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can you guys give this a quick look? thanks!

DRAFT -- FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS AT CEDARS SINAI DINNER
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
MARCH 28, 2000



Thank you all. Thank you for this tremendous honor. I want to
thank Tom Priselac [Priss-ah-lack], Steve Broidy [Broy-dee] and
everyone at Cedars Sinai for their leadership in the fight against women’

S cancers.

Every day, women walk into Cedars for state-of-the art care and
old fashioned caring. They are finding cancers early, when they can treat
them and beat them. They are getting the information and care they need
to become survivors, instead of statistics. They are leaving with health.

They are leaving with life.

And none of it would be possible without the support of the people
here tonight. I especially want to thank Rita Wilsdn, Tom Hanks, Kate
Capshaw and Steven Spielberg for your extraordinary compassion and
commitment (and Steven, let me also congratulate you on your many

victories Sunday night!).

I want to thank Brad Martin of Saks, Inc. and Christina Johnson of
Saks 5th Avenue for showing us the meaning of good corporate

citizenship.

And I want to thank the event chairs for their tireless efforts — Anne



Douglas, Marion Laurie, Sandra Krause, Margie Petersen, Renette
Ezalow [Rah-net Ez-rah-low], Kelly Chapman Meyer, and Jamie Tisch.

Let’s give them all a round of applause.

You know, as we were listening to the amazing First AME choir, I
got to thinking about all the powerful voices being raised tonight. The
voices of amazing entertainers like Robin Williams, Natalie Cole and
Elton John. The voices of doctors and scientists. The voices of

survivors, who are the real “women of courage.”

But, in this room, we can also hear the echoes of so many women
who are no longer with us. We can hear the voice of our friend Liz
Tilberis, who we honor tonight. I will never forget the time she came to
the White House to interview me. She was very sick. She was very
tired. But, she had not given up. Just as she never gave up on her life,
on her work, on her mission to eradicate ovarian cancer — S0 that others

would never have to endure what she did.
Not a single one of us has been untouched by this disease.
I think of how my mother-in-law confronted breast cancer with so

much good humor and courage. She got up every morning, put on her

big false eyelashes and set about celebrating life.



All of us come here with faces in our mind — a wife or daughter, a
mother or sister, a colleague or friend. In the last féw years alone, I have
held the hands or talked on the phone with three dear women friends who
have been diagnosed with cancer. I have talked to them about their
treatments. I have talked to them about their fears and questions. And, I
have seen in their own struggles — both the progress we’ve made and the

work that still lies ahead.

Who would have thought in the last seven years federal funding for
breast cancer research, treatment, and detection would more than double
— from $283 million to $623 million? Or that Ovarian Cancer research
would triple at the National Cancer Institute? Who would have thought

we would see such extraordinary breakthroughs?

Women who come to Cedars today are reaping the benefits of a
whole new generation of drugs, such as Herceptin and Tamoxifin. They
are benefiting from what we’ve found about the genetics behind ovarian
cancer or the factors that could lead to cervical cancer. They are getting

screenings and treatments that could save their lives.



Now, there are some who look at this progress, who look at the
breakthroughs, and conclude that we can just glide to victory. When
exactly the opposite is true. If we are going to find a cure, then we must
continue to dramatically increase funding for research into women’s
cancers. And, until we find a cure, we must work to ensure that the tools
we have are accessible to all women, regardless of their race or age,

where they live, or the amount of money they have.

I worked to put in this year’s budget a proposal to help uninsured,

low-income women who are diagnosed through th

cervical cancer program get the treatment they need. ope

Congress will enact it.

I have met so many women, who are in desperate need of these
kinds of services, or even just accurate information. As I’ve worked to
educate older women that Medicare will pay for their mammograms, I've
heard amazing things from them, like “I don’t need to get one of those; -———7
my husband died 10 years ago.” But, I’ ve also seen what can happen
when they get help. I remember the letter one of them wrote. Her
screening had revealed two malignant tumors, but she caught them

before they had spread.



