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RESUME A ¢
CONNIE R. TRUJILLO,
PHONE P6/(b)(6) [ ool q]

EMPLOYMENT
481 To Present-Executive Director of Esperanza, Shelter for Bartered Families. I have
theauthority and responsibiliry necessary 1o aperate the agency as delegated by the Board
and therefore have wide discretionary powers. [ am responsible for the daily operation of
the agency through decision making, suthorization of expenditures and the
tmplementation of policies and procedures by performing the following duties: recruit
and hire staff. Coordinate and overses all agency activites. Develop and implement
policies and procedures in conjuciionn with the Board. Attend Board Meetings and
present Board with budgets, financial reports, long range plans and goals, update of
services and reports of anv personnel actions. Serve as liaison between Board and Staff
Regularly assess the programs effectiveness and staff performance.
2776 to 4/81-Counselor for Esperanza, Sheiter for Battered Families
6/76 to 10/74-Claims Representative for Social Security Administration

EDUCATION

BILINGUAL: English/Spanish
1976-Bachillerar, Licenciatura from La Universidad de Chichuahua, Mexico
1971 to 1974-Law Enforcement/Criminology and Social Welfare, College of Santa Fe
1971-Graduated from St. Katherine’s Indian School
- 1985-Cerrified Domestic Violence Counselor
1994-Licensed Professional Mental Health Counselor
Post graduate Professional Training-842 hours
Chinical Supervision-642 hours

CIVIC ACTIVITIES

431 to 4/83-Served on the Recoverv of Alcoholic Inc, Board .
1990-Honored as one of 10 who made a significant contribution to the quality of life in
Northern New Mexico

1592-Appointed to the Governor’s Commission on Rape Prevention and Prosecution
I994-Received a Distinguished Service Award from the Santa Fe Association of Realtors
for services above and beyond the call of duty to the County of Santa Fe
1995-1997-Appointed to the Domestic Violence Task Force Board by Attorney General
1997-Received a Distinguished Award {Tom Aileen Adams, U.S. Department of Justice
Past President ot the New Mexico Coalition Against Domestic Violence .

Train Poiice Officers, District Attornevs, Courts, Hospitals, and the General Public
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%REAS,THE NEW MEXICO COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN IS COMMITTED

TO SECURING THE RECOGNITION OF WOMEN’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS
AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO; AND

' %REAS, THE RECIPIENT OF THIS CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION HAS PERSONALLY MADE
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO HER COMMUNITY AND TO THE STATUS OF
NEW MEXICO WOMEN; AND

%W, THEREFORE, IN APPRECIATION, THE NEW MEXICO COMMISSION ON THE STATUS
OF WOMEN PRESENTS THIS CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION TO:

ene Smart-Hesvrera, j¢ of the NMCSW Date
j 7 37/7 /oo
Rebea Jo /, Executive Director Date
NEW MEXICO COMMISSION
ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
R N N N N TN
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& 1;‘)9 Esperanza;
525 Shelter for Battered Families

Leyba founded tho Aztec Street Thoater to heip

youngsters faco down tho demons In their llves.

My VVUJI

8am Leyba's aztac Theatre:
Front: €armalla Roybal, Mid.
dis (Lolt 10 Right): Frank
Cox, Anrnetto Madrli, Daviq
Edwards (Director & Produc.
ar), Carman Sandoval, Sam

Loybu. fennifar Sandnvel,

Marcos Melly. Back Row
{Left to RiIgnt): Roul Galle-~
gos, loasica Rodriguez, Jan.
lce Sapgoval, Mamte Hdwarda
(3tage Maneger & Praduorion
Manager), Rachal Trujlilo,
adine Sandoval, Devina

Qorcin, © Tony O'Brien
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OPINION

-

Domestic-violence threat pervasive

Month, a timely occasion for reporting
to our community on the difficult issue
of domestic violence.
We at Esperanza are in our 23rd year of
coping with domestic violence in the Santa
Fe area and in north-cen-
- CONNIE TRILILLE

tral New Mexico. In
* RUTH 0SwWooD:

o ctober is Domestic Violence Prevention

recent years, we've noted
an increasing willingness
of our averall community
to directly address this
problem, and because of
that deepening involvement, everybody is
winning — the families concerned, their
neighbors, the schools, the police, the courts,
the human services agencies and the taxpay-
ers.

This is not to say that all is well. The inci-
dence of domestic violence remains perva-
sive. Domestic violence calls to law enforce-
ment authorities in our service area totaled
an estimated 3,380 last year. Very often the
one who calls 911 is the child. In the 1997-98
year, we at Esperanza in close collaboration
with other agencies, provided shelter, coun-
seling and other support services to an undu-
plicared total of 1,953 clients — 1,054
victims, 485 children, and 414 abusers (who
are ordered in for counsehng) That's up
from 1,908 the previous year. We are seeing
more disabled victims, more seniors, more
gays and lesbians, We expect to provide
assistance to a mmlmum of 2,000 clients in
1998-99. ;

Commentary

Esperanza's clients are 69 percent Hxspan— i

ic, 27 percent Anglo, 2 percent native Ameri-
can, and 2 percent other, Eighty-five percent
live in poverty, with incomes less than half
the median level for the region. Esperanza
serves Santa Fe, Los Alamos, Rio Arriba, San
Miguel and Mora counties and has gutreach
offices in Santa Fe, Espanola, Las Vegas and
Mora.

Esperanza’s future plans focus on
strengthening its support and counseling
services for victims and their family mem-
bers. We aim to wark even more closely with
law enforcement, the courts, medical and
human services providers to improve ser-
vices for victims. Right now we are seeking
new soyrces of funds to: provide a full-time
child therapist at each of our four service
locations; set up computer-networking and
van transportation capabilities at those out-
reach centers; pay off the balance due on the
martgage loan for purchasing our shelter
property; hire an sdministrative aide to
answer the large number of business phone
calls received by our Santa Fe headquarters.

Intensifying our outreach to rural aress is
critical. The tragic death of an Edgewood

~ ) li%!lll :H:.H ‘i‘ I

woman murdered by her ex-husband last
Christmas Eve underscores the need for in-
person emergency assxstance beyond the
urban setting.

When a society seeks to change its values
about the use of force, an undercurrent of
opposition is to be expected. But progress is
being made. We at Esperanza thank our
financial supporters, our donors, our volun-
teers, our collesgues, and all the others whn
are working together to make it happen.
Esperanza remaijns.in severe need of addi-
tional support and we welcome all the help
the community can give us.

And now a few words of advice to those
who find themselves in a domestic violence
relationship. Under the law, it is a crime for
anyone to hit, push, shave, grab or physically
attack you in any way, or even threaten you
with bodily harm. If in immediate danger,
call 911 for police assistance. The police can

. SORRY TO HAE TROLBLED ‘T
1TY
TTHOVGHT 1T S CHLD A m‘

take you to a hospital for medical care or to
the Esperanza shelter where you can be safe,
You can call Esperanza at any time 24 hours
a day at 473-S200 or 1-800-473-5220. The point
is, you are not alone. Don't wait. Domestic
violence does not go away by itself.

And 3 word to the victimizer. If you are
abusing a loved one or fear you might lose
control of your behavior, don't wait. Seek
counseling now.

Timely help makes all the difference, In
the words of Maria (name changed), a recent
client: "I'm grateful that Esperanza exists
because without the staff and the shelcer, [
would not have been able o continue with
my life. They helped me find myself, discov-
er my strength, and seek a new life away
from the abuse.”

Connie Trujillo is executive director and
Ruth Oswood is direct-service supervisor of
Esperanza Shelter for Battered Families,
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program could not operate wuh-
out Esperanza because his. pro-
gram refers.o fenders to coun-
seling ;r;gather_e DY el of
'prosecutmn AN
;_. _Valdez said ’I‘runllo mo-
he e ny was mstrumental m-_get'tmg

.leglslatxon passed “siich"a$ the
~: Family’ onlence Protecuon Act,
Ak hich mi#de it easier for yictims

16 5T feel $0 gu:]ty,'.'.,. 3 TEef dopmestic! sviolence Yo sger

An had known whatllmow now.: As orders ‘or, protectxon from the
Y. 4 maybe“,l.We i Al S

'_through 2t but your ‘childrén

g wont It s a deep feelmg I hdve

I BLESS}NG'

COutlnued from Page A

.._.“; saxd L }: I'm really: nre

dnves her cause
Ui -Just finish; 1%

congressmna.l tesmnony 9

. when 1he; vg_a_rrantless nrrest‘l

was béing’ ‘considered: for”
G

..“Conme has been a ploneer in
“the area of domesnc vmlence,
}Valdez said. “Many umes I thmk
‘thé’ only yoice expressing 'any
oncern over domestic vmlence
. Was couung'from Esperanza
Jlep Patsy ‘Trujillo, . D Santa
Fe; has known Connie’ Trujulo on
many “levels. .As’ a’ legislator,
Patsy Trupllo ‘has .worked <to
puish dommestic . violence ;::and
stalking issues and served on the
Esperanza board of dlrectors for

1ege. He was a. pohce offlcer an
she was from a law ent'orcement-
tamily:- Her' graidfatter "and
jincles all { ere policé. officers so
she_applied fo, the, State Police
cadem “with ‘dreams of becom

sclosed that she said.
£.1 could get the"Story

o |T1’UJ1110 speaks ]
'tone as, she talks about OW.]

