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Avenue between 17th & 18th St. NW.

Heather Howard, my colleague in the domestic policy council and in the
First Lady's policy office, is coordinating this event and our assistant,
Eric Morse will be helping with the event. | will actually be out of the
office tomorrow and Friday and will not be able to be at the event, but
please be in touch with Heather at 202/456-7263 or with Eric at
202/456-0122 if you have any questions between now and then.

Thank you very much for your willingness to participate in this event.

All the best,
Ann

Forwarded by Ann O’Leary/OPD/EOP on 05/10/2000 01:56

(Embedded

image moved Mark & Brittany Cipriotti <cipriotti@erols.com>
to file:  05/10/2000 12:02:57 PM

P1C23583.PCX)

Record Type: Record

To: Ann O'Leary/OPD/EOP

cc:
Subject: Friday's event for Child Safety

Ann,
If you have anything to add or delete let me know. Thanks for this
opportunity to make a difference in a child’s life.
Brittany
Good morning ladies and gentlemen,
| am Brittany Cipriotti a Parent of 2 children and a Professional Day Care
Provider to several children in my community. As a parent and day care
provider, | have purchased and used many products that are designed to help
and assist with the process of transporting children from the home to the
vehicle and safely home again. Many of the products have been great
inventions that 1?ve used on a continuous basis with my family and day care
business.



| would like to tell you about a product that | purchased to help transport

my newborn daughter and my toddler son. (strikethrough: | found a product
manufactured by COSCOQ.) It was a tandem stroller that had a detachable
infant carseat/carrier as well as a place for my 21 month old Son to sit.
(strikethrough: Then w) [| knew that wlhen my daughter was older and didn?t
need the carseat any more, [I] (strikethrough: it) could (strikethrough: be
Juse(strikethrough: d as) [it] just [as] a tandem stroller for two

children.

| was using my stroller according to the manufacturers guidelines with both
children securely fastened in their seats. While crossing an intersection

at a 4-way stop, the front tires of the stroller failed to navigate a small

crack in the pavement(strikethrough: less than 2 inches in height.) The
forward momentum of the stroller hitting the crack caused the unit to
collapse into the folding position with my children in it. (strikethrough:
Thank God | had followed the directions, as all responsible parents should.
) My stroller collapsed to the ground except for the handle area that | was
left holding. My daughter was suspended upside down in her carseat/carrier
harness, head first toward the pavement below. My son was slightly injured
when the stroller collapsed causing him to be thrown, face first into the
carseat/carrier that was positioned in front of him. My children had minor
injuries from being jostled around and | had a bad bruise on both of my
shins from the crossbars collapsing into them. The emotional upset of being
scared for my children?s safety was the worst part of the whole ordeal.
Fortunately, many children, like mine, only receive bumps or bruises. | am
lucky that my children were not seriously injured. [Unfortunately, other
families have not been so blessed. Faulty products have caused broken
bones, fractured skulls, and even death in extreme cases.] (strikethrough:
Based on my experience, | am sure that many children have been injured from
the malfunction of this particular stroller in the past. )Injuries to

children, if debilitating, not only have immediate effects, but can also

have long lasting effects throughout the rest of their lives. Beyond the
physical injuries that often result, there are emotional injuries that

often occur to the child, parent and siblings.

Parents need to take the first step of responsibility when using any

product that is designed for the safety of their child. Read all of the
literature and follow the guidelines when using the product and protect

your child first with every measure possible. Then, when something
unfortunate happens as in my case, you can minimize injuries to children
when the design of the product fails. Since children don?t normally know
when something is dangerous, parents must take the responsibility and make
it safe for them first.

(strikethrough: | am one of those responsible parents. Many times | have
asked other parents to tighten a strap or buckle their child. Many times

I?m given a dirty look or snide comment or two when | speak up. |?ve rarely
been told, thank you, for seeing that their child was safe. | have seen too
little Responsibility on the part of parents. | feel responsible and try to

be a voice for that child. Children only love their parents and don?t

realize that they are being put into a dangerous situation.)

