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QUOTES 

Fighting Fraud, Waste, and Abuse in Medicare 

"...some of the decrease in [expenditures] is lilcely to be attributable to certain efforts to 
combat fraud and abuse." [HCFA Office ofthe Actuary, November 1998] 

Reforming the Heahh Insurance Market 

Waiting on quotes. 

Protecting Medical Privacy 

"The Administration has made significant headway where Congress could not [on medical 
privacy] to restore public trust and confidence in our nation's health care system." [October 29, 
1999, Janlori Goldman, Director of the Health Privacy Project at Georgetown University] 

Janlori Goldman, considered to be one of the leading medical privacy experts nationwide, 
directs the Health Privacy Project at Georgetown University's Institute for Health Care 
Research and Policy. The Project is dedicated to ensuring that people's privacy is safeguarded 
in the health care environment. 



Preventing Genetic Discrimination 

"Already in genetics research studies, we are seeing individuals who opt not to participate in 
research because of their fear that this information could fall into the wrong hands and be used 
to deny them a job or a promotion... To put in place today a policy to ensure [genetic] 
differences are not used as a basis for insidious discrimination is historic and visionary." [Dr. 
Francis Collins, Director of the Human Genome Project, February 9, 2000] 

Expanding Access to High Quality Health Care 

"When we found the Healthy Families program, it was like a miracle. Now my kids have a 
regular doctor who knows our family. I don't have to worry about taking them in for their 
school physicals or for their vaccinations. They can run around and climb on things and jump 
off things and the only thing I really need to worry about is if they get their clothes dirty. 
Because ofthe Healthy Families program, my husband and I can make sure that our kids grow 
up healthy." [Evelyn Alvarado, California, September 7, 1999] 

Evelyn Alvarado, is a 30 year old woman who was able to enroll her children in California's 
CHIP program (Healthy Families). Evelyn's children - Daniel ( aged 13), Mary (aged 11), 
and Samuel (aged 8) - enrolled in Healthy Families in June 1999. Before they enrolled in 
Healthy Families, they were uninsured for eight years. Evelyn says that when her kids were 
uninsured, they only saw the doctor when in the case of emergencies. 

Providing New Insurance Opportunities For People With Disabilities 

"We have been waiting for so long to see this bill signed - to watch as this Administration... 
opens the door to employment for individuals with disabilities all over America." [James 
Sullivan, New Hampshire, December 16, 1999] 

James is a C6 quadriplegic (partial use of his arms) who is in his mid thirties. Two days before 
he turned 18, he broke his back diving into a wave. James is from a family of pilots and had 
planned to work as a mechanic, but his disability prevents that. James has done a lot of 
volunteer work to keep busy, including serving as chairman of the school board, volunteering 
at the high school, and serving on the New Hampshire Rehabilitation Council. He is willing to 
give up his SSDI check if he could go back to work and keep his personal attendant services. 
If his state takes the Medicaid buy in option, Jeffords-Kennedy will allow him to do just that. 
He would like to get a job in the telecommunications industry. 

Raising Childhood Immunization Rates 

Trying to find something from AAP. 

Fighting for a Strong, Enforceable, Patients' Bill of Rights 



0PM quote - mental health parity 

Investing in Biomedical Research 

Possible Christopher Reeves quote? 

Increasing Organ Donation 

"When we got the call that a liver was available, it was one of the happiest days of our lives. 
I've had my new liver for 3 years and 2 months now, and we're doing just fine. Each day, I 
thank God for being able to play sports with my kids, spend time with my wife, and work at a 
job that I love." [Jose Torres, New Jersey, September 23, 1999] 

Jose Torres received his donated liver in July of 1997. A few months before that, he 
developed debilitating pains in his abdomen. He thought that it was food poisoning, and his 
wife Maria rushed him to the hospital - where he ended up staying for ahnost a month. Jose 
was diagnosed with a rare liver disease, and he and his family learned that without a 
transplant, he had less than a year to live. Those months were stressful ones for the family; 
Jose was forced to leave his job as a homicide detective and stay at home. Maria was forced to 
work extra hours and worried about the family's financial future; their six children all spent 
more time at home to try and help as much as they could instead of playing sports after school 
and taking up extracurricular activities. Jose calls his transplant a "gift from God" - he and 
his family now appreciate every day they have together. He speaks whenever he can about the 
importance of organ donation. 
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President Clinton's Legacy: Improving Health Care 

Health care was a growing problem in American in 1992. Working Ainerican families struggled to 
keep up with soaring health care costs — often worrying that they would lose their coverage all 
together ~ while too many Americans had no coverage at all. At the same time, Medicare seemed to 
hover on the brink of crisis, with experts were predicting that the Medicare Trust Fund would go 
bankrupt by 1999. After the economy, health led all other domestic issues in public opinion polls by 
a ratio of more than 2-1, while 30 percent of Americans said that health care costs were the most 
urgent health problem facing the nation. 

Increasing Access and Improving the Nation's Health 
President Clinton came into office determined to expand access to health care for all Americans. 
The President has strengthened the Medicare program, and taken strong steps to increase access and 
improve the quality of our nation's health care system. 

• Enacted the most comprehensive Medicare reforms in history, passing the Balanced Budget Act 
of 1997 which included provisions to protect, modernize and extend the life of the Medicare 
Trust Fund while offering new options for patient choice and preventive care. The Balanced 
Budget Act also provided an array of new weapons in our tight to keep scam artists and tly-by-
night health care out of Medicare and Medicaid, and President Clinton has assigned more federal 
prosecutors and FBI agents to fight health care fraud than ever before. 

• Expanded access to quality health care by enacting the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act, which helps people keep health insurance when they change jobs, guarantees 
renewability of coverage, and ensures access to health insurance for small businesses. The 
President also enacted the largest investment in health care for children since 1965, providing 
health care for up to five million children with the State Children's Health Insurance Program, 
and led aggressive outreach efforts to enroll eligible children. The President enacted mental 
health parity provisions to help eliminate discrimination against Americans with mental illnesses. 

• Improved health care for our most vulnerable citizens, raising childhood immunization rates to 
record levels by investing in the Childhood Immunization Initiative. The President also 
implemented a comprehensive nursing home quality initiative, issuing the toughest nursing home 
regulations in the history of the Medicare and Medicaid programs to ensure seniors receive high 
quality care. 

• Extended strong, enforceable patient protections for millions of Americans by directing federal 
agencies to ensure that Americans covered by federal health plans, and Medicare and Medicaid, 
have the benefits and rights guaranteed under the proposed Patients' Bill of Rights. 

• Improved women's reproductive health care by signing the Freedom of Access to Clinic 
Entrances Act, enacting provisions to provide contraceptive coverage to federal employees, and 
securing historic increases in family planning programs. During his first days in office, the 
President issued five executive orders protecting women's reproductive rights, including 
repealing the Mexico City policy; reversing the federal gag rule; and lifting the ban on the 
importafion of RU-486, leading the way for FDA approval based on scientific evidence. 

• Made unprecedented investments in biomedical research, increasing funding for the National 
Institutes of Health by nearly $8 billion and strongly supporting the efforts of the National 
Human Genome Research Institute to map the entire human genome, which will revolutionize 
health care in the future. The President also enacted comprehensive FDA reform that expedited 
the review and approval of new drug products to ensure that the benefits of medical 
breakthroughs reach the people who need them more quickly. 
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The Results: More Americans Have Health Care 
President Clinton's balanced approach to increasing access to quality health care has paid off for 
America, with the number of insured Americans declining for the first time in 12 years. 

Medicare is in the soundest shape since 1975, with the life ofthe Trust Fund extended until 
2025. In 1992, Medicare was expected to run out of money in 1999. 
From 1998 to 1999, the number of Americans with health insurance rose by 1.7 million ~ two-
thirds of them children. This is the first decline in the number of uninsured in 12 years. 
2.5 million addifional children have access to health care because they have enrolled in CHIP. 
Childhood immunizafion rates are at an all-time high with over 90 percent of America's toddlers 
received the most critical doses of each of the routinely recommended vaccines in 1996, 1997, 
and again in 1998. 
Infant mortality is at an all-time low, declining by 15.2 percent since 1992. 
Protections included in the Patients' Bill of Rights have been extended to 85 million people 
covered by Federal health plans, and Medicare and Medicaid. 
Insurance coverage of contraceptives has been extended to approximately 1.2 million women of 
childbearing age covered by federal health plans. 
NIH supports the highest levels of research ever on nearly all types of disease and health 
conditions, making new breakthroughs possible in vaccine development and use, the treatment of 
chronic disease, and prevention and treatment of diseases such as diabetes, osteoporosis, heart 
disease, cancer, and neurological diseases like Alzheimers and Parkinsons. 

Real Stories Go Here 
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Anna- that CHIP event I was talking about occurred on 2/23/99. Here is a Op-Ed written by the First Lady that 
outlines the real family's story. 

UIWEL 1 - I OF 6 STORIES 

Copyright 1^99 Cliatlanoogii Publishing Coiiip;iiiy 
Challanooga fimes / Chaltaiiooga Free Press 

February 2S, 1999, Sunday 

SFCriON: LIFESTYLF; Pg. FI2 

L.FNGTM: 780 words 

l-IF.ADLINE: Campaign AltcniptsTo Get Mealtli Insurance for Every U.S. Child 

BYLINE: Hillary Rodham Clinlon 

BODY: 

I want lo give you a new toll-free phone number — I-877-KIL")S-NOW. I hope 
you'll write it down or cul it out and pin it lo your bullelin board. Passing 
this number along could be ihc mosl important thing you do Ibr a child Ihis 
year. 

In August 1997, as pari of the balanced budgel agreement, my husband signed 
inlo law ihe largcsi expansion ol'healih care in 30 years, providing coverage 
Ibr millions of uninsured children and their parcnls. Although this was an 
extraordinary commilnicnl, I knew il woidd lake lots of hard work lo aclually gel 
these children inlo ihe .syslem, receiving the health care ihey need. Bul I also 
knew a counlry lhal values its children so much, is al the height of its 
prosperity and has ihc best health-care syslem in ihe worki could do ihe iob. 

More lhan 4 million chiidrcn are eligible for Medicaid, bul nol enrolled. 
Millions of others could qualify for the Children's Healih Insurance Program 
because they have working parents who arc employed by businesses that don'l 
provide healih insurance and who can't afford lo pay ihe premiums ihemsclves. Or 
llicy have losl their coverage when Iheir parenls have lost iheir jobs. These 
parents wanl health insurance for their kids, bul long and complicated 
application forms and a lack of information present stumbling blocks. 

For Ihe families of these children, the slightest cough or the smallest 
accident can cause enormous worry. A serious illness can lead lo linancial ruin 
or tragedy. 

At the White House this week, I met Mary Sniitli of Biiltiniore. Mary and her 
husband both work, but for three years, they were unable to afford health 
insurance for their two boys, Samuel .Ir. anil Thomas. Mary told me that she felt 



like she was "walking on eggshells" the entire three years, especially when the 
boys started playing sports. Since July 1998, her children have hecn covered 
through CHIP, and now, she says she feels much more relaxed. 

Mary Smith mighl be able lo relax now. bul we can'l. Il's up lo each of us 
lo get this phone number inlo Ihe hands of every single family iluil is eligible 
for Medicaid or CI IIP in Ihe largcsi cily or in the mosl remote rural area. 

This week, the presidenl and I . along wilh several governors and private 
sector partners, launched the "Insure Kids Now" campaign lo reach oul and enroll 
every eligible child. 

The heart ofthe campaign is Ihe toll-free number 1-877-KIDS-NOW 
(1-877-54.3-7669). Thanks to an agreement between theNational Governors 
Association and Bell Atlantic, parenls who call this number will be connecled 
wilh represcnlalives in their state who will give Iheni inlbrmalion aboul 
henclils, eligibility and how lo apply lor coverage. 

"Insure Kids Now" is the produel of unpreccdcnled support from organizations 
all over the counlry, including ihe media and business, ihe health-care induslry 
and community groups. This week, NBC is unveiling a new public service 
announcenienl lo broadcast the number in prime lime. I have taped a PSA lhal will 
run on several networks including ABC, Turner Broadcasting. Paramounl and 
Univision will air the information in Spanish, and raclio listeners in 45 stales 
will soon begin hearing spots as well. 

In addition, major corporations including McDonald's. Kmart and Ralph's 
Supermarkels arc taking steps lo display 1-877-KIDS-NOW on grocery bags and 
reslauranl plaee mats, on school buses and in doclors' offices, even on the 
toolhbrushes lhal dcnlisls give Ihcir palienls. 

And eommunily organizations like Ihe Uiiiletl Way. ihe National Collaboralion 
for Youlh and others lhal reach millions of yoiuigslers are working lo make sure 
lhal families hear aboul health insurance from ihc people they trust the mosl -
teachers and principals, doctors and nur.ses. rabbis and ministers, coaches and 
mentors. 

While all these efforts are important, we must nol forget that, llrsl and 
Ibremost. it is the responsibility of parenls to call this number and sign iheir 
kids up for health care. But that's nol the end ofthe story. Everybody can 
help. To make sure that more parenls make this call, every one of us who 
touches Ihe life ofa child in any way must Join Ihe effort. 

Take a minute lo Ihink aboul the children you know. Il'any of Ihem is going 
wiihoul health insurance, give their parcnls ihis number -- I-877-KIDS-NOW. ll 
could be ihe most imporlanl ihing you do for a child Ihis year. 

If you're interested in learning more about how lo gel health insurance for 
every child, you can visit this Web site: www.insurckidsnow.gov. 

To llnd out more aboul Hillary Rodham Clinlon and read her past columns, 
visit the Creators Syndicate Web page al www.crealors.com. 

c. Creators Syndicate 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: March 5. 1999 
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President Clinton's Legacy: Building One America 

In 1992, Americans seemed to have lost the sense of community that had made our nation strong. 
The economic gap between haves and have-nots was increasing, and the social divide between those 
diverse communities grew larger as well. The Administration was mired in old solutions that failed 
to address the core issues affecting the different communities that make up our nation. Rather than 
building an ethic of responsibility and a spirit of community, politicians played off of those divisions 
for their own gain rather than addressing the problems. As a result, the problems continued to grow. 

Building One America 
President Clinton realized that America's diversity makes our nation strong and worked hard from 
his first day in office to heal the divisions in our nation and bring people together. The President 
envisions an America based on opportunity for all, responsibility from all, and one community of all 
Americans. He recognizes that even as America rapidly becomes the world's first truly multi-racial 
democracy, race relations remains an issue that too often divides our country and keeps the 
American dream from being real for everyone who works for it. 

