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Summary 
Final Agenda 

Notice Published in the Federal Register on 2/2/95 

The Policy Committee of the White House Conference on Aging has developed the fmal agenda for 
the May 1995 Conference. To formulate this final agenda, the Policy Committee used public 
comments received on the proposed agenda published October 12, 1994, in the Federal Register and 
recommendations emanating from several hundred pre-conference events held around the country. 

The notice to be published in the Federal Register contains four sections: 

Part I is an overview of the 915 comments received on the four proposed themes and 19 issues in 
the proposed agenda. The issue on which the most comments were received was health, followed 
by income security and housing/social and community services. 

Part I I specifies the theme for the Conference: "America Now and into the 21st Century: 
Generations Aging Together with Independence. Opportunity and Dignity." 

Part I I I specifies the issues and subissues for which resolutions are to be developed as well as the 
structure of the Conference program. The four issues are: 

o Assuring Comprehensive Health Care Including Long-term Care 
o Promoting Economic Security 
o Maximizing Housing and Support Service Options 
o Maximizing Options for a Quality Life 

There are from four to seven subissues under each issue. Permeating the discussion of these issues 
and subissues will be the cross-cutting concerns of interdependence of generations/families, lifespan 
planning and special populations. 

The Conference will begin Tuesday, May 2 with a speak out for delegates and on Wednesday 
morning the Conference will formally open. On Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning and 
afternoon, each delegate will have the oppormnity to participate in developing resolutions for three 
of the four issues/subissues. Friday will conclude the Conference with delegates voting on 
resolutions to result from the Conference. 

Part IV describes the process to be used to develop and pass resolutions at the Conference. There 
are two avenues by which resolutions will be acted on by the full White House Conference on 
Aging. The first is through issue resolution development sessions covering the four major issues of 
the Conference. Delegates at these sessions will work with a series of proposed resolutions drawn 
from a variety of sources, including pre-conference recommendations. The other avenue is that any 
delegate who can enlist support from 10% of the total delegates can introduce a resolution to the full 
Conference during the closing session. The Policy Committee placed a limit of 40 on the number of 
resolutions emanating from the issue resolution development sessions without any limit on 
resolutions from individual delegates. 



X E C U T I V E O F F I C E O F T H E P R E S I D E N T 

l O - A p r - 1 9 9 5 01:55pm 

5>̂  

TO: 

FROM: 

(See Below) 

Jeremy D. Benami 
Domestic P o l i c y Council 

SUBJECT: Aqincr Meeting 

F i n a l c o n f i r m a t i o n ! 

Meeting i s at 1:00 Tuesday room 211 

I have assembled the f o l l o w i n g agenda items. Please e mail me 
w i t h a d d i t i o n s . My only suggestion i s t h a t we steer away from the 
b i g p i c t u r e questions we can't answer at our pay grade and focus 
on what we can address - such as the items l i s t e d below! 

( l . Program f o r Opening Plenary 
P - who besides POTUS is/should be i n v i t e d t o speak 

^cl^cU/.^^. <^^<T.^/ c,--c folV^ Atwi Q 1 0 f x j ^ . 
2. Media Strategy 

- what media o p p o r t u n i t i e s have been planned 
- what requests have been made , 

CW-^- what o p p o r t u n i t i e s e x i s t t o plug delegates f o r regional 
media 

^ \ ^ - general brainstorming focussing i n p a r t i c u l a r on 
s p e c i a l i t y / a g i n g press 

AyjC^. S a t e l l i t e s i t e s 
- s t a t u s r e p o r t on planning, funding, e t c . 
- how should we reach out t o mayors, govs 
- what l e v e l admin re p r e s e n t a t i o n should we aim for? 

(^4. Pre-Conference r o l l o u t 
- F i r s t Lady event 
- Report on other events planned? 
- Should we look t o a Cabinet p r e - r o l l o u t ? 

^ , ^ 0 ^ Discussion re groups/(5)A.v<LP«ri<S Cr<T-p-̂(»S> r,r-o„r.Q 
^ . - what s o r t of outreach t o and c o o r d i n a t i o n w i t h the groups 
- pre-conference should we be doing? 

I've set the meeting f o r an hour and a h a l f because I t h i n k these 
are a l l t o p i c s t h a t r e q u i r e some d e t a i l e d discussion. I hope most 
of you can come f o r the whole time and w i l l understand i f I t r y t o 
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULED FOR: 
MAY 2-5, 1995 

WASHINGTON, D,C, HILTON HOTEL 

PROPOSED AGENDA NOTICE GENERATES GRASSROOTS RESPONSE 
Ri l l ow ing the W H C o A Policy 

Coi i i in i l lee's approval o f a proposed 

agenda lor tlie Conl'erence on 

ISSUES RECEIVING MOST 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Heal lh/Long-Terni Care 

Income Security and Other 

Benel'ils 

Housing/Social and 

Coi i i i in in i ty Services 

Cr ime and Personal Safety 

Interdependence of Generations 

Qual i ty of L i fe/Meaning in 

Later Years 

Special Constituencies 

Productive Older People 

Empkiynici i t 

10. Older Americans Act 

11. Transportation 

12. Rights/Responsibil i t ies/ 

Advocacy 

Arts and Humanities 

1.1. Image ol Older People 

1.4. Reseurch/Cducation/Trainii ig 

Cultural Diversity 

16. Family and f a m i l y Li fe 

17. Role of the Private Sector 

18. Technology 

October.'5. 1994, the W H C o A 

received a total 01915 responses 

to the notice announcing the pro-

po.sed themes and issues, which 

appeared in the Federcil Rugisler 

on October 12. 

The comments, which arrived 

by mai l , ra,\, and the internet, repre­

sented appro.ximately 275 oigan-

izations, including such groups as 

the Alzheimer 's Association, the 

American Dental Association, 

the American Foundation Tor the 

Bl ind, the Foster Grandparent Pro­

gram, the National Senior Citizens 

Law Center, the American Institute 

of Wine and Food, and the Amer i ­

can Library Association. 

The Fcdciiil Kcgi.':rcr notice 

contained tour proposed themes, 

and the public was invited either 

to chouse one from the list ol four 

or to recommend a new theme 

altogether A total of 463 com­

ments concerning the proposed 

themes arrived at WHCoA head­

quarters. Ainarii;ci Now and into 

- ihc 21st Ct;nfnry: Ciirnvirif^ OltU'r 

with Independence, Opportunity, 

and Dignity received the most 

support, with Aj^ing into the 21st 

Century: Generations Workini; 

President Clinton greets a senior While House volunteer 

To i ^e the r f o r a B e t t e r C o n m i u n i t y n 

second choice. A significant number 

of" responses concerning the theme 

SLiggested either hybrids of the four 

themes or possible new themes. 

The issues generating most o f 

the comments were He i i l t l i , Income 

Secur i ly and Othe r BencHts. 

Huusing/Social and C o m m u n i t y 

.Services, Cr ime/Persona l Safety, 
continued on page 2 

Focus Groups Spotlight Seniors' Concerns 
' 'Don' t mess wi th Social Securi ly! How long w i l l 1 be able to reiriain inde­

pendent'? Change the way the media portrays the e lder ly ! " 

These are just soinc of the messages that have been sent to the Administrat ion 

through the White House Cimference on Aging's ongoing focus group project. 

The project, conductcti by the Universi ty of New Mexico Center on Aging in 

cooperation wi th the Gerontological Society of America, began its work last 

February on the same day that President Cl inton of f ic ia l ly called for the White 

House Conference on Aging. 

Feats ;uul concerns included health, finances, sccui ity, depentlency and a 

sense of worthlessncss. The metiiti wtis often identif ied as promoting a lalse. 

negative image of older people although participants indicated that their local 

media was more bakinced in its portrayals. Other f<iciis group participants pointed 

to young people as also advancing a false notion of the elderly being helpless and 

burdens to society. The keys to healthy aging were identif ied as involvement in 

daily anil regular activit ies, volunteering, and a good mental outlook. 

Participants of the focus groups made it clear that although they tire e.\per-

iencing many challenges. Ihey stil l possess tremendous wisdom, energy and 

cxpcncncc and vvish to he treated as such. As one senior remarketl. " The eldeily 

are smarter than you think." Another senior at the first focus group in Florida 

commented that the W H C o A was first to ask him his opinions on aging in the 

14 years since he ret i iet l . " 

[^(K'us groups play a vital role in the White House Conference i>n Aging 

as it strives to identify and make public both the problems and contributions of 

older inti ividuii ls. The W H C o A is hearing the concerns and views of seniors all 

across the Nation through this project, and through the appro.xiniately 61)1) pre-

conlerencc events taking place throughout the country. 

Recommendations from the White House Conference on Ag ing w i l ! be 

the basis for ntitional aging pol icy for lhe 21 st century. 

Helen Kerschner, of Ihe University of New Mexico, leads focus group in Utile 
Rock, AR. 

The focus group projeci, funded by lhe Retireinent Research Foundation and 

the Corporation lor National Service, involves the collection of candid, qualitative 

data f rom senit)rs at the gi"ass-roots level. The most recent f indings came from a 

group of 192 seniors in 11 different locations across the country who were asked 

to respond to questions about a) what it means to get older, b) the special con­

cerns of older persons, c) treatment by the media, d) the keys to healthy l iv ing, 

and e) generationtil relationships. 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
ON AGING 
501 SCHOOL STREET, SW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20024 

TO: 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 

DHHS/NIH 
Permit No. G-763 
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POLICY COMMIHEE APPROVES FINAL AGENDA 
Also Increases Number of Delegates and Approves Observers 

Meeting lor its third time on 
January 25, 1995, the WHCoA Policy 
Committee unanimously approved 
the final agenda and resolution 
process for the 1995 White House 
Conference on Aging. The Policy 
Committee tilso incretised the total 
number of delegates by 259 to 
a total of 2259 and approved 
250 observers. 

BOTH FINAL AGENDA AND 
RESOLUTION PROCESS APPROVED 

In Lleciding on issues for the 
final Conference agenda, the WHCoA 
Policy Committee, chaired by Sen. 
David Pryor (D-Arkansas;, considered 
both public commenis and reports and 
recommeiuiations from hundreds of 
officially recogni/ed WHCoA evenls 
throughout the country. Four broad 
issues comprise the final agenda. 
They are: (1) Assiiriiij" Compre­
hensive Health.Care Including 
Loiip-Tcrm Care. (2) Promoting 
Ecnniiniic Security, (3) Maximiz­
ing Housing and Support Service 
Oplinns, and (4) Maximizing 
Options for a Quality Life. There 
are from four to seven subissues 
under each main issue (see chart, 
page 2). 

Pryor called the agenda "respon­
sive and responsible, ensuring that 
this White 1-louse Conference on 
Aging will be different thtm any 
of its three predecessors." Also 
commenting on the final agenda. 
Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Donna F. Shalala noted. 
"This is the first time in WHCoA 
history that the public has had a 
direct impact on lhe agendti. Senior 
citizens, volunteers, pi'ofessionals 
and advocates all ctintrihuted." 

President Clinton and the First Lady with Medal ol Freedom recipient Herb Block, 
age 85, who, as a nationally syndicated cartoonist, is an excellent example of 
productive aging in America. 

Considering suggestions from 
citizens and experls, the Policy 
Committee decided that the 1995 
White House Conference on Aging 
will focus on producing a small num­
ber of aclion-orienled resohitions. 

All resolutions must be voted 
on by the delegates in the final 
plenary. There are two ways by 
which resolulions may reach that 
session tor considera[lion. The tirst 
is through issue resolution devel­
opment sessions covering the four 
major agenda issues. Delegales 
at these .sessions will work wilh a 
series of proposed resolutions drawn 
from a vtiriety of sources hut giving 
great emphasis to pre-conlerence 
event recommendations. 

The second method by which 
resolutions mav be considered is 

indepemlent of the issue resolutii.in 
development sessions. Any dele­
gate who c;in enlist the suppori of 
10% of the total delegates may also 
intrtiduce his/her resolution lo the 
full Conference during the closing 
session. The Policy Committee has 
placed a limit of 40 resolutions on 
the total coming from the issue 
development sessions, with no 
limit on those from individuals. 

NUMBER OF DELEGATES 
INCREASED 

The November election pro­
duced 18 new C'lovernors and 
brought about lutijor changes in 
the composition of Congress. At 
its January 25 meeting the WHCoA 
Policy Commiuce responded to 
these changes by adding 259 new 
delegates. Senator Pryor noted. 
"We oiler this proposal in lhe spirit 
of biptirtisanship to ensure lhat till 
new Members of Congress and 

Senator Bill Cohen (R-ME), WHCoA Executive Director Bob Blancato. and 
Senator David Pryor (D-AR) attend Ihe January 25, 1995. meeting of Ihe 
WHCoA Policy Committee. 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
ON AGING 
501 SCHOOL STREET, SW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20024 

TO: 

each new Governor will have Ihe 
opportunity to name delegates to 
the Conference." 

Fach state, the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico will 
have three tidditiontil delegates. 
Each territory will have one addi­
tional delegate. Each new Member 
of Congress will litive one delegtile. 

With the change, the number 
of state and territorial delegates 
could increase to a total of 1062. up 
from 901. The number of delegates 
named by Members of Congress 
could increase to a total of 638, up 
from 540. Olher delegates to the 
Conference will be named by con­
stituent organizations Onclutling 
national aging organizalions and 
veterans groups). Ihe White House. 
Ihe Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, and the WHCoA. 

250 OBSERVERS APPROVED 
The Policy CommitlL'c: 

iilso urciitcti 250 obser ver slols. 
Obsei vers will be invited u> 
ciltend lhe Conference bul will 
be unable lo vole on Conference 
re.solulions. In iiddilion, observers 
must pay iill iheir own expenses, 
including a nominal registration 
fee. Observers will be named in 
March. 

Calendars!̂  
Conference Date, 

May 2 5 "1995', ' 

Conference Location 
Washington, D C ^ \ 

'•" Hikon Hotel 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 

DHHS/NIH 
Permit No. G-763 
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1994 

WHCoA PROPOSED AGENDA AWAITS PUBLIC COMMENT 
For the firsl l ime in the history of 

White House Conferences on Ag ing , 

(he public is being invited lo help set 

lhe agenda for lhe Conference 

scheduled for M a y 2-5, 1995. 

Folli>wing a unanimous vole 

of approval by the W H C o A Policy 

Committee, a proposed agenda was 

printed in the Federal Hci^isterou 

October 12. 1994. w i lh the public 

inviiei l lo comment through December 

I. 1994. Chairman of the Whi le House 

Conference on Aging Pohcy Commit ­

tee, Senator David Pryor "v iews ihis 

process as being crit ical H) our efforts 

lo ensure maximum c i t i /en and 

organi/at ional involvement in the 

planning and ct)nducling of the I99.'i 

Whi le Hou.se Conference on Ag ing . " 

Of particular interest to the 

Committee are commenis on the four 

proposed themes for the conference 

as wel l as suggestions for l ink ing the 

individual issues of the propo.sed 

agenda together at lhe conference. 

The proposed agenda lists a series 

of nineteen major issue areas wi lh 

subis.sucs l\)i ieview ;uid public 

eoininent. They range iVoin arts and 

humanities to lransportali(tn, as wel l 

lo impact nalional aging policy over 

the next ten years. 

First Lady Hillary Clinton discusses the importance of exercise with a fit senior 

as health and fitness, cultural diversity 

and the image of older people. 

The propo.sed agcntia notes that 

during the Conference, delegales 

w i l l begin the process of establish­

ing prior ities tor i ici iun among lhe 

recoimneiulations they produce. This 

w i l l serve as the foundation for futme 

action toward implementation of these 

recommendations. W H C o A Executive 

Director Roberl Blancato said thai the 

public was LU"ged to especially provide 

comment on how best the Ct)nfeience 

ean link dilTcrem issues logcihei ui 

ensure a moie comprehensive and co­

ordinated series of recoininendations 

Major Issues 
Arts and Hunumities 

Crime/Personal Safety 

Cultural Diversity 

IZmployment 

Families and Pamily Li fe 

Health 

Housing/Social/ 

Communi ty Services 

Image of Older IVople 

lnc(}mo Securily and 

Other Benefits 

Interdependence t>f Geneiaiions 

Older Americans Act and Its Pole 

Productive Older People 

Quali ty of L i fe/ 
Meaning in Lalei Years 

Research and Ediication/Tiaining 

Rights/Responsibilities/.Advocacy 

Role of the Priv;ite Sector 

Spcciid CiinslUMcncies 

Technology 

WHCoA RECEIVES OVER 150 REPORTS FROM PRE-CONFERENCE EVENTS 
Participants Make Many Important Recommendations 

The 199? White Hou.se Confer­

ence on Aging's ( W H C o A ) four pari 

program of local, state, regional, and 

min i -Whi te Hou.se Conterences on 

Ag ing is well underway. The pro­

gram requires each mini-conference 

to submit its report wi th in 3U days 

of the event, and each Itical event 

lo submit its repoi't wi thin 4S days 

of lhe event. The reports contain 

SLminiarics cif issues discussed anti 

recommendations proposetl. As the 

May 1995 W H C o A approaches, 

the nLunber of loports received by 

the W H C o A has steadily inercaseii. 

Reports have arrived from all areas 

<if the i ial ion. stretching from Maine 

lo Hawai i . 

As of this date, over 150 reports 

have been received by the W H C o A . 

Twenty-six slates have been repre­

sented, and the reports indicate that 

of the over 12.OOO total inmiber of 

participants, close to S.OOl) are age 

55 or t)lder . 

Common Issues 
'l he conferences have highlighted 

a wide range of policy issues. The 

most conunon among these are health 

care, the mainlenauee of iiulepemlence 

for seniors, the iniporlance of the 

Centananans honored at the Colorado Governor's Conference on Aging. Back 
Row, Left io Right: Rita Barreras. Director. Division of Aging and Adult Services; 
/Wr. Robert B. Blancato, Executive Director. WHCoA; CO Governor Roy Romer 
Front Row, Left to Right: /Ws. Bunnie Elliott. Bessie Short's daughter. 
/Ws. Bessie Short. 108 years old; f^r Paul Flores. 105 years old. 

interdependence of generations, 

and the significance of the con­

tributions the elderly make to 

the community. 

Other evenls have IOCUSCLI 

specil lcal ly on cei lain segments 

of the elder population. Inclutled 

among Ihese arc immigrants. Hispan-

ics, women anil Native Americans. 

These coiiferenees have also gener-

aleit imj3ortanl policy rcconimenda-

itons fo r the Mav 1995 W H C o A , 

such as the need to stress cultural 

scnsit ivi iy in addressing the needs 

of minority elderly groups and the 

necessity of el iminat ing langu;ige 

and literacy barrieis. 

Variety of Formats 
While the reports otTer recom-

mendalions on a v j r ie ty of issues, 

lhe formats ol lhe events ihemsebes 

have also been diverse Roundtable 

tliscussioiis. public hearings, t'ocus 

gnnips. and lowi i meetings have all 

been implemented as structures for 

pre-Wl lCo.A events Because the 

leconmiendations aheady made to 

the W H C o A have been pioduced 

l iom many ditfcient types ol events, 

il is obvious that Ihe topics which 

are identif ied are important on a 

number ol levels. 

The local level W H C o A -

recogni/ed conferences sci ve as 

vehicles tor i t ieni i iv ing common 

interests anti concerns at the giass-

rttots level. This grassroots involve­

ment is important to the W H C o A , 

as it is imperative thai the voices 

of those who w i l l be affected 

by the policy recommendations 

made at lhe 1995 W H C o A 

are heard. 

WHCt)A Newslet ter-No\embei7Decembei. 1994 Paiic I 
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CLINTON TO CONVENE LAST WHITE HOUSE 
CONFERENCE ON AGING OF 20th CENTURY 

President Bill Clinton, 
on February 17, 1994, 
formally called for a White 
House Conference on Aging 
(WHCoA) to be convened in 
May of 1995 -- ttie first such 
conference since 1981. 

