
THE WHITE HOUSE 

O f f i c e of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release October 22, 1999 

October 22, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

SUBJECT: Supporting the Role of Nonprofit Organizations: 
Interagency Task Force on Nonprofits and 
Government 

The United States i s the most generous Nation on Earth. I n 1998, 
an estimated $175 b i l l i o n was given by American i n d i v i d u a l s , 
communities, foundations, corporations, and other p r i v a t e 
p h i l a n t h r o p i e s t o a wide v a r i e t y of causes and org a n i z a t i o n s . 
I n d i v i d u a l s accounted f o r 85 percent of a l l c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n 1998 
and t h e i r g i v i n g has increased by almost o n e - t h i r d since 1995. 
And over the next 20 years, approximately $12 t r i l l i o n i n wealth 
i s expected t o be t r a n s f e r r e d from one generation t o the next --
more than $1 t r i l l i o n of which w i l l flow t o n o n p r o f i t 
o r g anizations through c h a r i t a b l e g i v i n g . 

I n many cases i t i s n o n p r o f i t organizations t h a t convert 
p h i l a n t h r o p y i n t o r e s u l t s -- helping people i n need, p r o v i d i n g 
h e a l t h care and educating our Nation's youth. The n o n p r o f i t 
sector i s an i n t e g r a l component of our n a t i o n a l l i f e , encom­
passing more than one and a h a l f m i l l i o n organizations w i t h 
o p e r a t i n g expenditures i n excess of $600 b i l l i o n . But more 
t e l l i n g than the d o l l a r f i g u r e s i s the new s p i r i t of service and 
c i v i c a c t i v i s m t h a t n o n p r o f i t s of every k i n d are now e x h i b i t i n g . 
We are today i n the midst of a n o n p r o f i t boom, a time when the 
a c t i v i t i e s of t h i s sector are becoming ever more c r e a t i v e and 
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l . 

N o n p r o f i t s are uniquely able t o i d e n t i f y problems, mobilize f r e s h 
t h i n k i n g and energy, care f o r those i n need on a human scale, and 
promote s o c i a l change at the community l e v e l . As t h i s sector 
grows i n size and importance, there i s an ever greater 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o forge partnerships t h a t include Government, 
n o n p r o f i t groups, businesses, and c i t i z e n s t o address pressing 
p u b l i c problems. There are already many ways t h a t n o n p r o f i t s 
work c l o s e l y w i t h the Federal Government. For example. Federal 
grant programs from the National Science Foundation and the 
National I n s t i t u t e s of Health a s s i s t n o n - p r o f i t research 



i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t search f o r cures t o cancer. And the 
Corporation f o r National Service works w i t h n o n p r o f i t s throughout 
the Nation t o provide a f t e r - s c h o o l and t u t o r i n g programs. Our 
challenge i n t h i s time of burgeoning s o c i a l entrepreneurship i s 
t o encourage Government, n o n p r o f i t s , and others t o work together 
more meaningfully. 

Therefore, today I d i r e c t the Assistants t o the President f o r 
Domestic P o l i c y and Economic Po l i c y and the Chief of S t a f f t o the 
F i r s t Lady t o convene an Interagency Task Force on N o n p r o f i t s and 
Government ("Task Force"). The purpose of t h i s Task Force w i l l 
be t w o f o l d : f i r s t , t o i d e n t i f y current forms of c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
between the Federal Government and n o n p r o f i t s ; and second, t o 
evaluate ways t h i s c o l l a b o r a t i o n can be improved. 

S t r u c t u r e of the Task Force 

The A s s i s t a n t t o the President f o r Domestic Policy, the A s s i s t a n t 
t o the President f o r Economic Policy, and the A s s i s t a n t t o the 
President and Chief of S t a f f t o the F i r s t Lady w i l l j o i n t l y Chair 
the Task Force. The O f f i c e of the Vice President, the O f f i c e of 
Management and Budget, and the Council of Economic Advisers w i l l 
be r e g u l a r p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

The Task Force s h a l l be composed of the f o l l o w i n g members: 

(1) Secretary of the Treasury 
(2) Attorney General 
(3) Secretary of the I n t e r i o r 
(4) Secretary of A g r i c u l t u r e 
(5) Secretary of Commerce 
(6) Secretary of Labor 
(7) Secretary of Health and Human Services 
(8) Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
(9) Secretary of Transportation 

