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MHnited States Senate ere———
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4704
August 14, 2000
The President
The White House

Washington, D.C
Dear Mr, President:

[ am writing to encourage ¥Ou to host an event in September to promote the Studegt Pledge
Against Gun Violence. Student, Members of Congress, and representatives from the American
Federation of Teachers, National Association of Student Councils, National Schoo] Boards
Association, National PTA, and the Nationa| Association of Secondary School Principals want to
present the Pledge to you and use this event to launch their efforts to get millions of more young
people to sign the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence this year.

Last year, over 2 million young people signed a voluntary pledge promising never to bring a gun
to school or use & gun to settlc a dispute, and to use their influence to discourage peers from
resolving problems with guns. .
For the last four years, the U.S. Senate has unanimously passed & resalution, for which I've beean
the chief sponsor during three of those four years. This resolution calls on the country 1o observe
a Day of National Concern about Young People and Gun Violence and asks that the Student
Pledge be distributed on that day as a means of underscoring the collective power of young
people’s individual decisions tc end gun viclence, For each of the last four years, you have

J have again submitted the Resolution along with Senator Wamner and 31 other Senators and I
txpect it to pass wnanimously once again, It pames October 17, 2000, as this year’s Day of
\

National Concern about Young People and Gun Violeace,
\

The premise behind the distribution of a commop contract on 8 common day is that through their
own life-saving decisions and actions, young pcople themselves - one by one and collectively by
the millions - can dramatically reduce their risk of gun violence. Young people in particular are

It would be appropriate to have an event at the White House this year to celebrate the aver 2
million young people wha took the Pledge in 1999 and to call aut to even more young people to
take the Pledge.
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A September date will be the most effective, It is the start of a8 new school year, and it will also
give schools and communitics.time to build towards the observance, Tao often young peaple are
talked to as if they arc a problemn to be solved. A White Housc event in September will provide a
wonderful opportunity to rcknowledge them as important partners in the task of creating a safer
future. Your encouragement, iq particular, will illustrate to them that they matter and that their
voices and comrmitments are honored at the highest level of the country.

I encourage you to host this event in September to roll out this year's Pledge and ta celebrate the
successes we’ve had in the past. [ hope we can find time in our schedules to da this important

event.

Y,

,'-7
atty . : ,

United s Senator

Attached: Letters from:

The American Federation of Teachers

The National Association of Secondary Schoo] Principals
The National Parent and Teachers Association

The National Schoo| Boards Association
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Board Member's Addregs:

August 14, 2000

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

[ am sure that you remember the tragedy that occurred in your home state of Arkansas in March 1998, when
two middle school students gunned down their fellow classmates in Jonesboro.

It was inconceivable that middle schoo] students could be capable of thig dastardly act yet they got the guns and
did the deed. More school shootings followed that spring. When Mary Lewis Grow, the founder of the Student
Pledge Against Gun Violence called our offices that May looking for the support and assistance of the National
Associdtion of Student Councils (NASC), it was evident that we needed to be involved. The NASC Executive
Board unanimously voted to support the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence, '

It is not metal detectors, school administrators, teachers or police that will selve this problem. It rests with
young people themselves. They must leamn to be mare tolerant of those Who are different than they are and be
more inclusive. Student council leaders must be part of the solution and get their peers involved in solving this
great problem of youth viclegce.

NASC Lelped the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence obtain more than two million signed pledges from
students last year on the Day of National Concern in October. This year we ask your help in this cause by
sponsoring an event at the White House in September to call attention to this problem and to highlight this
year's Day of Nationa] Concern on Octaber 17, 2000.

We know that this jgsue is one of Breat concern to you. Pleasc join with students nationwide to support this
effort. .

Sincerely,

Roeco Marano, Claire Doran

Director of Student Activities Student Co-Chair

& Secretury to the NASC Executive Board NASC Executive Board

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS. NASC ¢/o NASSP Depuarunent of Student Activilies, 1904 Association Dr, Reston, VA 20191
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GD Natlonal pTA 330 N. Wabash Avc,, Suile 2100 1090 Vermont Ave, NW. Suite 1200

: Chicrgo., IL BO611.3680 Washington, DC 20005.4805
(312) 670-.6782 (202) 289-8790
(800) 307-4PTA (A782) (888) 4-ALL-KDS (¢25-55a7)
Fax: (312) B70-8783 - Fax: (202) 289-6791
E-mall: info@pta.org E-mail: Into®@pra,org

AUQUSt 14, 2000 Website: www.pta.org Websie www.pla.org

President William Clinton

White Houss

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500-0001

Dear Mr. Prasident:

Thank you for providing leadership on the impanant toplc of protecting children
and youth from gun violence. The 6.5 million member National PTA joins Senator
Murray, parents, and students in asking you te continue this important work ang
host the September 2000 launch of the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence
drive,

Due to tha tremendous impact en the health and well-being of children and
youth, gun violence is a sarjous public health issue, which requires the
enactment of various prevention strategies. National PTA supports federal
legislation that prometes the use of gun safety locks, restricts Internet gun sales,
enforces federal and state minimum age requirements for handgun purchases,
and establishes or expands awareness programs that educate parents, children,
youth and community members about firearm safety,

This avent will let America’s youth know that millions of citizens across the nation
care about their health and well-being. Your participation in this evant will also
signal a federal commitment to ending gun violence. Thank you again for making
an important difference in the lives of all ehildren. We hope that you will be
actively involved in this year's event.

Sincerely,
Gy Mentans

Ginny Markall
President
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

FROM :

Robert [ Chase, Presidens 1201 16th Streer. N W
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Drnnis Van Rochel. Seirriary. Treasursr

Don Camernn, Exccuitvr Dyrecjor

E.\'eCIIII}'L' Office
August 10, 2000

The President
The White House
Washingon, DC 20500

Deaur President Clinton:

On behalf of the National Education Association's (NEA) 2.5 million members, we urge you'to support
efferts to-curb youth gun violence by hosting a bipartisan White House event this September
publicizing the October 17 Day of National Concern about Young People and Gun Vielence, The
ceremony would recognize the more than 2,000,000 young people who have already signed the Pledge
against Gun Violence and would help éncourage millions more youth to take the Pledge.

The members of the National Education Associarion are decply concerned about the gun violence that
threatens our students, our schools, and our communities. By signing the Pledge. students promise
NEVET 1o bring a gun to school or o use a gun 1o settle a dispute and to influence their friends 10 do the
same. We helieve this voluntary student pledge offers a wonderful vehjcle for students (o take
sffirmative, self-motivated SIeps to end the violence,

A bisartisan contingent of United States Senators already supperts the Day of National Concern

nitialive. We hope many of these Scnators and other elected officials will attend the White House
event Lo send a strong, unified message against gun violence.

Sincerely,

@Du\c\»“—/

Bob Chase
President
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August 3.2 Excellence and Equity
The President in Publle E4yeation
The White House tArough School Board
Washington, DC : Leadership

Dear Mr, President:

On March 30, 2000, the Board of Directors of the Nationa) Schoo] Boards
Association unanimously endorsed the Day of National Concern about Young People and
Gun Violence. As an orgenization dedicated to bettering the lives and education of our
children, NSBA believes the voluntary student pledge is a wonderfu] approach since, in
the final analysis. it is going to be students themselves who wil] be the main force in
eliminating gun violence. '

NSBA will encourage local schoo] boards across the nation to participate in the
October 17, 2000 Day of National Concern. We believe that holding a September pre-
celebration event at the White House would greatly increasc the visibility of this worthy
effort. To that end, NSBA supports the proposal from Senator Patty Murray and her
colleagues and ask you to give it your full consideration.

Sincerely,

e By

Anne L. Bryant
Executive Director

ALB: mw

National School Baards Asseciation .
1680 Duke Street » Alexandria. Virginie 22314-3493 s (703) 838-NSBA » FAX: (703) 683-7590 = hetp:/Mww nsba.arg
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NATIONAL ASSQCIATION @
or SECONDARY SCHOOL

PRINCIPALS

August 8, 2000

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President;

Though the number of violent incidents in schoals continues to decrease and classrooms remain
one of the safest places for studcnts, there is no denying that gun violence is a national epideniic
that negatively impacts the [ives of many children and youth. That is why over 2,000,000 young
people have signed the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence, We urge you to support these
commitments by hosting a bipartisan White House avent in September, to publicize this year's
October 17 Day of National Concern about Young Pecple and Gun Violence and to launch this
year's nationa) Pledge drive.

By signing tha Pledge, each student promises to never bring a gun to school, to never use a gun 10
settle & dispute, and 1o use influance with friends in order to kesp them from using guns 1o settle
disputes. I can think of no better tool for ending youth violence than the self-motivated,
responsible approach offered by this action. Middle and high school students are especiully
influenced by friends and colleagues, and the Pledge supports and reinforces each individual
choice to act peacefully with regard to disagrecments,

While the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) has strongly supported
your commendable efforts to help end gun violence through legislative means, we envision the
event as one that will not involve the sometimes divisive issue of politics, A bipartisan
contingent of U.S. Senators already supports the Day of Natlonal Concern initiative. We hope
many of them will attend the White House event in order to send a strong and unlfied message
about the importance of self-motivated, non-violent aetion. It s our hope that the event wili
create a groundswell of interest, encouraging other young people around the nation to take the

Pledge,

“Youngstcrs who are intimidated and fearful cannot be at case; they cannot give education the
Singlesmindcd attention nceded for success.” This statemnent appoars in the NASSP school reforin
publication Breaking Ranks: Changing an American Institution. We balicve the Pledge brings us
one step closer 1o easing students’ fears, and helps to create more effective learning environments
for our children. I thank you for your tircless efforts on behalf of the nation’s students and hope
you agree that a White House event would be an excellent extension of your work to end gun
viclence in the Unitad States. :

Sincerely, ./

—

Gerald N. Tlrozz}’Ph.D,
Executive Director
g

| promoting excellence in school leadership | :

K sr s :.c -
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7= AMERICAN
%EEDERAJHON (OF o .

July 31, 2000

The Honerable Bill Clinton
President of the Unijted States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President;

The American Federation of Teachers is an active coalition partner in the Day of National
(Concern About Young People and Gun Violence. We believe that it is important for the AFT to
support the cfforts of the coalition and to support our members' participation in the Day of
National Concern through their local unions.

Ready access to guns and gun violence are of great concern to the leaders and members
of our organization. That is why our mernbers have encouraged students to participate since the
evenl's inception. And, itis why we are jn favor of a White House event to honor those students
Who have taken part in the Dey of National Concemn. Such an event would give a tremendous
Eoost to the coalition’s efforts to encourage all students to sign the pledge and participate in this
ycar's Day of National Concern,

We will continue to support the efforts of the coalition and, through our local affiliates,
encaurage school districts to promote and participate in this important campaign. We would
welcome and encourage your participation in an event (o launch this year's program.

Sincerely,

dudra.
andra Feldman
President

SFTM/1s
opciuzaf]l<io
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Richard M. Daley Daepantment of Police - City of Chlzage ' Terry G. Hillard
Mayor 3310 South Michlgan Avenuc - Chicago. llfinais 60663 Superintendent o! Palice

August 4, 2000

Dear Chief of Police:

I am writing to you and enclosing information on an important national observance, one that I urge you to publicize in your
own city. Since 1996, the United States Senate has passed a bipartisan Scnate Resolution calling for a National Day of
Concern about Young Pcople and Gun Violence. In support of this, students across the country, in cooperation with Jaw
enforcement, were given the opportunity 1o make & voluntary promise that they “will never bring a gun to school, never use
a gun to settle a dispute and use their influence with friends to keep them from using guns to settle isputes.”

In the wake of the tragic school shootings in Littleton, Colorade; Springficld, Oregon; and Jonesboro, Arkansas, people are
locking for constructive ways to address the jssues of young people and guns. As Superintendent of the Chicago Police
Department, I believe that observing the National Day of Concern about Young People and Gun Violence provides an
effective vohicle for leaders, educators and law enfarcement to work together to assitre that our schools remain a safe and
productive environment conducive 1o teaching and leatning.

Let me take the opportunity to tell you about Chicago’s inltiative on the Day of National Conicern hold last ycar, The
Chicago Palice Department, in coordination with the Chicago Baard of Education, the Archdiocesan Schools and Lutheran
Schojﬁs- rovided aver 800,000 students the opportunity to sign the Student Pledge. Additionally, WBBM-FM Radio (B-
96) pravided an hour Jong live discussion about handgun violence. This Pycarl had the pleasure of leading all the students
in saying the Pledge. Richard M. Daley, Mayor of the City of Chicago, Paul Vallas, Chicf Bxecutive Officer of Chicago
Public $chools, Senator Dick Durbin, Jim Ryan, Attorney General of the State of Illinois, and Dick Devine, Cook County
State’s Attorney also participated in the program. The coordinated efforts of the Chicago Police Dopartment, the Board of
Educerion and the participation of ¢ity leaders identified Chicago as the national madel for the Jast four years. Chicago has

been uniquc among participating cities in that law enforccment has taken the lead in coordinating these efforts to ensure
student safety.

This yenr’s Student Pledge is to be held on October 17,2000. It is my hope that all of the major cities acrass the nation
will joir Chicago’s effort in a collaboration between law enforcement and education, I believe that because of our position
and leadership in government as well as our commitment to prevent gun violence in schools, we have the unique
opportuity and ability to motivate law enforcemcnt throughout the nation to partner with their respective school districts.

Enclosed is a package of materials concerning the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence. T believe that observing the “Day
of National Concern™ brings the issues of youth and gun violence to the forefront, thereby fostering awareness, discussion.
and hopefulty, pro-active measures by schools, law enforcement, parents and youth to prevent future gun violence.

Should vou need additional information, please contact Commander Roberta M. Bartik, Youth Investigations Group at
(312) 745-6005 or Fax (312) 745-6832.

Sincerely, -
’-'f-;—__:h—‘\‘ <L

\%.&Wﬁ)—
Terry BN lard

Superigendgnt of Palice

Emergency;: 5-1-1 « Non-Emergency: (Within City limits} 3-1-1 - Non-Emergency; (Outside City limits) 312-746-8000
TTY: 312-746-8715 « E-mail: police @ci.chifl.us » Webasita: wweow,ci.chi,il.us/CAPS
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September 13, 2000

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Re: The Annual Student Pledge Against Gun Violence
Dear President Clinton:

Long before the tragedy at Columbine High School, Mary Lewis Grow,
of Northfield, Minnesota, was working to curb school violence. The
initiative she started, called the Student Pledge Against Gun
Vicolence, has steadily gained national momentum, resulting in more
than 2,000,000 high school students signing the pledge last year
alone.

This year the Student Pledge and corresponding day of national
concern will take place on October 17. On that day, students in
public and private schools across the country will stand together
and pledge (1) never to carry a gun to school; (2) never to resolve
a dispute with a gun; and (3) always use their influence to keep
friends from resolving disputes with gung. Ms. Grow is hoping to
registexr close to 3,000,000 Student Pledge signatures nationwide
this year!

Here in Minnesota, the home of the Student Pledge, students are
planning a variety of events. In Minneapolis, Mary Lewis Grow will
partner with our office and a number of other groups to help the
students at DeLaSalle High School host a Student Pledge program on
October 17 that will feature health care professionals and young
people who have personally experienced gun violence.

As a preview for this event, as well as other Student Pledge events
taking place nationwide on October 17, this office and the
individuals and organizations named in the enclosed letters,
regpectfully request that you consider hosting a brief Student
Pledge kick-off event at the White House in late September or early
October. Ag the enclosed letters indicate, Senator Murray, as well
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as people from a variety of education organizations, would be happy
to participate in such an event. And, of course, our office would
do whatever it could to assist.

A White House Student Pledge kick-off event could feature young
people who have been affected by gqun violence and could culminate
with remarks from you, which could be taped and made available for
the replay at October 17 Student Pledge activities in schools
across the country. Even a few words from you would mean so much to
young people in Minnesota and elsewhere, who, through the pledge,
are realizing their collective ability to reverse the violence that
has affected far too many of this country’s youth.

