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To: Devorah R. Adler/OPD/EOP@EOP, Heather H. Howard/OPD/EOP@EOP 

cc: 
Subject: 

can you guys give this a quick look? thanks! 

DRAFT -- FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

REMARKS AT CEDARS SINAI DINNER 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

MARCH 28, 2000 



Thank you all. Thank you for this tremendous honor. I want to 

thank Tom Priselac [Priss-ah-lack], Steve Broidy [Broy-dee] and 

everyone at Cedars Sinai for their leadership in the fight against women' 

s cancers. 

Every day, women walk into Cedars for state-of-the art care and 

old fashioned caring. They are finding cancers early, when they can treat 

them and beat them. They are getting the information and care they need 

to become survivors, instead of statistics. They are leaving with health. 

They are leaving with life. 

And none of it would be possible without the support of the people 

here tonight. I especially want to thank Rita Wilson, Tom Hanks, Kate 

Capshaw and Steven Spielberg for your extraordinary compassion and 

commitment (and Steven, let me also congratulate you on your many 

victories Sunday night!). 

I want to thank Brad Martin of Saks, Inc. and Christina Johnson of 

Saks 5th Avenue for showing us the meaning of good corporate 

citizenship. 

And I want to thank the event chairs for their tireless efforts - Anne 



Douglas, Marion Laurie, Sandra Krause, Margie Petersen, Renette 

Ezalow [Rah-net Ez-rah-low], Kelly Chapman Meyer, and Jamie Tisch. 

Let's give them all a round of applause. 

You know, as we were listening to the amazing First AME choir, I 

got to thinking about all the powerful voices being raised tonight. The 

voices of amazing entertainers hke Robin Williams, Natalie Cole and 

Elton John. The voices of doctors and scientists. The voices of 

survivors, who are the real "women of courage." 

But, in this room, we can also hear the echoes of so many women 

who are no longer with us. We can hear the voice of our friend Liz 

Tilberis, who we honor tonight. I will never forget the time she came to 

the White House to interview me. She was very sick. She was very 

tired. But, she had not given up. Just as she never gave up on her life, 

on her work, on her mission to eradicate ovarian cancer - so that others 

would never have to endure what she did. 

Not a single one of us has been untouched by this disease. 

I think of how my mother-in-law confronted breast cancer with so 

much good humor and courage. She got up every morning, put on her 

big false eyelashes and set about celebrating life. 



All of us come here with faces in our mind - a wife or daughter, a 

mother or sister, a colleague or friend. In the last few years alone, I have 

held the hands or talked on the phone with three dear women friends who 

have been diagnosed with cancer. I have talked to them about their 

treatments. I have talked to them about their fears and questions. And, I 

have seen in their own struggles - both the progress we've made and the 

work that still lies ahead. 

Who would have thought in the last seven years federal funding for 

breast cancer research, treatment, and detection would more than double 

- from $283 million to $623 million? Or that Ovarian Cancer research 

would triple at the National Cancer Institute? Who would have thought 

we would see such extraordinary breakthroughs? 

Women who come to Cedars today are reaping the benefits of a 

whole new generation of drugs, such as Herceptin and Tamoxifin. They 

are benefiting from what we've found about the genetics behind ovarian 

cancer or the factors that could lead to cervical cancer. They are getting 

screenings and treatments that could save their lives. 



Now, there are some who look at this progress, who look at the 

breakthroughs, and conclude that we can just ghde to victory. When 

exactly the opposite is true. If we are going to find a cure, then we must 

continue to dramatically increase funding for research into women's 

cancers. And, until we find a cure, we must work to ensure that the tools 

we have are accessible to all women, regardless of their race or age, 

where they live, or the amount of money they have. 

I worked to put in this year's budget a proposal to help uninsured, 

low-income women who are diagnosed through the<X)C breast ai 

cervical cancer program get the treatment they need?̂ And-T1iope 

Congress will enact it. 

I have met so many women, who are in desperate need of these 

kinds of services, or even just accurate information. As I've worked to 

educate older women that Medicare will pay for their mammograms, I've 

heard amazing things from them, like " I don't need to get one of those; ^ 

my husband died 10 years ago." But, I've also seen what can happen 

when they get help. I remember the letter one of them wrote. Her 

screening had revealed two malignant tumors, but she caught them 

before they had spread. 



