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SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE

By Dana Wilkie
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE .

WASHINGTON — A former edi-
torial page editor for the San Diego
Tribune says he lost a chance to be
Hillary Rodham Clinton's speech
writer after White House officials
discovered he was once & defendant
in a sexual harassment and discrim-
ination lawsuit.

Joseph Holley, now a writer in
Austin, Texas, said he was not giv-
en a chance to present his side of
the story to the White House,
which extended an offer for the
$90,000-a-year job on Aug. 16,
then rescinded it five days later.

‘1 was exXpecting to have to go
into it (the lawsuit) in some detail
once the background process went
into effect,” said Holley.

He already had attended goodbye
parties in Texas and had put a rent-
al deposit on a Maryland home in
anticipation of his new job.

The lawsuit in question was filed
in 1990 by a former Tribune edito-
rial writer, Lynne Carrier, who
claimed that she endured a “locker
room” work atmosphere where

made camal comments and ges-
tures and sexually demeaning ref-
erences to women. When she com-
plained, she said; her superiors,
including Holley, started an in-
house campaign to discredit her,

Holley and the company have
said the charges are not true, and
that Carrier miséonstrued remarks
her colleagues rmade,

The White House is perceived to
be sensitive about allegations of
sexual harassment now that Presi-
dent Clinton faces a lawsuit by Pau-
la Corbin Jones, who ¢laims Clinton
made sexual advances toward her

C?./L[ / 97 Page \ofl

Holley and other male co-workers Un

in 2 Little Rock hotel when he was
governor. _

Holley was the editorial page edi-
tor of the Tribune, one of two San
Diego papers owned by the Copley
Press Inc. that have since merged.
Named ss defendants in the lawsuit
were the company, Holley and for-
mer Tribune Editor Neil Morgan.
The suit was settled in late 1991
when the company paid Carrier
$201.000 in exchange for ber.de-

I

for The San Die- |
0 Union- §

fives in
do, - freelances
for varions pub- [
lications and
wiites & news-
letter for the
Federal Emer-
gency Manage-

ment A?ency. Holley, who volun-
tarily left the paper before Carrier
filed her suit, writes magazipe arti-
cles and political speeches in Aus-

o
Joseph Holley

“I'm not sure how my lawsnit
came to the attention of the White
House,” Carrier 3aid in an interview
yesterday. “However, | believe Joe
Holley should have been more
forthright (with the White House)
about the seriousness of the law-
suit.”

Holley said he did mention the:’
Jawsuit — to the woman who now
writes Hillary Clinton's speeches
— and was told it would be dis-.
cussed with the first lady’s chief of

staff. _
] think both of us figured that we
would deal with it in more detail a8

. tin American-Statesman, hiskd 72

Ex-S.D. journalist says old bias
suit scuttled White House job

art of the background check,” said

olley, referring to a routine check
conducted before the job offer was
to become final. He said the subject
never again was broached.

A spokeswoman for the first lady
did not return phone calls seeking
comment.

Harold W. Fuson Jr. vice presi-
dent and lega! counsel for Copley
Press Inc., said "a decision by .2
company to settle . .. in a case like
this 18 no more a concession of guilt
than is a decision by a plaintif a
concession of falsity.” - .-

Fuson noted that the company
investigated Carriet's complaints
internally and concluded that ‘nei-
ther Mr. Holley nor anyone else
had engaged in behavior that mer-
ited disciplinary action.” -

Carrier complained that her four

{ - colleagues in the editorial depari-

ment, sll men, made lewd jokes,
discussed their own sexual fanta-

. gles and lnquired about Carrier's

sexual activities, -,
Holley could face trouble from

another female journalist. Maggle

Balough, former editor for the Ais-

Iawyer after Holley wrote this yéar
in the Columbia Journalism Revidw
that the paper faltered under ber-
leadership. She is considering suing
Holley.
Under Balough, Holley wrotd,
“comprehensive, thoroughly té-
ported hard news” was sacrificed
for features “about a cute kid or 3
huggable creature,” while “the pre-
vailing notion seemed to be that she
(Balough) wasn't forceful enough to
set a tone and direction for the
aper.” ‘
“| felt that jt erroneously charac-
terized my tenure, and . . . it had an
underlying tone that was demean-
ing to women,” said Balough, who
left the paper in 1995 and is now
the editor. of Quill, the magazine of
the Society of Professional Journal- -
ists.
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Copyright 1997 The Austin American-Statesman
Austin American-Statesman

’August 23, 1997
SECTION: Metro/State; Pg. B3
LENGTH: 323 words
HEADLINE: Writer's offer for job in White House rescinded
BYLINE: ANNE MORRIS

BODY:

Austin writer Joe Holley will not be going to Washington as a $90,000-a-year
speech writer for Hillary Rodham Clinton after all. The White House rescinded
the offer Thursday after a background check showed that Holley had been named in
.a job discrimination and sexual harassment lawsuit in 1989.

The suit, filed against the San Diego Tribune while Holley was editorial page
editor, was settled out of court in 1991, and there were no admissions of guilt,
Holley said. It still lurks, though I was not at fault,'' Holley said. There
have never been any other charges against me.''