If you are interested in a White House event and would like more
information about the Student Pledge initiative, please have your
staff contact Jeanne Cooney, of this office, at (612) 664-5611. Or,
if you are unable to host such an event at this time but would like
to make taped remarks for use in various October 17 Student Pledge
activities around the country, please have your staff let Jeanne
Cooney know that too.

The Student Pledge is endorsed by the American Federation of
Teachers, the American Association of School Administrators, the
American Medical Association, the National Council of Churches, the
United States Congress, as well as your own office. All of us
involved in the Student Pledge initiative thank you for your
support and consideration,

Sincerely,
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+ PATTY MUBRRAY COMMITTEES;
WASHINGTON APPROPRIATIONS
BUDGET

. HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR

Mnited States Senate T oot

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4704

August 14, 2000

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to encourage you to host an event in September to promote the Student Pledge
Against Gun Violence. Student, Members of Congress, and representatives from the American
Federation of Teachers, National Association of Student Councils, National School Boards
Association, National PTA, and the National Association of Secondary School Principals want to
present the Pledge to you and use this event to launch their efforts to get millions of more young
people to sign the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence this year.

Last year, over 2 million young people signed a voluntary pledge promising never to bring a gun
to school or use a gun to settle a dispute, and to use their influence to discourage peers from
resolving problems with guns.

For the last four years, the U.S. Senate has unanimously passed a resolution, for which I’ve been
the chief sponsor during three of those four years. This resolution calls on the country to observe
a Day of National Concemn about Young People and Gun Violence and asks that the Student
Pledge be distributed on that day as a means of underscoring the collective power of young
people’s individual decisions to end gun violence. For each of the last four years, you have
reinforced the message of the Sepate Resolution by issuing a Presidential Proclamation. This year
I have again submitted the Resolution along with Senator Warner and 31 other Senators and I
expect it to pass unanimously once again It names October 17, 2000, as this year’s Day of
National Concern about Young People and Gun Violence.

The premise behind the distribution of a common contract on a common day is that through their
own life-saving decisions and actions, young people themselves — one by one and collectively by
the millions - can dramatically reduce their risk of gun violence. Young people in particular are
more likely to believe in the impact of their actions and decisions if they see them as part of a
large concerted effort. A collective promise suggests power and a real potential for significant
change.

It would be appropriate to have an event at the White House this year to celebrate the over 2
million young people who took the Pledge in 1999 and to call out to even more young people to
take the Pledge.
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A September date will be the most effective. It is the start of a new school year, and it will also
give schools and communities time to build towards the observance. Too often young people are
talked to as if they are a problem to be solved. A White House event in September will provide a
wonderful opportunity to acknowledge them as important partners in the task of creating a safer
future. Your encouragement, in particular, will illustrate to them that they matter and that their
voices and commitments are honored at the highest level of the country.

[ encourage you to host this event in September to roll out this year’s Pledge and to celebrate the
successes we’ve had in the past. I hope we can find time in our schedules to do this important
event.

ly,

atty a
United States Senator

Attached: Letters from:

The American Federation of Teachers

The National Association of Secondary School Principals
The National Parent and Teachers Association

The National School Boards Association
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STUDENT COUNCILS
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DEPARTMENT OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES

Board Member’s Address:

August 14, 2000

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am sure that you remember the tragedy that occurred in your home state of Arkansas in March 1998, when
two middle school students gunned down their fellow classmates in Jonesboro.

It was inconceivable that middle school students could be capable of this dastardly act yet they got the guns and
did the deed. More school shootings followed that spring. When Mary Lewis Grow, the founder of the Student
Pledge Against Gun Violence called our offices that May looking for the support and assistance of the National
Association of Student Councils (NASC), it was evident that we needed to be involved. The NASC Executive
Board unanimously voted to support the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence.

It is not metal detectors, school administrators, teachers or police that will solve this problem. It rests with
young people themselves. They must learn to be more tolerant of those who are different than they are and be

more inclusive. Student council leaders must be part of the solution and get their peers involved in solving this
great problem of youth violence.

NASC helped the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence obtain more than two million signed pledges from
students last year on the Day of National Concern in October. This year we ask your help in this cause by
sponsoring an event at the White House in September to call attention to this problem and to highlight this
year’s Day of National Concern on October 17, 2000.

We know that this issue is one of great concern to you. Please join with students nationwide to support this
effort.

Sincerely,

P Moo (taire Dorar
Rocco Marano, Claire Doran
Director of Student Activities Student Co-Chair

& Secretary to the NASC Executive Board NASC Executive Board

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: NASC ¢/0 NASSP Deparinent of Student Activities, 1904 Association Dr, Reston. VA 20191
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National Headquarters Washington DC Office
330 N. Wabash Ave., Suite 2100 1090 Vermont Ave. NW, Suite 1200
Chicago, IL 60611-3690 Washington, DC 20005-4305
(312) 670-6782 (202) 289-6790
(800Q) 307-4PTA (4782) (888) 4-ALL-KDS (425-5537)
Fax: (312) 670-6783 Fax: (202) 289-6791
E-mail: info@ pta.org E-mail: info@pta.org
AUQUSt 14, 2000 Website: www.pta.org Website: www.pta.org

President William Clinton

White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500-0001

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for providing leadership on the important topic of protecting children
and youth from gun violerice. The 6.5 million member National PTA joins Senator
Murray, parents, and students in asking you to continue this important work and
host the September 2000 launch of the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence
drive,

Due to the tremendous impact on the health and well-being of children and
youth, gun violence is a serious public health issue, which requires the
enactment of various prevention strategies. National PTA supports federal
legislation that promotes the use of gun safety locks, restricts Intemet gun sales,
enforces federal and state minimum age requirements for handgun purchases,
and establishes or expands awareness programs that educate parents, children,
youth and community members about firearm safety.

This event will let America’s youth know that millions of citizens across the nation
care about their health and well-being. Your participation in this event will aiso
signal a federal commitment to ending gun violence. Thank you again for making
an important difference in the lives of all children. We hope that you will be
actively involved in this year's event.

Sincerely,
Gt b2

Ginny Markell
President
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

Robert E Chase, President 1201 16th Street, N'W.
Reg Weaver, Vice President Washington, D.C. 20036-3290
Dennis Van Roehel, Secretary-Treasurer :

612 664 57365 P.u8/13

Don Cameron, Executive Director

Executive Office
August 10, 2000

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

On behalf of the National Education Association's (NEA) 2.5 million members, we urge you to support
efforts to curb youth gun violence by hosting a bipartisan White House event this September
publicizing the October 17® Day of National Concern about Young People and Gun Violence. The
ceremony would recognize the more than 2,000,000 young people who have already signed the Pledge
against Gun Violence and would help encourage millions more youth to take the Pledge.

The members of the National Education Association are deeply concerned about the gun violence that
threatens our students, our schools, and our communities. By signing the Pledge, students promise
never to bring a gun to school or to use a gun to settle a dispute and to influence their friends to do the
same. We believe this voluntary student pledge offers a wonderful vehicle for students to take
affirmative, self-motivated steps to end the violence.

A bipartisan contingent of United States Senators already supports the Day of National Concern
initiative. We hope many of these Senators and other elected officials will attend the White House
event to send a strong, unified message against gun violence.

We thank you for your unwavering commitment to ending the senseless gun violence that has claimed

too many innocent lives. We look forward to continuing to work with you on this critical issue and to
joining with you to support the Day of National Concern about Young People and Gun Violence.

Sincerely,

Tab U

Bob Chase
President

oD
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1904 Association Drive NATIONAL ASSOCIATION @
Reston, VA 20191:1537 SECONDARY SCHOOL =

onse20 PRINCIPALS

{fax) 703.476.5432
www,principals.org August 8, 2000

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Though the number of violent incidents in schools continues to decrease and classrooms remain
one of the safest places for students, there is no denying that gun violence is 2 national epidemic
that negatively impacts the lives of many children and youth. That is why over 2,000,000 young
people have signed the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence. We urge you to support these
commitments by hosting a bipartisan White House event in September, to publicize this year’s
October 17 Day of National Concern about Young People and Gun Violence and to launch this
year’s national Pledge drive.

By signing the Pledge, each student promises to never bring a gun to school, to never use a gun to
settle a dispute, and to use influence with friends in order to keep them from using guns to settle
disputes. I can think of no better tool for ending youth violence than the self-motivated,
responsible approach offered by this action. Middle and high school students are especially
influenced by friends and colleagucs, and the Pledge supports and reinforces each individual
choice to act peacefully with regard to disagreements.

While the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) has strongly supported
your commendable efforts to help end gun violence through legislative means, we envision the
event as one that will not involve the sometimes divisive issue of politics. A bipartisan
contingent of U.S. Senators already supports the Day of National Concern initiative. We hope
many of them will attend the White House event in order to send a strong and unified message
about the importance of self-motivated, non-violent action. It is our hope that the event will
create a groundswell of interest, encouraging other young people around the nation to take the
Pledge.

"Youngsters who are intimidated and fearful cannot be at ease; they cannot give education the
single-minded attention needed for success." This statement appears in the NASSP school reform
publication Breaking Ranks: Changing an American Institution. We believe the Pledge brings us
one step closer to easing students’ fears, and helps to create more eff:<tive leamning environments
for our children. I thank you for your tireless efforts on behalf of the nation’s students and hope
you agree that 2 White House event would be an excellent extension of your work to end gun
violence in the United States.

Sincerely, /

Gerald N. Tfrozzt/Ph.D. .

Executive Director
swd

promoting excellence in school leadership
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NSBA-

August 3, 2000

Excellence and Equity
The President in Public Education
The White House ' through School Board
Washington, DC o ' Leadership

Dear Mr. President:

On March 30, 2000, the Board of Directors of the National School Boards
Association unanimously endorsed the Day of National Concern about Young People and
Gun Violence. As an organization dedicated to bettering the lives and education of our
children, NSBA believes the voluntary student pledge is a wonderful approach since, in
the final analysis, it is going to be students themselves who will be the main force in
eliminating gun violence. '

NSBA will encourage local school boards across the nation to participate in the
October 17, 2000 Day of National Concern. We beljeve that holding a September pre-
celebration event at the White House would greatly increase the visibility of this worthy
effort. To that end, NSBA supports the proposal from Senator Patty Murray and her
colleagues and ask you to give it your full consideration.

Sincerely,

Gore Lrin

Anne L. Bryant
Executive Director

ALB: mw

National School Boards Association
1680 Duke Street » Alexandria. Virginia 22314-3493 = (703) 833-NSBA » FAX: (703) 683-7590 ® http://www.nsba.org
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I T AMERICAN SIS e
FEDERATION OF
TEACHERS i

July 31, 2000

The Honorable Bill Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The American Federation of Teachers is an active coalition partner in the Day of National
Concern About Young People and Gun Violence. We believe that it is important for the AFT to
support the efforts of the coalition and to support our members' participation in the Day of
National Concern through their local unions.

Ready access to guns and gun violence are of great concern to the leaders and members
of our organization. That is why our members have encouraged students to participate since the
event's inception. And, it is why we are in favor of a White House event to honor those students
who have taken part in the Day of National Concern. Such an event would give a tremendous
boost to the coalition's efforts to encourage all students to sign the pledge and participate in this
year's Day of National Concern.

We will continue to support the efforts of the coalition and, through our local affiliates,
encourage school districts to promote and participate in this important campaign. We would
welcome and encourage your participation in an event to launch this year’s program.

Sincerely,

andra Feldman
President
SF/TM/ls

opeiu2afl<cio
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
Robert E Chase, Presidens 1201 16th Street, N.W.
Reg Weaver, Vice President Washington, D.C. 20036-3290
Dennis Van Roekel, Secretary-Treasurer :
Don Camcron, Executive Director
Execunive Office

August 10, 2000

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

On behalf of the National Education Association’s (NEA) 2.5 million members, we urge you to support
efforts to curb youth gun violence by hosting a bipartisan White House event this September
publicizing the October 17" Day of National Concern about Young People and Gun Violence. The
ceremony would recognize the more than 2,000,000 young people who have already signed the Pledge
against Gun Violence and would help encourage millions more youth to take the Pledge. '

The members of the National Education Association are deeply concerned about the gun violence that
threatens our students, our schools, and our communities. By signing the Pledge, students promise
never to bring a gun to school or to use a gun to settle a dispute and to influence their friends to do the
same. We believe this voluntary student pledge offers a wonderful vehicle for students to take
affirmative, self-motivated steps to end the violence.

A bipartisan contingent of United States Senators already supports the Day of National Concern
initiative. We hope many of these Senators and other elected officials will attend the White House
event to send a strong, unified message against gun violence.

We thank you for your unwavering commitment to ending the senseless gun violence that has claimed
100 many innocent lives. We look forward to continuing to work with you on this critical issue and to
joining with you to support the Day of National Concern about Young People and Gun Violence.

Sincerely,

Toab U

Bob Chase
President
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Richard M. Daley Department of Police * City of Chicago - Terry G. Hillard
Mayor 3510 South Michigan Avenue ¢ Chicago, lllinois 60653 Superintendent of Police

August 4, 2000

Dear Chief of Police:

I am writing to you and enclosing information on an important national observance, one that [ urge you to publicize in your
own city. Since 1996, the United States Senate has passed a bipartisan Senate Resolution calling for a National Day of
Concern about Young People and Gun Violence. In support of this, students across the country, in cooperation with law
enforcement, were given the opportunity to make a voluntary promise that they “will never bring a gun to school, never use
a gun to settle a dispute and use their influence with friends to keep them from using guns to settle disputes.”

In the wake of the tragic school shootings in Littleton, Colorado; Springfield, Oregon; and Jonesboro, Arkansas, people are
looking for constructive ways to address the issues of young people and guns. As Superintendent of the Chicago Police
Department, | believe that observing the National Day of Concern about Young People and Gun Violence provides an
effective vehicle for leaders, educators and law enforcement to work together to assure that our schools remain a safe and
productive environment conducive to teaching and leaming.

Let me take the opportunity to tell vou about Chicago’s initiative on the Day of National Concern held last year. The
Chicago Police Department, in coordination with the Chicago Board of Education, the Archdiocesan Schools and Lutheran
Schools provided over 800,000 students the opportunity to sign the Student Pledge. Additionally, WBBM-FM Radio (B-
96) provided an hour long live discussion about handgun violence. This year I had the pleasure of leading all the students
in saying the Pledge. Richard M. Daley, Mayor of the City of Chicago, Paul Vallas, Chief Executive Officer of Chicago
Public Schools, Senator Dick Durbin, Jim Ryan, Attorney General of the State of [llinois, and Dick Devine, Cook County
State’s Attorney also participated in the program. The coordinated efforts of the Chicago Police Department, the Board of
Education and the participation of city leaders identified Chicago as the national model for the last four years. Chicago has
been unique among participating cities in that law enforcement has taken the lead in coordinating these efforts to ensure
student safety.

This year’s Student Pledge is to be held on October 17, 2000. It is my hope that law enforcement throughout the State of
[linois will join Chicago’s effort in a collaboration between law enforcement and education. [ believe that because of our
position and leadership in government as well as our commitment to prevent gun violence in schools, we have the unique

opportunity and ability to motivate law enforcement to partner with their respective school districts.

Enclosed is a package of materials concerning the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence. 1 believe that observing the “Day
of National Concern” brings the issues of youth and gun violence to the forefront, thereby fostering awareness, discussion,
and hopefully, pro-active measures by schools, law enforcement, parents and youth to prevent future gun violence.

Should you need additional information, please contact Commander Roberta M. Bartik, Youth Investigations Group at
(312) 745-6005 or Fax (312) 745-6832.

Sincerely,

Terry §. Njllard
Superint nt of Police

Emergency: 9-1-1 * Non-Emergency: (Within City limits) 3-1-1 * Non-Emergency: (Outside City limits) 312-746-6000
TTY: 312-746-9715 + E-mall: police@ci.chi.l.us » Website: www.ci.chi.il.us/CAPS

TOTAL P.13
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John D. Podesta / CC b‘}ep\/\aﬂ \Q S)IYQQH’
Chief of Staff to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500
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Re: Invitation from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standard unch

November 27 or 28, 2000 M
Dear John: \l’(/

I've attached an article from this morning's Washington Post about the Natlonal Board for @
Professional Teaching Standards.