“We see people on'a dxfferent
el _d somenmes don’t’ever

A ; mg happened to them » she gaid.
A7t # " happens to"a’lof of us.

o'come ‘home beat

tate and federal resources . )
“Private “donations” “also’ have st oné type “of woman.” :
dlpped ‘At this time of year, ‘food -3 °: The shelter 'was Just Ye ovated
s usually donated. to the shelter after -the 7 state : Legxslature
mme,” she,said. “He also said he . "in massive amounts.-This year, : i appropriated $260,000 to revamp
would drive in the (police) unit- they recewed two_ turkeys for ‘the :-dilapidated building. An
*Thanksgiving. .- ~._ anonymous New York donor also

. ﬁﬁﬂnfa:thﬁ?dwl;:r? ¥ Ev%i{dr%]i “+ “T've been real depressed tms * gave the shelter a pre-fabricated
“hard to fmd: e ---‘year " she saxd “I'm scared I home, plus enough money_ to
" ’I\'ujlllo.e acs o f 5 pé ave 1t ‘set’in’ concrete, with the
.'months prekgnan hh [ é‘:?[u]f CDV;l‘fd in’ ;dobe ;f

1 yIhe . § eterqx, as ;o0 1ces_.-m

‘ the first of.Itwo: .30n8 afte: ":; l?eat r. i “Sinta Fe: Tos 'Alamos, Espafiola,

g 2 Mora rand. Las: zVegas,: “but:with
fconsu a;nts “the: ‘bodrd

‘g’omg to kﬂl me “and’ chop me up
an little pieces @ ‘and drop me down -
3he well where no one would find

b-
fa QJ.

sshe rememg;é'r d%.sh alnng, her
head Al remembeqmwas' blegd::

!mg and was rushed, twthe & ROSpi--
tal. The' baby"’ihe T

" Thad fallér dﬁ\yn oime stairs.™: % :
sngmhcance of 'I‘ruJﬂlos work S
The: ‘la cxdent_ {put her hus ',Hxs domesnc vxolence diversion " f

:band 10, pns;p ‘T 'Sheshad given

= birth 1o “another: B_o}"’)ust a few” '

__ monthsold, whenhe. hit the baby@

= and ldned “him'* He' beat . ber;;

s raped her; the same routine;.but:

Eng lg# zuu.l:! .
ho Don’t Deserve |t"

this time was. a little dxfferen_ Fbl‘ People .
T .
Bandeher’s .Truly F mal Blowout

“Dloncs Heln Ile t20f this Cr..ﬂ'nut ner.-p
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an'advocate of counsel-. ;:pld glrl popged ‘out of a room to""
d fte;“:h,‘_xagT~'sl1ov&7 ‘er, the stickers a ‘worker,

d;for: bought. her at’Toys
.‘T ¢ - ;

}'-.hght “We' havé to stnke one or
two thmgs off t.he hst'each yea:

siglE we can make
. stronger‘? than - the 3k1ds ca
OK, ’she'sm%‘;-

have been in the shelter before
‘Their mother‘ was leavmg her.

ut Our Polnsemas Pomsemas are natwe 0 Mexico;
qrown these fromthe ilnest cuttings available.

have
We timed uurplarmngslhls pastsummer inorderto
the freshest and MoSt colorful plants available right now.
These varieties will pmvnda month

Choose from hundreds of trees mclud-

%, ing Pifion; Austrian & Scotch Pines,
2 & Blue Spruce. Buy now for the best
g selection. Hote: Santa Fe Bagutiiul
will recelve a ‘donation lor each
 (ive lres purchased. Visitus nowor

béautﬂu\ shadescmeds pmks wh\xes. ‘. :

vl mar’o\e Pink Peppermint & Jingle Balis. Andin ZHESRE-
SRt iy Ui L mll AVRP "nn‘OSUDeT |ame Shﬂ]bs 8 ta“ ,1 N l' A
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Esg;eranza Teacﬁés Clinic _Signs of Abuse

By Cyunthia Mdler
SUN Suff Writer

The FBaperunza Shelter for
Eavcred Fasndies has panncred
with Las Chinicas det Norte :md
the Rio Amba Shen(Ps Office 1o
enhance its abiity (0 serve rural
residents of Rio Arriba County.

Las Chnicas casployees were
rzined it September by Esperan-
za officials on whig steps 1o lake
when (aced with a dlient alaised
by a houschold member. and
vounty sheriff’s oflicers will be
tresmed 1oday (11/9) on liow 1o
respond (0 emierjrency calls in
volving duoestic violence.,

Scervice Supervisor Ruth Os
wind of Espemnza’s Sawa Fe
hesdguinters s, "I's aeally a
wornlerful  preject.” Sk ex-
phinad Las Clinneas stfl ol
shierdls oflicers wiil now be able
{o hedp the apeney screen and
serve hoth victuns and Tenders.

In raral arsas the probicin s
thifhcult to wientefy, she said.

ilnjess  viciims  personally
seek out assistanee, pubice e
pous and vourt srders see the an-
ly way to deteinitne who ihe vic-
ums are, "bhut o i of peopie
den’t call the pelice or ge w
coust,” sie said.

St added, "4 wish thete was a
duinestic violence office i every
commusiiy, bot there isa’t”

Cizwoad [eh il alternanive so-
Innton to mding victime was a co-
operalve cltorl wnong sgencies

WE_ ____ 24 4 TN _ ___ __ WM _ __ s

% { wish there was a
domestic violence
oilice in év.ery com-
munily, but there is-
n't.”
Ruth Oswund
speranya Service

Supervisor

hkely to cneounter them.

Lsperanzs counsclor Oriando
Asclano smid Las Clisteas ap-
phed for a Univensa) Screening
for Pomestic Viofener Gant o
trn s ciployees on how w
screen viclnns.

"Because the doctor sees the
whede Lindy,” Arellano sond.

Health care providerns often
witness the etfecis of a domesne
dispuic. and pavciats songlites

reveal e ciause W theie dodkoss, -

lie imlded.

Miuaed 1IN, Las Clinicas di-
rector of social services, said his
stafl ateuded o werk-long tra-
ing sessiom in Albsguerqne i
Mgy thaough the stae bisuch of
the Natoast Medical Ipittative
on Domestic Vialenee.

He said Isperanza was asked
to join Las Chuwas, and the
agency provided an additional
\intng session for clic stafl
Sept. 24,

Lt said nadonal staristics
show 20 percent of health case
patients are imvalved mn Jomestic
viokence, and he cstamated Las
Chinicas” ttuce offices o Bl Rito,
o Calicrue and Abiquiv wil-
ness 24 cases per years,

"1 hink we send 1o sen peopte
sy cnses,” Hill said.

But the gond is w identily
prublems before they explode in-
to cnses, he sad, and clinic
counsclors will belp victis de-
velup personal sotutions before
they meach their crisis poinis.

Following the tatning e
prams, Las Climeas created a
protoco) on how to houdle do-
mestic violeoce cases, PO said,
as 1t previously had a0 policy
dictating sl ey’ actinoss
when faced with a victim

Hili said with tuaining proovid-
ed by Esperanza olicials, clmig
cmployees now taderstand how
1o wealdy signs of duineatic
abtse wnd how (o agproach e
insge with o paticin,

He said 2l Las Clinieas of.
Oces bave counselors wha can
deal with doinestic violence vie-
tine and sefer them o Lsperanza
for further counseling or sielter.
f necdzd, and all cases are kept
conflidential,

AN __ 4 _

Ruby NMontoya. an Esperanza
counseloc in Ecpaigta, sard she is
pleazed with the pauticipatum of
Las Clincas and the shernitt's de-
paetment i bev agency's efforeto
serve domestic vinfence vicoias
sud offendeis.

W an individaal gets 1the mes
sape  hom dhifivient
sourees, s poinge 10 make an
anpact,” she sand

"We nevd (o o Torees”
Maoantoya saad. "We can'e do
alazse. They can't do it adone,”™

Momoys, who nuandy coon-
sels aifenders, satd domestic vio-
knce i i vicwous cycle. 71 Lind
i most ol line oitenders nre
viclms hest.”

They lean ihe Sehavior, she
said, winch makes ehen teed they
litve pomissaon 1o han others,
The ane nuune thing, that we try
to o iy terrugit the cycde”

Montaya vardd she helps hor §)
o HX R Arseba Conaty ditents
laen bhow to nanage anger and
deal withy foss of dignity, "They

several

ke that deganty o o very cardy
ape.”

Althoryeh Lsperanza’s curreiit
ol of ieats v "mone than we
can exl” Montoyi saad, the as-
sistance of local health care clin-
s ad police deparbaents will
hiclp sirengthen ibe gpecoy’s ca-
pabiliies

Mostoya said, "We
make a collaborative
b 3 diltorenee.”

sieed 10
olfurt (o

"N . _®_.

200 Paseco

((I'he O] 1
Eaypaiola, b

753-4070}"
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£ | and lega[msues of stallung came to the:

“# Mexico would inspire a love of all.things
B Native- American and an eventual move
X here.

‘B canitems.

P et

years earher:DaspueherobJecuons
| the mangkidoutside her-workplace,. .
| drove by her:housednﬂy,stood outside:-
*| ' her church on Sundays; pboned herand
sent her flowers.and loveletters:.® ..

. But, 1twasn’t until Ji ackAdams fatally

. shotherayearago .that'the criminal - - B

- fefonﬂ“"?

~ -—The: mllun_g convx.cuon unde.

§mom.sna:
nd Kijlect Ln: July

forefmnt. . :

In a fitting, ‘tribute m Zamora, a new
ok andtoughermallclng law goes into
‘effect Tuesday— almost two weeks
'.--before the aanersaw of her deat.h

Tough new Iaw

3 | TheHamssmentaniStallungAct B
) passecrby theLegislature: and signed by

- Gov: Gary Johnsan thiS year mandates

g - -longerpnsun terms.for repeat offend-

e and.pmtecm the rights ofmlldng st IudxaaLDnstrlcr Attumey Henn/

‘,,,__"Lrhzne “stalking law.has ik mare; - " ValleZ ST

uscle andteeth to. itthamthefifst -

3| stallkdng law;” gaid Carol Vigil, spedial .

¥ | “commissioner for the domesticviclence

it | . and'mental competency programin 1st

'fJudlcxal Dlsmcr('.aul't in Santa’Fe.. - -

:It bas muscle:in: termsofgmngafter ST

. xmpose-addn:ldﬂhl pnson terms under

E el

pnmn ‘terms for bemg‘ :
ahalmuaI ‘offefider would be one year
" fora second’ aggmvated stalking con- ™
victio, four-years for a third convic- " .
tlnn and elghtyears fora fourtb convic-

A ""repéat stalking-pffenders without'
al obtaxmng arrestwarrants and teeth i o

hahltualoffendersentencmg laws, ;-

: fedr
obsession goes unchecked will stalk
them o their; deaths.” ™

'i=After belng stalked for 10 yaars one

woman married the man who was . i

" +is- obsessed with her; hoping life would

change for the better: Now she always

‘carries a restrainiiig order in an effort.
- keep her ex—husband away..