According to Holley, an editorial writer said she was paid less than the men
in the department and alleged sexual harassment, naming Holley among others.

White House Counsel Charles Ruff telephoned Holley on Thursday afternoon to
tell him the job was off. He said the White House didn't want to deal with any
kind of controversy that might arise,'' Holley said.

I'm disappointed,'' Holley said. I was looking forward to the opportunity.
We've come to terms with it now and feel like we want to be part of this
community. We will put things back together.'' '

Holley had quit his part-time job as a speechwriter for Texas Land
Commissioner Garry Mauro and his part- time job teaching journalism at St.
Edward's University in anticipation of taking the job in Washington. He also has
been a free-lance writer for Texas Monthly and is a contributing editor to the
Columbia Journalism Review.

The movers were scheduled to come Friday, and Holley's wife, Tara, had just
found a house she liked in Washington when the bad news arrived.

We've been impressed with how good the people of Austin have been to us
since this happened,'' Holley said. They've brought food and sent flowers and
there've been hundreds of offers of help. I'm exploring a variety of things.''

GRAPHIC: Joe Holley: Job discrigination and sexual ha rassment suit was settled
out of court.

LOAD-DATE: August 24, 1997
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2ND STORY of Focud printed in FULL Pormat.

Copyxright 1997 Graduate School of Journmlism, Columbia
Univarzicy
Columbia Jevxnaliam Review

Japuary, 1987 / / February, 1897

8BECTION: Pg. 29
LENGTE: 3733 words

HEADLINE: OLD VALUES, NEW LIFE;
The ravival of the Austin Amexrioan-Statasmarn

BYLINE: by Joe Holley; Joe Holley is & CJR contributing editox.

BODY:

“In this town you could be putting out The Naw York Timeg and people would
bitch, " says Mike Levy, publisher of Texas Monthly and outspoken assayer of all
things Augtin.

Levy is no doubt right, but he also would agryea that Austinites loag have had
reason to grumbla. Thay live in a city where news should be bubbling ae
energetically as the limestone springs that feed their beloved Barton Creek.
tnder the pink-domed capitol at the heart of Austin, a colerful bunch of
lawmakers and lobbyists convene avery other year to divvy up an § 80-billion
biannual budget, while they massage and manipulate the future of the nation'sa
sscond-wmost-populous stata. A couplae of blocks to the north of ths capitol,
acientinsta, artists, and scholars at one of the lorgest state universities in
the nation explore issues and ideas with pegrly 50,000 students. And oh Austin-'s
northern fringes, a concentration of high-tech enterpripes rivaling Silicen
valley ig apreading amoeba-like into, the next councy.

one of the fastesr-growing cities in the nation, Austin is -- or should be --
a great Tews town, but for ysars, mors often than not, the gity's news potential
seemed to ¢lude ths hometown newgpaper. While Austin metamorphosed into a
thriving city of & half-wmillion pedvple, a city proud of its thriving music and
cultural scane and its hip-cowboy style, the Austin American-Statesman remajined
& vestige of the city's recent amall-town past,

New, unday the leadership of the veteran newsmen Rich oOppel., who eschews fads
and gimmicks and tries to raly oo old-fashioned journalism hasica, the paper has
begqun to wake up.

The Amerioan~-Stptesman -- Seoond in 8izé to The Atlenta Journal and
Congtitution in the Cox ¢hain of sixteen dailiee and fourteen weeklies -~ has
long been saddled with & repwtation for mediocrity, but by the mid-S0s, the
label "medioare® would hava been complimentary. Readers could expact to £ind a
big front.page photo and a featura about a cute kid or a huggable creature, but
finding comprahengive, thordughly reported hard news was a dicier proposition.

For naws from oity ball -- at a time when the city found itself caugnt up in one
contentious issus after another, most having to do with the efiects of vapid
growth ~- many residents had come to rely on the homegrown alternative weakly,
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Columbia Journalism Review, January, 1997 FOCUS

Thoe hugtin Chronicle, News about state government, which should have been the

Amarican-Statesman's franchise, was spotty at best., Blue newspaper wraps in
front yards every morning were tangible evidence that Tha New York Times had
found a news-hungry market in Austin.

Local cynice joked that the Statesman was too quick a read for the bathroom.

"You had a sensec that we were dumbing down the paper,” & long-time political
Teporter and aoclummist, Dave MaéNesly, recalle. "I remember sitting in on a
maating whera the discussion was how to reach the Lweaty-eight-year-old
unmarried mother of two living in williamson County” -- home of Austin's

fastest-growing suburba -- “who makes less than § 25,000 & year., There was some
kind of market raecearch that showad the de¢lining readership of women, and
Atlanta® -- Cox headquarters =-- "wag probably puttlug on some pregaure, but we

wére leaving bahind tlhe people who were reading us in the first place.”

Newaroom morale was as sluggish as & dog-dey afternoen in August; it was so
bad that the paper was planning to bring in a madiator to try to remolva the
tension between Maggie Balough, the lengtime editor, and her raportaers.