• Appointed an Administration that looks like America, with the most diverse Cabinet in history. 
President Clinton appointed twice as many African American appointees as any previous 
administration and the most Hispanic Judicial nominees. Women make up 44 percent of Clinton 
Administration appointees, including the first woman to serve as Secretary of State, Madeline 
Albright, and the first to serve as Attorney General, Janet Reno. The President also appointed 
the first Asian American to serve in a Cabinet, Commerce Secretary Norman Mineta. Record 
numbers ofpeople with disabilities are also serving in the White House and throughout the 
Clinton Administration. 

• Launched the One America initiative, and created a new office in the White House to ensure that 
we have a coordinated strategy to close the opportunity gaps that exist for minorities and the 
underserved in this country, and build the One America we want for all of our nation's children. 
The One America Initiative works to close the opportunity gap that still exists in America, ensure 
economic opportunity throughout our cities, rural communities and Tribal reservations, and to 
promote understanding and reconciliation ofthe tensions that still divide us. 

• Launched an initiative to end racial and ethnic health disparities, setting a national goal of 
eliminating the longstanding disparities by the year 2010 in six key health areas: infant mortality, 
diabetes, cancer screening and management, heart disease, AIDS and immunizations. 

• Working to end the digital divide. President Clinton launched the Digital Divide Network, an 
Internet-based information clearinghouse on public and private efforts to bring technology to 
underserved communities. The President also directed Cabinet members to take specific actions 
to bridge the digital divide, such as expanding Community Technology Centers in low-income 
neighborhoods, and his third New Markets tour highlighted the importance of closing the digital 
divide and bringing the benefits of technology to underserved communities. 

• Expanded civil rights enforcement, winning a 19 percent increase in funding for federal civil 
rights enforcement, including $82 million for the Civil Rights Division at the Justice 
Department, in FY 2000. The President ordered a comprehensive review of federal affirmative 
action prograrns which concluded that affirmative action is still an effective and important tool to 
expand educational and economic opportunity to all Americans. And, President Clinton focused 
the nation's attention and resources to help stop the rash of church burnings across the country, 
prosecuted those responsible, and sped the rebuilding process. 

• Enacted the Hate Crimes Sentencing Enhancement Act, which provides for longer sentences for 
hate crimes. President Clinton is also working to end racial profiling, and he directed Cabinet 
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agencies to collect data on the race, ethnicity, and gender of individuals subject to certain stops 
by federal law enforcement to help determine where and when racial profiling occurs. 

• To ensure fairness for legal immigrants, in 1997 and 1998 the President fought for and succeeded 
in restoring disability, health and nutritional benefits for certain legal immigrants. The 
Administration launched an initiative that has significantly reduced the backlog of citizenship 
applications and is restoring timely processing. Furthermore, the Administration's English as a 
Second Language/Civics Education Initiative provides limited English speaking adults with 
instruction in both English literacy and critical life skills necessary for effective citizenship and 
civic participation 

The Results: A Stronger Nation 
President Clinton has created the most diverse Administration in history, and his efforts to unite 
America have lead to broad economic gains that have lifted up all Americans. 

• Lowest African American and Hispanic unemployment rates on record, with the unemployment 
rate for African Americans falling from 14.2 percent in 1992 to 7.3 percent in October 2000 for 
an average of 7.6 percent in the first ten months of 2000. Unemployment for Hispanics has 
fallen from 11.8 percent in October of 1992 to 5.0 percent in October of 2000. 

• All groups of Americans, from richest to poorest, have seen their incomes rise for three years in a 
row. The average income for the lowest 20 percent increased by 5.4 percent compared to an 
increase of 3.9 percent for the highest 20 percent. Since 1993, all five quintiles have seen their 
incomes rise strongly, after 12 years in which there was little if any improvement for the bottom 60 
percent of Americans. 

• Median household income has increased for African Americans from $24,3000 in 1993 to $27,910 in 
1999. The median household income for Hispanics is $30,735, the highest ever recorded, while the 
median household income for Asian Americans is higher than the national average. 

• Poverty rates are at record lows, with the African American poverty rate down to the lowest level 
on record, the Hispanic American poverty rate down to the lowest level since 1979, and the Asian 
American poverty rate as low as it's ever been. Poverty among African American children has 
also dropped to the lowest level on record. 

• Highest homeownership rate on record, reaching 67.2 percent in the second quarter of 2000 - the 
highest ever recorded. Minority homeownership rates were also the highest ever recorded. 

• Filed more cases to enforce fair housing laws than any other Administration, with double the 
number of the cases in the President's second term than in the first. 

Real Stories Go Here 





Class Size 

"Youngsters who start school in classes of 15 or fewer students need less remediation later. 
Special educafion problems are identified early and, once corrected, the youngsters don't spend 
endless years in the special education spiral. Youngsters in smaller classes seldom are retained in 
grade. Discipline improves. These benefits will cut costs." 

-Charles M. Achilles, professor ofcducation al Eastern Michigan University, on the benefits of 
small classes. 

"(Students) get more individual attention so they feel like they're truly important and what they 
do is important." 

-Loretta Poland, a second-grade teacher al Norlhridge Elementary School in California, on the 
impact of class size reduction. 

"With the small class size at Glendale, the teachers are able to focus on every child's talents and 
needs. When I meet with my child's teacher, I can immediately connect with them because they 
really know my child." 

-Parent at Glendale Elementary school in Madison, WI. on the benefits ofloM'cr class sizes. 

Charter Schools 

"The charter school movement is one ofthe Administration's most important legacies. Its 
support for charter schools as a desirable and effective form ofpublic school choice has helped 
convince millions of people, from State legislators to civil rights legend Rosa Parks to Arizona's 
teacher of the year Karen Butterfield, that the charter movement has great value. Charter school 
organizers consistently cite the Administration's support as a valuable tool for conveying the 
importance ofthe charter concept. This support has not been only verbal. In 1994, the President 
joined with then-Senator David Durenberger and Senator Joe Lieberman to enact legislation 
providing start-up funds for charter schools. The Administration has also managed to convince 
some opponents that they should rethink their views. Some professional organizations find that 
the strongest charter school proponents include many outstanding public school educators, eager 
for an opportunity to carry out their dreams. The dramatic expansion of charter schools from one 
State and one school to 36 States and 1,700 schools is a direct result of the Administration's 
vigorous efforts. 

-loe Nathan. Senior FelloM' and Director, Center fbr Social Change, Humphrey Institute of 
Public A ffairs, University o f Minnesota, April 2000 
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" I think those standards should be more important to the child. I want my child to have the 
opportunity to feel reconnected to a school. Here he has more one on one attention." 

"That kind of one on one attention enhances their experience when they're involved. My child's 
grades are up. In this school, the children are challenged and it's innovative and fun. Children 
are made to feel important. That can't happen in a regular public school." 

"The opportunity for education is here for them. They're not being neglected like in the larger 
schools, where they don'l have the time. There, they get lost in the shuffie. When 1 was in high 
school, my teachers just pushed me on, without making sure 1 knew what I was supposed to 
learn." 

"Involvement means having a good influence on my child's education, knowing first-hand 
what's going on, and it means advocacy for your child - they wont' get lost in the shuffle. I do al 
kinds of different things for the school." 

-Parents ofthe Bay Area Charter High School in California 

NBPTS 

The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards is a nonprofit organization governed by 
a 63-member board of directors, a majority of whom are classroom teachers, that established 
high and rigorous standards for what accomplished teachers should know and be able to do. The 
National Board continues to develop and operate a national voluntary system to assess and 
certify teachers who meet those standards. During the 1999-2000 school year, a record 9.506 
teachers sought NBPTS certification and will receive their results at the end of November. 
Today, there are 4,804 National Board Certified Teachers in the United States. 

"The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards welcomes President Clinton's 
challenge to expand the cadre of highly accomplished teachers in the nation. The President 
recognizes that NBPTS standards and assessments can make a crucial difference in teaching, and 
thus, in improving the achievement ofthe nation's most precious resource, its children. We are 
honored to be named in the State of the Union address as one of the nation's most effective 
points of leverage to improve the quality of American education." 

- Response to President Clinton's 1997 Stale of the Union Address by James A. Kelly, former 
President ofthe National Board for Professional Teaching Slandards 



Education Testimonials 

Personal 
"And noM>, Mr. Presidenl, it is my pleasure to give something lo you. All ofthe teachers across 
America are incredibly grateful for the support and encouragement you have given lo us 
throughout your career. You show us all ofthe characteristics ofa great teacher. You have 
knoM'ledge, passion, compassion, and commitment. " 

-Marilyn Whirry, National Teacher of the Year 2000 upon naming President Clinton an 
honorary teacher of the year (5/11/2000) 

21''' Century Community Learning Centers 
Charles Carroll, Barrister School 34, Baltimore, MD 
Charles Carroll, Barrister School 34 in Baltimore, Maryland is using its 2P' Century Community 
Learning Center (21" CCLC) grant to engage the multiple intelligences of its children. Over 94 
percent ofthe students in School 34 are eligible for free lunch, and 20 different languages are 
spoken in the school. Principal Billie J. Rinaldi knows how important the 21st Century 
Community Learning Center is for some of her students. "Our children need Ihe enrichment that 
M'C can give them in the 21^' Century program. We accelerate our kids to get them past the 
basics and we develop all ( four children, not Jusl as readers, M'r iters, mathematicians and 
scientists, but as whole children. Three years ago, we were one ofthe IOM'CSI achieving schools 
in Baltimore. Today, we 're in the middle ofthe pack and still improving. " Incorporating 
prograins such as art and mural design, ecology and hands-on science, soccer and tennis, 
archaeology and chess. School 34 has found a new way to excite the minds of its students and its 
community members. Students in grades 3-5 assist real archeologists as they excavate the land 
surrounding the 18"' Century manor home of Charles Carroll, the Barrister, who was one ofthe 
wealthiest men in colonial Maryland. The community has enthusiastically embraced the 
program and Principal Rinaldi receives new volunteer offers everyday. Ms. Rinaldi believes that 
the community is so supportive because they have recognized the positive effects of the program. 
"All i l takes is someone who is willing to bring the community into the school house. That open 
door crecites exciting schools M'here children bloom because they are learning hoM' to apply iheir 
academic learning lo the real world. " 

Communities and Kids Experiencing Success, Corpus Christi, TX 
The C.A.K.E.S. program has four middle school sites which have reported substantial progress 
after two years of operation. Factors contributing to their success include a corps of dedicated, 
hard-working teachers who implemented high quality remedial and enrichment activities. This 
program also was able to attract and sustain a great deal of parent participation in afterschool 
activities. In a letter to her school, Victoria Ramos, of Corpus Christi, TX, wrote: "/ M'ould like 
to thank Driscoll Middle School and the C.A.K.E.S. (Communilies and Kids Experiencing 
Success) program for helping me succeed in my future loM'cirds my high school diploma. I 
gained confidence in my studies and 'in myself thanks to the teachers involved M'ilh Ihe program. " 
Victoria's mother, who has worked with the C.A.K.E.S. afterschool program, added this: " I am 
so proud of my child. She M'as involved M'ilh the C.A.K.E.S. program through her 8lh grade 
school year and .successfully completed the,program to go on to Miller High School. The 
program helped my daughter in several M'ciys and I M'ould like to lhank them for that. " 



Carbon School District, Price, UT 
In Price, UT the 21^' Century Community Learning Center (21"*' CCLC) program is serving 11 
sites and benefiting over 1,000 students in the Carbon School District. The program's goal - to 
improve academic performance through afterschool activities - is being met through a wide 
range of activities including tutoring, access to computers, extended library hours, parenting 
skills, nutrition and health programs, and summer and weekend remedial catch-up programs 
offered in conjunction with recreation programs. The Truancy Mediation Council for the district 
requires afterschool tutoring for all students not attending school regularly; students who do not 
attend are referred to the Juvenile Court. At an open house at the Juvenile Court, Judge Johansen 
stated: "Juvenile crime is doM'n 70 percent in Carbon County, and M'C can thank Ihe coordinated 
ejforts of everyone. The afterschool program plays a major part in keeping our kids off the 
streets and out of trouble. " 

Moulton Elementary Extended Learning Center, Des Moines, IA 
"During the 1999-2000 school year, I had 16 students M'ho participated in activities sponsored 
by the 21st Century Grant at Moulton. The opportunities provided M'cre particularly helpfiil lo 
three girls in particular. Two of them Joined Gateway Dance Theatre, and the third Joined the 
Drama Club. Ofthe two dancers, one had recently been placed in foster care due to the death of 
her grandmother M'ho M>as her legal guardian. She was able to leave that sadness M'hile dancing 
and became a leader in the group. The other dancer M'OS a quiet, shy child M'ho M'as content 
letting others be in the limelight while she stayed in the background. After several months of 
dancing instruction, performances at school, and public performances outside of school, she 
began to blossom. Before long, she was assuming leadership roles in and out of Ihe classroom. 
As her self-conjidence soared, she no longer sat quietly bul became an active participant ready 
to shoM' what she could do in school and outside. 

The young lady M'ho Joined Drama Club received Special Education services for the majority of 
her day. She too lacked self-confidence and M'US nol M'ilUng to lake risks in ihe classroom - until 
she found her calling in acting! To see her on stage M'ilh .such presence M'as amazing! Her 
coaches really M'orked M'ilh her. encouraging and guiding in her newfound talent. The success 
she experienced through drama caused her self-confidence to grow, and M'C began seeing 
changes in her classroom behavior. She M'as raising her hand lo answer questions, taking think 
time to choose her M'ords, and showing great pride in herself The quality of her work greatly 
improved, and by year's end she made the honor roll. She was thrilled!" 

I truly believe that these extra curricular activities, made possible through the 21" CCLC grant, 
result in increased student achievemenl, greater self-esteem in students, and improved self-
discipline. Thank you for making these opportunities possible fbr our students. " 

-Alyce Wallace, Moulton Elementary Extended Learning Center, Des Moines, Iowa, 

Marion and Winston County's Families and Individuals with Developmental Disabilities 
In an effort to collaborate with other agencies to meet the needs of individuals with disabilities, 
Marion and Winston County's Families and Individuals with Developmental Disabilities 
provided an instructor to the program to teach computer literacy skills to family members 



affected by developmental disabilities. One student that has benefited greatly from this program 
is 14 year old Terri. Before entering the program she was withdrawn, failing in school, and had 
difficulty completing handwritten assignments. Since joining the program, however, Terri has 
been able to complete homework assignments by accessing the computer based learning center, 
make new friends, and gain self-confidence despite her handicap. 