Another-woman broke up with hef AN

* : boyfriend.13 years ago, bur he’s still not
w outof herlife. She cames a gun for-

Protectibm A, .

- Botir women say—ﬁ;exr alleged stalkers
already bave. writtert the final chapters

“to the women's Hightmarish lives. -

--“He told me, ‘Nobody will ever. gtop .

L me. nomatterWEathll do whatever I
) "damin plme,
3 _lmsband alleged threats.. -

r-onesays of her ex— .

*Do whareveryou want [ w111 always
find you. Nobody will bave you,” the

. other woman: recalled her former .

" boyfriend saying:.~
) Zamora ) daugbters have sanl Lheu'

"S'ee WOMEN on PAGE 6

SOUTHWEST LIVING

L) MR

Art Hlstory Meld' at Ant1qu1t1es Show

L Ind;an rugs,. basket.s, pottery, Kacluna
oy dolls, beadwork and more. :
On Friday she was looking to add to her
collection.at the Antique American Indian
Art show in the Sweeney Center. The show

2 By JEANNIE JoBNSON
Journal Staff Writer

g  Fifteen years ago, an an'plane ‘from
. Boston touched.down in Albuquerque.
+Rose Gibbs walked off that plane to

begin a vacation, unaware bervisittoNew  ;n SantaFe. -

The second show scheduled for Tuesday
and Wednesday, focuses on antique tribal
art from: Africa, Asia, the Americas and
QOcesnia..

Walking through Albuquergue’s. oid ,
The final show, Fnday and Saturday,

Town; she came across the Adobe Gallery
:, and bought: several antique Native Ameri-

Now her Santa Fe home is full of antique  tyre, pamtmgs, glass, ceramics and more.

is one of three Annqumes Week '97 shows ’

will fearure-antiques and. folk.art includ-- -
ing 18th-, 19th- and’ 20th-century furni-" " °

As the nation’s mterest in the Southw~
continues to grow, so does the trend in d:
orating styles. . -

“There are two kmds of people buyine
a show like this — collectors and decc
tors,” said Robert Gallegos, a vendor
the show. “The Native American look ™
become popular with the decorators w
4ll the promotion of. New Memco asa
cultural state.

“When people move t0 New Mex:

_they want to be New-Mexicans and de
-rate. hl;g New Mexxcans De'pendmg

_:-

See AN'anlmES on PAGT

T
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.
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tlng repeat offenders '

July 13, 1996, Za.mora was

ng out of the Jewel Osco on
{los Road when Adams fatally
ler in‘the head and chest, then

-himself.

\pril 1996, Adams, 48 had
arrested on'a charge of
sment by Santa Fe police
Zamora, SO fileda complaint
sthim. -- -
was released a month later on
100 cash bond, but Zamora
iever informed of his release.
dex the new law, stalking vic--*
are entitled to information -
tthexrpemeu'amrs ~where- -

ts <~ Tnfarmation such’as bond .

ngs, place of i incarceration,’
1did

hat's a.real difficult: thmg tn

rtain;” Valdez s4id. “The-new .

:loesn’t mclude tl_ng c.redlble -

;fy.this'intént; requn'ement, i
Y thmklslot easier for both.
.ecutoxs and'law ‘anforcement’
ange when' the"law Hias been®
ateq,""Valdez ‘.:::;f:‘ o
1€ x:reatlonnf the; felonycrime
gmvated stalhnggves of fi-

a}nBvV‘mol to'deal wnhreput
nd PLAT A 't’ K. g3

i8 onry;equxred to. develap _
Jalile unme‘to'nmkg an‘hrresn’

he oldlawreqiflred an: aum
-rant even if a stalker had mul—
prmr stallang t:onvu:nons

T T

victim's actlvltles and whereabouts s

:of the

Acant. chiinge o the'-'- . . ¥ Uses the system o get mlormatlon abdunhe

gnifi
law is the: deletiod of the cred- e vnct:m S doc:or. credn card company. ba.nks e

. mﬂmtdato counselors lo dlsclose victim’s

' sagesi' the victim thrqldgh chlldmn_ .

What .t'?’._.‘.'..\'é't_fé_"}f_i?_!:'-. |

Common behavlor of a stalker

§ ..,Flle a'pblice comp|a|nt after ihe ﬂm stalklng ir.

left on the vu:tlrn s car

‘. Mamtam a dlary and document dates ‘tlmes ar
locatlons events took place ttems recevved and
: names of any WItneSSE -

®. Calls victim's home or work to see’ who answers
and if any noises are heard in the background

m Seeks help of friends or relatwes to check up cn the -

.. ParlG 100 faet'away |1 the victlm has a Iegal pr
“tection arder, and waiches tha house or ) workplace

..'...»-. am \..L

.by filing a missing person's report and chacks with th >

o ._-n-‘. Lig i

e i 2 :
@ Tries’ to manipulate | counsellng:servnces to dellvar--
" messages or ‘make contact with the victim.or tries to .

Y Uses chnld wsutatlon to get,mformatuon aboul the !
" vietim s:admtles*and whareabduts and sends mes-

.--.‘.ln. i
‘m: Goes 10.places’ where the v:chm is khiown fo fr
quem and claims: any meeung was accldental

Tant f&rﬂ:e amest uf a first nme
.smllnng offender. Tt aJso reqmres

b

{'said Connie Trugill6iRe :
“director for. Esperanzastxe.ltcrfur ]
Batp_ered Fi axmhes:m .Smmu?‘e_

evenproposed this legislatic
¢ i e 'What' do you feelyon allne‘

manly,whatlcansayxs'(ﬂ:e 6w - i

law) will savealotof lxves. N

crime sermusly anthbese c
‘will be treated as serwus cr
ﬁ’!\

,_Mcmtnﬂo said hls depumes k
'been appnsed ‘ofallthe: pro
i malkm rlaw,

‘saysis good one: s
"Stalkmg i5 a very seriou:
" crime,”.Montafio gaid “T th:

mentagencies were: mvulved in
d.rafhng the' new ]nw' L

EEET I CPaaT Cowy

-
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ver - Avord all personal contact wrr.h the stalker' -

Hi (< BRI Sepds Ly AR
re- .. . Don t Iet personal informadon.be released R
Remove home address from personal checks and

: buslness cards et
the - I ¥ "
s~ _ " Go to t.he nearest pohce statlon flre station or a

: we||~populated area if you feel you re in danger or

oo berngfollowad .

e e e

. Remember. a threa‘l: doesn t requrre words

o .

Source: Eéper';@'sheltar for Battored Familles In Santa Fo

said. Lo tions that was asked before we
nunity is more aware ' even proposed this legislation was,
now,” she said “Pri- .  ‘What do you feel you ail need?’”
:Icansavis(rhenew " he said. :

¢ alot of lives.” Valdez smd he was unptessed by
mmrssoner:ViglL v .- 12w enforcement representation at
said Zamora's death -a recent stalking conference in

. Santa Fe.

+ “t shows that the law enforce-
g mentmthxsarearsta]dngﬂm

.. crime seriously and these cases
-will be treated as serious’ cnmes,

ed pubhc awanzness

gil said_“So he-said. wl
7 tobe alot nf“ oommu- Santa Fe County Shenf.ﬁ Benjie
whmhmeans eafor Montaiio said his deputies have. .
be eagier” wfr{,ﬁ e been: appnsed of all the-provisions.
d several law enforce— t. inthe'new stalking law, which he
esweremvulvedm ' saysisagoodome. <. -
new law. “Stalking is a very serious

ne ofthe mucalques crim

e,” Moatafio said. “T think the

yourpurse agmnst a handgun?"
“ong of hier daughters asked last hg
July'at'a commuinity meenn'
after_ her-mother’s death ™+ -

Forsome, obsessmn knows. no
bounds :
_*'One- wnman'say ‘Berex:
*‘husband bécame infatuated
’with her after seéing herina¥™ §
: 'tavenrthh a frmndlS’ years

: ago = IR
3 Forabout 10 years a.fter that,.
“she says, he stalked her=saz=
-constantly,.sending ber flowers -
“and loveé-notes; calling heron: - -
. the phone-30'to 40.times a day, -
-and following berto worlg hom
_-'and grocery. stores: -
* The wornan says she decided_
_'to marry: hm:L“so he woufd

ety

A ~vehicle:while shewr_mji_nvmg.

. buteher knife with a-fiote onthe.
. driver’s seat Thenote maL“I
Jove you to death,” she says..

- she: confromed lmn.gmd pleaded

‘_-_ she sws te.arsrumung down

Ag tecentlr s this past week;
she says; he folIowed hiér i his .

taudaout.mher*mmd“’ “Hew: ot .'
brokeinto- hervehmlé and Iefta

“Tired of the:constant - -
harassmeut,,thewomansays -

with kit endfh ery. .

: {Ltold ki Kill frie and. get u

ov mr.h.m’Buth&smd, N I
o't Cwill mike'You su.ffe.r’ S ¥

_'_c.hange "
“But; she- says, Eourmonths ,
after their wedding; she left: male it Tought onthelralleged'
‘ him when he became. physxcally _perpetrators; they Seem o hﬂV& -
‘and sexually abusive; - 7. . lostfaithin the’system.” - ™
Since then, she says; herex: _“Andtherrestraining order:is *
husband’s behavior hasn't: - like putting 4 §un in theirband -
changed and he continvesto - if" (the -police) don’ tcatch them e
- stalk ber- As recently as last: so0n,” 5ay8.0Ne-WOmA, R
month, she says, he broke into suggesting théTestraining
her house: When police-arrived, . order WUUld i“St mfunate the. -
she couldn’t find herrestrmmng . stdlker. - X
order and he wasg let go..” “I'don’t. know much about the -
The very next day, she says, new law; but Fliope (it will) put
she obtained another. a stop to. thm ku:d of behavmr ”
restraining order; which'she’ - she says. .- %= = o
carries in her purse whenever' " The. othe.rwoman hopes her
she leaves home. former boyfriend will be-
The secand woman says. she - charged undér thenew law and
_ filed several complaints against ~ put away for&long time.
her former boyfriend and bas Otherwisei3he fears her
obtained several resrraining ~ *~ nightmare will neverend — - - -
-orders against him over the gast “Not unlessone of us is dead.” .-
~:13 years; but:to:no-avail’.- coan Sl o
--She'says. ﬂh&h&B changedhar Thﬂ ™o WDmMT'SWKB to the Joumal v
phone number-at least 10 times North on condhtion of anonymity to pro-. ”
over the.years; but:soméhow he- - 'ect themseivas:from further retaiiation;
‘obtaiedall thenumbers. ~ . bYthelr alleged perpetrmors. o
new law glves us more: teeth to do : smﬂungmd’dnmasncabuaecases
.more —hupemllybefomom& “I think it's one:of the: better"
thing. violent happens.” . .. lawsin the country," Vaidez srud.
Valdez said he-has assxgned six . “Lthink we peed to giveita . '
trained prosecutors to handie chance.”’
e AT e A S ~A':!—."‘:r PD oot e R ioreiperd R
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Esperanza open house

CRISSUNE
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J.M. SNIDER

Esperanza staff celebrate

a new location at 321
Grand with an open
house, Wednesday. From
left, educator Orlando
Arellano, child therapist
Lucille Tarr, service
supervisor Ruth Oswood,
therapist Rosalie -
Regensberg, executive
director Connie Trujillo
and volunteer coordina-
tor/peer counselor
Deborah Garcia.