As we discussed last month, the National Board has invited the President to be the first recipient
of the James A. Kelly Award for Advancing Accomplished Teaching. A copy of the original letter is attached.

After you saw the original invitation, you referred it to the Domestic Policy staff. Sally
Mernissi, of the National Board, has discussed this invitation with both Barbara Chow, and with David Lussier,
a White House Fellow, who seems to be the point person for education issues right now.

As I understand it, the President chose to accept the award at a lunch on either November 27 or
28, here in Washington. The National Board has reserved the National Press Club for both days. At the
moment, the National Board is awaiting confirmation on one date or the other. Anything you can do to help
them pin down the right day would be deeply appreciated, so that they can get announcements and invitations
out to the teachers who will make up the bulk of the audience.

Thanks in advance for your help. I'll hope to see you at the lunch, if not before.

Sincerely,

ko

W. Michael House

Partner
WMH/gpa
Enclosures
cc: Betty Castor, National Board for Professional Teaching Standards
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President William J. Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

The International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) is comprised of over 18,000 top police
executives in the United States, Canada and worldwide. Each year over 7,000 of our members and their
distinguished guests gather together for a working conference that addresses the major issues facing law
enforcement in the world today.

Recognized as the world's largest law enforcement conference, IACP is proud to be hosted in 2000 by the
San Diego Police and Sheriffs Departments. It will be held over the dates of November 11-15, 2000.

Two of the most important elements of our conference are the General Assemblies held Monday and
Tuesday, wherein top government and law enforcement officials address the IACP membership
concerning timely issues in law enforcement. These forums offer an excellent opportunity to present
personal views on law enforcement to those individuals dlrectly responsible for their community's law
enforcement needs.

On behalf of the IACP Board of Officers, I would like to extend an invitation for you to address our
membershlp at either the First General Assembly,.Monday,. November 13, or the Second General
Assembly,‘_T uesday, November 14, 1999... Both assemblies are scheduled to take ‘place 10:00 a.m. 6’
“11:30 a.m.

ot Gt

The IACP would be honored to have you participate in the 107th Annual Conference. We sincerely
hope your busy schedule will allow your acceptance of this invitation, and look forward to a favorable
response at your earliest possible convenience.

Sincerely,

ihilb s

M1chae1 D. Robinson
President . JUN

B qryunc
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HOGAN & HARTSON
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John D. Podesta Q.
Chief of Staff to the President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: James A. Kelly Award for Advancing Accomplished Teaching
Dear John:
1 am delighted to pass on to you a letter from our olient, the National Board faor

Professional Teaching Standards, which invites the President to accept the first James A. Kelly Award for
Advancing Accomplished Teaching.

The Netional Board's decision was reached with great enthusiasm and appreciation for
the important role the President has played in fostering exoellence in teaching during his two terms in the
White House, and during his tenure as Governor of Arkansas.

As you can 8ce by the attached letter, the National Board is willing to accommodate his
schedule in making this presentation.

Plcasc let me knoW if you need additional information. We look forward to hearing from

you soor.
Sincerely,
Governmental Affairs Advisor
NLG/sra
Enclosure

cc: W, Michael House, Hogan & Hartson, LLP
Betty Castor, Nationa) Board for Professional Teaching Standards

\\ADC - 6204812 - #1 171026 V1 N pAnts® e
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September 12,2000

The President
william Jefferson Clinton
The White House

Dear Mr. President.

It is with a distinct honor and pleasure {hat we write you today on pehalf of the
Members of the Board of Directors of the National Boatd for Professional
Teaching Standards t0 tell you that you have been chosen to be the first recipient
of the James O, ©E Award for. 08 anoing AecOmp ighed Teaching. This
award was € cated last year upon the tetirement from the NBPTS of our founding
President, James A, Kelly. We jntend t0 award {t pedodica\\y to an individual ot
an organization who provides clear, consistent and convincing evidence of their
ability to foster Mr, Kelly's legacy of accomplished teaching.

You are the indisputable choice to be the first vecipient of this award for there is
no one in public or private lifc who has shown more commitment to promoting
high standards for teachers and learning and specifically 0 promoting the growth

and acceptance of National Board Centification for America's teachers.

We would like to present this award to you in a setting that would showcase our
commitment to you and the significance® of the award. We offer three options
hoping that on® will fit in your ochedule. The first would be the ocoasion of the
Fourth Aunnual Mesting of the nation’s National Board Centificd Teachers, whioh
will be held in Orlando, Florida this October 20, 21 and 22, 2000. We expect a0
atendance of from 500 to 700 National Board Certified Teachers at this meeting.
The second event would be out next NBPTS Board of Directors meeting to be
held in Cincinnati, Ohio, February 23.25, 2001. The third option would be a
dinnor o Juncheon in Washington, D.C. soheduled on @ mutually gonvenient date.

- We hope you perceive this award in the spiritin which it is offered ~ our highest
compliment — and that we can award it to you persona\ly in the very near future.

With our best wishes,

sincerely,

LMoy

Barbara B. Kelley,
Chair
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NBPTS Schedule Request:

The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards has invited President Clinton to attend
their annual meeting in Orlando, FL (Oct. 20-22) to receive the James A. Kelly Award for
Advancing Accomplished Teaching in recognition of his support for the National Board both as
Governor and as President (He mentioned NBPTS certification in his state of the union addresses
in 1997 and 1998.) This is the first time this award has been given.

What is NBPTS?

NBPTS is a nonprofit organization governed by a 63-member board of directors, a majority of
whom are classroom teachers, that established high and rigorous standards for what
accomplished teachers should know and be able to do. The National Board continues to develop
and operate a national voluntary system to assess and certify teachers who meet those standards.
During the 1999-2000 school year, a record 9,506 teachers sought NBPTS certification and will
receive their results at the end of November. Today, there are 4,804 National Board Certified
Teachers in the United States.

What is the Award?

The James A. Kelly award is named after the founding President of the NBPTS who retired from
his position at the end of 1999. It will be given periodically in the future to an individual or
organization who provides clear, consistent and convincing evidence of their ability to foster Mr.
Kelly’s legacy of accomplished teaching. President Clinton has been selected to be the first
recipient of this award because of his commitment to promoting both high standards for teachers
and the growth and acceptance of National Board Certification for America’s teachers.

Why should the President Attend?

This event would be an excellent opportunity for President Clinton to be publicly recognized for
his efforts to improve teacher quality and meet his goal of placing a talented, dedicated, and
well-prepared teacher in every classroom in the country. Secretary of Education Richard Riley
will also be in attendance at this meeting along with 500-700 National Board Teachers. If this
date cannot work for the President, NBPTS has also offered two alternative dates to present this
award. The first is the NBPTS Board of Directors meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio, February 23-25,
2001. The second would be a dinner or luncheon in Washington, DC scheduled at a time
convenient for the President.



100 West Clarendon. Suite 2200
Phoenix. Arizona 85013-3518
800-722-WISH

602-279-WISH

FAX: 602-279-0855

February 1, 2000

Ms. Karin Kullman

Director of Communications and Events
Office of the Domestic Policy Council
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Kullman,

This year will be very historic for the Make-A-Wish Foundation® as the Foundation
marks it 20th birthday and the granting of 80,000 wishes to children fighting life-
threatening and terminal illnesses. Throughout the year, we will hold a series of
celebrations and commemorations to honor the special children we serve and to
thank all of those supporters who have given so much of themselves to make each
wish a reality.

The premier event celebrating these remarkable milestones will occur on October
20, 2000 when we hold our annual black-tie gala featuring celebrity appearances,
Make-A-Wish® volunteers from around the world, executives from top corporate
sponsors, dedicated staff members, and of course children who have benefited from
the Foundation's efforts. On this magical night, we will honor the very best of our
supporters before this global gathering of approximately 700 people.

The theme of this year's gala will be "Hail to the Chiefs," a tribute to the Presidents
of the United States who have granted so many children's wishes since 1980. We
would be honored if President Clinton would appear in person to accept the 2000
Christopher James Greicius Award for Excellence in Wish Granting on behalf of
himself and Presidents Bush and Reagan. His acceptance of this award would serve
as the focal point of this truly inspiring evening featuring wish children and the
generous supporters who donate their time, money and humanity to the cause of
wish granting.

Since the Make-A-Wish Foundation was founded in 1980, Presidents Clinton, Bush
and Reagan have given kindly of themselves to provide our wish children a one-of-a-
kind, inspiring experience. President Clinton has been very generous with his time
— making the children he has met feel like they are the most important and most
special people in the world.



Make-A-Wish - Page 2

The black-tie gala will feature wish children telling their stories of triumph, and
tributes to celebrity wish-grantors and top corporate supporters. Awards for wish-
granting excellence and outstanding corporate sponsorship are presented by actual
wish children. The highlight of the evening will be the presentation of the
Christopher James Greicius Award, presumably to President Clinton. The award is
named for Chris Greicius (pronounced "gracious"), whose wish to be an Arizona
state trooper inspired the creation of the Make-A-Wish Foundation in 1980.
Preceding the presentation of the award to President Clinton, a video tribute to
White House wishes will be played. The tribute will include the wish-granting
efforts of former presidents Bush and Reagan, but will emphasize President
Clinton's efforts.

The gala will occur on the evening of Friday, October 20, 2000 at the Pointe Hilton
at Squaw Peak Resort in Phoenix. The award will be presented to President
Clinton by a child who wished to meet him and the President will be invited to
make remarks.

The Make-A-Wish Foundation is truly an American phenomenon. It’s about people,
both famous and not-so-famous, coming together in communities all over this great
nation for one purpose: To bring happiness to children fighting life-threatening and
terminal illnesses by giving each and every one of these children something positive
to think about besides the daily medical agonies that overpower their lives. As our
Foundation marks its 20th birthday we take pride in knowing that our volunteers
and supporters make a difference in this country every single day and we make that
difference one child at a time and one wish at a time.

On behalf of the nearly 80,000 children who have benefited from the Make-A-Wish
Foundation's special efforts, I would appreciate your assistance in formally inviting
President Clinton to join this momentous occasion. If we can provide you with
additional information, please contact Mr. Ralph A. Nappi, Jr., President, Make-A-
Wish Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc. at (301) 962-9474. Thank you very much
for your time.

Sincerely,

Vth i bigm

Paula Van Ness
President and CEO

cc: Mr. Ralph A. Nappi, Jr., Make-A-Wish Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc.
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TO: Anna Richter (7,74, G50%)

FROM: Carrie Street
Presidential Scheduling
184 OEOB/456-5487

DATE: 08/01/00

# ATTACHED: 1 request

x_Please advise on __For your information ___For your action

" how to respond

___As you requested ___Please call me regarding ___ Please prepare

the attached

response per
instructions below

___ For your approval ___For Surrogate __Please prepare
Consideration ' Scheduling
Proposal
COMMENTS:

Please comment on the attached request from Michael Robinson inviting the President to address
the International Association of Chiefs of Police's meeting on November 13-14, 2000 in San
Diego, California. Please let me know if you will be submitting a scheduling proposal.
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President Third Vice President International Vice President Division of State and Provincial Police
Michael D. Robinson Joseph Samuels, Jr. Christer Ekberg General Chair
Director Chief of Police Director James McMahon
Michigan State Police Richmond, CA Swedish National Criminal Superintendent
East Lansing, M| Fourth Vice President Intelligence Service New York State Police
Immediate Past President Joseph M. Polisar Stockholm, Sweden Abamy, NY
Ronald S. Neubauer Chief of Police Treasurer Parliamentarian
Chiet of Police Garden Grove, CA Donald G. Pierce Donald O. Chesworth, Esq.
St. Peters, MO Fith Vics Prasident Chief of Police Harris, Chesworth & O'Brien
. " ice Presi ;
International Association of First Vice President Joseph G. Extey Boise, ID Rochester, NY
Chiefs of Police (B:ruoe D. p((5>Iass»oock Chief of Police Division of State Associations EXGQUIﬁ’\;e '[q)irectg?
. hief of Police Hartford Police Department of Chiefs of Police aniel N. Rosenblatt

515 North Washington Street Plano, TX White River Juncﬁg: VT General Chair Alexandria, VA

Alexandria, VA 22314-2357 William P. Nolan

Phone: 703-836-6767: 1-800-THE IACP Second Vice President Sixth Vice President Chief of Police Deputy Executive Director/

Fax: 703-836-4543 Wiliam B. Berger Mary Ann Viverette North Little Rock, AR Chief of Staff .

Cable Address: IACPOLICE Chief of Police Chief of Police Eugene R. Cromartie

Web address: www.theiacp.org

North Miami Beach, FL

Gaithersburg, MD

Alexandria, VA

May 24, 2000

President William J. Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

AN 00 AN
*¥4]18431%*

Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear President Clinton:

The International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) is comprised of over 18,000 top police
executives in the United States, Canada and worldwide. Each year over 7,000 of our members and their
distinguished guests gather together for a working conference that addresses the major issues facing law
enforcement in the world today.

Recognized as the world's largest law enforcement conference, IACP is proud to be hosted in 2000 by the
San Diego Police and Sheriffs Departments. It will be held over the dates of November 11-15, 2000.

Two of the most important elements of our conference are the General Assemblies held Monday and
Tuesday, wherein top government and law enforcement officials address the IACP membership
concerning timely issues in law enforcement. These forums offer an excellent opportunity to present
personal views on law enforcement to those individuals d1rect1y responsible for their community's law
enforcement needs. g

membershlp at either the First General Assembly,, Monday, November 13, or the Second General
" Assembly, Tuesday, November 14, 1999_._1 Both assemblies are scheduled to take p ‘place 10:00 am. to~
11:30 am.

The IACP would be honored to have you participate in the 107th Annual Conference. We sincerely
hope your busy schedule will allow your acceptance of this invitation, and look forward to a favorable
response at your earliest possible convenience.

vrt—

Sincerely,

lihoid b

Michael D. Robinson
President JUN

P.owivars
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The White House
Presidential Scheduling
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TO: \Ama Richter DATE: 08/28/00
Christine Stanek

FROM: Carrie Street # ATTACHED: 1 request
Presidential Scheduling
184 OEOB/456-5487

X Please advise on x_ For your information ___For your action
how to respond

___As you requested ___Please call me regarding ___ Please prepare
the attached response per
instructions below

___For your approval ___For Surrogate __Please prepare
Consideration Scheduling
Proposal
COMMENTS:

Please comment on the attached request for the President to attend the Village Foundation's
Literacy Summit on October 11-12, 2000 in Washington, DC. (I have forwarded a copy to
Correspondence for handling of the honorary chair request.)



VILLACE FOUNDATION

Repairing the Breach

Ambassador Andrew J., Young, Co-Chairman * Dr. George Ayers, Co-Chairman
Dr. Bobby William Austin, President and CEQ

August 18, 2000

Mr. Bob Nash

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20500-0004

Dear Bob:

This letter is written to solicit your assistance.in.encouraging:our.President;-The...
Honorable Bill Clinton,.to.serve.as the. Honorary Chair of our Literacy Summit which
will be held on October 11 and 12, in Washington, D. C.

The Village Foundation received a grant from the U. S. Department of Labor and the

W K. Kellogg Corporation to Launch a National Literacy Campaign. In addition to the
Secretary of Labor, the Campaign is co-chaired by Stedman Graham, Chairman of the
Leadership Institute of Chicago, Robert J. Brown, Chairman of B&C Associates of North
Carolina, and myself.

The Campaign kicks off a three-year initiative which focuses on literacy as the keystone
to education, technology and new job skills, and on health and wellness issues. It will
encourage the African American Community to become involved in enhancing literacy
among African-American men and boys. While our focus is on African-American men
and boys, the literacy campaign is for everyone. The Village Foundation has secured
local organizations and institutions as Literacy Partners, to heighten community
awareness to the need for literacy intervention and to encourage volunteerism. As well,
educational leaders, major sports and entertainment figures, and national and business
leaders will join us in kicking off this momentous occasion.

It would be an honor to have the President make a cameo appearance at the Summit.
However, in the event that this is not a viable option, his endorsement of the initiative and
the use of his name on our stationery as Honorary Chairman will provide us with just as
much excitement and enthusiasm. I watched his speech at the Democratic Convention,

1600 Duke Street - Suite 700 * Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703/548-3200 * 703/548-5296 (fax) * 1-888-326-3089 (Toll Free) .
www.viflagefoundation.org



Mr. Bob Nash e
August 18, 2000
Page 2

and it was masterful! His remarks, his delivery, and his timing were so perfect. He will
certainly go down in the books as a President who contributed to the annals of history.

