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PATTY MURRAY 

lanited States Senate 
WASHINGTON, DC ?05io-470ii 

CQivUKiiTTEfS: 
•.rrRopniAl iQN!; 

BUDOET 

August 14, 20Q0 

The President 
The White House 
Washington. D.C 

Dear Mr. .President; 

l . ' ^ ^ n f r l y^urt^host an event .g September to promote th._SfMH..., pj^dge 

r t ' l ^ r t ' ° ? • ^ " ^ " ' ^ ^"""^^ ^'"P^' ' '^" ' '^" ^"^"'^^^ P̂ ^̂ sc premising never to bring a Eun 

fh^ :̂̂ ^^^^^^^^^^^^ P -«^ . ^ - ^ ^ U o . for wMch IVe be . 

a Day of NatiouaJ C^cS^rb;^ 'Yo'i^^^^ ' ^ ° ^ f ° ° "̂̂ ^ «̂ '^'>--= 
Pledge be distriburad on th»t ^ ^ 1 Violence aad asks th*t the Student 

pelJe'sLd^dt^aT^ea^^^^^^ g ^ r v r i e l ^ ^ o T e l T ^ t ^ f ^ " ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
l einforced the message of the L ^ t h f U ^ ° £ ^ ^ ' ^ "̂'̂ ^ l̂ave 

n,or= likely ,o believe i . ttc imp.c, cf 4 * actio^Cd d ^ S r „ s tfZf S ^ 

take the Pledge. ^ xn 15'99 and to call out to even more young people to 

s u m pas 

l<?5| 23>-«il5 

208a JftCCCOh TtOCAAL flUK.&iUd 

Sc«TTV£. W A m 174-70OJ 
5h>»»fi;, W* SB w 1-0613 

i '««n-i:M«ifar.mg,n,^,n„„r.»~.j i , .„ ,^ 

I 'D f U n a ^ l Bu iLp iae 

too »v. UT> mmr < ( ! ( . V>(m< A.-.Sue 
Sunt J M 
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A September dijco will be the most effective. It is the start of a naw school year and it will also 
give schools and cammunitics time to build towards the observance. Too often young people are 
talked to as , f they .re a problem to be solved, A White Hoosc event in September v^ll provide a 
wonderftil opportunity to acicnowl.dge them as important partner, in the task of creating a safer 
future. Your encouragement, in particular, wiJl illustrate to them that they matter ax,d that their 
voices and commitments are honored at the highest level of the country. 

I encourage you to host this event in September to roll cut this year's Pledge and to celebrate the 
succe^es we ve had m the past. I hope we can find time i . our schedules to do this importam 

Attached! Letters from: 

The American Federation of Teachers 
The National Association of Secondary School Principals 
The National Parent and Teachers Association 
The National School Boards Association 
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-\A,TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STUDENT COUNCILS 

Executive Board i 
DcrARTHurr or <TIIPIHT Aenvntw 

August 14, 2000 

The President 
The ^Mte House 
WasMagton, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am sure that you remember the tragedy that occutred m your home state of Arkansas in March 1998 when 
two middle school students gunned down their fellow classmates in Jon^bor.. ' ^ 

It was inconceivable that middle school students muU K.̂  .-=T,=ki« -*-*u- J ^ j i 

'X^s^r,'^^:^'S:?IZ^£^T7^ 
It is not metal detectors, school administrators, teachers or police thai wjU solve this orotle,,, n 
yo,mg people themselves. They must leam to be more t o l e L t of thosrwho â ^ i " " " . 

rr:â :;Lro,̂ ŷ ri-zs'''̂ -

We l»ow that this issue is on . of great concem to you. Pleasejoin « . h stud«,ts nadonwidc ,„ support Utis 

Sincerely, 

Rocco Marano, . 

Director of Student Activities S t n d « « t r l ^ u • 
^ S e c . u ^ to the NASC Executive Boa.d N S : ; u t V ; B o a r d 

VAT,ON.L H..nQU.RTHRS. N.SC c.o ^ . . P . . . . . . . . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ ^ ^^^^^ 
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National PTA' 

August 14, 2000 

Nalional Headquarlers 
330 N. Wabash Awe., Sui l* 2100 
Chicago . IL 606 l l -3600 
(312) 670-67B2 
(800) 307-4PTA (-1782) 
Pax; (312) 670-6783 
E-mslI; inloffipta.org 
Website: www.pta.org 

Rug. 3 1 2 0 0 0 0a :21PM P5 

Wast i ing lon DC Ol l icc 
1090 Vermont A«e, NW. Suiis igoo 
Washington, DC ZOQOs-^acs 
(202) 269-6790 
(888)4.ALL-KDS (£25-5537) 
Fax: (202) 289-8791 
E-mail: ln(ottpta,org 
WebSite- www.pla.org 

President Williarn Clinton 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500-0001 

Dear Mr. President; 

InH^^** P'°^'^'"9 leadership on the imponant topic of protectinc children 
and youth from gun violence, The 6.5 million member Nationa PTA iolns Sen^^^ 
Murray, parents, and students in asking you to continue this imoortlnt wnf^^r^^^ 
host the September 2000 launch of t h i I t u d e n t H^dge A g a i n ' t ' ^ u r v " ' 

?o"uth°oun v i n ^ ' ^ ' " ' ' " '"^P-^^^ ^^^'^^ well-being of children and 
youth gun v olence is a serious public health issue, which requires the 

itn? I P^^^^^^i°" strategies. National PTA supports federal 
leg s at.on.that promotes the use of gun safety locks, restricts'^^mernergun sales 
enforces federal and state minimum age requiremenis for handgun pufchaJe 
and establishes or expands awareness programs that educate p a r e n T c N dre'n 
youth and community members about firearm safety, " 

This e^ent will let America's youth know that millions of citizens across the n«Hnn 

Sincerely, 

Ginny Markell 
President 
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nea 
NATIONAL tDUCATlON ASSOCIATION 

ilKiH-ii I'. C'.hoac. JVisij,'.,, 

Dr/mi.» Van Rovhcl. .Svirr'iary.rnatu,,, 

DC'M Cameron, btauirvr rJimiur 

J2(JI i6'(li .S/im. .V U' 
^flj/iiiigio)!, D.C. 2O02G-229O 

August 1 0, 2000 E.yecunve Qffice 

The President 
The White House 
Wtishingion. DC 205QQ 

Dear President Clinton: 

On behalfof the National Education AssQciati'nn'c rwr A ^-)< . 

pobl,c,^,„s .h . Oaober n'<' Day of National Cone... ahou, Yo.„s P . o p l ' a T c u 7 v i 7 u ' L The 

even, .o a '^^Slr iSe^r^f^T^t ; . ; :^^^^^^^^ W . i . Sincerely, 

Bob Chase 
President 
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August 3. 2000 

The President 
The White House 
Washingroh, DC 

•NSBA-
Excellence and E/^uity 

in PuilU ^Uialm 

througti Sckool hoard 

Leadership 

Dear Mr, President: 

On March 30, 2000, the Board of Directors of the Nationa] School Boards 
Association unanimously endorsed the Day of National Concern about Young People and 
Gun Violence. As an organization dedicated to bettering tiie lives and education of our 
children. NSBA believes the voluntary student pledge is a wonderful approach since, in 
the final analysis, it is going to be students themselves who will be the main force in' 
eliminating gun violence. 

NSBA will encourage local school boards across the nation to participate in the 
October 17, 2000 Day of National Concern. We believe that holding a September prc-
celcbration event at the White House would greatly increase the visibility of this worthy 
effort. To that end, NSBA supports the proposal from Senator Patty Murray and her 
colleagues and ask you to give it your full consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Anne L. Bryant 
Executive Director 

ALB: mw 

National School Boards Asao«Jatlon 
1680 Duke Street . Alexandria, Vjrsinifi 22311-3^93 . (703) g38-tJSBA . FAiC: (703) 683.7390 
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->-'<.a.'incipai5.org 

NATIONWL ASSOCIATION flS* 
Oh' S E C O N D A u y S C H O O L ^ 

P R I N C I P A L S 
August 8. 2000 

The Prtsidcfii 
The White House 
Washington. DC20SO0 

Dear Mr. President: 

Though the number of violent incidents in schools continues to decrease and classrooms reniMin 

z t T''̂ ''''''''' ''">'*''s violence.t ;aû̂̂^̂̂̂^̂̂̂^ 
that neg.fvely .mpacts theJ.ves of many children and youth. That is why over 2 000 m y Z , 
people have signed the Siyden, Pledge Against Gur, Violence, We urge you to s u p p o r ; 7 „ c ^ 
October 17 DayofNatior^al Concern obout Y<,ungP.oplt uAdGun Violence and to lagnch this 
year s national/"W^e drive, «i.u ^ (,»yncn mis 

By signing the „ o h student promises to never bring a gun to school, to never use a gun ro 
settle a dispute, and to us= influence with friends in order to k^p than, from using guns to senle 
disputes can th.nk of no beu.. tool for ending youth violence than the self-moit!ted 
[ n Z " ' "f^"^^ '^,^ '̂ '̂ ^ Widdk and high school students are especially 
influenced by friends and colleagues, and the Pledge supports and reinforces each individual 
choice to act peacefully with regnrd to disagrccrtionts, 

While the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) has strongly supposed 
your commendable efforts to help end gun violence through legislative means, we ê nv'i ioTS e 
event as one that Will not involve the Sometimes divisive issue of politics, A bipartisan 
contingent of U.S Senators already supports the of National Cor^c^rn initiative We hot̂ c 

about the importance of self-motivatcd. noji-violent action. It is our hope that rhc event will 

Pledge. °^ -couraaing other young people around rhc nation to take the 

Z ^ l c m t d ' j i w ^"'^ ^ ^ " f " ' be at ease; they cannot give education the 
smglcm.ndrd attention needed for success," This statement appears in the NASSP school reform 
publication BreaJcir,g Rar^k.: Changing ar, America. fnsUt.tion We believe the FteXZ ^ J^ 

vo , . . r f 1 r v i ? f ° u ^ ' " ^^"^"^^ ° " ^^"denis and hope 
v° I : 1 °, ^°"'<^ be an excellent extension of your work to end gun 
violence m the United States. . ^ 

Sincerely, 

Gerald N. Tfrozz! 
Executive Director 

promoiiiig excellence in school leadership 
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AMERICAN 
FEDEfWION OF ^ ....̂  . 

July 31. 2000 

The Honorable Bill Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington. DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The American Federation of Teachers is an active coalition panner in the Day of National 
Concern About Young People and Gun Violence. Wc believe that it is important for the AFT to 
support the efforts of the coalition and to suppon our members' participation in the Day of 
National Concern Ehrough their local unions. 

Ready access co guns and gun violence are of great concem to the leaders and membeis 
of our organization. That is why our members have encouraged students to participate since the 
event's inception. And, ii is why we are in favor of a White House event to honor those students 
who have taken pan in the Day of National Concem. Such an event would give a tremendous 
boost to the coalition's effons to encourage all students to sign the pledge and participate in this 
year's Day of National Concern, 

We will continue to support the efforts of the coalition and, through our local affiliates, 
encourage school districts to promote and panicipate in this important campaign. We would ' 
Vi'ckomc and encourage your participation in an event to launch this year's program. 

Sincerely, 

Siindra Feldman 
Pi-esidcnt 

SI-ZTM/ls 
opciu2afl<io 
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Richard M. Dal«y 

Mayor 
Dopanmen^ of Police ' City of Chicago 

3510 South Michigan Awonuc • Chicago. Illindis 60653 
Terry G. Hlllard 

Superintendent of Police 

Augusi: 4, 2000 

use 

Dear Chief of Police: 

I am wi-iting to you and enclosing infomiation on an important national observance, one that I urge you to publicize in your 
own city. Since 1996, the United States Senate has passed a bipartisan Senate Resolution calling for a Notional Day of 
Conccrti about Young People and Gun Violence. In support of this, students across the country, in cooperation with law 
enforcement, were given the opportunity TO make a voluntary promise that they "will never bring a gun to school never u 
a gun to settle a dispute and use their influence with friends to keep them from using guns to settle disputes." 

In liie v/ake of die tragic school shootings in Littleton. Colorado; Springfield, Oregon; and Jonesboro, Arkansas people are 
bokmg tor constructive ways to address the \ssve9 of young people and cuns. As Superintendent of the Chicae'o Police 
Department. I believe that observing the National Day of Concem about Young People and Gun Violence provides an 
effective vehicle for leaders, educators and law enforcement to work together to assure that our schools remain a safe and 
productive environment conducive to teaching and learning. 

Let me take the opportunity to tell you about Chicago's initiative on the Day of Nalional Concern hold last year The 
Chicago Police Department, in coordination with the Chicago Board of Education, the Archdiocesan Schools and Lutheran 
Schools provided over 800,000 students the opportunity to sign the Student Pledge. Additionally, WBBM-FM Radio fB-
96) provided an hour long live discussion about handgun violence. This year I had the pleasure of leading all the students 
in sayiDBthe Pledge. Richard M. Daley, Mayor of the City of Chicago. Paul Vallas, Chief Executive Officer of Chicago 
Public S.chools, Senator Dick Durbin Jim Ryan, Attorney General of the State of Illinois, and Dick Devine Cook County 
State s Attorney also participated in the program. The coordinated efforts of the Chicago PoUc Department the Board of 
Education and tlie parlJcipation of cjty leaders identified Chicago as the national model for the last four Veais Chicaao has 
stud" J!!^slfet^"°"* P*'^'='P«'"S "̂ i'î s in that law enforcement has taken the lead in coordinating these efforts to ensure 

^f.y^'"-:'Student Pledge is to be held on October 17, 2000. It is my hope that all of the major ciiiea across die nation 
Tni n J S i l l ' T * "^"^ t between law enforcement and education. I believe that because ofour position 
and leadership in goyfrnmcnt as well as our cormmtmeni to prevent gun violence in schools, we have the unique 
opportunity and aBihty to motivate law enforcement tiiroughout the nation to partner with their respective school districts. 

nf^^rl^^ "i !LP^l^Sf of materials concerning the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence. I believe that obseiving the "Day 
^i?hon ?fi i S ^ " " " t^™^' '""u!? of youth and gun violence to the forefront thereby fostering awareness dfscission 
and hopcfnlly. pro-activc measures by schools, law enforcement, parents and youtli to priyeni future gu "vrolence 

fs'̂ l 2") 7 S S Q 1 o? F^^^ P'^"" Commander Roberta M. Bartik. Youth Investigations Group at 

Sincerely. . 

Terry a. ] 
Superxô enc 

Hard 
It of Police 

Emerfleney= '"'-^ ' '*«":e™«rflê ^̂ ^ (Within Ciiy limits) 3-i-i . Ncn-Em.rg.ncy: (ou«ide City Omitsj 312-746-6000 
I I T ; JIZ-Z-^e-B/IB • E-maih policeQci.chiJl.us . Wabaita: www.d.chi.il.us/CAPS 
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U.S. Department ofjustice 

United States Attomey 
District of Minnesota 

600 United States Courthouse (612)664-5600 
300 South Fourth Street 
Minntapolis. MN S541S 
•www. usdoj.gov/usao/mn 

September 13, 2000 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Re: The Annual Student Pledge Against Gun Violence 

Dear President Clinton: 

Long before the tragedy at Columbine High School, Mary Lewis Grow, 
of N o r t h f i e l d , Minnesota, was working to curb school violence. The 
i n i t i a t i v e she started, called the Student Pledge Against Gun 
Violence, has steadily gained national momentum, r e s u l t i n g i n more 
than 2,000,000 high school students signing the pledge las t year 
alone. 

This year the Student Pledge and corresponding day of national 
concern w i l l take place on October 17. On that day, students i n 
public and pri v a t e schools across the country w i l l stand together 
and pledge (1) never to carry a gun to school; (2) never to resolve 
a dispute with a gun; and (3) always use t h e i r influence to keep 
friends from resolving disputes with guns. Ms. Grow i s hoping to 
register close to 3,000,000 Student Pledge signatures nationwide 
t h i s year! 

Here i n Minnesota, the home of the Student Pledge, students are 
planning a v a r i e t y of events. In Minneapolis, Mary Lewis Grow w i l l 
partner with our o f f i c e and a number of other groups to help the 
students at DeLaSalle High School host a Student Pledge program on 
October 17 that w i l l feature health care professionals and young 
people who have personally experienced gun violence. 

As a preview f o r t h i s event, as well as other Student Pledge events 
taking place nationwide on October 17, t h i s o f f i c e and the 
individuals and organizations named i n the enclosed l e t t e r s , 
r e s p e c t f u l l y request that you consider hosting a b r i e f Student 
Pledge k i c k - o f f event at the White House i n l a t e September or early 
October. As the enclosed l e t t e r s indicate. Senator Murray, as well 
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as people from a v a r i e t y of education organizations, would be happy 
to p a r t i c i p a t e i n such an event. And, of course, our o f f i c e would 
do whatever i t could to assist. 

A White House Student Pledge kick - o f f event could feature young 
people who have been affected by gun violence and could culminate 
with remarks from you, which could be taped and made available for 
the replay at October 17 Student Pledge a c t i v i t i e s in. schools 
across the country. Even a few words from you would mean so much to 
young people i n Minnesota and elsewhere, who, through the pledge, 
are r e a l i z i n g t h e i r c o l l e c t i v e a b i l i t y to reverse the violence that 
has affected f a r too many of t h i s country's youth. 

