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FOR INFORMATION: 

For recorded information, please call the 
Tnjman Library and Museum at (816)833-1225, 
toll free at (800) 853-1225 to verify dates and 
limes. For administrative offices or tour 
information, call (816) 833-1400. For more 
information on exfiibils and programs, please 
vis i r the Truman 1 i h r a r y ^ W p h QHP 

<lnnp://vvww.lbjlib.utexas^du/tTuman/> •̂ 

LOCATION: 

500 West U.S. Highway 24 
independence. Mo. 64050-1798 

ADMISSION: 

$5 adults 
$4.50 seniors 

$3 children ages 6-J 8 
Free for children under 6 

MUSEUM HOURS: 

9 a.m. lo 5 p.m. Monday - Saturday 
Open noon lo 5 p.m. on Sundays 

Extended hours until 9 p.m. on Thursdays 

Wc encourage you lo visit the Tniman Home, 
only a Jew blocks from the Library. Call /or 
in/orinulion iSl6] 254-9929. To learn more 

about other Independence historical attractions, 
please call loll-Jree (800) 748-7323. 
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Harry S. Truman Library & Museum http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/trum: 

Harry S. Truman 
Library & Museum 

LOVE LETTERS 
FHOM TMC PRCSIOCNT 

Visiting the 
.Museum 

Hours & 
Directions 

Programs &. 
Events 

Educational 
Programs 

Mews SL 
Features 

US Highway 24 & Delaware 
Independence. VIO 

64050-1798 
1-800-833-1225 or 

816-833-1400 
Fax: 816-833-4368 

librarv@truman.nara.20v 
Site last updated .Apr. 
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Library Institute 

Digital Photos 
& Documents 
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& resources 
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Recognition of Israel http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edU/truman/israel/index.h 

50th Anniversary of the creation of the 
State of Israel, 1948-1998 

The Truman Library is proud to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the creation of the State of Israel 
with the information contained in this web site. I f you have questions please send e-mail to the Truman 
Library at librarv(g>truman.nara.gov. 

Research ^ 
Finding aids(̂ cmmed documentŝ tad links to other 
sites or interest! 

Bibliography 
Gives a list of books for both adults and younger 
readers 

Project Whistlestop 
Studenjf research files^om the Truman Library 

Exhibits 
View the exhibits hall for photographs and artifacts 
from the Library's collection. 

Programs and calendar of events 
An overview of programs and events plaimed to 
commemorate the 50th aimiversary. 

Truman Library 
Will take you back to the Library's home page 

Historical Background and Chronology 
Will provide a chronological sequence of events 
leading to the recognition of Israel. 

The Truman Library 
US Highway 24 & Delaware 
Independence, MO 64050 

816-833-1400 
libra rvf5)truman.nara.gov 
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Historical Background and Chronology 
" Historical backgroimd 
• Chronology of events. 1930-1949 

In 1917 Chaim Weizmann, scientist, statesman, and Zionist, persuaded the British government to issue a 
statement favoring the establishment of a Jewish national home in Palestine. The statement which became 
known as the Balfour Declaration, was, in part, payment to the Jews for their support of the British against 
the Turks during World War L After the war, the League of Nations ratified the declaration and in 1922 
appointed Britain to rule in Palestine. 

This course of events caused Jews to be optimistic about the eventual establishment of a homeland. Their 
optimism inspired the immigration to Palestine of Jews fi:om many countries, particularly from Germany 
when Nazi persecution of Jews began. The arrival of many Jewish immigrants in the 1930s awakened Arab 
fears that Palestine would become a national homeland for Jews. By 1936 guerilla fighting had broken out 
between the Jews and Arabs. Unable to maintain peace, Britain issued a white paper in 1939 that restricted 
Jewish immigrafion uito Palestine. The Jews, feeling betrayed, bitterly opposed the policy and looked to 
the United States for support. 

While President Franklin D. Roosevelt appeared to be sympathetic to the Jewish cause, his assurances to 
the Arabs that the United States would not intervene without consulting both panies caused public 
uncertainty about his position. When President Harry S. Truman took office, he made clear that his 
sympathies were with the Jews and accepted the Balfour Declaration, explaining that it was in keeping with 
former President Woodrow Wilson's principle of "self determination." Truman initiated several studies of 
the Palestine situation that supported his belief that, as a result of the Holocaust, Jews were oppressed and 
also in need of a homeland. Throughout the Roosevelt and Truman administrations, the Departments of 
War and State, recognizing the possibility of a Soviet-Arab connection and the potential Arab restriction on 
Oil supplies to the United States, advised against U.S. intervention on behalf of the Jews. 

Britain and the United States, in a joint effort to examine the dilemma, established the "Anglo-American 
Committee of Inquuy." In April 1946, the committee submitted recommendations that Palestine not be 
dominated by either Arabs or Jews. It concluded that attempts to establish nationhood or independence 
would result in civil strife; that a trusteeship agreement aimed at bringing Jews and Arabs together should 
be established by the United Nations; that fiall Jewish immigration be allowed into Palestine; and that two 
autonomous states be established with a strong central government to control Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and 
the Negev, the southernmost section of Palestine. 

British, Arab, and Jewish reactions to the recommendations were not favorable. Jewish terrorism in 
Palestine antagonized the British, and by February 1947 Arab-Jewish communications had collapsed. 
Britain, anxious to rid itself of the problem, set the United Nations in motion, formally requesting on April 
2, 1947, that tlie U.N. General Assembly set up the Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP). This 
committee recommended that the British mandate over Palestine be ended and that the territory be 
partitioned into two states. Jewish reaction was mixed - some wanted control of all of Palestine; others 
realized that panition spelled hope for their dream of a homeland. The Arabs were not at all agreeable to 
the UNSCOP plan. In October the Arab League Coimcil directed the governments of its member states to 
move troops to the Palestine border. Meanwhile, President Truman instructed the State Department to 
support the U.N. plan, and. reluctantly, it did so. On November 29, 1947, the partition plan was passed hi 
the U.N. General Assembly. 
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UN Resolution 181. defined the outline of a settlement in Palestine creating both a Jewish and a Palestmian 
homeland. The 1947 UN Partition divided the area into three entities: a Jewish state, an Arab state, and an 
international zone around Jerusalem. 

At midnight on May 14, 1948, the Provisional Government of Israel proclaimed the new State of Israel. On 
that same date the United States, in the person of President Truman, recognized the provisional Jewish 
government as de facto authority of the new Jewish state (de jure recognition was extended on January 31). 
The U.S. delegates to the U.N. and top ranking State Department officials were angered that Truman 
released his recognifion statement to the press without notifying them first. On May 15, 1948, the Arab 
states issued their response statement and Arab armies invaded Israel and the first Arab-Israeli war began. 

Recognition of Israel Press Release 
Return to Israel page 
Return to Truman Library 
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50th Anniversary of the creation of the 
State of Israel, 1948-1998 

Torah Scroll 

On May 25, 1948, Israeli President 
Dr. Chaim Weizmann visited the 
White House and gave President 
Truman a Torah Scroll and blue velvet 
mantle embellished with the Star of 
David. The gift was a symbol of 
Israel's gratitude for American 
recognition of and support for the new 
nation. 

The Torah, or Scroll of the Laws, was 
prepared by hand by a modem scribe 
in accordance with Jewish tradition. It 
was originally prepared in honor of a 
Jewish Bar iVIitzvah in 1940, and it belonged to the Synagogue at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America in New York. 

During the Second World War the scroll was 
loaned to a chaplain of the North American 
Division of the Air Transpon Command, who 
used it in religious services throughout the North 
Atlantic from Iceland to Scotland. 

After the war the Torah was remmed to the 
Jewish Theological Seminary until it was 
presented to President Truman. 

• Israel exhibit hall: - Ark - Vienorah - Torah 
• Israel home page 
• Truman Library home page 
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The United States and the Recognition of 
^ Israel: A Chronology 

Compiled by Raymond H. Geselbracht from Harry S. Truman and the Founding of 
Israel (Westport, Connecticut. 1997) by Michael T. Benson ^ 

r 1939 I 1945 I 1946 | 1947 I 1948 | 1949 ] 

Updated January 29, 1998. 

May 17, 1939: British White Paper on Palestine 

May 25, 1939: Senator Harry S. Truman inserts in the Congressional Record strong 
criticism of the British White Paper on Palestine, saying it is a dishonorable repudiation by 
Britain of her obligations. 

August 24, 1945: Loy Henderson, director of the State Department's Near East Agency, 
writes to Secretary of State James Byrnes that the United States would lose its moral 
prestige in the Middle East if it supported Jewish aspirations in Palestine. 

August 24, 1945: The report of the Intergovemment Committee on Refugees, called the 
Harrison Report, is presented to President Truman. The report is very critical of the 
treatment by Allied forces of reftigees, particularly Jewish refugees, in Germany. 

August 31, 1945: President Truman writes British Prime Minister Clement Attlee, citing 
the Harrison Report and urging Attlee to allow a reasonable number of Europe's Jews to 
emigrate to Palestine. 

October 22, 1945: Senators Robert Wagner of New York and Robert Taft of Ohio 
introduce a resolution expressing support for a Jewish state in Palestine. 

November 13, 1945: The British government announces the formation of an 
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry to investigate Britain's handling of the Palestine 
situation. The committee begins work on January 4, 1946. 

November 29, 1945: At a press conference. President Truman expresses opposition to the 
Taft-Wagner resolution. He says he wants to await and consider the report of the 
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. 

April 20, 1946: The Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry submits its report, which 
recommends that Britain immediately authorize the admission of 100,000 Jews into 
Palestine. 

May 8, 1946: President Truman writes to Prime Minister Attlee, citing the report of the 
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Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, and expressing the hope that Britain would begin 
lifting the barriers to Jewish immigration to Palestine. 

June 21, 1946: A Joint Chiefs of Staff memorandum to the State-War-Navy Coordinating 
Committee warns that if the United States uses armed force to support the implementation 
of the recommendations of the report of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, the 
Soviet Union might be able to increase its power and influence in the Middle East, and 
United States access to Middle East oil could be jeopardized. 

September 24, 1946: Counsel to the President Clark Clifford writes to the President to 
warn that the Soviet Union wishes to achieve complete economic, military and political 
domination in the Middle East. Toward this end, Clifford argues, they will encourage the 
emigration of Jews from Europe into Palestine and at the same time denounce British and 
American policies toward Palestine and inflame the Arabs against these policies. 

October 4, 1946: On the eve of Yom Kippur, President Truman issues a statement 
indicating United States support for the creation of a "viable Jewish state." 

October 23, 1946: Loy Henderson, director of the State Department's Near East Agency, 
warns that the immigration of Jewish Communists into Palestine will increase Soviet 
influence there. 

October 28, 1946: President Truman writes to King Saud of Saudi Arabia, informing the 
king that he believes "that a national home for the Jewish people should be established in 
Palestine." 

1947-48: The White House receives 48,600 telegrams, 790,575 cards, and 81,200 other 
pieces of mail on the subject of Palestine. 

February 14, 1947: The British government announces that it is referring the problem of 
the fiiture of Palestine to the United Nations. 

February [ ] , 1947: The British government announces that it will terminate its mandate for 
Palestine on [ ]. 

April 2, 1947: The British Government submits to the General Assembly of the United 
Nations an account of its administration of Palestine under the League of Nations mandate, 
and asks the General Assembly to make recommendations regarding the ftimre government 
of Palestine. 

May 13, 1947: The United Nations General Assembly appoints an eleven nation Special 
Committee on Palestine to study the Palestine problem and report by September 1947. 
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August 31, 1947: The United Nations Special Committee on Palestine issues its report, 
which recommends unanimously (all 11 member states voting in favor) that Great Britain 
terminate their mandate for Palestine and grant it independence at the earliest possible 
date; and which also recommends by majority vote (7 of the member nations voting in 
favor) that Palestine be partitioned into Jewish and Arab states. 

September 17, 1947: Secretary of State George Marshall, in an address to the United 
Nations, indicates that the United States is reluctant to endorse the partition of Palestine. 

September 22, 1947: Loy Henderson, director the State Department's Near East Agency, 
addresses a memorandum to Secretary of State George Marshall in which he argues against 
United States' advocacy of the United Nations proposal to partition Palestine. 

October 10, 1947: The Joint Chiefs of Staff argue in a memorandum entitled "The Problem 
of Palestine" that the partition of Palestine into Jewish and Arab states would enable the 
Soviet Union to replace the United States and Great Britain in the region and would 
endanger United States access to Middle East oil. 

October 11, 1947: Herschel Johnson, United States deputy representative on the United 
Nations Security Council, announces United States support for the panition plan of the 
United Nations Special Committee on Palestine. 

October 17, 1947: President Truman writes to Senator Claude Pepper: " I received about 
35,000 pieces of mail and propaganda from the Jews in this country while this matter [the 
issue of the partition of Palestine, which was being considered by the United Nations 
Special Committee on Palestine from May 13, 1947 to August 31, 1947] was pending. I 
put it all in a pile and struck a match to it - I never looked at a single one of the letters 
because I felt the United Nations Committee [United Nations Special Committee on 
Palestine] was acting in a judicial capacity and should not be interfered with." 

Ca. November 1947: A subcommittee of the United Nations Special Committee on 
Palestine establishes a timetable for British withdrawal from Palestine. 

November 19, 1947: Chaim Weizmann meets with President Truman and argues that the 
Negev region has great importance to the future Jewish state. 

November 24, 1947: Secretary of State George Marshall writes to Under Secretary of State 
Robert Lovett to inform him that British Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin had told him that 
British intelligence indicated that Jewish groups moving illegally from the Balkan states to 
Palestine included many Communists. 

November 29, 1947: The United Nations General Assembly approves the panition plan for 
Palestine put forward by the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine. The 1947 UN 
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Partition divided the area into three entities: a Jewish state, an Arab state, and an 
international zone around Jerusalem. 

December 2, 1947: President Truman writes to former Secretary of the Treasury Henry 
Morgenthau, Jr., encouraging him to tell his Jewish friends that it is time for restraint and 
caution. "The vote in the U.N.," Truman wrote, "is only the beginning and the Jews must 
now display tolerance and consideration for the other people in Palestine with whom they 
will necessarily have to be neighbors." 

December 5, 1947: Secretary of State George Marshall announces that the State 
Department is imposing an embargo on all shipments of arms to the Middle East. 

December 12, 1947: President Truman writes to Chaim Weizmann, president of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine and the World Zionist Organization, that it is essential that restraint 
and tolerance be exercised by all panies if a peaceful settlement is to be reached in the 
Middle East. 

February 4, 1948: Chaim Wiezmann, president of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and the 
World Zionist Organization, arrives in New York. 

February 12, 1948: Secretary of Defense James Forrestai says at a meeting of the National 
Security Council that any serious attempt to implement partition in Palestine would set in 
motion events that would result in at least a partial mobilization of United States armed 
forces. 

February 19, 1948: Secretary of State George Marshall says at a press conference, when 
asked if the United States would continue to support partition, that the "whole Palestine 
thing," was under "constant consideration." 

February 21, 1948: Eddie Jacobson. a longtime and close personal friend of President 
Truman, sends atelegram to Truman, asking him to meet with Chaim Weizmarm, the 
president of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and the World Zionist Organization. 

February 22, 1948: President Truman instructs Secretary of State George Marshall that 
while he approves in principle a draft prepared by the State Department of a position paper 
which mentions as a possible contingency a United Nations trusteeship for Palestine, he 
does not want anything presented to the United Nations Security Council that could be 
interpreted as a change from the position in favor of partition that the United States 
announced in the General Assembly on November 29, 1947. He ftirther instructs Marshall 
to send him for review the final draft of the remarks that Warren Austin, the United States 
representative to the United Nations, is to give before the Security Council on March 19, 
1948. 
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February 27, 1948: President Truman writes to his friend Eddie Jacobson, refusing to meet 
with Chaim Weizmann, the president of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and the World 
Zionist Organization. 

March 8, 1948: Counsel to the President Clark Clifford writes to President Truman, in a 
memorandum entitled "United States Policy with Regard to Palestine," that Truman's 
actions in support of partition are "in complete conformity with the settled policy of the 
United States." 

March 9, 1948: Secretary of State George Marshall instructs Wanen Austin, United States 
representative to the United Nations, that if a United Nations special assembly on Palestine 
were convened, the United States would support a United Nations trusteeship for Palestine. 

March 12, 1948: The United Nations Special Committee on Palestine reports that "present 
indications point to the inescapable conclusion that when the [British] mandate is 
terminated, Palestine is likely to suffer severely from administrative chaos and widespread 
strife and bloodshed." 

March 13, 1948: President Truman's friend Eddie Jacobson walks into the White House 
without an appointment and pleads with Truman to meet with Chaim Weizmann, the 
president of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and the World Zionist Organization. Truman 
responds: "You win, you baldheaded son-of-a-bitch. I will see him." 

March 18, 1948: President Truman meets with Chaim Weizmann, the president of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine and the World Zionist Organization. Truman says he wishes 
to see justice done in Palestine without bloodshed, and that if the Jewish state were 
declared and the United Nations remained stalled in its attempt to establish a temporary 
trusteeship over Palestine, the United States would recognize the new state immediately. 

March 18, 1948: The United Nations Special Commission on Palestine reports to the 
United Nations Security Council that it has failed to anange any compromise between 
Jews and Arabs, and it recommends that the United Nations undertake a temporary 
trusteeship for Palestine in order to restore peace. 

March 19, 1948: United States representative to the United Nations Wanen Austin 
announces to the United Nations Security Council that the United States position is that the 
partition of Palestine is no longer a viable option. 

March 20, 1948: Secretary of State George Marshall announces that the United States will 
seek to work within the United Nations to bring a peaceftil settlement to Palestine, and that 
the proposal for a temporary United Nations trusteeship for Palestine is the only idea 
presently being considered that will allow the United Nations to address the difficult 
situation in Palestine. 

04/15/98 16:54 



The'United Sjates and the Recognition of Israel: A Chronology http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edU/truman/israel/paIestin.h 

March 21, 1948: President Truman writes in his diary regarding the conftision caused by 
the State Department's handling of the trusteeship issue: " I spend the day trying to right 
what has happened. No luck. Marshall makes a statement. Doesn't help a bit." 