Bob, as you know, the Village Foundation is an umbrella organization that grew out of
the W. K. Kellogg Foundation's African American Men and Boys initiative which I led
while at Kellogg. Our aim is to lead a systemic approach to solving the complex
problems facing African-American men and boys, and to re-engage those at the margins
of society to become one with the larger society, if the widening breach among us is to be
repaired. The effects of this successful re-engagement will provide an impact that
reaches far beyond African-American men and boys. Economic and social cooperation
combined with new opportunities will replace the conditions that have led to symptoms

. such as violence, drugs and crime, which crosses all race and ethnic communities.

I have enclosed a copy of our Annual Report for your information. Please let me know if
you need additional information on our organization or programs. I await your

immediate response. Thank you.

Sincerely,

éobbéw Austin, Ph.D. |

President and CEO

1600 Duke Street - Suite 700 * Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703/548-3200 * 703/548-5296 (fax) * 1-888-326-3089 (Toll Free)
www. villagefoundation.org
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JUly 14, 2000
Dana Kind .
:om OF DIRECTORS . President William Jefferson Clinton <= %Aﬁﬂl"//y
ancy Jarecki .
CRATRMAN White House
Poter J. Hulbert 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue WL&E _
Washington, DC 20500
Jean B. Angell )
William Baldwin Dear Mr. President:
Rathie Berlin \{‘U' \\;/6 .
:::ZIE:::::" It was great seeing you at the VH-1 “Save the Music™ event at the elementary school. [t's
Bruce C. Hackett really one of my favorite clients, and certainly my introducing you and Hillary to John
Joann Hackett B Sykes was one of my good deeds.
Elsa Daspin EBaft .
Simon Halls Thank you for taking the time to seriously read and call me back about the ALS research
Merrill Holtmman I gave you about my friend, Jenifer Estess who has ALS and who founded Project A.L S.

pavid L. Jatfe with her sisters. I feel about Jenifer as [ did about Elizabeth Glaser when I introduced her
Kristen Johnston

Suo Leitman to you and Hillary. Stem cell research will be the major change in medical therapy for
Jaqueline Lividini the 21” century. And it is imperative that we begin human trials in your remaining
Mitchell Mandell months as President. It should be part of your legacy.
Martha McCully
Cori B. Miller = - In the short time since you and [ spoke about our scientists’ breakthroughs in stem cell
Dana Miller therapy, much has happened. Everything has been set in motion to initiate the first human
trial for stem cell replacement. Donna Shalala is working to ensure the NIH sets forth
Joey Maglioceo stem cell guidelines by the end of the summer. Project A.L.S. is collaborating on a
Schlank regular basis with the NINDS under the direction of Gerald Fischbach, and the FDA to
Linda G. Singer . finalize safety measure for Neural Stem Cell Replacement. This week in Gaithersburg,
Stephen L. Singer the FDA held an open hearing to discuss stem cell replacement. Project A.L.S. was
MEDICAL ADVISORS asked by the FDA to attend and address the conference. And thanks to the help of Katie
Robert H. Brown Couric, on August 1%, Project A.L.S. is meeting with FDA Commissioner, Jane Henney,

MD, D.Phil. and acting director of the NIH, Ruth Kirschstein, to move this process along.
Jeffrey D. Rothstein :
MD, Ph.D.

Rob Morrow
Scott A. Robbins

Lowis P. Rowland As I told you, Jenifer testified in April with Christopher Reeve before Arlen Specter’s
¥, Ph.D. " Sub-Committee on Health, Labor and Education in support of federal funding of stem

cells. After a successful meeting with Senator Specter, we received a much-needed

511 Avenue of endorsement for human trial of stem cells from Orrin Hatch and James Jeffords. And last

the Americas week we had a conference call with Al Gore’s health policy team in Nashville. We are

PMB #341 - doing all the right things. :

NYC 10011

212-969-0329 This is what [ need you to do. We would like you to host a White House event on Neural

fax: Stem Cell Replacement honoring the vast achievements of Project A.L.S. who have

212-337-9915 created a new paradigm for disease research. It would be a simple and elegant affair.

emails During a press conference on the White Hpuse Lawn, you would announce this exciting

projectals@ new frontier in research. In the same fashion that the White House celebrated the.

aol.com completion of the Human Genome Project, you can praise the vast achievements in stem

website: W, cells and its tremendous potential.

project-als.org



page two

The afternoon event could be followed by a cocktail party or dinner inside. The science editor of
Time magazine is currently developing a story on Project A.L.S. that they would like to become
a cover story. An event at the White House would certainly ensure a cover. Because of Jenifer’s
producing background, we have staunch supporters in the entertainment world who have
committed their time and energy to Project A L.S. and would join us at the White House. These
wonderful artists include Helen Hunt, George Clooney, Kevin Spacey, Sheryl Crow, Ben Stiller,
Julianna Margulies, Marisa Tomei, Kristen Johnston, Nathan Lane, Sarah Jessica Parker,
Matthew Broderick, and Billy Baldwin, who sits with me on the board of directors.

I have thought a great deal about our friend, Diane Blair. It 1s one of the reasons [ have to move
quickly for my friend, Jenifer Estess.

As always,

WAt ie

Kathie



By Joyce Wadler

i 0 1996, Jenifer Estess—with her long,
dark hair, perfect skin and smart, funny
New York mouth—was 35 and having
the perfect career-girl summer. She
fy was on Nantucket producing the first-
@l cver Nantucket Film Festival, hanging
out with the now famous actors who had been
her friends for years, ever since her days as an
off-Broadway producer: William Baldwin, Rob
Morrow. Ben Stiller and Fisher Stevens. She
was also falling in love, and while it didn't be-
come permanent, it mattered, for finding love,
and beginning a family, was important to Jenifer.
“I was on a mission,” she says, “sort of a man
mission. [ had always been surrounded by
friends, now it was time for some romance.”

Ry
>

Eiﬁ“@

!'ouf Sisters Bttle for Hope

[t was during her summer on Nantucket that Jenifer be-
gan to notice some twitching in her legs. In the fall, when
she returned to New York, she went to see both an in-
ternist and a neurologist.

“They attributed it to stress,” Jenifer says wryly. “You
ever notice how when women go to doctors, they always say
it's stress? [ was going to a shrink once a week. | showed
the twitching to her. She told me it was all in my head.”

The trembling grew more pronounced. Jenifer also
started experiencing breathlessness and exhaustion.
Climbing a flight of stairs, she felt as if she had run miles.

In March 1997, after nearly six
months of indifference from the medical
community, Jenifer pressed her internist
for an answer. He sent her back to the
neurologist. Accompanied by her sister

" tal. Two to five years,’

Valerie, and her mother, Marilyn, Jenifer had a test called
an EMG, “a scary, painful procedure” in which needles
were placed in her muscles.

Valerie recalls the moment that their mother knew
something was very wrong—when a technician an-
nounced that he had to put a needle in Jenifer’s tongue.

“At that moment my mother grabbed my arm,” Valerie
says. “It felt like she was an animal in the wild. It was just
like a mother knowing.”

The neurologist was not very good at breaking the ter-
rible news to the family.

“He kept us waiting two hours, then, [ swear, he would
not look up from his folder.” Jenifer says. “He said, ‘It’s in
the motor neuron disease family.” We learned later that's a
catch word for amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, the progres-
sively crippling illness known as ALS, or Lou Gehrig's dis-
ease. At the time, we didn't know what it meant. { said,
“‘Will [ be able to play tennis again?' He said. 'l don't know.’
My sister said, ‘Will she be able to walk?" He said. ' don't
know.' He was a neurologist. he should have kaown how to
tell someone, ‘you have a fatal illness."”

Still unclear about what her sister’s problem was, Va-
lerie went on the Internet, where the mystery was solved.

“ can still see the words on the computer screen: ‘Fa-
" Valerie says.

Joyce Wadler is a reporter at “The New York Times”™ and a
survivor of both breast and ovarian cancer.

sisters Meredith and Valerie anc
friend Jutianne Hoffenbery.

Photo, Dwighit Carter (topj).



ASRPENE crenal et o aecoediog o the AR
Vewn i e 1 ot essive degeneration aretor cells
i s u o aad brain Alrhough aonatient < mind

dee raton e s can oo longrer scad inpulses

ST s e

Lo e - el inere s nercasing muscle weakness that
ATt metent speech, swallowing and bhreathing.

Beshre vears ALS s rubbed Tenifer of the abiliny to
walk, i acup ol cotiee, voll over e bed [t the disease
Faces an 2t s customary speed, which :rhas <o farin
her Cise, b all e dead intwo to three sears For Jenifer
and the 2oooen gther Americans wha suffer from ALS,
there is httic creatnent and no cure.

“Christopher Reeve is better oft than vou awe”
the experts whom Jenifer consulted told her

Jeniter and her three sisters—Alison, Meredith and Va-
leric —hav e refused to accept that {na tight tor acure rem-
iiscent of the alm Larenzn's Chl, based an the true stary of
4 mather wha mohilized doctors to find a cure for another
then-untreatable illness, the four women, who range in age
from 33 ta dt have put their
carcers an hald and rallied to-
wether to beat ALS and save
Jeniter's lite. Toined by Julianne
Hoftenberg, 33, Jeniter's rooms-
mate and friend, they have
raised one and « half million
dollars with star-<tudded fund-
raisers in bath Los Angeles
and New York.

Even more remarkablv, the
wathen have heen bringing
docrer< wecther encouraging

one ol

them to speed ap their eftorts
to find a cure Tor the diseasce.

" can i express what itis
with me and my sisters, the
strength of my bond with
them.” savs Jenifer. *My sis-
tees and 1 are like part of -+
cach other. We're con-
nected in @ mythic way”

The four Estess <isters
wrew up. along with their
hrother. Noaly in Harri-
<o, camtortable suburb
ot New York City, Their
father was a <tockhroker
and the head ot the
~chaai board. their moth- i
er a housewite tor whom 153 lOt Of peoplE-
the children came Qirst.
Born within five vears of cach ather. the girls were always
close, sharing friends. going o the same parties

Their parents divorce, when Jenifer was L, made
them even Gloser The breakup. the sisters <av, lelt their
mother disconsolate and their own relationship with their
tuther cinhittered

The divaree. ~avs Meredith, forced the girls o be nde
pendent @ an carly age “We also realized v have to
work sor everytieng o e

Ax adult<, all were suceessiul Alizon. the eldest. e

People say this is a rare
disease, but how do you
judge rare? Is one sister rare?
Is it rare if it happens to
your mother? Thirty thousand -

care e ter o the ol New Yark Valerte Aas aicee
Lonee adss riising copyarier Meredith the vouag <0 went
it taston el At ate tine can her own compam

Jenuter studicd acting 4t Nea Yok University: ~aom e
vraduation. she decided that <he wanted o have more cone
tral aver her vireer than aenng would permit and helped
create a aonprofit, off-Broadway theater group called The
Naked Angels, which included ihe actors Rob Marrow and
Aarica Tomel [0was at a Naked Angels production that
Jenifer met her friend Julianne Hottenberg, who was the
show’s stage manager.

First drawn to Jenifer by her energy and huimor, Ju-
lianne wrew o love her for her generasity of spirit.

“She sevs vour best potential.” savs Julianne. “Then s
makes sure evervone else notices it”

Four inonths after Jenifer's diagnosis, i the summer at
1997 her sisters. all three of whom had married and had
children. rented @ house i the country. on the cast end of
Long [sland. They brought their husbands and children. to
surround Jenifer with
food and family and love
The sisters had never
heen particular tans of
alternative medicine.
but now they were des
| perate. FEvery week they drave
Jenifer to a "psychic minister”
= who claimed she could heal with

the laving on of hands; they tew
a man up {ram North Caroling
whao said he had cured his own
ALS with pasitive thinking and a
“wel-cell” treatment, which he
claimed wauld “realign’ the
body s cells. The wetcell mechit
pism cost N800 and required
meditatinn and massage. Julianne
and the sisters took turns mas-
saging and helping bathe Jeniter.
Nathing helped.
~Al the beginning of the sununer,
Jenifer was <tll pretty good.” \Mered-
ith savs “She could walk: she could
swim in the pool But then things gt
harder First it we were all cooliing
dinner together, she had trouble cut-
ting the vegetables: then <he couldnt
cutl the vegetables By our sixth week
at the house. <he was having trouble
showering, <he fell dawn, =he couldu’t
get out at the paal herselt.”

When Jenifer returned o her valk-up apactitent mn
Manhaitan atter Labor Day. she was oo weak to chimb the
one Mieht of stairs She gave up the apartinent and mosed
i with Meredith in the suburh~. Meredith, with two young
children. watched her sister progress frong ciie to walker.
then, one vear after her diignosiso toa wheclchar.

A< sumier approached again Jeoifer, feeline cut aft
0 the suburb~, retarned o Nes Yark City andd took an
apartment with Julianne in the Villaye But living oaonor
mal life was never a possibilin

Family Circle >
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“You're too sick.” Jenifer says. “Your
muscles grow weak. You feel the life es-
caping from vour body."”

Jenifer had resisted using a wheel-
chair for as long as possible. Now she
was forced to use one all the time.

“People are really afraid of pevple
in wheelchairs,” Jenifer says. “When |
first was in a wheelchair, my arms still
had movement. I'd be in the Village
with one of my handsome actor
friends wheeling me around, and
women my own age would look at me
with fear in their eyes. I'd tell them |
had just had a baby and that [ was so
exhausted my husband was wheeling
me around. There would be such re-

There’s something
about my sisters
and their bravery
that knows no
obstacles. They are
trying to create
possibilities...to
stop this disease.

lief. They'd say. ‘Oh! Congratulations'
Little did they know...”

Was she making up that happy
story for herself, as well?

“Yeah, totally,” says Jenifer. “Let’s

face that music. 13
what [ should hav
been doing thern.
having a baby.”
[t was at this tme
that the determina-
tion to find a cure kicked in.

“[ think when [ realized there wax
nothing out there that would make
me feel better. at the point we'd tried
all the snake oils and the healers, that
we formed Project ALS,” Jenifer says.
“My political side came up to save me.
Thirty thousand men and women
have this disease and most of them
die within two to five years. People
say this is a rare disease. but how do
you judge rare? Is one sister rare? Is it
rare if it happens to your mother?
Thirty thousand is a lot of people.”

Valerie stopped writing advertising
copy and immersed herself in medi-
cine. Julianne and Jenifer manned the
phones. Alison advised on the law.
Meredith. who had left fashion to be-
come a full-time mother, took on Proj-
ect ALS as a job. helping to bring in
corporate sponsors such as Saks.

“There has never been a sense of
urgency around this disease.” says Va-

“Doqqone it, 'm not the only one

round

here

Patrirk MeMutian faghtl
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iene e are mjecting urdeney. giving
money 1o tap researchers at six inst-
tutions to make therm work together.”
The institutions she is referring to
are some of the finest in the world:
Johns Hopkins University: Columbia
University; Cornell University; Massa-
chusetts General Hospital; Brigham
and Women’s Hospital; and Children’s
Hospital, Boston. o
How can four women with no med-
ical background have any impact on
the medical establishment? =
For ope thing, Valerie notes, there
is the money they have raised.
Then there is the sheer force
their collective will
“We were told we could never have
a gathering of the top ALS re--
scarchers every six weeks, that these

A

of

3

approved hy the FDA for gther dis
eases. rather than taking the tine to
come up with new ones for ALS.
Seems like a no-brainer, right? Butit's
never been done with this illness.”

[ast February Project ALS held a
fund-raiser in Los Angeles. Jenifer,
with a glittering gold scarf thrown
aver her shoulders, looked radiant.
0ld friends Ben Stiller and Kristen
Johnston, the star of Tkird Rock From
the Sux, were the co-hosts. Extertain-

. mext Tonight covered the event.