I f you are interested i n a White House event and would l i k e more 
information about the Student Pledge i n i t i a t i v e , please have your 
s t a f f contact Jeanne Cooney, of t h i s o f f i c e , at (612) 664-5611. Or, 
i f you are unable to host such an event at t h i s time but would l i k e 
to make taped remarks for use i n various October 17 Student Pledge 
a c t i v i t i e s around the country, please have your s t a f f l e t Jeanne 
Cooney know that too. 

The Student Pledge i s endorsed by the American Federation of 
Teachers, the American Association of School Administrators, the 
American Medical Association, the National Council of Churches, the 
United States Congress, as well as your own o f f i c e . A l l of us 
involved i n the Student Pledge i n i t i a t i v e thank you f o r your 
support and consideration. 

Sincerely 

Todd Jl 
United 
D i s t r i c 

Attorney 
innesota 
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PATTY MURRAY 
W A S H I N G T O N 

United States Senate 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4704 

COMMITTEES: 

APPROPWATIONS 

BUDCCT 

H t A L T H . EDUCATION LABOR 

A N D PENSIONS 

VETERANS' A F f AIRS 

August 14, 2000 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing to encourage you to host an event in September to promote the Student Pledge 
Against Gun Violence. Student, Members of Congress, and representatives from the American 
Federation of Teachers, National Association of Student Councils, National School Boards 
Association, National PTA, and the National Association of Secondary School Principals want to 
present the Pledge to you and use this event to launch their efforts to get millions of more young 
people to sign the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence this year. 

Last year, over 2 million young people signed a voluntary pledge promising never to bring a gun 
to school or use a gun to settle a dispute, and to use their influence to discourage peers from 
resolving problems with guns. 

For the last four years, the U.S. Senate has unanimously passed a resolution, for which I've been 
the chief sponsor during three of those four years. This resolution calls on the country to observe 
a Day of National Concem about Young People and Gun Violence and asks that the Student 
Pledge be distributed on that day as a means of underscoring the collective power of young 
people's individual decisions to end gun violence. For each of the last four years, you have 
reinforced the message of the Senate Resolution by issuing a Presidential Proclamation. This year 
I have again submitted the Resolution along with Senator Warner and 31 other Senators and I 
expect it to pass unanimously once agaia It names October 17, 2000, as this year's Day of 
National Concem about Young People and Gun Violence. 

The premise behind the distribution of a common contract on a common day is that through their 
own life-saving decisions ajod actions, young people themselves - one by one and collectively by 
the millions - can dramatically reduce their risk of gun violence. Young people in particular are 
more likely to bdieve in the impact of their actions and decisions if they see them as part of a 
large concerted efiFort. A collective promise suggests power and a real potential for significant 
change. 

It would be ^propriate to have an event at the White House this year to celebrate the over 2 
railhon young people who took the Pledge in 1999 and to call out to even more young people to 
take the Pledge. 
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A September date will be the most effective. It is the start of a new school year, and it will also 
give schools and communities time to build towards the observance. Too often young people are 
talked to as if they are a problem to be solved. A White House event in September will provide a 
wonderful opportunity to acknowledge them as important partners in the task of creating a safer 
future. Your encouragement, in particular, will illustrate to them that they matter and that their 
voices and commitments are honored at the highest level of the country. 

I encourage you to host this event in September to roll out this year's Pledge and to celebrate the 
successes we've had in the past. 1 hope we can find time in our schedules to do this important 
event. 

'atty 
United S' 

Attached: Letters from: 

The American Federation of Teachers 
The National Association of Secondary School Principals 
The National Parent and Teachers Association 
The National School Boards Association 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STUDENT COUNCILS 

Executive Board m 
SET>AitTMEirr or trueivT ACTIVITIES 

Board Member's Address: 

August 14,2000 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am sure that you remember the tragedy that occuned in your home state of Arkansas in March 1998, when 
two middle school students gunned down their fellow classmates in Jonesboro. 

It was inconceivable that middle school students could be capable of this dastardly act yet they got the guns and 
did the deed. More school shootings followed that spring. When Mary Lewis Grow, the founder of the Student 
Pledge Against Gim Violence called our offices that May looking for tihe support and assistance of the National 
Association of Student Councils (NASC), it was evident that we needed to be involved. The NASC Executive 
Board unanimously voted to support the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence. 

It is not metal detectors, school administrators, teachers or police that will solve this problem. It rests with 
young people themselves. They must leam to be more tolerant of those who are dijfferent than they are and be 
more inclusive. Student council leaders must be part of the solution and get their peers mvolved in solving this 
great problem of youth violence. 

NASC helped the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence obtain more than two million signed pledges from 
students last year on the Day of National Concern in October. This year we ask your help in this cause by 
sponsoring an event at the White House in Sqjtember to call attention to this problem and to highlight this 
year's Day of National Concem on October 17,2000. 

We know that this issue is one of great concem to you. Please join with students nationwide to support this 
effort. 

Sincerely., 

Rocco Marano, Claire Doran 
Director of Student Activities Student Co-Chair 
& Secretary to the NASC Executive Board NASC Executive Board 

.XATION.M HHADQL'ARTHRS; ;\'A.SC C/O NASSP DcpartnicnT <.)t SUicjcnr Aaivities, 1904 A.ssociaiion Or, Reston. VA 20191 
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National PTA* 

August 14, 2000 

National Headquarters 
330 N. Wabash Ave.. Suite 2100 
Chicago, IL 60611-3690 
(312)670-6782 
(800) 307-4PTA (4782) 
Fax: (312) 670-6783 
E-mail: info@pta.org 
Website: www.pta.org 

612 664 5786 P.07/13 

Wasl^ington DC Office 
1090 Vermont Ave. NW, Suite 1200 
Washington, DC 20005-4905 
(202) 289-6790 
(888) 4.ALL-KDS (425-5537) 
Fax: (202) 289-6791 
E-mail: inf0@pta.0r9 
Website: www.pta.org 

Presiderit William Clinton 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500-0001 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for providing leadership on the important topic of protecting children 
and youth from gun violence. The 6.5 million member National PTA joins Senator 
Murray, parents, and students in asking you to continue this important work and 
host the September 2000 launch of the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence 
drive. 

Due to the tremendous impact on the health and well-being of children and 
youth, gun violence is a serious public health issue, which requires the 
enactment of various prevention strategies. National PTA supports federal 
legislation that promotes the use of gun safety locks, restricts Intemet gun sales, 
enforces federal and state minimum age requirements for handgun purchases, 
and establishes or expands awareness programs that educate parents, children, 
youth and community members about firearm safety. 

This event will let America's youth know that millions of citizens across the nation 
care about their health and well-being. Your participation in this event will also 
signal a federal commitment to ending gun violence. Thank you again for making 
an important difference in the lives of all children. We hope that you will be 
actively involved in this year's event. 

Sincerely, 

Ginny Markeil 
President 
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nea NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 

Robert F. Chase. Praidau 1201 16th Street R 
Reg Weavfr, vu. Fresiieru Washington, D.C, 20036-3290 

Dennis Van Roehel, Suretary-Tnasurtr 

Dan Cameron, Extcutivc DirKtor 

Executive Office 
August 10, 2000 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

On behalf of the National Education Association's (NEA) 2.5 milhon members, we urge you to support 
efforts to curb youth gun violence by hosting a bipartisan White House event this September 
publicizing the October 17* Day of National Concem about Young People and Gun Violence. The 
ceremony would recognize the more than 2,000,000 young people who have akeady signed the Pledge 
against Gun Violence and would help encourage millions more youth to take the Pledge. 

The members of the National Education Association are deeply concerned about the gun violence that 
threatens our students, our schools, and our communities. By signing the Pledge, students promise 
never to bring a gun to school or to use a gun to settle a dispute and to influence their friends to do the 
same. We believe this voluntary student pledge offers a wonderful vehicle for students to take 
affirmative, self-motivated steps to end the violence. 

A bipartisan contingent of United States Senators already supports the Day of National Concern 
initiative. We hope many of these Senators and Other elected officials will attend the White House 
event to send a strong, unified message against gun violence. 

We thank you for your unwavering commitment to ending the senseless gun violence that has claimed 
too many innocent lives. We look forward to continuing to work with you on this critical issue and to 
joining with you to support the Day of National Concem about Young People and Gun Violence. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Chase 
President 
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it 
PRINCIPALS 

1904 Assooation Drive N A T I O N A L A S S O C I A T I O N 

Reston. VA2019M537 OF S E C O N D A R Y S C H O O L 

703,860,0200 

(fax) 703,475.5432 

www.p:lrKipa,s.org AugUSt 8, 2000 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Though the number of violent incidents in schools continues to decrease and classrooms remain 
one of the safest places for students, there is no denying that gun violence is a national epidemic 
that negatively impacts the lives of many children and youth. That is why over 2,000,000 young 
people have signed the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence. We urge you to support these 
commitments by hosting a bipartisan White House event in September, to publicize this year's 
October 17 Day of National Concem about Yotmg People and Gun Violence and to launch this 
year's national Pledge drive. 

By signing the Pledgê  each student promises to never bring a gun to school, to never use a gun to 
settle a dispute, and to use influence with friends m order to keep them from using guns to settle 
disputes. I can think of no better tool for ending youth violence than the self-motivated, 
responsible approach offered by this action. Middle and high school students are especially 
influenced by friends and colleagues, and the Pledge supports and reinforces each individual 
choice to act peacefully with regard to disagreements. 

While the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) has strongly supported 
your commendable efforts to help end gun violence through legislative means, we envision the 
event as one that will not involve the sometimes divisive issue of politics. A bipartisan 
contingent of U.S. Senators already supports the Day of National Concern initiative. We hope 
many of them will attend the White House event in order to send a strong and unified message 
about the importance of self-motivated, non-violent action. It is our hope that the event will 
create a groundswell of interest, encouraging other young people around the nation to take the 
Pledge. 

"Youngsters who are intimidated and fearful cannot be at ease; they cannot give education the 
single-minded attention needed for success." This statement appears in the NASSP school reform 
publication Breaking Ranks: Changing an American Institution. We believe the Pledge brings us 
one step closer to easing students' fears, and helps to create more eff ective learning environments 
for our children. I thank you for your tireless efforts on behalf of the nation's students and hope 
you agree that a White House event would be an excellent extension of your work to end gun 
violence in the United States. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald N. TfrozzI 
Executive Director 

swd 

promoting excellence in school leadership 
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•NSBA-
August 3, 2000 ^ i ^ ^ ĝ -̂tĵ  

in Public Education 
The President . t o t ; n J 
The White House tfirou,̂  Sc/..cl Bo.rd 

Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

On March 30, 2000, the Board of Directors of the National School Boards 
Association unanimously endorsed the Day of National Concem about Young People and 
Gun Violence. As an organization dedicated to bettering the lives and education of our 
children, NSBA believes the voluntary student pledge is a wonderful approach since, in 
the final analysis, it is going to be students themselves who will be the main force m 
ehminating gun violence. 

NSBA will encouia.ge local school boards across the nation to participate in the 
October 17, 2000 Day of National Concem. We believe that holding a September pre-
celebration event at the White House would greatly increase the visibility of this worthy 
effort. To that end, NSBA supports the proposal from Senator Patty Murray and her 
colleagues and ask you to give it your full consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Anne L. Bryant 
Executive Director 

AUB: mw 

National School Boards Association 
1680 Duke Street • Alexandria. Virginia 22314-3493 - (703) 838-NSBA • FAX: (703) 683-7590 • littp://www.nsba.org 



btP-14-2000 15=01 US flTTORl-EY 612 664 5786 P. 11/13 

r AMERICAN 
FEDERATION OF 
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July 31. 2000 

The Honorable Bill Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The American Federation of Teachers is an active coalition partner in the Day of National 
Concem About Young People and Gun Violence. We believe that it is important for the AFT to 
support the effons of the coalition and to support our members' participation in the Day of 
National Concem through their local unions. 

Ready access to guns and gun violence are of great concem to the leaders and members 
of our organization. That is why our members have encouraged students to participate since the 
event's inception. And, it is why we are in favor of a White House event to honor those students 
who have taken pan in the Day of National Concem. Such an event would give a tremendous 
boost to the coalition's efforts to encourage all students to sign the pledge and participate in this 
year's Day of National Concem. 

Wc will continue to support the efforts of the coalition and, through our local affiliates, 
encourage school districts to promote and participate in this important campaign. We would 
welcome and encourage your participation in an event to launch this year's program. 

Sincerely, 

Sandra Feldman 
President 

SF-TM/ls 
opciu2afl-cio 
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nea NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 
„ 120] I6th Street, N.W. 

Robert F. Chase, Pns.dm Washington. D.C. 20036-3290 
Reg Weaver, vice President * 
Dennis Van Roehel, SccTetaryTrtasurtr 

Don Cameron, Exccutne Director 

Executive Office 

August 10,2000 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

On behalf of the National Education Association's (NEA) 2.5 million members, we urge you to support 
efforts to curb youth gun violence by hosting a bipartisan White House event this September 
publicizing the October 17"^ Day of National Concem about Young People and Gun Violence. The 
ceremony would recognize the more than 2,000,000 young people who have already signed the Pledge 
against Gun Violence and would help encourage millions more youth to take the Pledge. 

The members of th? National Education Association are deeply concerned about the gun violence that 
threatens our students, our schools, and our communities. By signing the Pledge, students promise 
never to bring a gun to school or to use a gun to settle a dispute and to injfluence their friends to do the 
same. We believe this voluntary student pledge offers a wonderful vehicle for students to take 
affirmative, self-motivated steps to end the violence. 

A bipartisan contingent of United States Senators already supports the Day of National Concern 
initiative. We hope many of these Senators and other elected ofBcials will attend the White House 
event to send a strong, unified message against gun violence. 

We ihank you for your unwavering commitment to ending the senseless gun violence that has claimed 
too many innocent lives. We look forward to continuing to work with you on this critical issue and to 
joining with you to support the Day of National Concem about Young People and Gun Violence. 

Sincerely, 

1 
Bob Chase 
President 
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Richard M. Daley Department of Police • City of Chicago Terry G. Hillard 
Mayor 3510 South Michigan Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60653 Superintendent ot Police 

August 4, 2000 

Dear Chief of Police: 

I am writing to you and enclosing information on an important national observance, one that I urge you to publicize in your 
own city. Since 1996, the United States Senate has passed a bipartisan Senate Resolution calling for a National Day of 
Concem about Young People and Gun Violence. In support of this, students across the country, in cooperation with law 
enforcement, were given the opportunity to make a voluntary promise that they "will never bring a gun to school, never use 
a gun to settle a dispute and use their influence with friends to keep them firom using guns to settle disputes." 

In the wake of the tragic school shootings in Littleton, Colorado; Springfield, Oregon; and Jonesboro, Arkansas, people are 
looking for constructive ways to address the issues of young people and guns. As Superintendent of the Chicago Police 
Department, I believe that observing the National Day of Concem about Young People and Gun Violence provides an 
effective vehicle for leaders, educators and law enforcenient to work together to assure that our schools remain a safe and 
productive environment conducive to teaching and learning. 

Let me take the opportunity to tell you about Chicago's initiative on the Day of National Concem held last year The 
Chicago Police Department, in coordination with the Chicago Board of Education, the Archdiocesan Schools and Lutheran 
Schools provided over 800,000 students the opportunity to sign the Smdent Pledge. Additionally, WBBM-FM Radio (B-
96) provided an hour long live discussion about handgun violence. This year 1 had the pleasure of leading all the snjdents 
in saying the Pledge. Richard M. Daley, Mayor of the City of Chicago, Paul Vallas, Chief Executive Officer of Chicago 
Public Schools, Senator Dick Durbin, Jim Ryan, Attomey General of the State of Illinois, and Dick Devine, Cook County 
State's Attomey also participated in the program. The coordinated efforts of the Chicago Police Department, the Board of 
Education and the participation of city leaders identified Chicago as the national model for the last four years. Chicago has 
been unique among participating cities in that law enforcement has taken the lead in coordinating these efforts to ensure 
student safety. 

This year's Student Pledge is to be held on October 17, 2000. It is my hope that law enforcement throughout the State of 
Illinois will join Chicago's effort in a collaboration between law enforcement and education. I believe that because ofour 
position and leadership in government as well as our commitment to prevent gun violence in schools, we have the unique 
opportunity and ability to motivate law enforcement to partaer with their respective school districts. 

Enclosed is a package of materials concerning the Suident Pledge Against Gun Violence. 1 believe that observing the "Day 
of National Concem" brings the issues of youth and gun violence to the forefront, thereby fostering awareness, discussion, 
and hopefully, pro-active measures by schools, law enforcement, parents and youth to prevent fumre gun violence, 

Should you need additional information, please contact Commander Roberta M. Bartik, Youth Investigations Group at 
(312) 745-6005 or Fax (312) 745-6832. 

Sincerely, 

Terry IQ,. Piillard 
SuperintVfiOent of Police 

Emergency: 9-1-1 • Non-Emergency: (Within City limits) 3-M • Non-Emergency: (Outside City limits) 312-746-6000 
TTY: 312-746-9715 • E-mall: pollce^ci.chi.il.iw • Website: www.cl.chi.il.us/CAPS 

TOTRL P.13 



HOGAN&HAKTSON 
L.L.P. 

