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~
To: Melissa G. Green/OPD/EOP@EOP, Peter A. Weissman/OPD/EOP@EOP \
cc: Jonathan A. Kaplan/OPD/EOP@EOP
Subject: Re: National Retail Federation - Request for Gene to Speak

Melissa, I'm not sure if you are aware of this meeting and the request from OPL for Gene to speak. | was
sitting on the request until we knew more about the Empowerment Conference and the President's
involvement in the Conference, which takes place on the same day as the National Retail Federation
(NRF) Meeting.

I will fax you the information that OPL sent to us in case you don't have it already. It is very
self-explanatory, but Jon or | should talk with Gene about this (I'm ssuming that Jon has not already had
a conversation with him on it). I'm still waiting to connect with Julien (I have several calls and e-mails into
her, but have not spoken with her yet) about the Empowerment Conference. Nevertheless, | would
recommend that Gene speak with the CEOs in town for the NRF Washington Leadership
Conference at the white house on the afternoon of Tuesday, May 25. It appears that the President is
only doing a speech and not a roundtable at the Empowerment Conference --- therefore there's not a
pressing need for Gene to be in Texas on Tuesday to brief the Precident or Vice President on New
Markets. Retail investment is an important part of the New Markets Initiative and a meeting with the top
CEOs (see Jay's note below) would be a valuable use of Gene's time.

John, Melissa --- let's coordinate on getting this information to Gene: and making a reccomendation on
whether or not he should go. My vote is yes! Because this is a CEQ group, | also think it needs to be
Gene --- this group would probably be insulted if a staff person met with them and there's no one else at
the Principal level that would be able to do as good a job representing our Initiative.

Forwarded by Lisa Green/OPD/EOP on 05/18/99 06:17 PM
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To: Lisa Green/OPD/EOP@EOP

cc:
Subject: Re: National Retail Federation j

To very quickly give you more detail than you could possible want:

In the meanwhile, they have secured Ambassador Fisher to speak ‘o the large group in the morning. If



Gene could speak in the morning, they would shuffle around the schedule to make time for him. However,
it is their strong wish that Gene meet instead with six of their top CEOs at the White House in the early
afternoon. That group would consist of the CEOs of Sears, JC Penney, Circuit City, Fed Stores, etc.
(These are the names that were mentioned, I'm waiting for more certain list)

There are upsides and downsides to each choice.

The upside of going to the morning meeting is that Gene could give the NMI message in a speech without
having to prepare for a policy discussion. The downside is that Gene won't have any real contact with the
membership.

The upside of the small meeting is that Gene could meet with peoplz in a small group setting that could
have a real impact on the July trip. However, the CEOs in attendance may want to discuss other things
as well, including the bankruptcy bill and WTO.

Thanks.
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only doing a speech and not a roundtable at the Empowerment Conference --- therefore there's not a
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(These are the names that were mentioned, I'm waiting for more certain list)

There are upsides and downsides to each choice.

The upside of going to the morning meeting is that Gene could give the NMI message in a speech without
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To: Lisa Green/OPD/EOP@EOP

cc:
Subject: National Retail Federation

| just wanted to check up to see if you had time to check with Gene about the NRF meeting next week.
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NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION \
May 7, 1999 k
The Honorable Maria Echaveste %/‘/
Deputy Chief of Staff
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500 /
Dear Maria:

I am writing seeking your assistance regarding NRF's upcoming 64th
Annual Washington Leadership Conference which will be held from 8:00 a.m.
to 12:00 noon on Tuesday, May 25, 1999 at the Willard Intercontinental

Hotel, 1401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

The NRF Washington Leadership Conference is our most important
public policy meeting. It is an intimate gathering lirnited to approximately
200 retail company CEOs and senior corporate executives who come to
Washington for an in-depth examination and discusaion of issues which
profoundly impact their businesses. As you can see from the attached listing
of our Board of Directors, we are fortunate to have the industry’s most
prominent and influential chief executive officers serving as directors of the
Federation and the majority of them are expected to be present at the May 25
meeting.

As you stated in our last conversation, the retail industry represents
an important sector in the U.S. econamy, however, we have had minimal
success in securing representatives of this Administration to speak to or meet
with our leadership over the course of the last several years, notwithstanding
the critical issues facing the retail industry.