But, as is true for everyoue who
_has ALS, the disease is moving quick-
ly. Jenifer’s hands have begun to atro-
phy and curl in. She knows itis only a
matter of time before she loses the
ability to speak, which tecrifies her.
_Humor, she says, islio: r-she “dis-

Saturday night, what in the world am |
doing inside? My sickness has taken
on such a fast pace. it's not tike { can
gu out there and get myself a boy-
friend. ‘Single white female. dying of
ALS.. ' [t's not exactly a personal ad.
But [ have the same needs—for inti-
macy, for bearing children. ALS
robbed me of all that.”

Then she speaks of her sisters.

“There’s something about my sis-
ters and their bravery that knows no
obstacles. They want to create possi-
bilities beyond the diagnosis. They
want to stop this disease. I hope my
love for them is clear.”

What does Jenifer now believe her
chances are with ALS?

“I think right now [ am timed to
_die in the next couple of years,” she
.says. “My chance to live is small. But




NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1999

Che New {lork Cunes

- Immobilized, and Energized, by an [llness

|
|
i

By JOYCE WADLER

ENIFER ESTESS was working

on the New York Film Festvai

when she noticed involuniary

trembling in her legs. The thera-
pist she was seeing for help to get the
six-figure salary. to get married, to
make her — as Ms. Estess says with
view-from-the-wheelchairr  amuse-
ment — "‘the perfect New York girl.”
told her the trembling was siress-
related. Perfection is viewed differ-
ently when in two vears' time you g2
from being a high-powered *“Equinox
girl" to a 37-vear-old woman who
lacks the strength to cut up her {ooc.

The specialists Ms. Estess consult-
ed, after a diagnosis of amvotroohic
lateral sclerosis, the fatal illness
commonly known as Lou Gehrig's
disease, also often failed her.

“1 saw a doctor at Jonn Hopkins
who said: ‘Your motor neurons are
dving; they wiil never be regenerat-
ed. You are in a worse situation than
Christopher Reave,'™ Ms. Estess
savs in her Greenwich Village apart-
ment, her speech still clear but her
hands curled inward, her legs immo-
bile. “It's just such a fasi-moving,
terribie disease, and there 1s nothing
for it.”

The batile cry:

“1f vou have A.L.S. vou're just
expected to sit there and die, anc that
is unacceptable.”

A request t¢ her sisier, Valerie
who with another sisier. Meredith,
and a roommate, Julianne Hoifen-
berg. is in the rocm:

“Can vou cross my leg for me?”

Amvotrophic lateral sclerosis, or
A.LS. is a degenerative muscular
disease, affecting about 30,000 Amer-
icans. Life expectancy is two to five
years; there is little treatment and
no cure.

Ms. Estess and her three sisters —
“think ‘Pride and Prejudice,” a Jew-
ish ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ " Ms. Es-
tess says — decline to accept that.
Valerie Estess, 39, and Meredith Es-
tess, 35, quit their jobs (Valerie was
in advertising, Meredith in fashion)
when Ms. Estess received the diag-
nosis of A.L.S. two years ago. Work-
ing with Ms. Estess, Ms. Hoffenberg
and Alison Estess, another sister
who is a lawyer, they have formed
Project A.L.S. In the group's first
fund-raising event, last June, they
raised more than a half-million dol-

“lars. They have also been bringing

doctors together, trying to speed up
research.

“I'm saying to them — and coming
to them with large cash gifts — that
if they come to this disease with a
new way of thinking, we might make
progress,” says Valerie, who met
with Project A.L.S. researchers a
few weeks ago. “It's not chump

> . N
Frances Rooerts fur The New York Times

Jenifer Estess. despite her illness. is a fervent fund-raiser for research.

change. We gave grants of $100.000.”

“My sister can speak at a leve!
with the doctors,” puts in Meredich.
in the overlapping conversation of
the Estess sisters.

1 fee! if the doctors reorient them-
selves. are infused with passion ... "
savs Jenifer.

“There's research, but it seems (0
me some of it has been too scattered,
too academic,” Valerie says. **[ fee!
like someane needs to bring these
docters together and light a fire un-
der therr... " )

She completes the sentence. but
there's a reproachful look from Mer-
edith. Then the sisters are laughing.

Ask the Estess sisters about thetr
father and there is a momentary
silence — not pecause the sisters are
shy, but because two of the three
present are crinkling their noses.

‘Estranged,’” says one.

“*And strange.” says another.

HE Estess sisters (there is
also a brother) grew up in
Harrison, N.Y. Their father
was a stockbroker, their mother a
“real 50's housewife type' who be-
came a real estate agent after her

"~ divorce. Jenifer Estess studied act-

ing at New York University. After
college she was a co-founder and a
producer aof the Off Broadway com-
pany the Fallen Angels, which in-
cluded the actors Rob Morrow and
Marisa Tomei.

Jenifer Estess's problem was di-
agnosed in April 1997. After a dis-
couraging series of visits with spe-
cialists - (one suggested Ms. Estess
“max out’ her credit card and eat
junk food), the sisters briefly tried

alternative methods.

“The Estesses are Western giris
for the most part,” Jemfer Estess
says. ‘But we were desperate.”

Bv 13 months after the diagnosis.
she was forced to use a whezichair.
She resisied as long as possioie.

1 took the worst faiis.” sne savs.

Now Ms. Estess cannot dress her-
self or brush her hair cr walk or roll
over in bed or cut her own fcod or
hold a cup of coff=2 if it is more than
half full. The progression of the ¢is-
ease, she will tell you, is well charted.
She can recite it without losing t0d
much emotional control:

First there is loss of motor func-
uon, beiuing either with limbs or
with speech. There 1s progressive
loss of muscle, which robs one of the
ability to walk, speak and eat. It is
usually the loss of the muscles of the
diaphragm, which controls breath-
ing, that brings on death.

Recently, Ms. Estess started to
feel some difficulty forming words.
She does not take antidepressants or
tranquilizers. She works 18 hours a
day. The next benefit for A.L.S. will
be in Los Angeles early next month,
with Saks as the corporate spansor
and dozens of stars, including Ms.
Estess’s old friends Ms. Tomei, Mr.
Morrow and William Baldwin.

“Work is the way I get to hold out
against the disease,” Ms. Estess
says. “‘Like Chekhov said in ‘The
Three Sisters,” when the sisters are
falling apart, when they've lost all
their money and their dad died, the
oldest sister says: ‘We have to return
to our work. We still have our
work.” "’
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PROJECT A.L.S. REPORTS PROMISING PILOT DATA FROM
HISTORIC ALS INVESTIGATIONS

Science Moves Closer to First Effective Treatments for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis

(Februarv, 2000) Project A.L.S. has announced that scientists participating in a series of first-time collaborations
have moved substantially closer to treating and curing ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis). Promising pilot data are
now in on investigations including neural stem cell replacement in ALS; the rescue of respiratory motor neurons;
gene chip discovery in ALS; and high throughput drug screening for potential ALS drugs, prompting investigators to

intensify efforts in these areas immediately.

Progress Toward Human Trials With Neural Stem Cells

Pilot experiments are nearing completion in Neural Stem Cell Replacement in ALS, an historic collaboration that
may result in effective treatments and a cure for ALS, and a range of neurological illnesses and injury, from
Alzheimer's and Parkinson's to multiple sclerosis, epilepsy and spinal cord injury. Evan Y. Snvder, M.D., Ph.D. of
Children's Hospital and Harvard Medical School is leading the team, which includes John D. Gearhart, Ph.D. and
Jeffrey Rothstein, M.D., Ph.D. of Johns Hopkins University, Robert H. Brown, M.D., D. Phil. of Massachusetts
General Hospital and Harvard Medical School, and Thomas M. Jessell, Ph.D. of the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute, Columbia University. Dr. Snyder and colleagues report that upon introduction into ALS spinal tissue in
culture and animal models of the disease, neural stem cells appear to migrate to areas of injury, engralt, and
transform into what appear to be motor neurons and other support cells. In addition, the team has discovered that
Dr. Snyder's neural stem cells exert a notable tropic effect on motor axons and on the simulated ALS environment |
in general. Work has already begun on the next phase of experiments, which focuses on optimal delivery methods.

Design of the ficst human trials is well underway.

Prolonging the Life of Neurons That Control Breathing

In addition, scientists at Children's Hospital and Harvard Medical School, including Dr. Snyder and Yang D. Teng,
M.D., Ph.D. are taking history's first look at the Rescue of Respiratory Motor Neurons in ALS. As the loss of the
ability to breathe is the fatal component of ALS, the goal of this investigation is to prolong the longevity of those

neurons that inform the diaphragm and other breathing muscles. Dr. Teng reports that his pilot work with a group



of seratonin agonists and compounds that stimulate the body's intrinsic growth factors in mice possessing the SOD-
1 mutation has shown initial promise--the respiratory function of late-stage SOD-1 mice treated with the
compounds has improved. Doctors Snvder and Teng are already in discussions with Project A.L.S.-funded clinician-

researchers to bring these compounds to clinical trial.

Gene Chip Investigation Turns Up Exciting New Clues

With the mapping of the human genome nearly complete, first data is already in on possible new genetic addresses
for ALS. Project A.L.S. has funded the team of Steven R. Gullans, Ph.D. of Brigham and Women's Hospital and Dr.
Robert H. BFOWII],‘II‘. to analyze ALS tissue against microchips which contain approximately 100,000 known human
genes. Project A.LS. established Gene Chip Analysis in ALS in an academic setting, which assured that the project
receive the full focus of investigators. The collaboration is now reporting an intriguing list of "gene hits" from pilot
experiments. Doctors Gullans, Brown and their teams must now pursue each of these first leads. Tt is certain that
in the process of this pursuit, the team will identify new therapeutics and important clues about the disease

pathways.

Creation of Microassay for High Throughput Drug Screening

Dr. Robert H. Brown completed the first phase of work on a micro-assay suitable for the high throughput screening
of candidate ALS drugs. Project A.L.S. funded the creation of Dr. Brown's cell-based assay, which he is currently
transforming from a 96-well format to 394 wells per plate. This will allow for libraries of compounds to be tested
against this particular approximation of the disease. Project A.LSS. is working closely with the NINDS/National
Institutes of Health in gathering a panel of ALS assays that will allow for more accurate testing of potential

therapeutic compounds.

About Project A.L.S.
Project A.L.S., a non-profit organization, was founded in 1998, by Jenifer Estess, her family and friends. Ms. Estess
was a thirty-five-vear-old theater and film producer when she was diagnosed with ALS, and saw the need for true
maverick activism for ALS, a fatal neuromuscular disease for which there exists not one effective treatment. Ina
year-and a half, Project A.L.S. has formed a center without walls, uniting the world's leading scientists across
disciplines and institutional and academic lines. With an applied combination of creative management skills,
aggressiveness and over $1.8 million to its research partnerships, Project A.LS. has helped to forward investigations
with unheard of speed and accuracy.

#H#H



Project A.L.S.

Neural Stem Cell Replacement in ALS

A Collaboration Between Scientists at Harvard University, Johns Hopkins University,
Columbia University and University of California, San Francisco
Funded by Project A.L.S.

Principal Investigator:

Evan Y. Snyder, M.D., Ph.D.
Children's Hospital, Harvard Medical School

Co-Investigators:

Robert H. Brown, Jr., M.D., D.Phil.
Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical School

John D. Gearhart, Ph.D.
Jobns Hopkins University

Thomas M. Jessell, Ph.D.
Howard Hughes Medical Institute, Columbia University

Jeffrey D. Rothstein, M.D., Ph.D.
Jobns Hopkins University

Richard Sidman, M.D.
Harvard Medical School, New England Primate Research Center

Marc Tessier-Lavigne, Ph.D.
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
University of California, San Francisco

ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) is a fatal neurodegenerative disease that destroys motor neurons, which
stimulate muscles involved in moving, speaking and breathing. Once damaged, motor neurons do not recover.
But we may have found a way to replace them.

This historic collaboration, which has been formed and fully funded by Project A.LS., may well demonstrate
that neural stem cells effectively replace degenerated motor neurons in cell culture, animal models, and,
ultimately, in people living with ALS. Neural stem cells may also represent a cure for a range of neurologic
illness and injury, from Alzheimer's and Parkinson's to multiple sclerosis, epilepsy and spinal cord injury.



In March, 1999, Jay Lombard, M.D., a neurologist practicing in the Bronx, New York, told Project A.L.S. about
Evan Snyder, a pediatric neuroscientist at Boston Children's Hospital, who was introducing his particular brew
of neural stem cells-or progenitor cells-into the diseased spines and brains of animal models of devastating
childhood neurological diseases like Tay-Sachs and various leukodsytrophies (Lorenzo's Oil disease). Dr.
Snyder was reportedly observing that the neural stem cells migrated to areas of injurv in the animals, that the
cells "engrafted" or took hold, and that they actually transformed into the types of neurons and support cells
that the given disease situation required. In some cases, Snyder also observed the reversal of svmptoms. For
example, after having been treated with neural stem cells, Dr. Snyder's "shiverer mouse” stopped shivering.

Project A.LS. visited Dr. Snyder's laboratory in March, was impressed with his data, so united him immediatelv
with two of the world's leading neuroscientists with a concentration in ALS, Dr. Jeffrey D. Rothstein, M.D.,
Ph.D. (Johns Hopkins University) and Dr. Robert H. Brown, Jr., M.D., D. Phil. (Massachusetts General/Harvard
Medical School). Doctors Rothstein and Brown were equally impressed with Dr. Snyder's data.

By the August, 1999, Project A.L.S. had launched Neural Stem Cell Replacement in ALS, with an eye toward
speeding Dr. Snyder's basic science to human trial. The laboratories of Snyder, Rothstein, Brown and Dr.
Thomas M. Jessell, 2 molecular biologist specializing in the characterization of motor neurons, began full-
throttle pilot experiments with Dr. Snyder's cells at the level of cell culture, in mice and in primate models of
neurodegeneration. '

Project A.L.S. further enhanced the team to include the eminent Richard Sidman, M.D., Ph.D. (New England
Primate Research Center/Harvard University), a neuroanatomist who is advising on the animal protocols,
world renowned stem cell biologist John D. Gearhart (Johns Hopkins University), who is developing additional
neural cell lines, and Marc Tessier-Lavigne, Ph.D., who is advising on motor axons, or the reconnections
between neurons and muscles.

Project A.LS. and the neural stem cell team enjoy the support of the NINDS/National Institutes of Health, and
are currently negotiating guidelines for the first human trials of Neural Stem Cell Replacement in ALS with the
Food and Drug Administration. Pilot data presented at an informal meeting in New York, in January, 2000,

~ were so promising that the team has begun designing the human trials, which will commence well in advance
of original projections.

If you wish to receive further details on Project A.LS./Neural Stem Cell Replacement in ALS, please contact
Valerie Estess, at 212-627-2568.

#H#
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Stephanie S.Streett

Assistant to the President

Director of Presidential Scheduling
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Streett,
Thank you for your prompt reply.

I am enclosing information pertaining to a resolution which 1 wrote on “Government

Funded In-Home Carc For The Elderly,” which has been passed by both the Florida State

and National Council of Senior Citizens. In addition, it has:

* Been recommended by the DEC of Palm Beach County for the National Democratic
Party Platform 2000

* Been cndorsed by Congressman Wexler and Senator Graham

* Received numerous endorsements from groups and organizations

* Received city endorsements

* Received considerable press and TV coverage

* Thousands have signed a petition on its behall

If the President’s schedule does permit him to speak to the Florida State Council of Senior
Citizens (and I am hopeful it will), I would appreciate it if this resolution was included in
his support of the elderly. This issue is extremely important. I sincerely feel that a
positive approach to the elderly situation will result in getting the senior vote. If the
President can be influential in legislation that will guarantee EVERYONE the right to live
out his life with dignity, he will leave officc with a wonderful legacy.

I am currently in the procéss of arranging public forums with Senator Graham and
Congressman Alcee Hastings. In addition, I plan to contact Vice-President Gore (whom 1
spoke to at the Town Hall Mecting in April) and Jessc Jackson.




Any suggestlons you or the President rmght have asto whom else to contact to get this -
resolution into legislation would be most appreciated.