In a press release 
from the White House 
detailing the convocation, 
the President noted, "An 
older America must soon 
face a new century. A 1995 
White House Conference on 
Aging allows us to plan for 
this challenge by working 
together to build policy 
recommendations for the 
21 st century. We owe this to 
future generations." 

As the President was 
announcing his decision 

regarding the '95 WHCoA in 
Washington, the Conference 
was conducting its first local 
forum in Tampa, Florida 
aimed at obtaining grass 
roots input on what should 
be included in the agenda 
for the Conference. 

On March 2 1 , 1994, 
Secretary Donna Shalala of 
the Department of Health 
and Human Services briefed 
the Domestic Policy Council, 
on the progress of the 1995 
White House Conference on 
Aging. Cabinet officers, 
agency heads and senior 
White House staff in 
attendance expressed 
interest and support for the 
Conference. 

President Clinton speaks with senior citizen. 

Four-Part Strategy Outlined 

Pre-Conference Planning and Programs Underway 
The 1995 White House 

Conference on Aging has 
embarked upon a four-part 
strategy of programs and 
activities to be conducted in 
advance of convening the 
formal Conference. 

The four parts of the 
strategy involve local, state, 
regional and topic-specific 
mini conferences. 

This strategy has two 
purposes: first, to encourage 
the widest possible partici­
pation by individuals and 
organizations; second, to 
identify common interests 
and concerns. 

Letters of invitation 
have been sent to thousands 
of potential sponsors of local 
conferences. Concurrently, 

President Names Blancato to Head 1995 WHCOA 
Blancato served as director of 
Institutes and Public Policy for 
the National Italian American 
Foundation. He was also ttie 
president of the National Meals 
on Wheels Foundation. 

Blancato has also served 
as an adjunct faculty member at 
the New School for Social 
Research's Gerontological 
Services Administration and the 
Post Master Certificate Program 
in Aging at Hunter College in 
New York City. 

In 1982, he served as a 
member of the U.S. Delegation 
to the World Assembly on Aging 
held in Vienna and asan alternate 
to the 1981 White House 
Conference on Aging. 

Blancato, 43, holds a 
bachelor's degree from 
Georgetown University and an 
M.P.A. from American University 
and lives with his wife and 
daughter in Arlington, VA. 

President Clinton has 
appointed Robert B. Blancato as 
executivedirectorof the 1995 White 
House Conference on Aging. 

"Bob Blancato is a leading 
expert in aging policy who has been 
recognized for his work on 
nurnerous occasions," said the 

President. "I 
look forward 
to his work at 
the White 
H o u s e 
Conference 
on Aging." 

F r o m 
1977 to 1988, 
Blancato was 
the staff 
director of the 

U.S. House of Representatives 
Select Committee on Aging's 
Subcommittee on Human Sen/ices. 
He remained a senior advisor to 
that subcommittee until its expiration 
in l^ay 1993. Most recently, 

to broaden public aware­
ness, an announcement was 
also published in the March 
14, 1994 edition of the 
Federal Register. 

Both the Federal 
Register announcement and 
the letter included guidelines 
for local programs and 
activities that could be 
recognized as official 1995 
WHCoA events. 

States will soon be 
notified that the WHCoA will 
provide limited seed money 
for the convening of State 
White House Conferences 
on Aging. 

In addition, formal 
notices will also be sent to 
regional offices of the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services to inform 
them of limited funds being 
available for Regional 
Conferences on Aging. 

In the near future, the 
WHCoA will announce 
criteria for mini conferences 
on aging. These mini 
conferences differ from the 

others in that they are to 
focus on a specific federal 
aging policy issue or on a 
special constituency of older 
Americans. 

These four activities 
will be conducted through 
the early part of May 1995. 
They will be followed by the 
national conference and the 
writing of a report to the 
President and Congress 
containing policy recommen­
dations. 

Further, the 1995 
WHCoA also intends to 
develop a post-WHCoA 
program to help implement 
priority recommendations 
produced at the Conference 
aimed at developing aging 
policy over the next decade. 

INSIDE: 
o Legacy of Conferences Past 

2 
o Seniors Speak Oul 

focas Goups So'np/e Opinion 3 

o Calendar 4 
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Presidenh "How^ w/// we build upon the sacrifice of D-Day's heroes?" 
Tribute to Pathfinders of a Generation PastBecomes A Challenge To Light Paths For Future Generations 

"Lei us never forge/, when ihey 
were young, these men saved the 
world." 

In these words. President 
Clinton characterized the 
achievements ol American troops 
who lought so volianlly in World 
War II His reworks came during 
D-Day ceremonies al Ihe U.S. 
mililory cemetery in Colleville-sur-
Mer, France, June 6lh, the liltielh 
anniversary of the original 
invasion. 

The President not only 
credited the fallen heroes ol 
Omaha and Uloh Beaches with 
saving the world, bul also noted 
lhat those who survived ore now 
the bulwark of lhe nation's seniors, 
still contributing to our r^olior^al 
pride Excerpts follow: 

" . . . W e come lo ihis hallowed 
place thai speaks, more lhan 
anything else, in silence. Here 
on this quiet pinteou. on this 
small piece of American soil, 
we honor those who gave their 
lives for us 5 0 crowded years 

ago. 
Today, the beaches of 

Normandy are calm. If you walk 
these shoies on a summer's 
day, oil you might hear is the 
laug_htei_ of _childreri_ playing on 
llie sand, or the ciy of sea gulls 
overhead, or perhaps the 
ringing of a distont church 

bell—the simple sounds of 
freedom baiely breaking the 
silence. Peocefui sounds. 
Ordinary sounds. 

"But June 6, 1 9 4 4 , was the 
least ordinoiy day ol the 20th 
centuiy. On ihcil chill dawn, 
these beaches echoed with the 
sounds of staccato gunfire, the 

roor of aircraft, the thunder ol 
bombardment. And through the 
wind and the waves came the 
soldiers, oul of their landing 
craft and into the war, away 
from their youth and toward a 
savage place many of them 
would, sadly, nevei leave. 

"They hod come to free a 
continent—the Americans, the 
British, the Canadians, the 
Poles, the French Resistance, 
lhe Norwegians and others. 
They had all come to stop one 
of the greatesi forces of evil the 
vyorld has ever known. . . 

"Millions of our GIs did 
return home from that war lo 
build up our nation and enjoy 
ife's sweet pleasures, but on 
this field there are 9 ,386 who 
did nol — 33 pairs of brothers; 
a lather ond his son; [and] I 1 
mien from tiny Bedford. Virginia 
killed neor these Bluffs by a 
German shell on D-Doy. They 

Icontinued on page 3.1 

WHCoA'95 ACTIVITIES UNDERWAY ACROSS U. S. 
The 1995 Wtiite House 

Conference on Aging |WHCoA|, 
officially called by President 
Clinton on February 17, 1994, is 
well under way 

Through the WHCoA's four-
port program of locoi, slate, 
regional and mini-While House 
Conlerences on Aging, Americans 
everywhere, of oil ages ond Irom 
all walks ol life, are playing a role 
in shaping a national aging policy 
thot will take oui nation into the 
2 1 st century 

Gross roots participation, 
extremely important in planning 
the 1995 WHCoA, Is evident 
throughout the country Tfie 
response to this appeal is broad. 

Local Event Statistics 
More than 1 50 local events in 

38 slates and territories have been 
recognized by the WHCoA. ,As of 
June 10, a total of 52 local While 
House Conference events, 
representing 25 slates, the Distncl 
ol Columbia and Guam, have 
been conducted. California has 
held the most events, followed by 
New York and Alabama. 

These events hove locused 
on many different issues, bul 
topics receiving greatesi emphasis 
have iricluded: health core refornr, 
especially as il relates to long leim 

care; elder abuse prevention; 
community-based services, 
including those promulgated 
through the Older Americans Act; 
and intergenerational programs 

Mandated local event repoils 
oie beginning lo arrive and some 
will be reported m the next issue ol 
the WHCoA Newsleiler. 

President's Personal Appeal To 
the States 

Thiough a peisonal letter in 
April, President Clinton 
encouraged every governor lo 
participate in 1995 WHCoA 
activities. The stoles ore 
responding quite positively. 

The slates of New York and 
Georgia kicked off theii official 
WHCoA oclivilies in May. By mid-
June, eveiy state hod received on 
application lor the funding ol state 
events. Each stole will hold a 
conference or host another kind of 
event, oi both, to produce policy 
recommendations lor the WHCoA. 

Regional Activities Begin 
The Irrsi Regionol While 

House Conlerence on Agmg was 
convened May 1 5 m Albuquergue, 
New Mexico, undei the auspices 
ol the National Hispanic Council 
on Aging's multi-state lioininq 
conference. 

All 10 Federal legions ore 
expected to hold one or more 
regional While House Conleiences 
on .Aging ovei the next yeoi. More 
information on Ihese will be 
included in the nexl newsleltei 

Mini-conferences Being Planned 
In oddition to the local, stole 

and regional events, the 1995 
WHCoA will conduct 0 seiies ol 
notional mim-conleiences specilic 
to ceitam tofDlcs oi consliluencies 
There ore Iwo categories ol niini-
conferences the first receives 
WHCoA lecoqnition; itie second 
will receive both recognition and 
lunding. The deodline for 
organizations seeking funding lor 
mini-conferences was June 27. 

Several mini-conferences 
approved under the first cotegon/ 
have been held on such topics as 
transportation, age leloted vision 
loss, wellness and cultuiai 
diver5i^/, and technology and 
aging. These well attended 
evenls hove generated policy 
recommendations thol will soon 
be submitled to the WFJCoA for 
consideration as port of the 
l 9 9 5 W H C o A o g e n d a . 

Funding Ava i lab le 
Funds have been allotted 

lor mini-conferences and stole 
and regional conferences in 
these amounts: 
Stole Confeiences .$600,000 
Regional Conferences $200,000 
Mini-Conferences $ 1 50,000 

Private Organizations 
Participate, Too 

Many national organizations 
hove demonstrated enthusiasm 
and support for WHCoA through 
their participation in local, stole, 
regionol and notional events. 

n oddition, declaiations of 
public support, thiough toimal 
lesolutions, have been mode by 
Ihe American AAedical Directors 
Association, Ihe National Council 
on Senior Housing, the Notional 
Association of Home Builders and 
the Gray Panthers 

Individuals ond orgonizolions 
are encouraqed to become 

]conlinued on page 2.1 

INSIDE: 

o Secy Shalala Outlines 
.Adminislrolior)'s Efforts for 
Older Americans 2 

o Orvline With SeniorNet 3 
o Federal liaisons Meet 4 
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WHCOA POLICY COMMITTEE CONVENES FIRST MEETING 
1995 NATIONAL WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING DATE SET FOR MAY 1 -5 IN D.C. 

The 1995 White House 
Conference on Aging 
(WHCoA) will be held May 1-
5,1995, in Washington, 
D.C. The main location will 
be the Washington Hilton 
Hotel. The date and location 
of the Conference, as well as 
an initial delegate selection 
process, were decided at the 
first meeting of the Policy 
Committee of the White 
House Conference on Aging, 
chaired by Senator David 
Pryor (D-AR), July 27, 1994. 
WHCoA First 

This policy meeting is the 
latest milestone in progress 
toward the 1995 White 
House Conference on Aging 
since it was formally called 
for by President'Cllnton on" - " 
February 17, 1994. Earlier, 

the complete membership of 
the Policy Committee was 
formally announced on July 
25, 1994. HHS Secretary 
Donna E. Shalala convened 
the first meeting of the White 
House Conference on Aging 
(WHCoA) Policy Committee 
two days later in the Hart 

Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. On Au­
gust 10, an agenda develop­
ment subcommittee was 
formed to develop the pro­
posed agenda and theme for 
the Conference. They will 
hold their first meeting on 
August 30, 1994. 

'MM 
POLICY COMMIUEE MEMBERS SHOWN HERE VOTING DURING THE FIRST MEETING 

Policy Committee's 
Mandate 

This is the first such 
committee to have this role 
within the WHCoA. The 
Policy Committee was cre­
ated by the Older Americans 
Act Amendments of 1992, 
which authorized the White 
House Conference on Aging. 
The terms of the act dictate 
that the 25 members be 
chosen jointly by the Presi­
dent and the Congress to 
plan the specifics of the 
Conference. 

In future meetings, the 
members of the Policy Com­
mittee will be considering the 
theme and agenda for the 
1995 WHCoA. (Continued on 
page 2. See story below for 
Policy Committee's decisions.) 

Delegate Selection Formula Determined 
The first issues to be 

determined by the 25-mem-
ber Policy Committee were 
the delegate selection crite­
ria and the need for an 
agenda development sub­
committee. 
Delegate Selection 

The number of Confer­
ence delegates will range 
from a minimum of 1,666 to 
a maximum 2,000, depend­
ing on the final FY 1995 
appropriation for the Confer­
ence. Virtually 100 percent 
of the WHCoA FY 1995 
appropriation will go to 
support delegates. The 
President requested $3 
million forthe WHCoA. 

No matter what the total 
delegate size for WHCoA 95, 
45 percent of all delegates 
will be chosen by the Gover­
nors (between 750-900 
individuals). The second 
largest group of delegates 
will be chosen by Members 
of Congress, with each 
House and Senate member 
selecting one for a total of 
540. The next largest group 

will be chosen by national 
aging organizations, veter­
ans organizations, youth 
organizations, international 
delegates and others. (The 
precise number for these 
categories is not yet known; 
this too will depend on the 
size of the WHCoA appro­
priation approved by the 
Congress.) 

Each state will have a 
minimum of six delegates 
and those states with highest 
percentages of persons 55 
years of age and over will be 
allocated more delegates. A 
precise state by state del­
egate breakdown will be in 
the next newsletter. Further­
more, state delegations must 
consist of 50 percent per­
sons 55 and over, and have 
50 percent women; in addi­
tion, percentages of minori­
ties, and persons from rural 
and urban settings should 
be equal to their percentage 
of the population of their 
state. The Policy Committee 
also agreed that delegates 
chosen by Governors and 

Members of Congress must 
be selected by December 31. 
Agenda Development 
On August 10, Senator Pryor 
sent formal invitations to 
those committee members 
who would form the agenda 
subcommittee charged with 
developing the proposed 
agenda and theme for the 
Conference; the Older 
Americans Act Amendments 
of 1992 require the publica­
tion of the proposed agenda 
in the Federal Register by 
October 31, 1994. 

"The 1995 White House 
Conference on Aging will 
make recommendations for a 
national aging policy to take 
our country into the next 
century," said Senator Pryor. 
"Generations of today and of 
tomorrow will benefit from 
the Conference, the fourth 
and last White House Con­
ference on Aging to be held 
in this century. 

"As an older America 
faces a new century, the 
Policy Committee invites 
citizens from all walks of life, 

and of all ages, to become 
involved in setting the 
agenda for the Conference 
and shaping a national aging 
policy," Pryor said. "Ameri­
cans everywhere can partici­
pate through local, regional 
and statewide events recog­
nized by the White House 
Conference on Aging and 
through mini-conferences. 
Recommendations from all 
these events are being 
studied and used by the 
Policy Committee in planning 
the agenda for the 1995 
Conference." 

N07-/C5.-
The September/October Issue 
ol Ihe WhiCoA Newsleiler will 
be published in lour separate 
sections. This is Sedion One. 
The remaining sections will be 
mailed lo you over the next 
lew weeks. 
Section I i 

o WHCoA's Policy Committee 

o Delegate Selection Process 
Latei Sections Will Include: 

o WHCoA Comes Alive Wilh 
Upcoming Evenls 

o Ciossroois Views on 
WHCoA's Agenda 
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WHCOA '95 COMES ALIVE ACROSS U. 
Invitation Extended To Keep The Momentum Building Througii Events and Reports 

If you thought the 1995 
White House Conference on 
Aging was a single event at 
a specific location at a cer­
tain time for an exclusive 
group, think again! Note for 
example: 

• the local White House 
Conference on Aging in 
Alhambra,California, 

• the state White House 
Conference in Burlington, 
Vermont, 

• the regional Conference 
in Springfield, Missouri, 

• the mini-Conference in 
Deerfield Beach, Florida. 

WHCoA '95 pre-conference 
events have become a 
nationwide happening as 
they spread across the 
country — engaging the 
jaarTrcipatidnT involveoient 
and enthusiasm of growing 
numbers of citizens in all fifty 
states. 
How Strategy Is Work ing 

Since February, when 
President Clinton officially 
called for the Conference, 
WHCoA '95 has been con­
ducting and recognizing 
events and programs from 
coast to coast. Through 
these activities, the Confer­
ence is gaining enormous 
insight Into the views of 
senior citizens — their 
thoughts on what should be 
on the agenda for the na­
tional WHCoA '95 as well as 
their ideas for a national 

aging policy that will take our 
country into the 21st century. 

From now until May 1, 
1995, when the national 
White House Conference on 
Aging officially convenes in 
Washington, D.C, an aver­
age of more than three 
scheduled events will take 
place every week all across 
the country! And this num­
ber is expected to continue 
to increase as the goals and 
strategy of WHCoA become 
better known. 

This pre-WHCoA strategy 
accomplishes two significant 
goals: it ensures the great­
est possible individual and 
organizational involvement in 
planning, and it provides 
valuable perspective on 
issue's of concern and inter­
est to seniors. 

Each recognized event, 
local, state, regional and 
mini-White House Confer­
ence on Aging activity, must 
submit a report containing 
policy recommendations, to 
the '95 WHCoA. These 
reports, as well as WHCoA 
staff participation in the 
events themselves, are 
giving the WHCoA important 
information on key issues as 
viewed by senior citizens. 
WHCoA staff have been 
privileged to participate in 
more than 20 percent of all 
events. This information is 
the basis for the develop­

ment of the WHCoA '95 
agenda. 
WHCoA's Goals In Sight 

Well over half of all 
WHCoA events are focused 
on the closely related issues 
of home- and community-
based long-term care and 
health care reform. Other 
subjects at the top of the list 
are: independence, well-
being and security; the inter­
dependence of the genera­
tions; income and economic 
security; issues concerned 
with minority aging; and 
housing and coordinated 
services. 

Pre-Conference, grass 
roots events are critical to the 
primary purposes of the 
WHCoA, which are: 

1) To'develop, adopt and 
work to implement recom­
mendations to shape national 
aging policy over the next 
decade, and 

2) To raise public aware­
ness about issues and prob­
lems facing seniors of today, 
while working to prepare for 
the aging society of tomor­
row. 

Senior citizens are playing 
major roles in pre-Confer­
ence activities. 
It 's Not Too Late To Jo in In 

If your locally-based 
organization has not con­
ducted a local WHCoA, it is 
not too late to apply to have 
your event recognized and 
your recommendations 

s. 
From Grassroots 

considered in the agenda. In 
fact, you are encouraged to 
become an integral part of 
the planning process, as so 
many organizations are 
doing. 

The only requirements for 
recognition as a local 
WHCoA are: that the event 
focus on one or more federal 
policy issues, that it involve 
senior citizens and that a 
report summarizing its rec­
ommendations be submitted 
within 45 days. 

Since March, when 
WHCoA '95 issued its first 
invitation to conduct events, 
more than 350 conferences 
have been scheduled around 
the country. 

Next May's meeting in 
Wastiington, D.C, is of 
utmost importance, but the 
White House Conference on 
Aging is not a single event 
held in a single place. It is a 
continuing process, one that 
both precedes and follows 
the conference. This process 
starts with grassroots forums 
and events leading up to the 
Conference and continues 
with post-Conference imple­
mentation of policy. People 
of all ages are involved every 
step of the way, particularly 
seniors themselves. It is 
exciting to watch the process 
work and to look ahead to the 
implementation of the policy 
that is evolving from the hard 
work and commitment. 

DELEGATE SELECTION QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
Q: What are the dates of the 
national White House Con­
ference on Aging? 

May 1-5, 1995. 
A: Where will it be held? 

Delegate meetings will be 
held in the Washington Hilton 
Hotel in Washington, D.C: 
however additional activities 
are being planned to involve off 
site locations. 
Q: How many delegates will 
attend? 

Under the terms of a July 
27, 1994. resolution adopted 
by the Policy Committee of the 
WHCoA, the Conference is 

planning for between 1,666 and 
2,000 total delegates. 
A: How are they chosen? 