WILLIAM MIKE HOUSE 
PARTNER 

(202) 637-5636 
WMHOUSE®HHLAW.COM 

BY HAND DELIVERY 

John D. Podesta 
Chief of Staff to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D, C. 20500 

October 10, 2000 

COLUMBIA SQUARE 

555 THIRTEENTH STREET, NW 

"V^CSMttlCTON, DC 20004-1109 

. ^ L : (IfDSl. 637-5600 

FA)^: (202) 63*5910 

WWW.HHLAW.ee 

Dear John: 

Re: Invitation from the National Board for Professional Teaching StandardLxd^unch, 
November 27 or 28,2000 ' . K l K ^ /7 

I've attached an article from this morning's Washington Post about the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards. 4 

As we discussed last month, the National Board has invited the President to be the first recipient 
of the James A. Kelly Award for Advancing Accomplished Teaching. A copy of the original letter is attached. 

After you saw the original invitation, you referred it to the Domestic Policy staff. Sally 
Mernissi, of the National Board, has discussed this invitation with both Barbara Chow, and with David Lussier, 
a White House Fellow, who seems to be the point person for education issues right now. 

As I understand it, the President chose to accept the award at a lunch on either November 27 or 
28, here in Washington. The National Board has reserved the National Press Club for both days. At the 
moment, the National Board is awaiting confirmation on one date or the other. Anything you can do to help 
them pin down the right day would be deeply appreciated, so that they can get announcements and invitations 
out to the teachers who will make up the bulk of the audience. 

Thanks in advance for your help. I'll hope to see you at the lunch, if not before. 

Sincerely, 

W. Michael House 
Partner 

WMH/gpa 
Enclosures 

cc: Betty Castor, National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 

BRUSSELS BUDAPESr* LONDON MOSCOW PAKIS* PRAGUE* WARSAW 

vv^n^ roa^.„o ^VU>VR,CO COLORADO SPRINGS, CO DENVER, CO LOS ANGELES, CA MciEAN.VA NEWYORK,NY 

'AffUiaUd Ofjiu 



International Association of 
Chiefs of Police 
515 North Washington Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2357 
Phone: 703-836-6767; 1-800-THE lACP 
Fax: 703-836-4543 
Cable Address: lACPOLICE 
Web address: www.theiacp.org 

President Third Vice President International Vice President 
Michael D. Robinson Joseph Samuels, Jr. Christer Ekberg 
Director Chief of Police Director 
Michigan State Police Richmond, CA Swedish National Criminal 
East Lansing, Ml 

Fourth Vice President 
Intelligence Service East Lansing, Ml 

Fourth Vice President Stockholm, Sweden 
Immediate Past President Joseph M. Polisar 

Stockholm, Sweden 

Ronald S. Neubauer Chief of Police Treasurer 
Chief of Police Garden Grove, CA Donald G. Pierce 
St. Peters, MO Chief of Police St. Peters, MO 

Fifth Vice President Boise, ID 
First Vice President Joseph G. Estey 

Boise, ID 

Bruce D. Glasscock Chief of Police Division of State Associations 
Chief of Police Hartford Police Department of Chiefs of Police 
Piano, TX White River Junction, VT General Chair 

William R Nolan 
Second Vice President Sixth Vice President Chief of Police 
William B. Berger Mary Ann Viverette North Uttle Rock, AR 
Chief of Police Chief of Police 

North Uttle Rock, AR 

North Miami Beach, FL Gaithersburg, MD 

0 ! 

Division of State and Provincial Police 
General Chair 
James McMahon 
Superintendent 
New York State Police 
Albany, NY 

Parliamentarian 
Donald 0. Ghesworth, Esq. 
Hams, Chesworth & O'Brien 
Rochester, NY 

Executive Director 
Daniel N. Rosenblatt 
Alexandria, VA 

Deputy Executive Director/ 
Chief of Staff 
Eugene R. Cromartie 
Alexandria, VA 

May 24, 2000 

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

* 4 1 8 4 3 1 * 

Dear President Clinton: 

The Intemational Association of Chiefs of Police (lACP) is comprised of over 18,000 top police 
executives in the United States, Canada and worldwide. Each year over 7,000 ofour members and their 
distinguished guests gather together for a working conference that addresses the major issues facing law 
enforcement in the world today. 

Recognized as the world's largest law enforcement conference, LACP is proud to be hosted in 2000 by the 
San Diego Police and Sheriffs Departments. It will be held over the dates of November 11-15, 2000. 

Two of the most important elements of our conference are the General Assemblies held Monday and 
Tuesday, wherein top govenmient and law enforcement officials address the lACP membership 
concerning timely issues in law enforcement. These forums offer an excellent opportunity to present 
personal views on law enforcement to those individuals directly responsible for their community's law 
enforcement needs. 

On behalf of the lACP Board of Officers, I would like to extend an invitation for_you_to addresŝ l̂̂ ^ 
membership at_eithe£Jhe^Fjrst GeneraLAssembly,. Mon̂ day, NoyembCT_l3, or the Second General 
]̂AssemWy,.„Tuesday,̂ No^^ Both assemblies are scheduled to take place 10:00 a.m. to'" 
11:30 a.m. " " ' 

The lACP would be honored to have you participate in the 107th Annual Conference. We sincerely 
hope your busy schedule will allow your acceptance of this invitation, and look forward to a favorable 
response at your earliest possible convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Michael D. Robinson 
President JUN 
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HOGAN &HAKrSON 
L.L.P. 

Writer'* Direct DI«V. 
(202)637-5697 

September 13.2000 

COtUMBlA SftOAW 

V,ASHlNCTON.DCS06W.n09 

TEL (SO!) 6S7-9600 

r \ X (,m) 6S1-W10 

John D. Podesta 
cTef of Staff to the president 
The White House -KI w 

SoO Pennsylvania Avenue.N.W 
Washington. P.O. 20500 . A..srtmnlisbedTeaching 

^ K.ttv Award for Advancing Accomplisoe 
Ret James A. Kelly Awnru 

Dear John; .. . .v. Netlonftl Board for 

the important role the President Vwspl̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

^HUeW^-ddunnshtstenureasG Board is willing to a c c o — h i s 

As you can see by the attached letter, the N 
schedule in making this presentation. ^^^^^^ 

Plc^clctmelcnowifyouneeaadaitionalinformation. 
Sincerely, 

Nancy L. GianeJe 
Svc'n^^irniaiAffaira Advisor 

Enclosure 

cc: 
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DBCTTU.*EIU,1NQ 

BTTY CASTOR 

AMES HUNT Jt. 

QWI.F.WRRIU-

BDDIB^AW'" 

The President . WiUian̂  Jefferson Clinton 
The White HoasB 

Dear Mr. President-. ^̂ ^̂ ^ otibehalf of the 

Teachitig Standards to J ^ ^ S f i ^ ^ ^̂ ""'̂ '"̂  
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NBPTS Schedule Request: 

The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards has invited President Clinton to attend 
their annual meeting in Orlando, FL (Oct. 20-22) to receive the James A. Kelly Award for 
Advancing Accomplished Teaching in recognition of his support for the National Board both as 
Governor and as President (He mentioned NBPTS certification in his state of the union addresses 
in 1997 and 1998.) This is the first time this award has been given. 

What is NBPTS? 
NBPTS is a nonprofit organization governed by a 63-member board of directors, a majority of 
whom are classroom teachers, that established high and rigorous standards for what 
accomplished teachers should know and be able to do. The National Board continues to develop 
and operate a national voluntary system to assess and certify teachers who meet those standards. 
During the 1999-2000 school year, a record 9,506 teachers sought NBPTS certification and will 
receive their results at the end of November. Today, there are 4,804 National Board Certified 
Teachers in the United States. 

What is the Award? 
The James A. Kelly award is named after the founding President of the NBPTS who retired from 
his position at the end of 1999. It will be given periodically in the future to an individual or 
organization who provides clear, consistent and convincing evidence of their ability to foster Mr. 
Kelly's legacy of accomplished teaching. President Clinton has been selected to be the first 
recipient of this award because of his commitment to promoting both high standards for teachers 
and the growth and acceptance of National Board Certification for America's teachers. 

Why should the President Attend? 
This event would be an excellent opportunity for President Clinton to be publicly recognized for 
his efforts to improve teacher quality and meet his goal of placing a talented, dedicated, and 
well-prepared teacher in every classroom in the country. Secretary of Education Richard Riley 
will also be in attendance at this meeting along with 500-700 National Board Teachers. If this 
date cannot work for the President, NBPTS has also offered two alternative dates to present this 
award. The first is the NBPTS Board of Directors meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio, February 23-25, 
2001. The second would be a dinner or luncheon in Washington, DC scheduled at a fime 
convenient for the President. 
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800-722-WISH 
602-279-WISH 
FAX: 602-279-0855 

February 1, 2000 

Ms. Karin Kullman 

Director of Communications and Events 
Office of the Domestic Policy Council 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Kullman, 

This year wi l l be very historic for the Make-A-Wish Foundation® as the Foundation 
marks it 20*̂ ^ birthday and the granting of 80,000 wishes to children fighting life-
threatening and terminal illnesses. Throughout the year, we wil l hold a series of 
celebrations and commemorations to honor the special children we serve and to 
thank all of those supporters who have given so much of themselves to make each 
wish a reality. 

The premier event celebrating these remarkable milestones wil l occur on October 
20, 2000 when we hold our annual black-tie gala featuring celebrity appearances, 
Make-A-Wish® volunteers from around the world, executives from top corporate 
sponsors, dedicated staff members, and of course children who have benefited from 
the Foundation's efforts. On this magical night, we wil l honor the very best of our 
supporters before this global gathering of approximately 700 people. 

The theme of this year's gala wi l l be "Hail to the Chiefs," a tribute to the Presidents 
of the United States who have granted so many children's wishes since 1980. We 
would be honored i f President Clinton would appear in person to accept the 2000 
Christopher James Greicius Award for Excellence in Wish Granting on behalf of 
himself and Presidents Bush and Reagan. His acceptance of this award would serve 
as the focal point of this truly inspiring evening featuring wish children and the 
generous supporters who donate their time, money and humanity to the cause of 
wish granting. 

Since the Make-A-Wish Foundation was founded in 1980, Presidents Clinton, Bush 
and Reagan have given kindly of themselves to provide our wish children a one-of-a-
kind, inspiring experience. President Clinton has been very generous with his time 
- making the children he has met feel like they are the most important and most 
special people in the world. 
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The black-tie gala wi l l feature wish children telling their stories of triumph, and 
tributes to celebrity wish-grantors and top corporate supporters. Awards for wish-
granting excellence and outstanding corporate sponsorship are presented by actual 
wish children. The highlight of the evening wil l be the presentation of the 
Christopher James Greicius Award, presumably to President Clinton. The award is 
named for Chris Greicius (pronounced "gracious"), whose wish to be an Arizona 
state trooper inspired the creation of the Make-A-Wish Foundation in 1980. 
Preceding the presentation of the award to President Clinton, a video tribute to 
White House wishes wil l be played. The tribute wil l include the wish-granting 
efforts of former presidents Bush and Reagan, but will emphasize President 
Clinton's efforts. 

The gala wil l occur on the evening of Friday, October 20, 2000 at the Pointe Hilton 
at Squaw Peak Resort in Phoenix. The award wil l be presented to President 
Clinton by a child who wished to meet him and the President wi l l be invited to 
make remarks. 

The Make-A-Wish Foundation is truly an American phenomenon. It's about people, 
both famous and not-so-famous, coming together in communities all over this great 
nation for one purpose: To bring happiness to children fighting life-threatening and 
terminal illnesses by giving each and every one of these children something positive 
to think about besides the daily medical agonies that overpower their lives. As our 
Foundation marks its 20*̂*̂  birthday we take pride in knowing that our volunteers 
and supporters make a difference in this country every single day and we make that 
difference one child at a time and one wish at a time. 

On behalf of the nearly 80,000 children who have benefited from the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation's special efforts, I would appreciate your assistance in formally inviting 
President Clinton to join this momentous occasion. I f we can provide you with 
additional information, please contact Mr. Ralph A. Nappi, Jr., President, Make-A-
Wish Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc. at (301) 962-9474. Thank you very much 
for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Paula Van Ness 
President and CEO 

cc: Mr. Ralph A. Nappi, Jr., Make-A-Wish Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc. 
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International Association of 
Chiefs of Police 
515 North Washington Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2357 
Phone: 703-836-6767: 1-800-THE lACP 
Fax: 703-836-4543 
Cable Address: lACPOLICE 
Web address: www.theiacp.org 

President Thinj Vice President International Vice President 
Michael D. Robinson Joseph Samuels, Jr Christer Etoerg 
Director Chief of Police Director 
Michigan State Police Richmond, CA Swedish National Criminal 
East Lansing, Ml 

Fourth Vice President 
Intelligence Service East Lansing, Ml 

Fourth Vice President Stockholm, Sweden 
Immediate Past President Joseph M. Polisar 

Stockholm, Sweden 

Ronald S. Neubauer Chief of Police Treasurer 
Chief of Police Garden Grove, CA Donald G. Pierce 
SL Peters, MO Chief of Police SL Peters, MO 

Fifth Vice President Boise, ID 
First Vice President Joseph G. Estey 

Boise, ID 

Bruce D. Glasscock Chief of Police Division of State Associations 
Chief of Police Hartford Police Department of Chiefs of Police 
Piano, TX White River Junction, VT General Chair 

WAWam P. Nolan 
Second Vice President Sixth Vice President Chief of Police 
William B. Berger Mary Ann Viverette North Uttle Rock, AR 
Chief of Police Chief of Police 

North Uttle Rock, AR 

North Miami Beach, FL Gaithersburg, MD 
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Division of State and Provincial Police 
General Chair 
James McMahon 
Superintendent 
New York State Police 
Albany, NY 

Partiamentarian 
Donald 0. Chesworth, Esq. 
Hams, Chesworth & O'Brien 
Rochester, NY 

Executive Director 
Daniel N. Rosenblatt 
Alexandria, VA 

Deputy Executive Director/ 
Chief of Staff 
Eugene R. Cromartie 
Alexandria, VA 

May 24, 2000 

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

* 4 1 8 4 3 1 * 

Dear President Clinton: 

The Intemational Association of Chiefs of Police (lACP) is comprised of over 18,000 top police 
executives in the United States, Canada and worldwide. Each year over 7,000 of our members and their 
distinguished guests gather together for a working conference that addresses the major issues facing law 
enforcement in the world today. 

Recognized as the world's largest law enforcement conference, lACP is proud to be hosted in 2000 by the 
San Diego Police and Sheriffs Departments. It will be held over the dates of November 11-15, 2000. 

Two of the most important elements of our conference are the General Assemblies held Monday and 
Tuesday, wherein top government and law enforcement officials address the lACP membership 
concerning timely issues in law enforcement. These forums offer an excellent opportimity to present 
personal views on law enforcement to those individuals directly responsible for their community's law 
enforcement needs. 

On behalf of the lACP Board of Officers, I would like to extend an invitation for you to addresŝ our 
membership^t_ejtherJhe_First General AsseiTibly,.,Mon^y, November Secoi^General 

]AssembIyvJuesdayj„N^ Both assemblies are scheduled to take place 10:00 a.m. to' 
11:30 a.m. 

The lACP would be honored to have you participate in the 107th Annual Conference. We sincerely 
hope your busy schedule will allow your acceptance of this invitation, and look forward to a favorable 
response at your earliest possible convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Michael D. Robinson 
President JUN 



TO: ^^nna Richter 
Christine Stanek 

The White House 
Presidential Scheduling 

DATE: 08/28/00 

FROM: Carrie Street 
Presidential Scheduling 
184 OEOB/456-5487 

# ATTACHED: 1 request 

X Please advise on 
how to respond 

As you requested 

X For your information 

Please call me regarding 
the attached 

For your action 

Please prepare 
response per 
instructions below 

For your approval 
Consideration 

For Surrogate Please prepare 
Scheduling 
Proposal 

COMMENTS: 

Please comment on the attached request for the President to attend the Village Foundation's 
Literacy Summit on October 11-12, 2000 in Washington, DC. (I have forwarded a copy to 
Correspondence for handling of the honorary chair request.) 



VILLAGE FOUNDATION 

Ri'.pairing the Breath 

Ambassador Andrew J. Young, Co-Chairman * Dr. George Ayers, Co-Chairman 
Dr. Bobby William Austin, President and CEO 

August 18, 2000 

Mr. Bob Nash 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20500-0004 

Dear Bob: 

This letter is written to solicit your assistance in-encouragingiOur,Eresident^Thc 
Honorable Bill Clinton, to. serve as the. Honorary Chair of our Literacy Summit which 
will be held on October 11 and 12, in Washington, D. C. 

