt.h.consequencea of
service in the Persian Gulf theater of operations
during the Persian Gulf War and recommends

(A) A description of the period and
in connection with which compensation
of the illnesses fq

three identified studies as supporting statement,
that there was no association between. prostate
.cancer and herbicide exposure, those studies
actually showed a. positive but not statistically.
significant association, while other . studies -

On review of determination by Secretary.of
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) as to
whether there was a service conne_ect:ion between

§ 1117. Cbmpénshtidn for dis;abiliti.tes occul

(2) Those regulations shall include the following: .

38.§ 1117

i .
particular diseases and herbicide exposure in
Vietnam, considering unusual statutory scheme

" under Agent Orange Act, under which nongov-
ernmental, independent scientific entity was ‘giv-
en the-function of reviewing and evaluating the

Dept. of Veterans Affairs, C.A.Fed.1995, 66 F3d scientific evidence, and making recommendation

to Secretary, an extremely strong. showing of
error was required for reversal of determination’

85 to whether particular disease should be given ~ .

presumption of service connection. LeFevre v.-
Secretary, Dept: of Veterans Affairs, CA.Fed. -
1995, 66 F.3d 1191, rehearing denied. i

rring in Persian Gulf War veterans -

(a) The Secretary may pay compensation under this subchapter to any Persian Guif
veteran suffering from a chronic disability
combination of undiagnosed illnesses) that— L S _

(1) became manifest during service on active duty in the Armed Forees in the
Southwest Asia theater of operations during the Persian Gulf War; or '
(2) became manifest to a degree of 10
period preseribed under subsection (b). Co
¢ prescribe by regulation the period of time.following service in
the Southwest Asia theater of operations during the Persian Gulf War that_the
. Secretary determines is appropriate for presumption of service connection for purposes
The Secretary’s determination of such period of time shall be .made
available credible medical or scientific evidence and the
historical treatment afforded disabilities for which manifestation periods have been
into account other
experiences of veterans of the Persian Gulf War.

(eX(1) The Secretary shall prescribe regulations to

resulting from an undjagnoged_ illness (or
percent-or more within the presumptive

pertinent circumstances regarding the

carry out this section.

geographical area or areas of military service

(C) A description of g.nﬁl;glevant medical

under this section may be paid.
which compensation under this section may

characteristic '(éuch asa latency beriod)

(d) A disability for which compensation under this subéilapter' ispayable shall be -
considered to be service connected for purposes of all other laws of the United

(e) For purposes of this section, the term . _ i
who served on active duty in the Armed Forces in the Southwest . Asia theater of -

) States.
“Persian Gulf veteran” means a veteran

(Added Pub.L.. 103446, Title I, § 106(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 108,Sta. 4650,
"' HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

the conduct of such a study or studies, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs is authorized to
carry out such study. . .
*“(b) Oversight.—(1) The Secretary ghall -
seek to enter into an agreement with the Medi- i
cal Follow-Up Agency (MFUA) of the Institute
of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences
for (A) the review of proposals to conduct the

. Tesearch referred to in subsection (a), (B) over-

sight of such research, and (C) review of the

research findings. . . . . .
*(2) If the Secretary is unable to enter into

an agreement under paragraph (1) with- the

- entity specified in that paragraph, the Secretary

61.

shall enter into an agreement described in that
paragraph with another appropriate scientific
organization which does not have a connection to