March 21, 1948: President Truman writes to his sister Mary Jane Truman that the "striped 
pants conspirators" in the State Department had "completely balled up the Palestine 
situation." But, he writes, "it may work out anyway in spite of them." 

March 22, 1948: President Truman writes to his brother Vivian Truman regarding 
Palestine: " I think the proper thing to do, and the thing I have been doing, is to do what I 
think is right and let them all go to hell." 

March 25, 1948: President Truman says at a press conference that a United Nations 
trusteeship for Palestine would be only a temporary measure, intended to establish the 
peaceful conditions that would be the essential foundation for a final political settlement. 
He says that trusteeship is not a substitute for partition. 

April 11, 1948: President Truman's friend Eddie Jacobson enters the White House 
unnoticed by the East Gate and meets with Truman. Jacobson recorded of this meeting: 
"He reaffirmed, very strongly, the promises he had made to Dr. Weizmann and to me; and 
he gave me permission to tell Dr. Weizmann so, which I did. It was at this meeting that I 
also discussed with the President the vital matter of recognizing the new state, and to this 
he agreed with a whole heart." 

May 12, 1948: President Truman meets in the Oval Office with Secretary of State George 
Marshall, Under Secretary of State Robert Lovett, Counsel to the President Clark Clifford 
and several others to discuss the Palestine situation. Clifford argues in favor of recognizing 
the new Jewish state in accordance with the United Nations resolution of November 29, 
1947. Marshall opposes Clifford's arguments, and contends they are based on domestic 
political considerations. He says that if Truman follows Clifford's advice and recognizers 
the Jewish state, then he (Marshall) would vote against Truman in the election. Truman 
does not clearly state his views in the meeting. 

May 12, 13, and 14, 1948: Counsel to the President Clark Clifford and Under Secretary of 
State Robert Lovett discuss the different views held in the White House and the State 
Department regarding whether the United States should recognize the Jewish state. Lovett 
reports to Clifford on May 14 that Marshall will neither support nor oppose Truman's plan 
to recognize the Jewish state, that he will stay out of the entire matter. 

May 13, 1948: Chaim Weizmann. president of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and the 
World Zionist Organization, writes to President Truman: " I deeply hope that the United 
States, which under your leadership has done so much to find a just solution [to the 
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Palestine situation], will promptly recognize the Provisional Government of the new 
Jewish state. The worid, I think, would regard it as especially appropriate that the greatest 
living democracy should be the first to welcome the newest into the family of nations." 

May 14, 1948, late morning eastern standard time (late afternoon in Palestine): David 
Ben-Gurion, Israel's first prime minister, reads a "Declaration of Independence," which 
proclaims the existence of a Jewish state called Israel beginning on May 15, 1948, at 12:00 
midnight Palestine time (6:00 p.m.. May 14, 1948,eastem standard time). 

May 14, 1948, 6 p.m. eastern standard time (12:00 midnight in Palestine): The Brifish 
mandate for Palestine expires, and the state of Israel comes into being. 

May 14, 1948, 6:11 p.m. eastern standard time: The United States recognizes Israel on a de 
facto basis. The White House issues the following statement: "This Government has been 
informed that a Jewish state has been proclaimed in Palestine, and recognition has been 
requested by the provisional government thereof The United States recognizes the 
provisional government as the de facto authority of the State of Israel." To see a color copv 
of this document click here. 

May i4, 1948, shortly after 6:11 p.m. eastern standard fime: United States representative to 
the United Nations Warren Austin leaves his office at the United Nations and goes home. 
Secretary of State Marshall sends a State Department official to the United Nations to 
prevent the entire United States delegation from resigning. 

May 15, 1948: On May 15, 1948, the Arab states issued their response statement and 
Egvpt. Syria. Jordan. Lebanon and Iraq attack Israel. 

January 25, 1949: A permanent government takes office in Israel following popular 
elections. 

January 31, 1949: The United States recognizes Israel on a de lure basis. 

February 24 to July 20, 1949: Israel signs armistice agreements with Egypt, Lebanon, 
Jordan and Syria. 

Compiled by Raymond H. Geselbracht from Harry S. Truman and the Founding of Israel (Westport, Connecticut, 1997) by 
Michael T. Benson 

* Return to Israel paire 
" Return to historical backuround 
* Return to Truman L.ihrarv Home Page 
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Israel at 50 
Truman library Web site details 
1948 birth of Jewish state 

JUDAISM.com 

B| Mlclml A. Letrna 
Siaff Writer 

On May 14, 1948, President Harry 
S. Truman was the first world leader 
to officially recognize the state of Is­
rael. His recognition lent great credi­
bility to the newly created state 
amidst international controversy 
over its founding. To celebrate Is­
rael's 50th anniversary, the Harry S. 
Truman Library in Independence, 
Mo., created a special commemora­
tive Web • site, 
http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/tru-
man/israel/index.htni, where people 
can learn about the important role 
the United States played in the world 
recognition of Israel as an indepen­
dent nation. The site offers a wealth 
of information on the creation of Is­
rael, including "Project Whistlestop," 
which contains a collection of Tru­
man's archival papers from his ser­
vice as a U.S. senator, vice president 
and president. The page also contains 
official White House memos and let­

ters regarding 
the creation of 
a Jewish state 

from Truman while in office and af­
ter his term as president. In addition, 
the "Project Whistlestop" site dis­
plays maps and documents from Sec­
retary of State Dean Acheson, Special 
Counsel (and former Missourian) 
Clark Clifford, Truman's clofee friend, 
KC's own Eddie Jacobson (see "Tru­
man and Jacobson" in this week's 
special souvenir 
edition), the presi­
dent's personal sec-

i retary and other 
I high-ranking U.S. 
officials. 

An additional 
page of special note 

lis the collection of 
'artifacts relating to 
: Israel and Truman. 
iThe artifacts are 
currently on dis­
play at the Skirball 
Museum in Los An-
Igeles, but they will 
return to the Truman Museum .. 
April for the Israel anniversary ex 
hibit "1948: A Year of Turmoil and 
Trouble." 

Two other significant pages I 
i found include an Israel events histor­
ical time line from 1939-1949 and a 
bibliography of relevant books, Great 
stuff! 

The Truman site has r.n abundance 
of information on both Truman and 
Israel and offers the viewer a surplus 
of reference materials to choose from 

all this, and it's very easy to navi-
jgate. Not too many bells and whistles, 
just the important information you 
want in a clear, concise manner. 

For tnore information on the HST 
Library Web site call Mark Adams, 
HST Libraty education programs co­
ordinator, at 833-1400. 

COME TOGETHER - Finally, after 
many centuries, hundreds of thou-
isand of Jews around the world are re-
lunited for a common cause: Jewish 
Web/Net Week featured at 
http:wwwjww.org. The event official-

The Harry S.Truman Library In Inde­
pendence, Mo., shown here, has es­
tablished a Web site contains hun­
dreds of documents pertaining to the 
creation of Israel. 

ly powered up on Sunday, Feb. 22, 
with programming supported on 
eight main sites; the Jewish COMMu-
nity on America Online (Keyword; 
JEWISH), the Jewish Education Ser­
vice of North America - JESNA at 
wwwjesna.org, the Jewish Communi­
cation Network - JCN at 
www.JCN18.com, Virtual Jerusalem 
- VJ at www.virtuaI.co.il, Shamash at 
www.shama8h.org, JewishNet at 
wwwjewishnet.org, Jewish Family 
and Life at www.Jewishfamily.com 
and of course on the Jewish Web/Net 
Week home page. As of Chromcie 
press time, the JW/NW site listed 
seven different live programming 
channels to choose from including 

Radio JW/NW, 
which hosts six 
more channels of 
streamline audio 
to Use as back­
ground music as 
you surf through 
the site! 

A great collec­
tion of activities 
fof young and old. 
Congratulations 
to the entire 
JW/NW crew for 
pulling off a mon­
umental on-line 

in convention about Judaism! 

MORE FREE STUFF - The Jewish 
Communication Networic at 
http://wwwjcnl8.com has just an­
nounced the addition of 
Jewishmail.com, free Internet-ba.sed 
e-mail (I assume you can still use it, 
even if you're not Jewish). Just go to 
JCN's home page or directly to 
httt)://www.Jewl8nmail.com for your 
own free, personalized e-mail ac­
count. 

NEXT TIME in JUDAISM.com -
The many educational and exciting 
facets of Jewishfamily.com and all of 
their "family" of sites. 

Let us know what you think. Have 
you seen an interesting Judaic web 
site or software package? E-mail us 
at KCJCHRON@aol.com, subject: 
JUDAlSM.com, We mdy include your 
comments or suggestions in a future 
column! 
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Diplomat 
honors 
decree of 
Truman 
Rect^itkNi of Israel 
a bold decision, says 
former U.N. official. 

By RUSS PULLEY 
SlaK Wiiter 

When Harry S. Truman decided 
to recognize Israel against the ad­
vice of his closest advisers, he 
made a decision that 50 years later 
would result in a secure and suc­
cessful nation, said Abba Eban, a 
former U.N. ambassador who 
spoke Sunday in Independence. 

Israel is now home to more than 
5 million Jews, 
with an econo­
my equal to 
France's or 
Germany's or 
Italy's. And It is 
thoroughly in­
tegrated into 
the internation­
al community, 
he said. 

Eban, S3, is 
considered a 
legendary figure in the birth of 
modem Israel. He was its first am­
bassador to the United Nations 
and its second ambassador to the 
United States. 

Eban was invited to speak by the 
Harry S. Truman Library Institute 
and the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Kansas City to mark today "s 
opening of a new exhibit, "1948: 
Year of Tiirmoil and Triumph," at 
the Harry S. Truman Library. 

He spoke about Truman's legacv 
at Ihe RLDS Temple. The temple, 
which scats about 1.600, was near­
ly fuU. 

Truman's directive that the Unit­
ed States would recognize the cre­
ation of Israel came 11 minutes 
after the U.N. General Assembly 
vote for partition, Eban said. 

"It gave Israel a sense of accom­
paniment in its struggle," Eban 
said. Soon after, he added, an "epi­
demic " of recognition followed. 

Truman's decision, Eban said, il­
lustrated the president's oft-quot­
ed maxim. "The buck stops here." 

"That was Truman at his best," 
Eban said. "It was a wonderfully 
lonely decision." 

Eban also honored Truman's 
leadership in the creation of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza­
tion, which proved to be one of the 
most significant of the president s 
difficult decisions. 

"This has proved through the 
years to have held the world to-
nether." Eban said. 

Eban 
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Diplomat sees new hope for Mideast 
Former ambassador 
to speak on Truman's 
support for Israel. 
M 

By MARTIN ROSENBERG 
stall VVnter 

Israelis and Palestinians in just a 
Jbw years will agree on peace, and 
ĥe Mideast will flower once they 

J: That is the upbeat view of veter­
an Israeli diplomat Abba Eban, 
Vi'ho looks past the many obstacles 
and hostility separating Arabs and 
Israelis. 
'] "Arab states have no alternative, 
just as the Irish people have no al­
ternative," Eban said in a tele­
phone interview. 

When peace arrives, the Mideast 
will have a 'period of dynamic ex­
pansion," Eban said. 

Eban will speak Sunday in the 
Kansas City area as part of a com-
munitywide celebration this-spring 
of the 50th anniversary of the 
birth of Israel. At a previous ap­
pearance in 1956, Eban was intro­
duced by former President Harry 
S. Truman. 

Eban will deliver a 7 p.m. address 
at the RLDS Temple in Indepen­
dence, focusing on the role that 
Truman played in supporting cre­
ation of the Jewish state. All 1,500 
free tickets have been taken for the 
event, sponsored by the Harry S. 
iruraan Library Institute and the 
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Kansas City. 

Eban, 83. lias served at Israel's 
ambassador to the United Nations 
and to the United States, and as Is­
rael's foreign minister. 
;• In some of the military crises 
that rocked the Mideast during 
Eban's diplomatic watch, he fre­
quently was on U.S. television to 
explain Israeli's position in a man­
ner that was widely regarded as ar­
ticulate and compelling. 

Eban. who has known every 
president since Truman, thinks 
Truman was the most steadfast in 
supporting Israel. Truman had 
great compassion for the Jews after 
the Holocaust. Eban said. 

Resisting the advice of key for­
eign policy advisers. Truman was 
firm in supporting the United Na­
tions' creation of Israel in May 
1948. Truman also led the United 
States to otficially recognize Israel 
within minutes of its creation. 

" I duii'l know of .my president 
who would have laken as coura­
geous a stand." Eban said. "He 
was a man accustomed to very 
prompt and decisive action. He 
had a feeling of great compa.ssion 
toward the Jews based upon the 
deep impression made on him of 
the Holocaust." 

.Although Truman did not visit 
the concentration camps, he sent 
aides to do so and report back to 
him, Eban said. 

At Isriiel's creation. Eban never 
imagined the nation would grow as 

The Associaled Press 

Abba Eban (center), Israel's ambassador to the United Nations and 
the United States, met in 1951 with President Truman and Israeli 
Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion. 

strong as quickly as it did, reaching 
a population of more than 5.7 mil­
lion. 

Israel's success, he said, was a di­
rect result of Israelis' sacrifice and 
hard work, and the support re­
ceived from Jewish communities 
around the world. Jews immigrated 
to Israel from around the world, 
and others supported the country 
with donations. 

Now, Eban places Israel with 
Singapore, South Korea and Tai­
wan as examples of small countries 
that evolved into economic power­
houses through hard work and 
commitment to education. 

"The message to the rest of the 
world is: Small countries some­
times matter," Eban said. 

Small countries also can face se­
rious enemies. 

"The most serious threat facing 
Israel arises from nuclear arma­
ments in Iran and Iraq, " Eban 
said. He supports U.S. efforts to 
curb nuclear proliferation, particu­
larly in the Mideast. 

"Nobody except the United 
States can exercise inlluence to 
keep Iraq and Iran from develop­
ing and utilizing atomic weapons.' 
Eban said. 

As for internal threats in Israel. 
Eban said recent divisions between 
ultra-orthodox and secular Israelis 
over issues such as Sabbath obser­
vance are "very deplorable." .Also, 
the divisions between some ortho­
dox Jews and Jewish communities 
outside Israel over issues such as 
standards for conversion are re­
grettable, he said. 

"1 deplore that very much." Eban 
said. "Jews all over the world 
should respect each other's spiritu­
al beliefs." 

Turning to Israeli politics. Eban 
faulted Prime .Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu for not being respon­
sive to recent .American proposals 
that Israel further wiiluiraw from 

occupied lands and limit expansion 
of Israeli settlements on the West 
Bank. 

" I am not an admirer of him," 
Eban said of Netanyahu, a mem­
ber of the Likud party. Eban is a 
longtime member of the rival 
Labor party.. 

If Israel would embrace the 
American proposals, it would gain 
greater flexibility, he said. 

" I f accepted, Israel would liber­
ate its energies for more construc­
tive action," Eban said. 

Meanwhile, any final peace set­
tlement between Israel and the 
Palestinians will leave Jerusalem 
undivided under Israeli sovereign­
ly, Eban predicted. The worid 
never objected when Jerusalem was 
under the Ottomans or the British, 
Eban said, implying there are no 
grounds to now object to Israeli 
control. . 

Also, Beriin and Belfast, North-
em Ireland, have demonstrated that 
divided cities do not work well. 

"Divided cities are a problem," 
he said. "United cities are not a 
problem. Let us not Belfastize 
Jerusalem." 

Eban's view of Yasser Arafat? 
"He's a difficult partner, but he is 

the only viable partner Israel has," 
Eban said. 
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Top Israeli ivenieihbers 
Truman's iictlr^ 

in 

By Frank McCleary' 
The Examiner 

W i t h t h e 
stroke of a pen 
nearly 50 years 
ago. President 
Harry S. Tru­
man ignored 
nearly all of his 
advisers, and 
the U n i t e d 
States recog­
nized the newly 
formed state of 
Israel. Eban 

At 6:11 p.m., May 14, 
Washington, D.C, (12:'ll a.m., 
May 15, in Israel) the White House 
released the brief'statement that 
read: "This Government has been 
informed that a Jewish state has 
been proclaimed in Palestine, and 
recognition has been requested 
by the provisional government 
thereof 

"The United States recognizes 
the provisional government as 
the de facto authority of the new 
state of Israel." 

The recognition came only 
hours after David Ben-Gurion, Is­
rael's first prime minister, read a 
"Declaration of Independence" 
declaring Israel's existence be­
ginning on May 15. 

But it was Truman's actions 
that stunned his bym advisers,.' 
iind shocked and pleased Jews ar­
ound the world. 

"This had the most dramatic re­

percussion imaginable,"' .said 
Abba Eban, Israel's first ambassa­
dor to the United Nations. "The 
effect was electrical. It was also 
unexpected." - •• . 

Eban will speak at 7 p.rhiSiin-
day, ,at the RLDS Auditorium, 
1001 W. Walnut St, in Indepen-' 
dence. The event is co-sporisorcd 
by the Harry S. Truman Library 
Institute and the Jewish Federa­
tion of Greater Kansas City..it is 
free Shd open to the public;. But 
tickets are required. For free j ^ k -
ets, c&ll 833^400, ext. 254; 

The event fg also being helB in 
connection With the Truman Li­
brary's latestfexhibit, "1948: Year 
of Turmoil and Triumph," which 
opens Monday. 

Truman'had expressed his sup­
port for a Jewish homeland, even 
as a U.S. senator. As David McCul-
lough writes in his biography of ; 
Truman, "Like the great m^oritjr 
of Americans, he wanted to do 
what was right for the hundreds 
of thousands of European Jews, 
survivors of thfe Holocaust,' who 
had suffered such unimaginable; 
horrors. .His sympathy for them 
was heartfelt and deep-seated." 

In 1947, Truman told State De- • 
partment officials to support a: 
U.N. plan to create Jewish and 
'Palestiniah homelandsih Pales­
tine. Qn Nov. 29, the United Na­
tions approved: the plan, which 
created M 'jevwsh siaici An Arab 
state; artd. an intdmatiohal zohe 
irquhd Jerusalem, . 