The Village Foundation received a grant from the U. S. Department of Labor and the 
W.K. Kellogg Corporation to Launch a National Literacy Campaign. In addition to the 
Secretary of Labor, the Campaign is co-chaired by Stedman Graham, Chairman of the 
Leadership Institute of Chicago, Robert J. Brown, Chairman of B«S:C Associates of North 
Carolina, and myself 

The Campaign kicks off a three-year initiative which focuses on literacy as the keystone 
to education, technology and new job skills, and on heahh and wellness issues. It will 
encourage the African American Community to become involved in enhancing literacy 
among African-American men and boys. While our focus is on African-American men 
and boys, the literacy campaign is for everyone. The Village Foundation has secured 
local organizations and institutions as Literacy Partners, to heighten community 
awareness to the need for literacy intervention and to encourage volunteerism. As well, 
educational leaders, major sports and entertainment figures, and national and business 
leaders will join us in kicking off this momentous occasion. 

It would be an honor to have the President make a cameo appearance at the Summit. 
However, in the event that this is not a viable option, his endorsement of the inhiative and 
the use of his name on our stationery as Honorary Chairman will provide us with just as 
much excitement and enthusiasm. I watched his speech at the Democratic Convention, 

1600 Duke Street - Suite 700 * Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
703/518-3200 * 703/548-5296 (fax) * 1-888-326-3089 (Toll Free) 

www. villagefbundation. org 



Mr. Bob Nash 
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and it was masterfiil! His remarks, his delivery, and his timing were so perfect. He will 
certainly go down in the books as a President who contributed to the annals of history. 

Bob, as you know, the Village Foundation is an umbrella organization that grew out of 
the W. K. Kellogg Foundation's African American Men and Boys initiative which I led 
while at Kellogg. Our aim is to lead a systemic approach to solving the complex 
problems facing African-American men and boys, and to re-engage those at the margins 
of society to become one with the larger society, i f the widening breach among us is to be 
repaired. The effects of this successful re-engagement will provide an impact that 
reaches far beyond African-American men and boys. Economic and social cooperation 
combined with new opportunities will replace the conditions that have led to symptoms 
such as violence, drugs and crime, which crosses all race and ethnic conmiunities. 

I have enclosed a copy of our Annual Report for your information. Please let me know if 
you need additional information on our organization or programs. I await your 
immediate response. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Jobby W. Austin, Ph.D. 
President and CEO 

1600 Duke Street - Suite 700 'Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
703/548-3200 * 703/548-5296 (fax) * 1-888-326-3089 (Toll Free) 

www. villagefbundation.org 
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July 14, 2000 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

A 
Dear Mr. President: 

It was great seeing you at the VH-1 "Save the Music" event at the elementary school. It's 
really one of my favorite clients, and certainly my introducing you and Hillary to John 
Sykes was one of my good deeds. 

Thank you for taking the time to seriously read and call me back about the ALS research 
I gave you about my friend, Jenifer Estess who has ALS and who founded Project A L S. 
with her sisters. 1 feel about Jenifer as I did about Elizabeth Glaser when I introduced her 
to you and Hillary. Stem cell research will be the major change in medical therapy for 
the 21*' century. And it is imperative that we begin human trials in your remaining 
months as President. It should be part of your legacy. 

In the short time since you and I spoke about our scientists' break-throughs in stem cell 
therapy, much has happened. Everything has been set in motion to initiate the first human 
trial for stem cell replacement. Donna Shalala is working to ensure the NIH sets forth 
stem cell guidelines by the end of the summer. Project A L S. is collaborating on a 
regular basis with the NINDS under the direction of Gerald Fischbach, and the FDA to 
finalize safety measure for Neural Stem Cell Replacement. This week in Gaithersburg, 
the FDA held an open hearing to discuss stem cell replacement. Project A.L.S. was 
asked by the FDA to attend and address the conference. And thanks to the help of Katie 
Couric, on August V\ Project A.L.S. is meeting with FDA Commissioner, Jane Henney, 
and acting director of the NIH, Ruth Kirschstein, to move this process along. 

As I told you, Jenifer testified in April with Christopher Reeve before Arlen Specter's 
Sub-Committee on Health, Labor and Education in support of federal funding of stem 
cells. After a successful meeting with Senator Specter, we received a much-needed 
endorsement for human trial of stem cells from Orrin Hatch and James Jeffords. And last 
week we had a conference call with Al Gore's health policy team in Nashville. We are 
doing all the right things. 

This is what I need you to do. We would like you to host a White House event on Neural 
Stem Cell Replacement honoring the vast achievements of Project A.L.S. who have 
created a new paradigm for disease research. It would be a simple and elegant affair. 

I During a press conference on the White House Lawn, you would announce this exciting 
new frontier in research. In the same fashion that the White House celebrated the 
completion of the Human Genome Project, you can praise the vast achievements in stem 
cells and its tremendous potential. 
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The afternoon event could be followed by a cocktail party or dinner inside. The science editor of 
Time magazine is currently developing a story on Project A.L.S. that they would like to become 
a cover story. An event at the White House would certainly ensure a cover. Because of Jenifer's 
producing background, we have staunch supporters in the entertainment world who have 
committed their time and energy to Project A.L.S. and would join us at the White House. These 
wonderful artists include Helen Hunt, George Clooney, Kevin Spacey, Sher>'l Crow, Ben Stiller, 
Julianna Margulies, Marisa Tomei, Kristen Johnston, Nathan Lane, Sarah Jessica Parker, 
Matthew Broderick, and Billy Baldwin, who sits with me on the board of directors. 

1 have thought a great deal about our friend, Diane Blair. It is one of the reasons I have to move 
quickly for my friend, Jenifer Estess. 

As always, 



Wiles. 
ufCo 

By Joyce Wadler 

n 1996, Jenifer Estess—with her long, 
dark hair, perfect skin and smart funny 
New York mouth—was 35 and having 
the perfect career-girl summer. She 
was on Nantucket producing the first-
ever Nantucket Film Festival, hanging 

out with tlie now famous actors who had been 
her friends for years, ever since her days as an 
off-Broadway producer: William Baldwin, Rob 
Morrow. Ben Stiller and Fisher Stevens. She 
was also falling in love, and while it didn't be­
come permanent, it mattered, for fmding love, 
and beginning a family, was important to Jenifer. 

"I was on a mission," she says, "sort of a man 
mission. I had always been surrounded by 
friends, now it was time for some romance." 

Four Sisters Battle for Hope 
It was during her summer on Nantucket that Jenifer be­

gan to notice some twitching in her legs. In the fall, when 
she returned to New York, she went to see both an in­
ternist and a neurologist. 

They attributed it to stress," Jenifer says wryly. "You 
ever notice how when women go to doctors, they always say 
it's stress? I was going to a shrink once a week. I showed 
the twitching to her She told me it was all 'in my head." 

The trembling grew more pronounced. Jenifer also 
started experiencing breathlessness and exhaustion. 
Climbing a flight of stairs, she felt as if she had run miles. 

In March 1997, after nearly six 
months of indifference from the medical 
community, Jenifer pressed her internist 
for an answer. He sent her back to the 
neurologist Accompanied by her sister 

Valerie, and her mother, Marilyn, Jenifer had a test called 
an EMG, "a scary, painful procedure" in which needles 
were placed in her muscles. 

Valerie recalls the moment that their mother knew 
something was very wrong—when a technician an­
nounced that he had to put a needle in Jenifer's tongue. 

"At that moment my mother grabbed my arm," Valerie 
says. "It felt like she was an animal in the wild. It was just 
like a mother knowing." 

The neurologist was not very good at breaking the ter­
rible news to the family 

"He kept us waiting two hours, then. I swear, he would 
not look up from his folder," Jenifer says. "He said, 'It's in 
the motor neuron disease family' We learned later that's a 
catch word for amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, the progres­
sively crippling illness known as ALS, or Lou Gehrig's dis­
ease. At the time, we didn't know what it meant I said, 
'Will I be able to play tennis again?' He said, "I don't know.' 
My sister said, "Will she be able to walk?" He said. "I don't 
know.' He was a neurologist, he should have known how to 
tell someone, 'you have a fatal illness.'" 

Still unclear about what her sister's problem was, Va­
lerie went on the Internet, where the mystery was solved. 

" I can still see the words on the computer screen: 'Fa­
tal. Two to five years.'" Valerie says. 

Joyce Wadler is a reporter at TJte New York Times'and a 
survivor of both breast and ovarian cancer 
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l!orii witluii live vears ot eaeli ottier. the .l,'irl> were always 
elo-e. sharini; irieiids. tloiii^,' to the same parlies 

Tlleir pa ie i l ! - ' (li(.otee. when . lel l i ler was l . ' i . made 
them I veil elose; f i le breakup, the si>ter- s;i>. lelt llieir 
mother diseoiisoiaie :ind their mvn relationship with their 
talliei' e i rbi t l i red 

The divorce. -a\s Merediil'.. loreed the .tjirls to be iiiile-

pendeni A- :v.\ eai K au'e '̂ '̂e also realized you iia\e to 

work ior i vein '.li:iit: in lite." 
As adults, all were sueeessiul. .-Mison. the eldest, he-

(•aiii'. a 

Liiu '' :i( 

inio !a^ 

People say this is a rare 
disease, but how do you 
judge rare? Is one sister rare? 
Is it rare if it happens to 
your mother? Thirty thousand 
is a lot of people. 

1 .V'..-r lor ihi u!\ • ll lurk ^ . l in ii- A .1^ .1 ;i -

.1 I a-iil.;; • opiAiile! M . - i - l i l b i l l ' - VOIM.;- •.will 

..111 iiid .It oiie lime 1 :iii tier own eompain 

j . nili - - i i idud a( liiiL' at \e.'. Nrn k I. nivei viiv >.„ .n , i ; i . r 

L;ra(l'.i;ilion. ^b-- dei ided llial -he wanted to h.ivi more con­

trol over her eaieei than aeiiii'.; v^ould permit .iiid lielped 

ereate a nonproiit. olt-riroad Aav theater i,'roup ealled The 

.Naked Ajinels. which included die actor> Kob Morrow .ind 

Marisa Toiiiei It was at a Naked An.s'els production that 

Jeiiiier met her iriend Julianne Hoilenberi,'. who was the 

show s stai;e manager. 

First drawn to Jeniter by her ener.cy and hmiior. Ju­

lianne yrew to love her lor Ik-r jr-nero>it\ ol ^(iirit. 

"She ^ees v(jiir best potential." sa> s Julianne. '1 hen siie 

makes sure everyone else notii.es it. 

Four months ;iiier Jenifer - dia^rnosis. in tlie summer ot 

1997. her sisters, all three of whom had married and had 

children, rented a bouse in tbe country, on the east end ot 

U n g Island, niev brouiibi their husbands and children, to 
sur round Jeniler wi th 
food and family and love 
The sisters had iievet 
been i)articular tans oi 
a l te rnat ive med ic ine 
but now they were des-

perale I!very week they d i i i \ e 
Jenifer to a 'psychic minis ter" 

T r who claimed siie coukl heal with 
the laying on of hands: t lu ;. tlew 
a man u() Irom Nor th C'.iiolin.i 
who said he had cured bis 1m.11 
\1> with positive Ihinkini,' and a 
Wet ( (dl" i rea lmeiu . which he 

c la imed w o u l d " real i.i.; n ' t in-
body s cells. The wet-iell iilech.i-
nisni cost SHOd and rec iu i red 
meditation and massage. Julianne 
and the sisters look turns mas 
saginij and helping bathe Jeniler 

Notiiin.i; helped. 
\ \ [ ttie bei;innint; <il the summer. 

Jeniler was --lill p i f t l y '. '̂ood." Mered­
ith sa\ s She could walk: she could 
swim in the |iool l''Ui then thuik's not 
harder Fir-t it were il l! ( ookiii t ; 
dinner t(i!.;etlier. she had trouble cut­
ting the veyelables: then siie coiildn I 
cut the veLjetables l iy our siMh week 
at the house. sli( was iiavine trouble 
showerim;. she tell down, she couldn't 
t;el out 111 the |)ool hefsell. 

When Jenifer returned to her walU-up .tparmieiit in 
Manhattan alter Labor Dav sb<- * is an. weak to climb the 
one iliiihi oi siair- .-she .uaw- î p lb.' aparim.-nt and mowd 
ill \'.ith Meredith in the suburb-. Meredith. '.Mth t\M. WMIIIL: 
children, matched her sister pro^r. ss trom cane to walker, 
tlu r.. one year alter her diagnosis, to a wheelchair. 

As summer appi oaclie;! auain Jeniler. leelini; . u ' <iii 
,11 the -ubi.rb^. returiu-d 'o \ . '-̂  \ o rk C it\ .md look an 
apartment with Julianne in tlie Villae-- t!ui l iv im; a nor­
mal lite was never a iiossihilitv • • • • • » • • 

Family CIr<l« 



»• ̂  »- • • • • From page 95 
"You're too sick," Jenifer says. "Your 

muscles grow weak. You feel the life es­
caping from your body" 

Jenifer had resisted using a wheel­
chair for as long as possible. Now she 
was forced to use one all the time. 

"People are really afraid of people 
in wheelchairs," Jenifer says, "men 1 
first was in a wheelchair, my arms still 
had movement. I'd be in the Village 
with one of my handsome actor 
friends wheeling me around, and 
women my own age would look at me 
with fear in their eyes. I'd tell tliem I 
had just had a baby and that I was so 
exhausted my husband was wheeling 
me around. There would be such re-

There's something 
about my sisters 
and their bravery 
that knows no 
obstacles. They are 
trying to create 
possibilities...to 
stop this disease. 

Qef. They'd say, 'Oh! Congratulations!' 
Little did they know..." 

Was she making up that happy 
story for herself, as well? 

"Yeah, totally," says Jenifer. 'Let's 

tace that music. It s 
what I should lia\'-
bei.'n doing ther^. 
havinjj a baby." 

It was at this lime 
that the determina­

tion to find a cure kicked in. 
"1 think when 1 realized there was 

nothing out there that would make 
me feel better, at the point we'd tried 
all the snake oils and the healers, that 
we formed Project MS," Jenifer says. 
"My political side came up to save me 
Thirty thousand men and women 
have this disease and most of them 
die within two to five years. People 
say this is a rare disease, but how do 
you judge rare? Is one sister rare? Is it 
rare if it happens to your mother:" 
Thirty thousand is a lot of people." 

Valerie stopped writing advertising 
copy and immersed herself in medi­
cine. Julianne and Jenifer manned the 
phones. Alison advised on the law. 
Meredith, who had left fashion to be­
come a full-time mother, took on Proj­
ect ALS as a job. helping to bring in 
corporate sponsors such as Saks. 

"There has never been a sense of 
urgency around this disease." says Va-

"Doggone ft, Tm not the only one 
stammg carpet^^<f here!' 



iene 'V,\ are inje-ctinv: ur.i.;eno. giving 
moiiev to top res<'arclu-rs al six insti­
tutions to make thcni work together.' 

The institutions she is referring to 
are some of the finest in the world: 
Johns Hopkins University: Columbia 
University; Cornell University; Massa­
chusetts General Hospital; Brigham 
and Women's Hospital; and Children's 
Hospital, Boston. 

How can four women with no med­
ical background have any impact on 
the medical establishment? 

For one thing, Valerie notes, there 
is the money tfaey have raised. r 

Then there is the sheer force of 
their collective wil 

"We were toW we could oê er hawe 
a gatherittg of the'top ALS re­
searchers every six: weeks, that diese 
people ̂ oald ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' " ^ i 
adds, 

of the lejM^mfc' 
to a corpor»ie.r^ 
posed-on; 
pose a:' 
lives iccxii 
bearii 
for 

approved by the FDA lor other dis­
eases, rather than taking the time to 
come up with new ones tor ALS 
Seems like a no-brainer, right' But it's 
never iK-en doiK' with this illness." 

l.ast February Project ALS held a 
fund-raiser in Los Angeles. Jenifer, 
with a glittering gold scarf thrown 
over her shoulders, looked radiant 
Old friends Ben Stiller and Kristen 
Johnston, the star of Third Rock From 
the Sun, were the co-hosts. Entertain-

, j»i«t/r<m^ covered die event 
But, as is true for everyone who 

Jias ALS, fhe disease is moving quick­
ly. Jenifer's haink have begun to atro­
phy and curl in. Sie knows it is only a 
matter of time before she loses the 
abQity to speak, which ierrifies her. 

JIamor, she says,!* ^H'̂ .̂ '̂'̂  'disr 
^«ms" people, putetogat rase.' ̂ Tiŝ  

ssiie:! 

Siiturday night, what in the world am I 
doing inside'' My sickness has taken 
on such a fast pace, it's not like I can 
go out there and get myself a boy 
friend. Single white female, dying ol 
MS. . ' It's not exactly a personal ad 
But I have the same needs—for inti­
macy, for bearing children. ALS 
robbed me of all that" 

Then she speaks of her sisters. 
"There's something about my sis­

ters and their bravery that knows no 
obstacles. They want to create possi­
bilities beyond the diagnosis. They 
want to stop this disease. I hope my 
k)ve for them is dear." 

What does Jenifer now believe her 
chances are with ALS? 