Governors will choose be­
tween 750 and 900; members of 
Congress will choose one each, 
for a total of 540. The remaining 
delegates will be chosen by 
national aging organizations, 
veterans organizations, youth 
organizations, international 
delegates and others (the precise 
number is not known at this time). 
Whom do I contact if I wish to 
be named a delegate? 

Your governor if you wish to 
be in the state delegation, your 

congressman if you wish to be a 
congressional appointee, or other 
groups as outlined above that 
have an interest in aging issues 
and have been authoritized to 
send delegates to the WHCoA. 
What criteria are established for 
state delegates? 

The White House Conference 
on Aging requires that: 1) each 
Governor appoint a State Delegate 
Coordinator: and 2) the demo­
graphic profile of the state's 
delegation reflect that of the aging 
population of the state being 
represented, as follows: 

50% of the delegation 

must be 50 years of age or older 
50% must be women 
minority representation 

and rural versus urban must 
refect the composition of the 
state's population based on the 

(continued on page 4) 

NOTICE: 
The September /Octobei Issue 

of lhe WHCoA Nev\-slellei is 

being publi.'ilied m loin sections 

Section 2: 

o WHCoA Comes Alive With 

Upcoming Evenls 

o Giassroots Views on 

WHCoA's Agendo 
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WHCoA LISTENS TO SENIORS, LEARNS IMPORTANCE OF INDEPENDENCE 
From February through Au­

gust, WHCoA '95, in partnership 
with other organizations, has 
conducted more than a dozen 
focus groups to gain additional 
direct input from individuals, 
primarily seniors, as to what should 
be on the agenda for the Confer­
ence. Long valued as a market 
research tool, focus groups are 
small group meetings in which 
select individuals share, in detail, 
their views and opinions on specific 
topics. 

One set of focus groups is 
being conducted as a joint project 
with the Gerontological Society of 
America and the National Corpora­
tion for National and Community 
Service. Most recently, these joint 
focus groups have been conducted 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, Harris­
burg, Pennsylvania, and Corpus 

Christi, Texas in cooperation with 
local Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program (RSVP) chapters. Earlier 
focus groups were conducted in 
Tampa, Florida, Los Angeles, 
California, Chicago, Illinois, and 
Boston, Massachusetts. More are 
planned in other cities, including 
San Francisco, California, and 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

Clearly emerging from the 
focus groups is the strong desire 
of seniors to maintain their inde­
pendence as long as they can. 
Through the focus groups, seniors 
are sharing their concern about 
the high cost of prescription drugs 
and about crime in their communi­
ties. Moreover, older citizens are 
increasingly concerned about the 
problems of loneliness and 
isolation. 

Most seniors participating in 

Helen Kirschner (top left) and staff conduct focus groups under the auspices of the Gerontological 
Society of America artd NCNCS with lhe help of RSVP 

the focus groups believe the 

Staff of Temple University's Center for Intergenerational Leanjing conducted hocus Groups 
featuring Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans and African Americans on behalf of WHCoA. 

media presents a negative image 
of older Americans. Seniors also 
share the positive aspects of aging 
by pointing out their freedom to 
travel and pursue special interests 
and hobbies, the chance to spend 
more time with their families and 
the opportunity to volunteer in their 
communities. 

Another set of focus groups is 
being conducted in collaboration 
with Temple University's Center 
for Intergenerational Learning. 
These focus groujjs have been 
held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida and New 
York City. Intergenerational input 
from seniors and youth in ethnic 
communities offers a unique 
perspective on aging and society. 

Language barriers, intergener­
ational value differences and 
cultural traditions emerge as 
important issues to both young 
and old. 

To date, focus groups have 
been held with the Hispanic, Asian 
and African American communi­
ties. A written summary of these 
focus groups will be included in the 
next issue of our newsletter. 

Focus groups are valuable for 
many reasons, but particularly 
because they are an environment 
created solely for the purpose of 
giving individuals an opportunity to 
express their opinions and con­
cerns so that this intormation can 
be systematically documented and 
analyzed to arrive at more relevant 
and meaningful solutions. 

Perhaps more than anything, 
the focus groups are an effective 
tool of the WHCoA to bring people 
at the grassroots level into the 
process of developing the national 
agenda for the 1995 WHCoA. 
Focus groups will help ensure that 
people from across the country had 
a chance to be heard and partici­
pate in pre-WHCoA activities. 

CALENDAR REGIONAL EVENTS As of 8/5/94 

27 Regional Conferences 
REGION I 
10/94 

10 Regions participating 

10/20,21/94 

11/94 

Council of Elders.lnc. Boston, MA 
Issue: Health Status of Black Elderly 
Contact: Helen Pankey, (617)442-4001 
MA Council for Adult Foster Care. Andover, MA 
Issue: New England Adult Foster Care. 
Contact: Elsie Fetterman, (413)253-7948 
HHS Regional Office. Boston, MA 
Issue: Nutrition, Malnutrition. 
Contact: Thomas L. Hooker, (617)565-4511 
North Central CT AAA/lnstitute for Community 
Research. Hartford, CT 
Issue: Hispanic Health and Social Concerns. 
Contact: Thomas L. Hooker, (617)565-4511 
HHS Regional Office, Boston, MA 
Issue: Health,Economic Security & Elder Abuse. 
Contact: Thomas L. Hooker, (617)565-4511 

HHS Regional Office. New York, NY 
Issue: Community and Home-based Long Term Care. 
Contact: Judith Rackmill, (212)264-2976 

Philadelphia Corporation on Aging. Philadelphia, PA. 
Issue: Health Reform, Long-term Care, Caregiving, 
Economic Security, etc. 
Contact: Karen Mudd or Andrea Leerman, (215)765-9000 

Infonnatinn regarding events may have elumged since dale of publiealum, so if you are 
interested in attending, please call the organization contact person far latest information. 

11/94 

12/94 

REGION II 
3/95 

REGION 
10/26/94 

President Clinton and Veteran's Affairs Sec. Jes. 
Hlack Cauctis' Veterans Awnrtis Cereinon\ held 

see Brown participate in the Cnngressiortal 
September 16. 1994 

'MSe'ction'2''pM 
(/ierei'ivas,an;errâ  

:>'t55ij^ears;o/'8ge:'and'oWeh'; % 
:-:.5b%must'be 'womMiM^^fi 

an<yfm/nor;f/es"mû  
9'.'^:.-:r^:°^'K^'\ 'f^'-i^'i-v^>--^.T.y •^-^%-i^;'rsv.r:Yii:"i 
'he.state'spopulatiortifoneaclfifS' 

NOTICE: 
The September /October Issue 
of the WHCoA Newsletter is 
being published in four 
sections. 
Section 3: 
0 WHCoA Comes Alive With 

Regional Events 
0 Alzheimer's Support 

Groups 
0 Grassroots Views on 

WHCoA's Agenda 
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SHALALA COMMENDS CAMPAIGN 
TO GET AMERICANS MOVING 

In a move to improve the health and well being of mill ions of 
Americans, The President's Council on Physical Fitness and Sports 
and the Advil Forum on Health Education have teamed up to help 
motivate Americans who are over the age of 40 to participate in 
regular physical activity. Advil chose Nolan Ryan as its spokesper­
son to encourage a more active and healthy America. 

Sec'y Shalala discusses the PCPF/Advil ftt/tess initiative with Nolan Ryan. 

"For 27 years, Nolan Ryan thrilled the world's baseball fans with 
his pitching wizardry and his dedication to physical condit ioning," 
said Secretary Shalala. "But while we were watching him make 
magic on the baseball f ield, too many of us were neglecting our own 
health. It's not enough to sit in the bleachers or sit in front of the TV 
watching our favorite teams. We've got to balance being a specta­
tor with being physically active. In short, we've all got to get mov­
ing." 

"Physical activity and a balanced diet," Secretary Shalala went 
on to say, "are two of the most powerful ways to prevent illness and 
poor health - particularly as we get older. Good health begins with 
each and every one of us taking direct personal responsibility to get 
busy and stay physically active. This exciting partnership will help 
us motivate more people to become physically active. By working 
together, I know we can strike out poor health and preventable 
disease." 

For more information about the free availability of fVlr. Nolan's book for 
distribution to aging organizations or havtng Nolan Ryan speak to your 
organization, contact the Advil Forum on Health Education, 1500 Broad­
way, New York, New York 19936. 

CALENDAR STATE AND LOCAL EVENTS As of 8/4/94 

Itifunnciium re^ardin^ events muv hnve charif^t^d sincc'ilnieofpuhlicailoti, sn if vou are 
interested in utrendinii. j}lea.\e call the i)ri^ciniz<i(ion contact person fur latest tnfonnation. 

ALABAMA 
State Events 
6/19-22/94 

ALASKA 
State Events 
9/94 
others TBA 
ARIZONA 
Sfafe Events 
9-11/94 
12/16/94 

Governor's Summit on Long Term Care. 
Contact: Claude Hooks, Jr., (205) 242-5743 

4 conferences:Medicare, SSI, OAA Programs. 
Contact: Pat Denny, (907) 465-4879 

8 area conferences throughout state. 
Contact: Richard Littler, (602)542-4446 

Local Recognition Event 
10/15/95 

11/16 

A R K A N S A S 
State Events 
3/27/95 

Gila Co. Cooperative Ext. Univ. of Arizona, Payson, AZ. 
Contact: Ruth Carter, (602)425-7179 
Arizona Community Act ion Assn., Tucson, AZ. 
Contact: Janet Regner, (602)230-8267 

State Conference 
Issue: Intergenerational Issues, Wellness, Managed Care 
Contact: Mary Lou King (501)682-8519 

Local Recognition Events 
9/7-9/95 Arkansas Division of Aging & Adult Services. Little 

Rock, AR. 
Contact: Mary Lou King, (501)682-8519 

CALIFORNIA 
State Events 
TBA 2 state conferences 

Issue: Abuse 
Contact: Catherine Arlette, (916) 324-2941 

Local Recognition Events 
9/29 Janet Levy Center, Chico, CA. 

Contact: Vicki Paxton. (916)898-6758 
10/28,29/94 Older Women's League of California, San Jose, CA. 

Contact: Mary Charles, (408) 248-3839 
COLORADO 
State Events 
9/26,27/95 State Conference on health care, housing, security, 

volunteerism, education, reengineering the business 
of aging. 
Contact; Rita Barreras, (303)866-5913 

Local Recognition Events 
9/28/94 Colorado Senior Employment Network. Denver, CO. 

Contact: Lu Horner, (303)866-5911 
CONNECTICUT 
Sfafe Events 
4/7/95 State Conference on issues TBA. 

Contact: Elissa Breiling, (203) 424-5280 
Local Recognition Events 
9-11/94 Southwestern CT Agency on Aging, 

14 towns in SW Connecticut. 
Contact: Diana Shoemaker, (203)853-7189 

9-10/94 Lower Fairfld. Coalit 'n Pro. Serving Srs., Stamford. CT. 
Contact: Wendy Winnick Wheat, (203)327-4551 

9/12-29/94 Western CT AAA. Waterbury, Cheshire, Sharon, and 
Thomaston, CT. 
Contact: Christina Fishbein, (203)757-5449 

10/28-31/94 National Shared Housing Resource Center. Stamford, CT. 
Contact: Margaret Harmon, (802)862-2727 

11/94 Westfield Court/Stamford Athletic Club. Stamford, CT. 
Contact: Wendy Winnick Wheat, (203)327-4551 

CORRECTIONS: 
In Section 2 of the Sept/Oct 

Newsletter, there was an error 

in the article on the WHCoA 

Delegate Selection Process. It 

should have read; 

"State delegations must 

reflect the following 

matrix: 

- 50% of all delegates 

must be 55 years of age 

and older. 

- 50% must be women. 

The percentage of urban, 

rural and minorities must 

egual that of the state's 

population for each 

group." 

NOTICE: 
The September /October 
Issue of the V\/HCoA 
Newsletter will be published 
in four separate sections. 
This is the final section of 
the four-part sehes. The 
prior sections have been 
mailed to you over the last 
few weeks. 

Section 1, 2 & 3 contained: 
0 WHCoA s Policy Committee 
0 Delegate Selection Process 
0 WHCoA Comes Alive 
o Grassroots Views on 

WHCoA's Agenda 
Section 4 features: 

o WHCoA Stale and Local 
Evenls 
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OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED WHCOA EVENTS 
(as of April 1, 1995) 

Local Events 419 
Mini-Conferences 247 
Funded Mini-conferences 39 
State and Governors' Conferences 58 
Regional Conferences 32 
National Pre-Conferences 6 

Total Events 801 

II . Total number of attendees 153,400* 

III. Percentage of attendees 55 years old or older 73% 

NOTE: 

* When all attendance reports are received, we expect that over 153,400 
people will have attended a WHCoA event. 



THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 3, 1995 

Contact: Bryan Preston 
J. D. Schreniser 
202-245-0105 

WHCOA ANNOUNCES INCREASE IN NUMBER OF CONFERENCE DELEGATES 

The 1995 White House Conference on Aging (WHCoA) today announced that the 
number of delegates to the Conference has been increased by 259. The increase, recently 
approved by the WHCoA Policy Coriimittee, brings the total number of delegates up to 
2,259. 

The last WHCoA of this century and the fouith in history will be held May 2-5, 
1995, in Washington, D.C. Conference delegates will develop resolutions to influence 
national aging policy over the next decade and begin mapping out a strategy for putting the 
resolutions into action. 

"In the spirit of bipartisanship, the Policy Commmittee increased the number of 
delegates to give new Governors and new Members of Congress an opportunity to name 
delegates to the Conference," said Senator David Pryor (D-AR), who chairs the 25-member 
Committee. "Every American has a stake in the 1995 White House Conference on Aging, 
and the Policy Committee's aim is to make the Conference as representative as possible." 

Each state, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico will have three additional 
delegates. Each territory will have one additional delegate. Each new Member of Congress 
will have one delegate. 

With the change, the number of state and territorial delegates will increase to a total 
of 1,062, up from 901. The number of delegates named by Members of Congress will 
increase to a total of 638, up from 540. Other delegates to the Conference will be named by 
constituent organizations (including national aging organizations and veterans groups), the 
White House, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, and the WHCoA. 

-30-

NOTE: Chart with breakdown of State and Congressional delegations is on back of page. 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING 
STATE/CONGRESS DELEGATE TABLE 

State/Territory State Congress Combined 
Total 

State/Territory State Congress Combined 
Total 

Alabama 19 9 28 New Hampshire 11 5 16 
Alaska 10 3 13 New Jersey 28 18 46 
Arizona 18 12 30 New Mexico 12 5 17 
Arkansas 15 6 21 New York 52 36 88 
California 69 60 129 North Carolina 25 19 44 
Colorado 16 8 24 North Dakota 11 3 14 
Connecticut 17 8 25 Ohio 35 26 61 
Delaware 11 3 14 Oklahoma 17 12 29 
District of Columbia 9 1 10 Oregon 16 9 25 
Florida 51 28 79 Pennsylvania 42 29 71 
Georgia 22 16 38 Puerto Rico 9 1 10 
Hawaii 12 4 16 Rhode Island 12 5 17 
Idaho 11 5 16 South Carolina 17 10 27 
Illinois 35 25 60 South Dakota 11 3 14 
Indiana 22 15 37 Tennessee 21 16 37 
Iowa 16 9 25 Texas 43 37 80 
Kansas 15 8 23 Utah 12 6 18 
Kentucky 18 10 28 Vermont 11 3 14 
Louisiana 18 9 27 Virginia 22 14 36 
Maine 12 7 19 Washington 20 17 37 
Maryland 19 11 30 West Virginia 14 5 19 
Massachusetts 23 12 35 Wisconsin 21 12 33 
Michigan 30 21 51 Wyoming 10 5 15 
Minnesota 19 13 32 American Samoa 2 1 3 
Mississippi 15 8 23 Guam 2 1 3 
Missouri 22 13 35 Virgin Islands 2 2 4 
Montana 11 3 14 Pacific Trust Terr. 4 0 4 
Nebraska 13 6 19 

Nevada 12 5 17 Grand Total 1062 638 1700 



THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Bryan Preston 
March 16, 1995 202-245-0105 

WHCoA CALLS FOR POST-CONFERENCE EVENTS, PUBLIC COMMENTS TO 
HELP IMPLEMENT RESOLUTIONS 

The 1995 White House Conference on Aging (WHCoA) has called for a series of 
post-WHCoA events and public comments to help implement the resolutions to be passed at 
the May 2-5 Conference in Washington, D.C. "Turning Resolutions into Results: Building 
the Legacy of the 1995 White House Conference on Aging," the post-Conference strategy for 
ensuring the effective implementation of the resolutions passed at the Conference is published 
in the February 28 Federal Register. 

Sen. David Pryor, Chairman of the 1995 WHCoA Policy Committee, remarked "The 1995 
WHCoA is a process devoted not only to developing aging policy but also to putting it into 
action. With the guidance of these post-conference events and public comments we will do 
just that." 

At the closing plenary session of the White House Conference on Aging, the approximately 
2200 delegates representing all 50 states, the District of Columbia and the territories will 
vote on approximately forty resolutions to guide national aging policy into the 21st cenmry. 
Post-conference events will focus on the practical aspects of implementing these resolutions. 

Organizations interested in sponsoring a post-Conference event should contact Karen 
Goldmeier at (202) 245-7116. The Conference will also accept public comments regarding 
resolution implementation independent of any sanctioned post-WHCoA events until October 
13, 1995. The last WHCoA request for public comments elicited over 900 responses. 

501 School Street, S.W.. Hih Floor, Washin^^lon, D.C. 20024 • Plioiw (202) 245-7116 • Fax (202) 245-7857 



O L D E R AMERICANS ACT AMENDMENTS OF 1987 

[PubUc Law 100-175, November 29, 1987 (101 Stat. 926)] 

T I T L E II—WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
ON AGING 

SEC. 201. WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE AUTHORIZED. 
(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds t h a t ^ 

(1) the number of mdividuals 55 years of age or older was 
approximately 52,923,000 in 1990, and wil l , by the year 2040, 
be approximately 103,646,000, 

(2) more than 1 of every 8 persons 55 years of age or older 
wi l l be hospitalized during the next year, 

(3) the out-of-pocket costs to older individuals for health 
care increased from 12.3 percent in 1977 to 18.2 percent in 
1988, 

(4) there is a great need to ensinre access and the quality 
of affordable health care to sdl older individuals, 

(5) the need for a comprehensive and responsive long-term 
care deUvery system is great, 

(6) the availability and cost of suitable housing, together 
wi th suitable services needed for independent or semi-inde­
pendent living, still cause concern to older individuals, 

(7) the ability to lead an independent or semi-independent 
life is contingent, in many cases, upon the availability of a-
comprehensive and effective social service system for older 
individuals, 

(8) the availabOity and access to opportunities for contin­
ued productivity and employment is of great importance to 
middle-aged and older individuals who want or need to work, 

(9) the fulfillment, dignity, and satisfaction of retirees st i l l 
depend on the continuing development of a consistent national 
retirement policy, 

(10) there is a continuing need to maintain and preserve 
the national policy with respect to increasing, coordinating, 
and expediting biomedical and other appropriate research di­
rected at determining the causes and effects of the aging proc­
ess, 

(11) false stereotypes about aging and the process of aging 
contmue to be prevalent tliroughout the United States and 
policies should be nurtured to overcome such stereoUpes, and 

161 



Sec. 202 WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING 162 

(12) the talents and experience of older individuals rep­
resent a vaJuable commimity resource which ahould be devel­
oped and more widely shared within the local community, 
(b) POLICY.—It is the pohcy of the Congress thal̂ — 

(1) the Federal Government should work jointly with the 
States and their citizens to develop recommendations and 
plans for action to meet the challenges and needs of older indi­
viduals, consistent with the objectives of this section, and 

(2) in developing programs for the aging pursuant to this 
section emphasis should be directed toward individual, private, 
and pubhc initiatives and resources intended to enhance the 
economic security and self-sufficiency of elder Americans. 