Angeles. Calif: one

oranAd.

hentlhhmaa. 1.
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Esperanza; Shelter for Battered Families
Staff Information

Connie R. Trujillo, Executive Director, DOB:

[ P6/(b)(6)

|
Ruth Oswood, Direct Services Supervisor, DOB:| PE/(b)(6) 1Ce0 lo ]

Bemice Kennedy, DOB:| P6/(b)(6)

l

Lidija Saenz, Shelter Manager, DOB:
Angie Martinez, Shelter Staff, DOB:
Margaret Trujillo, Shelter Staff, DOB

P&/(b)(6)

Virginia G. Moench, Shelter Staff, DOB: |

P6/(b)(6)

Sam Leyba, DOB:

Steve Barela, DOB!

Rosalie Regensberg, DOB;| P6/(b)(6)
f P6/(b)(6)

Karen M. Cain, Child Therapist, DOB:| _

P6/(b)(6) J

Gerry L. Bushrow, DOB: P6/(b)(6)

Mary A. Griffo, Counselor, DOB:
John F. Moreau, Counselor, DOB

P6/(b)(6)

Larry M. Garcia, Jr., Victim Advocate, DOB
Teresa Holle, Office Aide/Counselor, DOB:

P6/(b)(6)

David E. Garcia, Counselor, DOB;

P6/(b)(6) |

David C. Zerbst, Office Manager, DOB:

P6/(b)(6)
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ESPERANZA; Shelter for Battered Families
In Action Against Domestic Violence
Annual Report Summary 1999-00

"Our mission is to be there to care when caring makes the difference between

despair and hope.” _
-- Connie R. Trujillo, Executive Director, Esperanza

The outstanding programmatic improvement for Esperanza in the past year has
been its selection as recipient of major federal grants for the first time in agency
history. This funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
- ment is enabling us to significantly strengthen our staffing for providing direct
services, particularly in the rural localities of our service area. HUD funds also
underwrite the placement of a part-time Counselor/Advocate at each Esperanza
Outreach Center in order to provide homeless victims with psycho-educational
counseling and leased transitional housing. We especially thank Senator Jeff
Bingaman of New Mexico for his active support of these funding requests.

Other advances include: the hiring of our first counselor trained in sexual abuse
counseling; the publication of new informational brochures in English/Spanish on”
Esperanza services to victims and abusers, courtesy of a New Mexican Charitable
Foundation grant; and the initiation of 8 modern computerized system at our Santa
Fe Outreach Center to improve programming productivity.

Family violence is difficult to measure because it most often occurs in private, and -
victims may be reluctant to come forth because of shame or fear of reprisal. -

CALLS CONCERNING

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE _ 1999 1998 1997
Santa Fe Police Department 869 885 746
Santa Fe County Shenff - 441 522 457
State Dep't of Public Safety (DPS) :
Santa Fe Area - DPS 31 39 71
San Miguel Area - DPS 171 193 184
Mora Area - DPS 53 39 38
Espanola Area - DPS 281 * 427
Espanola Police Department™ . 408 1440 c.288
Rio Arriba County Sheriff 88 * 355
Las Vegas Police Department 525 385 391
San Miguel County Sheniff c.357 139 320
Mora County Sheriff 31 135 104
TOTAL 3,255 3,777 3,381

* In 1998 this office took all Rio Arriba calls.
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“Finally we're talking openly about the public health issue of domestic
violence. More than ever before, victims realize that abuse is unacceptable
and that services exist to help them. But the need is still there to strengthen
victim assistance, deter abusive behavior, empower women and girls, reach
out to men, involve youth, and change community attitudes. *

-- Connie R. Trujillo, Executive Director, Esperanza

The Issue of Violence: Terrorism in the home is a vicious plague for women
in America. According to the Surgeon General, domestic violence is the
single most common cause of severe injury for women aged 16 to 43. A
survey by the Commonwealth Fund found that nearly one in every three
U.S. women reported being abused by an intimate partner. Worse, such
violence killed 1,320 women in 1998, according to the latest F.B.l. report.

‘A recent study by UNM reports that 36% of female homicide victims in New

Mexico were killed by their intimate male partners during the 1993-96
years. Nationally, the rate is 32%. The study noted that on the average in
New Mexico, one woman is murdered every month in a domestic violence
incident. To many, reaching a haven such as Esperanza's is a matter of life
and death.

And for each victim who seeks help, there are countless others who suffer
in silence. Research indicates that in only one of six battering episodes are
the police called and in only six percent of severely violent episodes does
the batterer end up in the criminal justice system (Guttman, 1998). This
area of public health has been described as "an unacknowledged
epidemic.” Violence was singled out as the leading concern of New Mexico
women in a series of town hall meetings conducted in 1998 by the NM
Commission on Status of Women.

Statistics show that about 50% of all homeless women and children in
America are fleeing domestic violence. According to the NM Mortgage -
Finance Authority, the leading cause of homelessness for New Mexico
women is domestic violence. When these most desperate of the homeless
seek Esperanza for help, they need it now. They're at risk for severe injury
of even death. They must reach a safe shelter. And once there, they need
the supportive services essential to helping them out of their predicament.
Even when its shelter is full, Esperanza never turns anyone away. Our
mission is to be there to care when caring makes the difference between
despair and hope.

From experience, Esperanza knows that immediate face-to-face contact with
a supportive human being is the most essential factor in enabling a domestic
violence victim to cope with her situation and move forward. In the words
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of one victim of domestic violence, "That's what someone needs in a
situation like this -- for people to help you, support you, and greet you with
a smile."” '

Domestic violence is enormously costly to the home community. It is a
complex social problem that adversely affects the home, family, and
workplace. It exacerbates homelessness, poverty, the school dropout rate,
gang involvement, substance abuse, juvenile delinquency and teenage
pregnancy. It brings higher taxpayer burdens for providing law enforcement,
medical care, and social services.

Agency Description: Esperanza (named for the Spanish word for hope) is a
very early activist on behalf of domestic violence victims. It was founded in
Santa Fe in 1976, the historic year when the first shelters for battered
women were established in the United States. We now serve much of north-
central New Mexico through a multi-faceted program of round-the-clock
hotlines, crisis intervention, emergency shelter housing, and counseling,
therapy, language interpreting, and advocacy for victims and their children.
Esperanza provides counseling to male victims (national statistics indicate
that about five percent of all domestic violence victims are male). The Santa
- Fe Community Foundation recently provided grant support to expand our
group counseling program for lesbian and gay victims of domestic violence,
and their abusers.

Esperanza also offers counseling and therapy to abusers, with special
priority to those who indicate potential for engaging in lethal acts. Our
mission inciudes working closely with law enforcement and the courts, and
helping to broaden community awareness of the problem of domestic
violence. Our goals are to give timely and effective assistance and to
reduce the incidence of domestic violence in north-central New Mexico.

Esperanza is a nonprofit corporation governed by a volunteer board. Its
employees and volunteers include both former victims and offenders.
Esperanza's veteran Executive Director is herself a former victim of
domestic violence. We have developed an impressive level of expertise in
this field, the continuity of which is ensured by the longevity of significant
staff (8 to 23 years), many of whom are licensed and certified.

Once a fledgling agency serving 150 adult clients yearly, Esperanza is now a
tested and trusted resource offering comprehensive and cost-efficient
services. We operate a sheiter in Santa Fe and outreach centers in Santa Fe,
Espanola and Las Vegas. Since inception, we have served more than
36,000 clients. Our five-county service area includes Santa Fe, Los Alamos,
Rio Arriba, San Miguel and Mora -- 14,529 square miles (an area larger than
nine of the 50 states), with a population of 214,000. We are one of the

2
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few programs in our field that serves both extensive rural areas and small
cities -- Santa Fe, 68,000; Los Alamos, 20,000; Las Vegas,16,500; and
Espanola, 9,000.

Esperanza provides family violence intervention and treatment services:
shelter, crisis intervention, counseling for all family members, and education
and advocacy as remedies for domestic violence. The Esperanza Shelter
telephone (505) 473-5200 and toll-free line 1-800-473-5220 are both 24-
hour crisis lines, as are (505) 753-5142 for Rio Arriba and (505) 425-9383
for San Miguel/Mora. In addition, residents of northern Rio Arriba County
can call our 1-800 Number or (505) 756-2327 for assistance, by special
arrangement with Las Clinicas del Norte in El Rito, Abiquiu and Ojo Caluente
and with North Central Community Based Services in Chama.

Esperanza began as a program of the Sangre de Cristo Mental Health
Agency in 1976, It was incorporated as an autonomous agency in 1983 and
received its tax exempt status from the IRS that same year. Since then
Esperanza's case load has grown substantially. In the 1998-00 year,
Esperanza served an unduplicated total of 2,532 clients -- 1,233 victims,
696 children and youth, and 603 abusers. That's up 24% from the 2,034
clients served in the previous year. Not only are more north-central New
Mexicans seeking Esperanza services, but our records show that more
victims are coming in crisis and more are seriously injured.