1 think right now I am timed to 
, die in the next couple of years," she 
isays. "My chance to live is small. But 
imy chance to make a differeace is 



Immobilized, and Energized, by an Illness 

I >-

By JOYCE W.\DLER 

TE.NIFER ESTESS was working 
I on the New York Film Festival 
I when she noticed involuntary 

*̂  trembling in her legs. The thera­
pist she was seeing for help to get the 
sLx-figure salary, to gee married, co 
make her — as Ms. Estess says with 
view-'rom-the-wheelchair amuse­
ment — "the perfect New York girl." 
told he.-" the tre.Tibling was stress-
related. Perfection is viewed differ­
ently when In two years' time you go 
from being a high-powered "Equinox 
girl" to a 37-year-old woman who 
lacks the strength to cut up her food. 

Tne specialists Ms. Estess consult­
ed, after a diagnosis of amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, the fata! illness 
commonly known as Lou Gehrig's 
disease, also often failed her. 

" I saw a doctor at John Fiopkins 
who said: 'Your motor neurons are 
dying; they wiil never be regenerat­
ed. You are in a worse situation than 
Christophe.-- Reeve,'" Ms. Estess 
says in her Greenwich Village apart­
ment, her speech still clear but her 
hands curled inward, her legs immo­
bile. "It's just such a fast-moving, 
terrible disease, and there is nothing 
for it." 

The battle cry: 
" I f you have A.L.S. you're just 

e.xpected to s;i there and (Jie, .md that 
is unacceptable." 

A request to her siSLer, Valerie, 
who with another sister. Me.'edith, 
and a roommate, Julianne Hoifen-
berg. is in the room: 

"Can you cross my leg for me?" 
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or 

.A.L.S., is a (jegenerative muscular 
dis°ase, affecting about 30,000 .Amer­
icans. Life expectancy is two to five 
years; there is little treatment and 
no cure. 

Ms. Estess and her three sisters — 
"thLak 'Pride and Prejudice,' a Jew­
ish 'Pride and Prejudice,' " Ms. Es­
tess says — decline to accept that. 
Valerie Estess, 39, and Meredith Es­
tess, 35, quit their jobs (Valerie was 
in advertising, Meredith in fashion) 
when Ms. Estess received the diag­
nosis of A.L.S. two years ago. Work­
ing with Ms. Estess, Ms. Hoffenberg 
and Alison Estess, another sister 
who is a lawyer, they have formed 
Project A.L.S. In the group's first 
fund-raising event, last June, they 
raised more than a half-million dol­
lars. They have also been bringing 
doctors together, trying to speed up 
research. 

"I'm saying to them — and coming 
to them with large cash gifts — that 
if they come to this disease with a 
new way of thinking, we might make 
progress." says Valerie, who met 
with Project A.L.S. researchers a 
few weeks ago. "It's not chump 

Frances Rooens :or The .Nêv 'I OTK Tiir.e: 

Jenifer Estess. despite her illness, is a fervent fur.d-raiser for research. 

change. We gave grants of SIOO.OOO." 
"My sister can speak ac a level 

with the doctors." puts in Meredith, 
in the overlapping conversation of 
the Estess sisters. 

" I fee! if the doctors reorient them­
selves, are infused with passion . . . " 
sny? Jenifer. 

"There's research, but it see.Tis to 
me some of it has been too scattered, 
too academic." Valerie says. " I feel 
like someone needs to bring these 
doctors together and light a fire un­
der their . . . " 

She completes the sentence, but 
there's a reproachful look from Mer­
edith. Then the sisters are laughing. 

Ask the Estess sisters about their 
father and there is a momentar.-
silence — not because the sisters are 
shy, but because two of the three 
present are crinkling their noses. 

"Estranged," says one. 
"And strange." says another. 

THE Estess sisters (there is 
also a brother) grew up in 
Harrison, .N.Y. Their father 

was a stockbroker, their mother a 
"real 50's housewife type" who be­
came a real estate agent after her 
divorce. Jenifer Estess studied act­
ing at New York University. After 
college she was a co-founder and a 
producer of the Off Broadway com­
pany the Fallen Angels, which in­
cluded the actors Rob Morrow and 
Marisa Tomei. 

Jenifer Estess's problem was di­
agnosed in April 1997. After a dis­
couraging series of visits with spe­
cialists (one suggested Ms. Estess 
"max out" her credit card and eat 
junk food), the sisters briefly tried 

alternative methods. 
"The Estesses are Western girls 

for the most part." Jenifer Estess 
says. "But we were desperate." 

By 13 months after the diagnosis, 
she was forced to use a wheelchair. 
She resisted as long as possible. 

" I took the worst fails." sr.e savs. 
Now Ms. Estess cannot (iress her­

self or brush he:' hair cr walk or roll 
over in bed or cut her ow- food or 
hold a cup 01 coffee if it is more than 
half full. The progression ot the dis­
ease, she will tell you. is we!! charted. 
She can recite it without losing too 
much emotional control: 

First there is loss of motor func­
tion, bc,.'i:-ning either with limbs or 
with speech. There is progressive 
loss of muscle, which robs one of the 
ability to walk, speak and eat. It is 
usually the loss of the muscles of the 
diaphragm, which controls breath­
ing, that brings on death. 

Recently, Ms. Estess started to 
feel some difficulty forming words. 
She does not take antidepressants or 
tranquilizers. She works 18 hours a 
day. The ne.xt benefit for A.L.S. will 
be in Los Angeles early ne.xt month, 
with Saks as the corporate sponsor 
and dozens of stars, including Ms. 
Estess's old friends Ms. Tomei, Mr. 
Morrow and William Baldwin. 

"Work is the way I get to hold out 
against the disease," Ms. Estess 
says. "Like Chekhov said in 'The 
Three Sisters,' when the sisters are 
falling apart, when they've lost all 
their money and their dad died, the 
oldest sister says: 'We have to retum 
to our work. We still have cur 
work.' " 



For Immediate Release 
Coiuact: Pat Harrington 
ILirringion Saundor? & .-Vi.wiiites. *Jl^-S8l-iV(ii" 

PROJECT A.L.S. REPORTS PROMISING PILOT DATA FROM 
HISTORIC ALS INVESTIGATIONS 

Science Moves Closer to First Effective Treatments for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 

(Februar\'\ 2000) Project A.L.S. has announced that scientisLs panicipating in a series of first-tinie collaborations 

have moved substatitially closer to treating and curing .'MS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis). Promising pilot daLa are 

now in on investigations including neural stem cell replacement in ALS; the rescue of respirator̂ ' motor neurons; 

gene chip discover)' in ALS; and high throughput drug screening for potential ALS drugs, prompting investigators to 

intensif\' effons in these areas immediately. 

Progress Toward Human Trials With Neural Stem Cells 

Pilot experiinents are nearing completion in Neural Stem Cell Replacement in MS, an historic collaboration that 

may result in effective treatments and a cure for ,\LS, and a range of neurological illnesses and injur\', from 

Alzheimer's and Parkinson's to multiple sclerosis, epilepsy and spinal cord injury. Evan Y. Snyder, M.D., Ph.D. ot 

Children's Hospital and Harvard Medical School is leading the team, which includes John D, Gearhan, Ph.D. and 

Jeffrey Rothstein, M.D,, Ph,D. of Johns Hopkins University, Robert H. Brown, M.D., D. Phil, of Massachusetts 

General Hospital and Harvard Medical School, and Thomas M. Jessell, Ph.D. of the Howard Hughes Medical 

Institute, Columbia Universit)'. Dr. Snyder and colleagues report that upon introduction into ALS spinal tissue in 

culture and animal models of the disease, neural stem cells appear to migrate to areas of injury, engraft, and 

transform Into what appear to be motor neurons and other support cells. In addition, the team has discovered that 

Dr, Snyder's neural stem cells exen a notable tropic effect on motor axons and on the simulated ALS environment 

in general. Work has already begun on the next phase of experiments, which focuses on optimal delivery methods. 

Design of the first human trials is well underway. 

Prolonging the Life of Neurons That Control Breathing 

In addition, scientists at Children's Hospital and Harvard Medical School, including Dr. Snyder and Yang D. Teng, 

M.D,, Ph.D. are taking histor}''s first look at the Rescue of Respiratory Motor Neurons in ALS. As the loss of the 

ability to breathe is the fatal component of ALS, the goal of this investigation is to prolong the longevity of those 

neuiDns that inform the diaphragm and other breathing muscles. Dr. Teng reports that his pilot work with a group 



of seratonin agonists and compounds that stimulate the body's intrinsic growth factors in mice possessing tlie SOD-

1 mutation has shô 'n initial promise--the respiratoiy function of late-stage SOD-1 mice treated with the 

compounds has improved. Doctors Snyder and Teng are already in discussions with Project A.L.S.-funded clinician-

researchers to bring these compounds to clinical trial. 

Gene Chip Investigation Turns Up Exciting New Clues 

With the mapping of the human genome neady complete, first data is already in on possible new genetic addresses 

for,\LS. Project A.LS. has funded the teaiTi of Steven R. Gullans, Ph.D. of Brigham and Women's Hospital and Dr. 

Robert H. Brown, Jr. to anal}7,e ALS tissue against microchips which contain approximately 100,000 known human 

genes. Project A.L.S. established Gene Chip Analysis in ALS in an academic setting, which assured that the project 

receive the full focus of investigators. The collaboration is now reponing an intriguing list of "gene hits" from pilot 

experiments. DcKtors Gullans, Brown and their teams must now pursue each of these first leads. It is cenain that 

in the process of this pursuit, the team will identify new therapeutics and impoitant clues about the disease 

pathway's. 

Creation of Microassay for High Throughput Drug Screening 

Dr. Robert H. Brown completed the first phase of work on a micro-assay suitable for the high throughput screening 

of candidate ALS drugs. Project A.LS. funded the creation of Dr. Brown's cell-based assay, which he is currently 

transforming from a 96-well format to 394 wells per plate. This will allow for libraries of compounds to be tested 

against this panicular approximation of the disease. Project A.LS. is working closely with the NINDS/National 

Institutes of Health in gathering a panel of ALS assays that will allow for more accurate testing of potential 

therapeutic compounds. 

About Project A.LS. 

Project A.L.S., a non-profit organization, was founded in 1998, by Jenifer Estess, her family and friends. Ms. Estess 

was a thiny-five-year-old theater and film producer when she was diagnosed with ALS, and saw the need for true 

maverick activism for ALS, a fatal neuromuscular disease for which there exists not one effective treatment. In a 

year-and a half, Project AL.S. has formed a center without walls, uniting the world's leading scientists across 

disciplines and institutional and academic lines. With an applied combination of creative management skills, 

aggressiveness and over $1.8 million to iLs research partnerships. Project A.LS. has helped to fonvard investigations 

with unheard of speed and accuraq'. 

# # # 



Project A . L . S . 

Neural Stem Cell Replacement in ALS 

A Collaboration Between Scientists at Harvard University, Johns Hopkins University, 
Columbia University and University of California, San Francisco 

Funded by Project A,L,S. 

Principal Investigator: 

Evan Y. Snyder, M.D,, Ph.D. 

Children's Hospital, Harvard Medical School 

Co-Investigators: 

Roben H. Brown, Jr,, M,D,, D,Phil, 
Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical School 
John D. Gearhart, Ph.D. 
Johns Hopkins University' 

Thomas M. Jessell, Ph.D. 
Howard Huglm Medical Institute, Columbia University 

Jeffrey D. Rothstein, M.D., Ph.D. 
Johns Hopkins University 

Richard Sidman, M.D. 
Harvard Medical School, Neiv England Primate Research Center 

Marc Tessier-Lavigne, Ph.D, 
Hoivard Hughes Medical Institute 
University of California, San Francisco 

ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) is a fatal neurodegenerative disease that destroys motor neurons, which 
stimulate muscles involved in moving, speaking and breathing. Once damaged, motor neurons do not recover. 
But we may have found a way to replace them. 

This historic collaboration, which has been formed and fully funded by Project A.L.S., may well demonstrate 
that neural stem cells effectively replace degenerated motor neurons in cell culture, animal models, and, 
ultimately, in people living with ALS. Neural stem cells may also represent a cure for a range of neurologic 
illness and injury, from Alzheimer's and Parkinson's to multiple sclerosis, epilepsy and spinal cord injury. 



In March, 1999, Jay Lombard, M.D., a neurologist practicing in the Bronx, New York, told Project A.L.S. about 
Evan Snyder, a pediatric neuroscientist at Boston Children's Hospital, who was introducing his panicular brew 
of neural stem cells-or progenitor cells-into the diseased spines and brains of animal models of devastating 
chOdhood neurological diseases like Tay-Sachs and various leukodsvlrophies (Loren2o's Oil disease). Dr. 
Snyder was reportedly observing that the neural stem ceUs migrated to areas of injury in the animals, that the 
cells "engrafted" or took hold, and that they actually transformed into the types of neurons and support cells 
that the given disease situation required. In some cases, Snyder also observed the reversal of symptoms. For 
example, after having been treated Mth neural stem cells. Dr. Snyder's "shiverer mouse" stopped shivering. 

Project A.L.S. visited Dr. Snyder's laboratory in March, was impressed with his data, so united him immediately 
with two of the world's leading neuroscientists with a concentration in ALS, Dr. Jeffrey D. Rothstein, M.D., 
Ph.D, (Johns Hopkins University) and Dr. Robert H. Brown, Jr., M.D., D. Phil. (Massachusetts General/Tlarvard 
Medical School). Doctors Rothstein and Brown were equally impressed with Dr. Snyder's data. 

By the August, 1999, Project A.L.S. had launched Neural Stem Cell Replacement in ALS, with an eye toward 
speeding Dr. Snyder's basic science to human trial. The laboratories of Snyder, Rothstein, Brov̂ n and Dr. 
Thomas M. Jessell, a molecular biologist specializing in the characterization of motor neurons, began hjll-
throttle pilot experiments with Dr. Snyder's cells at the level of cell culture, in mice and in primate models of 
neurodegeneration. 

Project A.LS, further enhanced the team to include the eminent Richard Sidman, M.D,, Ph,D, (New England 
Primate Research Center/Harvard University), a neuroanatomist who is advising on the animal protocols, 
world renowned stem cell biologist John D, Gearhart (Johns Hopkins University), who is developing additional 
neural ceU lines, and Marc Tessier-Lavigne, Ph.D., who is advising on motor axons, or the reconnections 
between neurons and muscles. 

Project A.LS. and the neural stem cell team enjoy the support of the NINDS/National Institutes of Health, and 
are currently negotiating guidelines for the first human trials of Neural Stem Cell Replacement in ALS with the 
Food and Drug Administration. Pilot data presented at an informal meeting in New York, in January, 2000, 
were so promising that the team has begun designing the human trials, which will commence well in advance 
of original projections. 

If you wish to receive further details on Project ALS./Neural Stem Cell Replacement in ALS, please contact 
Valerie Estess, at 212-627-2568. 

# # # 
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Jewel Littenberg 

E-Mail: jcd472234@cs.com 

July 8, 2000 

Stephanie S.Streett 
Assistant to the President 
Director of Presidential Scheduling 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

• 5 5>^i^eTi 

..••/.":S:̂ (;V;v;̂  

Dear Ms. Streett, 

Thank you for your protnpt reply. 

I am enclosing information pertaining to a resolution which 1 wrote on "Government 
Funded In-Home Care For The Elderly," which has been passed by both the Florida State 
and National Council of Senior Citizens. In addition, it has: 
• Been recommended by the DEC of Palm Beach County for the National Democratic 

Party Platform 2000 
• Been endorsed by Congressman Wexler and Senator Graliam 
• Received numerous endorsements from groups and organizations 
• Received city endorsements 
• Received considerable press and TV coverage 
• Thousands have signed a petition on its behalf 

If the President's schedule does permit him to speak lo the Florida State Council of Senior 
Citizens (and I am hopeful it will), I would appreciate it i f this resolution was included in 
his support of the elderly. This issue is extremely important. I sincerely feel that a 
positive approach to the elderly situation will result in getting the senior vote. I f the 
President can be influential in legislation that will guarantee EVERYONE the right lo live 
out his life with dignity, he will leave office with a wonderfi.il legacy. 

I am currently in the process of arranging public forums with Senator Graham and 
Congressman Alcee Hastings. In addition, I plan to contact Vice-President Gore (whom I 
spoke to at the Town Hall Meeting in April) and Jesse Jackson. 



Any suggestions you or the President might have as to whom else to contact to get this 
resolution into legislation would be most appreciated. 

My thanks to you and the President. 

Sincerely, 

Jewel Littenberg 
Secretary, Western Communities Council of Senior Citizens (Division of FSCSC) 
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HOME NURSING CARE 

Many .ctuorswouldmc to remain their hemes of bc^ 

confined to & nur«ing home; end 

Th. home •nvironn.en. - P ^ J S l f 
greatly contnbuttJ to the v^U betng of the ^ 
The cct cf home health care exceed, the financial reK,urcc« of 
moat »«niof«; and 

The Otder American. Act (OAA) originally Pas«d^5«5, has 
for more th^ three decades as a n̂^̂^̂^̂^ 

pWng organiiation end provision of home debvcrco neai*. 
along with assistant living; and 

guidcUnes for agencies and pnyate care givers M 
money to be charged for services; and 

cxpenst of nursing home confinement; ana 

our nations economy has the strength to fond home nursing care. 

Th»t the Florida State Council of Senior Citisenf adopt as a 
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F L O R I D A STATE COUNCIL OF SENIOR CITIZENS, INC 

12773 W Forest HiU Boulevard. Suite 1218, Wellington, Florida 33414 
(561) 792-8799 • Fax (661) 792-8797 

President • Tony Fransetta 

FSCSC 
WE SUPPORT THE ABILITY TO AGE WITH DIGNITY! 