FACES, Sumter and Lee Counfies, SC 
The FACES Program is making a positive change in the lives of children in Sumter and Lee 
Counties, South Carolina. As site coordinator, Thelma McBride walks down the hall each day at 
Alice Drive Middle School and hears compliments form teachers on how students from the 
program are improving in their grades and homework assignments. Students are learning about 
priorities and the rewards that come from making good decisions. At Bates Middle School, a 
student named Andrew left a hand-written note for the site coordinator, Ms Shaw. It said: "/ 
M'ould like lo lhankyou for your help. I have fun in the program and now 1 understand things 
much belter. Thank you very much. " At Chestnut Oaks Middle School in Sumter County, Teen 
Companion Counselor Avone Davis noted the difference that the program has made on one 
student. Cedrickus was failing the sixth grade and struggled the last two terms with assignments. 
Now, he looks forward to doing his homework and school projects. Cedrickus said, " I am really 
happy to be a part ofthe FACES program because il helped me a lot. " Cedrickus is feeling 
confident about school and he has improved two letter grades since he started the program. 

Class Size Reduction 

NOTE: We could get a quote from the Class Size teacher the President met at Brooke Grove 
Elementary last year. 

Hcndrcy Elementary, Washington, DC 
Hendley Elementary used its Class Size Reduction money to hire an additional teacher for the 
first grade, allowing it to reduce class sizes from 24 to 18 in all four of its first-grade classrooms. 
The school met all six of its performance objectives for the 1999-2000 school year, including a 
decrease in the number of students in first grade scoring below the basic level. (We could try to 
get a quote from the principal). 

Georgetown East Elementary, Anne Arundel, MD 
Georgetown East Elementary, a high-poverty school that also used federal Title 1 funds to reduce 
class sizes, improved their first and second grade reading performance to the point that the 
school is now among the top three elementary schools in the county. (We could try lo get a 
quote from the principal here.) 

"/ had a good 'idea of each child's basic ability by the first M'eek of school, because 1 had more 
lime to spend M'ilh each child individually. 1 kncM' very early on M'ho to M'alch for potential 
learning and behavior problems.... Each child also had more lime to share his thoughts and 
ideas in both oral and M'ritten form... There also M'cre fcM' behavior problems ...Since everything 
lhal M'C did this year took so much less time than usual, vve M'ere able to do so much more... " 

—Teacher in West Middlesex, Pennsylvania (could try to get name if necessary) 



"We have had practically no discipline problems. The children are more Uke a leam and they 
expect the best from each other. This saves a great mount of our instructional lime. ...1 had only 
one child (from my class of 19) fad reading for the first six-week grading period. This alone is 
proof that the children are receiving more individualized instruction and they are greatly 
benefiting from class size reduction. " 

—Teacher in Mississippi (could try to get name if necessary) 

Charter Schools 

NEED A QUOTE FROM JOE ON POTUS LEADERSHIP 

-Joe Nathan speaking at the opening session ofthe Charter Schools National Conference 
held in Denver, Colorado, March 14-17, 1999 

NOTE: Getting quote/stories here from students and principal. 

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 
NOTE: Getfing background here and quote on importance of Clinton Administration to NBPTS. 

"// can offer incentives lo current leachers, bring ncM' people inlo the field, and decrease Ihe loss 
of quality educators. Il can reverse Ihe long-term trend of declining minority interesi in leaching. 
By recognizing outstanding leaching, a national certification program can elevate the entire 
profession. The National Board for Pro fessional Teaching Standards has taught me so much 
over the last six years, but the most salient lesson can be .summed up quite simply: I've learned 
that the best teacher is a learner, and lhat leachers are indeed professionals. " 

-Sharon Draper, 1997 National Teacher ofthe Year and National Board Certified 
Teacher, expressing her views on the value of NBPTS certification in NEA Today 
Magazine, February, 1998. 

"NBPTS is unique—il strengthens the teaching profession as a M'hole M'hile i l benefits individual 
teachers." 

-Sandra Feldman, President of the American Federation of Teachers, speaking on the 
importance of the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 

"When you have teachers in schools M'ho have been working M'ilh the standards and asses.sments, 
it affects the entire school. It brings Ihe conversation belM'cen and among teachers back lo 
student learning and hoM' to achieve that. And when you have leachers consciously M'orking 
loM'ard those standards, I'm conjident student learning M'ill improve. " 

-Barbara Kelley, chairperson of NBPTS, on the impact that National Board Certification 
has on teachers and students 



Goals 2000 
"The seemingly impossible dream of top doM'n, bottom up reform [isj becoming a reality . . . At 
lasl, Ihe Feds finally got il right." 

-Dr. Henry Marockie, WV Superintendent of Schools, on the flexibility and incentives 
that Goals 2000 provides to develop coordinated strategic plans 

"Louisiana is moving forM'ard with important and numerous education improvement efforts. The 
Goals 2000 program has been a catalytic factor in these efforts, has contributed greatly lo 
establishing a sound context fbr reform, and has stimulated many education improvements at 
both the state and local levels . . . We are grateful for the support and resources provided by Ihe 
Department and the genuine freedom and flexibility given to Louisiana to establish our strategic 
plans and lo move forM'ard M'ilh a strong Louisiana-specific reform agenda. " 

-Cecil Picard, Louisiana State Superintendent of Education, 1998 

"The Goals 2000 grants have supported Colorado's locally developed and implemented efforts 
to improve student achievemenl. Goals 2000 represents a flexible partnership that has allowed 
us lo transform the federal grant inlo local action. " 

-Roy Romer, Governor of Colorado 

"Literally thousands of state residents of all demographic descriptions have had input in the 
development ofthe statement of standards. A group of300+ leachers gathered iM'ice in the last 
half-year to translate the statements inlo action. Some teachers have remarked that the resulting 
effects on iheir classroom environments and activities are among the mosl productive and 
professionally worthwhile of their careers. This M'ork has provided a forum for all students, 
teachers, and parents to begin sharing goals and standards M'hile maintaining determination on 
how to reach them. " 

-Barbara Wicks, teacher from Maine, on how Goals 2000 money supports development 
of state and locally determined standards 

"Goals 2000 funding was used to get our grassroots folk involved in the education process. 
Fishermen and university presidents sat doM'n at the same table and talked aboul M'hal needs to 
happen fbr our students lo be successful. " 

-Elaine Griffin, 1995 National Teacher of the Year (from Alaska) 

America Reads 
"Al California Stale University, Los Angeles, tutors participating in the America Reads 
Challenge are part ofa long-standing institutional commitment to community service. 
Documented outcomes ofthe America Reads project illustrate significant improvement in the 
literacy skills ofthe children M'ilh whom we are tutoring. Our students and our neighbors are 
benefiting from this relationship. Cal State, LA is proud lo be a part ofthe America Reads 
Challenge. " 



-Dr. James Rosser, California State University, Los Angeles 

Miami Reads has more than 200 Federal Work-Study tutors in 43 schools and community sites 
to provide one-on-one tutoring to 2,000 first graders. Parents have received letters in Spanish 
and Haitian Creole, and tutors and students are often 'language matched' as well. The success 
and impact ofthe tutoring curriculum is supported by ongoing training, a parent-involvement 
curriculum, and a Buddy Reading program that involves community and other volunteers. 
"My involvement M'ilh America Reads has been the most significant experience of my 
professional career. " 

—Dr. Alicia Moreyra, Reading Supervisor at Miami-Dade Public Schools 

"My student, Yesenia, M'as still having problems M'ilh basic letter .sounds but showed an extreme 
desire to learn hoM' to jly ihrough books like other kids her age. As she gained confidence in her 
reading skills, she M'as more likely lo raise her hand, and even in math, she M'as M'ilUng to take 
more chances M'hen it came to finding solutions. NOM' that Yesenia can read beginners ' books all 
the M'ay ihrough, she M'on 'l slop demanding that I teach her lo read in Spanish. She M'ctnts to be 
the first person in her class lo be able lo read in IM'O languages. " 

-Tutor, New York University America Reads program 

"/ like Ihe M'ciy my tutor helps me read. I like taking turns. In big M'ords he helps me see Ihe 
little M'ords." 

-Student at the University Park Reading Tutoring Program, Worcester, Massachusetts 

"There's my tutor. She is shoM'ing me hoM' smart 1 am. " 
-Student in I CAN READ, Salt Lake City, Utah 

"At first reading made me feel bad, but noM' reading makes me feel good!" 
-Ernesto Cabrera, age six 

"We already had in place a slalcM'ide literacy program lo use AmeriCorps and VISTA volunteers 
lo recruit tutors and develop tutoring sites. But America Reads gave our National Service 
learning project a Jump start that M'C wouldn't have had olherM'ise. Il has alloM'cd us lo expand 
our tutor-training capacity across the state. " 

-Meg Nugent, Executive Director of the Tennessee Literacy Coalition 

E-Rate 

Victor Shen is a 16 year old Junior who is one of more than 30 million American children who 
are now online because ofthe Vice President's e-rate. Victor lives in Whittier Alaska - perhaps 
the most remote region of the United States. Whittier is cut off from the rest ofthe world for 6 
months out ofthe year because of its remote location and severe weather. Victor was cut off 
from commerce, cut off from transportation, cut off from society, and cut off from pursuing his 
dream to become a famous mathematician. But thanks to Al Gore's effort and the erate, Victor's 
school is now connected to the Internet and Victor is now connected to learning and connecled to 
his dream. Victor wanted to grow up to be a mathematician. But his teachers didn't have the best 



resources to teach him nor could they afford an Internet connection to connect Victor to his 
dream. But thanks to the E-rate, Victor can realize his dream. The Whittier Community School 
is now online because of the 90% discount they received from the E-rate. Now the E-Rate and 
the Internet are helping send Victor to Australia. He found and applied to the People to People 
Student Ambassador Program online and now he will be able to travel far beyond his small 
village of Whittier to become part ofthe global village. The E-Rate has enabled Victor and 
all the students ofthe Whittier Community School to expand the walls of the classroom and see 
all the wonderful opportunities that lie beyond Whittier. 

E-Rate Teacher - Florence McGinn 
Florence McGinn is a tremendous advocate for technology in education and a former Teacher of 
the Year. She was recently appointed by Secretary Riley to the Web Based Education 
Commission. She is articulate and has been a big supporter ofthe administration's efforts on 
educational technology. Importantly, her school has received $140,000 from 3 years of 
participation in the e-rate program. She teaches English at Hunterdon Central Regional FI.S., 
Flemington, NJ where state officials have dubbed her classroom "the classroom ofthe future." 

Fifteen computers are arrayed around the perimeter of the room. All have high- speed Internet 
access, and are linked to a classroom network that enables McGinn to transmit what is on her 
computer screen to the other terminals. If her students want help in polishing poems they have 
written, they can use use three video-conferencing stations to consult student-mentors at Rider 
University or a professional poet in Beijing. 



Education Testimonials ^(^^'' 

Personal 

"And now, Mr. President, it is my pleasure to give something lo you. All ofthe teachers across 
America are incredibly grateful for the support and encouragement you have given to us 
throughout your career. You shoM' us all ofthe characteristics ofa great teacher. You have 
knoM'ledge, passion, compassion, and commitment. " 

-Marilyn Whirry, National Teacher of the Year 2000 upon naming President Clinton an 
honorary teacher ofthe year (5/11/2000) 

2V* Century Community Learning Centers 
Charles Carroll, Barrister School 34, Baltimore, MD 
Charles Carroll, Barrister School 34 in Baltimore, Maryland is using its 2U' Century Community 
Learning Center (21^ CCLC) grant to engage the multiple intelligences of its children. Over 94 
percent of the students in School 34 are eligible for free lunch, and 20 different languages are 
spoken in the school. Principal Billie J. Rinaldi knows how important the 21st Century 
Community Learning Center is for some of her students. "Our children need the enrichment that 
we can give them in the 21'" Century program. We accelerate our kids to get ihem past the 

^basics and M'C develop all of our children, not Jusl as readers. M'rilers. mathematicians and 
^^^\l\t^^ .vc/e«//i7.y, bul as M'hole children. Three years ago, M'C M'ere one ofthe hnvesl achieving schools 

in Baltimore. Today, we 're in the middle ofthe pack and still improving. " Incorporating 
programs such as art and mural design, ecology and hands-on science, soccer and tennis, 
archaeology and chess. School 34 has found a new way to excite the minds of its sludenls and its 
community members. Students in grades 3-5 assist real archeologists as they excavate the land 
surrounding the 18"' Century manor home of Charles Carroll, the Barrister, who was one of the 
wealthiest men in colonial Maryland. The community has enthusiastically embraced the 
program and Principal Rinaldi receives new volunteer offers everyday. Ms. Rinaldi believes that 
the community is so supportive because they have recognized the positive effects of the program. 
"All it lakes is someone M'ho is M'ilUng to bring the community inlo the school'house That open 
door creates exciting schools M'here children bloom because they are learning hoM' to apply their 
academic learning tb the real M'orld. " 

,, Communities and Kids Experiencing Success, Corpus Christi, TX 
The C.A.K.E.S. program has four middle school sites which have reported substantial progress 

.< after two years of operation. Factors contributing to their success include a corps of dedicated, ^ pa.^/\t 
^ V i l ^ J ^ y hard-working teachers who implemented high quality remedial and enrichment activities. This 

program also was able to attract and sustain a great deal of parent participation in afterschool 
activities. In a letter to her school, Victoria Ramos, of Corpus Christi, TX, wrote: "/ M'ould like 
lo thank Driscoll Middle School and the C.A.K.E.S. (Communities and Kids Experiencing 
Success) program for helping me succeed in my future loM'ards my high school diploma. 1 
gained confidence in my studies and in myself thanks lo the leachers involved M'ilh the program. " 
Victoria's mother, who has worked wilh the C.A.K.E.S. afterschool program, added this: "1 am 
so proud of my child. She M'as involved M'ilh the C.A.K.E.S. program ihrough her 8th grade 
school year and successfiilly completed the program lo go on lo Miller High School. The 
program helped my daughter in several M'ciys and I M'ould like to thank them for that. " 



Carbon School District, Price, UT 
In Price, UT the 21̂ '̂ Century Community Learning Center (2L' CCLC) program is serving 11 
sites and benefiting over 1,000 students in the Carbon School District. The program's goal — to 
improve academic performance through afterschool activities - is being met through a wide 
range of activities including tutoring, access to computers, extended library hours, parenting 
skills, nutrition and health programs, and summer and weekend remedial catch-up programs ]I/^(L<AC 

offered in conjunction with recreation programs. The Truancy Mediation Council for the district o 
requires afterschool tutoring for all students not attending school regularly; students who do not \jjjty\i^^ 
attend are referred to the Juvenile Court. At an open house at the Juvenile Court, Judge Johansen criryic ^ 
stated: "Juvenile crime is down 70percent in Carbon County, and we can thank the coordinated b/c o f-
efforts of everyone. The afterschool program plays a major part in keeping our kids off the 
streets and out of trouble. " 

Moulton Elementary Extended Learning Center, Des Moines, IA 
"During the 1999-2000 school year, I had 16 students M'ho participated in aclivilies sponsored 
by the 2 Est Century Grant at Moulton. The opportunities prmided M'ere particularly helpful to 
three girls in particular. Two of them Joined GatCM'ay Dance Theatre, and the third Joined Ihe 
Drama Club. Ofthe IM'O dancers, one had recently been placed in foster care due to the death of 
her grandmother M'ho M'as her legal guardian. She M>as able lo leave that sadness M'hile dancing 
and became a leader in the group. The other dancer M'as a quiet, shy child M'ho M'CIS content 
letting others be in the limelight M'hile she stayed in the background. After several months of 
dancing instruction, performances al school, and public performances outside of .school, she 
began to blossom. Before long, she M'as assuming leadership roles in and out ofthe classroom. 
As her self-confidence soared, she no longer .sal quietly but became an active jxirticijumt ready 
to show what she could do in school and outside. 