(42 U.S.C. 3001 note) 

SEC. 202. AUTHORIZATION OF THE CONFERENCE, 1^9-
(a) AUTHORITY TO C A L L CONFERENCE.—Not later than Decem­

ber 01, 1004 the President shall convene the White House Con­
ference on Aging in order to develop recommendations for addi­
tional research and action in the field of aging which will further 
the policy set forth in subsection (b). 

(b) PLANNING AND DIRECTION.—The Conference shall be 
planned and conducted under the direction of the Secretary Ln co­
operation with the Commissioner on Aging and the Director of the 
National Institute on Aging, and the heads of such other Federal _ 
departments and agencies as are appropriate. Such assistance may 
include the assignment of personnel. 

(c) F̂ URPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE.—^The purpose of the Con­
ference shall be— 

(1) to increase the pubUc awareness of the interdependence 
of generations and the essential contributions of older individ­
uals to society for the weU-being of aU generations; 

(2) to identify the problems facing older individuals and 
the commonalities of the problems with problems of younger 
generations; 

(3) to examine the weU-being of older individuals, includ­
ing the impact the wellness of older individuals has on our 
aging society; 

(4) to develop such specific and comprehensive rec­
ommendations for executive and legislative action as may be 
appropriate for maintaining and improving the well-being of 
the aging; 

(5) to develop recommendations for the coordination of 
Federal policy with State and local needs and the implementa­
tion of such recommendations; and 

(6) to review the status and multigenerational value of rec­
ommendations adopted at previous Wiiite House Conferences 
on Aging. 
(d) CONFERENCE PAHTICIPANTS AND DELEG.-\TES.— 

(1) P/VRTI CI PANTS.—In order to carry out the purposes of 
this section, the Conference shall bring together— 

(A) representatives of Federal, State, and local 
governments, 

(B) professional and lay people who are working in the 
field of aging, and 
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(C) 
representatives of the general public, particularly 

older individuals. 
I f ? SELECTION OF DELEGATES.—The delegates shall be se­
lected without regard to political affihation or past partisan ac­
tivity and shall, to the best of the appointing authority's abil­
ity, be representative of the spectrum of thought in the field 
ot agmg. Delegates shaU include individuals who are profes­
sionals, individuals who are nonprofessionals, minority individ­
uals, and mdividuals from low-income famiUes. 

(42 U.S.C. 3001 note) 
SEC, 203. CONFERENCE ADMINISTRATION 

r e t a ^ J ^ s h S l ^ ^ ' ^ ' ' ' ' ' ' ' - " " ^ administe'ring this section, the Sec-

r n J i \ j ' ' ' ° ^ ^ ^ Y " ^ " ^ • ""^^^^ ^ ^ members of the PoHcy 
Committee of each meeting, hearing, or working session of the 
Pohcy Committee not later than 48 hours before the occ^^ence 
of such meetmg, hearing, or working session, ^currence 

( 2 | request the cooperation and assistance of the heads of 
nH«te ^ T / ' ^ " ' ^ . departments and agencies as may be appro-
P'^^^,"'.^^^ carrymg out of this section, 

(3) fiirmsh aU reasonable assistance, including financial 
assistance, te State agencies on the aging 'and t o ^ L a S S s 

• ^W^' ^ aporopriate^ organisations ( S ^ l 
organizations representing ofcTer Indians), to enable t h e m T S ? 
f e ^ c e conferences in conjtLiction wi t i i the Con-

r^r.^}^^ P"^^^ comment a proposed agenda 
prepared by the Pohcy Committee, for the Conference which 
• ^ ^ ^ ^ t possible the major issue! fac 
section ( I ) , ' consistent with the proviiions of sub- . 

(5) prepare and make available background materials for 
d ' e L T L f e s s S ^ t j Couferencel^hich the s S S t ^ 

(6) engage such additional personnel as may be necessarv 
to carry out the provisions of this section without ? e g S d ^ 
provisions of title 5, United States Code, governS/an^oint 
ments in the competitive service, and without r ^ S d to chap 
ter 51 and subchapter I I I of chapter 53 of such title r e l a tW 
to classification an5 General Schedule pay rat^s ^ 
(b) DUTIES.-The Secretaiy shall, in carrying out the Sec 

o ' ^ f \ h J ' ^ ' f ^ R ' ^ ' ^ and ftxnctions u n d e r ^ f ec t^on ,^d as 
part of the W ^ t e House Conference on Aging, ensure t h a t -

(1) the conferences under s u h s e e t i ^ f H ^ s h a l l - s 

cond.tton"1hat a'dv^^Sl^'^^o??^ t ' ' ' l " " , ' ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
solutions to a S e W r s u r W n ^ I ^ " ^ T ' ' ^ P^^^^*^ 
the exchanfre of in?. ^ conditions, and to provnde for 

ser^aces to o T d e f l n t r ^ ^ T ^^^^^^"^ ' ' ' ' 

oldeJ md't iduSs^'*^ ' ' ' ' ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ - ' ^^ participation of 
(2) the agenda prepared under subsection (•iVn f .̂  

Conference is pubhshed in U.e Federal R^^ te r not'u!tcrthan 

3̂  shall— s u b s e c t i o n (a) (3 



30 days after such agenda is approved by the Pohcy Commit­
tee, and the Secretary may repubhsh such agenda together 
with the recommendations of the Secretary regarding such 
agenda, subsec t ion (a) 

(3) the personnel engaged under subsection (a)(6) shall be 
fairly balanced in terms of points of views represented and 
shall be appointed without regard to political affihation or pre­
vious partisan activities, 

(4) the recommendations of the Conference are not inap­
propriately influenced by any appointing authority or by any 
special interest, but wi l l instead be the result of the independ­
ent judgment of the Conference, and 

(5) cturent and adequate statistical date, including decen­
nial census data, and other information on the weU-being of 
older individuals in the United Stetes are readily available, in 
advance of the Conference, te the delegates of the Conference, 
together with such information as may be necessary to evalu­
ate Federal programs and poHcies relating to aging. In carry­
ing out this subparagraph, the Secretary is authorized to make 
grants to, and enter into cooperative agreemente with, pubhc 
agencies and nonprofit private organizations. 
(c) GIFTS.—^The Secretfu-y may accept, on behalf of the United 

States, gifts (in cash or in kind, including volimtary and uncompen­
sated services), which shaU be available to carry, out this title. Gifts 
of cash shaU be available i n addition to amounts appropriated to 
carry out this title. 

(d) RECORDS.—^The Secretary shaU maintain records 
regarding— 

(1) the sources, amoimts, and uses of gifts accepted tmder 
subsection (c); and 

(2) the identity of each person receiving assistance to carry 
out this title, and the amount of such assistance received by 
each such person. 

(42 U.S.C. 3001 note) 

SEC. 204, POLICY COMjiOTTEE; RET .ATEP COMMITTEES. 
(a) POLICY COMMITTEE.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is estebhshed a Pohcy Com­
mittee comprised of 25 members to be selected, not later than December 3 1 , i c 
90 days aftei—the enactment of the Older .'Vmericans Act 
Amondmonto of 1902, as foUows: 

(A) PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES.—Thirteen members 
shaU be selected by the President and shall include— 

(i) 3 members who are officers or employees of the 
United States; and 

(ii) 10 members with e.xperience in the field of 
aging, who may include representatives of pubhc aging 
agencies, institution-based organizations, and minority 
aging organizations. 
(B) HOUSE APPOINTEES.—Four members shall be se­

lected by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
after consultation with the Minority Leader of the House 
of Representatives, and shall include members of the Com­
mittee on Education and Labor of the House of Represent-
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atlves, the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of 
ivepresentetives, and the Select Committee on Aging of the 
House of Representatives. Not more than 3 members se­
lected under this subparagraph may be associated or affili­
ated with the same pohtical party. 

(C) SENATE APPOINTEES.—Four members shaU be se­
lected by the Majority Leader of the Senate, after consulte-
tion with the Mmority Leader of the Senate, and shaU in­
clude members of the Committee on Labor and Human Re­
sources of the Senate, the Committee on Finance of the 
Senate, and the Special Committee on Aging of the Senate. 
Not more than 3 members selected under this subpara­
graph may be associated or affihated with the same pohti­
cal party. 

(D) JOINT APPOINTEES.—Four members shaU be se­
lected jomtly by the Speaker of the House of Representa­
tives and the Majority Leader of the Senate, after con-
sultetion with the minority leaders of the House and Sen-
fvf' include representatives with experience m 
the field of aging, who may include representetives de­
scribed m subsection (a)(lXAXii). Not more than 2 mem-

under this subparagraph may be associated 
or affihated wich the same political party. 
(2) DUTIES OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE.—The Pohcy Com­

mittee shaU initiaUy meet at the caU of the Secretaiy, but not 
later than 30 days after the last member is selected under sub­
section (a). Subsequent meetings of the Pohcy Committee shaU 
be held at the call of the chairperson of the Pohcy Committee. 
Through meetmgs. hearings, and working sessions, the Pohcy 
Committee shaU— 

(A) make recommendations te the Secretary to facQi-
tato the timely convening of the Conference; 

(B) formulate and approve a proposed agenda for the 
Conference not later than 60 days after the first meetme 90 days 
of the Pohcy Committee; 

(C) make recommendations for participants and dele­
gates of the Conference; 

(D) estebhsh the number of delegates to be selected 
under section 202(d)(2); and 

(E) formulate and approve the mitial report of tbe 
Conference in accordance with section 205. 
(3) QuORUAf; COMMITTEE VOTING; CHAIRPERSON.— 

(A) QUORUM.—Thirteen members shall constitute a 
quorurn for the purpose of conducting the business of the 
t-olicy Committee, except that 17 members shall constitute 
a quorum for purposes of approving the agenda required 
(2)(?:') ' ' '^' '^ (2X6) and the report: required by paragraph 

(B) VoTiNG.-Tlie Policy Committee shall act by the 
vote of the majority of the members present 

(C) CHAIRPERSON--The President shall select a chair­
person from among the members of the Policy Commit ee 
^xc chairperson may vote only to break a tie vote of the 
other members of the Policy Committee. 
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(b) ADVISORY AND OTHER COMMITTEES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shaU estebhsh an advisory 

committee to the Conference which shaU include represente-
tion from the Federal Council on Aging and other public agen­
cies and private nonprofit organizations as appropriate. The 
President shaU consider for appointment to the advisory com­
mittee individuals recommended by the Policy Committee. 
(2)^ OTHER COMMITTEES.—The Secretary may estebhsh such 

other committees, including technical committees, as may be nec­
essary to assist in the planning, conducting, and reviewing of the 
Conference. 

(c) COMPOSITION OF COMMPTTEES.—Each committee estabhshed 
under subsection (b) shaU be composed of professionals and pubhc 
members, and shaU include individuals from low-income famihes 
and from minority groups. A majority of the pubhc members of 
each such committee shall be 55 years of age or older, and individ­
uals who axe Native Americana. 

(d) COMPENSATION.—Appouited members of any such commit­
tee (other than any ofiBcers or employees of the Federal Govern­
ment), while attending conferences or meetings of the committee or 
otherwise serving at the request of the Secretaiy, shaU be entitled 
to receive compensation at a rate to be fixed by the Secretary, but 
not to exceed the daUy-^reseribcd rate for GS 18 under ocction 
5332 of title 5, United Stetes Code (including travel time). WhUe 
away from their homes or regular places of business, such members !̂ nrî ' 
may be aUowed travel expenses, including per diem in heu of sub- seccion 
sistence, as authorized under section 5703 of such title for persons 
employed intermittently in Federal Government service. 

(42 U.S.C. 3001 note) 

SEC, 205. REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE. 
(a) PROPOSED REPORT.—A proposed report of the Conference, 

which shaU include a stetement of comprehensive coherent na­
tional pohcy on aging together with recommendations for the im­
plementation of the pohcy, shaU be pubhshed and submitted to the 
chief executive officers of the States not later than 90 days foUow-
ing the date on which the Conference is adjourned. The findings 
and recommendations included in the published proposed report 
shall be immediately available te the public. 

(b) RESPONSE TO PROPOSED REPORT.—The chief executive offi­
cers of the States, after reviewing and sohciting recommendations 
and comments on the report of the Conference, shaU submit to the 
Pohcy Committee, not later than 90 days after receiving the report, 
their views and fmdings on the recommendations of the Con­
ference. 

(c) REPORTS.— 
(1) INITIAL REPORT.—The Policy Committee shall, after re­

viewing the views and recommendations of the chief executive 
officers of the States, prepare and approve an initial report of 
the Conference, which shall include a compilation of the ac­
tions of the chief e.xecutive officers of the Stetes and take into 
consideration the views mid findings of such officers. 

' Indentation error in umcndnionl made l)y »<iction 8.'34(2) of Public Law 102-37rj Should 
amend so a.f to a l i ; ^ tho led raarfin of thia parn;jraph with the left raiirg^m of parnfrnph MV 
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. (2) Not later than 60 days after such initial report is trans­
mitted by the Pohcy Committee, the Secretary shaU pubhsh 
such initial report in the Federal Register. The Secretary may 
republish a final report together with such additional views 
and recommendations as the Secretary considers to be appro­
priate. 
(d) RECOMMENDATIONS OF P O L I C Y COMMTITEE.—The Pohcy 

Committee shaU, within 90 days after submission of the views of 
the chief executive officers of the Stetes, publish and transmit to 
the President and to the Congress recommendations for the admin­
istrative action and the legislation necessary to implement the rec­
ommendations contained within the report. 

(42 U.S.C. 3001 note) 

SEC. 206, DEFINrnONa 
For the purposes of this title— 

(1) the term "area agency on a îng" has the meaning given 
the term in section 102(17) of the Older Americans Act of 1965 
(42 U.S.C. 3002(17)), 

(2) the term "Stete agency on aging" means the Stete 
agency designated under section 305(a)(1) of the Act, 

(3) the term "Secretaiy" means the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, 

(4) the term "Conference" means the White House Con­
ference on Aging, and 

(5) the term "Stete" means any of the several Stetes, the 
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
Guam, American Samoa, the Virgin Island8,-Jthe Trust Terri­
tory of the Pacific Islands, or the Commonwealth of the North-
em Mariana Islands. \ ^ 

(42 U.S.C. 3001 note) o f t he U n i t e d Sta;.23 

SEC. 207. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION.— 

(1) I N GENERAL.—There are authorized to be appropriated 
such sums as may be necessary for fiscal years 1992 through 
1994 te carry out this title. 

(2) CONTRACTS.—Authority to enter mto contracte under 
this title shall be effective only to the extent, or in such 
amounte as are, provided in advance in appropriations Acts. 
(b) A V A I L A B I L I T Y OF FUNDS.— 

(1) I N GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (3), 
funds appropriated to carry out this title and funds received as 
gifts under section 203(c) shaU remain available for obhgation 
or expenditure until June 30, 1006, or the expiration of the 
oiie-year period beginning on the date the Conference adjourns, 
whichever occurs earher. 

*i^VoV^^^^^^^'^^° FUNDS.—Except as provided in para­
graph (3), any such fimds neither expended nor obhgated be-
lore cKuic 30 lOOo, ui the expiration of the one-year period be-
gmning on the date the Conference adjoums.-Avl^ovQr occure 

" " f ^ ' r fAO u i n ' ' ^ t ^ ^ ' ' """^y ^̂ ''̂  Ol'i*^^ Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3001 et seq ) 
(3) CONFERENCE NOT CONVENED.-If the Conference is not 

convened before 4 ^ ^ ( ^ ^ - f ^ < ^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ neither expended 

Decembe r 3 1, 
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nor obhgated before such date shaU be avaUable to cany out 
the Older Americans Act of 1965. 

(42 U.S.C. 3001 note) 

* S e c t i o n 831 t h r o u g h S e c t i o n 839 o f t h e O l d e r Americans A--:" 
Amendments o f 1992 ( P u b l i c Law 102-375) c o n t a i n e d : (1) 
amendments t o t h e Older Americans Act Amendments o f 1987, 
w h i c h a r e a l r e a d y r e f l e c t e d i n the p r e c e d i n g t e x t , and ( j ; 
t h e f o l l o w i n g p r o v i s i o n s : 

S e c t i o n 837- Savings P r o v i s i o n 
A l l p e r s o r m e l assigned o r engaged under s e c t i o n 202(b' 

o r s e c t i o n 203 (a) (5) o f t h e Older Americans A c t Amendments 
o f 1987 (42 U.S.C. 3001 n o t e ) as i n e f f e c t i m m e d i a t e l y 
b e f o r e t h e d a t e o f the enactment o f t h i s A c t s h a l l c o n t i n u e 
t o be a s s i g n e d o r engaged under such s e c t i o n a f t e r such d a t e 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the amendments made by t h i s s u b t i t l e . 

S e c t i o n 838. Sense of the Congress 
I t i s t h e sense of t h e Congress t h a t t h e White House 

Conference on Aging should c o n s i d e r the impact o f the 
e a r n i n g s t e s t i n e f f e c t under s e c t i o n 203 o f t h e S o c i a l 
S e c u r i t y A c t (42 U.S.C. 403) on o l d e r i n d i v i d u a l s who are 
employed. 

S e c t i o n 6 o f the Older Americans .Act T e c h n i c a l Amendmencs 
o t 1993 ( P u b l i c Law 103-171) conv,ained a d d i t i o n a l uechn-ical 
amendmencs t o ::he Older Americans Acr, Amendments of 1987 
v;nich are noced i n uhe ma r'-:̂  ns or i-!ie p r e c e d i n g rexL. . 



Revised Agenda 
Advisory Committee 

White House Conference on Aging 
March 3, 1995 9 - 11 AM 

Washington, DC 

9:00 - 9:10 

9:10 - 9:15 

9:15 - 9:45 

9:45 - 9:55 

9:55 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:45 

Welcome 
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National Instimte on Aging 

Mr. Blancato 

Discussion 
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Advocate on aging visits state to gear for parley 
•Robert B. Blancato of the 
WhKa Hoiise Conference on 
Aging says topics will cover 
abuse, cMId care and disease . 

By SPENCER HEINZ 
ol Ttie Ongontan stall 

SALBM — Alzheimer's dlsesBe. 
Abuse of Ihe elderly. Heallb care. 
Grandparents raislni; tbelr chll-
dreo's childreiL Inaccurdite media 
portrayals of older persons. 

Those will be some of the hot top­
ics at the upcoming While House 
Confereooe on Aging, tbe executive 
director of Uie conference said 
Wednesday In Saleni. 

Robert B. Blaacalo said older peo­
ple around Ihe nation — when asked 
what they think of how well the 
media cover aging — replied that 
more local reporters were being as­
signed lo tbe issues. But they said 
the national media leaded lo portray 
them as "greedy geezers" .or. as 
"burdens lo society." 

"Now you name me a oommuniiy 
in this stale or this country where 
an older person la nQl a productive 
member of that commuoily," Blan' 
cato told Qie crowd of Oregon's con­
ference representatives. 

"There are Ions and tons of com­
munities and millions of seniors 
who are actively involved in the 
community. But that's not the mes-: 
sage that ollen gets out through the 
naUonal media. •••.s..'.v 

"So. the Wlvte House' CooTerence 
sees' a'•'bully .pulpit' •opportunity,":. 
.Blancald 6ald.'"Motto ooayert any-̂ , 
body, but Just to level Uu playing 
field a Utile on how the t i coveTj' 
aging, bow Ihey 'pdrUay the elderlŷ  

and how they cover the stats oT rela­
tions between the geoeralions in 
thlscounhry." 

Blancato made his first visit lo Or­
egon while preparing for the While 
House Conference on Aging. Blanca­
to, 43, Is a Clinton administration 
appointee who served In tbe IBSOs as 
'stair director of the House Select 
Committee on Aging's subcommittee 
on human services The conference 
is the fourth such one since 1961 and 
the last one planned for this centu­
ry. 

Scheduled May 2̂  Ui Washington, 
D.C, the conference will make rec­
ommendations for a naUonal aging 
policy lo take Ihe country into the 
Zlst century. 

The cdnference will bring together 
2,000 delegales selected by Congress, 
the WtUte House, governors and oth­
ers. 