We, the undersigned, support tbe implementation of an "Elder Home Care Assistance Program". 

v̂  We request that the Department of Elder Affairs implement and fund a "Long Term Care** 
Program. 
Provide in home "Cost-EfTicient Care" through the Department of Elder Affairs for 
"Long-Term Care". 

^ That the Legislature and Governor assist the Department of Elder Affairs with funding, 

v^ **In Home Care Givers" save Medicaid and Medicare Funds. 

^ Provide and monitor all care. 
"Nn n n f wi«hA< tn on to a nurs inp home. 

NAME ! STREET ADDRESS 1 CITY 1 ZIP 

n 1 

i 

i 

1 
1 

1 
1 i 

1 • 1 I 
1 
1 1 

1 

j 
1 Piease return this petition to the address above. Thank you! 

Affiliated with the National Council of Senior Citizens 



PROPOSAL FOft NATIONAL DRMOCRATIC PARTY PI ATFORM 2000 
(Based on "Government Funded In-Home Care For The Elderly" resolution written by 
Jewel Littenberg) 

Because medicare and most health insurance does not cover long term care, the laws 
governing medicaid become effective only when the individual is reduced to destitution. 
Long term care in the home is a must as an alternative to being warehoused m an 
institution. This has proven to be cost effective. The government v îll save money and the 
elderly will have the opportunity to live out their lives with dignity, by remaining m their 
own homes 

Funding by the Caregiver Support Program can be achieved under Title 3-D of the OWQJ: 
Americans Act, which was passed in 1965 and enables individuals to remain at home. 

This important issue must be included in the National Democratic Party Platform 2000. 

DEC of Palm Beach County Legislative Committee 
and Jewel Littenberg 



F L O R I D A ^T\TV COUNCIL OF SENIOR CITIZENS, INC. 

12773 W Forest H i l l Boulevard, Suite 1218, Wellingtbn, Florida 33414 
(561) 792-8799 • Fax (561) 792-8797 

President • Tony Fransetta 

MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2000 The Palm Beach Post 
. ' • : ;-Palm Beach County Living, 

Ron Wiggins 

Must nest egg go 
splat before it 
hits 'safety net'? 

Jewel Littenberg, 62, of Atlantis wonders 
why the elderly have to completely outlive 
their old-age nest egg to get financial help to 
stay out of a nursing home. 

"When you finally get down to your last 
$2,000, you can go into a taxpayer facility. 
Why not help the elderly stretch out their 
savings by helping them stay independent as 
long as possible? 

littenberg, a former Palm Beach bridal-
shop owner, sounded like somebody who 
had been butting her head against stone 
walls, so for a few minutes I was her niarsh-
maUowwall. ' > 

"Wouldn't it save taxpayers money in th e 
long run," she asked, "if the elderly could g-n 
government assistance to help them remain 
independent in their own homes before all 
their money runs out?" 

And here, I had to mildly protest Weeks 
ago, when my father was recovering from a 
series of hospitalizations, all manner of free 
or affordable in-home services were provided 
by Medicare or county programs. ' 

I ^ ^ ^ l Affiliated with the National Council of Senior Citizens 
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Too frail. Too isolated. Too poor. 
Jewel littenberg got to me. 
The feisty Atlantis woman recently 

brought her one-woman crusade for af­
fordable home health care to The Post. 

" I haven't done anything like this be­
fore," she said sternly, fixing members of 
the editorial board with her dark eyes. 
"I'm no politician." But what Ms. Litten­
berg lacks in political savvy, she makes up 

for in persistence. 
This is a woman who 
grabbed Vice Presi­
dent Al Gore's hand 
during a campaign 
stop and didn't let go 
until she had said her 
piece. 

Witii a 95-year-old 
father, she knows 
which services are 
available to keep peo-
le in their own 
omes and what they 

cost But it's not her own situation that 
prods her to action. "Ihere's a lot of silent 
suffering out there," she says, Isecause 
people can't afford help." 

We know that, 1 told her. We've writ­
ten about i t Most public officials also 
know it, but nobody's leading the charge 
to do something about it. 

"^Vell, why not?" demanded the non-
politician. 

"Because it would cost a ton of mon­
ey," 1 explained, "and politicians don't 
want to raise taxes." 

This country has plent>' of money," 
she insisted stubbornly. 

Mentally, I threw up my hands. She's 
right. Tliere's no excuse. Recently, a 

Fran 
Hathaway 

One womaf^'s lonely fight 
for older shut-ins 

caller described ah elderly friend who 
pays someone SlOO a day solely because 
she is in a wheelchair and can't use the 
bathroom by hers<tilf. How many can af­
ford that day after day? 

President Clinjton has proposed a 
$3,000 tax credit fpr families caring for 
disabled people of all ages, and that may 
pass. But Congress! took an opposite tack 
two years ago by slashing Medicare home 
health payments (spe the editorial on this 
page) which precipitated a scarcity of 
services. The Aî eja Agency on Aging, 
which administers federal and state 
money for programs in Palm Beach, 
Martin, St. Ixicie, Okeechobee and Indian 
River counties, has a peipetual waiting 
list. 

Realizing that 
littenberg needed 
people, I referred 

the determined Ms. 
to meet like-minded 
her to the Omega 

Project The one-vear, $441,780 effort 
seeks to improve ways to serve elderly 
people's needs, stahing with a thorough 
assessment. Though tihe children's ser-
\dces council studies kids (the Alpha) in 
Palm Beach County, no one was studying 
the other end of the age spectrum (the 
Omega). ! 

Enter the $500 million John A. Hart­
ford Foundation, which focuses on geri­
atrics projects. The foundation had just 
decided to Support precisely such plan­
ning efforts in sta 
populations. Last > 

es witli large senior 
ear, the Palm Beach 

County Health Care District led a coal 
tion that won a $181,500 Hartford gran 
Project Director Tanya Palmer hired tw 
planners. They held five focus groups < 
people 70 to 79. One group was Hispani 
one was Afiican-American, one was JCA 
ish. one was white, and one held in th 
Glades included both black and whi: 
residents. 

The needs differed, but the tiiem( 
were clear. One is isolation. Many oId( 
people have no family, and few kno 
about the Elder Help line. Another 
confusion. The 200 agencies that provic 
services don't always know what the ot 
ers are doing. Athird is the loss of hospit 
discharge planners, fhe socizd workei 
who arrange in-home ser\'ices for patien 
leaving hospitals. In cutting costs, mar 
hospitals have eliminated those position 

Omega planners are using the info 
mation they've gathered to create a der 
onstration project that wdll begin this £a 
Tliey also will use it to encourage polic 
makers to propose legislation that pa; 
for unmet needs. 

Which brings us back to Jewel L 
tenberg. Her campaign now consists of 
resolution that asks "adequate funding f( 
home health care." The Florida Sta 
Council of Senior Citizens supports it. 

Heaven knows, I wish her well. But > 
a society where squeaky wheels g 
greased, I haven't noticed mobs of 8 
year-olds protesting their plight Sti 
with Ms. littenberg on the case, I y 
may. 
Fran Hathaway is an editorial writerforTi 
Palm Beach Post Her e-^mail address 
fran_haUiaway@pbpost. com 
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Help begins at home 
Medicare spendmg on home 

health care dropped 45 percent 
in the past two years. That may 

sound like good news, since the plan 
has been near bankruptcy. Unfortu-

. nately, it's just the opposite. 
Medicare provides health care for 

39 million elderly and disabled Amer­
icans. With so many beneficianes, 
even a smaU error can translate into a 
large financi^ mistake. That hap­
pened in the 1980s. GovemmenL.try-
ing to save money, ordered hospitals 
to discharge Medicare patients earU-
er That meant new business for home 
health agencies, and they prospered. 

But Medicare did not limit the 
number of home visits or require a 
co-payment, so home healdi coste in­
creased fivefold between 1990 and 96, 
to $17;7 billion a year. Scam artists 
weren't far behind. By 1996, home 
health firaud was rampant Nearly 
40 percent of the visits Medicare fi-
hanced for that year were not legiti­
mate. Congress increased the number 
of audits. 

The small error syndrome oc­
curred again in 1997, however, when 
Congress trimmed Medicare costs to 
keep the plan solvent Lawniakere 
used a meat ax rather than a scalpel, 
and by last year hospitals and nursmg 
homes were howling about sharply 
reduced payments. Home health fees 
were set so low that many agencies 

The Medicare program that 
keeps people out of hospitals 
needs more attention Jrom 
Congress, not more cuts. 

went bankrupt hi Pahn Beach Coun- i 
ty, the reimbursement cut was a major j 
reason the 52-year-old Visiting Nurse | 
Association went out of business. \ 

As elderly people couldn't get tiie ' 
home care tiiey needed, raanv suf­
fered, and some died. Otiiers began 
backing up in hospitals and nursing 
homes, costing Medicare much more. 
Yet more cuts are scheduled. Another 
15 percent reduction is due to take 
effect this year. Sen. Susan Colhns, 
R-Maine, has intiroduced legislation to 
elimmate that cut The House is con­
sidering a similar bill. 

Even if those bills pass, it's clear 
that Medicare experts need to cali­
brate fees for in-home medical and 
social services more carefuUy. As 
America ages and more people with 
chronic iUnesses and disabiUties need 
help staying independent, home 
health services wl l be cruaal. Setdng 
tees accurately saves money because 
people aren't forced into $40,000-a-
year nursing homes. Blocking the 
15 percentcutwill help. So will getting 
the luaih rigtit. 
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Rep. mxfer: 'Get Radtesi' 
by EVONN GIBBS 

Staff V/iiter 
ATLANTIS — "You 

should be rioting in the 
streets over this," said Con­
gressman Robert Wexler in 
a serious tone, to a room of 
40 angry home health care 
advocates. "The fact thai 
Medicare doesn't have a 
drugprescription program 
is absolutely despicable." 

The high cost of medi­
cation was one topic the 
D isl net 19 Democrat spoke 
about lo supporters of the 
Florida State Council of 
Senior Citizens, Inc.'s 
(FSCSC) home nursing 
care resolution, at the 
Town of Atlantis City Hall, 
May 1. 

Most of those in the au­
dience were men and 
women appearing to be 
paet retirement age, but 
there were several younger 
people present, and a 48 
year-old man paralyzed by 
multiple sclerosis who 
could talk and smile, but 
do nothing else. His home 
care nurse who was with 
him, protested the Medi­
care policy that now lists 
his bedjjans as a luxury, 
and won't pay for them 
since he's no longer able to 
work. 

HOME RIGHTS-Coofiressman ^^^ert W e « l j (^^^^^^^ S e 1 £ haS 
Goldberg, an advocate for govepment funded at-home nursmg care, OULS 
in Atlantis where W{«ler8p(gi<p , ^ 

^ ^ ^ ? ! H i - I L ) , chairman of the 
Appropriations Subcom-

Inequiiies 
There were other sto­

ries told 10 Wexler during 
his talk-all focusingon the 
lack of goverruntnt assis-
tanceforhome-batednura-, 
ing care t<3 poor Am«(ricans. 

"You have to be down to 
your last $2,500 befor-e the 

government will con 
ute to your home health ' 
care," said Jewel L i t ­
tenberg, secretary of tlie I 
western oommunitieschap- ' 
ter of the FSCSC, and au­
thor of a resolution now in 
a Congressional sublcoiii-
mittee. 

"FSCSC is lobbymg tor 
legislation allowing medi­
care recipients the &arae 
coverage value for homie-
based nursing care, they 
get when sent to nursing 
homes." 

I n Review 
Wexler said he sent let­

ters recommending adop­
tion of the resolution, to 
Congressman John Porter, 

mittee on Labor, Health 
arid Human Services, and 
David Obey, (D-WI), aaub-
committee member. 

j Although Wexler didn't 
repiflt the opportimity to 
dJa bit of campaigning for 
presidential candidate, 
vice President Al Gore, his 
comments were related to 
platform strategies on 
health care spending. 

Gore's budget plan, he 
said, woi'id help achieve 
FSCSC'8 resolution, by 
paying down the nation's 
debt, bolstering social se­
curity and appljring 13 per­
cent of the surplus to fed­
erally funded programs cut 
by spending guidelines. 

B ig Drop 
Wexler was referring to 

changes adopted by Con­
gress in 1997, limiting 
Medicare payments to 
home-care agencies which 
serve the sick and disabled 
who can't leave their 
homes. 

As a result, in the past 
two years Medicare spend­
ing on home health care 
dropped 45 percent, ac­
cording to data from the 
Congressional Budget Of­
fice reported by The New 
York Times in April. Advo­
cates for the elderly say 
this forces people into low 
quality government Kpon-
sored nursing homes. 
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Office: 301 N. Olive Avenue, West Palm Beach, Florida 33401 

Staff: 
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Execaiive Director 
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May Board of Directors Meeting 
Wednesday, May 10, 2000 at 10:00 A.M. 

Governmental Center, 301 N. Olive 
1104 Public Affairs Conference Room, 

Board Agenda: 
1) CaU to Order 

2) Roll Call, Welcomes, Introductions 

3) Additions, Deletions and Modifications to Agenda 

4) Scheduled Presentations 

a) La.ke Worth Drainage District, Daiina Ackerman-White 
- Everglades Restoration impact on LWDD residents 

b) FAU/FRJ Joint Center for Environmental & Urban Problems, Venesia Tliompson 
- Regional Evacuation Coordination and Implementation Procedures 

Western Communities Council of Senior Citizens, Jewel Littenberg, Secretary 

- Resolution for Government Funding of In-home Nursing Care 

5) Approval of Board Minutes: April 12 & 26*'', 2000 (mailed) 

6) Financial Report (Financial Reports are distributed at meeting) 

7) President's Report 

8) Staff Report (None: Executive Director will be at Washington D.C. Fly-In) 

9) Legislative Issues: 

a) Legislative Session - Wrap Up on our issues from Florida League 

10) Miscellaneous Business 

a) Local Government Symposium, Scheduled for June 8*̂  - Update 

b) bistallation Banquet - Update 

c) Appointment to PBC Overall Economic Development Program (OEDP) Committee 

11) Board Comments 

12) Adjournment 
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L^W'Wanted 
For Funds 
For Aged 

ATLANTIS-The Vftr>-
poor and the wealthy, have 
one thing in common. They 
can be cared for at home 
during long illnesses, and 
die at home. Those of mod-
eat means however, gener­
ally live their final montha. 
and die, in nursing homes. 

A grass roots effort to 
change that inequity w l l 
be discussed in a public 
forum on May 1, et 2.30 
p.m., with Congressiran 
Robert Wexler (D-19), f-
Atlantis City Hall, in 
Atlantis. 

Jewel Littenberg, orga­
nizer of the event, and sec­
retary of the Western Com­
munities Council of Senior 
Citizens, will present Wex­
ler with her resolution thai 
home health care become a 
priority legislative goal. 

The resolution was ap­
proved by the FloridaState 
Council of Senior Citizens, 
and has been endorsed by 
a chapter of Disabled 
American Veterans. Lit­
tenberg said nQW she wants 
"...tosee an elected official 
step forth and say they sup­
port it;" 

For more information 
call (561. 964.-1683. 

\^fexler to hear in-home nursing needs 

U.S. Rep. Robert Wexler D- -
Boca Raton, WiU meet widt (he 
pubUc at AUantis City HaB 2:30 
p m May 1 to discuss the needs 
of Ihe elderly for in-home nurs-
uu? care. . , 

•We are exploring ways to 
h<'lp seniors afford home nurs­
ing care, and it is important tor 
all families with parental care is­
sues to bring Congressman 
W êxler their stories, said the 
CTieetiflg's sponsor, Jewel Litten­
berg of Atlantis, advocate lor in-
home nursing assistance. 

Uttenberg said that lawmak­
ers need to Imow more about ex­
isting home nursing programs 
and their limitations. 

"If you are very poor or very 

wealthy, you are covered, Lit­
tenberg said. "What has not 
been addressed is the person ot 
modest means who should tiot 
have to beconve impoverished to 
get help. If we spend a little 
more money on in-home nurs­
ing, we save government vast ex­
penditures on nursing home 
construction and administra­
tion." ^ • 

. Uttenberg saidThe struggle 
to keep our parents and grand^ 
parents in their homes vnth dig­
nity is happening at the grass 
roots, and only by bringing oui 
stories to our congressmen ir 
pubUc forums can ti\ey knov 
how to change the law. 
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" "T^u BiriorVif ilipftds tor iH-homc Nursing Carr; Senator Graham to Hear Elderly Neeos lor i j " " * ,iĝ thatia<iicat«thct, 
O C I I d l U I ,Kn„. need for finanaalassistoKX The same finf 

Democratic U.S. Senator 
Bob Graham will hear why 
there must be legislation en­
acted for govemmem funded 
home nursing .care 
elderly, when his aide, bllen 
Roth, comes to Allant«Cig 
Hall. May nth at 2:00 PM 
to licar your quesuons ana 
comments. "It is very im Ĵor-
lant for all famiUcs with pa­
rental care issues and seniors 
with spouses in need of m-
home care to bring Ellen 
their stories so she may take 
ihcm to the Senator de­
clared the fonim's sponsor. 
Jewel Uttenberg of Atlantis, 
Secretary of the Western 
Communities Council ot bc-
nior Citizens and advocate 
for senior issues, "Lawmak­

ers need to knew more about 
existing home nursmg pro-
crams and their ImutaUons , 
Littenberg said. "If you arc 
very poor or wealthy, you are 
covered. It's all the elderly 
people in-bctwccn that, we 
must address". 

