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Dear Friends, 

During the past three years President C l i n t o n and Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Henry Cisneros have made 
addressing homelessness a top p r i o r i t y . Toward t h i s end, 
n a t i o n a l homelessness p o l i c y has been overhauled and the HUD 
homelessness assistance budget has been doubled. The new Federal 
p o l i c y has been c r a f t e d t o b e t t e r enable communities t o address 
the problem at the l o c a l l e v e l . The centerpiece of these new 
Federal p o l i c i e s i s the Continuum of Care, f i r s t implemented i n 
1994 . 

The Continuum of Care approach provides a framework f o r 
i n c l u s i v e community planning t o address homelessness. This 
approach recognizes the complexity of the problems homeless 
people face and c a l l s f o r coordinated l o c a l e f f o r t s t o c r a f t a 
system of emergency, t r a n s i t i o n a l and permanent housing and 
services t o help break the cycle of homelessness. 

To a s c e r t a i n the impact of the Continuum of Care approach 
and the increased resources, HUD contracted w i t h the Barnard-
Columbia Center f o r Urban P o l i c y t o take both a q u a n t i t a t i v e and 
q u a l i t a t i v e look at what has been accomplished t o date. Enclosed 
i s the Summary of Findings from Columbia's r e p o r t . 

This r e p o r t shows t h a t the Continuum of Care i s working w e l l 
and exceeding expectations. Further, during the years of 
1993-1995, HUD funded programs t h a t w i l l serve as many as 
fou r t e e n times the people served w i t h p r e v i o u s l y funded programs. 
I n 1992, HUD served approximately 20,000 homeless persons. 
Today, we w i l l help as many as 280,000 homeless persons reach 
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y . That's progress! 

For those of you who are i n t e r e s t e d i n more d e t a i l , the f u l l 
study w i l l be a v a i l a b l e by October 30. The Barnard Columbia 
Center f o r Urban P o l i c y w i l l also be developing t e c h n i c a l 
assistance m a t e r i a l s based on the f i n d i n g s from t h e i r research. 

I want t o express a p p r e c i a t i o n t o people across the country 
f o r the advice and assistance we have received i n our e f f o r t s t o 
help address homelessness. We know t h a t much more work needs t o 
be done t o help our nation's homeless men, women, and c h i l d r e n . 
I look forward t o working w i t h you toward t h a t end. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Cuomo 
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