Ethnic/Cultural Breakdown Age Distribution-New Clients
1999-00 Year . 1989-00 Year

60 and u up to 10
i P a7

Native American/Other (4%)
Anglos {23%) )

Hispanlcs (73%)
25-59

Client Profile: Qur clientele comprises a community that is largely
underserved by reason of ethnicity, language, geography, and poverty.
Residents of our service area are primarily Hispanic -- 51% in Santa Fe
County, 74% in Rio Arriba, 80% in San Miguel, and 86% in Mora. Los
Alamos County, by contrast, has an 12% Hispanic population. Justice
Department surveys show that domestic violence is closely associated with
poverty. Eighty-six percent of our clients have few financial resources, with
incomes well below the median level for the region. Rates of poverty are
high -- 24% in Rio Arriba, 29% in San Miguel, 30% in Mora.

=] V4
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In the 1999-00 year, 54% of our clients came from Santa Fe County, 22%
from Rio Arriba, 20% from San Miguel, and 4% from Mora. The population
Esperanza serves exhibits the following profile, as shown by our agency
records:

Victims: *88% reported being punched, kicked or shoved; 19% reported being
assaulted with a weapon
*76% reported a frequency of abuse ranging from daily to monthly
*60% reported 2-5 contacts with police; 12% reported 5-9 contacts
50% witnessed abuse in the home as a child
28% have engaged in substance abuse as a way of self-medicating for
domestic violence
Children: 86% presented 3-35 problems (clinging, aggression, trouble eating &
sleeping, nervous habits)
23% presented 6-9 problems (poor school performance, truancy,
depression, suicidal ideation, gang involvement, criminal activities)
Offenders: 72% admitted having a substance abuse problem
68% witnessed abuse in the home as a child
50% suffered child abuse

* Asterisks signify a significant percentage increase since our intake analysis of three years ago,
indicating that victims are reporting higher levels of abuse.

Three of the five counties in our service area -- Mora, Rio Arriba and San
Miguel -- have an incidence of domestic violence, child abuse and poverty
that is significantly above the state and national averages.

Domestic Violence and Substance Abuse: Many who abuse their intimate
partners are also drug users and/or heavy drinkers. Researchers estimate
that one in three men who commit acts of domestic violence also have a
substance-abuse problem. Heroin addiction, in particular, is a major public
health problem in our service area. It includes Rio Arriba and San Miguel
Counties, where per-capita rates of drug-related deaths are among the
highest in the nation. The inter-related problems of substance abuse and
domestic violence have been identified by the Rio Arriba Maternal Child
Health Council as the leading threats 1o the health of County residents.
Esperanza routinely identifies substance abuse problems among its clientele
and refers users for appropriate treatment. For many, this is their first
referral for such treatment.

Rate of Violence: Family violence is difficult to measure because it most
often occurs in private, and victims may be reluctant to report it because of
shame or fear of reprisal from the offender. Area police records list the
following numbers of domestic violence calls:
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CALLS CONCERNING
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 1999 1998 1997
Santa Fe Police Department 869 885 746
Santa Fe County Sheriff 441 522 457
State Dep't of Public Safety (DPS)
Santa Fe Area - DPS 31 39 71
San Miguel Area - DPS 171 193 184
Mora Area - DPS 53 39 38
Espanola Area - DPS 281 * 427
Espanola Police Department* 408 1440 c.288
Rio Arriba County Sheriff 88 h 355
Las Vegas Police Department 525 385 391
. San Miguel County Sheriff c.357 139 320
Mora County Sheriff 31 135 104
TOTAL 3,255 3,777 3,381

* In 1998 this office took all Rio Arriba calls.

The total of all calls was 3,882 in 1996.

(Note: According to the Justice Department, only 563% of women victims
reported domestic violence to law enforcement authorities, 1993-98. Often,
the one who calls 811 is a child. )

Since 1988, the year they were instituted by state law, annual filings of
Family Violence Protection Orders (requiring that the offender be removed
and banned from the home) have increased eightfold in the First and Fourth
Judicial Districts. In 1999 the total was 1,405.

Extrapolating from these figures, and allowing for duplication and the fact
that many incidents are never reported, we estimate that our Shelter and
Outreach Centers currently serve only about 50% of the families in need.

"We ought to do everything we can to reduce domestic violence and help
victims move on with healthy lives,” Senator Jeff Bingaman has said.
Domestic violence is "a problem that people don't want to talk about, that is
swept under the rug, that is ignored,” adds NM Attorney General Patricia
Madrid. "This situation is as serious in this state as DWI." She added that as
a district judge, she saw firsthand cases that were "harrowing and
terrible...not only to the victim but to the children in those households."”

Henry Valdez, District Atto'rney'ﬂst) said, "Domestic violence is a very
serious problem in this area. We appreciate Esperanza’s hard work in
addressing domestic violence. Without its involvement, we would not be
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able to deal with this issue in a serious manner.” Chris Najar, Sheriff of San
Miguel County, agrees. "We are seeing an ever increasing problem in the
area of domestic violence,” he said, "through the numbers of calls that we
respond to and the restraining orders that we serve. Without the safe haven
and counseling services provided by Esperanza, we are certain that the
severity of domestic violence attacks would become more serious than what
they are.”

Mora County Sheriff John L. Sanchez said, "Esperanza is a much needed
agency in our community. Our department works closely with Esperanza. Its
staff is on call 24 hours a day. They not only respond to crisis calls but
make sure that victims and their children are safe." Las Vegas Mayor Matt
C. Martinez added, "Esperanza is a much needed program in our
community.”

The services that Esperanza provided during 1999-00 are:

Clients Served Units of Service

Adult Residential 337 2,410 days

Child Residential 410 2,084 days
Counseling | { ) 2,740 hours
Clinical Counseling (2,443 )* 1,980 hours

Life Skills/Social Devipmnt { ). 1,956 hours
Client Svcs Mgmnt 1,924 1,587 hours
Crisis Intervention 366 358 contacts
Assessments 511 ' 511 completed
System Networking 2,112 914 hours

* The 2,443 figure represents the total number of clients who received any one of the three
levels of counseling.

The outstanding programmatic improvement for Esperanza in the past year
has been its selection as recipient of major federal grants for the first time in
agency history. This funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development is enabling Esperanza to significantly strengthen its
staffing for providing direct services, particularly in the rural localities of our
service area. HUD funds also underwrite the placement of a part-time
Counselor/Advocate at each Esperanza Outreach Center in order to provide
homeless victims with psycho-educational counseling and leased transitional
housing. We especially thank Senator Jeff Bingaman of New Mexico for his
active support of these funding requests.

Other advances include: the hiring of our first counselor trained in sexual

abuse counseling: the publication of new informational brochures in
English/Spanish on Esperanza services to victims and abusers, courtesy of a

6
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New Mexican Charitable Foundation grant; and the initiation of a modern

computerized system at our Santa Fe Outreach Center, which is improving
the productivity of victim services and case management, and is expected
to eventually link all our facilities by e-mail and internet and to upgrade our

‘communications with other agencies.

The Esperanza Shelter: Our 10-bedroom shelter, with a capacity of 44 to 60
persons, provides services 24 hours a day, every day of the year. It is the
largest such facility in north-central New Mexico. Besides giving safe haven,
shelter services include: crisis intervention; individual and group counseling;
therapy; training in assertiveness, self-advocacy and parenting skills;
educational activities for children; medical referrals; transportation; legal
advocacy; and assistance in securing transitional housing and employment.

In 1999-00 the Esperanza Shelter served an unduplicated total of 337 adults
and 410 children. That's up 58% from the previous year. Average monthly
occupancy was 28 adults and 34 children. Total days of care provided were
2.410 for adults and 2,084 for children. A client and family may stay in
residential treatment for a maximum of 90 consecutive days per year.

"The core of a shelter service.” says a report to Congress by the National
institute for Justice, "is providing a safe haven during the high-risk period in
the immediate aftermath of a domestic violence incident.” Jay G. Harris,
Chief Judge in Las Vegas, has said, "Without the Esperanza shelter, many
victims would have to endure abuse because they have no place else to go.
That is one of the main reasons why so many victims have to remain in an
abusive relationship."

Despite all the well-intentioned and well-designed protections and remedies
for domestic violence victims, the shelter is their safest place. Security is
enhanced by the presence of two law enforcement officers who live on
opposite ends of the premises.

Assisting Victims: Justice Department surveys show that women are the
victims in 85% of cases of intimate partner violence in the United States.
Young women aged 20 to 24 experience the highest rates of such violence.
Research indicates that it takes an average of seven violent incidents before
a woman leaves her abuser.

During the 19993-00 year, Esperanza conducted 500 group counseling
sessions for domestic violence victims. The emphasis is on processing
trauma, building self worth, and encouraging self reliance. Topics covered
include understanding the cycle of violence and how to break that cycle,
safety planning, self-esteem issues, coping and communication skills and
goal setting. Esperanza’s philosophy is 1o offer victims unconditional,

7
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positive regard and to communicate to them an uncompromising expectation
that they can and will rebuild their lives.

In its continuing effort to assess the results of its programming, Esperanza
reviewed discharge summaries and client feedback forms for 151 victim
clients of the 1999-00 year, both female and male. This analysis elicited the
following:

Comment : _ Times Mentioned
Glad to Be Safe at Shelter 44
Better Understanding of Domestic Violence 56
Admit Own Substance Abuse Problem 11
Increase in Self-Esteem 74
Know How to Set Boundaries 42
More Self-Reliant, Assertive 35
Will No Longer Tolerate Abuse 48
Implementing Plan for Future Safety 84
Taking Legal Action 39
Ending Relationship _ 75
Will Try Again with Former Abuser 22

Sampling of victim comments: "/ learned a lot. | don't feel so bad about
myself anymore. 1'm not crying. | have confidence. |'m pretty again...l liked
being able to talk things out and getting feedback, as well as the sense of
really being listened to. Most helpful was feeling like | wasn't the only
person going through this kind of problem.. Esperanza services are very
professional, honest and efficient... My entire life has changed since I've
been coming here... The counseling helped me realize that it's my '
responsibility to see that my kids are protected from any kind of abuse...I
feel | can move forward...Most helpful was the warmth and compassion
shown by staff...l got my dignity back...Staff was helpful to me and always
concerned and ready to listen at any hour...] have become a stronger
person. | am able to assert boundaries and to identify potential dangerous

" sftuations...l don't know what | would have done without the counselors

being there when | needed themn. Esperanza has made me stronger and
better able to deal with things...Since Esperanza, /'ve been able to stop the
tape and change it, so that [ may explore a new future...l did not realize the
extent of abuse until now...."