Tlve Florida State Coun­
cil of Senior Citizens has 
passed a Resolution for gov­
ernment funded in-homc 
care for the elderly, Now wc 
must bring it to me attention 
of cur elected officials. Our 
elderly have paved the way 
for the young. Kow wc must 
care for them. They cannot 
and should not be forced to 
become desututc before our 
government recognizes thcvr 

need for financial assistaiwe 
Littenberg said legislation 

to provide in-home care wUi 
not write itself . "The stniggle 
to keep our parents and 
erandparents in their komes 
vl-ith dignity is happemng at 
the grass roots, and only by 
bringing yotir stones to 0^ 
Congressmen in pubbc fo­
rums can they know hew to 
change the law". LiUcnborg 

. is urging people to make cv̂ . 
erv effort to attend the forum 
oii Wednesday. May I7th at 
2 PM. and get the message 
10 Senator Graham: "Every­
body deserves the nght to age 
Nvith dignity. The proper leg­
islation must be passco. 

There is a petiuon to be 

signed that indicates the ft3l-
lowing: 1) The 
cial assisunce for In-home 
card as for nursing home 
care, 2) Financial assistance 
provided for up to 24 hruirs 
of in-home care, 3) Guî le-
lines established for the 
amounts of money to be 
charged by care givers avd 
home health agencies , 4) 
Better guidelines for .:he 
schools who train CNA s and 
HHA's;and5)Supervisioaof 
care givers. ., 

Jewel Littenberg is avail­
able to speak to clubs, orga-
nizaUonsVand condominium 
groups on this topic. Irier-
Swd parties can contact her 
5vSlling(561)964-U«, 
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LEHERS TO THE EDITOR 

speak outtohetpget 
seniors' care Improved 

I would like to thank Fran 
Hathaway for her April 30 col­
umn Too frail, too isolated, too 
poor," which focused on fte 
needs of elderiy people. Thou­
sands have no one to t i ^ to, 
no place to go. and are bemg 
forced into poverty because our 
government refuses to recog­
nize their need for help. 

The Florida State Council ol 
Senior Citizens has passed a 
resolution for govemnxent-
financed in-home nursmg care, 
which contains provisions for; 
The same financial assistance 
for in-home care as for nursing 
home care; financial assistance 
for up to 24-bour care; gmde-
Unes for charges by caregivers 
and home health agencies; and 
better guidelines for the 
schools that train nurse assis­
tants and home health aides. 

Public forums are starting 
to bring this to the attention of 
elected officials. But semors 
voices must be heard. Contact 
Se FSCSC at (561) 792-879? or 
voice your opinion at a pubhc 
forum. The next win be with 
Ellen Roth, aide to Sen. Bob 
Graham, at 2 p.m. May 17 in 
the Atlantis City Hall. 

JEWELUTTENBERG 
Atlantis 

Make aid for seniors a priority > v 
I thank Ron Wiggins for his . ^ ^ ^ ^ " J ^ f ^ ^ i ^ 

"Muŝ  nest effff go splat before it hits safetv tiet 
it p%mpt& many people to call who need W :KV::: 
LaveTo one to S t o and who do not quality for . ;;; 
riwer-^pported financial aid to stay mthar^-
own homes because their assets are above $2,000. 

I found it very interesting that not one person 
affiliated with the agendes that provide the assisr 
tance called with their suggestions. 

It should be one's right to Hve out one's life m 
une's own home in dignity. The Florida Sfate 

Coundl ofSehior CitizenHlias passed.a resolution 
c-alling for actioiH^i this issue. Now, we must get it 
into legislation, localb' as well as nationally. 

Ihis is an election vear. We have eight months 
to let our rr-presentatWes know we vrant acUon; 
otherwise, they will not get senior atm;ns votes 
It can be done; nothing is unpossible if we want tt 
badly enough. ^ ^ ^ 

' Tony Frafurtta, president 
noHda State CouncU of Senior CHbtns 

WaUlngton 

• Jew«< Uttotberx ealW letters editor 
Chris Felker on Tuesday to note that the 
Sp^Sished tliat day under the h^^^^ 
Une "Make aid for seniors a pnonty had 
actually been written by h g ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Tony Fransetta, president of tî e Honda 
State CouncU of Senior Citizens. Ms. Ut-
Tenberg of Atlantis, who. is seae^ to 
one chanter of the council, wrote the let 
?erNSffiandsentacopytofhecoun^^^ 
which resubmitted it to J c ftrfo^^^ 
Fransetta's name. Ms. Littenberg s narne 
wa¥?nduded. but her Pof^o" w^̂ Ĵ ê nctcA .V) her name was omitted When me 
S l f w ŝ p r i S . That was an oversight_ 

Petition to keep eJderiy at home *̂ ,V/b«r 
The March 21 article "N^/sing homê ask hw-

in îkers for bdlouf confused î e- Jt stated that 
ftJSues sue because of negUgent care. 'Ĵ e "urs-̂ ^ 
ng homes contend that problems arise from infir­
mities assodated with old age or disease. 

Many legislators believe the problems stem 
froin bad oj^rators with a record of fraud and 
abSe. andVy overpaying execuuves with Medi­
care and Medicaid reimbursements, 
• • Finally, the article states that thousands of eld­

erly people will have no place to go since one-^h 
of thrnursing homes in Florida operated by na­
tional ch^ns are already in bankniPjfy; . 

The only thing I am clear about is ttiat there is 
absolutely iio concern for die patientGreed 
seems to be the determining factor. Therefore, the 
S a State Coundl of Senior Cinzenshaŝ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
a resolution calling for federal finanang to assist 
frS elderly people who requh-e nursmg care and 
S to rcmaî  £ their ô vn home|̂  PeUtions are 
being drailated to maketiusafederâ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

Western Communities Council of Senior O^n* 



Miami Herald. Home care out of reach for most 

I LETTERS 

Published Saturday. May 20, 2000, in the Miami Herald 

Home care out of reach for most 

Ten years ago my mother suffered her first stroke and since has passed away. 
My father, at 95, is frail and has had in-home care for several years. I have 
become very experienced with in-home care and know what it requires to 
enable an elderly person to remain in his home. 

It's very costly. If one has more than $2,500 in assets, the govemment 
contributes nothing. This is sad for the millions of elderly people who are not at 
poverty level yet who don't have enough money to afford proper care. 

Therefore, I have written a resolution, which was passed by the Florida State 
Coundl Of Senior Citizens. It would provide govemment funding for in-home 
care. It addresses the needs of people of modest means who shouldn't have to 
become impoverished to get help. 

The resolution has been endorsed by many groups and organizations. Now we 
also must get the support of elected offidais who can make It a law. They are 
aware that Medicare home-care spending is down 45 percent and that one-fifth 
of the nursing homes in Florida already are in bankmptcy. 

Thousands of elderiy people will have no place to go 

With a $210 billion budget surplus, there is no reason for our elderiy to become 
destitute before they are provided for. Everyone should have the right to live 
out his life in dignity. This is an eledion year. Now is the time lo give the 
message to our elected offidais loud and dear: If you continue to ignore us, we 
will ignore you. No funds, no vote! 

JEWEL UTTENBERG 
Atlantis 

Coptad Us 
CopvTioht 2000 Miami Herald 

[iup.//www.iiuaiimici diu.cuiii/cunicuL/iuuay/opuiioii/ieueis/uiguocs/vjvzj jy.uiiu 



COMMENTARY:,;. CHANNEL .12... . may 22,2000 

• Everyone should deserve the right to live out his life with dignity. Every 
elderly person should have the option of remaining in his own home, as an 
alternative to being warehoused in a nursing home. Therefore the Florida 
State Council of Senior Citizens has passed a Resolution which includes 
the following for govemment funded in-home care: 

• The same financial assistance for in-home care as for nursing home care 

• Financial assistance for up to 24-hour in-home care 

• Guidelines for charges by caregivers and home health agencies 

• Better guidelines for the schools that train Certified Nursing Assistants 
and Home Health Aides 

• Supervision of tlie caregi ver 

One-fiftli of all tiie nursing homes in Florida are facing bankruptcy, which will 
leave thousands of elderly with no place to go. Thousands of seniors are 
being forced into bankruptcy because of tlieir high medical expenses. 

Our govemment boasts of a $210 milhon surplus in the budget. Therefore, 
they must provide for the elderly. The elderly have paved the way for the 
young, and must not be forgotten. 

It is very important for all families and spouses with nursing care issues to 
bring tliis to the attention of our elected officials. Lawmakers need to know 
more about existing home nursing programs and their limitations. 

If you are very poor or very wealthy, you are covered. It's all the elderly 
people Li-between that we must address. 

One must be down to his last $2500 before the govemment will realize his 
need for iinancial help. We carmot continue lo let this happen. 



FLORIDA INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL, INC 

1018 Thomasville Road, Suite lOOA 
Tallahassee, Florida 32303-6271 

85(M88-5624 (V/TDD) 
1-877-822-1993 (V/TDD) 

8S0-488-S881 (FAX) 
/Uc^wlaris.net 

mm 

June 9, 2000 

Jewel Littenberg 
472 Forestview Drive 
Atlantis, FL 33462 

Dear Ms. Littenberg, 

It is with great pleasure to inform you that the resolution presented by the Florida State Council 
of Senior Citizens, Inc. to the Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. passed unanimously at 
the Council's quarterly meeting held on May 18, 2000. 

Since the mission of the Council is to see all people live as independently as possible in their 
own communities it was felt this resolution was of great importance to the citizens of Florida. 

If you need any ftjrther information or assistance please contact Beth Schultz, Executive Director 
toll free at 877-822-1993. 

Again thank you for the opportunity for the Council to endorse this worthwhile resolution. 

Sincerely, 

Pinkney C. Seale, Jr. 
President 
Florida Independent Living Council, Inc 



am 

RESOLUTION NO. flOrM 

A RFcjoLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTIS, 
F L O ^ A iS^^ORTmO THE PUBLICLY STATED POLICY OF THE 
F L O ^ A S ? ^ COLT^CIL OF SENIOR CITIZENS RE^ 
F O R ^ I N A C T M E N T OF LEGISLATION AT THE STATE AND FEDERAL 
f ? v S ^ O PROVroE FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND GENERAL 

F r ™ ™ ^ Y ! T o V I D I N G FOR DISTRIBUTION; PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the Florida State Council of Senior Citizens has pubUcly stated their position 

that there is a need for the enactment of state .otd federal legislation concerning the provision of in-

home care for the elderly through tl.e establishment of regulations regarding financial assistance and 

general guidelines for agencies and agency caregivers dealing directly vvith the elderly patients who 

require nursing services; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida State Council of Senior Citizens has circulated a resolution which 

mcludes support of the following legislative positions: equal personal financial consideration given 

to elderly patients whether they chose to enter a nursing home or have in-home nursing care; 

automatic fmancial assistance to elderly patients based on their fmancial needs through either 

medicare or social security on a twenty-four liour basis; guidelines established for both private and 

agency caregivers regarding the costs of in-home patient care; and guidehnes for schools who train 

nLes or nursing assistants to provide specific instruction regarding in-home patient care; and 

WHEREAS, the City Comicil of the City of Atlantis believes it is in the best interest of the 

health, safety and welfare of its citizens to support the lobbying efforts of the Florida State Council 

of Senior Citizens regarding the enactment of state or federal legislation concerning in-home health 

care for elderly patients. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 01^ 

ATLANTIS, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1: The Cuy Council of the City of Atlantis hereby supports the efforts of the 

Florida St:vte Council of Senior Citizens to promote the enactment of state â id federal legislation 

1 



DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
WEST PALM BEACH CHAPTER 42 

1897 PALM BEACH LAKES BLVD., SUITE 206 
WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33409 

As the representative of an organization acting out of a local group with 1600 members am 
concerned with our elderly. 1 

have reviewed the petition with its four elements concerning extended care for the elderly; 
have reviewed the Florida State Council of Senior Citizens, Inc.. Resolution; 
believe that this Resolution described appropriately addresses the intents and plans; 
endorse and support this project. 

Ted Hager 

Adjutant 

Disabled American Veterans Chapter 42 

April 18,2000 
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A Jewel in their crown 
Local woman Fights to .secuic lioine (:;u(: riindiiig for the elde 

• Sy Gary Greenberg 
Special to JN 

W i l l i people l iving 
longer ;uul the hnliy 
l)oomer genci nlion 
. ip[) id .Tr l i i i ig AARP 

age, one of l l ie bigge.sl problems 
f;\cing the n-Tlion is l iow to care for 
the ekicrly as they incvii;ii>|y rcacii 
(lie time wl icn (hey can no longer 
care for themselves. 

' T r o m wiiat I know, we're one o f 
the only countries Mini doesn't 
gnarnntcc d c t c i u care o f iis elder­
ly,'" said jewel L i l l enberg . a Jewish 
resident of Atlantis and secretary 
o f the Western Comniuni i ies 
Counci l of .Senior Citizens, part o f 
a nal ional advocacy group fo i ihe 
elderly. "It's a terrible message wc 
arc sending. The elderly paved (he 
way for (he young. This issue is no( 
only for our parents and grandpar­
ents, hut also for us aiirl genera­
tions to come." 

Li t tenberg wants to do some­
th ing about it. For starters, she 
draf ted a resolution call ing foi gov­
e rnmen t f u n d i n g for elderly home 
care, and il w,\s passed by ihe 
r i o r i d ; i ,S(a(c C O U I K il of,Senior 
Ci(i7.ens last November. The presi­
dent of (hat counci l is c f ju f i r l e iK il 
alsf) will be ado|Med l)y ihe 
National Counci l of .Senior 
Citi/.ens at i(sJune 12-IG coinen-
l iou III Las Veg.'is. 

"We'll be sul)mi((ing i( at (he 
national level and I ' l l be S|3eaking 
m lis support." sairl T(5ny FranseKa, 
pi esidciu of (he s(a(e counci l and a 
member o( ihe general |)()licy-
board of (he nalional body 

rhc resoliuion has five major 
poinls: 

• o f fe r the same f inancial assis­
tance for in-home care as for nurs­
ing home care. 

• provide rmancial assistance for 
round-the-clock in-l iome care. 

• esiablish gti idclines for charges 
by care givers of in-home services. 

• cstablisli better guidelines fo r 
schools that train ee r l i f i cd nur.sing 
assisuints and home health aides. 

• provicle better supervision o f 
in-home care givers. 

"Everyone should have the right 
to live out his life in dignity, " 
Li t tenberg said. "Right now. the 
way the system is set t ip, you have 
(o be destitute to get any assistance 
for in-home care and that stinks." 

Li t tenberg and Fransetta both 
point out ihe i rony o f (lie si tuadon 
in ihai home can: is typically le-̂ s 
costly than insiiu.i l ional caie. 

"1 he whole idea is to keep peo­
ple ou t c)f nursino; homes," 
Franselta explainef l "That w<jnl(i 
save money " 

Meanwhile , the s i iuai ion is des­
perate. 

"About one- f i f th nf the nursing 
homes aiul assisted l iving (ac:iliiies 
are facing bankruptcy and c.irc: [ in 
those facilitifvs) is inconsisieni al 
best," Li t tenberg noted. "Lven so. 
the costs are ouirageoiis - a mi i i i^ 
m u m o f % 1 no d;iy - ;ind l l l o i <: 
and more elderly penpic are facinir 
personal b ; inkru | i tcy because of i ( . " 

Fransetia blames the s i tu . i i ion on 
a federal law. 

"The l<)<)7 Older American Aci 
cut back (oo far in fund i i i t i (ni 
Medicare |)i ovideis." he conn.ud-
ed. " I t put a l()( o f home f ;n r. |)eo-
ple out o f business. .Some cou ldn ' t 
absorb the cutbacks and o i b r i s 
were de te rmined un( |ual i f ied 
under the new. more sii ingei i i 
laws. 'Fhe end lesult wns that |)eo-
plc lost coverage. " 

Simply th rowing money at the 
p rob lem isn't enonirh lo rns inc 
seniors receive ( |ualily hoinc < :ir<-, 
added .Scott Koord . chief 'ipc:i aiinir 
ofdcer and senior vi<:e presideni o f 
the Joseph F. Morse (nu iati K 
( -enter, a Jewish nursing home in 
West I 'alm Beach thai also provides 
ai-bome care aiul co i iun i in i iy -
based .services th rough an alFiiiaie, 

.Services Agency. 

".State f u n d i n g for co inmi in i iy -
based (carej for the elderly is 
e.ytremely weak," Boord said. "I'.ni 
just to say 'give nu: more mon<:y' 
w i ihon i (he proper methodolojn) ' i 
not very smart. I would support 
increased f u n d i n g for a commnni -
ty-based elder ly program with a 
meihodology that woul f l assure 
l l i a l the services being provided 
were ef fee live." 