Balough had her supporters ilu the newsroom, but the prevailing notion seemed to
be thet she wasn’'t foxgeful enough to set a tone and direction for the paper.
Publisher Roger Kintzel, vwho came fyom the naws slde of tha business, knew he
wasn't happy with the produgt, but he ¢ouldn't seem to articulata what he wanted .
-- at least in terms that Balough could take and implement., "Maggle was flopping
around like & rish in the bottom of a boat.' columnist MaNeely recalls. "She
couldn't figure out what Rintzel wanted."

Their differences erupted on Valentine's DAy, 1998 -« known thereafter, of
course, ag the Vslantine's Day mageaore -- whan Kintzel fired his editor,

{Balough is now the editor of Quill, the magazine of the So¢liety of Professional
Journalisgts.)

"My sanse of the papexr." sayer Hintsel, now the publisher of The Atlanta
Journdal and Copstitution, "is that it wasn't bad, but it wasn't growing. .ic
wasn't gxewing intellectually; it wasn't growing with the community. Our
circuletion penatration waAg beginping to slip.”

Kintzel had no lack of applicents for aditor, but Oppel wasn't one of them ~-
not initially. Oppel, bureau chief of Knight-Ridder'g Washington burean since
1693, longtime editor of The Charlotte Observer bsfore that, was in Dallas in
April for the annual conventioh of the American Socisty of Newspaper Editors.
with his wife, Carol, he flew down te Austin to vigit their son, Richard Jr., a
rgporter in the Austin buresu of The Dallas Morning Naws. The city appealed to
him, pertiocularly after & Sunday-merning run on Austin's Town Lake hike-and-hike
trail. After two yeaxs in Washington, he migsed being part of a community and
ruaning his own newsroom. He recalls sitting down with a cup of coffee that
morning and teking an oditor's long look ‘at the American-Statesman.

He cplled Kintzel, who arranged to maet him at the Austin sirport just before
the Oppels flew home the next morning. "what Rich didn't know, " Rintzel recalls,
swas that three or four other editors had made the trip down from Dallas juet
the day before." In Oppel, howevey, Xintzel found am editor with both the
experien®e and the reputation to restore respect and eredibility to his
struggling newspaper. The Oppel era began on July 1.
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< At 53, Oppel is a ghort, compact men with a fringe of white hair and the

suggeation Or pugneclty. Bftor a Florida bovhood and a atint in the Marines,

he got his newspaper start on the polica baat for tha Tampa Tribume in 1962, He
was an Agsociated Press reporter in Florida and Michigan, an asgoolate editor of
tha Detroit Pree Press, and dxecutive 8dicor of the Tallahassse Democrat before
spending fifteen yoésrs as editor of The Charlotte Observer. The Observer won
three Pulitzers during Oppel's tenure, including the Pulitzer Pripe for public
fexrvice in 1988 for alwmeost tem yasrs of coverage of televizion evangelist Jim
Bakker.

Oppel Says he didn't arrive at the American-3tatesman with a detailaed
" bluepriant and timatable for what he wanted to do. "Ths blueprint ococurs in your

genes after fiftean or twenty years of editing a newspaper," he saye. "Basically
I'm & fundamentalist. I believae in acouraQy, Zalxuese, and balance, I believe in
raporters, great reporters who can write narratives, create characters,
raportexs who are ekaptigal and inquigitive. I belileve you have and show
affection for your community, although not in a pandering way. It'a not
romathing you chart out.” .

Charted or not, changes were quick and noticeable. The cute gtories fled the
fyont page, and stories in general became longer, with greater depth. Reading
the paper took longer, in the bathroom or elsewhers.

One ¢f Oppel's firet hires was a former Houston Post columist named Juan R,
Palomo, whe would cover religion, a beat that Oppel had amphasized duxing his
vearg in Charlotta, (Cppel's wife is & student at the Episcopal Seminary of the
" Southwest in Austin.) Palomo had Deett fired by the Post in 1891 for &ttempting
to announce ia his column that he was gay. Whan an anti-gay activist tried to ,
mount & crusade againat the American-Statesman £or employing & gay religion '
writex, Oppel ctood up for his reporter. "Oppel basically sald 'Fuak you' to tha
quy, " gays Evan Smith, Texas Monthly's deputy editox, "and he said it over his
signature. That was impressive." .