About 600 meetings have been \ 
planned around Ihe nation as dele­
gates develop recommendations and 
set priorities. Blancato was in' town 
to meet'wilh the Oregon State Con­
ference on Aging, which bas been 
gathering vlewpoinls to help floe-
tune Oregon's priorities for the con-

• ference. 
Blancato said grandparents have 

become Ihe'primary caregivers for 
' 3.1 million grandchildren. Grand­

parents also serve as the primary 
day-care providers for another 2 mil-

' llqn grandchUdren, he .said. 
,'. "Another'̂  challenge," Blancato 
/ said, "Is the need for us to recognize 
::̂ aginB as a pneraUonal issue in Ihis 
."-•.country. We are not bavbig a While 

House Conference on tbd aged.' It's 
a much broader and-much more 

.-.{.challenging Issue for us to deal wilh. 

..dur policy discussloDS have to re-
•'C tthal." • • . • 

" — — 

Now_>'ou name, me a 
community... where an 
older person is not a 
productive member... 

Robert B. Blancato 

— fJ 

Circulating, at Wednesday's gath­
ering were results of a survey of sev­
eral hundred Oregon residents, 
James A. Davis and Associates con­
ducted the 'survey on behalf of Ore-
gon's planning committee for lhe 
While House oonferenoe, 

Among survey findings: 

•Two oul of three of lhe 380 retirees 
who participaled In lhe survey llslej 
aHordable health care as (heir lop 
Issue. Social Securily concerns were 
a distant second, followed by ques­
tions about long-term care. Other 
top issues included crime and safe­
ty, Incwrae security, low-lncomo 
housing, the' naUonal deficit, govern-
ment credibility, education aiiJ 
Iransporlation. 
•Top concerns of the 33 responding 
service providers included long-
term care, alTordable health care 
and Social Security. 

Blancato said Ibe success of the 
upcoming conference would depend 
on putting recommendaUons into ac­
tion. 

"The roads' lhal get us there all re­
volve around lhe term 'advocacy,' " 
Blancato said, "because I believe 
sincerely this is a conference where 
advocacy Is going to be so, so impor­
tant." 
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^onierence 
mixes wit, 
activism 
By L Kelly 
The Wichita Eagle 

HUTCHINSON — They want to make 
the world a better place. They want to 
share theh" wisdom. They don't feel "old" 
and they are not ready to sit quietly in 
rocking chairs. 

And so more than 200 Kansans of many 
ages continued their two<lay conference 
on agjng Friday to talk about their prob­
lems and to propose solutions. The resolu­
tions they heli^ write at the Kansas 
White House Conference on Aging will be 
presented at a national conference May 2-
5 in Washington, D.C 

The Hutchinson gathering — which was 
coordinated by the Kansas Department on 
Agjng and the Kansas Association of Area 
Agencies on Aging — drew members of 
the general public, along with representa­
tives of organizations and agencies that 
deal with oider Kansans. 

Laughter helped lighten the complex 
and serious topics, which included health 
care, crime, isolation, stereotypes and reg­
ulations. 

For example. Art Colhns of the Wyan­
dotte-Leavenworth Area Agency on Aging 
helped lead a discussion on ways to im­
prove the economic security of senior citi­
zens. While presenting the group's ideas. 

See AGING, Page 3D 

AGING 
From Page ID 
he joked that they had strayed from 
the topic to discuss sex, rock 'n' roll, 
and violence. 

"The group loved sex and rock 'n' 
roll," he said, "but it's violence that 
has got to go!" 

Such stereotype-busting comments 
were common; these are people 
who want to remain in the main­
stream of society. 

There was Hutchinson resident 
Samuel Kahalewai, 76, who said he 
was tiappy to help define what is­
sues are important to older Ameri­
cans. He believes that job retramingl 
and volunteering to help others are 
vital to "productive aging." 

There was Lucille Horyna, of 
Hutchinson, who is 78 and volun­
teers at her church and in a mentor­
ing program that helps single par­
ents. She attended the state 
conference because, "Anything that 
we can do to make our lives a little 
better, thafs what I think we need 
to be active in." 

And there was Marilyn Atkinson, 
65, of St. John, who has been retired 
for two years and has a good role 
model for active aging in her neariy 
blind 8&-year-old father, who helps 
her deliver Meals on Wheels. 

"If I can go back to my communi­
ty and talk to people about the is­
sues of aging, I feel like that's good," 
stie said. "And I think that it will' 
make a difference." 

Twenty-three Kansas delegates 
will attend the national conference, 
where ideas from across the coun­
try will be consolidated into 40 reso­
lutions designed to influence nation­
al policy for the next 10 years. 

Among the dozens of proposals 
the Kansas delegates will carry: 
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^ r ; S A I U T O G X I S F K I N G S •—: When 
l i i . state>!88, delegates go to Wash-
ington iii;Mfly .to. set the course for 
the next decade on issues confronting 
the, agiiigiitheyTl^bii^ platform 

; KamiTimnH :rnit in a statewide COD-
- 'veuticm held hiare .this w e e k . ; . ; • 
iv r̂tie.SOO didegate^^^ the New York 
jstate' Goimmjr's . Conference on Ag­
ing drew'together a list of. 60 rem 

.,.:m^: 
i i hvildarcriiKd J ' 
y to prod.iic -

mendations'iri: six! areaaythat . will 
guide the delegation, at the AVhita: 
House Conference on the Agirig.v.!'i. V;. 
--. "They did an.excellent job,';said. 
Maribeth Barsani, executive deputy 
director of the state OflBce ' for; the 
Aging. I t was an ambitious agmda. 
Wo have a plan for the next decade.in; 
aging programs; T h ^ planned: for 
their granddiildren and chBdren,';a3 
well as themselves." :'̂ o;'rTT3;'jj:\tTri<i-l̂ ^ 

. The platform'-was .! piit 'together 
under the doud of state and\federal 
spending cuts.. • '.v- j v-.i.i|'Srv-.--f̂  

On Tuesday, more than'100 dele-

gates', toardiefedii'' the : Saratoga 
; • Springaf disfett office of state Se^ 
.•.. MijbH^ilj»dw Joseph Bruno,.';!?-

BruiiiwclC^£b']^ $1;2 Killion; 
.'feduction^Jin.' itaie Medicaid • pro-

, gram3;̂ ...y-.i-:.Vi.'' - '• 
,V BomSe^Raj^cf " Cornars,-
V. Rensrel^^^GiT^t^, smd .wqridng on 
;i-:th'e*p$ii^am for-; the 
i;/^\^teiytlcali^aeaiiS the .statê and, 
i'î fedenJ'j-BoyienniM 
'iX^'srystimitic/ijejtiT^ of the, safety 
• •^neIt fpy all yiilijefable groups.' '.̂  :̂  ' ; 
, -,«^-^T&T&ople tt'tt^^ 
:ix generaboni.wh5.pul these.programs 

'in place,', ^ d Rayi who is exixutiv-c ;̂, fiiturt of aging programs, r ^ ? ^ ^ ^ 
idiiwt6r.'<rf;the Nw^Yprk StateWdeW 

,_. The . conferenos...; at ; the .Saratoga 
.; Springs\; City- Center,, was. Uie, end 
-result.'of il25-meeting8,:.iiiTOlying -; 
: ;3O,0O0.ip|Mpie, thatiW^.hel4 acrras 
' 'the state during the past year.:;.". .; 

- •' The a i ^ a i ^ ! f f tKe jilatfdfm'are • 
- health^caii?; K o i ^ i ^ 
" 'etioiioimc security; W .' 
. 'rioritj&'and-the'disabled, and: the 

. TOe'/platfoiro;,^^ 
haEilth'isre, hoiisi^ long .tSMI 
care' should be isifiordiible arid'aiOT^ 

•.; Jt also stated that eamoraic.secvllrĵ  
ty shoiiid I K provided and fuiidin^raf. 
aging programs should be qantinufeSi 
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Aging conference 
to help-establish 
national agenda 
BY KARLA SCOON 
The Cincinnati fenquirer •.'., - ; 

FORT- MITCHELL — Shiriey 
Chisholm, the first black woman 
elected to Congress, said Wednes­
day she was wary, of senior citi­
zens' political clout while she was 
in office. 

Chisholm, who kicked off the 
Tristate White House Conference 
on Aging at the Drawbridge Inn, 
said she — like many politicians — 
feared the tenacity and determina­
tion of older Americans who 
worked to make sure Congress did 
not overlook their, needs.. 

"Older people have become a 
pohtical force to be reckoned with : 
in America," said Chishohn, 70, 
who represented New York m the 
House, of. Representatives from 

, 1969 to 1983. ;"We older Ameri-/ 
cans are the change agents in this'' 
society." • ; • 

îicourages seniors :, . Chisholm challenged Conference 
participants to .show their power at 

.;thê baUot box.; / :. . ; 
"You can't make people do what 

they don't want to do, but you can 
exercise a certain penance," she 
said... "You can institute, certain 
sanctions." 

Chisholm, who. in 1972 became 
the first black woman to run for 
president,, said by the year 2020, 

, more than 40, million Americans 
will be 65 or older. She said Ameri­
cans need to vievf, the elderly as 
people with "human needs, human 
dignity and worth." ' . 
^ Cecil Wilford Sr., 69, of West' 
College Hill, $aid seniors do have 
the power, to influence the deci­
sions politicians make. He said he 
has voted more consistently as the 
years have passed. 
; "We know we've got clout. (Pol­
iticians) take notice when seniors 
come out,", he saidj • • ,. '• •> 
_ Conference chairman A. Eugene 
Smiley said the event is one of 60 

• similar., events being held nation-
:V d̂e-to. gather .input'-from seniors 

; on issues; they wknt addressed by 
the federal government.. The Na-

' Older 
people 
have 
become a 
political 
force to be 
reckoned 
with in 
America. 
We older Americans 
are the change agents 
in this society.' 

— Shirley Chlsolm 

tional White House Conference on 
Agmg will be held May 2-4 in 
Washington. -

Smiley said a national confer­
ence is held every 20 years to help 
create an agenda for Congress to 
develop a clear policy on older 
Americans. 

The Tristate event is the larg­

est "preconference" that has been 
held, he said. There are more than 
700 registered participants from 
Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana attend- " 
mg the two-day event, which ends 
today. 

About 60 lierCent of the partici-
pants, who were selected by mem-
bers of Congress or social service 
agencies, are 60 or older, he said. 

Smiley said five recommenda­
tions from the conference wilJ be 
outlined in a report and forwarded 
to the national conference, commit­
tee. 

Conference participants took 
part in workshops Wednesday to 
learn more about issues from 
health insurance to abuse of the 
elderly. 

"Today, they will meet in cau­
cuses to give input to the Tristate 
conference report. ; 

Robert Blancato, executive di­
rector of the, 1995 White House 
Conference on Aging, and William 
Benson, deputy, assistant secretary 
for. aging with the U.S. Depart­
ment, of Health and Human Serv­
ices also are/scheduled to speak 
today... . ;/ 
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PRESS CLIPPINGS 

IPrench to attendlagitigjC 
E y ANITA SMITH 
I- -P Staff Writer 

Paula French, executive direc-
t r of the St. Joseph-Lincoln 
£ anior Center, will serve as i del-
ejate to the White.House Confer-
e ice on Aging~set for May 2-5 in 
Washmgton, D.C. 

She was appointed a delegate 
ty U.S; Rep. Fred Upton. 

The 2,259 delegates from 
t hroughout the country will join 
President Clinton and others to 
c evelop resolutions about the na-
tional aging policy over the next 
c ecade and begin planning strat­
egy to implement the resolutions. 

French said the White House 
(!onference on Aging will deal 
\7ith 18 issues gathered 'from 
l ublic opinion from across the 

Health care, income security 
are top issues with delegates 
nation. 

"The top five issues people are 
most concerned about are health-
/long-term care, income security 
and other benefits, housing/social 
and community services, crirrie 
and personal safety, and interde­
pendence of : generations," 
French said. .. 

Because all delegates can not 
deal with all 18 issues in four 
days, delegates are to select one 
or two issues of interest to them 
before breaking into small focus 
groups. French hasn't yet de­
cided which interest groups she ^ 
will join. 

On Monday and Tuesday, she 
will • attend a pre-White House 
Conference with all Michigan del­
egates at the Kellogg Center in 
Lansing. There they will develop 
a policy platform to reflect the 
needs of Michigan's, .maturing 
population. '{:•••} ''. 

The issues to be discussed in , 
Lansing next week, were com­
piled from issues brought up at 
smaller mini-conferences held 
thfoughout Michigan last fall, she 

' said. •'. • 
Michigan's delegation for the 

Washington meeting will include 
27 delegates named by Gov. John 

Engler and 17 named by mem­
bers of the state's Congressional 
delegation. ' 

The number of delegates cho­
sen by the state's governor is 

based on the state's population of 
people 55 and older, compared to 
the nation's total population 55 
and older. Delegations selected 
by governors must be composed 
of 50 percent people 55 and older 
and 50 percent women. In addi-: 
tion, minorities, urban, and rural 

, residents must be represented 
according to their representation 
in the state's total population. 

This White House Conference 
on Aging is the fourth such con­
ference ever assembled and the 
last of this century. PAULA FRENCH 

Appointed delegate 
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Lincoln professor tp attend national conference on aging 
By M I K K I BURLE 
News T r i bune 

Dolores Penn, an assistant pro­
fessor at Lincoln University and 
the gerontology specialist for Uni­
versity Extension, will be a Mis­
souri delegate in May to the White 
House Conference on Aging in 
Washi nglon,"t).C. 

Mrs. Penn, who was named by 
Gov. Mel Camahan, is one of at 
least 29 deJegates £rom Missouri. 

Official expect 2,259 delegates 
from around the country to join 
President Clinton and others for 
the conferehce. The delegates will 
develop resolutions to influence 
national a ^ g policy over the next 
decade and map out a strategy for 
putting the resolutions into action. 

Mrs. Penn, who attended the 
1981 conference, said delegates 
have been attending training ses­
sions to discuss policy issues that 
will be addressed at the confer­
ence, including health and income 
security, long-term care. Social Se-.. 
curity and quality of life. 

Mrs. Perm, who is 62, said she 
supports any policies that would 
improve health care use, promote 
affordable universal health insur­
ance, and give tax credits toward 
training opportunities to middle-
age and older women who want to 
return to the workforce or to 
school for advanced degrees. 

The delegates are "concerned 
about the elderiy. We want to 
make sure that they have a great 
quality of life," Mrs. Penn said. 

Mrs. Penn and her husband, 
Marshall, have lived in Jefferson 
City since 1989. He is the retired 

in senior initiatives since 1974. 

The 1993[ conference is the 
fourth one ever and wil! be the 
last of this i-entury. Leading up to 
the conference are more than 700 
officially recognized events across 
the nation, including local, state 

Dolores Penn, an ossistont professor at Lincoln Universitv; is one of 
ot least 29 Missouri delegates who will attend the White House 
Conference on Aging. 

head of the university's music de-
partmenL 

As part of her duties at the uni­
versity, Mrs. Penn designs and de­
velops educational programs . for 
older adults throughout the state, 

^he has a special interest in 

and regional activities as well , 
mini-conferences and focus 
groups. 

t!:ich Missouri tonfjiossinaii 
named one delegate to the confer­
ence, and Carnahan named I8 del­
egates. 

southeast Missouri counties be­
cause women, especially older mi­
nority women, who live in the area 
have the. lowest income in the 
state and the poorest health, she 
said. 

Mrs: Penn also is a member of' 
the state Advisory Cound] on 

• Aging. She is. the project director 
. for two grants for cancer preven­
tion and control, one financed by 
the Missouri Deirartment of 
Health and the other by the Na­
tional Cancer Institute in Wash­
ington, D.C. She has been involved 

^ 
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TODAY'S TOPIC: Conference on Aging 

Local voices due in DM 
• Delegates will relay 
area's collective thinking 
on issues affecting elderly 

•nie following delegales will rep­
resent the region at the White 
House Conference on Aging, May 2-
5. Here are some of the topics they 
want to discuss at the conference: 

"When people go into nursing 
homes, it can cost 130,000 to 
$36,000 a year. You can run 
through yoiu- life saving . , . and 
the spouse who remains at home 
can suBer financial strain. That's 

an issue I'm 
particular^ in­
terested la 

"Many ex­
perts feel that 
helping people 
stay in their 
own homes 
will help pre­
vent them 
fnxn these ex­
pensive, ex­
pensive long, 

term care costs. I want to be sure 
there is provision for elderiy who 
need this kind of care to get it, even 
when their resources are depleted. 

"Services such as Mobile Meals 
and Passport, which helps older . 
Ohioans remain in their homes, are 
subject to uncertain funtfing. As the 
older populatioa increases, the need 
will also increase. 

"Programs that help older well 
adults stay productive are impor­
tant to maintain alSO. 

"One of the roles of the dele­
gates will be to come back and 
mobilize the people here, to get 
done what we need to get done. 
Ultimately, il all goes back to the 
voter." 
— Margaret Olds, Cuyahoga Fails, 

director of Summit County's 
OASIS educational program, ap­

pointed by Rep. Tom Sawyer. • 

Margaret OMs 

Profiling the older population 
The nation's elderly population, 10 times larger now 
than in 1900, is expected to more than double between 
1990 and 2030 as Baby Boomers reach age 65 begin-. 

Population 65 yeara and 
over in 1990 

ning in 2011. Eleven stales could have more than ! . 
million elderly by 2010. Ohio's elderly population rai\)ti 
among the highest In the United Stales 

I 1 Under 

"More than 8 out of 10 older OhloaiB 
own homes, and more than '. 
two-thirds own homes that are . 

, mortgage-free. . . 

• Almost on&ihird of older Ohioans livo 
alone; of Ihose age76andol(Jei;more 
than half live alone. 

• Income for Ohio eldets who are 
minorities is much lower than for 
white Ohio eldeis. About lin 4 older . 
white Ohio residents takes In less 
lhan $9,500 a yeai; for older Aftican-
Americans in Ohio, over 4 in 10 lake 
In less than $9,500. 

• Fewer Ohio elders liw below the 
poverty rate than the [utional average. 

• Ohio's older population tanks 7th 
In the nation. The total elderly 
population is 1.432 million 

Here are numbers showing the growth in Uie 65-plus population from 1980 to 1 

•":̂ ;ĵ ^v.;->;i.;Ea,.i98o.. 

• ' " I hope "to shftr^ erpertenoefi— 
lhal will sensitize the government 

Lo the ongoing 
needs, of the 
elderty poor. 

" I hope to 
advocate for 
continuing the 
Older Ameri­
cans Act, and 
against cutting 
meaningful 
programs such 
as the Foster 
Grandparent 

, 1900-
populatloh'"'.'.. populatiih '̂ 

Portage mgrmvth ^ m g y g n 9,667 "" 
13,341 

Summit : • T.li-
Summit 21%growth ̂ u ^ i ^ 1 58,987 

Medina • ,067 
•11,860 

Medina 47!« growth gggg* ,067 
•11,860 
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growth Wayne 27%growUi. i m ^ m j |C,301 •• . 
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Ohio 
population 

growth 
20.38 

percent 

• Ninty-five percent of ail older.. • 
Ohioans would prefer lo live In ' 
their own home, even if Uiey need 
outside care. TWo-thirds of Ohio.»• 
elders Uve on their own, ;,• *, 
depending tiiainly on help froth '• 
lamily, friends and neighbors. * 

• SUfihOy over 137,000 older Ohioanff 
are employed. . i 

• Ohioans age 85 and older are part ., 
of the fastest-growing age group ' 
in the stale. The 85-plus group .. j 
increased by 77 percent between 
1970 to 1990. . . ' i 

,: Here arc numbers ... 
•jfi redccting tho percent of " 
brrji f. ijeMers In the total popul̂ .'' 
'C\-. 'Iiralionofeachanalrt>l990: 

StaA 14.41% • 

t- r •-' "'••Ij 

Ohio 12.6% :"• 

Myitla Peters 

Program, the Retired and Senior 
Volunteer Program, and Uie Senior 
Companion Program." 

