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inmntn on n.iion«l T '̂. TcuHng » "H«g rrom Cl̂ S cen.̂ m̂ . 
(.tPfrmnn producer aiked the bitivl to «ln A feliike. Thf: frwip 
rcnised nnd «he song •ired in full. 

While U.S. television itervei up « regular djel of »iwlo nnd 
gruel. Iherr^ a whole nnge of oplions nol on the menu. Ymi can 
turn off what̂  laJtelem, bul M chiltlren * TV advocate Peggy 
Cbarrrn objerves. "Yoy can't turn on whet's not then;." 

J w COHEN 

JtffCohvn it ikt rffteewr ofiht medtt MUidt groHP MJR and co'tuiher 
nf WizBT̂ i of Media Ot (Common Cwe*J 

His Way 

f
renk Sidatta, who died Mey 14 at 82, wasn't a|way» a Rcp̂ ibU-
con. In 1945, when he was (hin and 30. he won a special Acad­
emy Aw»d for TTie Ht>vtt I Live In, A short film in which he 
B>ld a gang gf street-comer kid« that ladal end religioua dlfler-
eac«8 "Jpake no diQereooe atcept (o a Nazi or somebody wbo% 

stnpid." Ho Ceng about "The people that I work wiflv/The woiteen 
that I meet.. .The Hgttt to apeak my mind out /Thatis America to 
me."' Sin-iffl WM a andwBft of Pcipular Front tullMPe: When while 
students in Gafy, Indiana, boycotted classes to prolest the intep»-
Hon of their higli school, Sinaoa spolco in Ihe school andifortum 
and sang "The HoHpe I Live In " In 1947 he published »n open 
letter to Heqt> WJlaoe in Tht Afcw Rtpuhlic, urging ™»> fw 
President to "lake up the fight w« like to think of aa oui»—<he fight 
for tolcnuiGo, which is the basis of aiv fight <w peace." 

Then come the crackdown. Right-wing papers aianed ealling 
him "a piw of follow travelers." In tho eight years following 
•The House I Live In," Sinatra waa named twelve times in 
HUAC havings. Tht Now York Times la in has only one entiy 
for Sinatra in 1949; "Sinatra, Ftaok; Sue US-Espionage." 

The pundiu callod it 'TrankV big itosedive." The Hearai 
goastp columniats went after him; in 1947 he punched one of die 
iDOst abusive. Lee Moitiaier. at Oro'i in Hollywood. The Heant 
papors na whole pages on the punch, and on the crooner's po­
litical proWetas; one headlitte read "Sinatra Paces Probe on 
Red Tics." Sinan* said Mortimer had called him a "dago." Mor­
timer had been aaying in his column that HUAC regarded 
Sinatra at "one of Hollywood's leading travelers on the road of 
Red fascism." He pledged to "continue to fight the promolioB 
of class smiggje or foreign isms posing as entetlainmant"— 
Uke "The House ( Live In." 

Then Columbia iccords asVed Sinairaio give back his advance, 
OM wicased liim from his film conliaci. he was fired from hii 

rndio show and hit agent dropped him. Hî  earrrr. HVe ihose of SO 
many oiher victims of McCarth/ism. w»» in niins. 

His rotnebaek b«i:»a î*^^ ^ '^ ' ' ' ' '0 '"^3 Hr 
rpl\irned lo politics, no* as a good Democrei. He campaigned 
for Stevenson in 1956—at a Hollywood Palladium rally he sang 
-The House I Live In." In ihe I960 election, his "High Hopes" 
WM the official Kennedy oampaign •ong, He had a second project 

ihal vt»T. nmrlH slwnly «Oer Kcnn<'<1y wm ilir Mrw Hnii»(.cl)ir/-
priniBi>; hreakinRlhe HnllywooH Itlarkll.nihat hart hn-n in U<ft,f 
dince 1047. "Sin»tr> D<'rips Wninr DUcHi^/I li(r» Alĥ n Mule/.'" 
a York Times heacllinc read. M»lt7. had wrin<-n ' The HOIK* 1 
Live In" and then ref ised to name nam«»»—for which he srrvrd 
time in a federal penitentinty. 

The Heamt papers went after Sinatra again, pointitig o\it ihat 
the onetime red was working for iCsnnedy. Harry Cohn; Iwad of 
Columbia, shouted at Sinatra, "They're calling you a fticking 
communiil!" He responded by taking out a ftill-page ad in The 
New York Trmw defending bit action. But Joe Kennedy said if 
Sinatra didnt fire Meltz he couldn't bo pen of Ihe campaign. He 
did wl»t he WM lold, bul It must have embinered him. 

SinpM's greatest music comes from the flflies and early sixties, 
ihe ring-a-ding years when he recorded the brash and irrasistiblt 
Songt for Swingin'Lovtri and Only the Unely. probably his 
gi«aie(t album—ravishing and vulnemble ballad singing. During 
the sixties he posed an adult alicmative to youth culiure—the 
middle-aged male as a potent. eKperienced swinger. He was 
'capable of being both abusive and tender. At the height of Rat 
Pack power he integrated his nightclub e«t by inchiding Semmy 
Davif Jr.—a groundbreaking move for a big-name white per­
former. A live tecordiog shows tho running gng: Sinetra telling 
r>avlR tn (jet off tlw stape, and Davja aakinfi if he roiild stay, 
rinally Davis said. "MHy I ofPrf some irop<T«on»rton« for yon nice 
folks? My firsi impression. Mr. Fmnk Sinatra." 

Sinatra: "He's just— ŷou'll excnae ihc expreMion—a cart>on 
copy." The audience roared. 

When Shiatra finally tang a duet with DwHs, it was "Me and 
My Shadow." They did it togethef for ytm. Tlw man who had 
lung about racial hannorty io 194S dJdo't sound so sweet niymoir. 

In 1971 Stevn announced he was retiring. 'The principal ac­
tivity of his iwirement ycs«." John Rockwell has wriaen. "Vas his 
political shift from tefl to right." The himing point seems lo have 
come in 1972, when tho House etime comminee subpoenaed him 
and oonftonlod him with testimony about his mob ties, 

•That's all hearsay, isn't itr Sinatra aaked. "Yes. it is," the 
committee counael eonccdcd. 

Just before he testifiedl Sin^ni puWished an Op-Ed piece io 
The New York Timet. The subpoena, he argued Wa* an example 
of government oppression ofthe little guy. II was time lo get big 
gcwcmment olTour backft-<iino to become a Reagan Republican. 
"II didn't gall him as much as he had thought it would." wrote 
goatip cohimoist Earl Wilson. 

The Democrats be had luppottod all bit life never imaitd him 
to Ihc While House, but in 1973 Nlxop did—the Presideni who 
bad begun his career as a member of HUAC ftom 1946 to 1950, 
the SRnie HUAC that smeared Sinatra. Sioami sang "The Bousr 
I Live In" nnd Nl«»>n smiled Almost thrr* decades earlier Sinww 
had sunR M «I newly iniifgrated hieh («chooU. Whm Ibr U'h.ip 
House proBram cndetl. people in ihc owm noticed SinBrrn ws* ia 
tear* .1. .fj WrP.Nftn 

Jnn Wiewf (jMWither<S^Ua.e»lu). a Naiion rofiulhning edlu>r. mi«H» 
himn ui ihf llni\tr.\Hrp/CaHr(imie. /n-in«. 