Oppel had haen in Austin only a coupla of monthe when the city council
suthorizad a sacrat settlement with the South Texas Nuclear Project, a
multibillion-@ellar nuclear-power plant originally financed by Austin, Houston,
and othar Taxaa cities. Rlleging that e¢uipment i the long-dalaysd, hugely
expensive plant was defeotive, the city had sought more than § 1 billion in
damages. Oppal warnad that the paper would go to ¢ourt to have the sattlement
made publia. "This is the taxpayers' and the rate payers' money, and they
deaserve to know whether ths oity is coming out of thig with a fair deal," he wag
quoted as saying in an Amcrican-Statesmsn stozy about tha settlement. "We
balisve there is no reason for sacrecy here." The Amerlcan-sStatasman got the
information., :

Investigative reporting bagan to appear with some regularity. Veteran
Btatehouse reporter Mike Ward found that the huge Texas prison system had gpant
$ 33 million to buy a bad-tasting, soy-based moar subatitute called Virabro, to
be fcd to inmates and marketed to othex statee. Ward also reported that the
prison diregtor who arranged for tha deal, reached without competitive bias,
subseguently <quit to become a thousand-dollax-a~day consultant to the company
that produced VitaPro. In another story, the paper found extramely loosa
aacounting, sloppy ¢ontract procadures, and poor management gt Capital Metro,
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Columbia Journalism Review, Jamiary, 1997 ROCUS

the aity's public transportation agency, and did a thorough job of investigamting
the inner workingsd of the rapidly axpanding Auetin Cemmunity Collage District.

Amsrican-statesmean reporter Diana Dworin found wamte, inmeffidiency, and
mismanagement in the Austin Housing Authority, an agency with an annual hudget
of § 20.8 million. Dworin also found that deserving families were pomstimes on a
waiting ligt for a year while good apartments gat vacant. Bugingss writer Xirk
Ladendoyf went to South Korea and cemé back with sn interescing and thorough
three-dey Reries on Samsung Eleotronigs, the Koremn company that'‘m building a §
1.3 billion memery chip plant in Augtin, ite fizst in the Uniraed Btates.

As one vetaran reporter put it, "We've always had good pecple here, but we
needed a leader, someone who could point us in the right direction. Oppel has
the experience and the confidence to do that.”

/’ BN

// Kgphy Warbalow, who woxked for Oppel in Datrxoit in the late 15708, lsft the

' Detroit Free Press—Ilast March to become the Ameridan-Statesman's managing
editor. Shortly before she arrived in Austin, the American-6tatesman bhroke a
story that questioned the lucrative contract the ecity had awsrded to build
Austin's new international airport. Primarily in response to the
American-Statesman investigation, tha clty revoked the first contract and

accepted a seaond one that turned out to be § 13 million lower.

"I was in the D-FW Airport,* Warbelow zrecalls, "and there was this guy from
Dripping Springs” -- a small town west of Austin ~- "and when I teold him I was
moving to Austin to work for ths American-Statesmunt, he jugt went on and on
sbout what the paper had dore on the airpdrt story, He kept apying, ‘'That was
really a coupl' He was feeling that the anewspaper had really done something for
him, had really done something for taxpayezrs."

Oppel also assumed a higher profile in the comtnunity than his predecessor
had. From the beginning, he has writtan a Sunday column, and he hasn't been
relustant to provoke. "This 18 a weilrd ailty," he wrote early on. "I haven't ceen
guch & lust for conflict sinca I covered the Miami Beac¢h City Council 25 years
ago. An Augtin modarate is smomeone who is low on ammo,”

Inn ancther celumn, he dared tweak the vooal Austin epnvironmental community.
*I have earnestly tried to generate appropriate Austin angst for the Barton
Springs salamsndar,” be wrote., "But I am more interested in understanding why
this city seams to have no vision that energizes long-term plamming.r

At the same time, Oppel was willing to take on Jim Bob Moffett, the
environmental community's bete noire. Moffett, chairman of a Loulsiana-based
multinational mining company callad Praeport-MecMoRan, took the City of Augtin to
aourt for opposing some of his efforte to construct a 4,000-acre residential and
commercial development in the environmentally censitive Barton Springs
watarshed,

In Dacambar 1895, Moffett thrmatenad to sus three University of Texas
profesa@aors, two envirommental activiets, and twae 2eportars from The Austin
¢hroniole for criticizing the company'd anvironmental recgord in Louisiana and
Indonesie and far ecalling attention to a report that seemed teo impliocate
Prosport-McMoRan in human~-rights abupes in Indemesia. Moffett's tactics promptad
the American-Statesmen's new adiver to blast the company in a Dedember 15
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column. (See "A Fire-Breather dets Scorched," CJIR, March/April 1996.) “As long

ag the digcussion follows sane guidelines, we stand with The Auctin Chronigle,
the environmentalists and the professors who received the threataning
lettera, " he wrote. "Let the debata go on. Let the threats be withdrawn,"

Austinites noticed, partly begausa during Roger Kintzel's tenure as
Amarican-Statesman publisher, the paper had usually sided with Preeport-McMoRan

and the company's zrcal-ecstate arm, PM Droperties, in its frequent bitter
disputes with the Austin City Counail.

By the end of 1996, the consensus inside the newsroom and out was that the
American-Statesman prill nas a way to go but is a much improved product. "Oppel
has dramatically improved the front part of the paper,” says Louis Black, editor
of the Auatim Chronicle, "he's put togather an arts and culture scaff that's
inexedibly strong, and their covarage of the Qity council has improvaed
dramatically. It used to be thst the council wasn't a story for them.®

"It‘es left behind its reputation for flakiness, ™ says:Paul Burka, Texas
Monthly's axecutive editor. "It's a solid nawspaper."