The young lady M'ho Joined Drama Club received Special Education services for the majority of 
her day. She too lacked self-confidence and vim not M'ilUng lo lake risks in the cla.ssroom - until 
she found her calling in acting! To see her on stage M'ilh .such presence M'as amazing! Her 
coaches really M'orked M'ith her, encouraging and guiding in her ncM'found talent. The success 
she experienced Ihrough drama caused her self-confidence to groM'. and M'C began .seeing 
changes in her classroom behavior. She was raising her hand lo ansM'cr questions, taking Ihink 
time lo choose her M'ords, and showing great pride in herself The quality of her M'ork greatly 
improved, and by year's end she made the honor roll. She M>as thrilled!" 

I truly believe that these exlra curricular aclivilies. made possible through Ihe 2f' CCLC grant, 
result in increased student achievemenl, greater .self-esteem in students, and improved .self-
discipline. Thank you Jbr making these opportunities possible for our students. " 

-Alyce Wallace, Moulton Elementary Extended Learning Center, Des Moines, Iowa, 

Marion and Winston County's Families and Individuals with Developmental Disabilities 
In an effort to collaborate with other agencies to meet the needs of individuals with disabilities, 
Marion and Winston County's Families and Individuals with Developmental Disabilities 
provided an instructor to the program to teach computer literacy skills to family members 



affected by developmental disabilities. One student that has benefited greatly from this program 
is 14 year old Terri. Before entering the program she was withdrawn, failing in school, and had 
difficulty completing handwritten assignments. Since joining the program, however, Terri has 
been able to complete homework assignments by accessing the computer based learning center, 
make new friends, and gain self-confidence despite her handicap. 

FACES, Sumter and Lee Counties, SC 
The FACES Program is making a positive change in the lives of children in Sumter and Lee 
Counties, South Carolina. As site coordinator, Thelma McBride walks down the hall each day at 
Alice Drive Middle School and hears compliments form teachers on how sludenls fi-om the 
program are improving in their grades and homework assignments. Students are learning aboul 
priorities and the rewards that come from making good decisions. At Bates Middle School, a 
student named Andrew left a hand-written note for the site coordinator, Ms Shaw. It said: "/ 
would like to thank you Jbr your help. I have fun in the program and now I understand things 
much better. Thankyou very much. " At Chestnut Oaks Middle School in Sumter County, Teen 
Companion Counselor Avone Davis noted the difference that the program has made on one 
student. Cedrickus was failing the sixth grade and struggled the last two terms with assignments. 
Now, he looks forward to doing his homework and school projects. Cedrickus said, " I am really 
happy to be a part of the FACES program because it helped me a lot. " Cedrickus is feeling 
confident about school and he has improved two letter grades since he started the program. 

Class Size Reduction 
Hendrey Elementary, Washington, DC 
Hendley Elementary used its Class Size Reduction money to hire an additional teacher for the 
first grade, allowing it to reduce class sizes from 24 to 18 in all four of its first-grade classrooms. 
The school met all six of its performance objectives for the 1999-2000 school year, including a 
decrease in the number of students in first grade scoring below the basic level. 

Georgetown East Elemtary, Anne Arundel, MD 
Georgetown East Elementary, a high-poverty school that also used federal Title 1 funds to reduce 
class sizes, improved their first and second grade reading performance to the point that the 
school is now among the top three elementary schools in the county. ^ ^^(juok"'' 

"/ had a good idea of each child's basic ability by the first M'cek of school, because 1 had more 
time to .spend with each child 'individually. 1 knew very early on who lo watch for potenlial 
learning and behavior problems ....Each child also had more time lo share his thoughts and 
ideas in both oral and M'ritten form... There also M'cre JCM' behavior problems ...Since everything 
lhat M'C did Ihis year look so much less time than usual, M'C M'ere able to do so much more... " 

—Teacher in West Middlesex, Pennsylvania Utt-lfVlt , 

"We have had practically no discipline problems. The children are more like a leam and ihey 
expect the best from each other. This saves a great mount of our instructional lime. ...I had only 
one child (from my class o f 19) fail reading for the first six-M'cek grading period. This alone is 
proof that the children are receiving more individualized instruction and they are greatly 
benefiting from class size reduction. " 

—Teacher in Mississippi k\(jL'/V\(, "^i 



Charter Schools 
NEED A QUOTE FROM.JOE ON POTUS LEADERSHIP 

-Joe Nathan speaking at the opening session of the Charter Schools National Conference 
held in Denver, Colorado, March 14-17, 1999 

"Okay. It's really matured me, personally. This charter, it teaches you, prepares you for every 
day life. It doesn 'I teach you about things you'll probably never use. It'll teach you about 
speaking in public. I M'ouldn 't be here if I M'cisn 'I in a charter school, I'd be scared somcM'here 
back Ihere. So basically, it really prepares you for life and il .sends you on your M'ay prepared. ' 

-Student speaking on the impact of charter schools at the Charter Schools National 
Conference held in Denver, Colorado, March 14-17, 1999 

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards vjKttl kftX/(!tA/C<^ '̂0>^^ ^ 
"It can offer incentives to current teachers, bring ncM' people into the field, and decrease the loss 
of quality educators. It can reverse the long-term trend of declining minority interest in teaching. 
By recognizing outstanding teaching, a national certificaiion program can elevate Ihe entire 
profession. The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards has taught me so much 
over Ihe lasl six years, but the most .salient lesson can be summed up quite simply: I've learned 
that the best teacher is a learner, and lhat teachers are indeed professionals. " 

-Sharon Draper, 1997 National Teacher ofthe Year and National Board Certified 
Teacher, expressing her views on the value of NBPTS certification in NEA Today 
Magazine, February, 1998. 

"NBPTS is unique—it strengthens Ihe leaching profession as a M'hole M'hile i l benefits individual 
teachers." 

-Sandra Feldman, President of the American Federation of Teachers, speaking on the 
importance of the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 

"When you have teachers in schools M'ho have been M'orking M'ilh the standards and assessments, 
il ajfecis Ihe entire school. Il brings Ihe conversation belM'een and among leachers back to 
student learning and hoM' to achieve lhat. And M'hen you have leachers consciously M'orking 
toward those standards, I'm confident student learning M'ill improve. " 

-Barbara Kelley, chairperson of NBPTS, on the impact that National Board Certification 
has on teachers and students 



Goals 2000 
"'The seemingly impossible dream of top down, bottom up reform fis] becoming a reality . . . At 
last, the Feds finally got it right. " 

-Dr. Henry Marockie, WV Superintendent of Schools, on the flexibility and incentives 
that Goals 2000 provides to develop coordinated strategic plans 

"Louisiana is moving forward M'hh important and numerous education improvement efforts. The 
Goals 2000 program has been a catalytic factor in these efforts, has contributed greatly lo 
establishing a .sound context for reform, and has stimulated many education improvements al 
both the stale and local levels ... We are grateful fbr the support and resources provided by Ihe 
Deparlmenl and the genuine freedom and flexibility given lo Louisiana to establish our strategic 
plans and to move forM'ard M'ilh a strong Louisiana-specific reform agenda. " 

-Cecil Picard, Louisiana State Superintendent of Education, 1998 

"The Goals 2000 grants have supported Colorado's locally developed and implemented efforts 
to improve student achievemenl. Goals 2000 represents a flexible partnership lhat has alloM'cd 
us to transform the federal grant into local action. " 

-Roy Romer, Governor of Colorado ' ^ foPf^W^ Cnf^ 

"Literally thousands of state residents of all demographic descriptions have had input in the 
development ofthe statement of slandards. A group of 300+ teachers gathered iM'ice in the lasl 
half-year to translate the statements inlo aclion. Some leachers have remarked lhat the resulting 
effects on their classroom environments and activities are among Ihe most productive and 
professionally M'orlhwhile of Iheir careers. This M'ork has provided a forum for all sludenls, 
teachers, and parents to begin sharing goals and standards M'hile maintaining determination on 
how to reach them. " 

-Barbara Wicks, teacher from Maine, on how Goals 2000 money supports developmenl 
of state and locally determined standards 

"Goals 2000 funding M'as used to gel our grassroots folk involved in the education process. 
Fishermen and university presidents .sal doM'n al the .same table and talked aboul M'hal needs to 
happen for our students lo be succes.sful. " 

-Elaine Griffin, 1995 Nafional Teacher of the Year (from Alaska) 

America Reads 
"At California Slate University, Los Angeles, tutors participating in the America Reads 
Challenge are part ofa long-standing institutional commitment to community service. 
Documented outcomes ofthe America Reads project illustrate significant improvement in the 
literacy skills ofthe children M'ilh M'hom we are tutoring. Our students and our neighbors are 
benefiting from this relalionship. Cal State, LA is proud lo be a part ofthe America Reads 
Challenge. " 



-Dr. James Rosser, California State University, Los Angeles 



DRAFT 

President Clinton's Legacy: Expanding Education Opportunities 

Education gaps between Americans and the rest ofthe world had emerged in the 1980s and in the 
early 1990s, showed no signs of narrowing. In 1992, the number ofhigh school drop-outs was 
rising, test scores were falling, and few states had standards in core subjects. Middle class families 
were struggling to put their children through college, confronted with skyrocketing tuition costs and 
receiving little help from the federal government. And workers who needed to upgrade their job 
skills to meet the challenges of a changing workplace were left with nowhere lo turn, trapped in dead 
end jobs. Polls reported that 63 percent of Americans were "very concerned" about the quality of 
public schools. 

Expanding Education Opportunities for All Americans 
President Clinlon has made improving education a cornerstone of his Administration's priorities, and 
has focused on ensuring that Americans have the educational opportunities necessary to succeed in 
today's global Information Age economy. Through his leadership. President Clinton has helped 
raise expectations for all students, supported states in developing and putting in place rigorous 
standards and systems of assessment and accountability aligned with those standards, and invested in 
proven strategies to improve the educafional performance of all students. 

• Raised standards and held schools accountable for results, by enacting Goals 2000 which has 
helped States establish standards of excellence for all children, and plan and implement steps to 
raise educational achievement. The President enacted legislation requiring States and school 
districts to turn around low-performing schools and targefing Title I funds to high-poverty 
schools. In 1999 the President enacted a new Education Accountability Fund that will help 
school districts improve low-performing schools. President Clinton has also worked to expand 
public school choice and support the growth ofpublic charter schools, which have increased 
from one in the nation in 1993 to more than 1,700 today. 

• Improved education for all children by enacting the Class Size Reduction Initiative, which will 
help communities hire 100,000 qualified teachers to reduce class size in the early grades. 
President Clinton has increased our investment in the 21" Century Community Learning Centers 
program to provide enriching after-school and summer school opportunities for 850,000 school-
age children in rural and urban communities. And the President created GEAR UP, a nationwide 
mentoring initiafive, to help 700,000 low-income middle school children finish school and 
prepare for college. 

• Expanded access to technology in our schools by creating the Technology Literacy Challenge 
Fund to help connect every school to the Internet, increase the number of multimedia computers 
in the classroom and provide technology training for teachers. President Clinton increased 
overall investments in educational technology from $23 million in 1993 to $769 million in FY 
2000, and with the Vice President's leadership, enacted the E-rate, which has secured low-cost 
connections to the Internet for schools, libraries, rural health clinics and hospitals. 

• Opened the doors of higher education to all Americans by creating HOPE Scholarships and 
Lifetime Learning tax credits, which in 1999 were claimed by an estimated 10 million American 
families struggling to pay for college. President Clinton expanded the Work Study program and 
increased the Pell Grant maximum award to the highest level ever. The President also fought to 
establish AmeriCorps, which has given young people the opportunity to serve in their 
communities while earning money for college. 



DRAFT 

The Results: Improving Student Achievement 
President Clinton enacted the largest investment in education in 30 years, and the largest investment 
in higher education since the Gl Bill. His commitment has led to remarkable progress in key areas 
such as standards and accountability, student performance, closing the achievement gap, technology, 
and increased access to higher education. 

• In 1992, only 14 states had standards in core subjects; today, 49 states have them and 48 have 
assessments to measure student progress. 

• Since 1992, reading and math scores on the National Assessment of Educational Progress have 
increased for 4th, 8th, and 12th graders, including those students in the highest poverty schools. 

• Federal funds are targeted to the areas of greatest need - the percent of high-poverty schools 
receiving Title 1 funds went from 79 percent in 1994 to 96 percent in 1998. 

• More schools are connected to the Inlernet, with the percentage of classrooms with Internet 
access increasing from 3 percent in 1993 to 65 percent in 1999. It is estimated that by the end of 
this year, 100 percent of schools will be connected to the Internet. 

• Math SAT scores are at a thirty-year high. The average SAT math score has gone from 501 in 
1992 to 514 in 2000, and the average verbal score has gone from 500 to 505. 

• More high school graduates than ever are going directly to college, with notable gains for low-
income high school graduates — from 44 percent in 1992 to 51 percent in 1997, and African 
American high school graduates — 50 percent going directly lo college in 1992 compared to 59 
percent in 1997. 