— Myrtle Petetri, Akron, direc-
tor of Alain's Foster Grandparent 

Programs, appointed by Gov. 
George Voino\Tcli. 

"Many important focus issues, 
ranging from hcalUi care to crime 

and personal 
safety, will be 
discussed. I 
fed Uiat one of 
the im­
portant focus 
nrpflc inHiiHtx: 

JAWKETANNLiV Be«on Jounul 

Uie countiy. These include older 
adults as mentors for children and 
their parents in hi^-risk families, 
as menUirs for first-time Juvenile 
offenders, as tutors, and as staff 
members in day care centers. 

"These programs have et\ioycd 
a high success rau:, wiUi benefits 
for boUi the ytiung and the old. In a 
time of decreasing fimding, vanish­
ing resources and an approaching 
intergenerational 'war' based on Uie 
use of hmds as Social Security, in­
tergenerational programs provide 
an alternative approach Uiat 

TAKING PART 
To tuend the pruconference Ohio's prc-

(XHifcrtna; fur tjie Nutioial WliiU; ilousc Om-
fouio: on Afiinjj will be hcid Ai>nl IJ in Cu-
luin[)u.s. To|)i(s lo tic divnmtl arc fw.̂ iJUi 
can;, oi™, tuinomic a.'curity, irajisjiortiiljon 
UIHI housing, 

Rtsulis will bo carritsl lo Uie WuU: Mouse 
CotifunsKB. . . 

The conference wili be hdd from SiW a-ni ' 
U) 4 p.m. si the Aladdin Temple, 3850 Sidzer 
Koad. lb register lof the free oonfmuire, (all 
the Ohio Departmem of A ^ ((J 14) 4466-

irjOO. R<;̂ strution dcadlijic is April 5. 
To »Uend Uie ccnfcrrnce: There arc 

"olhimT M.S11S" ai-jjbiljlc at iJic Hinrur\.'na3 .. 
al Uie WaJiini,'U)n (D.C.) lliiiori. For more in- •'. 
furmatjon, mnUct Shirit-y Cobwi, (l!02) 215- ' 

To witci) Uie fonfeffjice; It niil bo bnnd-
cjtsi I, siU;ItjU;. TTK sixufic dianjvj w-ill be ^ 
dofjgnaUid shortly before UiL'( ;, For u 
more infonnalion, cali Mike- CaUahan st 1-' 
e0(>-80O-2J72. 



oifapopiilatknliicrease8,lheiieed • " ' 

TPnigrams that help'older 
•adults dqr productive are impor-

to maintaiii, also.: . 
"One al the roles of the ' dele-

Pfes win be to come back and 
mobUize Uie people here, to get 
done what we need to get done. 
Ultimately, U all goes badt to Uie 
voter." 

— Mai^^ret Olds, Cuyahoga Palls, 
director of Summit County's 

OASIS educational program, ap­
pointed by Rep. Tim Sawyer. 

' I hope to share experiences 
Uiat will sensitize Uie government 

lo the ongoing 
needs of the 

. elderly poor. 
" I hope to 

advocate for 
continuing the 
Older Ameri­
cans Act, and 
against cutting 
m e a n i n g f u l 
programs such 

Myrtle Petara !? ">« foster 
„ ,̂  Grandparent 
rrogram, Uie Retired and Senior 
Volunteer Program, and Uie Senior 
Compamon Program," 

— MyiUe Peters, Akron, direc­
tor of Akron's Foster Grandparent 

Programs, appointed by Gov. 
George Voinovieh. 

"Many important locus issues 
ranging from healUi care to crime 

and personal 
safety, will be 
discussed. I 
feel Uial one of 
the most im­
portant focus 
areas includes 
inter-genera­
tional issues. 
As delegates 
develop policy 
recommenda­
tions for any 

we must 

Mora Uian 8 out of 10 older Ohioans 
own homes, and more than ':.! 
two-Uiirds own homos that aie 
mortgage-ftee. 

; n t u M U l U U l U U U m U S U U t e S m i e S } .( i . . . 

. Uian $9,600 ayoar; for older Afiican-, 
Americans in Ohio, owr 4 in 10 lalce 
u l l o w u b i l l ,>J,iAAJ. 

• Fewer Ohio elders live below Uie 
poverty rate than Uie national average. 

• Ohio's older population ranks 7th 
In Uie nation. The totiil elderly 
population Is 1.432 miliion 

ijMiuij', muiuaananeignoors. . • . i 

"SlighUy over 137.000 older OMn.'n* 
dioeniployud. 

• Ohioans age 85 and older ate part 
of Uie fastest-growing age group •; 
in Uw state. The 85-plus group 
Increased by 77 percent betweeit 
1970 to 1990. 

Here are nmnterashowingUie growUi In Uie & p t o populationfitim 1980 to 1990.. 

.1980.:... 
population 

, 1990 
population 

,(,301 

'11,803 
î ougDtmHmmrmiinicnimiiimfc, 
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g 68,097 • i.'J.ii • 

National 
popuUUon 

gowth pcrcmt 

. Ohio 
population 

growth porctnt 

,; Here are numbers .. 
ft rellecting Uie percent of • • 

: M e n bi the total popul- ' 
I >i ation of each arta In 1990: 

U.6% 

Nancy Likens 

important aging iasue, ...uo, 
masider the impact on all genera 
•ons. 

-The message Uiat I am hearing 
from local older adults, as well as 
older Americans across Uie nation, 
emphasizes Uie importance of pro­
grams and services Uiat address 
the needs of Uie entire family. 

" I hope Uiat I have Uie opportu­
nity to wortt on shaping policy Uiat 

^ will strengUien Uie fanSy, because 
J strong famUies produce strong 

members, young and old alilte " 
— Nancy Likens, Wadsworth, 

executive director, MedUia County 
OfHce for Older Adults, appointed 

by Voinovieh. 

'One of my main concerns will 
be intergenerational programming. 
It iJ'as once said that Uie way we 

freat our chil-

Uie countiy. These include older 
adults as mentors for chiWren and 
Uieir parents in high-risk families 
as mentors for first-time juvenile 
offenders, as hitors, and as staff 
members in d ^ care centers. . 

"TTiese programs have er^oyeii 
a high success rate, wiUi benefits 
for boUi Uie young and Uie old. In a 
time of decreasing fimding, vanish­
ing resources and an approaching 
intergenerational 'war' based on Uie 
use of hmds as Sodal Security, in-
te.-generaUonal programs provide 
an alternative approach Uiat may 
padfy many, briiiging togeUier gen­
erations united as one caring na­
tion." 

— Merle Grifl; Canton, direc­
tor. McKinley Centre Intergenera­
tional Project, appointed by Rep. 

Ralph Regula. 

TAKING PART 

"1 will cany to Uie conference 
Uie following concerns: 

"Economic security — protect­
ing Uie long-term viability of Social 

Security, dis­
continuing gov. 
emmenlal bor­
rowing from 
Uie Social Se­
curity fund, 
and leaving 
the surpluses 
intact to ade­
quately fund 
present and f i j -
bire recipients. 

• H e a l t h 

Tb ittoiil tbe prtcoiif erence: Ohio's pit-
mnferHKe for the National While House Om-
lOHice on Agliig will bo held April 13 In Co­
lumbus. Tbpics lo be discussed ait health 
care, dime, eoonomic security, Uwisportation 
and housing. 

Results will be caimllo tlie \*'hiK; House 
wnferHioe, 

Tlie conference will be held Inm 8:30 a.m. 
M p.m. at the Aladdin Temple, 3850 Suber 
Road. Tb isgiaer for the free conftreoce, call 
IM Ohio Department of Aging, (614) 4466-

JAMEE TANNER/BcKon Jgunul 

6500. Registration deadline is April 5. 

lViaaeniitlitOTfOTiict:Thereart250 
•observer seats" available at the conference , , 

al Uie Washington (D.C.) Hilton. Fbr more in-'- i 
nation, oonlact Shirtey Cohen, (202) 246-,: ,1,' 

To wiuli Uie conrerence: h will bo bnlad-. 
cist by salcililc Tbe spodEc channel will be 
teignatad shortly before the conference Tor 
more infonnalion, call MilceCallaJian a l l : .'• 800.800 2372. ion«il.,^,_. 

Anne Nbton 

Morte Oitfl 

^ralionaj prograrm bring together 
-le .TOung and old in ongoing rela-
ionships Uiat fosux understanding. 
'^e\'ve lalwn many forms in pUot 
.-ograms. such as ours. UuDughout 

care — protecting Medicare to­
geUier wiUi Uie need for access to 
affordable and quality healUi care 
mduding long-term care. Also, in­
creasing Uie emphasis on preventa­
tive healUi programs. 

••Housing - keeping Ohio's 
Passport program (for elderly home 
care) open year-round, wiUiout a 
waiting list, increased supportive 
services, such as transportation 
and home delivery of meals, 

"Quality of life — continued edu­
cation, advocacy and service Ui pro­
mote independence, dignity and 
purpose for older people." 

— Anne Nbion, Akron, lead vol­
unteer for Area 5 of Uic American 

Association of Retired Persons, 
appointed by Voinovieh! 

The needs of the nation's elders v.ill be 
addressed at the White House Conference on 
Aging May 2-5. Five delegates from the region 
will attend. Pass your thoughts to them bv 
answering the following question: 

S?̂  

' IJI?'^*.!!!""''' President Clinton know 
' In'Sul r e l ^ ' " " ' '^^ '"^ 

t ' i l r spa^ ' i ' ^ rov iS . " ' ° 

Mall your 
response to: 

Tell The President 
•Akron Beacon Journal 

44 K. Exchange St. 
P.O. Box 640 

Akron, Ohio 44309 

Mail your coupon 
by March 28. 

Keep your mcssajcs brief 

Myrtle Peters 
(work) 990-4030 
(home) 635-2423 

Margaret Olds 
(work) 633-7814 
(home) 945-4327 

Anne Nixon 
784-8505 

Nancy Likens 
723-9514 
336 6057 
225-7100 

Merle Griff 
450-1014 
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• Healthcare, housing 
are critical subjects 
Continued flrom Î Eige BI 

deficit are now being tossed around 
like so many bean bags. ' . -

For instance, the Senate un­
veiled another dQQdt-reduction plan 
on Monday; one that would include 
braking Medicare's growth and cut­
ting cost-of-living indieases to So­
cial Security beneficiaries.; 

" . . . EJveiything's on the table, 
eveiything's being challenged in the 
interest of diange," conference di­
rector Bob Blancato said in a tele­
phone interview fiom Washington. 
Blancato has been, driss-crossing 

the country for mo ths, attending 
pre^nference forur s such as; last 
month's Clevelani summit on 
aging, which drew 1,000 partici­
pants, making it on( of the largest 
turnouts in the couriy. 

"We're in an envi onment where 
there may not be th i ability to put 
forward a series of oigornew ini­
tiatives (but to) take a look at what 
is out there and mal; it better," he 
said. ., 

The first White louse Confer­
ence on A^g was eld in 1961. It 
is widely considered the most sig­
nificant, as it result d in the cre­
ation of Medicare nd Medicaid, 
pron̂ ted states to 'jstablish com­
missions on aging, aid was respon­
sible for the Older nericans Act, 
establishing the fedeid Administra­
tion on A^ng. Also, le conference 
resulted in more si sidized hous­
ing and transporta on for older 
Americans. 

Conferences hai! b̂een held 
each decade. The laa held in 1981, 
was strained becausi it was jointly 
planned by the adninistrations of 
Jimny Carter and I||nald Reagan. 

It was the least productive, resi4t-
ing in onty the 1983 S<xaal Security 
reforms. 

This year's conference is the 
first that will have an intergenera­
tional theme, Blancato added. 

"We're trying to put out the 
word that it's a conference on the 
aging, not the aged" To convey this 
message, 15 youth delates will 
attend the conference, he said 

Blancato said he hopes the con­
ference will hdp dispel the belief 
that there is a mounting intergener­
ational war over entitlements. 

"We need to put a coalition to­
gether that goes to bat for the 
needy of both groups," he said 

Conference tt̂ ics were formu­
lated after a series of several hun­
dred pre-conference meetings. The 
four main issues win be:' 

• Assuring comprehensive 
health care, including long-term 
care. 

• Promoting economic security. : 
• Maximizing housing and sup­

port service options. • '/ ••< ':• 
• Maximiang q}tions for a quali­

ty life. 

• Conference on Aging achieved m̂ or goals in past, 
but new climate may dictate more modest objectives 
BY KATHERINE SPITZ 
Beacon Jtyumal sUiff turiter ,, 

America is getting older and its 
money is getting titter. 

The first of the Baby Boomers 
will turn 50 next year, and there is 
record growth in the nation's 85-
plus population. At the same time, 
Medicare and Social Security cuts 
are being pitched in Congress. 

All this makes it a crucial time 
for the century's final White House 
Conference on Aging, being held 
May 2-5. 

Past conferences have led to 

federal policies affecting older 
Americans, including the formation 
of Medicaid and Medicare. 

Such issues are particularly im-
portaiit to some parts of this region. 
In most areas, the growth of the 65-
plus population has surpassed the 
national average. 

Between 1980 and 1990, that 
growth was 24.3 percent. But the 
rate was neariy double in Medina 
County, making it Uie highest in the 
region. The lowest in the region 
was Summit County, at 20 percent. 

Ohio will be heavily represented 

at the confer-' 
ence, sendmg 
61 delegates,. 
including five 
from the area. ^ 

The discus­
sion at this 
year's confer­
ence comes at 
a time when 
the political cli­
mate has dras-
t i c a 1 1 y '• ^ 
changed. Although the White House 
conference is bipartisan, and was 
planned before November's Repub­
lican landslide, ideas to shrink Uie 

See GOALS, Page B5 

Five area dele-: 
gates to give input 
at aging meeting. • 
PageB3. ; 
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TRIBUNE-REVIEW 

Health care, Social 

at aging CiO|ieren(:e 
WASHINGTON (AP) - More 

: than 2,250 people are preparing for 
; a three-day debate that will influ. 

ence the federal government's role 
in a process no one escapes regard­
less of their politics — gettine 

: older. .. 
. As in previous years, healih 

care, income security and housing 
top the agenda at the fourth White 

House Conference on Aging in 
Washington in May. . ' 

But don't assume the conference 
will focus only on people over 55 
said Robert Blancato, the event's 

! : executive director. •̂ :' ': \ - ' . . ' ; . i -:. 
Discussions w i l i . touch' on i 

employment, mental health .and-
child care as well as retirement and ' 
healthy living, he said. 

"This is a White House confer­
ence on aging, not a White House 
conference on the aged. The topics 
are very comprehensive and broad 
They impact more than just the 
older population," said Blancato a 
former president of the national 
Wheels on Meals program and a 
former staff director for the House 
Select Committee on Aging. 

"It's about redefining defining 
images of aging, productivity 
training, having a second career' 
having a third career, education' 
volunteering," said Fernando Tor-
res-Gil, head of the Health and 
Human Services Department's 
Administration on Aging. 

"It will include some issues such 
as support systems, how one relies 
on friends, neighbors and relatives 
so as not to be lonely or alone " Tor­
res-Gil said. "We'll be talking'about 
what it means to live a good, long. 
life and have a measure of indenen-
dencc." 

Delegates are still working on 
specific proposals. But as in pi-evi-
ous conferences, ideas approved by 
delegates could find their way into 
new federal programs, policies and 
laws. 

Tins year's political fight over a 
proposed balanced budget amend­
ment to the Constitution probably 
will make Social Security and 
Medicare hot topics, organizers 
said. 

"1 think the discussion wil l 
include the need to establish a 
home- and community-based long-
term health care system," Blancato 
said. " I think there's strong inter- i-
est among delegates:forrfeaffitTha 

tion on Social Security and its 
integrity, and I believe there will 
be a special concentration on the 

: need to assist the rapidly increased 
number of grandparents providing 
care for grandchildren."; 
;. Grandparents provide full-time 
care for 3 million American chil-

:v; dren, he said, at times because of 
divorce or the imprisonment of one 
parent. Grandparents also provide 
primary day care for 2 million 
more children. 

"The problem is that state and 
federal laws have not kept up with 

•• this phenomenon," Blancato said. 
- Many of this year's topics were 
developed during more than 700 
pre-conference events, including a 
November forums on risk-free 
exercises for the elderly in 
Louisville, Ky., and a discussion on 
the lives of rural senior citizens in 
Hudson, N.Y., in December. 

Ideas proposed during the first 
Conference on Aging in 1961 played 
an important role in the creation of 
Medicaid and Medicare, Torres-Gil 
said. The Older Americans Act was 
passed and amendments to Social 
Security laws were approved pro­
viding more benefits. 

After the 1971 conference. Con­
gress increased Social Security 
benefits by 20 percent and estab­
lished cost-of-living escalators. The 
federal government also began a 
national nutrition program for the 
elderly and created the Supplemen­
tal Social Security Income pro­
gram. 

Social Security reforms foUowed 
the. 1981 conference, which was 

• planned by the Reagan and Carter 
. administrations. 

This year, conference organizers 
agreed to increase tlie number of 
delegates from 2,000 to 2 259 
because of last Novembers Repub­
lican sweep of Congress, confer­
ence spokesman Bryan I'reston 
said. 

Most of the delegates were cho­
sen by the nation's governors, con. 
gressmen and senators. Activists 
groups, including aging and veter­
ans organizations, also selected 
delegates as did the White House 
and the Health and Human Ser­
vices Department, . 
•• -"We've gof-caregivers, acade-
mics, professionals in the field and 

-lolks that are simply senior citi­
zens," Preston said. 
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Cooling 
Partly sunny today. 

High 45 to 50. 
Tonight , pa r t ly 
cloudy. Low 25 to 30, 
Sunday, mostly 
cloudy with a 40 per­
cent chance of show­
ers. High around 50, 

SATURDAY MORNING, MARCH 18,1995 
35 CENTS 

Aging Conference Held Here 
dinger Says Event Will Help 
To Form White House Policy 

S P E A K E R S AT C O N F E R E N C E - Robert Blancato (1), 
executive director of the 1995 White House Conference on 
Aging, and U.S. Rep. William dinger (R-5) were among the 
speakers at the Mini-White House Conference on Aging, 
"Myths of Aging," held Friday at Cross Creek Resort. It was 
sponsored by the Northwest Pennsylvania RSVP Directors' 
Network. Information gathered at this, and other, mini-
conferences will be presented at the White House Conference 
which will map out the country's aging policy for the next 10 
years. (Herald photo by Jon Sherman^ 

by J O N SHERMAN 
Herald Staff Writer 

Myth: All senior citizens 
love to babysit "their grand­
children. 

Reality: Someiio, some don't. 

Myth: All senior citizens 
want nothing more than to 
retire to Florida. 

Reality: Some do, some don't. 

Posters such as this greeted 
the approximately 200 residents 
from 11 counties who attended 
"Myths of Aging," a recognized 
White House Conference on Ag­
ing mini-conference Friday at 
Cross Creek Resort. 

The Northwest Pennsylvania 
RSVP Directors' Network hosted 
the event, one of many held 
around the country in anticipa­
tion of the official White House 
Conference on Aging to take 
place in Washington, D.C, in 
May. 

Keynote speaker for the con­
ference was U.S. Rep. William 
dinger (R-5), whose district in­
cludes nine of the 11 counties 

represented. 
Also speaking was Robert 

Blancato, executive director of 
the White House Conference on 
Aging. 

dinger, chairman oi tne 
House Government Reform and 
Oversight Committee, began his 
remarks by commenting he was 
"delighted to be out of the pres­
sure cooker of the 100 days and 
out in the real world." 

dinger explained that the 
White House Conference on Ag­
ing will develop the national ag­
ing policy for the next 10 years 
Similar conferences took place in 
1961, 1971 and 1981. 

"The ideas implemented at 
the conference will impact the 
new millennium," said Clinger. 

The term "aging" at first 
seems to refer only to the el­
derly, but dinger pointed out 
that everyone is aging, and that 
this is a component of the con­
ference. 