The paper's circulatien is solid, as well. According to figures released in
November 1996 by the Audit Bureau of Cirgulations, only the American-Statesman
and the Houston Chronicle showed growth amony the biggest papers in Texas in the
past year. The American-Statesman's avarage daily cirdulation was up 2 percent,
to 181,272, while Sunday circulatien increased slaghtly, to 238,898.
American-Statesman publishar Mike Laocsa was quoted as saying that he hoped the
circulation figures »eflected the gquality of the product, but he also creditod
the strong Central Taxas economy for some of the paper's growth. He noted that
the paper's market penetration was keeping up with the growth in -the number of
households.

Trying to kesp up with RAustin-area growth helps explain why oOppel found
himgelf on a Tuesday night sitting at a makeshift restrum in the food court of
the ragently openied Lakelins Mall. It ie hore on the Travis County-Williamson
County berder that the Austin-area population is exploding. Oppel, competing
with dining noiges from the nearby Philly Grill and Jalopenos Cooina, is
attewpting to explain to perhaps & hundred listeners that the American-Statesman
now views itself ag more than an Austin peper. Tho buraeau oovering thea area, he
explains, has lncreased from one or two people to ten, and instead of creating a
special sagtion, the papar i3 seeking to incorporate Williamson County news inta
tha ragular news f£low,

Sitting at booths and tables im the food court. Qppel's listenars are eagay
to engage the editor. One man angrily gestures towayxd Oppel and in a strident
voice accuses the paper of lying, of deliberately slenting its coverage
leftward. A young woman who identifies harself as a twenty-four-yaar-¢ld school
teacher alsc atts&ikas tha papex's "liecs. Oppel responds courteously but firmly.

Other ¢uestioners -- a number of them complimentary -- want to know why
Mexican stotks can't be raported in dollars, why =he papesr doesn't offer more ~
hunting and fishing coverage, and why the Americen-Statesman tolerates the
liberal leanings of Ban Sargent, ite Pulitzer Prize-winning editorial
sartoonigt. "Most omrtoonists,® Oppel says, "operate from the left. They're
revolutionaries, bomb-throwers. They operata from a different athos. They aim at
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the viascara."

Hut someone from another political parspective blasts the papsr for endorsing
U.§. Senator Phil Gramm in his race for re-eleation against Victor Morales, the
Pamograt. Morales, the high-school government teacher whose guixotic campaign
against a well-funded incumbent attracted nationwide attantion, no doubt
expacted the American-Statssman's endorssment, since the paper almost always
reflects the tendencies of Travis County, the most reliably Democratic qounty in
an increesingly Republican state., The American-ftatesman surprised, arguing that
Morales had never developed a compsalling ratlonele for his candidacy and
racommanding a vote for the candidate who was better able to look ocut for
Taxas's iNterosts in Washington.

dome readers -- ineluding some American-statesman staff mambars -- aaw the
Gramm endorsement as Oppel pandering to a praesumably more conservative
Willizmson County readership. Othexs spaculated that publisher Iacss exerted biae
prerdsgative. Some members of the editorial bosrd kad argued that the paper would
look silly ondorsing arch-foe Gramm and that it skould make no sndorgemgnt. But
Oppel took the pomgition that Mincse the voter had to make a deocision, the paper
should, too. He won't say who decided what about CGramm, but "I kneaw Phil Gramm
from Washington,” he asaye, "and I 8lsc know he's rot what he's stereotyped to
be. And as fer as Williamson County affacting editorial policy, it's impartant
only in the brpad sense that we don't see ourselves as only an 'Austin City
Limits' newgpaper. It's ilmportant to see cursalvag as what we're becomind, &
Cantral Texas nawspaper." Qppel says ha wants strong editorisl writers -- I
want them to be speelaliats, experts, and I axpact them tod be visible in the
comounity and respected. I den't want wimps® -- but he alad saye he will
aomstimes overzule them.

The Phil Gramm £flap came and went with the eledtion, but this being aAustin,
critieism and seaond-guegsing come with the territory.

"Tha papaer’'s more lively, and Oppal's made some good hires, but I think he's
hit & wall," Texas Monthly's Evan Smith observes, Smith argues that the paper
hae yet to figure ocut how to effactively cover Austin's indigenous high-tech
cultura; that it overuses wire copy, parcvicularly on tha front page; that its
tongue-lolling pursuit of the rapidly growing suburban market threatens te thin
out its opverage of downtown ipsues; that he should have hired ctolumnlst Molly
Ivius and othey distinctive voices; and that XLent, its weekly entartainment
magazine, is a pallid imitaticon of The Austin Chronicle.

Oppel isn‘t shy about responding to this and other criticisms:

* On wire copy: "I lika The New York Times a great deal," he says. "I tsll
our editors €0 be on the lookout for [Timesl suoriee that move around ssven P.m,
for our front page and section fronts. At the same time, wa're using a lot of

lo¢al) and regional material, and we've developed a closer allianee with our
Washingrton bureau.'