• Since 1993, student aid has doubled to nearly $60 billion, and more are benefiting from federal 
student grants and loans —43 percent in 1992 compared lo 59 percent in 1999. The maximum 
Pell Grant has increased from $2,300 in 1992 to $3,300 in 2000. 

Real Stories Go Here 
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Achieving the Longest Consecutive Decline in Crime on Record 
• 1981-1992. Under the Reagan and Bush Administrations, the nation's overall crime rate 

remained at historically high levels, with the crime rate increasing steadily starting in the 
mid-1980's. 

• Today. The overall crime rate has dropped for 8 years in a row - the longest continuous 
drop on record - and is now at a 25 year-low. And, as a result ofthe Clinton-Gore 
Administration's historic 1994 Crime Bill, over 100,000 addilional community police 
officers have been funded for our nation's communities. 

Turning Back the Tide on Three Decades of Escalating Violent Crime 
• 1992. The violent crime rate in America had more than quadrupled during the previous three 

decades, with the violent crime rate in 1992 at nearly an all-time high in over 30 years. 
• Today. The violent crime rate has dropped every year since President Clinton took office - a 

remarkable 25 percent decline since 1992. 

The Lowest Murder Rate in Over 30 Years 
• 1981-1992. The nation's homicide rate was nearly the same in 1981 when President Reagan 

took office as it was in 1992 when President Bush left office - and at a historically high 
level. 

• Today. The murder rate has dropped by more than one-third since Presidenl Clinton took 
office in 1993. The murder rate is now at its lowest point in 31 years. 

Gun Violence Cut By Over One-Third 
• 1992. When President Bush left office, the total number of gun crimes in America had 

reached its highest point in 20 years. 
• Today. Since 1992, the total number of gun crimes has declined by 35 percent. In 1993 

President Clinton signed the Brady Law, which has helped deny more than half a million 
felons, fugitives and stalkers from buying guns as a result of Brady background checks. 

Welfare Rolls Cut More Than Half: Lowest Since 1968 and the Longest Decline in History 
• 1981-1992. The number of welfare recipients increased by almost 2.5 million (a 22 percent 

increase) to 13.6 million people. 
• Today. Between January 1993 and September 1999, the number of welfare recipients 

dropped by 7.5 million (a 53 percent decline) to 6.6 million - the lowest level since 1968. 

From Welfare To Work 
• 1992. Seven percent of welfare recipients were working. 
• Today. By 1998, 27 percenl of welfare recipients were working, nearly quadruple the level 

in 1992, and every state met the work requirements implemented in the welfare reform law 
the President signed in 1996. 



• 1992. Twenty percent of people on welfare in 1991 were working in 1992. 
• Today. The percent of people on welfare in 1998 who were working in 1999 increased to 36 

percent - an 82 percent increase from 1992. 
[Background: Census Bureau data reflects the percent of people receiving welfare al any point in 
Year 1 who were working in March of Year 2, whether receiving welfare or not.] 

Child Support Collections More Than Doubled 
• 1992. Child support collections totaled $8 billion, and only 500,000 fathers that year legally 

established paternity. 
• Today. Child support collections doubled to nearly $16 billion by 1999, and the number of 

fathers taking responsibility for their children by establishing paternity has tripled to a record 
1.5 million. 

Lowest Teen Birth Rate On Record 
• 1992. The teen birth rate for 15-19 year-olds was 60.7 per 1,000 teens. 
• Today. The teen birth rate has declined nearly 20 percenl since 1992 to the lowest level 

since record keeping began 60 years ago. 

Improved Access to Affordable Quality Child Care and After-School Programming 
• 1992. Child care for working families was severely underfunded and there was no federal 

funding to help support after-school opportunities. 
• Today. Federal funding for child care has more than doubled, helping parents pay for the 

care of about 1.5 million children in 1998, and the 1996 welfare reform law increased child 
care funding by $4 billion over six years to provide child care assistance to families moving 
from welfare to work. The Administration has also helped provide after-school opportunilies 
to approximately 850,000 children so that more parents can go lo work knowing that their 
children are in safe learning environment during the after-school hours. 

Educational Achievement: Scores Are Up, Gaps Are Narrowing 
• 1992. The average reading score on the National Assessment of Educational Progress 

(NAEP) for nine-year-olds was 180; and the gap between nine-year-olds in high-poverty and 
all nine-year-olds was 29 points. 388,000 students were taking Advanced Placement exams 
and about 38 percent ofhigh school seniors were taking a core curriculum of four years of 
English and 3 years each of Math, Science and Social Studies 

• Today. Since 1992, reading and math scores on the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) have increased for fourth, eighth, and twelfth graders, including those 
students in the highest poverty schools. Reading and math scores for nine year-olds in our 
highest poverty schools have improved by nearly one grade level since 1992. In 1996, 
average NAEP reading scores for nine year-olds increased eight points, and the gap between 
nine year-olds in high-poverty schools and all nine year-olds decreased to 22 points. The 
number of students taking AP exams has increased by two-thirds, to more than 581,000 in 
1997, and the fraction of graduating seniors taking a core curriculum has grown to 55 
percent. 



Educational Accountability: Nearly All States Have Implemented Standards 
• 1992. At the start of the Administration, only 19 States had academic standards, or clear 

definitions of what students should know and be able lo achieve. 
• Today. As a result of the President's initiatives Goals 2000 and Improving America's 

Schools Act (lASA), 49 states have adopted rigorous standards for core curriculum subjects 
as well as standards-based assessments, and these initiatives have provided assistance to 
states to develop challenging standards for all students. 

Public School Choice: Substantially More Charter Schools 
• 1993. There was only one charter school in the entire nation, and only one state with a 

charter school law. 
• Today. There are over 1,700 charter schools, serving 250,000 children. Charter school laws 

are now in place in 36 states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia. 

Educational Technology: Almost All Schools Are Connected To The Internet 
• 1993. In 1993, only 3 percent of classrooms had access to the Internet, and in 1994 only 35 

percent of school were connected to the Internet. 
• Today, Through the aggressive E-rate program, more than 65 percent of classrooms have 

Internet access, and by the end of this year, 100 percent of schools will likely be connected to 
the Internet. Ninety percent of high-poverty schools are connected to the Internet, compared 
to 19 percent in 1994. 

Higher Education Access is Up: Largest Investment 
• 1992. In 1992, 62 percenl ofhigh school graduates enrolled in college. Only 14 percent of 

black 25-29 year-olds had a bachelor's degree or higher, as did only 28 percent of women. 
• Today. Since 1993, high school graduate enrollment has increased to 67 percenl - an all 

time high. The fraction of blacks and women with a bachelor's degree or higher have each 
increased by more than 4 percenl, and student aid has doubled to nearly $60 billion - the 
largest investment in higher education since the G.I. Bill. The Administration has 
significantly expanded college opportunity by providing over $7 billion per year in tax 
credits to 13 million students and families for postsecondary education and training, 
increasing the maximum Pell grant award from $2,300 to $3,300 (which updated the average 
increase in tuition and fees during the same period), decreasing student loan costs by billions 
of dollars Ihrough interest rate formula and origination fee reductions, and helping nearly 30 
percent more students pay for college through work-study opportunities. 

Improving Public Health 
• 1993. Immunization rates were too low, infant mortality rates were too high, and funding for 

biomedical research and mental health services were inadequate. 
• Today. Immunization rates are at an all-lime high - 90 percent for toddlers - and infant 

mortality has declined by 14 percent since 1993. NIH funding has increased by $7.3 billion 
(an increase of 58 percent since 1993) and funding for mental health prevention and 
treatment has increased by 65 percent. 

Improving And Expanding Health Insurance Coverage 
• 1993. Millions of children could not access affordable and meaningful health insurance, 

people with disabilities who wanted to work could not for fear of losing their health 



insurance, and young people leaving foster care could not retain the crifical health insurance 
they needed to make a healthy start as adults. Unlike many other American workers, self-
employed Americans received absolutely no tax assistance in purchasing health care 
insurance. 

• Today. Up to five million children are expected to have health insurance as a result of the 
enactment of the historic Children's Health Insurance Program in 1997 - the largest expansion of 
health insurance for children since the creation of the Medicaid program. The President has also 
enacted historic expansion coverage expansions for people with disabilities who wish to return to 
work and for foster care children aging out of Medicaid eligibility, including legislation to assure 
that self-employed Americans receive the same tax benefits as workers who have job-based 
health coverage. 

Reforming The Health Insurance Market 
• 1993. There were no federal protections ensuring that Americans who left their jobs 

wouldn't lose access to health insurance. Individuals with mental health needs were often 
faced with discriminatory insurance benefits; new mothers and women recovering from 
mastectomies were discharged from the hospital before it was medically prudent; and the 
scientific progress made in identifying the genetic causes of disease was in danger of being 
used to discriminate against Americans purchasing health insurance or applying for jobs. 

• Today. The President's enactment of the bipartisan Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act ensures that Americans now have insurance portability protections when 
they switch or lose jobs. The President has also enacted legislation that assures that: annual 
and lifetime coverage limits can be no different for mental health coverage than other 
benefits; new mothers can stay in the hospital; drive-through mastectomies are eliminated; 
and genetic discrimination against many Americans purchasing health insurance is 
prohibited. In addition, through executive action, the Clinton Administration applied patient 
protections to 85 million Americans in Federal health plans, and prohibited genetic 
discrimination in Federal hiring and employment actions. 

Modernizing and Strengthening Medicare 
• 1993. At the beginning of the Clinton Administration, the Medicare Trust Fund was 

projected to become insolvent in 1999, and the program's benefit package excluded 
important preventive services, including annual mammograms, colon, cervical, and prostate 
cancer screenings, diabetes management services, and coverage for the routine care costs 
associated with clinical trials. And the Medicare program's management was vulnerable to 
fraud and abuse. 

• Today. The life ofthe Medicare Trust Fund has been exlended by 26 years and offers 
premiums that are nearly 20 percent lower today than projected in 1993. And, the President's 
concerted effort to fight fraud, waste, and abuse in the Medicare program has resulted in 
savings of more than 50 billion to the American taxpayers. The program also now covers 
annual mammograms, colon, cervical, and prostate cancer screenings, diabetes self-
management services, and the routine care costs associated with clinical trials. 

Helping Families Balance Their Responsibilities at Home and At Work 



• 1992. Workers could not take leave for family or medical reasons without fear of losing their 
job, and the previous Administration had vetoed twice a proposal to allow employees to take 
unpaid family or medical leave. 

• Today. In 1993, President Clinton signed the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) the 
first bill he signed into law - mandating lhat public and private employers with at least 50 
workers provide their employees with 12 weeks of unpaid leave without risking their jobs, 
which provides protected leave lo 90.7 million American workers, about 71 percent ofthe 
American workforce. 

Ensuring a Head Start for More of America's Children 
• 1992. Head Start - the national program that provides comprehensive development 

services for America's low-income, pre-school children ages three to five - was severely 
underfunded and only able to serve just over 700,000 children. 

• Today. President Clinton increased funding for the Head Start program by 90 percent and 
this year the program will serve approximately 880,000 children - well on the way to 
meeting the President's goal of serving one million children by the year 2002. 

Helping Children Most in Need by Reforming Foster Care and Adoption 
• 1992. Children in the foster care system often languished for months without being 

reunited with their parents or placed in a permanent loving home with adopted parents. 
• Today. Between 1996 and 1998, adoptions rose 29 percent nationwide from 28,000 to 

36,000, which puts us on track to meeting the President's goal of 56,000 adoptions in 2002. 
In 1997, the President signed the Adoption and Safe Families Act, which expedited 
permanent placement decisions for children, ensured health insurance coverage for all 
special-needs children in subsidized adoptions, and created an incentive program for states to 
increase adoptions, and has also fought hard to remove racial and ethnic barriers to adoption. 

New Tools in the Fight Against Domestic Violence 
• 1992. There was no coordinated Federal response to violence against women, in the home, 

workplace, or on campus. 
• Today. In 1994 President Clinton signed the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) and 

the number of women experiencing violence at the hands of an intimate partner declined 21 
percent from 1993 to 1998. In addition, in 1996, 1997, and 1998, intimate partners 
committed fewer murders than in any year since 1976. 

Protecting Reproductive Rights and Promoting Reproductive Health 
• 1992. Science was held hostage to politics and women's health suffered as a result. The 

"gag rule" prevented women from receiving information about all their medical options at 
family planning clinics. Women and medical professionals were subject to violence and 
harassment al reproductive health clinics. A woman's basic right to choose was in jeopardy. 

• Today. The fundamental right to choose has been protected and women have expanded 
access to family planning services. The gag rule was reversed and women are able to receive 
medical advice and referrals on all their medical options. Science is no longer held hostage 
to politics: the ban on importation of RU-486 was reversed, and the ban on federal funding 
for fetal tissue research was lifted, opening the way for potentially lifesaving biomedical 
research. Thanks to the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances Act (FACE), championed by 



the President, women and medical professionals have federal protection from violence and 
harassment at reproductive health clinics. Over one million federal employees have 
contraceptive coverage. 
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CRIME: 

Historic Reductions in Crime: 

• The overall crime rate is at its lowest point in 26 years. In 1999, the serious crime rate 
fell for the eighth consecutive year nationwide, and has dropped over 24% since 1992. 

• The violent crime rate is at its lowest level in over two decades and is down 30% since 
1992. 

• Murder rate is at a 33-year low. In 1999, the homicide rate dropped lo its lowest point 
since 1966. The murder rate has dropped over 38% since 1992. 

• Gun violence is down by a third. Since 1993, gun crime has declined by more than 35% 
and the number of juvenile gun homicide offenders has dropped by 57%. 

More Tools To Keep Communities Safe: 

• 100,000 community police officers for our streets. In May 1999, ahead of schedule and 
under budget, the Clinlon-Gore Administration met its commilment lo fund an additional 
100.000 community police officers for our communities. More than 11,300 law enforcement 
agencies nalionwide have received Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) granls lo 
date. 

• Tripling of resources for state and local law enforcement. The Clinlon Administration 
has directed more federal resources than ever before to state and local law enforcement to 
help fight crime - more than 300% since 1993 - due in large part lo the 1994 Crime Bill. 

• Keeping guns out of the hands of criminals. Since the President signed the Brady Bill inlo 
law in 1993, more lhan 536,000 felons, fugitives and domestic abusers have been prevented 
from purchasing guns through Brady background checks. 

• Banning deadly assault weapons. The President signed the historic 1994 Crime Bill which 
banned 19 ofthe deadliest assault weapons and their copies, keeping them off our streets. 

