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The purpose of this memorandum is to call your attention to this 
very important celebration to take place throughout the month of 
May. we are planning many events here in Washington to mark this 
milestone, including a kickoff celebration led by Secretary 
Shalala> a Congressional event, a Media Roundtable, and a dialogue 
event with all the former Commiseioners of the Administration on 
Aging. In addition, States and localitiee will be celebrating this 
event ia many different ways all acroBS the country. 

I would like to invite you to use any of these venues as you see 
fit to further convey the Administration's solid commitment to 
seniors and their concerns. I would also request that a 
proclamation be issued from the White House again this year to B ^ 
distinguish this special occasion, and when such a proclamation be H T 
issued, that a signing ceremony of note take place to highlight | • 
this occasion. Perhaps one of the Administration on Aging's events, 
for Older Americans Month, tha White House Conference on Aging, in 
particular when the President addresses the 2,259 delegates on May 
3, or a special event at the White House would be appropriate. 

As the Assistant Secretary for Aging, I can assure you that this 
gesture would be greatly applauded and appreciated by older 
Americans nationwide. I would be happy to discuss these ideas with 
you further, and hope to hear from you soon with your thoughts or 
comments. l can be reached at 202/401-4541. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Office of the Secretary 
Administration on Aging 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

February 23, 1995 

Memorandum 

TO: Carol Rasco, Domestic P o l i c y Council 

FROM: Fernando M. To r r e s - G i l , A s s i s t a n t Secretary f o r Aging 

SUBJECT: Older Americans Month, 1995 

I wanted t o take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o touch base and t o a l e r t you t o 
a very important event t h a t i s r a p i d l y approaching — i n a d d i t i o n 
t o the much-awaited White House Conference on Aging, scheduled t o 
take place May 2 through 5 here i n Washington, D.C. — Older 
Americans Month. 

As you may r e c a l l , May i s t r a d i t i o n a l l y designated by the President 
as Older Americans Month, a month s p e c i f i c a l l y set aside t o honor 
the many c o n t r i b u t i o n s of our Nation's 33 m i l l i o n older Americans. 
We are g r e a t l y looking forward t o t h i s year's c e l e b r a t i o n , and we 
i n the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n on Aging and the Department of Health and 
Human Services are planning many events t o acknowledge our older 
pop u l a t i o n , past and present and f u t u r e . I t i s customary f o r the 
President t o issue a proclamation designating May as Older 
Americans Month, a t r a d i t i o n begun by President John F. Kennedy i n 
1963 as Senior C i t i z e n s Month, and changed t o Older Americans Month 
i n 1980 by President Jimmy Carter. President C l i n t o n has 
proclaimed May as Older Americans Month since he has been i n 
o f f i c e , and t h i s gesture has been g r e a t l y appreciated by m i l i o n s of 
senior c i t i z e n s , i n p a r t i c u l a r our proud veterans, t h e i r f a m i l i e s 
and the remarkable network of aging service providers and 
volunteers throughout the country. 

This Older Americans Month i s very s p e c i a l . Not only does i t occur 
simultaneously w i t h the White House Conference on Aging, i t also 
w i l l mark the 30th anniversary of the si g n i n g of the Older 
Americans Act, one of the most successful s o c i a l service program 
f o r older Americans of a l l time. As you know, the Older Americans 
Act, administered by the U.S. A d m i n i s t r a t i o n on Aging, whose 
programs are provided t o seniors by a vast aging services network 
of State and area agencies on aging, t r i b a l o r g a n izations, and 
thousands of service providers o f f e r s a continuum of home and 
community-based care t h a t enables older Americans t o remain 
independent and l i v i n g i n homes and communities through t h e i r 
mature years, i t i s a program t h a t enjoys tremendous b i - p a r t i s a n 
support and has l i t e r a l l y saved l i v e s over i t s t h i r t y year 
existence. 
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The purpose of t h i s memorandum i s to c a l l your attention to t h i s 
very important celebration to take place throughout the month of 
May. We are planning many events here i n Washington to mark t h i s 
milestone, including a kickoff celebration led by Secretary 
Shalala, a Congressional event, a Media Roundtable, and a dialogue 
event with a l l the former Commissioners of the Administration on 
Aging. In addition. States and l o c a l i t i e s v ; i l l be celebrating t h i s 
event i n many d i f f e r e n t ways a l l across the country. 

I would l i k e to i n v i t e you to use any of these venues as you see 
f i t to further convey the Administration's s o l i d commitment to 
seniors and t h e i r concerns. I would also request that a 
proclamation be issued from the White House again t h i s year to 
distinguish t h i s special occasion, and when such a proclamation be 
issued, that a signing ceremony of note take place to hi g h l i g h t 
t h i s occasion. Perhaps one of the Administration on Aging's events 
for Older Americans Month, the White House Conference on Aging, i n 
pa r t i c u l a r when the President addresses the 2,259 delegates on May 
3, or a special event at the White House would be appropriate. 

As the Assistant Secretary for Aging, I can assure you that t h i s 
gesture would be greatly applauded and appreciated by older 
Americans nationwide. I would be happy to discuss these ideas with 
you further, and hope to hear from you soon with your thoughts or 
comments. I can be reached at 202/401-4541. 
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POTENTIAL PRIVATE SECTOR SPONSORS 

American Medical Association 

Baxter Healthcare Corporation 

Commonwealth Edison 

Hoechst Celanese Corporation 

I l l i n o i s Blue Cross 

I l l i n o i s State Medical Association 

Motorola, Incorporated 

N a t i o n a l Chamber of Commerce 

P f i z e r , Incorporated 

Procter & Gamble 

Quaker Oats 
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