After the step of responsibility is taken, we need to make sure that the
Manufacturers are making products that truly are safe for our children. We
must make sure that if an incident/accident occurs that they are taking
every step possible to guarantee that other children are not going to be
injured or debilitated or killed due to faulty design/manufacturing process

or lack of initiating a warning to other consumers. We need (strikethrough:



more enforced) legislation [with greater penalities for manufactures that
do not inform parents of unsafe products] (strikethrough: to govern what
constitutes manufactures to warn consumers and officials) to stop the
unnecessary injuries and death of children due to (strikethrough: lack of
proper initiatives of the manufacturer when a )product[s] (strikethrough:
is )found to have mechanical/design flaws. ,

[Thank you for allowing me to speak out for the safety of children.]
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Mark & Brittany Cipriotti <cipriotti@erols.com>
05/11/2000 12:18:56 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Mark & Brittany Cipriotti <cipriotti@erols.com>, Ann O'Leary/OPD/EOP

cc: Heather H. Howard/OPD/EQP, Eric J. Morse/OPD/EOP
Subject: Re: Friday's event for Child Safety

Hello Heather,

Ann gave me your Name and number as a contact for tomorrow. Here is some missing information from
the email yesterday

This is the Social security for William Gage Carroll  P8/(b)(6) DOB' P6/(b)(6) | EOOI ]

Looking forward to seeing you on Friday.
Thank you,

Brittany Cipriotti

4 - attl.htm
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Mark & Brittany Cipriotti <cipriotti@erols.com>
05/10/2000 05:58:10 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Ann O'Leary/OPD/EOP

cc: Heather H. Howard/OPD/EOP, Eric J. Morse/OPD/EOP
Subject: Re: Friday’s event for Child Safety

Ann,

Here is the information that you requested, My husband will be joining me as well.

Lenni Brett Cipriotti (Brittany)| P6/(b)(6) |

Mark Charles Cipriotti-| P6/(b)(6) j

Ellen Rae Huffstutler-| P6/(b)(6) | [ 00 2‘1
Ross Nicholas Cipriotti
‘McKenzie Rae Cipriott; P6/(0)(6)

P6/(b)(6) (a daycare child, T will send this info later or call one of your representatives)

----- Original Message-----

From: Ann_O’Leary @opd.eop.gov <Ann_QO'Leary@opd.eop.gov>

To: cipriotti@erols.com <cipriotti@ erols.com>

Cc: Heather_H._Howard @opd.eop.gov <Heather_H._Howard@opd.eop.gov>;
Eric_J._Morse @opd.eop.gov <Eric_J._Morse @ opd.eop.gov>

Date: Wednesday, May 10, 2000 11:17 AM

Subject: Friday’s event for Child Safety

Brittany --

Great talking points!!! You will be a powerful voice in this effort to
toughen the penalties manufactures face when they fail to report defective,
faulty, or unsafe products and put children in danger.

I'have made several suggested changes below -- one important change is that
our lawyers have asked that we not mention the company by name given that
the company is still in negotiation with CPSC on payment of penalty and we
cannot unfairly influence that process. Other changes | made are with the
intent to try to trim it a bit in order to shorten it. Overall, it looks

great.

Please send the names, date of birth, and social security numbers for you,
your children, and your mother in order to get cleared into the White

House. You are your family will need to arrive here by 10:30 a.m. and

should enter the White House through the Northwest Gate which is located on
Pennsylvania Avenue. There are several parking garages on Pennsylvania



85/18/20888 11:29 3815840121 u.s
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Date: _ May 10, 2000

0 Fax Yo (Name): Heather Howard

Time:
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12:25 p.m.

D Fax Numbei-: (202) 456-2878

0 Voice Phone Number:

From: Office of the Executive Director

Name: Pamela Gi lbert

Voice Phone Number: _(301) 504-0550

Fax Number: {301) 504-0121

Subject:

Number of Pages to Follow: )|

Tol-free hotlina: 1-800-638-CPSC

Web site: hitp/iwww.cpsc.gov
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T PAGE 92
Gilbert, Pamela ,
A - _ SR
From: Rader, Russ J. .
Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2000 11:40 AM
To: Gilbert, Pamela
Subject. Other victims

Pamela, Erica in the First Lady's press office asked that we pass this info on to the policy people rather than her.
Here are a couple of other victims compliance pulled up where the company involved has already paid a fine:
Playkool (Hasbro) Fold ‘n Travel infant Carrier

Recalled in 1996 because lock mechanism on handle can unexpectedly release causing infants to fall.

Hasbro knew of 8 Incidents including 7 skuli fractures before reporting.