*It was received 
with the utmost en­
thusiasm. It be­
came impossible to 
question that Tsrael 
was legitimately a 
state.' 
• i n . ABBA EBAN 
IstiePs first ambassador to the UnRed Na­
tions of Truman's decision to hfifhediately 
recognize Israel once it declared Its 
Independence 

a Still, said Eban, who in 1949 be­
came permanent representative 
to the United Nations and was Is­
rael's ambassdaor to the United 
States from 1950 to 1959, few of 
Truman's advisers supported rec­
ognizing the Jewish state. 

Clark Clifford, counsel to the 
president, was one of the few who 
did. But Secretary of State George 
Marshall did not. In fact, he told 
Truman at a meeting only two 
days before Truman recognized 
the hew Israeli state that he 
would vote against Truman for 
president in the 1948 election. 

"Nevertheless, (Trumari) went 
ahead," Ebari said. "What Truman 

, had done with one stroke of the 
Please see EBAKl, Page 7A 



President Truman meets with Israel's prime minister, David Ben-Gurlon, right, 
and Abba Eban, standing. In this 1951 photo. Ben-Gurlon and Eban presented 

Photo coutlesy Harry S. Truman Library & Museum 

Truman with a MenOrah as a token of esteem lor Truman'a recognition of the 
state ol Israel In May 1948. 

Ehan: To speak in Independence 
From Page lA 
pen was counter to what the De­
partment of State was pursuing." , 

Eban said many U.S. officials 
believed that the new state would 
be overrun by neighborning Arab 
nations, which had already ex­
pressed strong opposition to the 
establishment of the Jewish state, 
and the United States would be 
drawn Into protecting Israel. 

At that time, Israel did not have 
the weaponry, or even the popula­
tion, compared with neighboring 
Arab states, to defend itself, Eban 

said, Israel's population was ab­
out 650,000; Arab nations had 

' nearly 1,5 million residents, he 
' said, •. • , • ;• 

Fears of an Arab attack were 
proved correct. When later on May. 

. 16 Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon 
and Iraq attacked Israel, . 

The impact of Truman's Action : 
Was tremendous, Ebah Said. 

"It was received with the ut­
most enthusiasm," he said. "It be­
came Impossible to question that 
Israel was legitimately a state." 

"It was about the most influen-

tirtl action any president has ta­
ken on the Middle East." 

: The action was also surprising, 
he said, becau&e only a few weeks 
earlier - the United States had 
been trying to aVoid recognizing 
Israel. . ' • 

The effects llngef today, 60 
years liter, Eban said. -1 

"No one questions that tsrkel Is 
a Biiifi," he said, "People do ques­
tion that the Palestinians are a 
state." 

Israel, Eban points out, has 
grown to become the leading reg­
ional power in the Middle East, It 

has a population of about 5.5 mil­
lion Jews and a military far larger 
than surroundihg nations. 

"The investment that Presi­
dent Truman made in Israel has. 
been a successful one," he said. 

Truman's action, said Eban, 
showed he was willing to do what 
he felt was right, and not neces­
sarily what was popular among 
his staff . 

"It was an act of courage and an 
act of defiance," he said. "He 
showed, not for the first time, his 
determination to swim against 
the tide." 
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A 20th century success 
Rebirth of Israel owed much to Truman 

By Frank McCleary 
The Examiner 

Fifty years after its establishment as a state, Israel 
is "a success story," said Abba Eban, former 
Israeli ambaassador to the United Nations. 

Eban honored Harry Truman's role in 
recognizing the newly established state in 1948 at 
a speech to about 1,300 people Sunday night at 
the RLDS Sanctuary. The speech was sponsored 
by the Harry S. Truman Library Institute and the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City. 

Israel was established as a state at midnight. May 
15, 1948. At 6:11 p.m., May 14(12:11 a.m.. May 
15, in Israel) the White House released a 
statement, signed by Truman, recognizing the 
newly established state. The United States was 
the first country to do so. 

Regular Features 

Specialty sections 

Former Israeli ambassador 
to the United Nations 
Abba Eban listens to taped 
remarks about him by 
Harry S. Truman during 
Eban's presenation in 
Independence Sunday 
night. 

Examiner Photo 

"It is impossible to exaggerate the importance of that action," Eban said. 

Truman understood and appreciated the pilgrimage of the Jews to Israel, he 
said. Truman had a passion invested in Israel. 

"It explains why it is a success today," he said. 

That decision inspired Jews around the world, he said. It allowed the newly 
formed country to become a part of international associations. 

Though Israel is a regional power today, that was not the case in 1948, he 
said. 

of3 4/21/98 12:02 PM 
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"What Israel was concerned with at the beginning... was survival," he said. 
"Nothing but survival." 

Truman made the decision despite the fact almost none of his advisers 
agreed with recognizing Israel, Eban said, including Secretary of State 
George Marshall. 

Eban said the decision was symbolic of one of Truman's favoritie 

sayings, "The buck stops here." 

"(He) tmderstood there has to be one man who makes the decision, and that 
is the President of the United States." 

U.S. recognition of Israel also created "a contagion, an epidemic of new 
recognitions," he said. 

Not long after the U.S. action was announced on the floor of the United 
Nations, other countries recognized Israel. 

At the conclusion of his speech, Eban took questions firom the audience. 
When asked what he would tell Truman today about Israel, Eban said. " I 
would tell him only one thing: 'Israel is a success story.'" 

Eban, 83, noted that Israel's population is now more than 5million, it has a 
powerfiil military, and its economy is on the same level as those of several 
European nations, 

Eban also spoke briefly about current events in Israel. He said he would like 
to see a more active peace process in Israel. He said he spoke in favor of a 
plan presented by U.S. Secretary of State Madeline Albright, but the Israeli 
government did not give it much consideration. 

Israel should establish "firm" relations with neighboring countries, he said. 
It had good relations with countries in North Afiica and some in the Persian 
Gulf, but those have deteriorated. 

"Since the last Israel election not enough has been done to maintain those 
relarions," he said. 

He also expressed concern over divisions in the Israeli government. 

"You cannot have a divided (government) and a united Israel," he said. 

You can e-mail comments about this story or any story to the NewsRoom 

Home I News | Sports | Business | Stock Quotes | Yellow Patzes | Food | 
Weather | Kids | Classifieds | Opinion | Feauires | Photo | Examiner.Net 
and Royals | Examiner.Net and ChieFsll997 Wood Bat Tournament | AP 

Wire I Santa-Cali-Gon Days Festival I Calendar | Make A Difference | 
Life & Times I Local I About LJs I Obituaries I Government I Feedback 

2 of 3 4/21/98 12:02 PM 



The Exjiminer-News: A 20th century success 04/20/98 http://www.examiner.net/stories/042098/new_eban.shtml 

A l l Contents 'SCopvright The Examiner 
Comments or questions? Contact the Web Administrator at Examiner.Net, 

3 of 3 4/21/98 12:02 PM 



THE KANSAS CITY JEWISH CHRONICLE 

Founding father 
Abba Eban to speak here about Truman's impact 

April 10, 1998 - Page 3 

By Rick Hellman 
.MLiriMginy Editor 

Abba Eban stands alone. He's virtually the last of 
the generation of top Zionist leaders who were pre­
sent at the birth of the Jewish state in 1948. 

And he's coming to the Kansas City area next 
weekend to give a speech reflecting on the impact 
of a decision by .Missouri's favorite son, President 
Hari-^' S. Truman, to recognize the fledgling state of 
Israel. (See box at right for details.) 

"It had the most momentous effect that anybody 
can conceive," Eban said this week in tones that can 
only be described as mellifluous, even via telephone 
from New York City. 

"It projected Israel into the forefront of legitima­
cy. It gave Israel legitimacy from the first 15 min­
utes of its establishment," he continued. "It thereby 
refuted the Arab argument that Israel had no right 
to exist. And, all in all, it was one of the most mo­
mentous events that took place in that momentous 
year. It's very hard to exaggerate the importance of 
it." 

In the weeks leading up to Israel's declaration of 
mdependence on May 15, 1948, Eban said, "The 
pre-state leadership was in very great confusion be­
cause, apart from the former leader, Chaim Weiz­
mann, nobody knew that the negotiations (with Tru­
man) were being held at all. They were secret nego­
tiations in every sense of the word. 

"But there had been established between Presi­
dent Truman and Dr Chaim Weizmann - who was, 
strangely enough, the former leader of the Zionist 
movement, not even the active leader at the time -
there had developed a trust that transcended all 
other obligations." 

Eban said that, apart from Clark Clifford at the 

In this 1951 photo, Israel's Ambassador to the Unit­
ed States Abba Eban (center) looks on while Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion (right) presents a meno-
rah to President Harry S.Truman. Ben-Gurion was 
visiting the United States at the time. 

State Department, no other high-ranking official 
supported Truman's instinctive decision to recog­
nize infant Israel. In fact, Eban recalled. Secretary 
of State George C. Marshall "showed the most viru­
lent opposition conceivable." 

"It was extraordinary because all the other mem­
bers of the State Department were hostile to Tru­
man's action," Eban said, "George Kennan was 
against it. ... Nevertheless, Truman activated a 
presidential veto and simply said 'That's the way 
it's going to be.' It was a dramatic assertion of pres­
idential authority." 

Get Ydiir tickets 
: Abba Eban will speak at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, April 19, at the RLDS 
Auditorium in Independence, Mo., 
1011 W. Walnut St. His topic will 
be "Reflections on Truman and 
the Creation of Israel." The event 
is being sponsored by the Harry 
S.Truman Library Institute and 
the Jewisih Federation of Greater 
Kansas City. 

The presentatk)n is free and 
open to the public, but tickets are 
required. For free tickets, call the 
library at :833-1400, ext. 254. 

Eban has served as Israel's Ambassador to the 
United States and to the United Nations. He served 
for many years as a Labor Party member of the 
Knesset and, for a time, as deputy prime minister. He 
is the author of more than a dozen books, including 
"Heritage, Civilization and the Jews" and his newest 
work,'Diplomacy for the Next Century." 

For directions fo the RLDS Auditorium, call church 
headcjuarters at 833-1000; then press the numeral 5 
twice when prbmpted. 

ABBA EBAN 

Palestine in '99? 
Eban said that much of the world will react with 

similar swiftness if and when Yasser Arafat de­
clares an independent state of Palestine in 1999, as 
he has sworn he will do. 

" I think what Israel ought to do is simply accept 
that that's the way it's going to be," Eban said. "The 
original (United Nations) General Assembly resolu­
tion of the 29th of November, 1947, made a provi­
sion for two states. And President Truman himself 
never envisaged that there would simply be a Jew­
ish state without an Arab state. That never entered 
his head for a single moment. The partition resolu­
tion spoke of two states, side by side. 

See ABBA EBAN, Page 4 



ABBA EBAN/Founding father 
From Page 3 

"What's happened is the Palestine 
state has virtually come into existence. 
Because it has its leadership, it has its 
armed forces, it has its slogans, it has 
its anthem. There is nothing missing 
amongst the attributes of statehood. 
And that was exactly the condition in 
which Israel proclaimed its indepen­
dence. When Israel felt it had all the 
conditions and attributes of statehood 
it then launched into the successful at­
tempt to secure its national future. 

"Now whether that is what Prime 
Minister Netanyahu will do is doubtful, 
because he does not usually do those 
things that I personally think are sensi­
ble and rational. Therefore, he may 
make some kind of fuss, but it will be 
in vain. Because there is a very broad 
opinion in the United States in favor of 
Palestinian statehood. 

"For example, Henry Ki.s.sinĵ 'cr has 
come out for that. All kinds of people 
have come out for that. The Palestini­
ans themselves are absolutely rooted 
in that conviction. And 1 believe most 
of the people in the upper reaches of 
the State Department believe that a 
Palestinian stale is inevitable. 1 believe 
it is inevitable. Nothing can be done to 
prevent it. Because all that Arafat has 
to do IS proclaim it. And 1 believe that 
would be rather a successful matter" 

And what if Arafat declares that the 
capital of Palestine is Jerusalem' 

"Well, he can't do that," Eban said. 
"Because he doesn't have any real po­
sition in Jerusalem. If he says that the 
capital is Jerusalem, it would he a 

ridiculous statement because the idea 
that there could be two capitals living 
side by side within 500 yards of each 
other is so absurd that is has no real 
chance of bemg settled. 

"Anyway, Israel is simply in charge 
of Jerusalem. Israel possesses 
Jerusalem. Israel commands 
Jerusalem. Israel is Jerusalem. And, 
therefore, if somebody else is saying 
that (it's his capital), it would simply 
be a ridiculous little chirp. And it 
won't have any effect whatever It 
would be a silly thing to do, but that 
doesn't mean it won't be done." 

The year 1999 has significance be­
cause that is when the final-status ne­
gotiations between Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority, envisaged as 
part of the so-called Oslo Accords, 
were to have been completed. 

Not surprisingly, Eban places the 
blame for the dismal .state of the peace 
IM-ocess squarely in the lap of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

"The fact is that Oslo was born 
against the will of the present Israeli 
government, and the present Israeli 
government was hostile to every part 
of it, eveiT idea, every conception of it, 
and never considered itself bound by 
any of its terms," Eban said, "There­
fore, it isn't surprising to find that the 
government ... iias never cai'ried out 
anv of its proposals; not willingly. 

"Nobody would ever say that the Is­
raeli government and the Palestinian 
.Authority have been equal in iheir de­
votion to the peace process. Thai's noi 
true at all." 
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Israel's 
50th 

Anniversary 

The Harry S. Truman Library 
and 

The Harry S. Truman Library Institute 
for National and International Affairs 



On May 14, 1948, President Truman's 
announcement made the United States the 
first country to recognize the new nation — 

within minutes of its proclamation. The Harry S. 
Truman Library and Truman Library Institute for 
National and International Affairs have joined with 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City and 
other organizations to commemorate this historic 
anniversary in a variety of ways throughout 1998. 

• Abba Eban: Mark your calendar for Sunday, 
April 19, 1998 when Abba Eban, former Israeli 
ambassador to the United Nations and the United 
States, wil l speak in Independence, Missouri. 

• September Series: The Truman Library will 
present three programs: Joseph Persico, author of 
Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial: Greg Bradsher, an 
expert on documentation on the "Nazi Gold" 
claims; and Michael T. Benson, author of the new 
book Harry S. Truman and the Founding of Israel. 

For more information about these events, contact the 
Library at 816/833-1400, extension 257. 

• Exhibitions: The Truman Library and the Skirball 
Cultural Center in Los Angeles wiU feature 
exhibitions opening in late April which highhght 
President Truman's decision to recognize Israel. 

• On the World Wide Web: The Truman Library 
has expanded its website to include a special section 
of photographs, documents, and historical background 
about Israel, the Truman Administration, and 
related issues, •www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/truman/ 

• Education: The Truman Library is pleased to 
co-sponsor the 1998 Midwest Center fo r Holocaust 
Education's White Rose student essay contest. For 
information about the contest call 913/327-8190. 
The Library's website contains information of 
special interest to students and teachers. 

• Souvenirs: Artfii l ly framed photos and documents 
from the collections of the Truman Library have 
been prepared to commemorate this anniversary. 
A special anniversary publication, Harry S. Truman 
and the Recognition of Israel, has also been issued 

Souvenirs to Commemorate 
the 50th Anniversary of Israel 
Framed Documents and Photographs 

Copies of the two documents announcing the United 
States' de facto and then de jure recognition of Israel. 
Each includes President Truman's hand written revi­
sions and signature. Also photographs of President 
Truman and Chaim Weizmann with the torah scrolls 
(left) and of David Ben-Gurion, Abba Eban, and Harry 
S. Truman in the Oval Office. The documents, photo­
graphs, and descriptive captions are professionally 
mounted into a double-matte of acid-free gold 
beneath deep blue and are surrounded by a gilded 
wooden frame behind non-glare glass. Finished 
dimensions are approximately 27" wide by 43" long. 
Item number: 650 $350 

Copy of the de facto recognition document described 
above and the Weizmann-Truman photograph at the 
left. The document, photograph, and captions are 
matted and framed as described above. Finished 
dimensions are approximately 25" wide by 19" long. 
Item number: 450 $225 

Harry S. Truman and the Recognition of Israel 

A publication featuring recollections and observations 
by Ambassador Abba Eban; White House Advisor 
George Elsey; and Michael T. Benson, author of the 
new book Harry S. Truman and the Founding of Israel. 
Illustrated with photographs and documents from the 
Truman Library's collections, this booklet also features 
a chronology of the events from 1945 to 1948 leading 
to the Truman Administration's recognition of Israel. 
The publication will be approximately 30 pages in 
length and will be available after April 1, 1998. 
Item number: 250 $12 

Prices include shipping within the continental U.S. To 
order, please send your name, shipping address (no 
p.o. boxes), phone number, description of your order, 
personal check (payable to Truman Library Institute) or 
Mastercard or Visa account number, expiration and 
signature to: Truman Library Institute/Israel 50; U.S. 
Highway 24 and Delaware; Independence, MO 64050. 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of the document 
and photograph frames. 

Note: Contributions to the Truman Library Institute for 
merchandise purchases are not considered a charitable 
contribution for income tax purposes. 
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On May 14, 1948, President Truman's 
announcement made the United States the 
first country to recognize the new nation — 

within minutes of its proclamation. The Harry S. 
Truman Library and Truman Library Instimte for 
National and International Affairs have joined with 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City and 
other organizations to commemorate this historic 
anniversary in a variety of ways throughout 1998. 

• Abba Eban: Mark your calendar for Sunday, 
Apri l 19, 1998 when Abba Eban, former IsraeU 
ambassador to the United Nations and the United 
States, wil l speak in Independence, Missouri. 

• September Series: The Truman Library wLU 
present three programs: Joseph Persico, author of 
Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial: Greg Bradsher, an 
expert on documentation on the "Nazi Gold" 
claims; and Michael T. Benson, author of the new 
book Harry S. Truman and the Founding of Israel. 

For more information about these events, contact the 
Library at 816/833-1400, extension 257. 

• Exhibitions: The Truman Library and the Skirball 
Cultural Center in Los Angeles will feature 
exhibitions opening in late April which highlight 
President Truman's decision to recognize Israel. 

• On the World Wide Web: The Truman Library 
has expanded its website to include a special section 
oiphotographs, documents, and historical background 
about Israel, the Tmman Administration, and 
related issues, www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/truman/ 

• Education: The Truman Library is pleased to 
co-sponsor the 1998 Midwest Center f o r Holocaust 
Education's White Rose student essay contest. For 
information about the contest call 913/327-8190. 
The Library's website contains information of 
special interest to students and teachers. 