(10) Secretary of Education 
(11) A d m i n i s t r a t o r of the Small Business A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
(12) Chief Executive O f f i c e r of the Corporation f o r 

National and Community Service 

The Chairs of the Task Force may add such other o f f i c i a l s and 
independent agencies as they deem appropriate t o f u r t h e r the 
purposes of t h i s e f f o r t or t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n s p e c i f i c aspects of 
i t . The Chairs, a f t e r c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h Task Force members, w i l l 
appoint s t a f f members t o coordinate the Task Force's e f f o r t s . 
The Chairs may c a l l upon the p a r t i c i p a t i n g agencies f o r 
l o g i s t i c a l support t o the Task Force, as necessary. Members of 
the Task Force may delegate t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s under t h i s 
memorandum t o subordinates. During i t s work, the Task Force w i l l 
consult r e g u l a r l y w i t h the n o n p r o f i t sector. 



Objectives of the Task Force 

The Task Force w i l l : 

1. Develop a p u b l i c inventory of "best p r a c t i c e s " i n 
e x i s t i n g c o l l a b o r a t i o n s between Federal agency programs 
and n o n p r o f i t organizations. I n cooperation w i t h the 
n o n p r o f i t sector, the Task Force w i l l work t o apply 
these leading models t o other Government e f f o r t s . For 
example, cross-agency i n i t i a t i v e s t h a t r e f l e c t the 
community-wide focus of many n o n p r o f i t s could be 
h i g h l i g h t e d and r e p l i c a t e d . The Task Force w i l l also 
examine ways t h a t Federal agencies can b e t t e r draw upon 
the experience and innovations of n o n p r o f i t s i n the 
development of p u b l i c p o l i c y . 

2. Evaluate data and research trends on n o n p r o f i t s and 
phi l a n t h r o p y . Understanding the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between the n o n p r o f i t and Government 
sectors requires an understanding of the impact t h a t 
the n o n p r o f i t sector has on the economy and on p u b l i c 
p o l i c y . For example, the Council of Economic Advisers 
should undertake an analysis of e x i s t i n g data from the 
p r i v a t e and n o n p r o f i t sectors concerning the r o l e of 
ph i l a n t h r o p y i n our economy, i n c l u d i n g an examination 
of the f a c t o r s t h a t a f f e c t g i v i n g and an i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
of trends t h a t are l i k e l y t o a f f e c t f u t u r e g i v i n g . The 
Task Force w i l l also coordinate agency e f f o r t s t o 
i d e n t i f y the c o n t r i b u t i o n s made by the n o n p r o f i t sector 
and i n f o r m a t i o n regarding p h i l a n t h r o p i c a c t i v i t y . 

3. Develop f u r t h e r p o l i c y responses. The Task Force w i l l 
meet t o discuss new f i n d i n g s and t o consider new or 
modified A d m i n i s t r a t i o n p o l i c y responses. For example, 
the Task Force w i l l work w i t h the n o n - p r o f i t sector and 
others t o explore ways t o encourage p h i l a n t h r o p y and 
service, e f f o r t s t o help n o n p r o f i t s develop and grow 
( i n c l u d i n g "venture p h i l a n t h r o p y " ) , o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 
clo s e r c o l l a b o r a t i o n on research and i n meeting l o c a l 
needs, and ways t o reduce governmental b a r r i e r s t o 
innovativ e n o n p r o f i t e n t e r p r i s e s . 

From time t o time, the Task Force w i l l r e p o r t t o me on the 
r e s u l t s of i t s e f f o r t s . 

Genera] Provi s1ons 



This memorandum i s intended only f o r i n t e r n a l management of the 
executive branch. This memorandum i s not intended, and should 
not be construed, t o create any r i g h t , b e n e f i t , or t r u s t 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or 
e q u i t y by a p a r t y against the United States, i t s agencies, i t s 
o f f i c e r s , or i t s employees. This memorandum s h a l l not be 
construed t o create any r i g h t t o j u d i c i a l review i n v o l v i n g the 
compliance or noncompliance w i t h t h i s memorandum by the United 
States, i t s agencies, i t s o f f i c e r s , or any other person. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
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