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(Continurd From Paye 7)
inmnta on national TV, Fepring  “big edit” from CRS censors,
( enerman produccrs asked the band to da 4 retake. The group
refuged. and the song aired in full.

While US. television scrves up a regular diet of sizzle and
gruel. there's s whole cange of options not on the menu. You ean
turn off what's tasteless, bul 2 children's TV advocste Peggy
Chisrren observes, “You can't tumn on what's not theru.”

Jerr CoHen
Jeff Cohan is the divector of the media waich growp FAIR and co-author
of Wizards of Media Ot (Cammon Covrage).

His Way

rank Sinatra, who died May 14 st 82, wasn't sjways a Ropubli-

can. [n 1945, when he was thin and 30. he won 8 special Acad-

any Award for The House I Live In, a short (iim in which he

tid a gang of street-comer kids that racial and religious differ-

ences “meke no differcuce except to & Nazi or somebody who
stupid” He sang sbout “The people that | wark with/The worken
that L meet... The right tp speak my mind out/ That's- America to
me." Sinatrn war a salwart of Popular Front cultire; When white
students in Gary, Indiana, boycotted classes fo protest the integra-
tion of theic high schonl, Sinnue spoke  the school mditorium
and sang *“The Houge [ Live In." In 1947 he published an open
Jecrer vo Henry Wallace in The New Republic, urging tim to run for
President to- ke up the fight we fike to think of as ours—the fight
for folerance, which is the basls of any fight for psace.”

Then came the crackdown. Right-wing papers stanted calling
him “'a pgwn of fellow travelers.” tn the cight years following
“The Hotfse I Livo In." Sinstra was named twelve times in
HUAC hearings. The Now York Times Index has oaly one entry
for Sinata in 1949: “Sioatra, Frank; Sve US-Espionage.”

The pundits called it “Prank’ big nosedive.” The Hearst
gossip columnists went after bim; in 1947 he ponched one of the
roost abusive, Lee Mortimer, a1 Ciro's in Holtywood. The Hearst
papers ma whole pages on the punch, and on the crooner’s po-
litical problems; one headline read “Sinatra Paces Probe on
Red Ties” Sinama ssid Mortdmer had called him a “dago.” Mor-
timer had been mmying in his column thet HUAC regarded
Sinates as “one of Hollywood's leading travelers on the road of
Red fascism.” He pledged to “continue to fight the promotion
of class struggle or foreign isma pasing as entertainment’'=—
\ike ““The House [ Live In."

Then Columbia records asked Sinama to give back his advance,
MGM released him from his film contract, he was fired from his
(ndia show and his agent dropped him. His carerr, like those of g0
many other victims of McCarthyism, was in nuins.

His comeback hegan with From llere ta Erernity in 1953 Hr
returned 1o politics, now as a good Demacret, He canpaligned
for Stcvenson in 1956—at a Hollywood Palladium rally he sang
“The House ) Live In." [a the 1960 clection, his “High Hopes"
wan the official Kennedy campaign song. He had u second project
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that vear. starter! shortty afer F.onnedy wnn the Mew Hawpichire
primary: breaking the Haltywaod hiacklist that had been in furee
gince 1047, “Sinatra Defies Writer Blacklia/Nlires Alhert Malix.”
a New York Thmes headline read. Malt2 had written *“The Jlonce )
Live In" aad then refused to name namas==for which hc served
time in s fedcral penitentiary.

The Hearst papers went afier Sinatra again, pointing it that
the onctime red was working for Kennedy. Harry Colin; head of
Columbia, shouted at Sinatra, “They're calling you a fucking
communist!” He reapanded by taking out a full-page ad in The
New York Times defending his sction. But Joe Kennedy said if
Sinatrs didn't fire Meltz he couldn’t bo part of the campsign. He
did what he was told, but it maust have embittered him.

Sinatra’s greatest music comes from the fiftics and curly sixties,
the ring-a-ding years whon he recorded the brash and irresistible
Songs for Swingin' Lovers and Only the Lonely, prabubly his
grestest afbum—revishing and vulnerable baliad singing. Duning
the sixties he posed sh sdult aliernative to youth culure—the
middle-aged male ns a potent, experienced swinger. He was

capable of being both abusive and tender. At the height of Rat

Pack power be irtegrated his nightclub ot by inchuding Semmy
Davis Jr—a groundbreaking move for a big-name white per-
former. A live recording shows the running gag: Sinatra teiling
Davis tn g off the stage, and Davis asking if he conld atay.
Tinally [2avie said, “May | affec some jrperannatione for yot nice
folks? My fires impression, Mr. Foank Sinatra.”

Sinatra; “He’s just—you’ll excuse the expression—a carhon
copy.” The audience roared.

When Sinatra finally sang a duet with Davis, it was “Me and
My Shadow” They did it together for years. The man who had
sung about racial harmony in 1945 didn'tsound 3o sweet snymore.

In 1971 Sipstra announced he was retiring. “The princlpal ac-
tivity of his revrement years." John Rockwell has writien, “was his
political shift from left to right.” The turning point seems 1o have
come in 1972, when tho House crime comnitios subpoenscd him
sud oonfronted him with testimony about his mob tics.

“That's all hearsay, isa't is7" Sinetrs anked. “Yes, it is,” the
comumittee counsel conceded

Tust before he testified, Smatra published an Op-Bd piece io
The New York Times, The subpoena, he argued Was an cxample
of government oppression of the little guy. It was time fo get big
government off our backs—time 1o becare & Reagon Republican.
“It didn"t gall him as much as he had thought it would" wrate
gossip columaist Exrl Wilson.

The Detmocrats be had suppotted all bis lifo never invited him
to the White House. but in 1973 Nixon did—the President wha
bad begun his career as 8 member of HUAC from 1946 to 1950,
the sanie HUAC that smeared Sinatra. Sivaun sang “The House
[ Live In" and Nivon smiled. Almost three decades earlier Sinairn
had sung it m newly iniegrated high achanls. When the White
House program ended, people in the roam naticed Sinamm was in
tears. Jon WipnAR

Jon Wiener '(.IA-I- H‘i‘tﬁﬂ@i&(ﬁl&dﬁ). a Nation contrinaring edltor, teacher
Aistory at the Universily of Califurnia. Irvine.