I have also talked to women who have been forced to switch 

doctors in the middle of treatment because their employer is switching 

health plans. Or worse yet, they've been told to wait, as time slips away, 

and often the malignancy gets worse. When we walk into a doctor's 

office, we need to feel confident that decisions about our lives are being 

made by our doctors - not some bureaucrat in an office thousands of 

miles away. We need a Patient's Bill of Rights for every American. 

And I have talked to people who don't want to get a genetic test 

because they are too scared that the results will cost them their health 

insurance or even their jobs. We can make all the discoveries in the 

world, we can find the best treatments, the best tests, but it won't matter 

if women are too scared to use them. 

My husband has already taken important steps to protect the 

privacy of our medical records. He has barred the federal government 

from using genetic information when making hiring and promotion 

decisions. But, if we want all Americans to reap the benefits of these 

advances, it is time to outlaw all genetic discrimination and protect the 

privacy of all our medical records. 

Yes, we face a lot of challenges if we are going to be true to Liz 

and to all the other women who have courageously faced this disease. I 

often think about what it was like before people felt comfortable even 

saying the word cancer. When I was growing up, the woman who lived 



across the street from me was diagnosed with breast cancer. But no one 

talked about it. 

And, of course, many of us can remember when Betty Ford first 

brought the disease out of the shadows and talked openly about her 

mastectomy. She even joked about it. She'd tell the story of the time 

she was playing touch football with a few members of the Secret Service. 

In the middle of the game, her prosthesis slipped and she was somehow 

able to keep it in her 

t-shirt without anyone knowing. But, more than that, she said she 

learned that day that she was still able, not only to play touch football, 

but also to laugh and to live. 

That is the lesson so many of you are teaching by word and 

example. Today, the silence is gone. And in its place are the powerful 

voices that fi l l this room tonight. They sing of hope. They sing of 

courage and conmiitment. And they sing of the day when young girls 

will have to turn to the history books to learn about the cancers that 

plagued their mothers and grandmothers. 

I want to thank all of you for making that possible. 
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AN UNFORGETTABLE EVENING 

HpNOMNC 
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

HONORARY CHAIRPERSONS 

RITA W I L S O N AND T O M HANKS 
KATE CAPSHAW AND STEVEN SPIELBERG 

MISTRESS OF CERIMONY 

ROSIE O'DONNELL 

SrEClAL PERFOR.MAMCE BY 

ELTON JOHN 

SAKS FIFTH AVENUE AND CEDARS-SINAI RESEARCH FOR WOMEN*S CANCERS 
IHVITE YOU TO iOlN IN OUR EFFORTS TO ERADICATE WOMEN'S CANCERS 

Tu ESOAY, MARCH 2S. 2000 
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COCKTAILS 7:00PM DINNER 7:45PM 
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C A « O L & FUMK BlONDI 

C L A A I S S A & E D S X R BROMFMAM, |R . 

BOHMIE B H U C K M E I M E K 

KATE CAFSHAW a STCVCM SPIELBERQ 
i 

C A H O L E & BciB OALT 

Jon^THAN ft SUSAH OOLCEN 

AMtie & RiRK DaufiUS 

MicMACL DousLAS & CATHSHIME ZETA-JOMCS 

Ll$A & PETCR DOUSLAS 

MA3SIMD FESRASAMO 

TQW FORB 

CiMDY & G L E H I I FHEY 

pAviD G e m N 

GOIDIE HAWk 4 KUKT ftUSSELI. 

CINDY &ALA)( HORN 

MARILYN & J C M R C V K A T Z E H 0 E R B 

C H R I S T I N A JaHNsoN 

M I C H A E L ] . K O W A L S K I 

S K E R R Y UMsi'itc & W I I L I A M FRicotdN 

UuRitt MACDONALD ^'WALTER PARKES 

PE)<MY MARSHALL 

K. BRAO MARTm 

KEUY CHAPMAN MEYEH & RdM MEYER 

BETTC MIDLER 

CARYM MON»8ACU 

ResiE Q'DoHMELL 

MiCHELE & ROB RCINEB 

MEG RYAN AND DENNIS QUAID 

JANC & TERRY S U I E L 

NAKCY a MARTIN 5M9RT 

MARIA SHRIVER & ARNOLD SCMWARZCMECGEB 

BARBRASTRdlSAND & JAMES B R O L I H 

HawARO S T R I N G E R 

JAMIE & STEVEN TiscH 

Ebifi & LEW WASSEBMAM 

RITA WILSON & TBM HANKS 
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NATIONAL SPOKESPERSONS 
CANDICC BERCCN AND BONNIR BRUCNHEIMCA 