• Increasing firearms prosecutions. From 1998 to 1999, the number of federal firearms 
cases prosecuted by U.S. Attorneys increased 25 percent, from 4,391 cases in 1998 to 5,500 
cases in 1999. Since 1992, there has been a 16 percent increase in lederal gun prosecutions 
and lederal sentences for gun olTenders have increased by approximately two years. 



Working to reform the gun industry. In March 2000, Presidenl Clinton announced an 
historic agreement with the nation's largest handgun manufacturer. Smith & Wesson, to make 
significant reforms in the way they design, distribute and market firearms. 

Securing largest ever increase to enforce our nation's gun laws (not done yet). This 
year, the Administration secured funding for the largest National Gun Enforcement Initiative 
in history to crack down on gun criminals by hiring 500 ATF firearms agents and inspectors, 
funding additional federal, state and local gun prosecutors, expanding crime gun tracing and 
ballistics testing, and investing in smart gun lechnology. 

Keeping guns out of the hands of chiidrcn. In 1994, the President signed the Youth 
Handgun Safety Act to bar juveniles from possessing handguns. The President also signed 
the Gun-Free Schools Acl lo require zero tolerance for guns in schools. Over 13,000 
students were expelled from public schools for bringing a firearm to school in the 1996-1999 
school years under zero tolerance policies. 

Launching an unprecedented media campaign to teach kids about dangers of drugs. 
President Clinton launched the Youlh Anti-Drug Media Campaign, the largest targeted effort 
ever to educate youth about the dangers of drug use. The campaign uses the full power ofthe 
media to encourage young people to reject drug use, and helps parents, teachers, and other 
responsible adults talk to kids about drugs and get more involved in the lives of young 
people. 

Increasing drug testing and treatment for offenders. The Adminislration has fought to 
break the cycle of drugs and crime with resources in the 1994 Crime Bill that has helped to 
expand drug courts from a dozen in 1994 to over 400 in October 1999 and to increase the 
number of federal inmates receiving residential substance abuse treatment from 1,135 in 
1992 to 10,816 in 1999. The President also signed legislation to require states to submit 
comprehensive drug testing and intervention plans for prisoners and parolees and to allow 
states to use their prison construction funds lo implement them. 

Requiring community notification of released sex offenders. To protect children from sex 
offenders. President Clinton signed Megan's Law and the Jacob Wetlerling Act, requiring 
slates lo set up sex offender registration systems and require community nolificalion when 
sex offenders are released from prison. 

EDUCATION: 

Raising Student Achievement 

• Goals 2000. Goals 2000 helped Slates develop challenging content and peiformance 
standards, aligned assessments to measure student progress, and accountability systems to 
ensure results. Virtually all Slates have developed content standards, and assessment systems 
lo make sure students reach those standards. In 1992, only 14 states had academic slandards; 
today, 49 states have them and 48 have assessments to measure student progress. Since 1992, 



reading and math scores on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) have 
increased for fourth, eighth, and twelfth graders, including those students in the highest 
poverty schools. Math SAT scores are at a thirty-year high, and more high school graduates 
than ever before are going directly to college - from 61.9% in 1992 to 65.6% in 1998. And 
under the Clinton-Gore Administration, the federal investment in education and training has 
nearly doubled. 

1994 Improving America's Schools Act. As a result ofthe 1994 reauthorization of Title I , 
schools and districts face serious consequences if they fail to show continuous and 
substantial gains in student performance. For the first time in its 30-year history. Title I 
requires Stales to hold schools and districts accountable for ensuring that all students learn lo 
the same high academic standards. Also as a result ofthe Administration's leadership. Title 1 
now requires States and school districts to turn around low-performing schools by improving 
curricula, providing more teacher training, or, if necessary, closing down schools and 
reopening them with new staff Title I Funds now reach 95 percent ofthe highest-poverty 
schools, up from 79 percent in 1993-1994 

Education Accountability Fund. In 1999, the Adminislration secured funding for a new 
$134 million accountability fund that will help school districts improve low-performing 
schools. 

Class Size Reduction. President Clinton's leadership had led to a $2.5 billion down 
payment aimed at fulfilling the Administration's proposal lo help local communities hire 
100,000 qualified teachers over seven years in order to reduce class size in grades one to 
three to a national average of 18 students. Already, school districts receiving lhe.se funds 
have hired over 29,000 qualified teachers and reduced average class size from about 23 
students to 18 sludenls in the schools and grades where teachers have been hired (primarily 
grades one to three), benefiting some 1.7 million students. 

2r ' Century Community Learning Centers. Under the leadership ofPresident Clinton 
and Vice President Gore, federal funding for 2U' Century Community Learning Centers has 
increased from a $1 million demonstration program in 1997 to a $453 million initiative in 
2000, with 3,600 schools currently providing exlended learning opportunities for 650,000 
students. 

America Reads. With over 1,400 colleges, universities, and their students participating, 
America Reads focuses on five strategies for improving reading in the early grades: engaging 
parents in building children's pre-literacy skills in early childhood, training teachers through 
research-based professional development, engaging college students as reading tutors, 
supporting research and evaluation, and fostering community partnerships. To furlher support 
the five strategies of America Reads, the Administration in 1998 won passage ofthe Reading 
Excellence Act, the most significant child literacy law in 30 years. The first $232 million in 
grants are al work in 17 States, and $240 million more will go lo addilional States this year. 
Over the past seven years, the Adminislration has also won increased funding for the family 
literacy initiative. Even Start, which now supports 800 projects serving 48,000 families. 



IDEA reauthorization. In 1997, the reauthorization ofthe Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act focused attention not merely on ensuring access to public schools for the 
Nation's six million students with disabilities, but also on ensuring that these students get a 
high-quality education aligned to high standards. 

Hispanic Education Action Plan. In 1998, President Clinton and Vice President Gore 
announced the Administration's Hispanic Education Action Plan. Each year since the HEAP 
was established the Administration has secured funding increases in programs crucial to 
improving Hispanic student achievemenl. 

Strengthening Teacher Quality 

• Loan Forgiveness for Teachers. In 2000, the Administralion proposed a new rule 
providing loan forgiveness for leachers in lower-income areas lhat have trouble retaining 
teachers. The new rule - which implements a provision ofthe Higher Education 
Amendments of 1998 - forgives up to $5,000 in loans after five consecutive years of 
leaching in needy schools, at least one of which must have been 1998-99 or later. Through 
2003, over 25,000 teachers will receive $122 million in loan forgiveness. 

• Troops to Teachers. Troops to Teachers was created in 1994 to help improve public school 
education by injecting the talent, skills, and experience of military service members and other 
federal civilian personnel inlo high-poverty schools. 

• The Administrafion's support ofthe National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 
has resulted in the number of National Board Teachers climbing from 282 in 1995 to 4,804 in 
1999. 

Expanding Public School Choice 

• Charter Schools. At the start ofthe Administralion, there was only one charter school and 
one State with a charter school law in the Nation. Today, there are 1,700 charters schools, 
and 36 Stales, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico have charter school laws. Initiated 
by this Administration in 1994, the Federal Public Charter Schools Program helps charter 
school developers address the most frequently cited obstacle to opening a charter school: the 
lack of start-up funding. Since 1994, the pi-ogram has generated nearly $400 million of 
support for 32 States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, with $145 million lo be 
awarded this year alone. 

• Increasing Public School Choice. As part ofthe FY 2000 budget agreement, the President 
expanded public school choice for students in failing schools. In order to access the 
Administration's Accountability Fund, districts must allow children in failing schools lo 
transfer to a better-performing public school. 



Using Technology to Enhance Teaching and Learning 

• The Administration's E-Rate program has helped boost the percentage of classrooms with 
Internet access from 3 percenl in 1993 to 65 percent in 1999. It is anticipated that by the end 
of this year, 100 percent of schools will be connected to the Inlernet. Libraries also benefit 
from the $2.25 billion discounts each year on phone service, network connections, and 
Internet access. 

• Through the new $75 million Preparing Tomorrow's Teachers to Use Technology 
program, 400,000 new teachers will be teclmologically literate and able to integrate 
teclmology into the curriculum. The Administration's $150 million budget request for FY 
2001 will further help these partnerships prepare a large portion of the 2.2 million new 
teachers needed over the nexl decade. 

• States have received over $1 billion through the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund to 
help schools and districts work together with private sector partners and other community 
organizations to put modern computers, high-quality educational software, and affordable 
connections to the Internet in every classroom. 

Creating Safe, Disciplined, and Drug-Free Schools 

• Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative. This collaboration among the U.S. Departments 
of Education, Justice, and Flealth and Human Services supports urban, rural, suburban and 
tribal school district efforts to link prevention activities and community-based services, as 
well as to provide community-wide approaches to violence prevention and healthy child 
development. The Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative provides three-year grants lo help 
communities design and implement comprehensive educational, mental health, social service, 
law enforcement and juvenile justice services for youth. This year, $41 million in new grants 
was awarded to 23 school districts, and 54 districts received continuation granls. 

Safe and Drug Free Schools. Since 1993, through the Safe and Drug-Free Schools and 
Communities Act, this Administration has focused more than $3 billion on increasing school 
safety and reducing illicit drug use. Annually, these funds have enabled up lo 97 percent of 
the Nation's school districts to provide prevention programming to roughly 40 million 
students. 

Gun Free Schools Act. The Gun-Free Schools Act (GFSA) requires that each state 
receiving federal funds under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) have a 
stale law lhat requires all local educational agencies (LEAs) in the state to expel from school 
for at least one year any student found bringing a firearm to school. 



Getting Students Ready for College 

• GEAR UP (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Education). 
GEAR UP is a national initiative introduced by President Clinton in 1998 to encourage more 
young people to have high expectations, stay in school, study hard and take the right courses 
to go to college. Informs students and parents about college options and financial aid, 
promotes rigorous academic coursework and starting with 6th or 7th grade students and 
continuing through high school graduation with comprehensive services including mentoring, 
tutoring, counseling, and other activities such as after-school programs, summer academic 
and enrichment programs, and college visits. 

Opening the Door to Higher Education for All Americans 

• The Largest Investment in Higher Education Since the GI Bill. 

• Hope Scholarship. In 1997 President Clinton introduced the "HOPE Scholarship" tax credit 
which helps make the first two years ofcollege or vocational school universally available. 
Students can receive a 100% tax credit for the first $1,000 of tuition and required lees and a 
50% credit on the second $1,000. 

• Lifetime Learning Tax Credit. Introduced in 1997, this lax credit is targeted lo adults who 
want to go back lo school, change careers, or take a course or two to upgrade their skills and 
to college juniors, seniors, graduate and professional degree students. A family will receive a 
20%) tax credit for the first $5,000 of tuition and required fees paid each year through 2002, 
and for the first $10,000 thereafter. The Lifetime Learning tax credit is available for tuition 
and required fees less grants, scholarships, and other tax-free educational assistance. 

• Pell Grants. When President Clinton took office in 1993, the Pell Grant maximum award 
was $2,300, the same as it was in 1989. These grants now amount to a $7.6 billion 
investment that benefits over 3.8 million students. The President's FY2001 budgel increases 
the maximum to $3,500, more lhan 50 percent larger than the maximum grant in 1993, to 
make a college education more affordable for the nearly 4 million Pell Grant recipients. 

• More Affordable Student Loans. The President's Direct Lending Program and 
improvements to the student loan program have saved students an estimated $8.7 billion on 
their loans over the last five years while taxpayers have saved over $5 billion through student 
loan reform. Students who borrowed student loans since 1993 will save $100 annually for 
each $10,000 in outstanding loans — and a total of $5 billion - due lo the lower interesi rate 
formula. Also, in 1993, the Adminislration reduced loan origination fees, saving students 
nearly $3.7 billion to date. In 1999, in recognition of widespread discounts available on 
guaranteed student loans, the Adminislration reduced direct loan fees even further. Since 
1993, borrowers have more flexibility in managing their student loan debt. The income-
contingent repayment plan allows direct loan borrowers to repay their loans based upon their 
income; after 25 years, any remaining loan balance is discharged. 



Creating the Direct Loan Program. Under the Direct Loan program, students receive 
loans directly from the Education Department rather than through government-guaranteed 
lenders. Because the Direct Loan program is substantially less expensive for taxpayers than 
the guaranteed loan program, taxpayers have saved over $4 billion over the past five years. 
The program has pioneered the use of new technology, streamlined loan processing and 
disbursement, and improved customer service in both programs through competition. 

Reducing Loan Defaults. In September, 2000, President Clinton announced the historic 
drop in the student loan cohort default rale from 22.4% in 1993 lo a record low of 6.9% 
(from 8.8 % last year). As a result, taxpayers have saved over $1 billion per year for seven 
consecutive years for a total savings of $7 billion dollars since President Clinton took office. 
At the same time, collections on defaulted loans have more than doubled, from $1 billion in 
FY1993 to $2.2 billion in FY1998. 

Encouraging and Expanding Community Service 

• Corporation for National Service. President Clinton led the fight for national and 
cotnmunity service in our country and established AmeriCorps to help young people serve 
their country through community service. In September of 1993, the President signed the 
National Service Trust Act of 1993, which created the Corporation for National Service and 
established AmeriCorps. Since the first class of AmeriCorps members in 1994, nearly 
200,000 citizens have served their communities building public housing, improving 
education, offering disaster relief work, and providing critical social and environmental 
support in exchange for education awards that they can use to pay back students loans or pay 
for current educational experiences. Through national service, thousands of senior citizens 
have served their communities and hundreds of thousands ofcollege students have tutored 
children in reading through the America Reads program. 

HEALTH CARE: 

Infant Mortality and Immunization Rates 
During the Clinton-Gore Administration, infant mortality dropped and immunization rates are at 

an all-time high. 

Cancer & AIDS Deaths and Diagnosis 
For the first time ever, the total number of cancer deaths in the United States has stopped rising, 

and the number of Americans diagnosed with AIDS has declined as well. Deaths from 
the disease have also declined by more than 40 percent. Under this Administration, 
funding for the Ryan White Care Act has increased by more than 300 percent, and 
funding for basic AIDS research and HIV prevention has increased by more than 80 
percent. 



Health Care Coverage 
Reversing a 12-year trend, new data indicates lhal the number of people - including over 1 

million children - with health insurance has increased. 

Because ofthe Kennedy-Kassenbaum legislation, individuals don't lose their health insurance if 
they lose their jobs or get sick. 

Because ofthe Children's Health Insurance Program, 2.5 million children have high quality 
health insurance. 

Because ofthe Work Incentives Improvement Acl, people with disabilities will be able to go 
back to work without losing their health insurance. 