"This is what we're after," 
said dinger, "the interdepen­
dence of generations. The inter­
action is important between old 

Sec. AGING page two 



and young." 
Clinger outlined the impor­

tance of mini-conferences such 
as the one held at Cross Creek 
provides "grassroots" input to­
ward the final decisions made at 
the White House Conference. 

"Too many of us at the fed­
eral level," said Clinger, "Have 
gotten the idea that if an idea 
didn't originate in Washington 
It couldn't be any good. We're 
learning, though, that the best 
suggestions come from the bot­
tom up." 

Clinger took time in his re­
marks to discuss several aspects 

of the "revolution" under way 
on Capitol Hill. 

One of the objectives, he 
said, is to "re-define" the. rela­
tionship between the federal, 
state and local governments. 
"We want to take more of the 
decision-making process away 
from Washington," Clinger said. 

A "cornerstone" of the new 
Congress is block grants and the 
end of unfunded mandates. 

"We want to preserve the in­
tegrity of health and safety pro­
grams at the local level, rather 
than through bureaucrats push­
ing paper," the congressman 
stated. 

"Local people know better the 
people they serve." Clinger 
added that one aim of health 
care reform is to try to lower 
costs through insurance reform 
and the reduction of paperwork. 

The school lunch program is 
not "dead," Clinger assured the 

audience. 
"There's going to be less 

mandating and more listening to 
people," Clinger said. 

Speaking of the Senior Citi­
zens Equity Act, Clinger noted 
there are several objectives: 

•Provide more equitable taxa­
tion. 

•Increase the earnings limit 
so seniors can work without los­
ing Social Security benefits. 

•Repeal the tax increase on 
Social Security benefits. 

•Make available private, 
long-term health care insurance! 

Speaking of the aim to wipe 
out the federal deficit by 2002, 
Clinger said attempts are being 
made to avoid "raidine" Social 
Security and "absolutely slash­
ing" Medicare. 

"Social Security is the ulti­
mate safety net," Clinger as­
serted. 

While saying he is "sensitive" 
to the "Draconian" effect Medi­
care cuts would have, Clinger 
pointed out that if nothing is 
done, Medicare will be insolvent 
by 2001. The Social Security 
trust fund will be depleted by 
2029, just about the time the 
Baby Boomers are reaching re­
tirement age. 

"This is the most daunting 
challenge facing congressmen," 
said Clinger. 

Among the budget-cutting 
measures Clinger mentioned are 
"significant" cuts in corporate 
subsidies. "This current 
Congress does not represent the 

-aging-
Country Club set," said Clinger. 
"They're going after Wall Street 
and Main Street. It's a 'take no 
prisoners' attitude." 

Continuing, he noted, "This 
Congress came to do what's 
right, even if it means their re­
election. If they lose, they have 
the satisfaction of knowing they 
did the right thing. People may 
not like what we're doing, but 
we will be passing some pretty 
-profound legislation." 

Following his address, 
Clinger was asked if it were 
necessary for Congress to dis­
continue its funding to public 
television. 

He pointed out that the fed­
eral government only supplied 
15 percent of the funding for 
Dublic television. 

"Nowadays," he explained, 
"there is a variety of cable sta­
tions which carry quality pro­
gramming. Public broadcasting is 
no longer alone in providing a 
high level of programs, Clinger 
said. 

Clinger, Blancato, Rep. Scott 
Hutchinson and Jorina Ahmed, 
state director of the Corporation 
for National and Community 
Service, presided at a news con­
ference held after dinger's ad­
dress, 

Blancato was appointed exec­
utive director of the White 
House Conference on Aging by 
President Bill Clinton, 

Blancato commented that of 
the 750 similar mini-conferences 
held throughout the country, 65 

percent of the 58,000 who at­
tended were 55 years of age or 
older. 

Calling attention to the 
theme, "Myths of Aging," Blan­
cato said it is important to "give 
a better balance to how older 
people are perceived," 

Too often, he said, the media 
(especially the national media.) 
have given a misrepresentation 
of senior citizens as "greedy 
geezers" and coming across as 
cantankerous. 

He mentioned the tens of 
thousands of seniors who are 
leading productive lives as vol­
unteers. 

Clinger was asked whether 
cost-of-living allowances could 
be eliminated - not give people 
less, just don't give them more. 

Clinger replied it was a good 
suggestion, noting that COLA= 
are not expected by those in the 
private sp.ctor. 

Throughout the day, there 
were workshops on topics such 
as "Cognitive Functioning and 
Role Behaviors," "Sexuality and 
Per.sonality Characteristics," 
"Employability and New Ageism" 
and "Social Involvement and 
Portrayal in Advertising/.Media." 

In addition to Clinger and 
Hutchinson, other lawmaker.s in 
attendance were Rep. Teresa 
Brown and Fred Mcllhat tan 
representing state Sens. John 
Peterson and Tim Shaffer. 
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Aging conference ih May will cover 
By CASSANDRA BURRELL 

Associated Press Writer 
-WASHINGTON - More than 
2,250 people are preparing for a 
three-day debate that will influ­
ence the federal government's 
role in a process no one escapes 
regardless of their politics -
getting older. 

As in previous years, health . 
care, income security and hous­
ing top the agenda at the fourth 
White_House Conference on Ag-
iiTginWashington in May. 

But don't assume the confer­
ence will focus only on people 
over 55, said Robert Blancato, 
the event's executive director. 

Discussions will touch on em­
ployment, mental health and 
child care as well as retirement 
and healthy living, he said. 

"This is a White House confer­
ence on aging, not a White House 
conference on the aged. The 

topics are very comprehensive 
and broad. They impact more 
than just the older population," 
said Blancato, a former president 
of the national Wheels on Meals 
program and a former staff direc­
tor for the House Select Commit­
tee on Aging, 

"It's about redefining defining 
images of aging, productivity, 
training, having a second career, 
having a third career, education, 
volunteering," said Fernando 
Torres-Gil, head of the Health 
and Human Services Depart­
ment's Administration on Aging. 

"It will Include some issues 
such as support systems, how 
one relies on friends, neighbors 
and relatives so as not to be 
lonely or alone," Torres-GU said, 
"We'll be talking about what it 
means to live a good, long life and 
have a measure of independ­
ence," 

elegates are still working on 
spiific proposals. But as in 
prwious conferences,;:ldeas ap­
proved by delegates could find 
their way into new federal pro-
gr^is, policies and laws. . 

"riiis year's political fight over a 
pro.posed balanced budget 
aniendment to the Constitution 
prohably will make Social Securi­
ty and Medicare hot topics, or-
gaiuzers said. 

'• i think the discussion will 
include the need to establish a 
hoitie- and community-based 
long-term health care system," 
Blancato said. " I think there's 
strong interest among delegates 
for reaffirmation on Social Secur­
ity and its integrity, and I believe 
there wUl be a special concentra­
tion on the need to assist the 
rapidly increased number of 
grandparents providing care for 
grandchildren." 

. Grandparents provide full-time 
care for. 3 million American chil­
dren, he said, at times because of 
divorce or the imprisonment of 
one parent. Grandparents also 
provide primary day care for 2 
million more children. 

'"The problem is that state and 
federal laws have not kept up 
with this phenomenon," Blanca­
to said. 

Many of this year's topics were 
developed during more than 700 
pre-conference events, including 
a November forums on risk-free 
exercises for the elderly in Louis­
ville, Ky., and a discussion on the 
lives of rural senior citizens in 
Hudson, N.Y., in December. 

Ideas proposed during the first 
Conference on Aging in 1961 
played an important role in the 
creation of Medicaid and Medi­
care, Torres-Gil said. The Older 
Americans Act was passed and 

amendments to Social Security 
lawsijwere approved, providing 
morejjenefits. 

Aftfr the 1971 conference, Con-
gressj increased Social Security 
benefits by 20 percent and estab­
lished cost-of-living escalators. 
The fijderal government also be­
gan a pational nutrition program 
for the elderly and created the 
Supplemental Social Security In­
come program. . 

Social Security reforms fol-
lowedlthe 1981 conference, which 
was planned by the Reagan and 
Cartê  administrations. 

This year, conference organiz­
ers a^eed to increase the num­
ber of delegates from 2,000 to 
2,259 because of last November's 
Republican sweep of Congress, 
conference spokesman Bryan 
Preston said. 

Most of the delegates were 
chosen by the nation's governors. 

issues 
congressmen and senators. Ac­
tivists groups, including aging 
and veterans' organizations, also 
selected delegates as did the 
White House and the Health and 
Human Services Department. 

"WeVe got caregivers, academ­
ics, professionals in the field and 
folks that are simply senior citi­
zens," Preston said. "We really 
have a wide variety based on who 
chose them." 
• Because of its population, Cali­

fornia is sending the largest 
delegation - 129. American Sa­
moa and Guam are sending three 
each. 

"Each delegation must be 50 
percent senior citizens, and we 
define senior citizens as people 
55 and older," Preston said. 

"Each must be at 'least 50 
percent women and must reflect 
the state - meaning minorities, 
urban, rural," he said. 
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uovemor Appoints 
Conference 'l)elegates 

Gw, Stephen MerrUl h«s ap-
P^in^ (1 <£eleani«« to reprg^eni 
New Hunpohit* «t the IdW 
White Houae Conference on Ag­
in^ to be held Mav 2.S nt y^n 
W88hin«tgo HUton'and t W r ^ 

He h48 9im> 0tti!9d i ! 
nate ckdegate«. 

Heading the state delegation 
•a coordsnatock) iRaTniltoi S. J>«^ 
nwn of Ooncord; member of the 
State C(Hnmittee OR AaiM . . 

The groMp' teprs99ni£ the 
state's diwbjbd,'veterans, senior 
Cili^ns, iaip'inakers,' the' profeii> 
sions and thooe with proven re­
cords of aervioe for tbe elderly. 

Gov. MviTui's deiegaie Bp> 
potntees Include: 

State Sen. Eleanor Podles and 
St«te. Rep. Frances Riley, both of 
Manchester; May Casten of De^ 
ry, a former mayor, legislator and 
new cisaifm.in of, .the Sfste Ost^ 
J ĵjttee on^Agi^; Normfi.P. St 
•s^ixiaMi of noinprmn, who serves 
on the leglalatiw' committee of 
the American Asaociation of Re­
tired Persons end |[rene Iinmint 
ofjCJiarlestown/a fbtrner legist 
•sU»». snd inenibej' of, the State 
Committee on Aging. 

Suaanne Hovling, director, Ptl 
ham Senior Oentor; Cecdia^M. 
Mosden of daremont. ^U*»ot5»' 
AARP; Constance Strome of Coii-
•wCwwn SHM Kiuijeen S^mbati 
of TUton, assistant coromiasljqner, 
NH Department or Health and 
Human SeryioM.;'!'̂  

Also, former state senator and 
Globe Manuftacturing official, 

^ Also, Margaret Maiy Mongan 
of Manchester̂  fomier Deport­
ment of Health and Human Serv-
ices comri^^^ioner and .now 

— — . « * ^ r ^ ; , v « _ _ 5 . . 

Terrace Retirement Center in the 
^*«w ..Cuy; Ronald, Adcock of 
Ooncwri,. director, State Divisian 
of Elderly and Adult Servioes; 

••WW uiaimian of the State Com­
mission on •Disability: Conrad V. 
Moran of Manchester, director 

ard A, ChevreOls of Concord, di-
.cctof, SiaiK Divison of Human 
Services. . . 

Merrill's alternate delegate 
«PPoin(«eg include-

I 

j, Arlene K r̂̂ haw of M«nche<»-
[I ter. manager of the Nashua 
|; eouihem NH Regional Medical 

Doran of New Loiidon." membê * 
—....M .̂̂ v vn Aging; 

der^yaml'Aduft'Seriite^vJj^^ 
Miner of Concord, a fonnar'fegiB, 

arid now active in Merri-
mack County Senior QUzens 
groups; Weston Gardner of Plym­
outh Senior Cent£? ^ .d member 
State Committee on Aging and; 
(WMcft F. iVtison, MD, oit Mad-
bury, a fbnner legislator and re-' 
Uren̂  Dover physlciani' ' 

f*n members of Congiess 
have appointed the foUawini? iioi. 
egates; ~ 
sK^i. uwuu ur«^- c^RTeSl U. 

McKerley of Penacook, president 
of the McKeriey Health Care Cen-
terSj.Irip.; ' • 
Sen, Robert Smith; Manchester 
businessman Stephen N, Jla-
thleu; 
Rep. William Zeliff. Jr.; TeA hoe 
of Manche&ier; and 
Rep. Charles Bass: Bruce Sower. 
byofPeterboro. 

. ' * . 
Before he ilefl oHice. former 

Rep, RinhnM' . - 'AunM a m ^ j u . * ^ 

Patrida Russefl'of KeeoR^ 
^ ' ' 1 ! ^ ^ ^ '^^ <»elegates, 

~ tc^ vv(Awi€(tv«, appoinied by 
the naUon's governors, nwmbers 
of Congress, President Clinton. 
the T)icirir4 n ^ i ^ ^ u z . . Tt.. i _ . 

Rico, American Samoa, Guam 
the Virgin Islands, Palau and the 
Commonwealth nf ihc M„-f 
Mariana Islands. 

The goal of the conference Is 
f / t r w j \ . . , i A ^ I . . A * i „ 

~ ic;w/iuviuns'CO' i n u u -
ence naUonal aging policy and to 
aeveiop a blueprint for ^ o n to 

oonferenctf. the last one for this 1 
v.T...tury. wiij have an imact on ag- ] 
mg ooncema into the Zlat Cen- I 
tury. 1 
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. •BELOXI — One of the-country's 
• experts on public policy issues involv­

ing the aging says 1995 will be a 
critical year for anyone interested in 
those issues.:Vv ••>•-• • . • • ' : : i •. 
. That means, everybody,-accordiiig 

?to Fernando M.' Torres-Git assistant 
.•;secrBtary for apng in' the U.S. Dê  
ipartnjent of - Health^ Human 
S e r v i c e s . . ; • • . . . • • I I ^^JAtK,^^MXJ• < u i u u i u S ' A l ' l l U ^ ' 

' -Thirteeii percent of the American' Treasure Bay Resort;jlotjL 
ixHJulation today is 65 or older. Tor- " ~ '" 

; res-Gil said. By the year 2020, that 
figure win double to about 70 million 

. p e o p l e . . •. •. • •Ol 
"Ultimately, we are taOdng about (4 

addressing the concerns'of an aging j? 
society where all of us have a stake," t 
he said. "Aging affects evierything — 
housing, transportation;^ long-term it. 
care, health,' crime. We are preparing %] 
for the next century, wben all of us 

; hope to be. older." . .^•^ ,. i ; • 
j Torres-Gil was keyi^e speaker at ^ _ ' 1 ' 
the 10th annual Miss i s^ Joint Con- % ™'T9f.;'?|' 
ference on Aging ".'yhich began "! can-controlled Congress may doTo • 
Wednesday and ends'SFriday at the F j Medicare and Medicaid programs 
~ sasure Bay ResortiHot̂ L . ; ; .J Torres-GU opposes proposals to 

'Quahty of Life: Challenges of Ag- _ switch programs to block grants with 
inginaChangingSocfety"isthe cbn- options: for the states to provide 
ference theme. .. ' „ . . • . 

This : year 
marks the 30th 
anniversary of the 
.Older Americans 
Act, which is up 
for reauthoriza-

.'tion in Congress. 
It's also a year 

. when, Americans 
: are worried about 
what the Republi-

"We feel that's a prescription for 
dismantling Medicaid,"; he said. "The 
answer is not to reduce funds. ; .but 
to get control of health care, costs 
throughout the private sector. Ulti­
mately, it's the public who is going to 
have to demand a broader approach to 
reform." 
• Torres-Gfl said it's also time to 
make better use of older Americans 
as "one of our greatest untapped 
resources." 

People who lived through the De­
pression, Worid War n and the Cold 
War, he said, have talents, values and 
lessons to pass on to future 
generations. 

firiiiis aiid'150 brokers at 15 re­
gional firms. 

Among the findings: 

. • Twenty-six percent of pro-' 
spective women customers heard 
testimonials such as " I have in­
vested in this stock myself." 
Among males, 10 percent heard 
the tactic . ' 

• Women were more than twice 
as likely not to be asked about 
their investment history, which is 
important in determining suitabiL'̂ . 
ity of different financial packages.-

A.G. Edwards scored t>e'st 
among national firms with 8r.6l 
out of a possible 100. Dean Witter 
Reynolds ranked second. .̂  -T"-

Among regional firms, Missou­
ri-based Edward D. Jones & Co!;' 
was firsL ; • • 

i i i i i i i i l i l i iH^ 
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What Mississippians will take to the White House Conference on Aging 

-1 I 

to Washington 

iR. 
Shoomakarof 

Jackaon County 
picks up a pr». 
acrlption from 

ptannadst 
Woody G m U a 
alCatvart-Gam-

bla PtWTnacy 
on Puss Road 

In BHoxl. Haalth 
care Is one ot 

tfw primary con­
cerns being 

discussed at the 
1995Mlsslaalp-
pi Joint Confaiv.y 
snoson Aglno:' -

Tha comerenoe, 
scheduled 

through Friday, 
Is being hakj at 

IheTreasura 
BayReeorl 

Hotel. 

VEfNON MATTHEW&anE S U N H E H A L D 

Health care, economic security among concerns 
By U T BtRCEROW 
THE SUN HERALD 

• BILOXI — When Mississippi delegates go to the WWte 
House Conference on Aging in May, they will highlight 
elderiy Mississippians' concerns about access to heaJth 
care and home services, nutritJon, economic security, job 
opportunities, affordable housing and quality of life. 

The delegates' preliminary report, written after months 
of local and regional meetings with thousands of citizens, 
was presented Wednesday afternoon to about 400 people 
at the 1995 Mississippi Joint Conference on Aging at 
Treasure Bay Resort Ilotel. 

Some spoke up to ask the delegales to include other 
concerns, such as safety, transportation, more involve­
ment of churches and better use of existing funds. 

"What we're doing today is very important as we send 
our messages from Mississippi to Washington, from our 
house to the White House," said Eddie Anderson, state 
director of the [>i\-ision of Aging and Adult Services. 

The 60-plus population in Mississippi increased from 
392,605 In the 1980 to 427.996 in the 1990 census. Of 
those, 27 percent are poor, 60 percent are women, 52 
percent are rur^ and 17 percent disabled. 

The preliminary reptjrt points oul that, altiiough some 
of the aged liave gained ground over the past 10 years, 
many older citizens still need assistance. 

"Older people set standards of excellence for succeed­
ing generations," said Anna Mairie Barnes, health and 
human services advisor to the governor. 

"This IS our opportunity to influence tlie national pobcy 
on aging." 

Oa to Waikliigtoa 
Twenty-three delegates and 13 alternates have com­

piled the eight-page report after holding 19 smaller confer­
ences acn^s the state. This week's conference, which 
runs throu^ Friday, is the grand finale before a final 
report is ready to take to Washington. 

Jane Kennedy of Southern Mississippi Area Agency on 
Agjng and one. of the national delegates explained: 

"We need to help educate these delegates." Kennedy 
said. "Let's think of the entire society as an aging society. 
It's wonderful to have luxuries like senior citizens' center. 
But let's promote healthy lifestyles. Wc need to help 
people remain independent." 

tiach state is holding similar conferences, and all tJie 
delegates will convene in six weeks in Washington. Tlie 
number of delegates is determined by the 55-plus popula­
tion in each state. 

The White House Conference on Aging is a federally 
mandated event that has occurred about every 10 years 
since 1%1. The last one in 1981 is credited with the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act, Social Security refonn 
and expanded home care programs. 

Having their say 
Considered a grassroots effort because it begins at local 

levels and ends in Wasliington. tliis week's conference is 
attended by a mixture of interested citizens, those in the 
health care and aging industries, ministers and olliers. 

'ITwse in the audience heard a small amount of s;>eech-
making and lot of heartfelt comments by those who ttM)k to 
the microphone. 

"What I say comes from self-experience." said I'lialange 
Word of Greenville. "What we need to do is consider aging 
from birth because if we don't our children, the baby-
boomers children and their children will be in tlie same 
predicament that we are. 