My thanks to you and the President.
Sincerely,

WXM

Jewel Littenberg
Secretary, Western Communities Council of Senior Citizens (Division of FSCSC)
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P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA|
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA|
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
of gift. financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
2201(3). concerning wells |(b)(9) of the FOIA]

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.
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12778 W, Forest Hill Boulevard, Suite 1218, Wellington, Florida 33414

WHERE AS:
WHERE AS:
WHERE AS:

WHERE AS:

WHERE AS:

WHERE AS:

WHERE AS:

BEIT
RESOLVED:

BE IT FINALLY
RESOLVED:

Submitted By

o

1d WJEZ:1T poec 'g?_- - ady

(561) 792-8799 ¢ Fux (661) 792-8797
President » Tony Fransetta

RESQLUTION
HOME NURSING CARE

Many scniors would like to retnain in their homes instead of being
confined to a nursing home; and

The home environment, supplemented with home health care
greatly contributes 1o the well being of the sick; and

The cost of home health care exceeds the fnancial resources of
most seniors; and '

The Older Americans Act (OAA) originglly passed in 1963, has
served for more than threc decades 83 8 major resourse for
planning organization and provision of home delivered meals,
along with assistant living; and

Additional funding for home care programs is greatly needed with .

guidelines for agencies and private care givers as to the amount of
money to be charged for services, and

Suck federal financing of home health care would sllow the
informed seniors to stay at home instead of cccurring the increased
expense of nursing home confinement; and

Our nations economy has the sircngth to fund home nursing care.

That the Florida State Council of Senior Citizens adopt as &
priotity legistative gos! funding for home health care; and

L4

That the Florida State Council of Senior Citizens go oa record of
jt's strong suppori for complete fundiog of The Older Amecicans
Act along with adegquate funding for home health care.

A

Jewet Littenberg Tony Fransetta, President
Palm Beach, Fl. FSCSC

T Ay o

affiliated with the Natinnal Councit of Serurt (Citizensy

ON Xgd
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FLOR/DA STATE COUNCIL OF SENIOR CITIZENS, INC.

19773 W. Forest Hill Boulevard, Suite 1218, Wellington, Florida 33414
(561) 792-8799 * Fax (661) 792-8797
President ¢« Tony Fransetta
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“  pcse T
WE SUPPORT THE ABILITY TO AGE WITH DIGNITY!

We, the undersigned, support the implementation of an "Elder Home Care Assistance Program'’.

v’ We request that the Department of Elder AfTairs implement and fund a “Long Term: Care”
Program. :

v Provide in home “Cost-Efficient Care” through the Department of Elder Affairs for
“Long-Term Care”.

v’ That the Legislature and Governor assist the Department of Elder Affairs with funding,

v “In Home Care Givers” save Medicaid and Medicare Funds.
‘/ Provide and monitor all care.

v No one wishes to go to a nursing home.
NAME !

STREET ADDRESS CITY l ZIp

|
|
|
|

| |
[
| ]
r T
j
!
EL

| | _
Please return this petition to the address above. Thank you!

Affiliated with the National Council of Serior Citizens




PROPOSAL FOR NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATFORM 2000
(Based on “Government Funded In-Home Care For The Elderly” resolution written by
Jewel Littenberg)

Because medicare and most health insurance does not cover long term care, the laws
governing medicaid become effective only when the individual is reduced to destitution.
Long term care in the home is a must as an alternative to being warehoused in an
institution. This has proven to be cost effective. The government will save money and the

elderly will have the opportunity to live out their lives with dignity, by remaining in their
own homes.

Funding by the Caregiver Support Program can be achieved under Title 3-D of the Oldec
Americans Act, which was passed in 1965 and enables individuals to remain at home.

This important issue must be included in the National Democratic Party Platform 2000.

DEC of Palm Beach County Legislative Committee
and Jewel Littenberg
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FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL OF SENIOR CITIZENS, INC.

19778 W, Forest Hill Boulevard, Suite 1213, Wellington, Florida 33414
(561) 792-8799 « Fax (561) 792-8797
President ¢ Tony Fransetta
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Ron Wiggins ~

Must nest egg gd'
splat beforeit . -
hits safety net'”

- Jewel Littenberg, 62, of Atlantis wonders
why the elderly have to completely outlive
their old-age nest egg to get financial help to .
stay out of a nursing home. - -

" “When you finally get down to your last
$2,000, you can go into a taxpayer facility.
Why not help the elderly stretch out their
savings by helping them stay independent as
long as possible? : :

* Littenberg, a former Palm Beach bridal-
shop owner, sounded like somebody who
had been butting her head against stone ;
walls, so for a few minutes I was her marsh- -~ .}
mallow wall. B T

. “Wouldn't it save taxpayers money in the
long run,” she asked, “if the elderly could gt
‘government assistance to help them remain’
independent in their own homes before-all
their money runs out?” T :

And here, | had to mildly protest. Weeks °

ago, when my father was recovering froma .

series of hospitalizations, all manner-of free . "1

or affordable in-home services were provided " "}

R by Medicare or county programs. - vzl

k@) Affiliated with the National Council of Senior Citizens
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Too frail. Too isolated.

Jewel Littenberg got to me.

The feisty Atlantis woman recently
brought her one-woman crusade for af-
fordable hotue health care to The Post.

“I haven't done anything like this be-
fore,” she said sternly, fixing members of
the editorial board with her dark eyes.
“I'm no politician.” But what Ms. Litten-
al savvy, she makes up
for in persistence.
This is a woman who
grabbed Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore’s hand
during a campaign
stop and didn’t let go
until she had said her
picce.

With a 95-year-old
father, she knows
which services are
available to keep peo-

le in their own

omes and what they
cost. But it's not her own situation that
prods her to action. “There’s a lot of silent
suffering out there,” she says, “because
people can't afford help.” '

We know that, | told her. We've writ-
ten about it. Most public officials also
know it, but nobody’s leading the charge
to do something about it.

“Well, why not?” demanded the non-
politician,

“Because it would cost a ton of mon-
ey,” 1 explained, “and politicians don’t
want to raise taxes.”

“This country has plenty of money,”
she insisted stubbornly.

Mentally, I threw up my hands. She's
right. There's no excuse. Recently, a

)
t
1 .

One woma;’g’s lonely fight
for olde( shut-ins

|
caller described ap elderly friend who
pays someone Sl(%, a day solely because
she is in a wheelchair and can’t use the
bathroom by hersélf. How many can af-
ford that day after day?

President Clinton has proposed a
$3,000 tax credit for families caring for
disabled people of all ages, and that ma
pass. But Congress took an opposite tac
two years ago by slashing Medicare home
health payments (sge the editorial on this
page) which precjpitated a scarcity of
services. The Area Agency on Aging,
which administers federal and state
money for programs in Palm Beach,
Martin, St. Lucie, Okeechobee and Indian
River counties, has a perpetual waiting

list. |

Realizing that ithe determined Ms.
Littenberg neededl to meet like-minded
people, 1 referred her to the Omega
Project. The one-year, $441,780 effort
seeks to improve K'ays to serve elderlf\l'
people’s needs, starting with a thoroug
assessment. Though the children’s ser-
vices council studies kids (the Alpha) in
Palm Beach County, no one was studying
the other end of tl]ﬁc age spectrum (the
Omegaj. !

Enter the $500 million John A. Hart-
ford Foundation, which focuses on geri-
atrics projects. The foundation had just
decided to support precisely such plan-
ning efforts in states with large senior
populations. Last year, the Palm Beach

IOO poor.
County Health Care District led a coal
tion that won a $181,500 Hartford gran
Project Director Tanya Palmer hired tw
planners. They held five focus groups «
people 70 to 79. One group was Hispani
one was African-American, one was Jet
ish, one was white, and one held in tt
Glades included both black and whi
residents.

The needs differed, but the themc
were clear. One is isolation. Many old
people have no family, and few kno
about the Elder Help Line. Another
confusion. The 200 agencies that provic
services don’t always know what the ot
ersare doing. A third is the loss of hospit
discharge planners, the social worke:
who arrange in-home services for patien.
leaving hospitals. In cutting costs, mar
hospitals have eliminated thos« position

Omega planners are using the info
mation they've gathered to create a der
onstration project that will begin this fa
They also will use it to encourage polic
makers to propose legislation that pay
for unmet needs.

Which brings us back to Jewel L:
tenberg. Her campaign now consists of
resolution that asks “adequate funding fc
home health care.” The Florida Sta
Council of Senior Citizens supports it.

Heaven knows, I wish her well. But'
a society where squeaky wheels g
greased, 1 haven't noticed mobs of 8
year-olds protesting their plight. St
with Ms. Littenberg on the case, 1 y:
may.

Fran Hathawey is an editorial writer for T
Palm Beach Post. Her e-mail address
Sran_hathaway@pbpost.com
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Help begins at home

. edicare spendix'ig on home
health care dropped 45 percent

in the past two years. That may -

sound like good news, since the plan
has been near bankruptcy. Unfortu-
. nately, it's just the opposite. -

- Medicare provides health care for .
39 raillion elderly and disabled Amer-

icans. With so many beneficiaries,
even a small error can translate into a
large financial - mistake. That hap-
pened in the 1980s. Government, try-
ing to save money, ordered hospitals
to discharge Medicare patients earli-
" er. That meant new business for home
" health agencies, and they prospered.
But Medicare did not limit the
number of home visits or require a
co-payment, so home health costs in-
creased fivefold between 1990 and '96,
to $17.7 billion a year. Scam artists

weren't far behind. By 1996, home

health fraud was rampant. Nearly
40 percent of the visits Medicare fi-
nariced for that year were not legiti-
mate. Congress in¢reased the number
of audits. E

The small error syndrome. oC-
* curred again in 1997, however, when
Congress trimmed Medicare costs 10
keep the plan solvent. Lawmakers
used a.meat ax rather than a scalpel,
and by last year hospitals and nuirsing
homes were. howling about sharply

reduced payments. Home health fees
‘were set so low that many agencies

?

-that Medicare -€

The Medicare program that
keeps people out of hospitals

needs more attention from

Congress, 1ot more cuts.

went bankrupt. In Palm Beach Coun-
ty, the reimbursement cut wasa major
reason the 52-year-old Visiting Nurse
Association went out of business.
~As elderly people couldn't get the
tome care they needed, many suf-
fered, and some died. Others began
backing up in hospitals and nursing
homes, costing Medicare much more.
Yet more cuts are scheduled. Another
15 percent reduction is due to take
effect this year. Sen. Susan Collins,

' R-Maine, has introduced legislation to

eliminate that cut. The House is con-
sidering a similar bill. -

Even if those bills pass, it's clear
fts. need to cali-
brate fees for iniome medical and
social services more carefully. As
America ages and more ople with
chronic illnesses and disabilities need
help staying independent, home
health services will be crucial. Setting

fees accurately saves money because
people aren’t forced into $40,000-2-

year nursing homes: ‘Blocking the
15 percent cut will help. So will getting
the math right.

[}
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by EVONN GIBBS

Rep. Wexler: ‘Get Rachc al’

Staff Writer

ATLANTIS — “You
should be rioting in the
streetsover this,” said Con-
gresbmanRobertWexlenn
a serious tone, to aroom of
40 angry home health care
advocates. “The fact that
Medicare doesn’t have a
drugprescription program
is absolutely despicable.”

The high cost of medi-
cation wag one topic the
District 19 Democrat spoke
about to supporters of the
Florida State Counci! of
Senior Citizens, Inc.'s
(FSCSC) home nursing
care resolution, at the
Town of Atlantis City Hall,
May 1.

Most of those in the au-
dience were men and
women appearing to be
past retirement age, but
there wereseveral younger
people present, and a 48
year-old man paralyzed by
multiple sclerosis who
could talk and smile, but
do nothing else. His home
care nurse who was with
him, protested the Medi-

care policy that now lists
his bedpans as a luxury,
and won't pay for them
since he's no longer able to
work.

Inequities

There were other sto-
ries told to Wexler during
his ta'k--all focusingon the
lack of government assis-
tance for home-barednurs-
ingcareto poor Am.iricans.

“You have tobe down to
your last $2,500 before the

l
|

HOME RIGHTS--Congressman Robert Wexler (D district 19) shakes
Goldberg, an advocate for government fu

in Atlantis where Wexler

‘government will con

ute to your home healih
care,” said Jewel Lit- '
tenberg, secretary of the
western communitieschap-
ter of the FSCSC, and au-
thor of a resolution now in
a Congressional subtom-
mittee.

“FSCSCis 1obby1ng tor
legislation allowing medi-
care recipients the sare
coverage value for home-
based nursing care, they

get when sent to nursing

homes.”

In Review
Wexler said he sent l2t-
ters recommending adop-
tion of the resolution, to
CongressmanJohn Porter,

?May 1.

I[), chairman of The -
I propriations Subcom-

ttee on Labor, Health
[ ar#d Human Services, and
'. David Obey, (D-WI), asub-
. committee member.

‘ ist the opportunity to
dq a bit of campaigning for
‘ presidential candidate,
Vice President Al Gore, his
mments were related to
platform strategies on
health care spending.
Gore's hudget plan, he
said, worid help achieve
FSCS s resolution, by
paying down the nation’s
debt, bolstering social se-
curity and applying 13 per-
cent of the surplus to fed-
erally funded programscut
by spending guidelines.

Although Wexlerdidn'’t

hands with Ivan

nded at-home nursing care, outside city hall

—\.,’,\
Big Drop 2,

Wexler was referring to
changes adopted by Con-
gress in 1997, limiting

‘Medicare payments to

home-care agencies which
gerve the sick and disabled
who can’t leave their
homes.

Asa result in the past
two years Medicare spend-
ing on home health care
dropped 45 percent, ac-
cording to data from the
Congressional Budget Of-
fice reported by The New
York Timesin April. Advo-
cates for the elderly say
this forces people intd low
quality government spon-
sored nursing homes.



Palm Beach County
LEAGUE of CITIES, Inc.

(561) 355-4484 « Fax 355-6545 * Email: jtitcomb@co.palm-beach.fl.us
Mail: P.O.Box 1989, Governmental Center, West Palm Beach, Florida 33402
Office: 301 N. Olive Avenue, West Palm Beach, Florida 33401

Staff:
 Jmes T May Board of Directors Meeting
jtcombco pim-besch s Wednesday, May 10, 2000 at 10:00 A.M.
Exccote Seeatny Govermnmental Center, 301 N. Olive
(561) 3554484 1104 Public Affairs Conference Room, 2= /202 /0

cvzlcarc @co.palin-beach.fl.us
League Attomeys:

Board Agenda:

Corbett & White.
S05 South F]asgjffe[)lggg 1) Call to Order
ML 2) Roll Call, Welcomes, Introductions
ifax) 659-337
mr'ecu-whirc@“o:;fise'fa&.}r{; 3) Additiens, Deletions and Modifications to Agenda
4) Scheduled Presentations

a) Lake Worth Drainage District, Danna Ackerman-White
- Everglades Restoration impact on LWDD restdents

b) FAU/FIU Joint Center for Envirommnental & Urban Problems, Venesia Thompson
- Regional Evacuation Coordination and Implementation Procedures

-§<c) Western Communities Council of Senior Citizens, Jewel Littenberg, Secretary
- Resolution for Government Funding of In-home Nursing Care

5) Approval of Board Minutes: April 12 & 26"™, 2000 (mailed)
6) Financial Report (Financial Reports are distributed at meeting)
7) President’s Report _
8) Staff Report (None: Executive Director will be at Washington D.C. Fly-In)
9) Legislative Issues:
a) Legislative Session - Wrap Up on our issues from Florida League
10) Miscellaneous Business
a) Local Government Symposium, Scheduled for June 8" - Update
b) Installation Banquet — Update
c) Appointment to PBC Overall Economic Development Program (OEDP) Committee.
11) Board Comments '

12) Adjournment
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Law- Wanted
For Funds
For Aged

ATLANTIS--The v¥ry-
poor and the wealthy have
onethingincommon. They
can be cared for at home
during long {linesses, and
die at home. Those of mod-
ast means however, gener-
ally live their final months,
and die, in nursing homes.

A grass rovis effort to
change that inequity will
be discussed in 2 public
forum on May 1, at 2:30
p.m., with Congressi~an
Robert Wexler (D-19), &
Atlantis City Hall, in
Atlantis.