• Souvenirs: Artfully framed photos and documents 
from the collections of the Truman Library have 
been prepared to commemorate this anniversary. 
A special anniversary publication, Harry S. Truman 
and the Recognition of Israel, has also been issued 

Souvenirs to Commemorate 
the 50th Anniversary of Israel 
Framed Documents and Photographs 

Copies of the two documents announcing the United 
States' de facto and then de jure recognition of Israel. 
Each includes President Truman's hand written revi­
sions and signature. Also photographs of President 
Truman and Chaim Weizmann with the torah scrolls 
(left) and of David Ben-Gurion, Abba Eban, and Harry 
S. Truman in the Oval Office. The documents, photo­
graphs, and descriptive captions are professionally 
mounted into a double-matte of acid-free gold 
beneath deep blue and are surrounded by a gilded 
wooden frame behind non-glare glass. Finished 
dimensions are approximately 27" wide by 43" long. 
Item number: 650 $350 

Copy of the de facto recognition document described 
above and the Weizmann-Truman photograph at the 
left. The document, photograph, and captions are 
matted and framed as described above. Finished 
dimensions are approximately 25" wide by 19" long. 
Item number: 450 $225 

Harry S. Truman and the Recognition of Israel 

A publication featuring recollections and observations 
by Ambassador Abba Eban; White House Advisor 
George Elsey; and Michael T. Benson, author of the 
new book Harry S. Truman and the Founding of Israel. 
Illustrated with photographs and documents from the 
Truman Library's collections, this booklet also features 
a chronology of the events from 1945 to 1948 leading 
to the Truman Administration's recognition of Israel. 
The publication will be approximately 30 pages in 
length and will be available after April 1, 1998. 
Item number: 250 $12 

Prices include shipping within the continental U.S. To 
order, please send your name, shipping address (no 
p.o. boxes), phone number, description of your order, 
personal check (payable to Truman Library Institute) or 
Mastercard or Visa account number, expiration and 
signature to: Truman Library Institute/Israel 50; U.S. 
Highway 24 and Delaware; Independence, MO 64050. 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of the document 
and photograph frames. 

Note: Contributions to the Truman Library Institute for 
merchandise purchases are not considered a charitable 
contribution for income tax purposes. 



^anyS. Truman Library 
500 West U.S. Highway 24 Independence MO 64050-1798 

March 16, 1998 

The Honorable Al Gore 
Vice President of the United States 
The White House 
c/o Director of Scheduling 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

I am very pleased that you are considering our invitation to come to the Truman Library on May 
14 or 15 to observe the 50th Anniversary of United States recognition of Israel. This is to 
reaffirm our invitadon, and to describe several activities that might be especially compatible with 
your interest and with Administration priorities for education and technology. 

If you come to the Library, you might want to consider one or more of the following activities: 

• Laying a wreath at the graves of President and Mrs. Truman in the Library courtyard. 

• Viewing a few of the original documents here that relate directly to President Truman's 
decision to grant de facto recognition to Israel on May 15, 1948 or, more broadly, to the 
Truman Administration and policy relating to the Middle East. 

• Viewing on a big screen, with media present, the new "Israel 50" section of the Library's 
web page, a section that is very useful to students and teachers nationwide. Our web page 
also now links directly to PROJECT WHISTLESTOP, one of the technology 
demonstration projects supported by a grant from your Department of Education. The 
PROJECT WHISTLESTOP data base now contains more than a thousand important 
scanned documents from the Truman Library archives relating to the Truman 
Administration and Israel (and additional documents on other topics). 

• Sending an e-mail message to selected individuals or organizations alerting them to these 
newly available documents made possible for education and research through the 
partnership between the Truman Library and the Independence School District (and 
several other parties) with support from the DOE technology demonstration grant. 

.1 rrry.xiciihdl l.ilirnrv .\iliiii>iisif)i.'tl In '.IH: .\'(iliniitil .Aicl.'ii C> iiiul I\I'LI.>)IL^ .\(lniinisinili<.iii 



You might choose to send this message to any or all of the following: 

Israel's current President, Ezer Weizmann, whose uncle was Israel's first 
president. Our website section contains a photo of President Chaim Weizmann 
presenting a Torah to President Truman only 11 days after Independence in 1948. 

Selected educational and research institutions in Israel, perhaps those named for 
Harry Truman. 

A group of schools in the United States ~ perhaps the other technology 
demonstration projects or schools named for Truman or Hebrew Schools. There 
are many alternatives. 

Enclosed is a pamphlet describing some of our other "Israel 50" programs. 

I hope that you will be able to come to the Library in May. In the meantime, visit the Israel 
Anniversary section of our web site at www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/truman/israel/index.htm. 

Sincerely yours, 

/ I j h / 

LARRY J. HACKMAN 
Director 

Enclosure 

cc: John Carlin, Archivist of the United States 
Roberta Greene, Office of the First Lady 



Harry S. Truman Library 
500 West U.S. mgkway 24 
Independence MO 64050-1798 

OFFICIAL BUSIES 
Peaabyfor Private Use. $300 

MS ROBERTA GREENE 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE FIRST LADY 
ROOM ICQ 
OLD EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20501 
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Harry S. Truman Library 
XL'™'^^ ^~^'8^''""''y -'^ '-""^^ Delaware Street hickpeiu.lencc, Missouri 6-i(hO 

March 27, 1998 

The Honorable Al Gore 
Vice President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

I am pleased that you will be traveling to Israel for the fiftieth anniversary observance in mid-
May, though we are sorry you won't be coming to the Truman Library at that time. 

While you are in Israel, I urge you to take advantage of our special web page section on Israel's 
anniversary, especially the archival documents from the Truman Library relating to United States 
recognition of Israel that have been scanned through "Project WhistleStop." This is one of the 
technology demonstration projects supported by your Department of Education. 

It would be a very timely and highly significant gift to the people of Israel for you to demonstrate 
to them that key documentation relating to their very statehood is available on line to all of them 
for the first time. We have already begun to get Internet "hits" from Israel on this, but your 
demonstration of the new resource to government leaders, or to teachers or students, in Israel 
would be both effective and appropriate. 

Enclosed is a pamphlet about our "Israel 50" programs, including the website address. Please let 
me know if we may assist in any way. 

Sincerely yours, 

/Ijh/ 

LARRY J. HACKMAN 
Director 

cc: John Carlin, Archivist of the United States 
Cyrus Vance, Director, Truman Library Institute for National & International Affairs 
Roberta Greene, Office of the First Lady 
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Israel at 50 
Truman library Web site details 
1948 birth of Jewish state 
BrJljclMalA. Lsilna 
Staff Writer 

On May 14, 1948, President Harry 
S. Truman was the first world leader 
to off icial ly recognize the state of Is­
rael. His rfecoghition lent great credi­
bi l i ty to the newly created state 
amidst international controver.sy 
over ils founding. To celebrate Is­
rael's SOtli anniversary, the Harry S. 
Truman Library in Independence, 
Mo., created a special commemora­
tive Web site, 
http://www.lbjiib.iitexas.edu/tru-
man/lsrael/ index.htm, where people 
can learn about the important role 
the United Stateis played in the world 
recognition of Israel as an indepen­
dent nation. The site offers a wealth 
of information on the creation of Is­
rael, including "Project Whistlestop," 
which contains a collection of Tru­
man's archival papers from his ser­
vice as a U.S. senator, vice president 
and president. The page also contains 
off icial White House memos and let­

ters regarding 
the creation of 
a Jewish state 

from Truman while in office and af­
ter his term as president. In addition, 
the "Project Whistlestop" site dis­
plays maps and docutnents from Sec­
retary of State Dean Acheson, Special 
Counsel (and former Missourian) 
Clark Cli f ford, Truman's clofee fr iend, 
KC's own Eddie Jacobson (see "Tru­
man and Jacobson" in this week's 
special souvenir 

'edit ion), the presi­
dent's personal sec­
retary and other 

I high-ranking U.S. 
officials. 

An additional 
page of special note 

lis the collection of 
artifacts relating to 

I Israel and Truman. 
'The artifacts are 
!currently on dis-
iplay at the Skirbal l 
Museum in Los An-

igeles, but they wi l l 
return to the Truman 

JUDAISM.com 

- Museum 
Apr i l for the Israel anniversary ex 
hibi t "1948: A Year of Turmoi l and 
Trouble." 

Two other significant pages I 
found include an Israel events histor­
ical t ime line from 1939-1949 and a 
bibliography of relevant books. Great 
stuff! 

The Truman site has an abundance 
of information on both Truman and 
Israel and offers the viewer a surplus 
of reference materials to choose from 
|... all this, and it's very easy to navi-
Ipate. Not too many bells and whistles, 
just the important information you 
want in a clear, concise manner. 

For more information on the HST 
Library Web site call Mark Adams, 
HST Library education programs co­
ordinator, at 833-1400. 

COME TOGETHER - Finally, after 
many centuries, hjUndreds of thou-
isand of Jews around the world are re­
united for a common cause: Jewish 
Web/Net Week featured at 
http:wwwjww.org. The event off ic iai-

The Harry S.Truman Library In Inde­
pendence, Mo., shown here, has es­
tablished a Web site contains hun­
dreds of documents pertaining to the 
creation of Israel. 

ly powered up on Sunday, Feb. 22, 
with programming supported on 
eight main sites: the Jewish COMMu-
nity on America Online (Keyword: 
JEWISH), the Jewish Edvication Ser­
vice of North America - JESNA at 
wwwjesna.org, the Jewish Communi­
cation Network - JCN at 
www.JCN18.com, Vir tual Jerusalem 
- VJ at www.virtual.co.i l , Shamash at 
www.8hamash.org, JewishNet at 
wwwjewishnet.org, Jewish Family 
and Life at www.Jewishfamlly.com 
and of course on the Jewish Web/Net 
Week home page. As of C7iroriic/c 
press t ime, the JW/NW site listed 
seven different live programming 
channels to choose from including 

Radio JW/NW, 
which hosts six 
more channels of 
streamline audio 
to Use as back­
ground music as 
you surf through 
the site! 

A great collec­
tion of activities 
foi'^young and old. 
Congratulations 
to the entire 
JW/NW crew for 
pull ing off a mon­
umental on-line 

in convention about Judaism! 

MORE FREE STUFF - The Jewish 
Communication Network at 
h t tp : / /wwwjcn l8 .com has just an­
nounced the addition of 
Jewishmail.com, free Internet-based 
e-mail ( I assume you can st i l l use it, 
even i f you're not Jewish). Just go to 
JCN's home page or directly to 
http://www.Jewislimatl.com for your 
own free, personalized e-mail ac­
count. 

NEXT T I M E in JUDAISM.com -
The many educational and exciting 
facets of jewishfamily.com and all of 
their " fami ly" of sites. 

Let us know what you think. Have 
you seen an interesting Judaic web 
site or software package? E-mail us 
at KCJCHRON@adl.com, subject: 
JUDAISM.com, We may include your 
comments or suggestions in a future 
column! 
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On May 14, 1948, President Truman's 
announcement made the United States the 
first country to recognize the new nation — 

within minutes of its proclamation. The Harry S. 
Truman Library and Truman Library Institute for 
National and International Affairs have joined with 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City and 
other organizations to commemorate this historic 
anniversary in a variety of ways throughout 1998. 

• Abba Eban: Mark your calendar for Sunday, 
Apr i l 19, 1998 when ylbba Eban, former Israeli 
ambassador to the United Nations and the United 
States, wi l l speak in Independence, Missouri. 

• September Series: The Truman Library wil l 
present three programs: Josef b Persico, author of 
Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial: Greg Bradsher, an 
expert on documentation on the "Nazi Gold" 
claims; and Michael T. Benson, author of the new 
book Harry S. Truman and the Founding of Israel. 

For more information about these events, contact the 
Library at 816/833-1400, extension 257. 

• Exhibitions: The Truman Library and the Skirball 
Cultural Center \n Los Angeles will feature 
exhibitions opening in late April which highlight 
President Truman's decision to recognize Israel. 

• On the World Wide Web: The Truman Library 
has expanded its website to include a special section 
of photographs, documents, and historical background 
about Israel, the Truman Administration, and 
related issues, www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/truman/ 

• Education: The Truman Library is pleased to 
co-sponsor the 1998 Midwest Center f o r Holocaust 
Education's IVhite Rose student essay contest. For 
information about the contest call 913/327-8190. 
The Library's website contains information of 
special interest to students and teachers. 

• Souvenirs: Artfii l ly framed photos and documents 
from the collections of the Truman Library have 
been prepared to commemorate this anniversary. 
A special anniversary publication, Harry S. Truman 
and the Recognition of Israel, has also been issued 

Souvenirs to Commemorate 
the 50th Anniversary of Israel 
Framed Documents and Photographs 

Copies of the two documents announcing the United 
States' de facto and then de jure recognition of Israel. 
Each includes President Truman's hand written revi­
sions and signature. Also photographs of President 
Truman and Chaim Weizmann with the torah scrolls 
(left) and of David Ben-Gurion, Abba Eban, and Harry 
S. Truman in the Oval Office. The documents, photo­
graphs, and descriptive captions are professionally 
mounted Into a double-matte of acid-free gold 
beneath deep blue and are surrounded by a gilded 
wooden frame behind non-glare glass. Finished 
dimensions are approximately 27" wide by 43" long. 
Item number: 650 $350 

Copy of the de facto recognition document described 
above and the Weizmann-Truman photograph at the 
left. The document, photograph, and captions are 
matted and framed as described above. Finished 
dimensions are approximately 25" wide by 19" long. 
Item number: 450 $225 

Harry S. Truman and the Recognition of Israel 

A publication featuring recollections and observations 
by Ambassador Abba Eban; White House Advisor 
George Elsey; and Michael T. Benson, author of the 
new book Harry S. Truman and the Founding of Israel. 
Illustrated with photographs and documents from the 
Truman Library's collections, this booklet also features 
a chronology of the events from 1945 to 1948 leading 
to the Truman Administration's recognition of Israel. 
The publication will be approximately 30 pages in 
length and will be available after April 1, 1998. 
Item number: 250 $12 

Prices include shipping within the continental U.S. To 
order, please send your name, shipping address (no 
p.o. boxes), phone number, description of your order, 
personal check (payable to Truman Library Institute) or 
Mastercard or Visa account number, expiration and 
signature to: Truman Library Institute/Israel 50; U.S. 
Highway 24 and Delaware; Independence, MO 64050. 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of the document 
and photograph frames. 

Note: Contributions to the Truman Library Institute for 
merchandise purchases are not considered a charitable 
contribution for income tax purposes. 



Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker 

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff. 

This marker identifies the place of a publication. 

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room. 



hfarryS* 'Truman 
and the 

^^cognition of Israel 

Israel's President, Dr. Chaim Weizmann, presents to President Harry S. Truman a Torah Scroll and 
blue velvet mantle embellished with the Star of David, May 25, 1948, The White House. 
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hrn'S. Truman Librar)? 
500 West U.S. Highway 24 Independence MO 64050-179H 

December 23, 1997 

Ms. Roberta Greene 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
Room 100 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20501 

Dear Bobbie: 

Here is the press release from our December 23 press conference here. Sorry we weren't 
able to announce a visit by the President. 

Have a great holiday season. We will be in New York City for four days with Kate, and 
Alex will come down from Boston. 

Best regards, 

LAR^Y Jj HACKIflAN 
Director 

Enclosure 
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Harry S. Truman Library 
U.S. Highway 24 and Delau are Street Independence, Missouri 64050-1798 

(816) 833-1400 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: DECEMBER 23, 1997 N E W S R E L E A S E 

Contacts: 
Ruth Baum Bigus 913-327-8109 
Jewish Federation of Kansas City 

Larry Hackman 816-833-1400, Ext. 223 
Truman Library and Museum 

TRUMAN LIBRARY AND JEWISH FEDERATION ANNOUNCE PLANS TO 
COMMEMORATE ISRAEL'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

- Special Activities and Events to Occur at Truman Library -

(Independence, Mo.) The Harry S. Truman Library and Museum and the Jewish Federation of 

Greater Kansas City today announced plans to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the founding of the 

modem state of Israel. It was on May 14, 1948 that President Truman's announcement made the United 

States the First country to recognize the new nation ~ within minutes of its proclamation. 

The Truman Library plans a variety of events, programs and exhibitions to commemorate the 

anniversary. These were announced today at a ceremony at the Truman Library and Museum which was 

timed to coincide with the intemational kick off of the Israel 50th anniversary events on the first night of 

Hanukkah, December 23, 1997. 

Truman's recognition of Israel was by no means an easy decision for him to make. The 

Department of State, including the highly respected Secretary of State, George Marshall, advised against 

it, as did much of his cabinet. But by May !4 he had decided it was the right thing to do, and so he did it, 

said Library director Larry Hackman. 

In April, the Truman Library will open a major exhibition highlighting some of the landmark 

events and decisions that happened in 1948, including the recognition of Israel. 1948: Year of Turmoil 

and Triumph will also recall the Berlin Airlift, the desegregation of the armed forces, and Truman's 

famous WhistleStop campaign against Thomas Dewey. The Library will also display a small group of 

artifacts relating to Harry Truman and the Jewish Community in Greater Kansas City. 

On April 19, Abba Eban, Israel's first Ambassador to the United States, and later its Ambassador to the 

United Nations, will speak at the Truman Library. He will share his recollections of President Truman, 

United States recognition of Israel, and the eariy relationship between the United States and the new state 

of Israel. 



- more -

Israel 50 - Page Two 

Also in April, an exhibition on the United States recognition of Israel will open at the Skirball 

Cultural Center in Los Angeles, drawing on important artifacts and documents loaned to that new 

museum of Jewish culture by the Truman Library. Of special note is the Torah and Torah case given to 

President Truman by Dr. Chaim Weizmann, Israel's first president. The Skirball exhibition, Truman and 

Israel runs April 20 through August 30, 1998. 

In September, the Truman Library will bring several additional speakers to the Kansas City area 

as part of the anniversary. Joseph Persico, author of Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial, will speak on 

September 3 about the trials of Nazi war criminals. On September 10, Greg Bradsher, an expert on 

documentation related to the Nazi Gold claims issue, will speak on that subject. On September 17, Dr. 