I have also talked to women who have been forced to switch
doctors in the middle of treatment because their employer is switching
health plans. Or worse yet, they’ve been told to wait, as time slips away,
and often the malignancy gets worse. When we walk into a doctor’s
office, we need to feel confident that decisions about our lives are being
made by our doctors — not some bureaucrat in an office thousands of

miles away. We need a Patient’s Bill of Rights for every American.

And I have talked to people who don’t want to get a genetic test
because they are too scared that the results will cost them their health
insurance or even their jobs. We can make all the discoveries in the
world, we can find the best treatments, the best tests, but it won’t matter
if women are too scared to use them.

My husband has already taken important steps to protect the
privacy of our medical records. He has barred the federal government
from using gehetic information when making hiring and promotion
decisions. But, if we want all Americans to reap the benefits of these
advances, it is time to outlaw all genetic discrimination and protect the

privacy of all our medical records.

Yes, we face a lot of challenges if we are going to be true to Liz
and to all the other women who have courageously faced this disease. I
often think about what it was like before people felt comfortable even

saying the word cancer. When I was growing up, the woman who lived



across the street from me was diagnosed with breast cancer. But no one

talked about it.

And, of course, many of us can remember when Betty Ford first
brought the disease out of the shadows and talked openly about her
mastectomy. She even joked about it. She’d tell the story of the time
she was playing touch football with a few members of the Secret Service.
In the middle of the game, her prosthesis slipped and she was somehow
able to keep it in her
t-shirt without anyone knowing. But, more than that, she said she
learned that day that she was still able, not only to play touch football,
but also to laugh and to live.

That is the lesson so many of you are teaching by word and
example. Today, the silence is gone. And in its place are the powerful
voices that fill this room tonight. They sing of hope. They sing of
courage and commitment. And they sing of the day when young girls
will have to turn to the history books to learn about the cancers that

plagued their mothers and grandmothers.

I want to thank all of you for making that possible.
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AN UNFORGETTABLE EVENING
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SPECIAL PERFORMA\!CE nY
ELTON JOHN

SAKS FIFTH AVENUE AND CEDARS-SINAI RESEARCH FOR WOMEN’S CANCERS
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LAwRENCE D. PLATT, M.D., CHAIRMAN
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Lee lagasse, M.D. ' MazEN SCHEUNER, M.D.

CEDARS-SINAI RESEARCH FOR WOMEN'S CANCERS
LAWRENCE D. PLaTY, M.D., CHAIRMAN, DEPARTMENT or OB/GYN & Menicat Aovisory Boaro
BETH Y. KagLaN, M.D., DIRECTOR, GYNECOLEE I ONCOLOGY. DEPARTMENT aF OB/GYN
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To: Patti Solis Doyla
Company:
Fax: 202/456-5340

From: _dJennifer Gonring
'Date: _February 9, 2000

‘Message
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Per my earlier discussion with Micky In your office, the following Invitation Is to g6 to

you've "signed off’ on It.

Thank you!

_ ) CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: _ L
THE INFORMATION [N THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS LEGALLY PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL

|print today. Please be In touch with any questions, otherwise, Il wait to hear back thit

INFORMATION INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE, ¥ THE

READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIFIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY

DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR COPY OF THIS TELECOPY IS SYRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE .

RECEIVED THIS TELECOPY IN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY SENDER BY TELEPHONE AND DISPOSE
OF ORIGINAL MESSAGE, THANK YOU, '
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' Lauren Miller, Saks Fifth Avenue -
(212) 940-4251

lauren_miller@sSa.com

Robin Walker, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
(310) 423-3606

robin.walker@cshs.org

SAKXS FIFTH AVENUE AND CEDARS-SINAI MEDICAL CENTER
TO PRESENT FIRST LADY EILLARY RODHAM CLINTON WITH
“W OI\IEN OF COURAGE” AWARD ON TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 2000
AT AN UNFORGETTABLE EVENING.