Li t tenberg agrees. .She has 
assaulled the stains cpio by e inbar l 
i i ig on a one-woman public rela­
tions crusade. She has orgaiu/.ed 
public foi urns, l.ilked to the press, 
appeared fin television and con­
tacted (he piesumefl [Jiesideniial 
candidates, Al Gore and Ccorj^f- VV 
I'.ush. 

She spoke (o (Z<uc abo'iU h(-iiie 
care for the elderly adei Ins A p r i l 
Uww meeting in Deliay Reach and 
he promised to "look into i i . ' S h r 
also sent a copy o f her resolution 
to relish's polif-y d rp .u tmeiW. in 
Aust in . Texas, for review. I te r 
fo rums have aiti acted the atten­
t ion and tenlative support o f I 'alm 
I'eacb Rrp . Robert Wexler and 
Sen. I 'ob T'labam's legional direc­
tor for S.uiih Florida, l:,llen Roth. 

"Lawiii i ikeis have lo be made 
awaie of (he situation so they knou 
to do s o m r l h i n i i about i l , " 
L i t t e i i b r i s-.nd. "The go\Ti nm<-nt 
tells us that ihcrc is a mi l l i on 
surplus and yet (hey cont inue to 
cut moie .uirl more benefits f r o m 
the elflei ly. people have lo speak 
up. I hey have to contact their ie(> 
I esent:ilives .Tiid lell iheni to turn 
this resolution into lei^islation." 

One way people can hel|) t<j 
achieve thai goal i.s lo sign and 
help circulate a pet i t ion call ing for' 
federal legislaiois lo consider the 
issue. Li t tenl )e ig has l i l t ihe air­
waves to (ll nin up gra.ssrools sup­
port , and i i apjieais to be working . 



B E A C H 

.JUNE I . 7 0 0 0 

I ler M.iy ' l \ iniei view on (he 
ClianiK-l 2') m<ii ning news lit up 
the s^vIl(:hboard at liie Stale 
Ciouiu il cif Nr-inoi (.",itizens. 

According to Fransetta, following 
tlie broadcast of Littenberg's inter­
view, a lot of pco[.ile called the 
council asking for copies of the 
petition. Now Littenberg is push­
ing to have the imci view aired by 
afFii lat.c stations <ai"otind the coun­
try. And just last Friday, she took 
the issue to the I loly Grail of tele-
aliruism: The Oprah Winfrey 
-Show. 

" I e-mailed Oprah about it and 
we'll sec what hapjiens, " 
Littenberg said. "My goal is to get a 
chain of petitions circulating 
around the country. I'm g'^iiig to 
keep going uniil 1 hi( a brick Wall. 
Then, I guess I ' l l Just have to go 
tlirough it." 

"Jewel is a onc-pcison dynamo," 
Fran.selta .said. " I f I had 100 like 
her, we could straighten out the 
state real (|uick." V 

For more infoi-iiuilwn. nr to get a cnj)y 
nf Ihr. jir.lituw, rmilarl. Ihr Flondn Stale 
Couiu.il of Smior Cilrznis at 792-
8799. 
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Western communities leader seeks senior home-cai 

Jewel Littenberg 

ByALlYSONJ.KlEINMAN 

Afler liPf moHier siiffc'i tMl 
her first stroke about If) 
yonrs aeo. Atl.Tiilis rnsidoiil 
Jewel Littenboirg began 
(hinlung seriously about iii-

. liniiiG senior ntn siiig caro. 
Money was quickly deplet­

ed fiotn her patents' savings, 
yet they were fortunate lo 
have two of their children 
providing assistance. 

"What happens lo the 
seniors who don't have chil­
dren nearby or who don't 
qualify for Medicaid?" 
Littenberg wondered, and 
thus began her long nation­
wide journey for Federal leg­
islation (hat funded home 
healthcare. 

She whipped tip a resolti-
tion that piovides federal 
assistance for up to 2'1-liotir 
daily home care: guidelines 
for caroRiveis' and hoiiin 
health agencies' expenses; 
better guidelines for schools 
that train certified nursing 
assistants (CNAs), home 
health assistants (HMAs) 
and supervision of care­
givers: 

Her saga started about 
111 roe years a no when, 
atlendinp a conference on 
aging, .she lueiiliniind lier 
resolution fo Ihe paiiol's 
inoderafor. Aiieta Sewidl. 
eoniiiiunKy i el.ilion.s luaii.u;-
er for Cliannel \'Z News 

Sewell quickly idenlificd 
with this issue, having had 
similar experiences provid­
ing healllicarc for her mom. 

She read the resolution to 
eonferenee attendees and 
Lidenbcrg's brainchild 
slowly gathered steam. 

II wasn't until March 2000 j 
(hat media attention focused i 
on Littenberg. With the help j 
of Tony Fransetia. president i 
of the Florida Slale Council I 
of Senior Citizens, Inc.. who ; 
took her resolution and put j 
it into proper formal; Rnberl I 
Wexlei, (f)-FL| congressman, \ 
inth District, and FJIen Roth, I 
South Florida reuinual ' 
director for Sen. Uoli 
Graham, who have spoken in 
support of (he resolulion al 
forums around Ihe slale, 

f.iltenberg got publicity fot 
her resolulion. 

Pelilions have been sen! 
ou( for stipportiiig signa­
tures- with lie-ins with local 
organizations - the first step i 
in obtaining ralificalion j 
from the legislature. The | 
resolution next goes lo the 
National Cotmcil of Senior. 
Citizens for passage. 

On April 7, Lillenberg met ; 
with Vice President Al Goie; 
al a Delray town meeting! 
and asked for his support in 

presidential platform. Gote 
assured her he would look al 
the resolulion. 

Her (]U(M y to Gov. Gem gc 
W. Hush's cain|iaign was sent 
to his policy department in 
Ausliii. Texas, for further 
study 

She has stipporl from 
Congressman E. Clay Shaw, 
Jr's (R FLI office Shaw 
serves as chairman of Ihe 
Social Security^ 
Subeommillee in Congress. 

In a May 17 public forum, 
Littenberg spoke directly to 
government officials for sup­
port of (he resolution aiid| 
expects it (o be at (he nation-
al level by election lime. 

Littenberg grew up in 
Rochester. N.Y., in a working 
class family. Her father was 
a farmer who supported his 
wife and six children during 
the depression. 

" I f you want something 
bad enough, you can do it. 
Anything worthwhile does­
n't come easily," were (he 
family's inoll.oes. 

Hack in New York 
Littenberg was a fashioi' 
designer who. 23 years aye. 
started her own busines'-
worklng from home that 
blossomed into a profitable 
coinp;iny wi(h worldwide 
sales. 

She is listed in the Wlio': 
Wlio of American Women. 

"The bottom line is every i 
one should live out his life 
wilh dignity," Litleiibert: 
says. 

Siiice it is ail election year 

the (ime is ripe tor actii 
before November. 

Lillenberg, secretary • 
(he Western Communitii 
Council of Senior Citizen 
works out of her home ai 
pays her own expenses alle 
danl lo passing the resol 
tion. 

"Help from governmei 
should come." she adds, nc 
ing the governmental su 
plement would be based c 

personal assets. 
She would like to see (1 

costs absorbed by (he feder 
government, piggybackii 
on to existing Soci 
Security and Medicare pr 
grains. 

Littenberg says she wan 
universal support for hi 
cause since the population 
aging and we will all one dr 
be in similar positions ; 
those who cannot affoi 
home healthcare but choo.< 
not (o live out the rest of ot 
lives in nursing facilities. 

"You can't totally blair 
our legislators if peop: 
don'l say 'we need help, 
Li((enberg says. 
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lo: Karin Kullmati by fax 456-7028 
From: Danny Wexler 
Subject: Meeting/Photo op with representatives of Rotary Tntemationul 
Date: September 19, 2000 

Karin: 

Aiiacheiil is a copy of a letter that was sent to the President from Rotary International requesting a 
brief photo op. The purpose is explained in the letter. 

Rotary International -will contribute over $500 million to polio eradication by the time polio is no 
longer a threat. The largest contribution of any single organization. Throujihout the Clinton 
adnnnistration they have worked closely with AID and CDC as well as the Congress to increase 
federal support of this effort. They have met with Bruce Reed, Cliris Jemiings, Dan Mendlesohn 
and Steve Ricchetti as well as a few photo ops with tlie President. 

I thought given tiie subject matter its probably best to go through your office for this request. 

As tliey attribute much of their success to the Presidents leadership on tins issue, tliey would like 
to present him with something to commemorate his efforts before he leaves office. This photo 
will be widely distributed among Rotaiians worldwide. 

Thanks lor you time. Let mc know what you tiiink. I have also attaclied some additional 
background on the issue. 

Danny Wexler 
Vice President 
Capitol Associates, Tne. 
202-544-1880 
dw@capitolassociates.com 
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 
THE ROTARY FOUNDATION 

One Roiary Center 
1560 Sherman Avenue 
Evanslon, IL 60201-3698 USA 

HERBERT G.BROWN 
Chairman, The Rocary Foundation. 2000-2001 
President, llotaiy International, 1995-1996 

14 September 2000 

Honorable William Jefferson CUnton 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

On September 27 representatives of Rotary Intemational, in cooperation ivith the United 
Nations and other core partners, including the U.S. Govemment, will meet to outline the 
strategy for the final push to eradicate polio. While the meeting wall focvis on the challenges 
that lie aliead, it will also provide an opportunity to reflect on the progress we have made to 
date. 

In recognition of your leadership in this effort, Rotary Intemational would like to present you 
with a replica of the PolioPlus statue that sits outside our intemational heiidquarters in 
Evanston, Illinois. The statue was designed by Glenna Goodacre, the artist who designed the 
Vietnam Memorial and the new gold dollar coin. Past Rotary Intemational President James 
Lacy and I would consider it a great honor to present this statue to you. ^Ve are available at 
any time between 2-6, 9-10 or 16-19 October. 

Thanks to the extraordinary leadership you have shown during your year̂ ; as president, we 
are closer now to the eradication of polio than we have ever been. Since 1995, the United 
States' contribution to global polio eradication has increased tenfold. Thirough your visits to 
India and Nigeria you have focused intemational attention on the urgency of this stmggle. 
Through your tireless commitment to the plight of fhe children of the world, you have 
exemplified Rotary's ideal of service above self. 

I look forward to thanking you in person for your work on behalf of tlie children of the 21^ 
century. 

Sincerely, 

Herbert G. Brown 
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation 
President, Rotary Intemational, 1995-1996 

Phone: 847-886-3000 FAX: 847-866-3042 
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Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
U.S. Leadership 

• Among donor nations, the United States has taken the major leadership role in a 
multilateral effort to eradicate polio, and over the last three years has contributed 
over 45% percent ($288 million) of all donor funds used to eradiC;ite polio; from 
1995-2000 the United States government, under the President's leadership, provided 
over $400 million for global polio eradication. 

• For Fiscal 2000 the Administration and Congress approved a total of $111.4 million 
in Fiscal 2000 for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), including 
$15 million in supplemental funding for CDC, and $25 million for the United Slates 
Agency for International Development (USAID). 

• For Fiscal 2001 the President requested a total of $116.4 million tor global polio 
eradication in his budget request, a $5 million increase over the F'iscal 2000 level. 

Accomplishments 
• Polio v\̂ ill be only the second disease to be eradicated from the earth, an historic 

accomplishment. Small pox was certified eradicated in 1979. 
• The target date for certification of eradication is 2005. When the world is certified 

polio free and immunizations can cease, the United States will save $230 million 
annually and the world will save at least $1.5 billion. 

• Children all over the world will be free from the threat of polio, a devastating disease 
which at one time crippled over 500,000 annually. 

• The health infrastructure put into place by the polio eradication initiative will provide 
benefits to future public health measures to control and eradicate infectious 
diseases. 

Progress Towards Eradication 
• The eradication goal was set by a resolution of the World Health Organization in 

1988. 
• Polio cases have fallen from 350,000 in 1988 to approximately 7.000 reported cases 

in 1999, overall polio has been reduced world-wide by 90%. 
• In 1994- the Western Hemisphere was certified polio-free. Since Rotary began its 

PolioPlus Program, the number of polio endemic countries has declined from over 
125 countries in 1985 to 30 countries at the beginning of the year 2000. Polio has 
virtually disappeared from China, the Western Pacific and Europis. 

• During 74 full National Immunization Days, 16 Sub-National Immunization Days and 
7 Mopping-up activities conducted in 1999, over 450 million children received oral 
polio vaccine, This represents nearly 75 percent of all the world's children under the 
age of five. 

• In India in January 1998 over 130 million children were immunized in one day, the 
largest public health event in history - Pakistan, Bangladesh, and six other countries 
coordinated their NIDs to achieve the maximum effect over the entire region. 

Public/Private Partnership 
• The polio eradication campaign represents a historic partnership between the public 

and private sector to positively impact global heath. 
• By the year 2005, Rotary's contributions to the global polio eradication effort will be 

approximately a half billion dollars. In addition, millions of dollars of 'in-kind' and 
personal contributions have been made by and through local Rotary clubs and 
districts for polio eradication activities. 

• Rotary volunteers around the world are contributing millions of hours to polio 
immunization at National Immunization Days (NIDs), and are involved with the 
surveillance of polio cases reporting suspected cases to the loccil health authorities. 



AMERICAN 
V CANCER 

National Government Relations Office 
August 25, 2000 

Ms. Stephanie S. Streett •̂ 
Assistant to the President and 
Director of Presidential Scheduling 
Executive Office of the President 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Ground FI., West Wing 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Stephanie: 

It was great speaking with you a couple of weeks ago. As we discussed, each year it has been a tradition for 
the President of the United States to bestow the American Cancer Society's Cancer Courage Award on an 
individual whose experience with the disease is an inspiration to others who are facing a similar battle. This 
award has been presented every year since the era of Franklin D. Roosevelt. Attached is a summary of the 
criteria for selection along with a list of past recipients. 

Until recently, the ceremony was conducted in early April to mark the start of Cancer Control Month. As our 
programs and fundraising have become year-round, this event is often scheduled in the summer or fall. On 
behalf of the American Cancer Society's 2 million volunteers and the more than 16 million supporters, we 
would very much appreciate it if the President could find time this fall to continue the tradition of presenting 
this prestigious award. 

It is customary to have the American Cancer Society senior officials take part in the White House ceremony. 
Our current officers are: 

John R. Kelly, PhD, Chairman, Board of Directors 
Gerald L. Woolam, MD, President 
John R. Seffrin, PhD, Chief Executive Officer 

As in the past, we are prepared to work closely with your office in arranging attendance, photography, press 
releases, etc. Thank you, Stephanie, for your consideration of this request. Please let me know if you need 
additional information. I will follow-up with you after Labor Day. 

Sincdily, 

Daniel E. Smith 
National Vice President 
Federal & State Govemment Relations 

cc: Mary Beth Cahill, Asst. to the President and Dir. of Public Liaison 
Bruce Reed, Asst. to the President for Domestic Policy y 

701 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., N.W., SUITE 650, WASHINGTON, DC 20004-2608 • PHONE (202) 661-5700 • FAX (202) 661-5750 
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American Cancer Society 
Courage Award Criteria 

The American Cancer Society Courage Award is historically presented by the President of the 
United Satates to recognize April as Cancer Control Month. Every sitting President since 
Franklin D. Roosevelt has 
so received the Society. 

The annual White House Courage Award recipient is decided at the highest levels of the 
American Cancer Society. 

The person we select has displayed valor, courage, and determination in fighting the disease, 
frequently with a high public profile. Their choice will be an inspiration to others. 

A majority of past recipients have been in the public eye, often in the entertainment business, 
because they have a high profile and can be easily influential with the public. Sometimes the 
recipient is not selected until the last minute in order to get somone in the current news. 

Occasionally, a person from a more everyday walk of life is chosen such as a housewife, 
businessman, college student, etc., who has displayed extraordinary courage in fighting cancer. 
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COURAGE AWARD RECIPIENTS 

Year Recipient Description 

1998 Barry Bostwick Actor 
1997 Brett Butler Baseball player 
199!) Annie McKenzie Breast Cancer 

Jennette Chessin Breast Cancer 
1994 Norm Stewart Basketball coach 

Rodney Patterson Basketball player 
1993 Matilda Goodridge Socioeconomically 

Jeremy Fleury Disadvantaged Survivors 
1992 Senator Connie Mack US Senator & wife 

Priscilla Mack 
1991 Robert Polhill Former hostage 
1990 Dave Drevecky Baseball player 
1989 Steve Allen Entertainer 
1988 Jill Ireland Actress 
1987 Minnie Pearl Entertainer 
1986 Ann Jillian Entertainer 
1985 Jeff Keith Marathon runner 
1984 Amanda Blake Actress 
1983 Shelly Bruce Entertainer 
1982 Forrest Gregg NFL Coach 
1981 Karen Anderson Housewife 
1980 Otto Graham NFL football player 
1979 Tracy Andrus Teenager 
1978 Tom Harper Naval Academy Midshipman 
1977 Minnie Riperton Entertainer 
1976 Gene Littler Professional Golfer 
1975 Robert Johnson West Point Cadet 
1974 William Gargan Actor 
1973 Jack Pardee NFL Coach 
1972 Mike Finamore College Student 
1971 Marguerite Piazza Opera Singer 
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