Michael T. Benson, author of the new book Harry S. Truman and the Founding of Israel, will present his 

new interpretation of Truman's decision. 

The Truman Library is also expanding its Web site to include a special new section relating to the 

recognition of Israel. Visitors to the site will have access to photographs, background information, a 

chronology and bibliography, as well as a link to Project WhistleStop scanned copies of hundreds of key 

documents from the collections of the Truman Library relating to Israel. 

The Truman Library is expanding efforts to increase the awareness of available resources for 

students and teachers, both on site at the Library and online. As part of that initiative, the Truman 

Library is partnering with the Midwest Center for Holocaust Education to sponsor the White Rose essay 

contest, which encourages students to explore the obligations and opportunities that confronted both 

Holocaust survivors and the United States under the leadership of Harry S. Truman following World War 

II. For more information about this contest, call 913-327-8190. 

The Truman Library is also preparing a special souvenir booklet on President Truman and United 

States recognition of Israel, as well as framed copies of President Truman's recognition announcement 

and a photo of President Truman and President Weizmann. For further information, contact the Truman 

Library Institute at (816) 833-0425. 

The Truman Library and Museum, one of ten Presidential Libraries administered by the National 

Archives and Records Administration, is located at U.S. Highway 24 and Delaware in Independence, Mo. 

For more information, call the Truman Library at 800-833-1225 or visit the Truman Library's Web site at 

www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/truman/ 



hrr]^S. Truman Librar]) 
500 West U.S. Highway 24 Independence MO 64050-1798 

October 27, 1997 

Ms. Roberta Greene 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
Room 100 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20501 

Dear Bobbie: ^ 

I hope you had a good trip to Little Rock and a great trip to California. 

The Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City has appointed an extremely strong Fiftieth 
Anniversary of Israel Committee, and we will meet with them on October 29. A press 
conference at the Truman Library on December 23 will announce the many anniversary events in 
this area. In the meantime, I thought you might like to have access to our "Plamiing Guide" that 
we are using as we refine the Truman Library's own plans for Anniversary activities. 

As you may know, Roshann Parris, who does advance work for Mrs. Clinton, is also working to 
encourage President Clinton to visit us next May. Congresswoman Karen McCarthy has written 
the President on this, and I believe Congressman Ike Skelton, Congresswoman Pat Danner, and 
Governor Mel Camahan will all write soon in support of this. 

I have also attached a few clippings from our fortieth birthday celebration, the Guggenheim film 
premiere, and the new $4 million appropriation to support the Federal portion of our overall $25 
million renovation and education program. Also, just in case you ever have some spare time to 
advise me on this (and maybe for some application for a Clinton Library), I've enclosed an initial 
discussion outline for our "learning center." This needs a lot of work in the weeks just ahead, but 
it will give you some idea of one of the major thrusts we are considering. 

Best regards, 
t 

L A R R Y ^ A C K M A N 
Direct<Jr 

Enclosures 
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Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker 

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff 
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Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room. 
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July 6, 1957. July 4, 1997. 

If You Could "Stand the Heat," 
it Was Quite a Day 

A sweltering Independence, Missouri afternoon was the backdrop for thousands to witness history as the Harry S. 
Truman Library was dedicated. Harry Truman's famous " I f you can't stand the heat, get out of the kitchen" quip, coined 
years earlier, certainly applied on July 6, 1957. 

This special fortieth anniversary issue of Whistle Stop begins with a firsthand account of "Dedication Day" and the events 
leading up to it by journalist Miss Sue Gentry. Her article first appeared in The Independence Examiner on July 5, 1997. 

(The Harry S. Truman Presidential 
Library, Independence's greatest asset, 
marks a milestone this year, its 40th 
birthday. 

The imposing structure, resplendent 
on a small knoll overlooking U.S. 24 and 
honoring the nation's 33rd president, 
was dedicated July 6, 1957. And in 
those 40 years nearly 8 million tourists 
and metropohtan area residents have 
visited there. Eight presidents and past 
presidents have signed the guest book. 

Former President Truman broke 
ground for his libreiry on May 8,1955, his 
71st birthday. While contractors hurried 
to finish the structure before the dedica­
tion, i t was only 90 percent complete and 
no landscaping had been done. Guests 
looked out over a dirt-clodded lawn. 

The ceremony on the tall columned 

portico drew major figures from both 
political parties. Mayor Robert P. 
Weatherford, who led the movement to 
locate the library in Independence after 
the former president acknowledged he 
wanted it here, was master of ceremonies. 

Former President Herbert Hoover 
and former first lady Eleanor Roosevelt 
headed the distinguished delegation. 
And Chief Justice Earl Warren, a Re­
publican, gave the dedicatory address at 
the personal invitation of M r Truman. 

Democrat and Republican leaders of 
both the House and Senate were here, 
as well as state governors and educators 
representing universities and colleges. 
And the nation's press was ever3rwhere. 

In the ceremony, the former president 
presented his presidential papers to rep­
resentatives of the government as well as 
books, mementos, and gifts from heads of 

state and hundreds of Americans. Basil 
O'Connor, a New York attorney and pres­
ident of the Harry S. Truman Library 
Corporation, which raised the money to 
build and equip the structure, presented 
the deed to the property. 

The town took on a holiday air, wel­
coming the guests including Dean Ache­
son, Truman's secretary of state; Sam 
Rayburn, speaker of the House; John 
McCormack, House majority leader; 
Averell Harriman, New York governor; 
and young Lyndon B. Johnson, majority 
leader in the Senate, destined to be a 
U.S. president. 

The Examiner published a 100-page 
Truman Library edition in seven sec­
tions, a copy of which was placed in the 
cornerstone along with a copy of the 
Warren dedicatory address. 

Continued on page 2 
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Trymaii 
documentary 
opens at library 
More than 400 people attending a preview of ^Harry S. 
Truman, 1884-1972' had the opportunity to visit with 
Charles Guggenheim, producer of tfie 45-minute 
documentary created for the Harry S. Truman Library 

and Museum in Independence. The film, presented every hour on tfie half 
hour, marks ttie library's 40th anniversary and is part of its continuing 
multimillion dollar renovation. Guests included Sandy Boyd ot lovya City, 
president of the Harry S. Tmman Institute, fund-raising arm for the library. 
He is a past president of the University of Iowa and of the Field Museum in 
Chicago. The Truman Library is open daily, except holidays. Sunday hours 
are noon to 5 p.m. 

KANSAS crrv 
PEOPLE 

m 

Benefactors of the Truman Library Institute include Morton and Estelle Sosland (from left), James B. Nutter and his wife, 
Annabel, and Mary Shaw Branton. 

Larry J. Hackman (from left), director of ttie Harry S. Truman Library and 
Museum in Independence, visits with documentary filmmaker Charles 
Guggenheim of Washington, Susan Boyd of Iowa City and her husband, 
Sandy Boyd, board president of the Harry S. Truman Institute. . 

Sue Mindlin 
(left) enjoyed 

a reunion 
with longtime 

friend 
Charles 

Guggenheim 
and his 

daughter, 
Grace 

Guggenheim. 

LAUREN CHAPIN 
.Icecial :o "."e Star 

From !ert-. Colleen 3nc Cha,-l6s Foudree: first lady of Missouri Jear Camahan .and Gov. Mel Carnahan; and Dorothy John-
ion aPC her huscar.cl. Herman A . Jonnson. .vere among iTiore inan JCO guests at a preview reception featuring the iilm 
l-iar^/ S. Tr'jrr.an. ' 5 c - - ' 9 7 2 . " 
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I ; 21 OCT 3 01997 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE OF MISSOURI 

JEFFERSON CITY 
65101 

M E L C A R N A H A N STATE CAPITOL 

oovrpNOR October 27, 1997 ROOM zte 
( 5 7 3 > 7 5 1 - 3 2 2 2 

Dr. Larry J. Hackman, Director 
Hany S. Truman Libraiy 
500 West U.S. Highway 24 
Independence, MO 64050-1798 

Dear Lany: 

1 received your letter concerning the celebration of the 50"' 
Anniversary of the United States' recognition of Israel. I have written 
to the President, urging him to fit this into his plans and come to the 
celebration. A copy of my letter is enclosed. 

If additional follow up is needed by me or my staff, please let us 
know. 

Very tiiily yours, 

1Z 
Mel Camahan 

MC/pa 

Enclosure 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE OF MISSOURI 

JEFFERSON CITY 
65101 

M E L C A R N A H A N S T A T E C A P I T O L 

GovcRNOR October 27, 1997 ROOM a is 
< S 7 3 ) 7 S I - 3 2 2 2 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I write to endorse the invitation yoil recently received fiom the 
Hany S. Truman Libraiy to events on or near May 14, 1998, to obsei've 
the 50"' Anniversaiy of the United States' recognition of Israel. A copy 
of the letter from Lariy J. Hackman, Director of the Hany S. Tmman 
Libraiy, dated August 12, 1997, is enclosed. 

Leading the U.S. to recognize the nation of Israel is one of the 
many fonvaid-looking and historic actions taken by our late President 
from Missoui i, Hany S. Truman. I would urge you to join the nation in 
recognizing this event and doing so at the Hairy S. Truman Libraiy in 
Independence, Missouri. I can think of no more appropriate place, and 
your attendance and participation would make the event the kind of 
obsei'vance it deserves. 

I hope it will be possible for you to come to Independence to 
celebrate this great event with us. 

Veiy truly yours. 

1A. 

MelCarnahan 
MC/pa 
Enclosure 



FIFTH DISTRICT, MISSOURI 

1232 LONGWOHTH HOUSE 
OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-4535 

811 GRAND AVENUE, ROOM 935 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64106 

(816) 842^545 

301 W. LEXINGTON, ROOM 217 
INDEPENDENCE, M O 64050 

(816) 833-4545 

Congregsi of tfje Winittb States 
Ĵ onsit of Eepres(entatibes( 

Haren jWcCartfj? 
October 6, 1997 

COBflMriTEE ON COMMERCE 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

ENERGY AND POWER 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, TRADE, 

AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I wanted to join Mr. Larry Hackman, Director, Harry S. Truman Library, in inviting you to our area 
in observation of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United States' recognition of IsraeL As Mr. Hackman 
explained in his previous letter, on May 14, 1948 President Tnmian extended de facto recognition 
to the new Jewish state. It would be an honor for you to visit President Tnmian's home to mark the 
occasion. 

It is with great respect that President Tnmian's home town commemorates the deeds of our past 
President. I am hopeful that you will be able to join the celebration. 

Best personal regards. 

Ka?fen McCarthy 

KM:Ig 

© 



-^"'pinTt DISTRICT, MISSOURI 

1232 LONGWORTH HOUSE 

OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-4535 

811 GRAND AVENUE, ROOM 935 
KANSAS CITY, M O 64106 

(816) 842^545 

301 W. LEXINGTON, ROOM 217 
INDEPENDENCE, M O 64050 

(816) 833-4545 

€onqjcm of tfje Winitth States; 
i|ou£(e of Eepre£(entatibes( 

Haren iWcCartfjp 
Ortober 6, 1997 

COMMnTEE ON COMMERCE 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

ENERGY AND POWER 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, TRADE, 

AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

Mr. Larry J. Hackman \ ^ '^^^ 
Director 
Harry S. Truman Libraiy 
U. S. Highway 24 and Delaware Street 
Independence, Missouri 64050 

Dear Larry: 

Enclosed please find a copy of the letter I sent to President Clinton to support his attendance of the 
events surrounding the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United States' recognition of Israel. I hope it is 
helpfiil. I f I can be of fiirther assistance, please feel free to contact me. 

Best personal regards, 

McCarthy 

KM:lg 

Enclosure 

/ / 

® 



T h e 
Tr u m a n 

r e s i d e n c y 

1 9 4 5 - 1 9 5 3 

A Legacy o f 
Leadersh ip 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 10,1997 

Contact: Larry Hackman (816) 833-1400x223 
Harry S. Truman Library and Museum 

Dean Davison, Julie Goldsborough or Michelle Manuel (816) 842-1500 
Barkley & Evergreen Public Relations 

$4 MILLION FOR BUILDING REPAIRS SECURED FOR 
TRUMAN LIBRARY 

Fiftieth 
Anniversary 

Commemoration 
Committee 

National 
Honorary 

Co-Chairmcn 

VVilliani I. Clinton 
I'rtsideni ,i{ -M i'nited States 

Gcor(;c H. Bush 

h'lriy-rtru 

Praidtni (It i'nited States 

Konald W Reagan 

rrnnltnt :iif i'tiitcd i r j i f j 

linimv Carter 

TInriy-Sintb 

I'rtsidtnt inited Staid 

Ccrakl R. Hord 

i'hirjf-liihti} 

president ui :he I'nutd States 

(Independence, Mo.) - The Harry S. Truman Library Institute has moved $4 

million closer to its goal of a major museum renovation. The U.S. House and Senate 

have included $4 million in the 1998 budget for the National Archives and Records 

Administration which is earmarked to enhance the public areas at the Truman Library and 

Museum in Independence, Mo. 

The funding will be combined with a $4 million appropriation last year to support 

building repairs, handicapped accessibility, a new video dieater, new temporary exhibit 

galleries, and to prepare the Library for additional new permanent exhibits. 

"This infusion of public support for this renovation effort is a major boost," said 

former U.S. Senator Thomas F. Eagleton. "We have had tremendous support from the 

Missouri delegation in both chambers as well as from other Senators and members of 

Congress. The Truman Library has been called a national treasure and this ftmding is an 

appropriate long-term investment in this national landmark." 

Eagleton is a member of the board and immediate past president of the Truman 

Library Institute, the private support organization for the Truman Library and Museum. 

# # # 

H a r r y S. T r u m a n L i b r a r y I n s t i t u t e 

U.S. Hiiihw.iy 24 & nclavv.irc Street • (iKiependeiKe. .\10 64().=:()-179,S • Phone: (8161 833-()42.S • TeleRw: iS16l 8.vi-271.S 



Draft #2 

9-23-97 (following Library G-6 discussion) 

The Truman Library and Institute and the 50th Anniversary of U.S. Recognition of Israel 

A PLANNING GUIDE 

TRUMAN LIBRARY AND/OR INSTITUTE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES RELATED TO 
ANNIVERSARY: 

1) Press conference at Library, probably on December 23, in cooperation with Greater KC 
Community Foundation for kick-oflf of 50th Anniversary activities m Greater KC. This is the 
"oflBcial" day for the nationwide kickoflF for the 50th anniversary of Israel. 

Hackman as contact for time being with Ruth Bigus at Federation to confirm this and 
discuss arrangements. HandoflFto Edeen Martin and B&E at appropriate stage. 

In conjunction with press conference, might do a behind the scenes tour for Federation 
50th anniversary committee, and perhaps for press as well. 

The Library itself may choose to do a press release/press conference in mid-January 
describing m more detail its own programs relating to the 50th anniversary. Would want 
to do this before some artifacts are sent to Skirball in late January. 

2) Skirball Center Exliibit in Los Angeles (Library loans pre-identified list of artifacts and makes 
available copies of film, photos and documents). 

• Runs fi-om March to September-October; objects then returned to Truman Library. 
Bauske is key contact with curator at Skirball (Dr. Grace Cohen-Grossman); Bauske will 
get exact dates and will check on status of Skirball video and on their unpressions of 
working with Michael T. Benson as consultant. 

• Truman Library Institute will probably sponsor one or more events related to this for LA 
supporters and prospects. Byme will meet with Kirchner and perhaps others there to 
discuss this when in LA in October.. 

• Skirball is producing a video for the exhibit that may be useful for Library's own exhibit or 
for regular shovvdng at the Library. Bauske to assess/ obtain video for review when 
available. 

• Truman Library staff will remind interested parties in KC area that most of the items 
loaned to Skirball have been displayed at Truman Library many times in past, and that 
exhibit in Los Angeles reflects attempt to give access to artifacts to another audience; also 



that original documents, photos, and some unportant artifacts remain at the Library. 

3) Recognition of Israel as one of the four major components in the Truman Library's in-house 
major exhibit on 1948 scheduled for April or May to -

• Library will also seek to add one display case somewhere in the Library to exhibit items 
that might be of special interest to Greater KC Jewish community; many of this of a 
"tribute to Truman" nature from the period after recognition. Would dupUcate m part the 
displays prepared by Pat Dorsey in 1996. 

4) Loan of second level objects (if any available and requested) and/or copies of photos or 
documents to interested organizations. 

• Will share Library's object loan requirements with anyone requestmg loan. 

• Will explain that we will display most notable objects at the Library, so that the maximum 
number of public has opportunity to view. 

• Will develop some sort of photo and facsimile display system that can be replicated for 
loan or sale to organizations that wish to have an exhibit on Truman and recognition of 
Israel on their own premises. 

5) Develop and actively promote Truman Library Web page section on 50th Anniversary of Israel 
with links to other relevant information/documents available via internet or in other electronic 
form. 

• Mark Adams has developed outline for webpage section and has begun to enter 
information. Comments and suggestions needed by October 1. Mark will work with 
archives staff, volunteers and others to see that contents are supplied and linkages are 
made. 

• Mark will seek to add a chmology/dateUne to the "Historical Background" section. 

• Mark will work with Ray and staff re scanning of a number of historical photos (non 
copyright) in our collection and perhaps in NARA's into the 'Exhibits" section, and vwth 
Clay and staff re scanning in photos of some of the interesting artifacts. 

• As realistic plans are firmed up, the WebPage section should be promoted via national 
press release, probably by a press conference and demonstration at the Truman Library, 
and in article in KC Jewish Federation special newsletter (see below). 

• Need especially to provide Unk to Project WhistleStop for digitized B-file on Israel and 
perhaps Displaced Persons document set. 



Should we/can we add any other sets of documents; e.g. topic of displaced persons from 
B-file set. Mark vsdll check on Univ. of Mo. AVhistleStop group on their plans on this. 

Should we issue a CD-ROM consisting entirely of the B-file topics relating to Israel? 

6) Formal cosponsorship of the 1998 White Rose essay contest by Midwest Center for Holocaust 
Education. 

• Mark Adams has akeady worked with Center. Library will need to promote in our own 
materials (Web page/newsletter/etc.) 

• Jewish Federation special newsletter for 50th anniversary will cover this in first issue in 
October. 