CHAI'R OF THE NAT KING C O L E AWARD 
NATALIE COLE 

PAST R E C I P I E N T S "WOMEN OF C O U R A G E ' AWARD 
ANNE DOUSUS ROSIE Q* OONHEU. RITA WILSON 

E V E N T C H A I R S 
ANNE OausLAS MARION Uuwe SANDRA KRAUSE 

REumE EzALbw MARGIN PETEUSCN KELLY CHAAMAM MEYEM IAMIC IISCH 
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CEDARS-SINAI MEDICAL CENTER 
MEDICAL ADVISORY BOARD FOR RESEARCH FOR WOMEN'S CANCER.S 

(IN FORMATIDH 1 

DEMISE BARBUTO, M:b. 

(SLENN BRAUkstEiN, M.D 

PMIUP BRoOKSt M.D 

llARA CASS. M.D. 

ACHILLES DeMCYRiou. M.D. 

STEPHEN (SeitER. M.D, 

a^H KAPLAN, O^D. 

PHILLIP KQEFFLEB, M.D. 

Uo-UCASSE. M.D. 

UwfiENcc D. PIATT, MJ>., CHAIRMAN 

RONALD LEU^HTER, M.D 

MiCUACL LILL. M.O 

PHIIOHENA MCAnOREWi M.O. 

SHLOMO MCIMEO. M.D. 

RICNARD-METTILI M.O.' 

PETEK PAN):AR(KO. M.D. 

EDWARP PHILLIIIS. M.O. 

jupiTH RcieHMAN. M,D. 

MAttEN SCHEUNER, M.D. 

C E D A R S - S I N A I RESEARCH FOR WOMEN'S CANCERS 
LAWRENCE D. PWTT, M.D., CHAIRMAN, DEPARTRIEHT or 0B/6YN « MEDICAL ADYISORY BOARD 

BETH Y. KANLAN, M.D., DIRECTOR. 6TNEeoLeei« OwcowaY. DEPARTMENT or O B / C Y M 

RESEARCH FOR WOMEN'S CANCERS EXECUTIVE CHAIRS 
Anne Douglas 

'̂"''-̂  Sandra Krause 
RenRtte EjraJow Margie P«ersen 
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100 Uoiversal Flaza, Buildizig 10 

Univeisal City, CA 91608 
phone: 818/733-6828 . 
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To; Patti SoliB Doyle 

Company; 

Pax: 202/456-5340 

Prom: Jennifer Gonring 

Date: February 9. 2000 

Message 

Per my earlier discussion widi Micky In your office, the following Invitation is to go 
print today. Please be In touch with any questions, otfaerwisfi/ I 'll wait to hear back tihâ t 
youive "signed off" on I t 

Thankyou! 

CONFIDENTIAUTY NOTE 
' ^ t - ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ L T ^ FACSIMILK MESSAGE IS I£GAU.y PRIVILEGED AND CTCSwiDHlshriM. 
2 5 ^ ? ^ ^ ^ ^ " ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ POR THE USE OF THS INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMTO ABOVR IF ^ 
^ E ^ t ' ^ U i S ^ ^ ^ ^ 18 NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU AKH HEREBY NOilPlEb I H A T KtH 
^ J ^ ™ ^ ' ^ISTRIBiniON OR COPY OP THIS TH£CDPY IS SIBICILY FROHlBrrHD. IP YOU ^ A V E 
S S S J S S S ' ^ i S r Y O U . ' ^ ' iMMHDUTBLY NOIIPY SENDH. BY m^ONE. AND PTSPCSH 
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CORPOHATlS P U B U I C R E L A T I O N S 
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FOR IMMEDIATE JREIXAS& 

P R E S S R E L E A S E 

Contact; 
Lauren Miller, Saks Fifih Avenue 
(212)940-4251 
laur8njztUler@s5a.com 
Robin Walker. Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
(310) 423-3606 
rafaifl. walker@csh8. Org 

SAKS riFTB AVENUE AND CEDARS-SINAI MPDICAL CENTER 
TO PRESENT URST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON WOT 

«WOMEN OF COXJRAGE'' AWARD ON TUESDAY, BIARCH 28,2000 
A:t AS UNFORGETTABLE EVENISG. 