As an example, this year we invited Secretary Daly to address the
conference. In fact, we were contacted first by Cominerce Department staff
who were seeking potential speaking opportunities for the Secretary. After
we had submitted a letter of invitation from Tracy Mullin highlighting the
Illinois presence of several NRF Board CEO’s, I attempted to contact Dawn
Cromer, Commerce Director of Planning and Scheduling, several times to
discuss the invitation. I received no return call. This week we received a
Commerce Department post card (attached) declining the invitation. Quite
frankly, I was surprised at how cavalierly Commerce dismissed this
invitation.

The Worlds Larngest Retail Trade Association
[ ]
Liherty Place, 325 7th Street NW, Suile 1000 N
Washiington, DC 20004
202.783.7971 Fax: 202,737.2849
www.nrl.com



Page Two

As I finalize the agenda for this important conference (which is only a few
weeks away), I ask that you consider one of several cptions which would
afford the retail industry the opportunity to hear from / meet with the
Administration: _
Maer )
$1.) Your assistance in confirming U.S. Trade Representative Charlene &)
(% Barshefsky, who has been invited. As you know International trade, and Lwn @3
particularly China NTR is critical for the retail industry; e
= Tkl 1wk il oy - (uin(e
2.) Your participation in our Tuesday morning program, discussing major
Administration initiatives;

3.) Scheduling a late morning / early afternoon Executive Office Building
presentation with the President or\Vice Presideanor conference
attendees (NRF and its predecessor organizations have been addressed

by every President since Gerald Ford. Even NFIB met with President
Clintonl!), or;

4 4.) An early afternoon Roosevelt room meeting with you and/or John
Podesta, and other administration officials, with a small group of CEO’s
to discuss pending issues (i.e. Bankrutpey reform, China NTR, Social
Security reform, etc.). 6 CEOs

I understand the demands on your time. While we have not always
agreed on all issues, I have always appreciated your willingness to keep an
open door and engage in constructive dialogue. I lock forward to hearing
from you.

Sincerely,

_ (PR EVE |
sU &0 AU

Steve Pfister
Senior Vice President
Government Relations

Attachment
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NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION
1999 Board of Directors

Mr. Arthur C. Martinez, NRF
Chairman

Chairman and CEO

Sears, Roebuck and Co.
Hoffman Estates, IL

© Mr. Howard S. Abrams

President & CEO
deJong's
Evansville, IN

Mr. Michael Anthony
President and CEO

Brookstone Company, Inc.
Nashua, NH

Mr. Marvin Aronowitz

Director & Exec. Comm. Member
Oshman's Sporting Goods, Ine.
Houston, TX

Mr. Thomas J. Bata, Sr.
Chairman

Bata Limited

Don Millg, ON
CANADA

Mr. H. James Baum
President

Baum's, Inc.