• Presentation ceremony will take place at the Library on May 11 or May 18 (latter 
preferred).? 

• Mark A. will check with National History Day director to guage reactions to a Truman 
Library Institute national award to best 1997 history day project relating to Israel and 
closely related issues acceptable within the 1997 "migrations" theme. 

7) Sponsorship of presentation by Ambassador Abba Eban (if he agrees to recent request to come 
to University of Iowa and to Kansas City). If so. Institute may also sponsor presentations in 
several other cities. 

• If Ambassador Eban comes to KC area, we would want to have one event for "exclusive" 
audience, probably for fimd raising, and one open to the pubhc. 

8) Sponsorship or co sponsorship of speech by President Clinton (if he agrees to come). 

• Work with Jewish Federation to invite President of Israel as a potential altemate.. 

• Keep in mind that May 14 is very near major speakers likely to be at the Library during 
Truman Week (May 3-9). 

9) Regular availability of exhibit model for presidential galleries model from C&G/M, with 
expanded section on Israel. Include in tours for visiting groups who come to the Library m 1998 
with particular interest in 50th Anniversary.. 

10) Cooperation (Archives and AV reference staff) with organizations attempting to put out 
special sections to observe 50th Anniversary, e.g. Jewish Chronicle in this area (Steve Rose 
pubUcation.) 

11) Library/Institute will also actively explore how to directly sponsor a 'Truman perspective" 



column during the spring of 1998 and/or to issue oral history excerpts ("History Speaks") for 
distribution in Jewish press nationwide. Geslebracht will examine oral histories for information of 
interest. These "perspective" columns might be arranged in a "countdown" approach for the 
several months leading up to recognition. Would need to find a writer or writers to undertake 
these. 

12). One or more pubUc programs on United States and Israel sponsored by the Library. 

• Need to develop proposal soon. Funding Ukely if proposal impressive. 

• One idea is to have a panel or two of distinguished joumaUsts/pundits/historians who 
might, perhaps for a couple of hoiu"s, discuss broad impUcations of US and Israel, fixture 
of Middle East, etc. with some reference to historical aspects as well, e.g. Tom Wicker, 
Gary Wills, George Will, Michael Bechloss, Richard Valeriani, Roger Mudd, David 
Broder, Arthur Schlesmger Jr., etc. Might be appropriate for broadcast on C-SPAN. 

3) Objects acquked or developed for sale in gift shop related to Israel and U.S. recognition. 

Framed item including photo of Truman and Weizmaim and facsunile of Truman 
recognition press release. 

Perhaps busts of Truman and Weizmann by Robert Berks (see items akeady developed or 
used by Institute's former development director). 

Perhaps items from Israel 

Perhaps a poster (or tee-shirt?) of Truman and Chaun Weizmann at White House (Torah 
presentation). 

Perhaps sale of video produced by Skirball, if suitable. 

Perhaps a very modest pubUcation (see Marshall Plan pubUcation in process) developed by 
the Library including photos and documents from our coUections. 

4) A two to four flat (document/photo) display, similar to those on Truman Doctrine and 
MarshaU Plan that can be readily repUcated for sale to interested organizations (e.g $500-$ 1000 
plus shipping), such as Jewdsh congregations and organizations. Will give Library a way to 
respond to requests. Could be handled by the Institute. Might be marketed nationaUy via Jewish 
Federation network. 

15) A series of standard but carefully developed behind the scenes tours of archives and museum 
coUections relatmg to Israel for pre-registered individuals/organizations. Coordination by Martin 
and Byme, working with museum and archives staff members. 



INTERNAL NLT/INSTITUTE COORDINATING GROUP 

MAdams, Bauske, Byme, Goldsboro (?), Hackman, Klepac, Martin, (a volunteer?). 

Red disc: Israel 50 (Programs.50) 
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MAIN PURPOSES 

• To strengthen education, especially in Greater Kansas City, in the skills of 
research, analysis, decision making, and communication and in the fields of 
modem history and public affairs. 

• To improve the teaching of and learning about the Truman period, a time in which 
many actions were taken that have continuing high relevance to our intemational 
and domestic tnictures, policies and dilemmas. 

• To increase appreciation and understanding of democracy, civic responsibility, and 
leadership. 

G E N E R A L APPROACH 

To draw on the Tmman period, and especially the unique resources of the Tmman 
Library, for highly effective experiential learning. 

A U D I E N C E S 

• Students and their teachers, especially from middle school and upward. 

• Decision makers in business, education, government, and the non profit sector. 

• Interested adult groups. 



PRINCIPLES AND ASSUMPTIONS 

. That there is presently a dearth of experiential learning opportunities, especially related to 
public policy and public affairs and using primary documentation and real historical 
examples. 
That participatory decision making and role playing based in analysis of historical 
situations, and drawing on their documentation, can support highly effective learning in a 
variety of skills and subject matter fields. 
That tools and materials developed for a given historical decision can support learning 
across a broad range of educational levels from middle school to college to managers in a 
wide variety of organizations. 
That these tools and materials can respond to the time available to learning groups, e.g. 
from several hours to several weeks. 
That the holdings of the Truman Librar/, linked to a well conceived learning center, offer 
a unique, largely unrealized educational resource to Greater Kansas City unlikely to be 
matched by any other area resource. 
That a center for experiential learning at the Truman Library can serve as a catalyst and 
laboratory for other presidential libraries and for other learning centers with similar skills 
and subject matter interests. 

METHODS 

Role playing and other participatory decision makmg techniques drawing on case smdy 
situations (and materials relating to them) on matters from the Truman years that have a 
continuing interest or application. 
Use of the learning center on a pre-scheduled basis with visits usually scheduled at least 
60 days in advance. 
Maximum group using the center is 40 (or 80?) 
Active involvement of teachers and parents where possible. 
Enhancement of decision making exercises by use of appropriate Wliite House settings 
(White House and departmental offices, Cabinet room, White House press room) 
replicated at the Truman Library learning center in an approximate, affordable, and 
highly flexible manner suitable for group experiential learning. 
Incorporation of Truman Librar/ exhibits, films, and other resources into pre and post 
learning center acdvities. 
.\daptation and transfer of pro\-e:-; learning tools and materials to electron:: formats 
where feasible. 
.Adaptation of decision making jases for use by i range of audiences and iiiirabie :o 'heir 
knowledge, interests, and dme available. 
Summer courses and other educational opportunities for :eachers to create and ercpand a 
cadre of educators Icnovvledgeable about the Truman period, the Truman Library, and the 
use of experiential learning tools and tecliniques. 



Year long or semester long internships or scholarships for established or aspiring teachers 
in the operation, evaluation, enhancement, and export of the Tmman Library learning 
center. 

L E A R N I N G C E N T E R S K I L L S 

These include, for example, research and analysis, decision making, leadership, 
teamwork, communication. 

L E A R N I N G C E N T E R S U B J E C T M A T T E R 

These include, for example, recent history, social studies, government, economics, 
politics, and intemational affairs. 

CONTENT AREAS F O R C A S E STUDY AND DECISIONS 

Case studies, situations, roles, and materials in, for example, the following issue areas 
fi-om the Tmman years are of continuing imponance to our present and fumre: 

regulation of the economy 
foreign relations (unilateral and multi-lateral) 
defense and military organization and policy 
development of social and economic policy 
stmcturing, placement and operation of government programs 
intelligence and investigative functions 
intergovernmental relations 
relating foreign and domestic decisions to domestic politics 
the appointment of government officials 
cormption and scandal 
govemment-business relations 
media relations 
science and technolca'/ 



LOCATION AND CONFIGURATION OF LEARNING CENTER 

Located on the lower level of the Triiman Library building and/or in a nearby building. 

Highly flexible space that can be separated and combined for following ftinctions: initial 
briefing area(s); small group (4-8 people) meeting areas; cabinet room (probably two 
such areas); lunch room; and press conference room. 

PLANNING AND INITIAL DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT 

• Critique of an initial rough concept paper through discussions with selected audiences, 
e.g. library staff, existing advisory group of teachers, education specialists in National 
-\rchives, Project Whistlestop Council, Learning Exchange staff, R-.\ND. 

• Discussion of a revised concept paper with selected leadership groups/individuals in 
Kansas City who might suppon its implementation, especially if involved in 
conceptualization, e.g. Greater Kansas City Community Foundation, Francis Families 
Foundation, Hall Foundation, etc.. 

• Development of a formal learning center description and plan, perhaps with the assistance 
of consultants, for endorsement by the Tmman Librar/ and the Tmman Library Institute 
as a major continuing component of the Library/Institute's educational program. 

• Preparation of a learning center funding proposal and presentation to a series of major 
potendal supporters. 

RESOURCES 

Commitment of space and general institutional suppon by the Tmman Library with 
approval of the Nadonal Archives and Records Administration. 

Core annual operational suppon for learning center from the educational endowment (S3 
million) of the Tmman Library Instirute capital jainpaign :o be con".pleted by 2,002. 

Active use of interns (especially teachers) and volunteers to supplement Library 
educational staff 

Fees collected from groups participating in learning center programs, perhaps including 
annual membership fees by school districts and corporate and non profit users (perhaps 
some scholarship type assistance to some classes). 



SOME K E Y POLICY ISSUES FOR THE TRUMAN LIBRARY RE 
A LEARNING CENTER 

What is the key research that needs to be done regarding the feasibility of a learning 
center and how to maximize its potential for success? What literature to examine; what 
examples to visit and assess; what experts to consult? 

Who are the key potential supporters who should be consulted very early on while even 
the very broad issues remain open? Who are the major sources of potential support who 
are most likely to appreciate a very early opportunity to comment? 

At what point should an informal advisory group be created who can invest themselves 
very early in fostering the learning center? 

Should the Library/Institute operate such a center independently, or in a continuing 
relationship with one or more partners, or based in a consortium? Or, perhaps with a 
strong advisory body representing some parties likely to have continuing interest or role, 
e.g. major funders. Greater KC and Tmman Heartland Community Foundations, LMKC, 
Independence and several other major school districts, State of Missouri Department of 
Education, representatives of major elected officials, representatives of several chambers 
of commerce, etc. 

Should the learning center seek a direct relationship with curriculum goals of Missouri or 
Kansas? 

How to accommodate the levels of students (high school/college) and other users who are 
unlikely to be able to use the Learning Center for an extended period during the week? 

How to set aside space (where and how much) for a learning center so that we can make 
effective decisions in the months ahead on the work to be done under Federal 
appropriations. How relative to decision to seek support to extend triangle addition to 
lower level? 

Does design and operation of a learning center area relate to design and operation of any 
other areas in the Library, e.g. a separate area for younger students, operation of 
permanent exhibits (perhaps with supplemental educational materials) for school groups, 
set aside of an area where students or others might eat lunch or snacks, etc. 

What are the high potendal spin-off'foilow up programs from a learning center, e.i. 
—Invite several major speakers each year to the Librar/ for presentation where students 
who have used the learning center (and their teachers and parents) are the major audience 
or in which they play a prominent role as panelists, questioners, etc. 
--More intense summer instimtes at the learning center during the summer or during 
school breaks for advanced students or those who cannot attend during school week. 



—Use of present officials/experts/joumalists involved in public affairs as resources for 
programs related to the learning center. 
—Use of the Library's "Student Files" document sets on loan or CD-ROM as pre or post 
learning center visit resources. 
—Development of a corporate membership program whereby groups representing the 
corporate member.have special access to the learning center. 
—Development of some related cases, based on learning center models, which do not 
come from the Tmman period but are related more directly to issues currently facing 
Greater Kansas City. 
—Development of a portable learning center that can be part of a "Truman Tmck" to visit 
communides and groups unable or unlikely to visit the Library. 

TYPICAL LEARNING CENTER SEQUENCE 

A typical sequence for use of the Tmman Library learning center might include the following. 

• Pre-visit: (One day to several weeks) 
-Classroom discussion of materials available on-line from or otherwise supplied 
by the Tmman Librar.' 
-Selection by teacher and students of a case study/decision area, e.g. foreign 
policy, economic policy, social policy, politics. 
-(Perhaps) A visit to selected exhibits in the Tmman Library 

• At the learning center: (Two to six hours) 
-Presentation of the case, players and roles, and description of available 
documentadon by learning center staff (Note: probably two decisions being 
worked on, with half of class assigned to each) 
-Assignment of roles (perhaps done before visit). Note: teachers and parents play 
roles as note takers, information gatherers on request, assist with reconfiguration 
of spaces, and other non-directive roles. 
-Small group work in White House or departmental offices to develop positions 
and options. 
-Discussion in cabinet room presenting posidons and persuading President and 
responding to his questions and concerns (President probably "played" by 
Learning Center staffer highly experienced volunteer.). 
-President announces decision to the participants in cabinet room discussion. 
-Discussion in cabinet room of how to present decision to the press/public. 
-Press conference anjicuncing and explaining decision and responding to 
questions from press. (Group A decision announced by President and explained 
by students, followed by questions from Group 3 acting as press: then Group B 
decision announced and explained, tbllowed by questions from Group A acting as 
press.) 
-(Perhaps) Cntique of decisions and press reacdon in discussion led by President. 



Post-visit: 
-Perhaps additional readings, use of on-line tools, discussion organized by 
teachers and students. 
-Perhaps a presentation to other students or teachers at the school or in the district. 
-General critique and debriefing by students and teachers, with feedback (required 
of all groups) provided to the Tmman Library learning center. 

DECISION CASE EXAMPLE #1 

ISSUE: The Truman Administration and creation of a joint defense agreement with 
European nations. 

KEY QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS: 
What should be the purposes of such an organization? 
Who should be asked to become a member and on what terms? 
How should such a proposal be advanced in the United States and internationally? 
Wliat near term complications should be expected in implementation, and how migiit they 
be overcome? 
WTiat are the potential long term costs and benefits to the United States? To others? 

DECISION POINT: Should the United States advance a proposal for a joint defense 
agreement with certain countries in Europe? If so, what should the proposal be, and how 
should it be described to the American public? 

LOCATIONS: Discussions in the offices of the President's special counsel and in the 
cabinet room. Presentadon of the decision in the press secretary's conference room. 

EXAiVIPLES OF PLAYERS/ROLES 
The President 
The leaders and experts of the Department of State and the Department of Defense 
The key leaders of both parties in the House and Senate 
The President's advisors on politics and on economic affairs 
The ambassadors of European countries and of the Soviet Union 
The press secretary 
Members of the press 

EXAMPLES OF TECHNIQUES 
Each small group is assigned a player to represent. 
Each learner is given a general summary of the case, general background on all the 
individual players, and more detailed infonnation about the characteristics and 
perspective of the player represented. 
All learners are given access to relevant historical documents from the period. 
Learners work in small groups to develop the positions of each role player and to 
participate actively in the major decision point and, if time permits, in the various 
subissues. 



Each group organizes support for its position and prepares arguments to be used in 
presentations to the President. 
The designated "role player"in each group is supported in Cabinet presentadon by 
"members of his staff (the other learners in his group). 
Thg President in announcing his decision often has his major advisors at the podium with 
him to explain or comment. 

ADDITIONAL EXAMPLES OF CASE STUDY ISSUES AND QUESTIONS 

DECISION CASE #2 

President Tmman, at the Potsdam Conference in June 1945, has just learned that the United 
States has successfully tested die fu"st atomic bomb and that several bombs may be ready for use 
in a few weeks. He has asked for your advice on the several quesdons: (A) What, if anything, 
should he now tell Churchill? Stalin? The Japanese? The American pubUc? (B) What are his 
realistic options regarding use of the bombs? (C) Which should he choose when there are bombs 
ready to use? 

PLAYERS/ROLES: 
The President's military advisors 
The President's foreign policy advisors 
Churchill and his advisors 
Stalin and his advisors 
The Japanese government 
The President and his press secretary 
Members of the press 

DECISION CASE #3 

It is September 1, 1945, more than ten days after the United States has dropped the second 
atomic bomb on Nagasaki. The Japanese have not surrendered. The President has asked the 
State Department, the War Department, and his White House Counsel to each present two 
practical options to him and to indicate which is preferred. What opdons should be advanced by 
each? Finally, what should the President do, and what should he say about it to die public? 

PLAYERS/ROLES: 
The President 
The Secretary of State and his advisors 
The Secretary of War and Ids advisors 
The Presidents main White House advisors, including his press secretary 
Members of the press who cover the White House 

DECISION CASE #4 

In the Spring of 1947, to the surprise of the British and the United States, the insurgents in 



Greece have established military control of most of the country, forcing the Greek government to 
flee the counny. What options should be considered by the United States, and what steps should 
then be pursued? 

PECISIO:^ CASE #5 

Former Secretary of Defense Forrestall has committed suicide by jumping from his hospital 
window. The President's Counsel has been notified that Forrestall left a note statmg that his 
death was his only way to draw attention to the fact that the President's unification of the armed 
services was a grave mistake that cannot be implemented effectively and will endanger the safety 
of the country. Should the public be informed of the note? What comment should the President 
make about the death of Forrestall? What other actions should he take? 

DECISION CASE #6 

Secretary of State George Marshall has come to the White House privately on May 13, 1948 to 
inform the President that if the United States recognizes Israel the next day, as now seems likely, 
that he, Marshall, will resign immediately. What should the President say to Marshall? What 
should he do over the next 24 hours? 

DECISION CASE #7 

It is November 10, 1948. As expected. Governor Thomas Dewey of New York has defeated 
Harry Tmman and will become President in late January. What should be President Truman's 
goals for the next 60 days, and how should he seek to achieve them? 

Other prime candidates for decisions: 

• Something hypothetical earlier in Truman's career regarding a Jackson Cotmty decision 
with a strong Pendergast factor. 

Berlin airlift: If Russians act differently or if supplies aren't sufficient to feed Berliners. 

• Cormption issues: How should Tmman react to reports of influence peddling in his 
Administration? 

• Civil rights: Perhaps connected to resistance of military services but better not to 
duplicate decision dieater in museum. Something relating to 1948 election, perhaps a 
major threat by Southern leaders to create a separate party early in 1948. 

• Something on Korea, perhaps involving Mac.Arthur as well. 

• Something of reftigees at end of WWII. 

h:/leaming.cnt/outline.lc - rkc 
a:/outline.lc 
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Film revives Truman s legacy 
yilll>!llTJ I)TI:/»"'n,T "51 'V": 

Documentaiy makes 
its premiere today 
at presidential library. 