Jewe! Littenberg, orga-
nizer of the event, and sec-

- retaryofthe Western Com-
munities Council of Senior
Citizeéns, will present Wex-
Jer with her resolution that
homehealth carebecomea
priority legislative goal.

The resolution was ap-
proved by the Florida State
Council of Senior Citizens,
and has been endorsed by
a chapter of Disabled

_ Awnerican Veterans. Lit-
tenbergsaaid now shewants
“..tosee an elected official
step forth andsay they sup-

s portit™ .. '

For more information

- call (561 964-1683.

P.(}.Pos‘f"

1oz
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Wexler to hear in-home nursing needs

U.S. Rep. Robert Wexler D—
Boca Raton, will meet with the
public at Atlants City Hall 2:30
p.m. May 1 to discuss the needs
of the elderly for in-home nurs-
ing care.

“We are exploring ways to
help seniors afford home nurs-
ing care, and it is important for

all families with parental care is-

sues to bring Congressman

Wexler their stories,” said the

meeting's sponsor, Jewel Litten-
berg of Atlantis, advocate for in-
home nursing assistance.

Littenberg said that lawmnak-
ers need to know more about ex-
isting home nursing programs
and their limitations.

“If you are very poor or very

wealthy, you are covered,” - Lit-
tenberg ‘said.. “What has not -
been addressed is the person-of
modest means who should not

have to become impoverished 10

get help. If we. spend a little

more money on inhome nurs-

ing, we save governmentvast ex-

penditures on nursing -home

construction and administra-

tion.” '

.. littenberg said"The struégle

to keep our parents and grand-
parents in their homes with dig-
nity is bappening. at the grass
roots, and only by bringing ou
stories to our congressmen ir.
public forums can they knov
how to change the law.

e ——————
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Senator Graham to Hear Elderly Needs for in-home Nutsing Cate

Democratic U.S. Senator  €I% need to knew more about need for financial assistance. signed that indicates the fnl-
Bob Graham will hear why existing home nursing pro- ! Litenberg said legislation jowing: 1) The same finan-
(here must be legisiation en-  grams and their limitations”, 10 provide in-home carc will cial assistance for in-heine
acted for government funded Littenberg said. "If you are not write itself. "The struggle card as for nursing howme
nome nursing care for the verypooror wealthy, youare 6 kecp our parents and care; 2) Financia! assistance
elderly, when his aide, Ellen covered. Its all the elderly ~ grandparents in their homes provided for up to 24 hours
Roth, comes {0 Atlantis City  people in-between that we with dignity is happenng at of in-home care; 3} Guide-
Hall, May 17th at 2:00 PM  must address”. the grass roats, and only by lincs ‘established for the
to hear your questions and The Florida State Coun- bringing your stories to our amounts of money to be
comments. "It Is very impor- cil of Senior Citizens has Congressmen in public fo- charged by care givers and
tant for all familics with pa- passed a Resolution for gov- rums can they know how to home health agencies, 4)
rental care issues and seniors ernment funded in-home change the law™. Littenbarg Better guidelines for :he
with spouses in need of in-  care for the elderly. Now we - i urging people to make cv-  schools who train CNA'sand
home cat¢ to bring Eilen mustbringitto the attention  ery effortto attend the forum HHA's, and §) Supervision of
theic stories so she may take of cur elected officials. Our on Wednesday, May 17th at  care givers.
thém to the Scnator® de-  elderly have paved the way 7 PM, and get the message Jewel Littenberg is avail-
clared the forum's sponsor, for the young. Now we must 1o Senator Graham: YEvery- @bleto speak to clubs, ciHd-
Jewel Littenberg of Atlantis, care for them. They cannct  body deserves the rightto age nizations, and condominum
Secretary of the Western and should not be forced 10 with dignity. The proper leg- groups on this topic. Tuter-
Communities Council of Se- become destitute before our isiation must be passed.” arties can contact her

e
nior Citizens and advocate government recognizes their There is a petition to be py calling {561) 964-1¢53.
for senior issues. *Lawmak- :
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Speak out to help get
seniors’ care improved

I would like to thank Fran
Hathaway for her April 30 col-
umn “Too frail, too 1solated. too
poor,” which focused on the
needs of elderly people. Thou-
sands have no one to turn to,
no place to g9, and are being
forced into poverty because our
government refuses to recog-
nize their need for help.

The Florida State Council of
Senior Citizens has passed a
resolution for government-
Gnanced in-home nursing care,
which containg provisions for:
The same financial assistance
for in-home care as for nursing:
home care; financial assistance
for up to 24-hour care; guide-
lines for charges by caregivers
and home health agencies; and
betzer guidelines for the
schools that train nurse assis-
tants and home health aides.

Public forums are starting
to bring this to the attention of
elected officials. But seniors'
voices must be heard. Contact
the FSCSC at (561) 792-8799 or
voice your opinion ata public
forum. The next will be with
Ellen Roth, aide to Sen. Bob
Graham, at 2 p.m. May 17in
the Atlantis City Hall.

JEWEL LITTENBERG
Atlantis

“makers for bailout,”

Make aid for seniors a priority

I thank Ron Wiggins for his March 6 column
“Must nest egg go splat before it hits ‘safety net’
It prompted many people to call who need ielp;"'
have 10 one to turn to and who do not quality fo
taxpayer-supported financial aid to stay in their .-
own homes because their assets are above $2,000.

I found it very interesting that not one persoa
affiliated with the ageacies that provide the assis-

tance called with their suggestions.

It should be one’s right to live out one’s life in
one’s own home in dignity. The Florida State

Coundil of Sehior Titizen¥ ias passed a resolution
calling for a 1 this issue. Now, we must get it
into legislation, locally as well as nationally.

This is an election; year. We have eight months
to let our re: resentatives know we want action;
otherwise, they will not get senior citizens' votes.

It can be done; nothing is impossible if we want it
badly enough. ' ‘

B lewet Littenberg called Jetters editor
Chris Felker on Tuesday to note that the -
letter published *hat day under the head-
line “Make aid for seniors a priority” had
actually been written by her and not by
Tony Fransetta, resident of the Florida
State Council of Senior Citizens. Ms. Lit-
tenberg, of Atlantis, who-is secretary to
one chapter of the council, wrote the let-
ter March 6 and sent a copy to the council,
which resubmitted it to Ihe Past over Mr.
Fransetta's namne. Ms. Littenberg's name
was included, but her position was not
noted, so her name was omitted whenthe -
letter was printed. That was an oversight.__

Petition to keep eiderly at home

V,}’ﬂnr '
The March 21 article

J¢ “Nursing homes: ask law-
ce confused me. It stated that
fanilies sue because of negligent care. The nurs-
ing homes contend that problerns arise from nfir-
nities associated with old age ot disease.
~ Many legislators believe the problems stem
frorp bad operators with a recor of freud and
abuse, and by overpaying executives with Medi-
care and Medicaid reimbursements. .
" Finally, the article states that thousands of eld-
erly people.will have no place to go since one-fifth
of the nursing homes-in Florida operated by na-
tional chains are aiready in bankruptcy.
The only thing I am clear about is that there is
absolutely no concern for the patient. Greed
seems to be the determining factor. Therefore, the
Florida State Council of Senior Citizens has passed
2 resolution calling for federal financing to assist
frail, elderly people who require nursing care and
want to remaio in their own homes. Petitions are
being circulated to make this a federal law.
Jewel Littenberg, secretary
Wastern Communities Council of Senior Citizens
) ~_Atiantis
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Published Saturday, May 20, 2000, in the Miami Herald

Home care out of reach for most

Ten years ago my mother suffered her first stroke and since has passed away.
My father, at 85, is frail and has had in-home care for several years. | have
become very experienced with in-home care and know what it requires to
enable an elderly person to remain in his home.

it's very costly. If one has more than $2,500 in assets, the govemment
contributes nothing. This is sad for the millions of etderly people who are not at
poverty level yet who don't have enough money to afford proper care.

Therefore, | have written a resolution, which was passed by the Florida State
Council Of Senior Citizens. 1t would provide government funding for in-home
care. it addresses the needs of people of modest means who shouldn't have to
become impoverished to get help.

The resolution has been endarsed by many groups and organizations. Now we
also must get the support of elected officials who can make it a law. They are
aware that Medicare home-care spending is down 45 percent and that one-fifth
of the nursing homes in Florida already are in bankruptcy.

Thousands of eldery people will have no place to go.

With a $210 billion budget surplus, there is no reason for our elderly to become
destitute before they are provided for. Everyone should have the right to live
out his life in dignity. This is an election year. Now is the time 1o give the
message to our elected officials loud and clear: If you continue to ignore us, we
will ignore you. No funds, no vote!

JEWEL LITTENBERG
Atlantis

—London.[-lng.—— Gamis

Contact Us
Copytight 2000 Miami Herald
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* Everyone should deserve the right to live out his life with dignity. Every
elderly person should have the option of remaining in his own home, as an
alternative to being warehoused in a nursing home. Therefore the Florida
State Council of Senior Citizens has passed a Resolution which includes
the following for government funded in-home care:

* The same financial assistance for in-home care as for nursing home care
* [mancial assistance for up to 24-hour in-home care
* Guidelines for charges by caregivers and home health agencies

* Better guidelines for the schools that train Certified Nursing Assistants
and Home Health Aides

* Supervision of the caregiver

One-fifth of all the nursing homes in Florida are facing bankruptcy, which will
leave thousands of elderly with no place to go. Thousands of seniors are
being forced into bankruptcy because of their high medical expenses.

Our government boasts of a $210 million surplus in the budget. Therefore,
they must provide for the elderly. The elderly have paved the way for the
young, and must not be forgotten.

It is very important for all families and spouses with nursing care issues to
bring this to the attention of our elected officials. Lawmakers need to know
more about existing home nursing programs and their limitations.

If you are very poor or very wealthy, you are covered. 1t’s all the elderly
people 1n-between that we must address.

One must be down to his last $2500 before the government will realize his
need for iinancial help. We cannot continue 1o let this happen.
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FLORIDA INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL, INC..
A= = =

1018 Thomasville Road, Suite 100A
Tallahassee, Florida 32303-6271
850-488-5624 (V/TDD)
1-877-822-1993 (V/TDD)
850-488-5881 (FAX)

Silc@polaris.net

June 9, 2000

Jewel Littenberg
472 Forestview Drive
Atlantis, FL 33462

Dear Ms. Littenberg,

It is with great pleasure tc inform you that the resolution presented by the Florida State Council
of Senior Citizens, Inc. to the Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. passed unanimously at
the Council’s quarterly meeting held on May 18, 2000.

Since the mission of the Council is to see all people live as independently as possible in their
own communities it was felt this resolution was of great importance to the citizens of Florida.

If you need any further information or assistance please contact Beth Schultz, Executive Director
toll free at 877-822-1993.

Again thank you for the opportunity for the Council to endorse this worthwhile resolution.
Sincerely,
/2
et o
; -
{7/

Pinkney C. Seale, Jr.
President
Florida Independent Living Council, Inc.




~ RESOLUTION NO.00-06.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTIS,
FLORIDA SUPPORTING THE PUBLICLY STATED POLICY OF THE
FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL OF SENIOR CITIZENS REGARDING THE NEED

FOR THE ENACTMENT OF LEGISLATION AT THE STATE AND FEDERAL

LEVEL TO PROVIDE FOR FINAN CIAL ASSISTANCE AND GENERAL

GUIDELINES CONCERNING THE PROVISION OF IN-HOME NURSING CARE

FOR THE ELDERLY; PROVIDING FOR DISTRIBUTION; PROVIDING AN

EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the Florida State Council of Senior Citizens has publicly stated their position
that there is a need for the enactment of state and federal legislation concering the provision of in-
home care for the elderly through the establishment of regulations regarding financial assistance and
general guidelines for agencies and agency caregivers dealing directly with the elderly patients who
require nursing services; and

WHEREAS, the Florida State Council of Senior Citizens has circulated a resolution which
includes support of the following legislative positions: equal personal financial consideration given
to elderly patients whether they chose to enter a nursing home or have in-home nursing care;
automatic financial assistance to elderly patients based on their financial needs through either
medicare or social security on a twenty-four hour basis; guidelines established for both private and
agency caregivers regarding the costs of in-home patient care; and guidelines for schools who train
nurses or nursing assistants to provide specific instruction regarding in-home patient care; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Atlantis believes it is in the best interest of the
health, safety and welfare of its citizens to-support the lobbying efforts of the Florida State Counctl
of Senior Citizens regarding the enactment of state or federal legislation concerning in-home health
care for elderly patients.

NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ATLANTIS, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1: The City Council of the City of Atlantis hereby supports the efforts of the

Florida Stite Council of Senior Citizens to promote the enactment of state and federal legislation




DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS

WEST PALM BEACH CHAPTER 42
1897 PALM BEACH LAKES BLVD., SUITE 206
WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33409

As the representative of an organization acting out of a local group with 1600 members am
concerned with our elderly. I

have reviewed the petition with its four elements concerning extended care for the elderly;
have reviewed the Florida State Council of Senior Citizens, Inc.. Resolution;

believe that this Resolution described appropriately addresses the intents and plans;
endorse and support this project.

e

v

Adjutant
Disabled American Veterans Chapter 42

April 18, 2000
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VBy Gary Greenberg
Special to JN

ith pcople living

longer and the baby

boomer gencration

approaching AARD
age, anc of the biggest problcms
facing the nation is how o care for
the clderly as they incvitably reach
the tme when they can no longer
care for themsclves.

“From what [ know, we're one of
the only countries that docsn’t
guarantece decent care of its clder-
ly,” saicl Jewel Lil(cnhcrg. a Jewish
resident of Adants and sccretary
ol the Western Communities
Council of Scnior Citizens, partof
a national advocacy group for the
clderly. “It's a terrible message weo
arc sending. The clderly paved the
way for the young. This issuc is not
only for our parcints and grandpar-
ents, but also for us and genera-
tions to come.”

LiLLcnl)crg wants to do some-
thing aboutit. For starters, she
dralted a resolution calling for gov-
cruoment funding for clderly home
cwre, and i was passed by the
Florida State Council of Senior
Citizens last November. The presi-
dent ol that council is conlident it
also will be acdopted by the
Natonal Council of Senior
Citizens atits June 12-16 conven-
tion in Las \’cg:ls.

“We'll be submitting it at the
natonal level and ' be speaking
in its support,” said Tony Franscua,
president of the state council and a
member ol the general policy-
board of the natonal hody.

The resolution has five major
points:

* offcr the same financial assis-
tance for in-home care as for nurs-
ing home care.

* provide financial assistinece for
round-the-clock in-home carc.

* cstablish guidelines for charges |
by carc givers of in-home scrvices,

Y

¢ establish better guidclines for
schools that train certified nursing
assistants and home health aides.

* provide better supcrvision of
tn-home care givers.

“Lveryone should have the right
to hive out his life in dignity,”
Lillcnl)crg said. “Right now. the
way the system is sct up, you have
to be destitute 1o getany assistance
for in-home care and that stinks.”

I,iucnl)crg and Franscua both
potnt out the irony of the situation
in that home carc is typically Tess
costly than msttutional carc.

“The whole idea is to keep peo-
ple out of nursing homes,”
Fransetta explained. "That would
save moncy.”

Meanwhile, the situation is des-
poerate.

"About onc-fifth of the nursing
hiomes and assisted living facititics
are [acing hankruptey and care [in
those Cacilities] is incansistent at
hest,” Littenberg noted. “Even so,
the costs are outrageous — a nvini-
mim ol $100 a (IJI}-/ —and more ;
and move clderly people are facing
personal hankruptey heeause of "

Fransctta hlimes the sitiation on
afederal b

“The 1997 Older American Act
cut back too e in funding (or
Medicare providers,” he contend-
. "It puca locof home e peo-
ple out of business. Some couldnt
absorb the cuthacks and others
were determined unqualificd
under the new, morce stringent
faws. The cnd result was that peo-
ple lost coverage.”

Simply throwing money ac the
problcim s’ cnough (o cnsure

SCNIATS FCCCIVe quality home care,
added Scott Boord. chiel operating
oflicer and senior viee president of
the Joseph L. Morse Geriatrie
Center, a Jewish nursing home in
West Palen Beach (hat also provides
at-home care and conumninity-
hascd services through an allitiace,

N ' 1 A e

in their crown

Local woman fights to securc home care fundin ¢ for the elde

Scrvices Agency.