"Los cambios en mi vida han sido verdaderamente buenos, porque en este

lugar he aprendido a valorarme sola y aprender a seguir con mis problemas.
- Quiero salir adelante por mi sola y no permitir que ninguna persona este

viviendo abusada. Gracias por todo lo bueno que aprendi aqui, todas, /as
consejeras me han tratado con mucho carino. Esto que aprendi nunca lo voy
a olvidar...”
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Transitional Housing: Domestic violence is the leading cause of
homelessness for U. S. women. During the past year, we assisted 10 adult
victims and 12 child victims in finding transitional housing. As mentioned
above, new HUD financing is enabling us to significantly expand this
service. Also, by a collaborative effort of the two agencies, eight transitional
living units are available for clients of both Esperanza and St. Elizabeth's
Shelter, at an apartment building at Tierra Contenta in Santa Fe.

Legal Assistance: Victims often are not aware of their options for protecting
themselves and their children and for bringing charges against their
batterers. In 1999-00, Esperanza assisted an estimated 745 clients in
obtaining legal remedies (police reports, applications for victim reparation,
custody and divorce proceedings). That's nearly double the number assisted
in the previous year. Staff spent more than 1,200 hours in court and in
other legal settings, accompanying clients, providing support, and in some
cases, testifying. Clients were helped in filing 338 Family Violence
Protection Orders. Under a grant from the District Attorney (1st), our Court
Victim Advocate works with the Domestic Violence Unit of the D.A. Office
on a day-to-day basis, providing immediate assistance to victims and
coordinating case management. During the 1993-00 year in the court
setting, she assisted 409 domestic violence victims in obtaining 77
protection orders.

Deborah Potter, Director of the Family Violence Unit of the District
Attorney's Office (1st) said, "Our Unit has been recognized nationwide as a
preeminent example for combating domestic violence. This is largely due to
the close working relationship with Esperanza. Esperanza is making real
change in northern New Mexico and giving hope to survivors of domestic
violence, and the First Judicial District Attorney's Office is proud to partner
with them in their efforts.” Chief Judge Eugenio S. Mathis in Las Vegas has
said that his Fourth Judicial District Court "would be unable to fulfill its
statutory duty to these individuals were it not for Esperanza.” Domestic
relations lawyer Nancy Ann Richards, also in Las Vegas, adds, "Esperanza
serves the vast majority of persons in this low economic area who simply
cannot afford any attorney.”

Under the new Statewide Advocacy for Survivors of Abuse (SASA)
program, Esperanza cooperates with Northern NM Legal Services in helping
domestic violence victims achieve personal safety and economic stability. In
the first six months of this program, Esperanza has referred 40 clients for
legal assistance in gaining divorce, child custody, child support, housing,
unemployment benefits, and debt management.
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Esperanza also provides cellular phones to high-risk victims, in cooperation
with the Air-Touch Cellular company.

Fred T. Hensley, 9th District Court Judge, who rules on domestic violence
cases in Las Vegas, says of Esperanza staffer Orlando Arellano, "l have
been truly blessed to ...work with him. He knows most of the people, all of

" the language, and he shares my desire to help people...His help to me has

been invaluable.”

Child Counseling: Children who see and hear abuse may not bear bruises or
broken bones, but they are hurt in ways that affect us all. Witnessing
violence causes children to feel anxiety, fear of abandonment, helplessness,
anger, depression, a shattered sense of safety and security, and often, guilt.
Eventually, the experts say, the effects will surface -- in the form of school
dropout, addiction, teen pregnancy, running away, becoming gang
members and criminals, committing suicide and homicide. Children whose
mothers are abused are 50% more likely to abuse drugs and alcohol than
children from nonviolent homes. They are six times more likely to attempt
suicide.

Children are the most innocent of the victimized. In 1989-00, Esperanza
provided services to 696 children and youths. All those of appropriate age
received counseling and therapy. Children are resilient, When removed from
their abusers and given hope, they can go on to build new lives. "In
receiving treatment, they begin to relate to other people again,"” said

-Esperanza Executive Director Connie R. Trujillo. "That blank hollow stare in

their eyes starts 1o fade.”

Studies show that one of every three abused children grows up to be either
a victim or an abuser. "Domestic violance is at the center,” said Dr. Victor
La Cerva, medical director with the NM Health Department. "When you
have domestic violence occurring, you have incredibly bad modeling to the
next generation about resolving conflict, how to treat women, how to deal
with anger." Nationally, 80% of the male prison population witnessed
domestic violence during childhood.

Child abuse is highly concurrent with domestic violence. Surveys indicate
that most men who abuse their partners also abuse children in the home.
Battering actually increases during pregnancy. According to the March of
Dimes, it is the leading cause of infant mortality and birth defects.

"If we look at nothing else except the number of children entering shelters
because of domestic violence,” wrote Brenda Newell in the National
Coalition Against Domestic Violence newsletter, "then it seems imperative
that we recognize who these children are, what they have survived, and

10
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what it is they need from us.” Esperanza seeks to help these younger
victims stay alive, have a childhood, be able to grow and develop, and
succeed in breaking the intergenerational chain in which the abused
becomes the abuser. '

Counseling Abusers: Battering behavior is more prevalent in males under 45
years of age, and particularly so for those in the 25-29 age bracket.
Esperanza is one of the few agencies in New Mexico that provides abusers
with ongoing education, counseling and therapy. The aim is to convince
batterers to accept responsibility for their abuse and to end their obsession
with controlling victims. Abuser treatment is largely done through group
counseling, which diminishes isolation and enhances relationship skills. In
1999-00, we conducted 680 group sessions for male abusers. A total of 50
group sessions were also held for women identified by legal systems as
domestic violence offenders. '

Esperanza also works closely with the Coordinated Community Intervention
Program Services (CCIPS) of the Family Violence Unit of the District
Attorney's Office (1st). The goal of CCIPS is to hold domestic violence
offenders accountable for their violent behavior by monitoring their
compliance with court-ordered treatment and other legal requirements. In
the past year through CCIPS, the Family Violence Unit has referred more
than 100 abusers to Esperanza’s anger management program. "We consider
CCIPS the prototype for providing rapid, coordinated treatment, along with
intensive monitoring, for all court-mandated abusers," said Ruth Oswood.
Direct Service Supervisor.

Of 85 offenders mandated by the CCIPS Program in the 18 months ending
6/30/00, 43 successfully completed counseling. 17 are still in treatment,
and 25 were remanded for noncompliance.

Client feedback forms and discharge summaries for 43 abusers, male and
female, were reviewed for the 1993-00 year. Improvements noted were as
follows:

Comment Times Mentioned
Increased Comprehension of Battering Attitude 23
Improved Anger Control/Use of "Time Outs” 32
Improved Self-Expression/Self-Esteem 29
Setting Appropriate and Safe Boundaries 21
Has Ceased Abusive Behavior ' 4
Will Deal with Substance Abuse 8

11
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Sampling of abuser comments: ".../ liked the ability to talk openly with the
group. [ learned to avaoid potential violence, take 'time outs,' and talk things

‘over to resolve problems...Most helpful was the patience and empathy with

my sjtuation and the comprehension...l liked sharing with aothers who have
the same problem. This has opened my eyes about a lot of things... I've
learned how to communicate and recognize red flags. Just being here was
most helpful...It helped with my marriage. | can talk to my wife with
understanding, not fighting...!'m happy now, facing the day with no
problemns. It was an excellent education and a very good experience,
learning how to deal with one's self and others...l liked the input | got from
everybody. My relationship is better and /'ve learned to control my
temper...Since Esperanza, |'ve been setting boundaries, taking responsibility
for my actions...] liked every minute of -the classes. | feel | have learned a
different perspective on handling relationships -- very helpful to my
future...!'m now able to control my anger. I'm sitting with my wife and
talking more..." ‘

Evaluation: In recent years, with the help of the NM Children Youth &
Families Dep't and United Way/Santa Fe, we have instituted a new and
improved system of tracking measurable outcomes of client behavior, thus
increasing our capacity to document results and enhance agency services.
The Performance Outcomes system involves identifying and tracking specific
steps toward treatment success for clients. An Outcomes analysis of an
unduplicated total of 560 cases closed during the 1999-00 year shows that
Esperanza helped 215 victims move into a safer environment, 254 to
implement a safety plan, 341 to decrease family violence, and 247 to
increase social, living and thinking skills. So far the Outcomes system
shows that about 85% of our child clients have manifested significant
benefit from treatment, and 60% have returned to normal.

In our evaluations, we also rely on client satisfaction surveys completed by
clients, discharge summaries, and counselor appraisals of client outcomes.
We make extensive use of professional psychological testing tools, such as
State Trait Anger Expression Inventory (STAXI-2), Social Adjustment Scale,
and appropriate Child Assessment such as CFARS. Independent input is also
sought from the entities Esperanza works with -- law enforcement, the
judicial-system, human services agencies, health care providers, and others.

Broadening Public Understanding: Esperanza engages in ongoing community
outreach, providing presentations and information on the need to take action
against domestic violence. We staff information booths at health fairs and
other community events. We join the state Health Department and the D.A.
Office (1st) in presenting special educational programs on the domestic
violence issue to students in the public schools. At the behest of Esperanza
staffer Rosalie Regensberg, the Mora County Commission recently launched

12
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a year-long effort to raise community awareness about the issue of
domestic violence -- a first in the area.

In Santa Fe, our Prevention Through the Arts component, directed by
award-winning artist and youth counselor Sam Leyba, presented a 13-week
program on violence and abuse prevention to two classes at Ortiz Middle
School, and worked with 30 at-risk Santa Fe High students on a visual arts
project with a similar theme. Under a grant from the Santa Fe Rotary
Foundation, Esperanza provided experience and training in theater arts for
12 at-risk youths. In cooperation with Santa Fe's Community Youth Mural
Program, we worked with 15 additional youths in painting murals at the
new Geneveva Chavez Community Center and at the Santa Fe Community
College.