By BRIAN BUR NHS 
and ROBERT W BUTLER 
SlaH Writers 

Harry Truman was the last 
35min president. 

So says filmmaker Charles 
Guggenheim, a four-time Oscar 
winner whose last several months 
have been ruled by reels of archival 
footage of the 33rd president. 

The result is Guggenheim's latest 
documentary, "Harry S. Truman, 
1884-1972," which premieres to the 
public today at the Marry S. Tru­

man Library in Independence. 
The striking clarity of some an­

tique images on the library's big 
screen may surprise viewers. One 
reason: the size of film stock used 
by those newsree! photographers 
who tracked Truman in the 1940s 
and 1950s. 

"All those newsrcels were shot in 
35mm, which is a far better quality 
of film than the 16mm film used 
on presidents for the next 20 
years," the filmmaker said in a re­
cent telephone interview from Los 
Angeles. 

The library, now observing its 
40th anniversary, is presenting the 
45-minute orientation film as an­
other installment in its ongoing 
overhaul of permanent exhibits. 
This makeover, expected to contin­

ue for several years, represents a 
determined effort to bring the TVu-
man story to a new, younger audi­
ence. 

"This film gives anyone enough 
to understand a ^ood deal about 
Truman and the importance of his 
presidency," said Truman Library 
Director Larry Hackman. 

Although it can stand alone, the 
filhi ideally will be viewed as part 
of the larger multimedia experi­
ence that the Truman Library in­
tends to ofTer eventually after all of 
its exhibit overhauls are cbmplet-
ed. 

But since those other elements 
aren't there yet, some oversights 
seem glaring. 

For instance, a young woman 
See nun, B-7, Col. 1 

Pholo courlBsy of Truman 1 Ibrni 

Image of Harry S. Truman from the Charles Guggenheim film "Harr 
S.Truman, 1884-1972." 



Film archives oflFer 
Truman narrative 
Continued from B-1 

who bears a striking resemblance 
, to Harry and Bess Truman appears 

now and then, but she's never idcn-
. j t i f ied. 

I •; That's Margaret Truman. Their 
: daughter. 

But that's also just how brutal 
.Guggenheim's time constraints 

J were. Given the crowded narrative 
.. arc of the Truman administration, 

some epochal events do not ap-
-, pear. Truman's considerable record 
.: on civil rights is mentioned only in 

passing, and the 1945 founding of 
4he.. United Nations is mentioned 
not at all. 

~ ~ Tniman's decision to drop the 
. ^omic bomb survives. Much of 

t̂he enduring controversy, howevei; 
^does not. 

- / j ^ " I n a larger film you would be 
-^l^bre sxisceptible to criticism," said 
vriyjaggenheim. "In my film I drop 

bomb in a minute and a half, 
-<ĵ and it's over with." 
w i Still, Guggenheim mourns the 
::| ;Tootage left out. Unlike John F. 

Kennedy or Lyndon Johnson -.— 
: whose presidential libraries also 

• i ' feattire films by Guggenheim — 
.Jr jlxuman was president for nearly 

jj two full terms. 
' ^i^TTruman faced more crises in the 
.i! 5|i20th century than any other occu-
f: tpant of the White House," he ob-
|;:,Sferved. "My first edit had the 

! founding of the U.N. in there. It 
•• yas cut because I had to keep 
X. i bringing down the running time. It 
; t was dreadful. 
: i «^^?a^d McCuUough (the Tru-
" \ man biographer who narrates the 
;; vfilm) and I both anguished over 
:; that." 
• j'vEven so, many images that re-
' main may startle even the Tniman 

^t^'IfeWsreel footage of the 1944 
ji^3emocratic National Convention, 
srlbr mstance, brings new meaning 
*'^^the phrase "smoke-filled room." 

""elegates seated elbow-to-elbow, 
!th wilting collars, make the 
icago convention hall resemble 

nightmarish snake pit of politico 
Truman's alleged reluctance to 
cept the nomination, however 
:batable today, is nevertheless 
Istered by the sight of two 
•ong-armed security guards grab-

iing Tniman, yanking him from 
-.fi»lus. seat and dragging him figura-
JpiByely into history. 

Guggenheim grew up in St. 
Louis and his production company 
is a Missouri corporation, al­
though he moved most of his oper­
ation to Washington, D.C, nearly 
two decades ago. 

At age 73, Guggenheim says he 
probably should retire — but has 
no plans to. He just completed a 
documentary about Norton 
Simon, the eccentric industriaUst 
who amassed the greatest private 
art collection in the U.S. 

Yet it is the untaken photographs 
of Truman and other Kansas City 
historical figures that Giiggenheim 
finds himself thinking about. 

"That's what you cry over," he 
said. 

"Places like Kansas City have 
such a rich history, you wish there 
had been more material,'' he said. 
"We don't revere photographers 
too much in this country as an 
archival source. With all the inusic 
and everything else that went on in 
Kansas City, I just wish there were 
more photographs of the geniuses 
who went through that town." 

Charles Guggenheim 
...only allowed 45 minutes 

• Read more about Hany S. 
Truman's presidency and 
visit the Truman Library on 
line when you go to The 
Stai's site at 
httiK/Arww.kaiisascttyxoni 
and click on Local News. 

kansascity.com 



Uuggetineim also has brought U/ 
the big screen some archival 
Kansas City footage that only re-' 
cenily has become available. Tha^ 
includes glimpses of the construoj 
tioa of the Jackson County Court* 
house in the early 1930s and itlf 
dedication in 1934. : "jS 

The film captures a comparativ|i« 
ly youthful Truman preparing to 
leave his long-time post as Jacluoa 
County presiding judge to report 
to Washington as a new senatoq 
from Missouri. ^ 

The construction footage even 
includes an action shot of a Ready J 
Mixed Concrete truck dumping itsi 
thick wet contents onto the court­
house site. Rarely has the connect. 

^ tion between Truman and Boss-
I Tom Pendergast — who owned" 
Ready Mixed — been so vividly iH 
lustrated. 

"That footage was taken by the 
contractor, who was proud of the 
work he was doing," Guggenheim 
said. "Thank God he gave it.to 
somebody." 

The documentary's initial min-
utes, meanwhile, are front-loadcdl' 
with evidence of the young Tru­
man's diminishing expectations. Jf: 

•'Nothing worked," said Guggen-
heim. "His investments failed. He" 
studied law for a while. BanJdngî  
Even his (Truman's) father didn't-
rhinlf all that much of him " 3"< 

In making his film, Guggenheinu 
opted not to round up the usual', 
subjects to be interviewed on cam-;; 
era. The technique, popularized by^ 
K:n Bums in his Civil War docur i 
mentary, is becoming "rather tire-" 
some," Guggenheim said. 

"You want to transport people, 
into another period of time, an<F 
you can do that with wonderiiiLoldj 
ibotage," Guggenheim said. "Thea^" 
all of a sudden you cut to somd) 
man who is 75 years old, wearing i' 
string tie and a suit he bought t^i^ 
morning at the department storp 
who is reminiscing about it all. ' J 

"That is dramatically destruc .̂ 
tive." 

For Truman buffs, the fihn irir 
trigues because it carries the impmj 
maturs of four principal Trunao; 
scholars working today. -ris 

Richard Kirkendall, now at the' 
Utiiversity of Washington, is con^ 
sidered the dean of Truman. schoL-< 
ars. Biographers Alonzo Hamby 
and Robert H. Fcrrell worked the] 
Truman territory for yean before^ 
David McCullough produced his! 
Pulitzer Pnze-winning biography' 
in 1992. .-; 

Among documentary filmmak-j 
ers, Guggenheim is almost a brand' 
name. For more than 30 years hiy' 
ireatment of topics has b«en con-' 
sistently trenchant. His ;"irst film,]] 
"Nine from Little Rock." exam-': 
ined the lives of che nine .African-̂  
.\mericans who intsgrited an 
Arkansas high school in 1957. I t ' 
•Mon the first ot" 'nis four .Academy.̂  
Awards. 
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President Truman and Secretary of State Marshall confer at 
a giobe in the Oval Office, November 1947. 
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/Ki99ion Statement 
Project WhistleStop will create a virtual community 
of teachers and students engaged in authentic and 
challenging learning projects supported by new 
teaching and learning resources built on the original 
source materials of the Harry S. Truman Library 
and Museum. 

Build an on-line database of primary sources 
for student research projects. 
Create learning experiences that combine 
onginal sources and technology. 
Create an interactive electronic communica­
tions system to permit student research. 
Design a professional development plan that 
builds the expertise of the participating 
teaching cadre. 
Expand the learning to other schools via 
electronic media. 

"This Library will belong to the people of the United States. My 
papers will be the property of the people and be accessible to 
them. And this is as it should be. The papers of the Presidents 
are among the most valuable sources of material for history. 
They ought to be preserved, and they ought to be used." 

^ 1 

Student (Zenteied 
jZeainin^ 

Teachers and students are learning together 
effective ways to research using modern technology 
and primary sources from the past. 

Students are developing projects based on primary 
sources from the Harry S. Truman Library and 
Museum which they found on the Project 
WhistleStop web site. Other students are e-mailing 
student partners from another district about their 
research ideas. Groups are designing ways to share 
their new knowledge through presentations, plays, 
web pages, and video productions. 

Teachers from four districts are working together to 
develop methods to help their students grow in 
project based learning by using primary sources and 
new technology. They are sharing ideas with stu­
dents on how to analyze political cartoons, pictures, 
letters, official documents and artifacts. 

Preservice teachers are journaling with mentors 
about teaching strategies and with students regard­
ing their projects. 

... All of this is possible because of 

"Project WhistleStop" 
Visit our web site: 

http://www.whistlestop.org 

See what we are doing. Tfien plan to use the 
documents and ideas in your classroom. 



Tfie School District of Independence, Missouri 
Blue Springs R-IV School District, Missouri 
Lee's Summit R-7 School District, 
Missouri 
Platte County R-lll School District, 
Missouri 
Harry S. Truman Library and Museum 
University of Missouri-Columbia 
Research & Training Associates 
The Kansas City Regional Professional 
Development Center 
Central Missouri Regional Professional 
Development Center 
The ML! Regional Professional Development 
Center 
The Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education 
Apple Computer Inc. 
Coca Cola Bottling Company of Mid-
America 
Southwestern Bell 

Project WhistleStop 
1231 S. Windsor 

Independence, MO 64055 
e-mail kvest@indep.kl2.mo.us 

Fax: 816-252-4917 
phone: 816-252-6436 

http://www.whistlestop.org 
Kathleen Vest - coordinator 
Marcia Haskin - director 
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\arry S.Tr ruman Library 
500 West LIS Highway 24 Independence MO 64050-1798 

December 31, 1997 

Ms. Roberta Greene 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
Room 100 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20501 

Dear Bobbie: 

I thought you would like to see these clippings from our kick off for the fiftieth anniversary 
observance. We had all four Kansas City television stations here for the press conference. 

I hope you and Davey and Neil are having a terrific holiday season. We had a good visit with 
Kate and Alex in New York, with lots of good museum going, restaurants, walks, dance, theatre, 
and so on. 

Best wishes for 1998. 

Sincerely yours. 

H \CKMAN 

Enclosures 

P.S. Wonder if the President and Mrs. Clinton would like to watch Charles Guggenheim's film 
on Harry Truman some time. We could loan a 35mm print for them if they want to watch it. 

A I'rcsideiiliiil Lihriii y .^(liniiiislcrcd l>v Ihc Niilioiuil .•\>chiiX'S iiiiil AVco/vA Acliuiiiislnilioii 



MID-AMERICA/METRO JO WcdiKStlav. December 24. 19')7 p o 
The K.insiis Cuv St;ir 

Celebrating the birth of a nation 
Year of events in area 
to mark anniversary 
of Israel's statehood. 
By KATIE WANG 
staff Writer 

On Tuesday, shortly before the 
first evening of Hanukkah, Kansas 
City organizers unveiled plans for a 
yearlong commemoration of the 
50th anniversary of the modem 
state of Israel. 

Kansas City Mayor Emanuel 
Qeaver will go to Israel in March, 
and an April visit to this area has 
been scheduled by Abba Eban, Is­
rael's first ambassador to the Unit­
ed States. 

The trips highlight a series of 
events sponsored by the Truman 
Library and the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Kansas City 

Truman was the first world 
leader to grant recognition to the 
Jewish state on May 14, 1948, just 
minutes after Israel proclaimed it­
self an independent nation. 

"Truman's recognition of Israel 
was by no means an easy decision 
for him to make," Larry Hackman, 
library director, said at a news con­
ference. "The Department of State, 
including the highly respected Sec­
retary of State George Marshall, 
advised against it ." 

Former Mayor Richard L. 
Berkley and Jewish community ac­
tivist Pella Fingersh are spearhead­
ing the events, which include an 
April exhibit of artifacts relating to 
Truman and the Kansas City Jew­
ish community. 

The Truman Library also will 
open an exhibit, "1948: Year of 
Turmoil and Triumph," which 
highlights landmark events, includ­
ing the recognition of Israel. 

••Recognizing Israel was one of 
President Truman's most impor­
tant decisions in a year of many 
important decisions," said Hack-
man, referring to the BerUn Airhft, 
deseeregation of the armed forces 
and Truman's election campaign. 

In March, Cleaver and Rabbi 
Michael Zedek will lead a group of 
Kansas City community leaders to 
Israel for a one-week visit. Kansas 
City and the Israeli city of Ramie 
formed a sister-city partnership in 
October. Cleaver will formalize the 
agreement on his visit. 

In September. Joseph Persico, 
.luthor of Nuremberg: Infamy n 
Trial, will speak on the trials of 
Nazi war cnminals. 

Truman's recognition of Israel was by no means 
an easy decision for him to make," Larry Hackman, 
Truman Library director, said Tuesday at a news 

JIM BARCUS/Special to The Star 

conference announcing a yearlong commemora­
tion of the country's 50th anniversary by the library 
and tfie Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Here is a calendar of local events celebrating 

Israel's 50th anniversary in 1998: 

Jan. 9-11: Israeli Uriel Segal conducts 
Tchaikovsky with the Kansas City Symphony at 
the Lyric Theatre. 

Feb. 28, March 1, 5, 7 and 8: Musical "Milk 
and Honey" at the Jewish Community Center. 

March 1-10: Community mission to Israel. 
Mayor Emanuel Cleaver and Rabbi Michael 
Zedek are honorary tour leaders. 

March 15: Israeli musician Yehucah Hanani 
and the Kansas City Camarata at the Unity 
Temple. 

March 17: Kibbutz Contemporary Dance 
Company at the Folly Theater. 

March 18: Batsheva Dance Company, Lied 
Center, University of Kansas. Lawrence. 

April 19: Abba Eban, Israel's first ambas­
sador to the United States, speaks at the Tru­
man Library. 

April 29: Communitywide celebration of Israel 
Independence Day, Congregation Beth Shaiotn. 

May 2: Israeli musical group Habrera Hativeet 
at Johnson County Comrriunity College. 

May 8-9: Israeli author Ze'ev Chafets, Con­
gregation Beth Shalom. 

June 11-26: Family mission to Israel. 

Sept. 3: Josepnn Persico. author of Nurem­
berg: Infamy on Trial, speaks at the Truman Li­
brary. 

•Nov. 14-16: Co'jr.cil of .Jewish Federation.s 
General Assen'ciy :n Israel 

Nov. 29 - Dec. !3: •T-..<!:r!;,5sioris. ' isrneii .-.it 
snow at "he Js'.v;;.-: ••J'.:i7i;iiunitv Center. 

The commemoration also will be 
spotlighted on the library's Wt.'b 

sid; *vww.lbjllb.utL'\a>.i.'ilii ruman. 
lier.' i-.iiiKlreds of '.<̂ -: 'lvH.:i:r.,'i-.' 

•he I'luiiK'.n i ir-
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9 Truman and Israel 
Former president's role in nation's birtli will be highlighted. 

The 50th anniversary of the modem state of 
Israel next year has special tneaning to histori­
ans and others with an interest in the career of 
former President Harry S. Truman. Truman, 
making one of the most crucial decisions in in­
temational affairs of his presidency, was the first 
world leader to recognize the Jewish state. His 
support put the prestige of the United States be­
hind the new nation. 

Truman's bold decision put him at odds with 
his widely respected Secretary of State George 
Marshall, whom the president held in high re­
gard. Other members of the Cabinet questioned 
Tnmian's move. 

Nonetheless Truman proceeded on the course 
that he thought was in the best interest of the 
United States as well as the Jewish people. It was 
this decision, as well as others that sometimes 
ran against the popular political current of the 
day, that brought him worldwide acclaim for 
forthright and courageous leadership. 

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of Israel, the 
Traman Library and Museum in Independence 
and the Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas 
City will offer a year-long program of events 
and exhibitions. American recognition of Israel 
will be part of the library's major exhibition of 
significant events of the Truman presidency in 
1948; others include desegregation of the armed 
forces, the Berlin Airlift and Truman's "whistle 

stop" election campaign. 
Abba Eban, a prominent figure in Israel's his­

tory and that country's first ambassador to the 
United States, will appear at the library in April. 
Eban will discuss his observations of Truman 
and the relationship between the U.S. and Israel 
in the early years of the new state. He is one of 
several individuals who will speak during the 
1998 commemoration. 

Israel, despite immediate threats to its exis­
tence in 1948 and persistent hostility from 
neighboring countries for decades after that, still 
managed not only to survive but to thrive. 

Israel became a champion for Jews around the 
world, offering protection for those who were 
oppressed. Its successes in agriculture, education 
and many other areas have served as a source of 
inspiration for people in many parts of the 
world. 

From the American perspective, Israel lived up 
to Truman's hopes by becoming a strong U.S. 
ally in an important but unstable region. It 
serves as the only real democratic model in the 
Middle East. 

The plans in the Kansas City area to celebrate 
Israel's birth and Truman's crucial decision 50 
years ago should enhance public understanding 
of events that have proved to have a lasting im­
pact on the Middle East and the world. 
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Wednesday, December 24,1997 

to Jiitpuir 
of lirael In '98 
By Frank McClsary 
The Examiner' .' 

