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Rules Could Increase

Sale of Public Housmng"

Clsneros Launches Homeownerslﬁp Dnve

R
ByJudlth Evans . .
Washiigton Post Sl Weker =~ =

ln a oont.mued effort to ‘boost -.
the nation’s. homeownership rate,

) ,and post-purdtase home ommsel-
mg as well as employment train-
ing. Freddie Mac and Fannie Ma&,

.svhich invest in' mortgages, have

‘agreed fo buy the federally ‘in-

Housing Secretary. Henry Cigne-~ -mgured mortgages of residents. *
ros yesterday. launched a program . “Eypanding homeownership op-

to help 25,000 qualified working.,.
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 “Presidents: George Buuh and
‘Ronald Reagan reenergized the
initiative, said Ronald Utt, a se-
nior fellow at the Heritage Insti-
tute. “Where it has worked, it has
been

.of the.

transaction,” Utt said. “But the -

end Tesult has shown it could be -
quite beneficial. It's a workable
pr'&g‘rﬁ_ﬁ:tle who have be-

_ come homecwners take more in-

- terest.in.their-living environ:

ment.”

Utt's only criticism of the pro-~
gram is the role pubhc housing aw-
thorities will play.in brokenng
home-buying transactions:

*These are institutions hoatile
to the sales:of their asséts or be- -
ing dxsplaoed by tenants as man-

" ager,” he said.

However, HUD officials said

they believe homeownership gives =

pubhc housing authontles inoen-
hves.
By getting rid of scattered

public. housing residents—inchid-" ™ Loy hard to achieve their dreams housing. public housing authori-

ing 2,500 in the District—buy"
their units or other single-family
properties by the year 2000,
Officials at the Department ‘of
Housing and Urban Development

estimate 30 percent of the 1.25 - -

million residents living in public
housing are capable of buying -

homes with some government -

support such as Federal Housing

‘Administration federdlly guaran- -
teed mortgages, discounted prices

on agency-owned properties and
homeownership counseling.

HUD plans to expand its past
efforts to help public hotiSing resi-
dents attain homeownership—an

.initiative - dating to the late

19703—by seeking changes in
pending legisation that would al-
low nonprofit and community

ganizations to help btoker apart
ments_and_gingle-family_houses

_already in _the public inventory

and allow Section 8_housing-resi-
dents to have lease-purchase

- agreements.

The legislation would

r’paysdrvidmds-ﬁf bepond the:obw;- ties will better. be
kug benefits to the individual -

thezr hvmg

envlmnme ;
Ronald Utt, Hesltage me'd'ation- '

ease  injthe life of their communmes.
r ?—@#_“s?m'__gr&m nging welcome stability to

to provide 8U percent of the down
payment with their own funds.
'I'heagency would encour- -

age the nation's public housing au-
thorities to encourage homeown-
ership as an alternative because
many are scheduled to demolish
and replace nearly 100,000 run-
down projects throughout the

country. . .

HUD will make $500,000 avail-
able' to nonprofits and other com- .
mumty organmtlons, oﬁer pre- -

L

nerghborhoods and surroundmg
areas.”

Since 1974, when Congress

first passed legislation to per--

suade public housing™authorities
to ‘encourage homeownership,
HUD has approved the sale of

-about 25,000 units, said agency
officials, Promotion of homeown-

ership took off in the late 1980s
after Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher sold public housmg um_ts

to resldents ln Bntam

able to manage -~

thelr properties, Cisneros said.

msmm agehry‘ofﬁaals said."
#zny piblic housing atthorities.

g the
,331.700 umﬂeCHAyliﬂkoep
the proceeds of those sa]esforfu-

. tureoperahons.

~11\:the District, .DavrdGihnore

afreadly Have: begun selng unm;.
tmm 3 - .

the court-appointed receiver for

the city’s public housing authority,

said that the agency plans sell 57
_homes:in the ¢ity’s :Columbia

""" Heights-and ‘Shaw neighborhoods

‘at discounted prices.

" Cisneros yesterday stood on .
- thesteps of a residence on Girard
Street NW where the door was
cinder-blocked in and the windows
. boardedup. -

The city 8 housing authority
has contracted with the nonprofit

group, Mi Casa'Inc., to rehabili-

tate the four-story property -and

several others over the next two °

years.

Gilmore saxd HUD's initiative
will allow the authority to “get a
program back on track in selling
units to residents who have lived

“in pubhc housing far too long.” .