+ On XLent: "The Chronitle 1a an altermative weakly that nas picked up an
idiosyncratic personality that most alternatives don't have,® he says, "with a
focus on polities that's a reflsetion of tha failure of the American-8tatesman
avey tha vears. Wea'll beat their &8ses on politieal coverage. We have a better
fleet of qritice than they can sver hope to have."
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* On covering high tech: Oppel sayc he iz taking a look at the four-person
team the San Jope Mexcury Newa hag asgigned Lo cover evaryday life in silicon
vValley. "The transformation of tha work ethic and the work plage because of
computers iz a great missed story," he says. He believes that something similay

to the Mercury News approach might be a way to get at the story a&s it evolves in
Augtin. [ .

* On diversity, or lack of it, at the paper: “Look at my commitment to
minority employment and advancement in Chayloette snd in the Washington buresu,
ha ssys. "In Charlotte, we had 50 percant msn, 50 percant womgn and 25 percent
minorities. In Washington, we had a blue-chip staff, put togethexr by me. Look at
our hiring hers, snd you'll ge¢e that I value diversity."

Oppel says he has always besn opposed to amsigning reporters to the blaok
community or the Hispanic community or some other specified area. "I insist on
malnlining minorities into the ougoing covarage of the paper," he says.

One hot rumor Bga it Lthat Oppel is nmot long for the Amarican-Statesman, that
he's moving soon o Cox's orown jewel, the Journal and Constitution, to become
mAnaging editor and sditor-in-waiting. Oppel says no, "I'm very happy and fully
angsged here." Indesd, he doas goem delighted with his current Job.

On a vaecont Saturday morning, COppel was sQurrying about the ¢apitol rotunde
ovarsgseaing the Sunday paper's large Lront-page photo of nearly e bundred Texas
writears who had gatherad in Austin for a literaxy festival spaarhesded by Laura
Bugh, the wife of the governor. The apitol -- built for giants and inhabited by
pysmies, politieal writer Robert Sherrill once observed -- soon will be the
scene for Oppel's next bilg test: acoverags of the Always quirky, occasionally
corrupt Texas legislature, which conveneg in Japnuary £or its often-datorny
six-month biapnial sesgion. Oppel mays he intends to txack walfara a6 it becomes
mozre of a state responsibility, tax reform issuec, state spending on prisons and
other big institutions, and the big-woney influence of Augtin's bread-snd-butter
businepses -- lawyere, lebbyiats, and trade assdéciations.

"That big pink building is our tire and rubber factory," political reportex
MoNealy saye ©f the capitol, "and we ought to be the paper that lawmakers read
to help them met thedr priorvities., If we can do that, it reverberates not just
statewlde, but natienwide.!

A good newspaper,“'Oppnl wxote after his first week in Austin, "shows
hustle, enexgy and wit. A newsepaper ought to jump all over the big story and
prigtle with urgency. It should reflect the humor of thea human condition." aAs
lawmakers dascend on the city in a faw wasks, Uppel's newspaper hed a chance to
do all that.

GRAPHIC: Photo, Editor Rich Oppsl., BY AVE BONAR
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-PATE: January 10, 1997
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PAGE 2
1ST STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL format.

Copyright 1997 The Austin Amerjican-Statesman
Austin American-Statesman

August 15, 1997

SECTION: Metro/State; Pg. B3

LENGTH: 359 woxrds

HEADLINE: Austinite now Clinton speech writer
BYLINE: ANNE MORRIS

BODY :
Austin writexr Joe Holley will start work in Washington, D.C., on Sept. 2 as

sBpeech writer for first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Holley recently resigned as a part-time speech writer for Texas Land
Commissioner Garry Mauro, a longtime friend of the Clintons. He wrote speeches
for former Gov. Ann Richards and free-lance articles for Texas Monthly, the
Columbia Journalism Review and other publications.

As part of a team of three writers for the first lady, Holley also will
oversee a junior speech writer who ghostwrites her newspaper column.

Holley, who grew up in Wwaco, has been teaching journalism classes at St.
Edward's University. He was editor of the Texas Observer for a brief stint and
was an editorial page editor at a San Diego newspaper.

The 50-year-old Holley said he spent about an hour talking to Clinton and was
excited to hear her talk about the kinds of things she wants to focuse on - -—
children's health, education, juvenile violence, arts funding.'' He sald she
also wants to begin to address the millenium, to go past the Nostradamus-type
predictcions and use it as an opportunity for the country to begin to discuss
what l1ilies ahead. '’

The writer recently co-authored My Mother's Keeper'' with his wife, Tara
Holley, an administrator at Texas Folklife Resocurces. The boolk, which began as
a magazine article in Texas Monthly. is a memoir that tells the poignant storxry

of Tara Holley's mother's mental i1llness that took her from a budding carcecexr as
a singer to life as a homeleass person in and ocout of institutions.

David shipley. the senior speech writer for the first lady (and husband of
feminist author Naoml Wolfr) approached Holley about the job. The connection
came by way of Evan Smith, deputy editor at Texas Monthly.

Holley, who will be paid $90,000 a year, wrote his first Clinton speech, on
education, akbout five weeks ago as tryout.