P6/(b)(6) Eo 03 l

Century Stroller

Recalled In 1997 because folding locks and restraint buckles were defective and could cause infant to fall.

Century knew of 560 reports from consumers and 29 Injuries before reporting.

P6/(b)(6)

Cipno P

P6/(b)(6)




fm Ann O'Leary
S 05/10/2000 10:35:19 AM

Record Type: Record

To: Heather H. Howard/OPD/EOP @EOP

cc:
Subject: Friday's event for Child Safety

See outline of talking points by Brittany Cipriotti, the parent advocate, with my suggested changes. ‘' Please
let me know if you have additional suggested changes before | send it back. Thanks.

Forwarded by Ann O’Leary/OPD/EOP on 05/10/2000 10:26 AM

Mark & Brittany Cipriotti <cipriotti@erols.com>
05/10/2000 12:02:57 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Ann O'Leary/OPD/EOP

cc:
Subject: Friday's event for Child Safety

Ann,
If you have anything to add or delete let me know. Thanks for this opportunity to make a difference in a

child’s life.

Brittany
Good morning ladies and gentlemen,

| am Brittany Cipriotti a Parent of 2 children and a Professional Day Care Provider to several children in my
community. As a parent and day care provider, | have purchased and used many products that are
designed to help and assist with the process of transporting children from the home to the vehicle and
safely home again. Many of the products have been great inventions that I,ve used on a continuous basis
with my family and day care business.

| would like to tell you about a product that | purchased to help transport my newborn daughter and my

toddler son. Heund-apreductmeanufactaredby-GO566- It was a tandem stroller that had a detachable

infant carseat/carrier as well as a place for my 21 month old Son to sit. Fherw [| knew that wlhen my
daughter was older and didn t need the carseat any more, [I] it could be-used-e3 [it] just [as] a tandem
stroller for two children.

| was using my stroller according to the manufacturers guidelines with both children securely fastened in
their seats. While crossing an intersection at a 4-way stop, the front tires of the stroller failed to navigate a



small crack in the pavementiess-than-2-irehes-inheight The forward momentum of the stroller hitting the
crack caused the unit to collapse into the folding position with my children in it. Fhenk-GodHhad-fettewed-
the-directions-as-ali-respensible-parents-sheultd. My stroller collapsed to the ground except for the handle
area that | was left holding. My daughter was suspended upside down in her carseat/carrier harness, head
first toward the pavement below. My son was slightly injured when the stroller collapsed causing him to be
thrown, face first into the carseat/carrier that was positioned in front of him. My children had minor injuries
from being jostled around and | had a bad bruise on both of my shins from the crossbars collapsing into
them. The emotional upset of being scared for my children s safety was the worst part of the whole ordeal.

Fortunately, many children, like mine, only receive bumps or bruises. | am lucky that my children were not
seriously injured. [Unfortunately, other families have not been so blessed. Faulty products have caused

broken bones fractured skulls and even death in extreme cases. ]Based—en—my—expeﬁenee—t-am—sufe-t-hat-

-Injuries to
chlldren |f debllltatlng, not only have immediate effects but can also have Iong Iastlng effects throughout
the rest of their lives. Beyond the physical injuries that often result, there are emotional injuries that often
occur to the child, parent and siblings.

Parents need to take the first step of responsibility when using any product that is designed for the safety
of their child. Read all of the literature and follow the guidelines when using the product and protect your
child first with every measure possible. Then, when something unfortunate happens as in my case, you
can minimize injuries to children when the design of the product fails. Since children don t normally know
when something is dangerous, parents must take the responsibility and make it safe for them first.

After the step of responsibility is taken, we need to make sure that the Manufacturers are making products
that truly are safe for our children. We must make sure that if an incident/accident occurs that they are
taking every step possible to guarantee that other children are not going to be injured or debilitated or
killed due to faulty design/manufacturing process or lack of initiating a warning to other consumers. We
need mere-enforced Ieglslatnon [W|th greater penalmes for manufactures that do not lnform parents of
unsafe products] te-gev officiats to stop the
unnecessary injuries and death of chrldren due totaeteef—prqmmﬁaﬂvee—et—ﬂ*e—m&mﬂetufeﬁwheﬁ-a—

product[s] ts-found to have mechanical/design flaws.

[Thank you for allowing me to speak on behalf of the safety of children.]

@ - att1.htm