"If you do not prepare for aging when you are young, 
you will be sacrificed." 

Several, including Dr. John Atwood al the U.S. Naval 
Retirement Home in Gulfport, asked the delt-gales to 
concentrate on existing funding. 

PUas€ see Aglag, Back Page 
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Roscoe Word Jr. 

Anger boilii 
over in Hou 
as welfiu-e I 
hotly debatt 
By JtmilFERDIMII 

. THE ASSOOATED PRESS 

a WASHINGTON — SI 
enipted in the House on V\ 
day as Democrats bitterly ; 
majority Repubbcans of u 
ram through a mean-spiril< 
fare overhaul bill, in the h 
floor fight yet over the 
"Contract With America." 

Den 

» Breakfast 
could end at 
Long Beach, A-
6 

WASHINGTON OmCIAL CALLS FOR BROADER REFORM TO HELP AGING 

accusf 
GOP 0 
cruel t 
dren a 
lagmg 
progra 

pay for a tax cut for the pn\ 
They decried GOP tactics i 
ing the far-reaching bill tow 
actmcnL The bill shrinks 

. spending by $66 billion. 
Anti-abortion RepubLca 

Democrats tried to derail 
eariier in the day. but lo; 
handful of votes, 217-211. 

Soon after, tempers boil< 
as Republicjuis grouped t-
11 amendmenls, includuip 
volving abortion, and • 
scaled back tJie debate. 

"Will you get these higi 
members to sit down and s 
You all sit down and shui 
down and shut up," Rep. S; 
bons, D-Fla, roared at the 
ing officer, • • 

Rep. Jim McCrery. K-! 
terrupted, asking, "Is [K.f. 
proper form of beh.i\ioi 
member of Congress?" 

" I be as petulant as I 
be," Gibbons boomed bad 
complained ULU the legist 
mean lo children. Repr 
b<>f>ed. 

"Boo if you want to, m:it:. 
out of yuurselves if you " 
. . . Let 'cm boo. Mr. Spt 
said Gibbons. 

In a senes of votes aftei 
day of angr>- dehatL-, Uic 
approvi'd ajnendments IILI; 
alJuw the s.-umgs from tin 
haul, an estinuted $66 bil 
be used to pay for tax cuis, 
proliibit federal welfare funi 
being spent on alwrtions f. 
women. 

Lâ -̂makers also agreed i 
per a l)an OEI cash aid to UIL' 
teen-age molfiers, and tu 1 
dren bom to women aiic. 
welfare, by allo^ îng such i 
to receive vouchers for U 
cliase of diapers a i i j 
necessities. 

Audit: Brok 
snub womer 
By THE ASSOCIATED PflEi 

• SAN FRANCISCO —Ar. 
cover audit of 21 stock brol 
show ihey failed to provide 
customers with \iLil inffji 
they gave men, llie San Fi 
Clironicle reported Wednc 

Tlie nationwride survey 
Francisco-based IVophet 
Research & Consulting t, 
150 brokers at the lop six r 
firms and 150 brokers at 
gional firms. 

Among the findings: 

• Twenty-six rierreni < 



Continued from A-t 

My message is, to fight for what 
we have and to ensure that the funds 
will be used for what they are sup­
posed to be used for," he said. 
, ?aul ,Gotten of William Carey Col­

l e t and also iiresident of the Missis­
sippi Gerontology Sodety, pleaded 
for equity between mental and physi­
cal̂  health for older dtizens. Sister 
Delores Coleman of de 1' Epee Deaf 

Coast: asked that the 
elderly hearing impaired not be over-

Natchez 

,,^&^^.^ranted tKeidelegates to 
; send the message to Washington to 

Hn? '''-P^s^ bickering and publica-
• tion of half-truths. . • • 

as^s'Srifnf^"'^™ '̂̂ "^ what I ŝ e 
3 t ^ ^ of divisiveness in our media 
anĉ m̂ our halls of Congress," 

: George Jobe of Biloxi. M R I ' S nTw 
: state director. 'That puts the yoST 
: ger people against t h / o l d ^ ^ S • 
; niales against females. an̂  S s ^ 
; ^ -'^tes when what we nŜ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

3'^^^'°''<=^for"stoWash^-
"igton with that message. Lord 
Knows our country needs it" 

A loud round of applause: followed, 
as It did when Roscoe Word Jr a 
delegate firom Clarksdale. said- " 

The problems I have seen in our 
nursing home business happen be­
cause yoû can'ttake away thê iunan' 
element. Care starts at home. How 
many holidays have I seen no family, 

. visit our patients. 
^^JTou. cannot give an injection of 

. . Several touched on the need of the 
/ 'state's religious efforts to turn to the 
older dtizen. 

. . ''Churches, in our communities 
: need to get involved in Mission Mis-
. sissippi," summed up the Rev. James 
R. Johnson, a former state aging 
director. 

The conferees indicated 'that Vikki 
Pilecki,:. of- Greenwood; . who repre­
sented the North Central Area Agen-

,cy on Aginig,; hit the ,nail :on:the head 
when she turned to the delegates and 
asked them'.tb visit the needy elderly. 

. The delegates are a diverse group, 
from a judge to a nursing home em­

ployee, and some indicated thev al­
ready had. 

"When you go out and see some­
one eating dog food," Poleckie said, 
"and when you see what's in their 
refrigerators or how they can't pay 
for medication, then you'U have some­
thing to take to Washington." •; 

• .̂ •.'•.•;<;.v...in.y.'>-.. 
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: the top pnonties of Idc^Lsehior citiiens £ 5 ' 
.areaprovider^dti^gaco 

, • • There was standing rodm only at the seriî ^ 
lor center as about 80 senior citizeSs S • 
.tYOTy'^^'y' '"'V^^ develop priorities for a : 

' Hn L r '"'^ .'that ..Will-attend..a \ i a i ^ 
.House Conference on Aging - . .. . ^ • ' ^ 
^ i l ^ f h l r ^"'^'""^ Social S r̂viĉ  
hv ^ conference was moderated 
by Rodney Lane, a member of the town 
commission on aging who is a dea^^ 

. l̂ Southerh' Connecticut State University • ' ! ^ ' 
-•^e^rsenipLciti2ens.'-pri6ritie 
vwere;healtn care, home cafe • hdus i«g |a l i ? 
nghts, transpprtation/safety; sehidr̂^̂^̂^̂  
services any mental-health. , :::vV;;?̂ :?*,----; 
.'.The care providers set the brder 'of priori-' ; 

. ties as. health caire, home care,'safetŷ  senior 
center seryices, housing.lransportation. le-

::;gal nghts;and mental health; v-̂  -V ^ 
' "Itis iniportaht to hear from the consum- -

ers to see what the priorities are," .said ; 
: Doreen Pulisdano, town senior services co­
ordinator and municipal, agent. : 

Attending the forum was Leo Mchlrath of ' 

Please see Senior, Page B2 
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re 
; Avith ail aiiimals rr f 
• rr ' and hasjia te ^ 

. them. Tls^b-itray 
js'/heartKejiBurjgerl 'v.--S î.-
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• • J the Danbury Seniof 
• Cehtef; a state delegation alternate 
to the White House conference. 

.n ',, "Coming from you; it is most im-
. portant," he said. "We really want 
to hear from you." • .̂ 'v. y,. ;v 
, State Rep. Mary Fritz, D-Walling-

I ford.-agreed that senior, citizens 
have to. be>;heard, especially at a 
time when state and national lead­
ers are proposing extensive budget 
Ciits. ^'/i;;.?-.;;?^/:.- • • 
. Later, during round-table discus­
sions devoted to separate issues, the 
participants continjied their discus-

siofis;-.;i.-.v,^\jf- .ii l^T'-'i•'!/''. 
Senior .citbien Marge Tobin called 

|; tran^pqrtaticjn/a k^^ that 
1 wthoUt̂ bli'ses;.!̂  by the 
; toy^'^any. elderly .would be tot ally 
-ata'lbss. .• 
i-.•v..-./.-7.;T-v-^,i^si^.l^Wi- -;... 

(:K;r^6u!iefm.oft ffom. here [the 
senior";cehtef].'' she said. "You're 

• cut off ffom .the doctor.'; 
Si'-vSeiiipr/cî ^̂ ^ Bella Merola said 
.'^thefab^lj^t^ health 
.; .cifejisf'crid ;̂̂ ^ a time 
l.'jyheji'bp&lltie and her husband, 
f̂.sih'<i:ê :;de£̂ aŝ  not feeling 

I^U^andj^wrefe able to get outside 
|^jiJi)|thiMg]^ • ; 
.?|̂ v̂ -!,St%aŝ suth a blessing/It was a 
^felief'tb-irt^i^ishe said.: 
•'••!' '.•'.••;:->.̂ 'r.̂ '̂ ';''"̂ v-;̂ **̂ tf:' • '.' " • • 
rtvij^At^hei^afety issues discussion, 
.vsehibf^dtizeh'Vera Keaiiie said the 

:,Attending; the forum wgs 
Leo McIUrath of the | 
Danbury Senior Center,;-a 
State delegation J 
alternate. : 

state must better ensure that soijie 
elderly are not driving when thmy 
should not be. . * 

"I think it can become a very s^-
ous problem. [For some,] it's Rus­
sian roulette every trip," saiid 
Keane. a board of education niefo-
ber, . I 

: Senior citizen Pat Coyle was a|^o 
outspoken, ,recommending that 
housing'for senior citizens shoijld 
'include stall showers, and that tjie 
town construct a better sidewalk 
system.,. .• I 
. "The town should put in side­

walks for pedestrians. Cheshirejis 
terrible.;You cannot walk in Chesh-
ire," she said. •! ' 
• Another senior citizen, Ralph 
Rowland, urged his peers to m^e 
sure house identification numbers . 
are installed, so emergency work­
ers can quickly locate a residence. 

1 

. "We're going to make sure alljof 
them [White House conferente 
delegates] get a result of our find­
ing," Pulisciano said. J,: 
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Some in House GOP 
Are Edgy About 
Davis-Bacon Repeal 

Moderates quietly urge letuiers 
Not to rush tbe measure to Jloor 
As tbey look for alternatives 

Opposition to outright repeal of the 
Davis-Bacon Act of 1931 continues to 
mount in the House, and not all of the 
resistance is coming from Democrats. 

Davis-Bacon, a 
Depression-era law 
aimed at protecting local 
laborers from being 
underbid by out-of-town 
workers, requires federal 
contractors on construc­
tion projects to pay "local 
prevailing wages," which 
are often union rates. It applies to pro­
jects valued at $2,000 or more. 
. Although rejjeal of the law has been 

a longstanding GOP goal, a number of 
Republicans have quietly tried to {per­
suade House Republican leaders not to 
bring a free-standing Davis-Bacon repeal 
bill to the floor. Instead, some have sug­
gested including repeal language in a 
must-p>ass budget reconciliation or 
appropriations bill later this year. 

Some moderates such as New York­
ers Sherry Boehlert and Ben Gilman 
have long been supp>orters of Davis-
Bacon and would likely vote against 
repeal in any form. But some other 
GOP centrists are anxiously looking for 
an alternative. 

" I think Davis-Bacon is clearly ripe 
for reform," said Steve Gunderson, 
Wis., a senior member of the Economic 
Opp)prrunities Committee. However, he 
added, "Tliis is not as simple an issue 
as I thought it would be." 

Gunderson said he was concerned 
that if construction workers' wages were 
depressed by repeal of Davis-Bacon, 
dieir incomes and longterm finandal sta­
bility would be undermined. 

Although a subcommittee approved 
a bill (HR 500) to repeal Davis-Bacon 
March 2, the mcisure has yet to be 
considered by tlie full Opportunities 
Committee, largely becau.se of disagree­
ments over how it should Ije handled. 
Ill tiie Senate, a repeal measure (S 141) 
was approved Wedne.sday by the Uibor 
Committee but faces an almost certain 
Democratic filibuster on the floor 

House GOI' Conference Chairman 
John l^oehner, Oiiio, tried to play down 
controversy over Davis-Bacon. "This 
Congress is going lo deal with it in 

some way, shape or form," he said. "It's 
an important issue. But there are a lot 
of other priorities." 

One Bo l l Weev i l Plans t o SH In 
IWHh COP Budge t Task Force 

Conservative Democratic Rep. Mike 
Parker, Miss., has struck a unique deal 
with his Republican colleagues; In 
exchange for his vote and confidential­
ity, Parker will t>e allowed to partici­
pate in all meetings of the Republican 
Budget Task Force and the drafting of 
the upcoming GOP budget package. -

Republicans have not made any 
promises to incorporate Parker's sug­
gestions into their budget resolution, 
but he said he hop)es he can be a 
"moderating" influence. 

"Unless you've got a seat at the 
table, you can't have any impaa," 
Parker says. " I may be able to bring 
some bipartisan support to it." 

Parker is one of 23 conservative 
Democrats known as The Coalition. Many 
of those members are working on their 
own alternative budget package, wliich 
could put Parker in a tricky situation. 

" I will keep everything confidential," 
he says. "I'm trying not to overhear 
what the Democrats are doing. When 
they talk about it in The Coalition, I 
leave the room." 

Parker, who says the cozy arrange­
ment emerged from his longtime friend­
ship with Budget Chairman John Kasich, 
Ohio, has a list of proposals he intends to 
offer the Republicans that he hopes will 
make their package "kinder and gender 7 

Parker says he has informed Democ­
ratic Leader Dick Gephardt, Mo., and 
Martin Sabo, Minn., the top Democrat on 
the Budget Committee, neither of whom 
had any problems with the arrangement. 

" I have no agenda of my own," Parker 
says. "As a member of The Coalition, my 
goal is to do what's best for the country." 

Conference o n A g i n g Seeks t o 
Dampen A l l eged Par t isansh ip 

As tiie 1995 Wliite House Conference 
on Aging approaches, organizers have 
moved to broaden the delegate base to 
guard agaiast charges of partisan tilt. 

Tlie 1995 conference, set for May 2-5 
in Washington, will be the fourth and 
liLst tliis century — and tlic first held 
under a Democratic president. The elec­
tion of a GOP-controlled Congress in 
Noveml:>er spurred efforts to increa.se 
Republiain participation to avoid the 
kind of [XDlitical controversy thai plagued 
tiie last conference, 14 years ago. 

Tlie 1981 White Hou.se Conference on 
Aging wa.s initiated by the Carter adminis­

tration but took place under President 
Ronald Reagan. Republicaas elected in 
1980 complained about partisan bias in 
die selection of delegates, choice of issues 
and administration of the conclave. 

The policy committee for this year's 
conference has increased the nurnber of 
delegates from 2,000 to 2,259, with most 
of the extra appointments allotted to the 
new GOP governors and lawmakers. 
The expansion was "done in the spirit of 
bipartisanship," said Sen. David Pryor, D-
Ark., policy committee chairman. 

--' Robert Blancato, executive direaor, 
said the 1995 conference will empha­
size the interdep>endence of genera­
tions and the responsibility of individu­
als to plan for changes that will occur 
throughout their lifetime. "Today's child 
is tomorrow's elder," Blancato said. 

The agenda grew out of a series of 
mini-conferences held in all 50 states 
last year and attended by more than 
57,000 people. It will cover four broad 
issues: assuring comprehensive healdi 
care, including long-term care; promot­
ing economic security; maximizing 
housing and support options; and max­
imizing quality of life. 

Conference delegates will draft 40 
resolutions in these broad areas that 
wUl then be returned to the mini-con­
ferences in each state for discussions 
about implementation. A final report is 
due at the White House six to eight 
months after the conference. 

Quick Insights 
• Talking Point 

A Capitol police officer was trying to 
quiet a group of noisy youngsters yester­
day in a Senate hallway. "Talking is a no-
no in the Capitol," he said with authority. 
One wTseacie in the group replied, " I 
thouglit that was all they do here." 

• Polishing His Backhand 
Retiring Sen. Bennett JohrLston, D-La., 

seems to be enjoying life tiiese chys. He's 
been spotted in his tennLs whites several 
times during working hours, most 
recently Wednesday, when he mitnaged 
to vote on an .imendment to tlie rescis­
sions bill witli minimal intemiption to his 
g-ime. "He gels it coordinated where tlie 
clerk will call his name and .somebody 
will crack tlie door open and he'll s.-iy 
'aye.' But he won't Ix; on the floor," .said a 
l^jinu.sed colleague. "He's done it before." 

— hy Karen Foetslal ami Sletv Ixingdoii, 
ivtlh Rofjen Marshall Welk, Michelle 
CahcG, Richard Sammoii artd Andrew 
'I'aylor 
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Oldstere in media: ; M ;̂̂ ^̂  
Depictions in television and . 

movies of pldeivAjiiericans;as:ji^i^ 
feeble and inejpt will evplve ihfo a V 
more complex pprtrait of the el:..-. : , 
derly .population; as more. baby ' 
boomers reach their; 50sjpanel-*^ .. 
ists said last week in Los Angeles 
during a discussion of the. images : .-, 
of aging. . i r . . • ' 

The panelists, who includedi iv'. 
entertainment industry leaders , : 
and experts oh aging,' said most 
TV viewers born after World War >. 
I I see themselves as young and -
would not identify with dodder-'; 1' : 
ing grandparent types.-•^ " 'y:̂ ' V ' 

• The discussion took place be; ' 
fore an audience off about 250 : • ' - • 

;durinig a daylbng^Whitd Hoiise^ :̂:: 
Conference pn Aging jointly , • > 
sponsored by:GBS, tiie Academy 
of Television Arts and Sciences i • ; 
and the American AssociatiOT̂ ^ 
.•Retired Persohs;J :̂?jy'-'--f̂ ';'':f; •"̂ v'̂ '-̂ '-
'; Holly wood stiiiiiips also are be-' 
ginning to pay more attention, to ' 
the older audience, according to ' 
Donald Petrie, director of the -j -, 
movie ".Grumpy Old Men." , / , , 

Mr.;Petrie|notes that some .of > . 
; 1994's most succe'ssfur films, in- ' 

;series;ahdW.mQv̂ ^ 

feludiii^'^^oij^st.Giim^^^ 
jWeddmg5>in î̂ a; 
t?N6b63y'sTbblf''wef e geared̂ ^̂  
ward a.more sophisticated audi-̂ ;. 
ence tbanthe teehahU yoiing:̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
adult targets most movies seek.'; 
•' Norman Leiar, producer of "All 
in the FamUĵ ';:.VMaude".and .-;_l^, .;. 
other TV series, agrees ^ ^ " : 
that changes are under way but , • 
argues that negative stereotypes ; 

.' persist primarily because older 
people rarely are featured in •: '••/; 

^-movies •and ^Nŷ ::':-:::::.;.-:̂ :̂:-̂ :̂ .:̂ -''̂ !-̂ ? 
4si5:̂ '̂01def people'iioh't exist-

that much in filni and TV, not in 
i relation to their numbers in soci-
1 ety/' Mr Lear says.;;; v.;*-.•*•-.: • ?i • 

"More damage.[to tfie'image;6f 
the elderly] is done by pinission 
in a world where advertisers be­
lieve everything haslo be.sold by • 
beautif ul yoiihg- loerijand^oniien,'' 
he says. i •'^^•'.-s-v •'•--'^..^ •-^•'•:<^' 

By thenumbere|^^ ̂ .̂^ 
%. Wli'ereMoes blir'money, reaWĵ ' 
g6?:Harper's Index for^April h'as 
sonie answers:; ..... .. 
. Number of iDepartment of ^ ^ . 

•Veterans Affaiiis employees % • 4. 
whose ialafies.'^xiieed $100,000;:; . 
per year: 7,367. ''-,.,.-''̂ ::j:::':̂ :r: . 

.• Number of .National Public I 
Radio employees-whose salaries" 
exceed $100,000: 6. . , .;; 
: •Percentage Pf airU.S.xpiTpo-.l 

rate sponsorship that goes to the 
arts: 6. • • •;•••• -•; 
: • Percentage that goes to ? •; • • 
sports: 65. • , ' ' • ;-: • ; 
.• Compiled by Jennifer Pinkerton 
from staff and. wire repor t s . ; - . 