Harry Truman didn't listien to 
his advisers i i i May 1948, IncludV 
ing Secretary of State George 
Marshall. 

He ignored the advice of his Ca­
binet members and, on May 14, 
1948, recognized the state of Is­
rael moments after it was 
established. 

"This Government has been in­
formed that a Jewish state has 
been proclaimed in Palestine, and 
recognition has been requested 
by the provisional Government, 
thereof," Truman wrote in a type­
written memo with handwritten 
corrections. "The United States 
recognizes the provisional gov­
ernment as the de facto authority 
of the new State of Israel." 

Fifty years later, the Harry S. 
Truman Library and th6 Jewish 
Federation, of Greatisr) Kansas 
City will commemorite the an­
niversary of Israel's founding 
throughout 1998 with several ex­
hibitions and events at the library 
and throughout the Kansas City 
area. 

"Recognizing Israel was one of 

Truman's most'important deci­
sions Iri a year of important deci­
sions," said Larry Hackman, l i ­
brary dlrectSf!' 

Former Kansas City Mayor Ri­
chard Berkeley and Jewish Com­
munity activist Pella Fingersh 
are the to-chairs of the Israel 50 
Committee for the federation. 

"We all owe a debt of gratitude 
to Harry Truman for his determi-

. nation. . . of what needed to be 
done," Berkeley said. 

In April, the library will open a 
major exhibition that highlights 
four key events from 1948, Hack-
man said. Those events include 
the establishment and recogni­
tion of Israel, desegregation of 
the. armed forces, the Berlin air­
lif t , and Truman's "Whistle-stop" 
campaign against Thomas Dewey 
in the 1948 election. 

On April 19, Abba Eban, Israel's 
first ambassador to the United 
States and later ambassador to 
the United Nations, will speak at 
the library. Eban will speak about 
the United States' recognition of 
Israel and the early relationship 
between the two countries. 

The library will lend several ar-
Please see LIBRARY, Page 7 

! A .A. 

of 1:948 
From Page 1 
tifacts and documents to the Skir­
ball Cultural Center in Los 
Angeles for an exhibition en­
titled, "Truman and Israel." The 
exhibition wil l run April 20 
through Aug. 30. Among the 
loaned items will be the Torah 
and Torah case given to Truman 
by Dr. Chaim Weizmann, Israel's 
first president. 

In September, the library will 
be ho.st for several speakers about 
Israel. On Sept. 3, Joseph Persico, 

author of "Nuremberg: Infamy on 
Trial," will speak about the trials 
ofNaziwarcrihiinals.OnSept. 10, 
Greg Bradsher, an expert on do­
cumentation related to the Nazi 
gold claims by relatives of Jews 
killed during the Holocaust, will 
speak on that subject. On Sept. 
17, Michael T. Benson, author of 
"Harry S. Truman and the Found­
ing of Israel," will speak about his 
interpretation of Truman's deci­
sion to recognize Israel. 

The library also has expanded 

its home page on the Internet to 
include articles and documents 
from its archives about the recog­
nition of Israel. The home page 
includes photographs, back­
ground information, chronology 
and bibliographies. The page is 
located at: 

www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/truman/ 

Among the events sponsored 
by the Jewish Federation of Grea­
ter Kansas City are a community 
mission to Israel in which Kansas 

City Mayor Emanuel Cleaver and 
Rabbi Michael Zedek will partici­
pate. The mission will be from 
March 1 to 10. 

On April 29, the federation will 
sponsor a communitywide celeb­
ration of Israel's Independence 
Day at 5:30 p.m., at Congregation 
Beth Shalom in Kansas City. The 
event will include a memorial ser­
vice for Israeli soldiers killed in 
battle. In June, the federation will 
sponsor a family mission to 
Israel. 
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11-1 
J Museutti'inS^£'3eWIsh:Federa-
dbn of'Grleat^tvKansas City will 
jointly ra^Mdrate the SOth an­
niversary "of'the foundlng'of the 
'modettfstate of IsraeVnextiywjr. • •• >f1 

It was on May 14: •'1948, that;! 
President Trunuin's'tohoutKjenient^l 

^ made the 'Uriit(ia'*S«lte9vtlief"'flrst ! i 
country to recttfehlSfr' the'-new na-..*l 
tion — virlthlh ttinUtes ttf It's procla- » 
matioti.fia'-^^^"-i;^ • •' VP iX 

..... The*Truman xibrary^' plans a \ \ 
year-long variety or events;"'pro-
urains and exhibitions to cOinrnem-
orate'tha anntVtffsaryj-TKe Jewish 
Federation will 4l)(>iitbr-at commu­
nity cetebratioa of.Israeli Indepen-

' l h ! L ^ ^ " " ^ " ^ ^5'?-rJtH,Wiih scroll, y»d(polnter) and 

day at a ceremony at the Tnunan . 
nouncement was timed to coincide 

.with the Intemational klckoff of Is­
rael's SOth armiversary events on 
the Tirst night of Chanukah, Dec. 
23.1997. 

"Truman's recognition of Israel 
was by no means an easy decision^ 
for him to make," said library di­
rector Larry Hackman. "The De-
panment of:State, Including highly 
respected Secretary of State 

'Wabmann, firsi president of tho 
'."state oflsrael, on May 2S, 1948. 
ThMM Horns, along wtth seven oth­
ers, are being loened to the SUrtMll 
: museum In Loe Angeles as part ol 
the "Ihiman and Israel'' exhibit that 
will ran AprirZO through Aug. 30, '98. 

. George Marshall, advised against 
It, as did much of his cabinet. But 
by May 14 he had decided it was 
the right thing to do, and so he did 

SMlOHiPqelOA 
•.\\v 
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TRUMAN/Federation, HST Library plan anniversary events 
From Page 1A 
it." 

In April, the Truman Library will open a 
major exhibition highlighting some of the land­
mark events and decisions that happened in 
1948, including the recognition of Israel. "1948: 
Year of Turmoil and Triumph" will also recall 
the Berlin airlift, the desegregation of U.S. 
armed forces, and Truman's famous "whistle 
stop" campaign against Thomas Dewey. 

The library will also display a small group of 
artifacts relating to Harry Truman and the 
Jewish community of Greater Kansas City, in­
cluding Truman's friend and former business 
partner Eddie Jacobson, who is said to have 
been the main influence behind Truman's deci­
sion to recognize Israel. 

Abba Eban here 

On April 19, 1998, Abba Eban, Israel's first 
ambassador to the United States, and later am­
bassador to the United Nations, will speak at 
the Truman Library. He will share his recollec­
tions of President Trumem. 

Also in April, an exhibition on the United 
States' recognition of Israel will open at the 
Skirball Cultural Center in Los Angeles, draw­
ing on important artifacts and documents 
loaned to the new museum of Jewish culture by 
the Truman Library. Of special note is the Torah, 
Torah case and silver yad (pointer) given to Presi­
dent Truman by Dr Chaim Weizmann, Israel's first 
president. The Skirball exhibition, "Truman and Is­
rael" runs April 20 through Aug. 30. 

In September, the Truman Library will bring 
several additional speakers to the Kansas City area 
as part of the anniversary. Joseph Persico, author of 
"Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial," will speak on Sept. 
3 about the trials of Nazi war criminals. On Sept. 10, 

Photo Courresty of Bro^vn-S^'ore. 
In May 1948, Israeli President Chaim Weizman (right) presented 
a Torah scroll to President Harry S.Truman as a symbol of Is­
rael's gratitude for American support of the new nation. 

Greg Bradsher, an expert on documentation relate-̂ ? 
to the Nazi gold claims issue, will speak on that sub­
ject. On Sept. 17, Dr Michael T. Benson, author of 
the new book "Harry S. Truman and the Founding 
of Israel," will present his new interpretation of 
Truman's decision. 

The Truman Library is also expanding its Web 
site, at http:/7www,lbjlib.utexas.edu/triiman, to in­
clude a special new section relating to the recogni­
tion of Israel. Visitors to the site will have access to 

photographs, background information, ;\ 
chronology and bibliography, as well as a link 
to "Project Whistle Stop," which contains 
scanned copies of hundreds of key documents 
from the collections of the Truman Library 
relating to the formal recognition of the state 
of Israel. 

Resources available 

The Truman Library is working to increase 
public awareness of the resources it has avail­
able to students and teachers, both at the l i ­
brary and online. As part of that initiative, the 
library is partnering with the Midwest Center 
for Holocaust Education to sponsor the 1998 
White Rose essay contest. It encourages stu­
dents to explore the obligations and opportu­
nities that confronted both Holocaust sur­
vivors and the United States under the leader­
ship of Harry S. Truman following World War 
I I . For more information about the contest, 
call the MCHE at 327-8190. 

The Truman Library is also preparing a 
special souvenir booklet on President Truman 
and the United States' recognition of Israel, as 
well as framed copies of President Truman's 
recognition announcement and a photo of 
President Truman and President Weizmann. 
For more information on these items, call the 

Truman Library Institute at (816) 833-0425. 
The Truman Library and Museum, one of 10 

presidential libraries administered hy the National 
Archives and Records Administration, is located nt 
U.S. Highway 24 and Delaware Street in Indepen­
dence, Mo. For more information, call the Ti uman 
Library at (816) 833-122.5 or visit the Trunmn I,i 
brary's Web site n; 
http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edu'rrurnan 
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Washingtoiv D.C 20500 
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December 15,1997 

DearDebra, 

It was an honor and a pleasure to have breakfast with you on November 21st at the 
special brealcfast for clergy from around the country, which took place in the East 
Wing at the White House. 

It was a particular pleasure to visit with and to hear how hard you work to link the 
Jewish community's interest together with those of the President Thank you for 
making me fee at home and for working so hard to make the day into the memorable 
moment that it was. 

I had mentioned at the time that oiu- commimity is running what I believe to be a very 
special opportunity to simultaneously cortunemorate the SOth anniversary of the State 
of Israel with the 50th anniversaiy of the United States' recognition of the State of 
IsraeL This combination of a Jewish communal celebration, and a moment for 
America to give pause to its important role in bringing about this modem day miracle, 
makes this event oi>e that I believe the President would find most appealing. The 
event will take place at the Harry S. Truman Library in Independence, Missouri We 
would like to schedule the event for mid May, 1998, and would be willing to 
accommodate the President's schedule in order to have the honor of his presence here 
in Kanseis City. 

Debra, I realize that you are intmdated with requests for the President's attendance at 
such events; however, I really do believe that in this case, there is an opportunity not 
only for Jewish reflection on this holy occasion, but for American celebration of the role 
we have played in bringing about some of the most signifiomt changes of this past 
century. 

I hope to hear a positive response from yoii, or die President, at your earliest 
convenience. I3vish you a happy Chanukah. 

Schweuiz 
Park, KS. 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL ABRAHAM & VOLINER 
9900 ANTIOCH ROAD • OVERLAND PARK, KS 66212 
TELEPHONE: (913) 341-2444 • FAX: (913) 341-2467 
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In the path of our fathers' 
CONGREGA TION BETH ISRAEL ABRAHAM & VOUNER 

Moray R. Schwirte 
RABBI 

MircChervitz 
PRESIDENT 

omcERS 

Ellen Dlmbert 
Vice President - Finance 

Cheryl Gold 
Vice President - Programming 

Steve Horak 
Vice Prwident: MirobOThip 

Mort Singer 
Vice President - House 

MeiTill B. Goldberg 
Recording Secretary 

Dong Fay 
Treasurer 

Afiiliated with: 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregitions of Amcrici 

HonpraWc Bill dinton 
He White House 
1600 Pennsjivania Avenue, N.W. Ŵ̂̂^̂  :̂ 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

December 15,1997 

Dear Mr. President, -

It was a pleasure and a honor to be invited to have break&st with you this past November 21st, as a 
rtpresenlative of the clergy of the United States. I think that all of us felt the great burden of 
responsibility which is upon your shoulders and sensed the sincerity in which you approached us in an 
efiFort to accomplish your goals, to bring about your dreams. That experience reminded me of all the best 
things that our country stands for. 

I write to you on behalf of the Jewish Community of Greater Kansas Gty. We invite you to come to the 
Truman Libraiy in Indqsendence, Missouri, in mid M ^ 1998, to observe together with us the SOth 
anniversaiy of the United States recognition of IsraeL We hope that you will visit the hl)rary and will 
deliver an s ît^riate address here. . : i:: 

It was on May 14th, 1948 that President Tnmian made one of his most one of his most difficult decisions 
to extend recognition to the new Jewish State. As a result of his statement, the United States became the 
first nation to so recognize Israel. Your visit to Hany Truman's hometown on or near May 14th would 
be a truly fitting mTnite to his great decision, and perhaps one of the most monumental contributions the 
United States made to the establishment of the State of Israel. 

I know that there are many requests being put forth for your attendance at such celdjrations. I know that 
it must be a diflScult decision, to choose where to go, where to put your priorities. I beUeve, however, 
that this combination of celdjrations; of the large Jewish community together with a national institute, 
Ubraiy, and musoim established in honor of one of the greatest presidents <rf this coundy would be an 
excellent way for an American President to mark this occasion, in a truly American way. 

It would be a great honor and the high-Ught of the SOth anniversary to have you here next May. We hope 
that you will let us know soon whether you'll consider this request so we may begin to prepare for your 
visit 

brey Schwartz 
id Pailc, Kansas 

cc: Ruth Bigus 
Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City 

9900 ANTIOCH ROAD / OvERi-AND PARK, KS 66212 
PHONE: 913-341-2444 / FAX: 913-341-2467 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE OF MISSOURI 

JEFFERSON CITY 
65101 

M E L C A R N A H A N STATE CAPITOL 
GOVERNOR Febmaiy 17, 1998 ROOM2P6 

( 5 7 3 ) 7 5 1 - 3 2 2 2 

Dr. LaiTyJ. Hackman, Director 
Hany S. Truman Library 
500 West U.S. Highway 24 
Independence, MO 64050-1798 

Dear LaiTy: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter 1 received from the White House 
Scheduling Office. As you can see, it is most non-committal. If you 
wish me to expend further effort on this, please give me more 
particulars and request me to do so. 

Very truly yours, 

. / / > \ / / / 

/ 
Mel CaiTiahan 

MC/sa 

Enclosure 



THE WHITE H O U S E r-r-.> 

FEB 1.3 1998 W A S H I N G T O N 

GOVERNORS OFFICE 
February 3, 1998 

\ 
The Honorable Mel Carnahan 
Governor of the State of Missouri 
O f f i c e of the Governor 
J e f f e r s o n C i t y , Missouri 65101 

Dear Governor Carnahan: 

On behalf of President C l i n t o n , thank you f o r i n v i t i n g the 
President t o address the Truman L i b r a r y I n s t i t u t e f o r N a t i o n a l 
and I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s i n Independence, Mis s o u r i . 

The White House i s p r e s e n t l y unable t o confirm the 
President's a v a i l a b i l i t y i n May of 1998. You w i l l be contacted 
when f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n becomes a v a i l a b l e . 

Please know t h a t President C l i n t o n appreciates your i n t e r e s t 
and t h a t your request w i l l continue t o receive c a r e f u l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . Should you need f u r t h e r scheduling assistance, 
please f e e l f r e e t o contact my o f f i c e . 

S i ncerely, 

Stephanie S. S t r e e t t 
A s s i s t a n t to the President 
D i r e c t o r of P r e s i d e n t i a l Scheduling 

SSS/jxz 
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August 12, 1997 

The Honorable Bill Clinton 
President of the United States 
The Wliite House 
1600 Pennsylvania .A.ve., NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

[ write on behalf of the Harry S. Truman Library and the Truman Library Institute for National and 
hitemational Affairs. We invite you to come to the Truman Library in mid-May, 1998 to observe 
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United States recognition of Israel. We hope that you will visit the 
Library and will deliver an appropriate address here. 

It was on May 14, 1948 that President Truman made one of his most difficult decisions - to extend 
de facto recognition to the new Jewish state. As a result of his statement (facsimile attached) the 
United States became the first nadon to so recognize Israel. Your visit to Harry Tniman's home 
town on or near May 14 would be a fitting tribute to his great decision. 

We are planning a wide range of other activities to mark this anniversary, including a major exhibit 
at the Library on the many important events of 1948, not only the recognition of Israel but also 
desegregation of the armed Services in July, and the great Whistle Stop campaign and upset of 
Thomas Dewey in the Fall. Other plans include a special section of our World Wide Web home 
page devoted to documents and events related to the United States' recognition of Israel; an essay 
contest cosponsored with the Midwest Holocaust Education Center; a Spring 1998 lecture by former 
Israeli Ambassador, Abba Eban; a visit here by the President of Israel; and a variety of other 
programs in cooperation with the Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City. 

It would be a great honor — and the highlight of the Fiftieth Anniversary ~ to have you here next 
May. We hope that you will let us know soon whether you will consider this request so that we 
may begin to plan for your visit. 

Sincerely yours, cc: 
Official File(LJH-2)/ 
LJH Reading 
Reading 

LARRY J. HACKMAN KMoms 
Director NLT:LJH:rkc 

Enclosures 

cc: John Carlin, .Archivist of the United States 
Willard S. Boyd, President, Tniman Library Institute 
Senator Thomas Eagleton, President Emeritus, Truman Library Institute 



hrryS. Truman Library 
500 We.sl U.S Highway 24 Independence MO 64050-1798 

September 16, 1997 

Ms. Roberta Greene 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
Room 100 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20501 

Dear Bobbie: 

Congratulations on your appointment! What an exciting opportunity. It was great to hear that 
you are doing something important, something you are enjoying and something that also seems 
manageable from a personal standpoint. I hope that your work continues to meet all these 
criteria. 

I have attached a copy of the invitation to our Fortieth Birthday Celebration which features the 
premiere of Charles Guggenheim's film. I ' l l send you a video as soon as we have run off die 
VHS copies from the master. You can then tell Charles what you think when you see him. He 
will be out here this weekend for the opening. 

As promised, I'm also enclosing a copy of my recent letter to President Clinton re the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of United States recognition of Israel. I hope that you can promote this from your 
end, and get me some early reading on whether this will be considered seriously. 

I'll continue to ponder the issues you raised relating to staffing and preparations for a future 
Clinton Library and 1 will look forward to seeing you when I am next in Washington. 

Best regards. 

LARRY J. HACKMAN 

Enclosures 
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