Beverly Hills, CA-~Fcbruary 16, 2000—First Lady Hﬂlazy Rodham Clintoh will be honored with
the fourth annusl ““Women of Courags” Award at ﬂm aonual 4n Unforgettable Evening on '
Tuesday, March 28, 2000 by Saks Fifth Aveaue and Cedars-Sinai Medical Canter. Rita Wilson
and Tom Hanks, along with Kat Capsbaw and Steven Spiclberg. arc Honorary Chairs of the
gala, which will be held az the Regent Beverly Wilshire Hore) az 7 p.m. This annual fund-raiser,
underwritten by Saks Fifth Avenuc, will fé.mrc @ special performance by Elton John.

“The ‘Womcn. of Courage” Award is presented to an qumding woman in the country
wha has made a difference through ber commitment and dedicadon to helping others,” explains
Anne Danglas, past award recipient and executive co-chair, Cedars-S inei Research for Women's
Cancers, First LQy Hillary Rodhara Clinton personifies a-woman of courage for her laéiing_
commitment o family, women a.hd cﬁﬂdren " Previcus Wgrqé;x_ of Courage award recipients
include Anne Douglas Rosie O’Donnell asid Rm Wilson,

The Nac King Cnle.- Award will be presemted in memory of Liz Tdbens. former Editor-in-
Chief' of Ha.rper’s Bazaar, Candjcc Bergen and Bonnie Bruckheimer are the national
spokcspersons for the Cedars-Sinai Research for Women's Cancers, Executive co-chairs of the

group and event chairs for An Unforgemable Evening Include Anne Douglas, Maricn Lauric,

SAKS FIFTH AVENUE

12 EAST 49TN STREET NEW YORK, NY umw
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Sandra Krause Margie Petersen And Renette Erzalow, Joining on as Event Chairs this year arc
Kr.-nv Chaprman Meyer and Jamie Tisch.

In the course of its four year exdstemce, Cedars- Sinai Reszarch for Women's Canccrs bas
raised more than five million dollars to eradicato ovarian and breast cancers twough ressarch,
educarion, early detection and prever;dan. *“AVith mora than 200,000 women netionwide suffering
the devastating effects of gﬁabloﬁw or breast cancer annually, our.goal is to gradicate cancer
as a threar to women,” Says Be;‘h Y. Kadaw, M.D,, directar of Gynecologic Oncalogy,

" Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, and direetor of the Gilds Radugr Ovarian Cancer

Detection Program at Cedars-Sinal Medical Ceater.

“The majority of Saks Fifth Avenue customers are Women, Which is why all of us at Saks

Fifth Avenuc are nﬁivcly invelved in helping to raise money and awareness for women's health -

issues. We are very proud of our assocjation with Cedarsﬁﬁai Medical Conter and its werld-

elass team of résearchers,” says Christina Johnson, President and CEO, Saks Fifth Avenue, Saks

Fifth Avenue has beea o pant of the Beverly Hills community siace 1938, I8 womens’ store on

McQueen, Gueci, Ann Demculemeester and Alberta Perrenti.  Saks Fifth Avenue also bas a men's

and special sizes stors locazed av 9634 Wilshire Boulevard. Saks Fifth Avenue was founded in

1924 by Hnracu Saks and Bernard Gimbel, Today, the company comprises 60 stores, led by its

landmark ﬂagshxp on New York's Flﬂ:h Avenue, Ihrutlghout 23 sla:es
. #el .
. TO SUPPORT CEDARS-SINAI RESEARCH FOR WOMEN'S CANCERS, OR FOR |
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE MARCH 78, 2000 EVENT HONORING
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, PLEASE CALL (310) 423-3664,
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Wilshire Boulévard features merchandise from designers such as Michael Kors, Alexander
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