Morrise, IL

Mr. Robert M. Beall, IT
Chairman & C.E.O.
Beall's, Inc.
Bradenton, FL

Mr. John M. Belk
Chairman of the Board
Belk Stores Services, Inc.
Charlotte, NC

*®

Mr. Adrian Bellamy
Chairman and CEO
The Body Shop
Wake Forest, NC

Mr. Rapheel Benaroya
Chairman/CEO

United Retail Group, Inc.
Rachelle Park, NJ

Mr. Robert. M. Benham
President & CEO
Balliet's

Oklahoma City, OK

Mr. Henry Berlin
CEO

Berlins
Chaerleston, SC

Mr. Arthur Blank
President, CEO & COO
The Home Depot, Inc.
Atlanta, GA

Mr. Albert R. Bescov
Chairman

Boscov's Department Stores, Inc.
Reading, PA

Mr. Cem Boyner
CEO

Boyner Holding A.S.
Istanbul,

TURKEY

Mr. Eric Brinsfield
President

Kitchen & Company
Newark, DE

The WorldS Largest Retall Trade Association

Linerty Place. 325 7th Strect NW. Suite 1600

Washingwn, DC 20004

202.783.7971 Fax;: 202.737.2849

www.nel.com



Mas. June G. Brown

CEO

Gingles Department Store
Benton, AR

Mr. A. Brent Caplan
President

Caplan's Incorporated
Alexandria, LA

Mr. W, Jay Carothers
President & C.0.0.
Filene's Basement

Wellesley, MA

Mr. Wayland H, Cato, Jr.
Chairman & CEO

The Cato Corporation
Charlotte, NC

Mr. Paul Charron
Chairman and CEQ

Liz Claiborne Inc,
New York, NY

Mr. Piergiorgio Coin
Chairman & C.E.O.
Gruppo Coin S.P.A.
30174 Venezia,
ITALY

Mr. Even Cole
President

ABC Carpet & Home
New York, NY

Mr. Frank M. Cole
Partner

Christmas Dreams
Cheyenne, WY

Mr. Robert J. Corlisa
President & CEO

The Athlete's Foot Group Inc.

Kennesaw, GA

Mr. A F. Dawahare

President
Dawahare's, Incorporated
Lexington, KY

Mr. William D. DeRusha
Chairman and CEO
Haeilig-Meyars Company
Richmond, VA

Mr. Theodore Deikel
Chairman and CEO
Fingerhut Companies, Inc.
Minnetonka, MN

Mr. Brian Devine
Chairman, President & CEO
PETCO

San Diego, CA

Mr. Robert J. DiNicola
Chairman and CEO

Zale Corporation
Irving, TX

Mr. Williara Dillard, II
Chief Executive Officer
Dillard's Inc.

Little Rock, AR

Mr. Jeseph H. Ellis
Limited PTR
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
New York, NY

Mr. Williazn R. Embry, 111
President

Embry's

Lexington, KY

Mr. Roger N. Farah
Chairman and CEO
Venator Group
New York, NY



Mr. Joseph J. Firestone
President & CEO

The Electronics Boutique, Inc.
West Chester, PA

Ms. Charlotte G. Fischer
Chairman, President and CEO
Paul Harris Steres, Inc.
Indianapelis, IN

Mr. Donald G. Fisher
Chairman

The Gap, Inc.

San Franeisco, CA

Mr. Joseph A. Flannery
President

Weaver's, Inc.
Lawrence, KS

Mr. Louis Fortunoff
Vice President
Fortunoff
Uniondale, NY

Mr. Robert Glick
Chairman & CEQ
Dots, Ine.
Cleveland, OH

Mr. Roger Goddu

Chaijrman and CEO
Montgomery Ward & Co., Inc.
Chicago, IL

Mr. Michael Goldstein
Chairman

Toys "R" Us, Inc.
Paramus, NJ

Mr. Robert M. Goodfriend
Chairman & C.E.O.

Goody's Family Clothing, Inc.
Knoxville, TN

Mr. John P. Hacala
Chairman and CEO
Spencer Qifts, Inc.

Egg Harbor Township, NJ

Mr. John M. Hancock
Chairman

W.H. Smith Group Holdinge (USA)

Atlanta, GA

Mr. Rawsorn Haverty
Chairman

Havertys Furniture Co., Inc.
Atlanta, GA

Mr. Thomas A. Heymann
President, Worldwide
The Disney Store, Inc.
Glendale, CA

Mr. Philippe Houzé
Vice Chairman

Galeries Lafayette
Paris, France

Mr. Jon B. Hurst
President

Retailers Association of
Massachusetts

Boston, MA

Mr. Robert S. Jackson
CEO

The Bombay Company, Inc.
Fort Worth, TX

Mr. Elliot S. Jaffe
Chairman and CEO
Dress Bam, Inc.
Suffern, NY

Mr. Clark A. Johnson
Chairman

Fier 1 Imports, Inc.
Ft. Worth, TX



Mez. Rose T. Kamurn:

President

RTJ Limited dba Ritz Collections
Honolulu, HI

Mr. M. Farooq Kathwari
Chairman, President & CEO
Ethan Allen, Inc.