“State fun(liug for comnmiunaty-
hased [care] for the clderly is
cxtremely weak,” Boord said. “Dhat

jus[ to say “rive me more maney’

without the proper methodology |
notvery smuut. | would support
increased hending Tor a conumuni-
ty-hased clderly pi‘ngr:nn with a
rnc(lm(l()l(_)gy that would assure
that the scrvices being provided
were cffective.™

Lill(tul)(‘.rg agrees. She has
assaubted the status quo by cinbard
ing on A onc-woman public rela.
tions crusade. She has organicd
public forums, talked to the [rress,
appcarcd an television and con-
tacted the presumed presidential
candidates, Al Gare and George W
Jush. _

She spoke 1o Gore about home
cave for the clderly alier lis April’
town mecung in Delray Beach and
he promiscd 1o "look into it.” She
also scnt a copy of her vresolution
to Dusht's policy departiment in
Austin, Texas, (or review. Her
foritms have attracted the auen-
ton and temtative support of Palm
Yeach Rep. Robert Wexler and
Sen. Pob Cealinm's regional dircc-
tov for South Florida, Fllen Roth,

“Lawinakers have 1o be made
aware ol the situation so they know
to do somcthing about "
l..il.l(‘.ulu;‘lg s "The govarnment
tels s dhat there s a 3210 million
surplus andd yet they contimie (o
et more and mare benelis from
the elderly. Peaple have (o speak
up. They have 1o cantacl their rep-
resentatives and tell them o (i
this rezolution into legislation.”

One way pceople can help to
achicve that goal is 1o sign and
help civcnlate a |)<:l.i(.io||-cnlling (or
lcdcral legistators 1o consider the
iSstc. l,il_(("rnhf:rg has hit the air-
waves to drum |'||) grassrools sup-
port. and it appears to be working.
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Hee May 2.0 inier view on the
Channel 29 moruing news lit up
the switchboaed at the State
Council of Semor Citizens,

/\ccnrding to Franscua, following
the broadcast of Littenberg's inter-
view, a lot ol pcople called the
council asking f(or copics of the
petition. Now l,il.lcnl)crg Is push-
ing to have the intervicw aired by
alliliate stations around the coun-
try. And just last Friday, she took
the issuc to the Holy Grail of tele-
altruism: The Oprah Winlrcy
Show.

“I'e-mailed Oprah about it and
we'll see what happens,”
Littcnberg said. "My goal is to geta
chain of pctitions circulating
around thic country. I'm going to
kcep going until 1 hit a brick wall.
Then, | guess [l just have (o go
Lhrm_lgh i

“Jewcel is a onc-person dynamo,”
Fransctta said. “IT 1 had 100 like
her, we conld str:\ighl_cn out the
state real quick.™ 7

For more iformation or (o gel a copy
of the petition, contact the Flovida State
Corvencil of Senior Citizens at 792
8799
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Western communities leader seeks senior home-cai

JewelLittenberg

By ALLYSON J. KLEINMAN

FORUM STAFr wailfa

Aller her mother suffered
her first stroke about 10

years ago. Atlantis resident”

Jewnl  Littenberg began

thinking seriously about in-

~home seniot nursing cave.

vet they were (ortunate (o
have two of their children
providing assistance.

“"What happens (o the
seniors who don't have chil-
dren nearby or who don't
qualify for  Medicaid?"
Littenberg wondered,
thus began her long nation-
wide journey for Federal leg-
islation that Cunded home
healthcare.

She whipped up a resolu-

tion that provides. federal

assistauce for up to 24-hour
daily home care: guidelines
for caregivers’ and home
health agencies’ expenses;
Letter guidelines for schools
that train certified nursing
assistants (CNAs), home
health assistants (HLIAs)
and supervision of care-
givers:

and

IHer saga started about
three years apo when,
attending a conference an

aging, she mentioned her
resolution fo the panel's
- moderator, Ancta Sowell,

community relations manay-
er {for Channel 12 News,

Sewell quickly identified
witlh this issue, having had
similar experiences provid-
ing heatthcare for her mom.

She read the resolution to
conference attendees
Littenberg's
slowly gathered steam.

It wasn't until March 2000
that media attention focused
on Littenberg. With the help
of Tony Fransetla, president

“ of (he Florida State Council
Money was quickly deplet- :
ed from her parents’ savings, -

of Senior Citizens, Inc., who
took her resolution and put
it into proper format; Robert
Wexler, [D-FL) congressman,

J1ath District, and Ellen Roth,

Soulh Florida regional
director  for Scn.  Bob
Graham, who have spoken in
support of the resolution at
forums around the slate,

Littenberg got publicity. for
lier resolution.

Petitions have been sent
out for supporting signa-

and
hrainchitd ¢

tures- wilh tie-ins with focal

organizations - the fivst step |
ralification |

in  obtaining

from the legislatutre. The

resolution next goes to the-
National Council of Senior.

Citizens for passage.

On April 7, Littenberg mu(,i

with Vice Mresident Al Gore!
al a Delray town meoling:
an(l asked fm |II§ <uppml m

plesulcn(_ml platform. Gore
assured her he would lTook at
the resolution.

Her query to Gov. George
W. Bush's compaign was sent
to his policy department in

Austin, Texas. for farther
study.
She bhas support from

Congressman E. Clay Shaw,
Ju's [R-FL] office.  Shaw

serves as chairman of the-
Sccurity'

Social
Subcommiitee in Congress.
[n a May 17 public forum,
Littenberg spoke directly to
government officials for sup-

port of the vesolution and!
expects it {o be at the nation-

al level by election time.

Littenberg grew
Rochester, N.Y., in a working
class family. Her father was
a farmer who supported his
wife and six children during
the depression.

“If you want something
bad enough, you can do it
Anything worthwhile does-

n't come easily,” were the
family's molloes. .
Back in New York.

Littenberg was a fashion
designer who, 23 years ago.
started her own Dbusines:
working from home that
blossomed into a profitable
company with worldwide
sales.

She is listed in the Who
Who of American Women.

“The bottom line is every-:
one should live out his lifr

with dignity,” Litteubery
says.
Sitce il is an election year

~lan fradre Alia Fleseatee liad¥inoa.

up in’

the lime is ripe tor actic
before November:
Liltenberg, secretary
the Western Communitis
Council of Senior Citizen

-works out of her home ar

pays her own expenses. atte
dant to passing the resol
tion.

“Help (rom governme:
shotild come,” she adds, nc
ing the governmental su
plement would be based ¢

personal assets.

She would like to see t!
costs absorbed by the feder
government, piggybacki
on to existing Soci
Security and Medicare pr
grams.

Littenberg says she wan
universal support for he
cause since the population
aging and we will all one dr
be in similar positions :
those who cannot. affor
home healthcare but choos
not to live out the rest of ot
lives in nursing facilities.

“You can't totally blam
our legislators if peop:
don't say ‘we need help,
Littenberg says.
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To: Karin Kullman by fax 456-7028

From: Danny Wexler

Subject: Meeting/Photo op with representatives of Rotary Internationiil
Date: September 19, 2000

Kann:

Attached is a copy of a letter that was sent to the President from Rotary Interpational requesting a
brief photo op. The purpose is explained in the letter.

Rotary International will contribute over $500 million to polio cradication by the time polio is no
longer a threat. The largest contribution of any singlc organization. Throughout the Clinton
administration they have worked closely with AID and CDC as well as the Congress to increase
federal support of this effort. They have met with Bruce Reed, Chris Jennirgs, Dan Mendlesohn
and Steve Ricchetti as well as a few photo ops with the President.

I thought given the subject matter its probably best to go through your officz for this request.

As they attribule much of their success to the Presidents leadership on this issue, they would like
to present him with something to commemorate his efforts before he leaves office. This photo
will be widely distributed among Rotarians worldwide.

Thanks [or you time. Let mc know what you think. I have also attached some additional
background on the issue.

Danny Wexler

Vice President

Capitol Associates, Inc.
202-544-1880
dw(@capitolassociates.com
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

One Rotary Center HERBERT G. BROWN

1560 Sherman Avenue Chairman, The Rorary Foundation, 2000-2001
Evaneton, IL 60201-3698 USA President, Rortary Intemnational, 1995-1996

14 September 2000

Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States of America
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

Omn September 27 representatives of Rotary International, in cooperation with the United
Nations and other core partners, including the U.S. Government, will mec:t to outline the
strategy for the final push to eradicate polio. While the meeting will focus on the challenges
that lie ahead, it will also provide an opportunity to reflect on the progress we have made to
date.

In recognition of your leadership in this effort, Rotary International would like to present you
with a replica of the PolioPlus statue that sits outside our international headquarters in
Evanston, Illinois. The statue was designed by Glenna Goodacre, the artist who designed the
Vietnam Memorial and the new gold dollar coin. Past Rotary International President James
Lacy and I would consider it a great honor to present this statue to you. We are available at
any time between 2-6, 9-10 or 16-19 October.

Thanks to the extraordinary leadership you have shown during your years as president, we
are closer now to the eradication of polia than we have ever been. Since 1995, the United
States” contribution to global polio eradication has increased tenfold. Through your visits to
India and Nigeria you have focused international attention on the urgency of this struggle.
Through your tireless commitment to the plight of the children of the wcrld, you have
exemplified Rotary’s ideal of service above self.

I look forward to thanking you in person for your work on behalf of the children of the 21%
century.

Sincerely,

St A S e

Herbert G. Brown
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
President, Rotary International, 1995-1996

FPhone: 847-886-3000 FAX: B47-866-3042
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Global Polio Eradication Initiative

’

g U.S. Leadership

« Among donor nations, the United States has taken the major leadership role in a
muliilateral effort to eradicate polio, and over the last three years has contributed
over 45% percent ($288 million) of all donor funds used to eradicite polio; from
1995-2000 the United States government, under the President’s leadership, provided
over $400 million for global polio eradication.

» For Fiscal 2000 the Administration and Congress approved a total of $111.4 miliion
in Fiscal 2000 for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), including
$15 million in supplemental funding for CDC, and $25 million for the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID).

» For Fiscal 2001 the President requested a total of $116.4 million for global polio
eradication in his budget request, a $5 million increase over the Fiscal 2000 level.

Accomplishments
s Polio will be only the second disease to be eradicated from the earth, an historic

accomplishment. Small pox was certified eradicated in 1979.

» The target date for certification of eradication is 2005. When the wotld is certified
polio free and immunizations can cease, the United States will save $230 million
annually and the world will save at least $1.5 billion.

s Children all over the world will be free from the threat of polio, a devastating disease
which at one time crippled over 500,000 annually.

e The health infrastructure put into place by the polio eradication initiative will provide
benefits to future public heaith measures to control and eradicate infectious

diseases.
Progress Towards ication
e The eradication goal was set by a resolution of the World Health Organization in
1988.

e Polio cases have fallen from 350,000 in 1988 to approximately 7.000 reported cases
in 1999, overall polio has been reduced world-wide by 90%.

e In 1994 the Western Hemisphere was certified polio-free. Since Rotary began its
PolioPlus Program, the number of polio endemic countries has declined from over
125 countries in 1985 to 30 countries at the beginning of the year 2000. Polio has
virtually disappeared frorn China, the Western Pacific and Europa.

e During 74 full National Immunization Days, 16 Sub-National Immunization Days and
7 Mopping-up activities conducted in 1999, over 450 million children received oral
polio vaccine. This represents nearly 75 percent of all the world's children under the
age of five.

e In India in January 1998 over 130 million children were immunized in one day, the
largest public heaith event in history - Pakistan, Bangladesh, ancl six other countries
coordinated their NIDs to achieve the maximum effect over the entire region.

Public/Private Partnership

+ The polio eradication campaign represents a historic partnership between the public
and private sector to positively impact global heath.

» By the year 2005, Rotary's contributions to the global polio eradication effort will be
approximately a half billion dollars. In addition, millions of dollars of 'in-kind' and
personal contributions have been made by and through local Retary clubs and
districts for polio eradication activities.

» Rotary volunteers around the world are contributing millions of hours to polio
immunization at National Immunization Days (NIDs), and are involved with the
surveillance of polio cases reporting suspected cases to the local health authorities.
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National Government Relations Office
August 25, 2000
Ms. Stephanie S. Streett —

Assistant to the President and
Director of Presidential Scheduling
Executive Office of the President
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Ground Fl., West Wing
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Stephanie:

It was great speaking with you a couple of weeks ago. As we discussed, each year it has been a tradition for
the President of the United States to bestow the American Cancer Society’s Cancer Courage Award on an
individual whose experience with the disease is an inspiration to others who are facing a similar battle. This
award has been presented every year since the era of Franklin D. Roosevelt. Attached is a summary of the
criteria for selection along with a list of past recipients.

Unul recently, the ceremony was conducted in early April to mark the start of Cancer Control Month. As our
programs and fundraising have become year-round, this event is often scheduled in the summer or fall. On
behalf of the American Cancer Society’s 2 million volunteers and the more than 16 million supporters, we
would very much appreciate it if the President could find time this fall to continue the tradition of presenting
this prestigious award.

It is customary to have the American Cancer Society senior officials take part in the White House ceremony.
Our current officers are:

John R. Kelly, PhD, Chairman, Board of Directors
Gerald L. Woolam, MD, President
John R. Seffrin, PhD, Chief Executive Officer

As in the past, we are prepared to work closely with your office in arranging attendance, photography, press
releases, etc. Thank you, Stephanie, for your consideration of this request. Please let me know if you need
additional information. I will follow-up with you after Labor Day.

s?er’j /
\_ 7 o s o
Daniel I?S'_n;th / §f¢’///¢

National Vice President
Federal & State Government Relations

cc: Mary Beth Cahill, Asst. to the President and Dir. of Public Liaison
Bruce Reed, Asst. to the President for Domestic Policy .~

701 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., N.W.,, SUITE 650, WASHINGTON, DC 20004-2608 « PHONE (202) 661-5700 » FAX (202) 661-5750
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American Cancer Society
Courage Award Criteria

The American Cancer Society Courage Award is historically presented by the President of the
United Satates to recognize April as Cancer Control Month. Every sitting President since
Franklin D. Roosevelt has

so received the Society.

The annual White House Courage Award recipient is decided at the highest levels of the
American Cancer Society.

The person we select has displayed valor, courage, and determination in fighting the disease,
frequently with a high public profile. Their choice will be an inspiration to others.

A majority of past recipients have been in the public eye, often in the entertainment business,
because they have a high profile and can be easily influential with the public. Sometimes the
recipient is not selected until the last minute in order to get somone in the current news.

Occasionally, a person from a more everyday walk of life is chosen such as a housewife,
businessman, college student, etc., who has displayed extraordinary courage in fighting cancer.
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AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY
COURAGE AWARD RECIPIENTS

Year Recipient Description

1998 Barry Bostwick Actor

1997 Brett Butler Baseball player

1995 Annie McKenzie Breast Cancer
Jennette Chessin Breast Cancer

1994 Norm Stewart Basketball coach
Rodney Patterson Basketball player

1993 Matilda Goodridge Socioeconomically
Jeremy Fleury Disadvantaged Survivors

1992 Senator Connie Mack US Senator & wife
Priscilla Mack

1991 Robert Polhill Former hostage

1990 Dave Drevecky Baseball player

1989 Steve Allen Entertainer

1988 Jill Ireland Actress

1987 Minnie Pearl Entertainer

1986 Ann Jillian Entertainer

1985 Jeff Keith Marathon runner

1984 Amanda Blake Actress

1983 Shelly Bruce Entertainer

1982 Forrest Gregg NFL Coach

1981 Karen Anderson Housewife

1980 Otto Graham NFL football player

1979 Tracy Andrus Teenager

1978 Tom Harper Naval Academy Midshipman

1977 Minnie Riperton Entertainer

1976 Gene Littler Professional Golfer

1975 Robert Johnson West Point Cadet

1974 William Gargan Actor

1973 Jack Pardee NFL Coach

1972 Mike Finamore College Student

1971 Marguerite Piazza Opera Singer
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