Bipartisan legislation ensuring that children aging oul of foster care can continue to access 
Medicaid coverage provides thousands of children with a safer transition to adulthood. 

Today, thanks to the Clinton-Gore Administration, 85 million people in Federal health plans 
have critical protections included in the Patients' Bill of Rights. 

Medicare Solvency 
The fiscal discipline ofthe Clinlon-Gore Adminislration exlended the life ofthe Medicare Trust 

Fund lo 2025, placing the nation in an unprecedented position to modernize the Medicare 
program lo include a long-overdue prescription drug benefit option for all beneficiaries. 

WELFARE REFORM & WORKING FAMILIES: 

Welfare Reform — rewarding work and responsibility 
Enacted landmark 1996 welfare reform law to require and promote work, set time limits, and 
increase child support enforcement. Includes waivers, Welfare-to-Work Partnership, Welfare-to-
Work granls, subsidized employment, and employer tax credits. Welfare rolls have been cut in 
half, and welfare beneficiaries are five time more likely to be working today than in 1992. 

Making Work Pay — supporting working families 
Includes minimum wage, EITC, housing vouchers. Access to Jobs transportation. Individual 
Development Accounts, ensuring working families get the nutrition and health assistance for 
which they're eligible (food stamps and Medicaid/SCHIP), child care, and expanded health 
coverage. The poverty rate is the lowest in 20 years. 

Expecting and Supporting Parental Responsibility 
Includes tough child support enforcement measures lo make sure parents who can afford to pay 
do, employment assistance to help low-income fathers honor their responsibilities, increases in 
paternity establishment, reductions in teen pregnancy and teen birlh rates, Second Chance 
Flomes, leveling off of out-of-wedlock birth rates after decades of increases. Child support 
collections have doubled since 1992, the teen pregnancy rate has declined for 8 years in a row 
and is at the lowest level on record (60 years of data collection), and the abortion rate is the 
lowest since 1976. 



Reducing Youth Smoking and Holding Tobacco Companies Accountable 
Includes FDA rule, efforts on bipartisan legislation, support for slate and community efforts to 
reduce youth smoking, federal tobacco litigation. 

Promoting Fairness for Legal Immigrants (could also get combined with a more general One 
America section). 



CHILDREN AND FAMILIES: 

Family and Medical Leave Act - bill signed 2/5/93. since bill signing over 20,000 workers 
have benefited from FMLA (should have better number in November) 

Passed the Violence Against Women Act (8/24/94) and reauthorized il (10/11/00) - hundreds 
of thousands of battered and abused women benefit from these services 

Improved Access, Affordability and Quality of Child Care 
• More than doubled funding for child care subsidies 
• Nearly doubled funding for Head Start (will be more than doubled after this budget) 
• Passed an Early Learning fund to improve quality of child care (still working on this 

piece) 

Increasing the Number of Children Adopted from Foster Care and Increased Support For 
Children Transitioning from Foster Care to Adult Independence 

• Passed the Adoption and Safe Families Act (11/19/97) 
• Passed the Foster Care Independence Act 12/14/99 

Improved Reproductive Rights 
• 5 key actions on 1/22/93 [reversed gag rule, repealed Mexico City policy, lilted ban on 

importation of RU-486 (leading the way for FDA approval based on scientific evidence, 
not politics), lifted ban on federal funding of lelal tissue research, and lifted ban on 
abortions at overseas military hospitals] 
Contraceptive coverage for federal employees 

• Signed the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances Act (FACE) 
• Historic increases in family planning 

Provided Tools to Parents to Monitor The Media To Which Their Children Are Exposed 
• Passed legislation to require all new televisions to include a V-Chip 
• Worked wilh television industry to create television rating syslem (7/96) 
• Called on FCC to enforce 3-hour rule to require all television broadcasters to provide 3 

hours of educational programming for children (7/96) 
• Challenged entertainment industry to provide one-stop information for parents on the 

various media rating systems - parenlalresource.org website designed and announced 
(6/00) 

• Commissioned FTC report on Media Violence (6/99 and released on 9/11/00) 

Worked to End Parental Discrimination in the Federal Workplace 
• First announced: SOTU 1999 
• EO 5/2/2000 



COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT: (NEC is the lead on this, but DPC has some overlapping 
programs and accomplishments.) 

EITC Expansion and Minimum Wage Hike ^—-

Community Development Financial Institutions 

Empowerment Zone / Enterprise Community Initiative 

Workforce Investment Act (also sec welfare reform) 

Community Reinvestment Act 



CRIME: 

Historic Reductions in Crime: 

Signature Programs and Accomplishments ' . 
Domestic Policy Council J\ /a<>ii 

Draft List 10/25/00 {[iu , 

The overall crime rate is at its lowest point in 26 years. In 1999, the serious crime rate 
fell for the eighth consecutive year nationwide, and has dropped over 24%) since 1992. 

• The violent crime rate is at its lowest level in over two decades and is down 30%) since 
1992. 

• Murder rate is at a 33-year low. In 1999, the homicide rate dropped to its lowest point 
since 1966. The murder rate has dropped over 38% since 1992. 

• Gun violence is down by a third. Since 1993, gun crime has declined by more than 35%) 
and the number of juvenile gun homicide offenders has dropped by 57%. 

More Tools To Keep Communities Safe: 

• 100,000 community police officers for our streets. In May 1999, ahead of schedule and 
under budget, the Clinton-Gore Administration met its commitment to fund an additional 
100,000 community police officers for our communities. More 11,300 law enforcement 
agencies nationwide have received Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) grants to 
date. 

• Tripling of resources for state and local law enforcement. The Clinton Administrafion 
has directed more federal resources than ever before to state and local law enforcement to 
help fight crime - more than 300% since 1993 - due in large part to the 1994 Crime Bill. 

• Keeping guns out of the hands of criminals. Since the President signed the Brady Bill into 
law in 1993, more than 536,000 felons, fugitives and domestic abusers have been prevented 
from purchasing guns through Brady background checks. 

Banning deadly assault weapons. The President signed the historic 1994 Crime Bill which 
banned 19 ofthe deadliest assault weapons and their copies, keeping them off our streets. 

Increasing firearms prosecutions. From 1998 to 1999, the number of federal firearms 
cases prosecuted by U.S. Attomeys increased 25 percent, fi-om 4,391 cases in 1998 to 5,500 
cases in 1999. Since 1992, there has been a 16 percent increase in federal gun prosecutions 
and federal sentences for gun offenders have increased by approximately two years. 



Working to reform the gun industry. In March 2000, President Clinton announced an 
historic agreement with the nation's largest handgun manufacturer, Smith & Wesson, to make 
significant reforms in the way they design, distribute and market firearms. 

Securing largest ever increase to enforce our nation's gun laws. This year, the 
Administration secured funding for the largest National Gun Enforcement Initiative in 
history to crack down on gun criminals by hiring 500 ATF firearms agents and inspectors, 
funding additional federal, state and local gun prosecutors, expanding crime gun tracing and 
ballistics testing, and investing in smart gun technology. 

Keeping guns out of the hands of children. In 1994, the President signed the Youth 
Handgun Safety Act to bar juveniles from possessing handguns. The President also signed 
the Gun-Free Schools Act to require zero tolerance for guns in schools. Over 13,000 
students were expelled from public schools for bringing a firearm to school in the 1996-1999 
school years under zero tolerance policies. 

Launching an unprecedented media campaign to teach kids about dangers of drugs. 
President Clinton launched the Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign, the largest targeted effort 
ever to educate youth about the dangers of drug use. The campaign uses the full power of the 
media to encourage young people to reject drug use, and helps parents, teachers, and other 
responsible adults talk to kids about drugs and get more involved in the lives of young 
people. 

Increasing drug testing and treatment for offenders. The Administration has fought to 
break the cycle of drugs and crime with resources in the 1994 Crime Bill that has helped to 
expand drug courts from a dozen in 1994 to over 400 in October 1999 and to increase the 
number of federal inmates receiving residential substance abuse treatment from 1,135 in 
1992 to 10,816 in 1999. The President also signed legislation to require states to submit 
comprehensive drug testing and intervention plans for prisoners and parolees and to allow 
states to use their prison construction funds to implement them. 

Requiring community notification of released sex offenders. To protect children fi-om sex 
offenders. President Clinton signed Megan's Law and the Jacob Wetterling Act, requiring 
states to set up sex offender registration systems and require community notification when 
sex offenders are released from prison. 

EDUCATION: 

Raising Student Achievement JIMX KV^^ 

/ 5'k/'<U-H CC^y I 
/ • Goals 2000. Goals 2000 helped States develop challenging content and perfolrnance ^Izti-Mi 

/ standards, aligned assessments to measure student progress, and accountability systems to 
I ensure results. Virtually all States have developed content standards, and^c Dcpartmont of-
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and are valid, rehaBlê  and aligned to State comersto,Hex)f accou 
stantiapas. 

• 1994 Improving America's Schools Act. As a result of the 1994 reauthorizafion of Title I , 
schools and districts face serious consequences if they fail to show continuous and 
substantial gains in student performance. For the first time in its 30-year history. Title I 
requires States to hold schools and districts accountable for ensuring that all students leam to 
the same high academic standards. Also as a result of the Administration's leadership, Title I 
now requires States and school districts to tum around low-performing schools by improving 
curricula, providing more teacher training, or, i f necessary, closing down schools and 
reopening them with new staff Title I Funds now reach 95 percent of the highest-poverty 
schools, up from 79 percent in 1993-1994 

• Education Accountability Fund. In 1999, the Administration secured funding for a new 
$134 million accountability hand that will help school districts improve low-performing 
schools. 

• Comprehensive School Reform. By expandin^^Frtle I schoolwide programs in 1994 and by 
initiating the Comprehensive School Refopirl5emonstration program witli-bipartisan support 
in 1998, the Administration is enablipgliigh-poverty schools to bec9m€nigh-performing 
schools. The Comprehensive Sph^ol Reform Demonstration (pSItD) program is helping 
raise student achievement li^f^ssisting public schools acro^s^e country to implement 
effective, comprehensiv^school reforms that are based^reliable research and effective 
practices, and tha^iilclude an emphasis on basic ap^mics and parental involvement. In 
establishing tlje^ogram, Congress and the Present recognized the potential for the wider 
use of proyen, research-based models fojxwiprehensive school reform. 

Class Size Reduction. President Clinton's leadership had led to a $2.5 billion down 
payment aimed at fulfilling the Administration's proposal to help local communities hire 
100,000 qualified teachers over seven years in order to reduce class size in grades one to 
three to a national average of 18 students. Already, school districts receiving these funds 
have hired over 29,000 qualified teachers and reduced average class size from about 23 
students to 18 students in the schools and grades where teachers have been hired (primarily 
grades one to three), benefifing some 1.7 million students. 

21*" Century Community Learning Centers. Under the leadership ofPresident Clinton 
and Vice President Gore, federal funding for 21 '̂ Century Community Leaming Centers has 
increased from a $1 million demonstrafion program in 1997 to a $453 million initiative in 
2000, with 3,600 schools currently providing extended leaming opportunities for 650,000 
students. 

School Construction. Qualified Zpii^Academy Bonds (QZABS) are being used by 
communities for renovating ojvr^airing schools, investing in equipment and technology, 
developing challenging cumculum, or training quality teachers. To date, schools in at least 
22 states are using Q Z ^ s and saving up to 50 percent of the cost of school improvement 
projects. 



America Reads. With over 1,400 colleges, universifies, and their students participating, 
America Reads focuses on five strategies for improving reading in the early grades: engaging 
parents in building children's pre-literacy skills in early childhood, training teachers through 
research-based professional development, engaging college students as reading tutors, 
supporting research and evaluation, and fostering community partnerships. To fijrther support 
the five strategies of America Reads, the Administration in 1998 won passage of the Reading 
Excellence Act, the most significant child literacy law in 30 years. The first $232 million in 
grants are at work in 17 States, and $240 million more will go to additional States this year. 
Over the past seven years, the Administration has also won increased funding for the family 
literacy initiative, Even Start, which now supports 800 projects serving 48,000 families. 

America Counts. In 1997 President CUntoh issued a Presidential Direcfive to the 
Department and the National Science Foundation to work together to devise an action 
strategy for using Federal re&etirces in support of improving student performance. The result 
of this joint effort was tb<^creation of America Counts—a multifaceted Federal initiative that 
focuses on six stratpgic areas. 

Corporation for National Service. Through the creation of AmeriCorps in 1994, the 
Administrafion has enabled millions of students to eam money while working and serving 
their communities. 

IDEA reauthorization. In 1997, the reauthtJnzation of the Individuals with Disabilifies 
Education Act focused attention npl̂ rrierely on ensuring access to public schools for the 
Nafion's six million studentsj*vitn disabilifies, but also on ensuring that these students get a 
high-quality educafion aligned to high standards. 

Hispanic Education Action Plan. In 1998, President Clinton and Vice President Gore 
announced the Administration's Hispanic Education Action Plan. Each year since the HEAP 
was established the Administration has secured funding increases in programs cmcial to 
improving Hispanic student achievement. 

Strengthening Teacher Quality 

• Teacher Quality Enhancement Grantsf In 1999, the Teacher Quality program awarded 28 
teacher recmitment grant\to help high-need school districts recmit and prepare 3,000 new 
teachers; 25 partnership grantŝ to improve the preparation of over 17,000 new teachers; and 
24 State grants to support systematic efforts to improve the quality of teaching. 

• Preparing TomorrjMv's Teachê s.̂ o Use Technology. The Preparing Tomorrow's 
Teachers progranyawarded 225 consbcfium grants to support implementation and infusion of 
technology intenhe preparation and fielo^xperiences of 400,000 future teachers. 

Loan Forgiveness for Teachers. In 2000, the Administration proposed a new mle 
providing loan forgiveness for teachers in lower-income areas that have trouble retaining 
teachers. The new mle — which implements a provision of the Higher Educafion 



Amendments of 1998 —forgives up to $5,000 in loans after five consecutive years of 
teaching in needy schools, at least one of which must have been 1998-99 or later. Through 
2003, over 25,000 teachers will receive $122 million in loan forgiveness. 

Troops to Teachers. Troops to Teachers was created in 1994 to help improve public school 
education by injecting the talent, skills, and experience of military service members and other 
federal civilian personnel into high-poverty schools. 

More Bilin^ttal Educators. The Bilingual Education Teachers and Personnel Grants have 
improved the ca}>^ity of teacher education programsao prepare prospective teachers to serve 
Limited English Proficient (LEP) students effectiygly. 