Strengthening Laws: Esperanza is a persistent advocate for stronger
statutes and other law enforcement mechanisms that protect victims and
allow communities to contain offenders with a combination of legal
consequences and mandated treatment. In recent years, Esperanza has
played a significant role in the successful effort to strengthen state laws on
domestic violence and stalking. Together with the New Mexico Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, Esperanza is currently seeking state government
certification of Domestic Violence Specialists.

Collaborative Efforts: Esperanza strongly believes that collaboration is
essential to providing an in-depth continuum of care for those in need.
Esperanza is active with the NM Coalition Against Domestic Violence, the
Inter-Agency Task Force on Homelessness, and the Santa Fe Human
Services Coalition.

The Santa Fe Domestic Violence Task Force, reconvened by Esperanza and
the D.A. Office, met quarterly during 1999-00. Its overall aim is to develop
coordinated strategies for addressing domestic violence. Current goals
include strengthening coordinated containment and treatment responses to
domestic violence, collaborating with the Rape Crisis Center in Santa Fe,
implementing the Esperanza picture-taking service, and instituting
standardized procedures for court cases involving domestic violence.

Esperanza is currently collaborating with E.R. personnel at St. Vincent
Hospital in Santa Fe in an effort to establish emergency psychiatric services
for domestic violence victims. In past years, Esperanza has helped St.
Vincent and Las Clinicas del Norte at Abiquiu in setting up screening
procedures to identify and assist E.R. patients who've been subjected to
domestic violence. A U.S. Justice Department survey showed that 37% of
all women seeking E.R. care were injured by an intimate partner. A study by
the Commonwealth Fund reports that 92% of women who were abused by

13
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‘their partners did not discuss these incidents with doctors; 57% did not talk
about them with anyone.

Under a Violence Against Women Act grant, Esperanza joined with the
Crisis Center of Northern New Mexico in presenting two training workshops
in Rio Arriba County for law officers and human services professionals,
concerning family violence, sexual assault, addiction, suicide, client
advocacy (with special attention to client recantation), and outreach to rural
and Native American communities. The workshops were entitled "Teamwork
to Stop Violence Against Women." '

Budget: Our total organizational budget for 1999-00 was $1,054,942. Given
that 2,532 unduplicated clients were served via standard program
components, the average cost per client was $417. This figure is cost
effective, inasmuch as Esperanza provides a wide range of social services to
clients and the average time in treatment per client is nearly six months.
Esperanza is audited annually by an outside CPA firm. Copies of audits are
available on request. Sources of funding are primarily local and state
governmental agencies, but substantial support also comes from foundation
grants, individual donors, and fund-raising events.

Esperanza's organizational sources of funding, in order of magnitude, are:

J:le"T Or

f,“dti;f!; U. S. Department of Housing & Urban Development w '.’%%
(R, e NM Children, Youth & Families Department i 1] Rl
il g : City of Santa Fe %,
Buckaroo Ball Fan o
. United Way of Santa Fe County ﬂé
l . NM Martgage Finance Authority o
NM Crime Victims Reparation Commission -\ y
Santa Fe Civic Housing Authaority Y
S.T.O.P. Violence Against Women Act (VAWA)
Frost Foundation Ltd. - -
Office of the District Attorney (1st) United
. lcad

NM Human Services Department
" Philip Morris Companies Inc.
Santa Fe Community Foundation
The New Mexican Charitable Foundation
Santa Fe Rotary Foundation

JSAMTA TEY

NS Federal Emergency Management Agency

A

w Churches and Synagogues

—et—— T A Vialcuce
THESANTA FE Individual Donors _ Asgnnst
CosMmuNmY . Wamnen
FOLNDATION GRANTS
—— T —————
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Caliber of Personnel: Esperanza's Executive Director, Connie R. Trujillo, has
been with our program almost from its inception. She has a B.A. in
Sociology and Social Welfare and more than 800 hours of additional
professional training in domestic violence and counseling. She is a Master
Domestic Violence Specialist and has served three terms as president of the
NM Coalition Against Domestic Violence. She received the 2000 Governor's
Award as one of New Mexico's Outstanding Women, and was invited to be
keynote speaker at the 2000 National Conference on Domestic Violence
sponsared by the National College of District Attorneys. Our Direct Service
Supervisor for the past 20 years is Ruth Oswood, B.A.. She is both a
Master Domestic Violence Specialist and a Licensed Professional Mental
Health Counselor. She has 750 hours of professional training in domestic
violence and counseling, and 59 credits toward a Master's degree in the
field. She has written four research papers that are used in our agency
training program. Dr. Richard T. Fink, Ph.D. Psychologist, has been our
Clinical Director for 10 years. He has 23 years of experience in testing and
treatment of victims and offenders. The director of our Prevention Through
The Arts component is Sam Leyba, who has four years of college, 260
hours of training in domestic violence and counseling, 24 years of
experience as a counselor, and extensive achievements in the arts.

The majority of our clients (60%) and staff (62%) are female, due to the
nature of Esperanza's program. Esperanza's 32-member staff is 67 %
Hispanic, 30% Anglo, and 3% Native American. Two staff members are
openly gay. The range of educational level includes two Ph.D's, ten M.A.'s,
six B.A.'s, and one Associate Degree. Qur staff includes one Licensed
Professional Clinical Counselor, six Licensed or Registered Mental Health
Counselors, two Certified Domestic Violence Counselors, two Licensed
Educators, three Licensed M.A.-level Social Workers, one Licensed B.A.-
level Social Worker, and one Licensed Drug & Alcohol Abuse Counselor. Qur
personnel is trained and experienced in utilizing culturally sensitive
approaches. More than half our staff speaks Spanish as well as English, and
bilingual capacity is available at all our locations. We also have seven direct
service volunteers.

Esperanza Board membership is currently 66% Hispanic and 34% Anglo, as
well as 55% female. Two of our nine Board members are former clients. The
Board continues to broaden its diversity and representation.

Current Year Objectives: Esperanza aims to: maintain current programs and
expand where feasible; secure full representative board membership and
produce a manual for board members; establish an e-mail address, explore
instituting a website for Esperanza, and implement an internet linkage
among all Esperanza facilities; strengthen Friends of Esperanza as an
ongoing fundraising arm, with special emphasis on staging events and on
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acquiring gifts from estates and trusts; and intensify our collaborations with
sister agencies involved with the issue of domestic violence.

Proposed New Initiatives: Esperanza is seeking added funding for the
following urgent projects:

-- Constructing an apartment building of four two-bedroom units, at the rear
of the 3.4-acre Esperanza Shelter property in Santa Fe County. Each year
this facility will serve an estimated 20 domestic violence victims and their
children, who are in high-risk situations and need protected transitional
housing. Most will be from our Shelter. Esperanza will provide transitional
housing and support services, including assistance and advocacy in securing
public services, employment and permanent housing. For cost of
construction, architect/project manager fee, required permits, and
administation overhead, operational and supportive services, $650,000.

-- Paying off the $127,000 balance due on our mortgage loan to buy our
Shelter property. The purchase price was $235,000. Our shelter, land and
buildings on the site are valued at $842,000.

-- Seeking seed money funding for relocating our Espanola Outreach Center
to the former Pinon Hills Hospital site, expected to be acquired by the Rio
Arriba County Commission as a treatment and training center for substance
abuse and domestic violence. We seek also to establish our second shelter
facility in an existing building there. $60,000.

~ Instituting a special public school curriculum for young people ages 13-
18, focusing on "Skills for Violence-Free Relationships.” To reinforce this
project for high-schoolers, we will utilize the "Aztec Street Theatre,” the
Prevention Through the Arts program sponsored by Esperanza. Funding
needed, $75,000. -

-- Providing a van or light truck for each of Esperanza’s four service centers,
to enable staff to serve clients in rural areas with counseling, advocacy. and
aid in moving to independent living quarters. $60,000.

-- Helping shelter clients pay medical costs that are not eligible for coverage
by charitable agencies. In an Esperanza survey, 30% of our clients reported
seeking medical attention for health problems related to domestic violence.
At least half of our clients have no insurance coverage for health care, and
often defer treatment. They come to Esperanza with long histories of
untreated injuries and ilinesses, particularly those caused by stress. $5,000.
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PROFILES OF TYPICAL ESPERANZA CLIENTS (names changed):

Anita, a 34-year-old mother of five,

came to Esperanza in the 19th year of her

marriage. The impetus was a holiday incident in

which her husband held arifle to her head and

threatened to "blow her brains out" in front of the i
children. He had already forced them to stand ' |
outside in their underwear in freezing winter temp- :
erature and had hit his daughter in the head with |
the rifle butt. Anita was finally impelled to gather up her children and
escape. She related a long history of physical injury and psychological
abuse. Exhibiting enormous determination, she reclaimed her life by
pursuing legal remedies and by receiving two years of Esperanza
counseling for herself and her five children. Anita has managed
remarkably well and for several years has been raising her family on her
own.

Jose arrived at our shelter with his mother, both physi-
cally abused . He had been locked up for long periods
by his father. Curly-haired, brown-eyed, small for a five-
| ~  year-old, he looked like aragamuffin. He was angry,
defiant, refused to listen and called everyone names.
In playing with the shelter's stuffed animals, he had
them biting and attacking each other. After receiving
therapy from Esperanza staffers, he calmed down and graduailly
emerged as a super-bright little boy who then set up the stuffed animals
as a family taking care of one another. He and his mother have left their
abuser and are living independently. He is doing well in public school.

Mark, 37, an alcoholic. and arepeated abuser
of his wife Charlene and four children, finally threw 2‘ ~

=

themn out of the house. Somehow Charlene found
her way to the Family Violence Protection Court, )
which alerted Esperanza to the case. With.Esperanza’s é

help, she filed for a protection order and for divorce C\‘_‘,_y/
and moved into independent living quarters. At the

hearing, the judge ordered the whole family to Esperanza for counseling.
After months of denial during counseling sessions, Mark now says he
redlizes show much his anger has hurt his family and has apologized for it.
He is going to AA for his substance abuse problem, and is often the one
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who gives their three sons a ride to Esperanza. The family has a good
chance of reuniting.