The Holleys and their two children -- Peter, 14 and Kate, 8 -- expect to move
to wWwashington soon. .

Holley follows in the footsteps of James Fallows, who also worked at Texas
Monthly and as a Washington speech writex.
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Austin writer Joe Holley will start work in Washington, D.C., on Sept. 2 as a
speech writer for first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. ’
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Holley recently resigned as a part-time speech writer for Texas Land
Commissioner Garry Mauro, a longtime friend of the Clintons. He wrote speeches
for former Gov. Ann Richards and free-lance articles for Texas Monthly, the
Columbia Journalism Review and other publications.

As part of a team of three writers for the first lady, Holley also will
oversee a junior speech writer who ghostwrites her newspaper column.

Holley, who grew up in Waco, has been teaching journalism classes at St.
Edward's University. He was editor of the Texas Observer for a brief stint and
was an editorial page editor at a San Diego newspaper.

The 50-year-old Holley said he spent about an hour talking to Clinton and was
excited to hear her talk about the kinds of things she wants to focus on --
children's health, education, juvenile violence, arts funding.'' He said she
also wants to begin to address the millenium, to go past the Nostradamus-type
predictions and use it as an opportunity for the country to begin to discuss
what lies ahead.''

The writer recently co-authored My Mother's Keeper'' with his wife, Tara
Holley, an administrator at Texas Folklife Resources. The book, which began as
a magazine article in Texas Monthly, is a memoir that tells the poignant story
of Tara Holley's mother's mental illness that took her from a budding career as
a singer to life as a homeless person in and out of institutions.

David Shipley, the senior speech writer for the first lady (and husband of
feminist author Naomi Wolff) approached Holley about the job. The connection
came by way of Evan Smith, deputy editor at Texas Monthly.

Holley, who will be paid $90,000 a year, wrote his first Clinton speech, on
education, about five weeks ago as tryout.

The Holleys and their two children -- Peter, 14 and Kate, 8 -- expect to move

to Washington soon.
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Holley follows in the footsteps of James Fallows, who also worked at Texas
Monthly and as a Washington speech writer.
GRAPHIC: Joe Holley: Has worked for ex-Gov. Ann Richard and Texas Land
Commissioner Garry Mauro.
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1LST STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL format.
Copyright 1990 UMI Inc.;
Copyright San Diego Business Journadl, Inc. 1990;
Business Dateline;
San Diego Business Journal
Decembex 10, 1990
SECTION: Vol 11; No. 50; Sec 1; pg 8
LENGTH: 666 words
HEADLINE: Writer Files Sex Harassment Suit Against U-T
BYLINE: Rick Dower
DATELINE: San Diego; CA; US
BODY : i
A veteran Jjournalist at the San Diego Tribune has filed a sex harassment and
discrimination suit against the Union-Tribune Publishing Co., Tribune Editor
Neil Morgan and hexrxr former boss.
Editorial writer Lynn T. Carrier claims she was subjected to repeated sexual
tcaunts, jokes and pressure over a three-year period starting in 1987, was raida

less than her male countexparts and was demoted from hex position as deputy
editorial page editor and reprimanded aftexr she complained about the problem to
supervisors .

Carrier, who is 45 and still works at the paper, filed her suit last month i
Superiocor Court. Along with alleged PaYy discrimination because she is a woman,
she charges that the Tribune's editorial page department under editorial page
Editor Joe Holley was "that of a male lockexr room" and that she had been
continually subjected to a pattern of "pgpexually manipulative" actions and
comments .

Before filing hexr lawsuit, Carrier said she lodged formal complaints with the
state Fair Employment Practices Commission and with the U/T personnel
Aepartment . She said that after Morgan léarned in late 1989 that she had been
complaining about the alleged harassment, he berated her, threatened to fire hex
and placed a disciplinary lettexr in her personnel file, according to the suit.

Carrier, who has worked at the paper since 1977 and as an editorial writerxr
since mid-1986, said Morgan accused her of "plain meanness” and urged her to see
the company perseonnel counseloxr. The male counselor allegedly told hexr that "in
a company owned by a woman, the men in middle management feel threatened” and
tchat it sometimes affects female subordinates working around them.

Holley., who left the paper last summenr to take a job as a speechwriter for
Texas Agriculture Commissioner Jim Hightowex, in a telephone interview disputed
Carrier's "locker room" charge, calling it "absurd.

"TIT'm confident I did nothing wrong and confident that the truth will prevail.
This has just been a real pain, " he said. "This has dragged ocout for two years
now and it's getting tiresome." He described Carrier's title as deputy editor as
a "technicality --—an informal arrangement .

REEEi
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San DPDiego Business Journal, Decembexr 10, 1990
Foxr his paxrt, Editor Morgan declined to comment on the suit, saying "It's a
personnel matter and it's in the lawyers' hands."
Carrier's suit, which asks for general and punitive damages, lost wages and
court costs, alleges:
~ Holley exhibited unwanted sexual behavior around Carrierxr, such as trapping
her in her desk area, standing too close and "leering" across a conference tabl

in a suggestive manner and asking her to look up embarrassing sexual texrms in a
dictionary ;

* Holley forced Carrier to listen to vulgarx JjJokes and comments, accounts of
how he picked women up in bars, and explicit details of his problems with his
Fformerxr wife and in an extramarital atffair;

* Holley asked Carrier "how much she would expect to e paid for taking off
her clothes and posing nude, " said he wanted to find a way foxr the two of them
to travel together and discussed his sexual fantasies during office hours.