The President's Summit in^^tember 1999 convened college and university presidents from 
across the country to discuss tns^ role in ejn'ating the importance and improving the quality 
of teacher preparation on their campuseŝ  

The National Conference on Teachen/Q^lity in January 2000 assembled more than 1,000 
higher education leaders with K - l ^ n d ccH^munity leaders to develop action plans for 
improving teacher education. 

• The National Commission oi/Mathematics anXScience Teaching for the 21st Century, 
chaired by former Senator John Glenn, proposed concrete steps that Federal, State, and local 
policymakers can take to irrjprove the recmitment, preparation, professional development, 
and retention of math and/Science teachers. 

• Funding for Eisenhower Professional Development State^rants went from $246 million 
in 1992 to $335 milliod in 1999. 

• The Administratiori initiated a National Awards Program for M ^ e l Professional 
Development to identify schools and districts that demonstrate increased student 
achievement as a. result of their investments in professional developmeiH: The awardees will 
serve as modelj! for others that want to improve professional developmentN 

• The Administrafion's support of the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 
has resulted in the number of National Board Teachers climbing from 282 in 1995 to 4,804 in 
1999. 

Expanding Public School Choice 

• Charter Schools. At the start of the Administration, there was only one charter school and 
one State with a charter school law in the Nation. Today, there are 1,700 charters schools, 
and 36 States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico have charter school laws. Initiated 
by this Administration in 1994, the Federal Public Charter Schools Program helps charter 
school developers address the most frequently cited obstacle to opening a charter school: the 
lack of start-up funding. Since 1994, the program has generated nearly $400 million of 



support for 32 States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, with $145 million to be 
awarded this year alone. 

• Magnet Schools. Through the Magnet Scho^ls^ssistance Program, the Administration 
supports the development and implemerUafion of new or significantly revised magnet schools 
designed to help reduce, eliminate, op^event minority group isolafion and to promote 
diversity by creating programs thafattract diverse students. Since 1992, the number of 
magnet schools in the NationMs increased from 2,400 to over 4,000, and approximately 150 
school districts and more than 1,200 schools have participated in the Federal program. 

• Increasing Public School Choice. As part of the FY 2000 budget agreement, the President 
expanded public school choice for students in failing schools. In order to access the 
Administrafion's Accountability Fund, districts must allow children in failing schools to 
transfer to a better-performing public school. 

Increasing Parental Involvement. 

• The Administrafion initiated the Partnei^Wiflbr Family Involvement in Education in 
1994, which has'grown fi-om 35 org^mfations to over 6,000. The Partnership supports: 
Reading in the earlŷ gj;;ades throygn the America Reads Challenge and the Compact for 
Reading initiative; 
Provides outreach to famifies":as^hildren retum to school; 
Helps middle and high school stiiSeqts and their families think about college early; 
Provides extendejHeaming opportunim 

Using Technology to Enhance Teaching and Learning 

• The Administration's E-Rate program has helped boost the percentage of classrooms with 
Intemet access fi-om 3 percent in 1993 to 65 percent in 1999. It is anticipated that by the end 
of this year, 100 percent of schools will be connected to the Intemet. Libraries also benefit 
from the $2.25 billion discounts each year on phone service, network connections, and 
Intemet access. 

• Tlirough the new $75 million Preparing Tomorrow's Teachers to Use Technology 
program, 400,000 new teachers will be technologically literate and able to integrate 
technology into the curriculum. The Administrafion's $150 million budget request for FY 
2001 will further help these partnerships prepare a large portion of the 2.2 million new 
teachers needed over the next decade. 

States have received over $1 billion through the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund to 
help schools and districts work together with private sector partners and other community 
organizations to put modem computers, high-quality educational software, and affordable 
connections to the Intemet in every classroom. 

Through the Technology Imiovation Challenge progfam^ multi-district and multi-State 
partnerships involvingjccflleges and universities,^sinesses, and community-based 



organizations, and schools, distpias, and othep^^ners have been developing innovative uses 
of computers, networking. Web-based in^trtiction, and multimedia across the curriculum. 
Over five years, the $45^HTiillion investment in this program has generated $ 1.3 billion in 
matching commitmer 

Creating Safe, Disciplined, and Drug-Free Schools 

Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative. This collaborafion among the U.S. Departments 
of Education, Justice, and Health and Human Services supports urban, mral, suburban and 
tribal school district efforts to link prevention activities and community-based services, as 
well as to provide community-wide approaches to violence prevention and healthy child 
development. The Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative provides three-year grants to help 
communities design and implement comprehensive educational, mental health, social service, 
law enforcement and juvenile jusfice services for youth. This year, $41 million in new grants 
was awarded to 23 school districts, and 54 districts received continuation grants. 

Safe and Drug Free Schools. Since 1993, through the Safe and Dmg-Free Schools and 
Communities Act, this Administration has focused more than $3 billion on increasing school 
safety and reducing illicit dmg use. Annually, these funds have enabled up to 97 percent of 
the Nation's school districts to provide prevention programming to roughly 40 million 
students. 

Gun Free Schools Act. The Gun-Free Schools Act (GFSA) requires that each state 
receiving federal funds under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) have a 
state law that requires all local educational agencies (LEAs) in the state to expel from school 
for at least one year any student found bringing a firearm to school. 

Getting Students Ready for College 

• GEAR UP (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Education). 
GEAR UP is a national initiative introduced by President Clinton in 1998 to encourage more 
young people to have high expectations, stay in school, study hard and take the right courses 
to go to college. Informs students and parents about college options and financial aid, 
promotes rigorous academic coursework and starting with 6th or 7th grade students and 
continuing through high school graduation with comprehensive services including mentoring, 
tutoring, counseling, and other activities such as after-school programs, summer academic 
and enrichment programs, and college visits. 

Opening the Door to Higher Education for All Americans 

• The Largest Investment in Higher Education Since the GI Bill. 



Hope Scholarship. In 1997 President Clinton introduced the "HOPE Scholarship" tax credit 
which helps make the first two years of college or vocational school universally available. 
Students can receive a 100%) tax credit for the first $1,000 of tuition and required fees and a 
50%) credit on the second $1,000. 

Lifetime Learning Tax Credit. Introduced in 1997, this tax credit is targeted to.adults who 
want to go back to school, change careers, or take a course or two to upgrade their skills and 
to college juniors, seniors, graduate and professional degree students. A family will receive a 
20%) tax credit for the first $5,000 of tuition and required fees paid each year through 2002, 
and for the first $10,000 thereafter. The Lifetime Leaming tax credit is available for tuition 
and required fees less grants, scholarships, and other tax-free educational assistance. 

Pell Grants. When President Clinton took office in 1993, the Pell Grant maximum award 
was $2,300, the same as it was in 1989. These grants now amount to a $7.6 billion 
investment that benefits over 3.8 million students. The President's FY2001 budget increases 
the maximum to $3,500, more than 50 percent larger than the maximum grant in 1993, to 
make a college education more affordable for the nearly 4 million Pell Grant recipients. 

More Affordable Student Loans. The President's Direct Lending Program and 
improvements to the student loan program have saved students an estimated $8.7 billion on 
their loans over the last five years while taxpayers have saved over $5 billion through student 
loan reform. Students who borrowed student loans since 1993 will save $100 annually for 
each $10,000 in outstanding loans — and a total of $5 billion - due to the lower interest rate 
formula. Also, in 1993, the Administrafion reduced loan originafion fees, saving students 
nearly $3.7 billion to date. In 1999, in recognifion of widespread discounts available on 
guaranteed student loans, the Administration reduced direct loan fees even further. Since 
1993, borrowers have more flexibility in managing their student loan debt. The income-
contingent repayment plan allows direct loan borrowers to repay their loans based upon their 
income; after 25 years, any remaining loan balance is discharged. 

Creating the Direct Loan Program. Under the Direct Loan program, students receive 
loans directly from the Education Department rather than through government-guaranteed 
lenders. Because the Direct Loan program is substantially less expensive for taxpayers than 
the guaranteed loan program, taxpayers have saved over $4 billion over the past five years. 
The program has pioneered the use of new technology, streamlined loan processing and 
disbursement, and improved customer service in both programs through competition. 

Reducing Loan Defaults. In September, 2000, President Clinton announced the historic 
drop in the student loan cohort default rate from 22.4% in 1993 to a record low of 6.9%) 
(from 8.8 % last year). As a result, taxpayers have saved over $1 billion per year for seven 
consecutive years for a total savings of $7 billion dollars since President Clinton took office. 
At the same time, collections on defaulted loans have more than doubled, from $1 billion in 
FY1993 to $2.2 billion in FY1998. 

D.C. College Access. In respons^o the President's 2000 proposal. Congress approved a 
$17 million inifiafive to equalize postsecefidary education opportunities for residents of the 
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District of Columbia by proviuing tirition benefits to D.C. residents attending public colleges 
in Maryland, Virginia anj^other^ates under certain circumstances, and private colleges in 
the D.C. area. 

HEALTH CARE: 

Infant Mortality and Immunization Rates 
During the Clinton-Gore Administration, infant mortality dropped and immunization rates are at 

an all-time high. 

Cancer & AIDS Deaths and Diagnosis 
For the first time ever, the total number of cancer deaths in the United States has stopped rising, 

and the number of Americans diagnosed with AIDS has declined as well. t^ort-

Health Care Coverage /) < D5 <vv t̂e>*M*Lc>J 
Reversing a 12 year trend, new data indicates that the number of people - including over 1 f t f ^ ^ ^ 

million children - with health insurance has increased. j - l - ^ ^ * ^ (at.^i^, 

Because of the Kennedy-Kassenbaum legislation, individuals don't lose their health insurance if 
they lose their jobs or get sick. 

Because of the Children's Health Insurance Program, 2.5 million children have high quality 
health insurance. 

Because of the Work Incentives Improvement Act, people with disabilifies will be able to go 
back to work without losing their health insurance. 

Bipartisan legislation ensuring that children aging out of foster care can continue to access 
Medicaid coverage provides thousands of children with a safer transition to adulthood. 

Today, thanks to the Clinton-Gore Administration, 85 million people in Federal health plans 
have crifical protections included in the Patients' Bill of Rights. 

Medicare Solvency 
The fiscal discipline ofthe Clinton-Gore Administration extended the life of the Medicare Tmst 
Fund to 2025, placing the nation in an unprecedented position to modemize the Medicare 
program to include a long-overdue prescription dmg benefit option for all beneficiaries. 

WELFARE REFORM & WORKING FAMILIES: 

Welfare Reform — rewarding work and responsibility 

QIncludes waivers, signing and implemenfing 1996 law. Welfare to Work Partnership, Welfare-to-
Work grants, subsidized employment, employer tax credits 

k^v v̂ ô  ^ u/e r̂̂  i L ^ .u 



Making Work Pay ~ supporting working families 
\ Includes minimum wage, EITC, housing vouchers. Access to Jobs transportation. Individual 

1^. Development Accounts, ensuring working families get the nutrition and health assistance for 
V which they're eligible (food stamps and Medicaid/SCHIP), child care, expanded health coverage 

Expecting and Supporting Parental Responsibility 
Includes tough child support enforcement measures to make sure parents who can afford to pay 
do, employment assistance to help low-income fathers honor their responsibilities, increases in 

^UcV^**' P t̂s'Tiity establishment, reductions in teen pregnancy and teen birth rates, Second Chance 
j)/<̂ - Homes, leveling off of out-of-wedlock birth rates after decades of increases. 

Reducing Youth Smoking and Holding Tobacco Companies Accountable 
Includes FDA mle, efforts on bipartisan legislation, support for state and community efforts to 
reduce youth smoking, federal tobacco litigation. 

Promoting Philanthropy, CharUable Givhig and Non-Profit Involvement 

Expanding EtH^yme^t Opportuiuties and EiMiuring Equality for Individuals With 
DisabUities 

Promoting Fairness for Legal Immigrants (could also get combined with a more general One 
America section) 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES: 

Family and Medical Leave Act - bill signed 2/5/93, since bill signing over 20,000 workers 
have benefited from FMLA (should have better number in November) 

Raised awareness about the need fopJ*̂ id Leave and Provided Tools to States to use their 
Unemployment Compensation System to provide Paid leave to new parents 

• Proposed in Grambling^niversity Speech (6/99) 
• Baby-UI Rule anpdunced 11/30/99 
• Budget prop^)8^ made to provide funding to states to explore paid leave options 

2/12/200i 
• Babj^Ul Rule finalized 6/10/2000 

Passed the Violence Against Women Act (8/24/94) and reauthorized it (10/11/00) - hundreds 
of thousands of battered and abused women benefit from these services 

Improved Access, Affordability and Quality of Child Care 
-*—President aimounced Child Care initiative (SOTU 1/98) 

• More than doubled funding for child care subsidies 
• Nearly doubled funding for Head Start (will be more than doubled after this budget) 
• Passed an Early Leaming fund to improve quality of child care (still working on this 

piece) 



Provided Afterschool Opportunities^or More than 2 Miilion Children 
• Passed 21*' Century CompKmity Leaming Centers (part of Improving America's Schools 

Act-passed 10/20/94)̂  
• Increased funding from $1 million to $1 billion (not done yet) 

Increasing the Number of Children Adopted from Foster Care and Increased Support For 
Children Transitioning from Foster Care to Adult Independence 

• Passed the Adopfion and Safe Families Act (11/19/97) 
• Passed the Foster Care Independence Act 12/14/99 

Improved Reproductive Rights 
• 5 key acfions on 1/22/93 [reversed gag mle, repealed Mexico City policy, lifted ban on 

importation of RU-486 (leading the way for FDA approval based on scienfific evidence, 
not politics), lifted ban on federal funding of fetal tissue research, and lifted ban on 
abortions at overseas military hospitals] 
Contraceptive coverage for federal employees 

• Signed the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances Act (FACE) 
• Historic increases in family planning 

Provided Tools to Parents to Monitor The Media To Which Their Children Are Exposed 
• Passed legislafion to require all new televisions to include a V-Chip 
• Worked with television industry to create television rating system (7/96) 
• Called on FCC to enforce 3-hour mle to require all television broadcasters to provide 3 

hours of educational programming for children (7/96) 
• Challenged entertainment industry to provide one-stop information for parents on the 

various media rating systems - parentalresource.org website designed and announced 
(6/00) 

• Commissioned FTC report on Media Violence (6/99 and released on 9/11/00) 

Worked to End Parental Discrimination in the Federal Workplace 
• First announced: SOTU 1999 
• EO 5/2/2000 