Danbury, CT

Mr. James L. Kittle, Jr.
Chairman and CEO
Kittle's Furniture
Indianapolis, IN

Mr. Daniel S. Koo
Chairman

Shui Hing (HK) Limited
Tsimshatsui, Kowloon,
HONG KONG

Mr. Joseph W. Levy
Chairman and CEO
Gottschalks, Inc.
Fresno, CA

Mr. Jerome T. Loeb

Chairman of the Board

The May Department Stores Company
St. Louis, MO

Mr. Richard H. Madsen
Chairman, President & CEO
ZCMI

Salt Lake City, UT

Mr. R. Brad Martin
Chairman and CEO
Saks Incorporated
Memphis, TN

Mr. H. Michael May
President

May Brothers, Inc.
Bartlesville, OK

Mr. James McCann
President
1-800-Flowers
Westbury, NY

Mr. Michael S, Modell
President

Modell's Sporting Goods
New York, NY

Mr. Michael F. Moorman
Chairman and CEO
Peebles, Inc.

South Hill, VA

Mr. Michael R. Moran

Ofc. of the President,Gen.Coun
Spiegel, Inc.

Downers Grove, IL

Mz. Edwin T. Mosher
President

Mosher's Ltd.

San Jose, CA

Ms. Tracy Mullin
President

National Retail Federation
Washington, DC

Mr. James R. Oesterreicher
Chairman and CEO

J.C. Penney Company, Inc.
Plano, TX

Mr. Takuya Okada
Chairman & CEO
Jusco Co., Litd.
Chiba 261-8515,
JAPAN

Mr. Robart L. Renberg
President and CEO
Renberg's, Inc.

Tulsa, OK



Msr. Leonard Roberts Mr. [kard Smith

Chairman & CEO Senior Chairman of the Board
Tandy Corporation McClurkans Department Stores, Inc.
Ft. Worth, TX Wichita Falls, TX

Mr. A. Daryl Routzahn Mr. Jack A. Smith

President Chairman

Routzahn's The Spoarts Authority
Frederick, MD Aventura, FL

Prof. Walter J. Salmon Mr. Robert A. Smith

Professor of Ratailing President & COO

Harvard Business School The Neiman Marcus Group, Inc.
Boston, MA Chestnut Hill, MA

Mr. Rowland Schaefer Mr. J. Hill Stockton

Chairman and President President

Claire's Stores, Inc. Norman Stockton, Ine.
Pembroke Pines, FL Winston-Salem, NC

Mr. Gordon 1. Segal Mr. Myron E. Ullman, III
Chief Executive Officer Group Chairman

Crate & Barrel DFS Group Limited
Northbrook, IL San Francisco, CA

Mr. Richard L. Sharp Mr. Robert Ulrich

Chairman and CEO Chairman and CEO

Circuit City Stores, Inc. Dayton Hudson Corporation
Richmond, VA Minneapolis, MN

Mr. Richard D. Siegel Dr. Barton A. Weitz

Chairman and CEO Director, Ctr. for Retail Ed.
Phoenix Shoes, Inc. University of Florida College of
Cuba, NY Business Admin.

Gainesville, FL
Mr. Stuart C. Siegel

Chairman and CEO ' Mr, Leslie H. Wexner
S & K Famous Brands, Inc. Chairman and CEO
Richmond, VA The Limited, Inc,

Columbus, OH
Mzr. Brian B. Smith

President & COO Ma. E. Diane White
Cole National Corporation Founder & CEO
Cleveland, OH Blackberry

Arlington, VA



Mr. Gary White

President and CEO

The Gymboree Corporation
Burlingame, CA

Mr. Heywood Wilansky
President & CEO

The Bon-Ton Stores, Inc.
York, PA

Ms. Margaret S. Wilson
Chairman and CEO
Scarbroughs

Austin, TX

Mr. Arnold B. Zetcher
President and CEO
Talbots Inec.
Hingham, MA

Mr. James M. Zimmmerman
Chairman and CEO

Federated Department Stores. Inc.
Cincinnati, OH

Mr. Andre L.S. de Botton
Managing Director

ACV Comercio e Participacoes
Rio de Janeiro - RJ,

BRAZIL
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-+ Thank you for your mvmtmn to Secretary le]xam M Daley. Unfortunatcly
' due'to scheduling conflicts we are unable to accept your invitation.

You may call me at (202) 482-‘5880 if you have any quesuons

Dawn Evans Cromer
Director, Ptanning & Scheduling
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