Beverly Hiilf. CA—February 16« 200D îr3t Lady Hiliazy Rodham Clistob will be honored with 

thtt fourth annual **Womcn of Ceuraee" Award at die aobvial An Unforgettable Evening on 

Tuesday, March 28, 2000 by Saks Fifth Avenue and C«dan-Sinaj Madical Center. Rita "Wilson 

and Tom Hanks, alon; with Kate Capshaw and Steven Spielberg, arc Honoraiy Chairs the 

gala, which will be held ai the Sjegent Beverly WilahireHotd at 7 p.m. TTiis annual fUnd-raiser, 

undenvritten by Saks Fifth Avenue, will featuir a special pcffonnazice by Elton John. 

•Tbe "Women of Coyrage' Award is presented to an outSOflding woman in the country 

who has made a di£fereace through her oommitment tad dedieacien to helping others." explains 

Anne Douglas, past award recipient and executive eo-chair, Cedars-Sinai Research for Women's 

Cancera. First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton psnonifies a woman of courage for her lasting 

eommittnent to Saimily, women and children." Previous Women of Courage sward recipients 

include Anne Douglas, Sfisie O'Doimell and Rita Wilson. 

The Nai King Cols Award will be pxseemed in memory of Liz TUberis. former Editor-in-

Chief of Harper's Baaaar. Candiee Bergen and Bonnie Bnicldieimer are the national 

spokespersons for the Cedars-Sinai Research for Womcrv's Cancer?, Executive co-chairs of the 

group aad event ehairs &r An Vnjbrgetiabh Evening Include Anne Douglns, Marion Laurie, 

SAKS Fl FTH AVEN U E 
i a EA9T AdTH STREBT NEW V O A K . NY l O D i T 
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Sandra Ktause, Margie Petersen and Renette Erzalow. /oining on as Event Chain this year arc 

Ktlly Chapman Meyer and Jamie Tisch. 

bl ihe course of its four year emscfince, Cedars-Sinai Research Ibr Women's Cancers has 

raised more than five million dollars to cradicato ovarian and breast cancers through research, 

educarion, early detecnon and prevennon. "With mora than 200,000 women naiionwide suffering 

the devastating effects of gynecological or breast causer annually, our goal is to eradicates cancer 

as a thtcac to women." says Beib Y. Karfan, M.D;, director of Gynecologic Oncology, 

Deparoneni of Obstetrics and Gynecology, and dirottdr of the Oildik Radnw Ovarian Cancer 

Detection Ptosram at Cedars-SinaJ Medical Center. 

"The majority of Saks Fifth Avenue customers are women. v4ich is why all of us at Saks 

Fifth Avenue are actively involved in helping to raise money and awareness for women's health 

issues. Wa arc very proud of our association with Cedars-Sinai Medical Center end its world-

class ttam of researchers," says Christina Johnson, President and CEO, Saks Fifth Avenue. Saks 

Fifih Avenue has been a pan ofthe Beverly KUs community since IS38, Its womens' store on 

WiUbire Boulevard features merchandise from designers Bueh as Michael Kors, Alexander 

McQueen, Ouccl, Ann Demculemeesier and Albena FeirettL Saks Fifih Avenue also has a men's 

and special iizes siore locazed at $$3A WUshire Boulevard. Saks Fif^ Avenue was founded in 

1924 by Horace Saks and Bernard GimbeL Today» the company conripriscs 60 stores, led by Its 

landmark flagship on New York's Fifih Avenue, throilEhoui 23 states. 

m 
^ TO SUFPORT CEDARS-SINAI RESEARCH FOR widwOEW'S CANCERS. OR FOR 

MORE INFORMATION ABOUt THE MARCH 28,200O RVENT HONORING 

HBLLARY RODHAM CLINTON. FLEASE CALL (310) 423-3664, 

SAKS f I FTH AVEN U E 
TOTPIL P. 03 