Juanita, 35, was a victim of chronic domestic violence,
/_«\’* battered throughout her eight-year marriage. "|

2 : thought | was used to it," she said, "but one particular
¢ day, when he began beating me and choking me,
(%\L\ something snapped.” She left, called the police and
PR was taken by ambulance to the hospital. The

g emergency ward staff referred her fo the Esperanza

-~

shelter. There she received counseling, therapy. and
help in filing a restraining order against her husband. She has since landed
a job, and is filing for divorce. "I know | can survive on my own,"” she said.
"and | can always count on Esperanza to listen when | need to talk.”

A blonde blue-eyed three-year-old, Cynthia came

to our shelter, both physically and sexually abused.

Lost, angry, like someone whose soul was dead, she

screamed for an hour at a time. She and her L]

battered mother stayed with Esperanza for several

months, and after going out on their own, returned

often for support. Again, therapy helped Cynthia

especially. She confused her Headstart teacher (who could not find it on
the map) by saying she “was born in Esperanza.” She added that all the
Esperanza staffers were "doctors.” At Headstart, she achieved the highest
IQ score for her age in Rio Amiba County. Now 14, she is healthy, happy.
and assertive. Her school mates have elected her class president.

/_\—\ " Linda, 28, found refuge in the Esperanza shelter,
along with her 7-year-old daughter and 5-year-old son,
»  after experiencing the latest physical assault from her
partner, who is in the military. She escaped from the
military base with the help of a friend and returned fo
her home state of New Mexico. She reports an eight
year history of domestic violence — including frequent
beatings. having her head smashed against the floor and being
humiliated with verbal abuse in front of others. She and her family are
currently living with her parents in crowded quarters and she is badly in
need of her own rental apartment. She comes in regularly for Esperanza’s
counseling services, has marketable employment skills, and is making
every effort to becoming a selfreliant family provider. "All | want." said
Linda, "is a chance to have a peaceful life for myself and my children.”

/
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Esperanza shelter's life .

BYLINE: Monica Soto with photo by Chuck Wing
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Connie Trujillo will bow her head today and deliver a Thanksgiving prayer amongst family and friends.

~ And inthat prayer, she might say that she is thankful that Esperanza, the battered women's shelter she
has run since 1980, still is afloat after almost 20 years. She might say that she is thankful for the altruism
this community has afforded her.

There is an aside, however, that has gone unspoken.

Eighteen years ago, her abusive husband shot her twice and left her for dead and on this day, she is
thankful to be alive.

Trujillo has been a-pioneer in the fight to bring domestic violence issues to the forefront in Northern
New Mexico. Her shelter has served more than 30,000 men and women since it opened in 1976, and she
has been instrumental in getting most of the state domestic violence laws passed.

e \
s

s \‘/“

- Still, not many know what drives her cause.

Trujillo delivered her first congressional testlmony in 1978, when the warrantless arrest law was being
considered for the first time.

She was asked to speak because the Santa Fe battered women's shelter was one of the first to open in the
country. And she was one of their first victims.

Tryjillo walked into the shelter in 1974 after enduring years of abuse.

She met her husband at Santa Fe Community Collf;ge, where she was taking courses. He was a police
officer and she was from a law enforcement family. Her grandfather and uncles all were police officers
so she applied to the State Police Academy with dreams of becoming one, too.

She and her husband moved to El Paso, Texas, insfead, and this is when the abuse began. .

Trujillo speaks in a calm, even tone as she talks about how he would pull out big chunks of her hair and
kick her in the stomach. How she lived in fear because on top of the beatings, he repeatedly warned her
that death was next.

"He used to come home beat me up, rape me, tell me he was going to kill me and chop me up in little

pieces and drop me down the well where no one would find me," she said. "He also said he would drive
in the (police) unit real fast and let my body roll down a hill where I would be hard to find."
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Trujillo was almost eight months pregnant when she lost the first of two sons after a beating.

"He would love to kick me," she remembered, shaking her head. "I remember I was bleedmg and was
rushed to the hospital. The baby died. The story was | had fallen down some stairs."

* The last incident put her husband in prison. She had given birth to another boy, just a few months old,
~when he hit the baby and killed him. He beat her, raped her, the same routine, but this time was a llttle

different. Her dog had just had puppies and he ran over them with his car.
"I said, 'Look. I'm really tired. Why don't you just finish it off?""

She ran from him and he shot her once in the stomach and the second time, the bullet grazed her face.
She should have died, but she didn't.

"I feel so guilty," she said. "If I had known what I know now. As a woman, you can maybe live through
it, but your children won't. It's a deep feeling I have and I can't get over that."

For many years, Trujillo kept her scars, like the abuse, a secret.

Her striking appearance is somewhat of a shield. Since several patches of her hair were pulled out by her
husband, she wears a wig. With makeup, she covers the scar from the bullet that grazed her face.

"This is the first year that I've disclosed that, " she said. "I think if T could get the story out, it might help
others understand what we do."

Trujlllo said this has been one of the worst years for the shelter. Their 20th anniversary is on Dec. 5, but
it is somewhat overshadowed by the fact that they lost $ 81,000 in funding from state and federal
resources.

Private donations also have dipped. At this time of year, food is usually donated to the shelter in massive
amounts. This year, they received two turkeys for Thanksgiving.

* "T've been real depressed this year," she said. "I m scared. [ feel like disappearing somettrnes After we
- worked this hard, it doesn't seem real. But it's not only us it's all nonproﬁts

"I don't have the heart to tell a client, we cannot serve you," she said.

District Attorney Henry Valdez said he understands the significance of Trujillo's work. His domestic
violence diversion program could not operate without Esperanza because his program refers offenders to
counseling there in lieu of prosecution.

Valdez said Trujillo's testimony was instrumental in getting legislation passed, such as the Family
Violence Protection Act, which made it easier for victims of domestic violence to get orders or
protection from the civil courts.

"Connie has been a pioneer in the area of domestic violence," Valdez said. "Many times, I think the only
voice expressing any concern over domestic violence was coming from Esperanza."

Rep. Patsy Trujillo, D-Santa Fe, has known Connie Trujillo on many levels. As a legislator, Patsy
Trujillo has worked to push domestic violence and stalking issues and served on the Esperanza board of
directors for eight years.

On a personal level, she met Trujillo many years ago after she sought help at Esperanza as a victim.

"We see people on a different levell and sometimes don't ever realize that they had a personal life or that
something devastating happened to them," she said. "It just happens to a lot of us. This is so widespread.
It's not just one type of woman."
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The shelter was just renovated after the state Legislature appropriated $ 260,000 to revamp the
dilapidated building. An anonymous New York donor also gave the shelter a pre-fabricated home, plus
enough money to have it set in concrete, with the walls covered in adobe.

r+. 2. The shelter has offices in Santa Fe, Los Alamos, Espanola, Mora and Las Vegas but with budget - -
{.n  rconstraints, the board already has decided to let employees in the satellite offices go on Jan. 1 1f it ca: mot
find extra fundmg

Trujillo is thinking of running for state' representative in two years so that she is able illustrate how
important the need is. :

She is an advocate of counseling the offenders and teaching the victims how to fend for themselves.
"If we can make the adults stronger, than the kids can be OK," she said.

Trujillo walked down a hallway in the shelter and a lO-year-old girl popped out of a room to show her
the stickers a worker bought her at Toys 'R Us.

The children, who were abused when they were younger, have been in the shelter before. Their mother
was leaving her husband for a second time.

"Our wish list is longer than Santa Claus can give,'; Trujillo said, flicking off the hallway light. "We
have to strike one or two things off the list each year but we don't give up."

GRAPHIC: Photo by Chuck Wing: Connie Trujille, exectuive director of Esperanza Shleter,has
worked there for 20 years.
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Connie Trujillo kept a secret to herself for many years.

The executive director of Esperanza Shelter for Battered Families did not reveal to friends, co-workers
and the public that she herself was a victim of domestic violence until last year. She has been with the
shelter for 21 years.

"Not a morning goes by when I don't think about it," said Trujillo, who revealed to The New Mexican
last Thanksgiving that she was abused by her pollce officer husband, and shot twice by him in 1974. "It's
a difficult thing to talk about.”

Now Trujillo, Esperanza and other groups are taking on a new spirit of openness and collaboration.

"We can't do it alone, guys," she told a group of co-workers, Esperanza board members, police officers,
politicians and attorneys Tuesday night. "That's why we need the help of all of you."

Esperanza, the district attorney's office, St. Vincent Hospital, police and other groups are teaming up to
restart the Santa Fe County Domestic Vlolence Task Force. The task force orlgmally began in 1985 but

- stopped working together in the esiy 1990s.

-"'fﬂ .

Now the groups are organizing again, meetmg in committees and plannmg a county -wide education
program.

"I think we do a lot in the community within the first judicial district," District Attorney Henry Valdez
said. "But it has not been formalized. Information-sharing that needs to occur maybe always wasn't
occurring between all the different entities regarding domestic violence."

In addition to educating the public and stressing prevention, the groups will work together to assist a
victim of domestic abuse immediately after an incident. Police officers will assure safe passage to St.
Vincent's emergency room, where doctors and nurses will treat the victim.

ar’

After treatment, police officers and representatives from the district attorney's office will discuss with
the victim the details of an incident, take pictures and begin to build a case.

From the moment victims arrive at the hospital, Trujillo said they need to be assured their statements can
be given in private.

"We want to screen out (spouses and partners) for safety,” Trujillo said. "They usually want to make
sure they stay with them so their wives never say what happened. We will screen them and say, you need
to wait."

According to Trujillo, 90 percent to 95 percent of domestic abusers are men. But some women also

9/22/2000 5:05 PM
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abuse their husbands and boyfriends, she added.

Task force organizers are discussing the possibility of setting up a police substation at St. Vincent
Hospital by the end of the year, Trujillo said.

‘They,slso are planning on starting a Domestic Assault Response Team or DART. That team will consist
- of vo.unteers who have trained with women's advocates to respond qulckly to domestic violence.

"I think the message is domestic violence will not be tolerated,” Trujillo said. "We want a community
free of domestic violence and abuse."

GRAPHIC: Mug of connie Trujillo
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