In an interview, Carrier characterized her decision to file the lawsuit - -
detailses of which apparently were not reported in either the Tribune or the U-T's
other local paper, The San Diego Union, although the Los Angeles Times carxrried a
small story —- as "very painful . "

She said the basic conditions that had fostered the alleged harassment werxre
never dealt with even though Holley is no longer at the paper, and said she had
no alternative. Carrier noted that because editorial writers are considered
management positions she was not a member of the Newspaper Guilda, and had no job
protection or grievance procedure open to her.

She sBaid she didn't consider resigning from the paper. "I know the tendency
is to just walk off the Jjob when it gets too unbearaklle, but I have two small
children to support and strong ties to this community.,” she explained. " There
aren't that many jobs like this available for women. "

LANGUACGCE : ENGLISH
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Co-author, with Tara Elgin Holley, of My Mother’s Keeper: A Famdy
Memoir, pubhshed by William Morrow & Co. and Avon Books (Spring
1997) My Mother () Keeper is a Literary Guild selection.

Illegal Procedure (1995) and Moment of Truth (1996), Hardy Boys adventure
novels for Mega-Books, a division of Simon and Schuster C

Journalist

I write articles, essays and reviews for Texas Monthly, Columbia Joumalzsm

~ Review (contributing editor), Doubletake, Mexico Business, The Dallas

Morning News and other publications; I am also a stringer for The New

York nmes .

Editorial page edxtor and syndlcated columnist for The San Diego Tnbune, .
San Diego, Calif. (1986-1990). As editorial page editor, I supervised a staff of
seven, wrote daily editorials, edited both the editorial page and the optmon page
and wrote a weekly syndicated column

Deg)u edltonal page- editor and oolummst for 77xe San Antonio nght ( 1984-
As deputy editorial page editor, I wrote daily edltonals, edlted the Sunday
Vlewpomt section and wrote a weckly column.

EdltOl', The Texas Observer (1981- 1984) The Texas Observer based in Austm
isa b1week1ty journal of politics and opinion. I continue to serve as a member of
the board o cﬂ:ectors

Edltor The Texas Humamst(1978 1981) The Texas Hwnamst, now ca]led The. o

Texas Joumal is a publication of the Texas Council for the Humanities, the

;tgte program of the Natlonal Endowment for the Humamnes I was the founding
ltor 1

R lated activiti
Guest, KEYE-TV’s “Eye Opener mommg show to discuss mental |llness. KEYE is Austm’s
CBS aﬂ'lhate : .

Guest, Wiseonsm Public Radno to drscuss my work in Columbw Journahsm Rewew, .



Coordinator, “Texas Vonces,” 2 day-long offering of Texas writers readmg thelr work for
~Texas Folklife Resources, Austln, Texas.

Speech dehvered to conference on “Violence and the Media,” sponsored by the World
Health Orgamzatlon, Cartagena, Colombia.

Speech writer/press secret ary

Speech-writing clients mclude Texas Land Commissioner Garry Mauro,
Mexican Minister of Foreign Relations Jose Angel Gurria; Horace Wilkins,
president of Southwestern Bell Telephone-Missouri; Barbara Johnson,
president of Entergy Texas; the honorable Ernesto Zedillo Ponce-de Leon,
president of Mexico, and others.

I produce newsletters, annual reports, speeches and other materials for
various clients, including Public Strategies, Inc., MEM-Hubble & Associates,
Gold Commumcatlons, the Texas General Land Office, the Institute for the
Humanities at Salado, the Tomas Rivera Center, the Center for Mexican
American Studies (CMAS) and the Sustainable Energy Development
Council (SEDC).

Deputy Press Secretary to Texas Gov. Ann Richards (1991-93). My primary
duties included writing speeches, statements, testimony, opinion pieces and
position papers, including Blueprint for the New Texas, Gov. Richards' statement
of goals-and objectives for her administration, and her two State of the State
addresses. I also dealt with the press, wrote spwches for staff members and
edited publications emanating from the Governor's Office. (I also have written
speeches and opinion pieces. for numerous state officials in the Department of
Agriculture, the Department of Insurance and at the University of Texas System,
as well as campaign speeches for several political candidates. For six months
. during 1992, I was the public information director for the University of Texas

_ System before retummg to the Governor’s Ofﬁce )

Teachmg o

Adjunct instructor of wntmg and Joumahsm at St. Edward’s Umversny I
‘teach one or two courses a sernester and serve as faculty advisor to Hzlltop
Vtews, the student newspaper

Instructor (part tlme) Department of English, University. of Texas at Austm
(Spring, 1983). While serving as editor of The Texas Observer, 1 taught two
courses -- dne a basic writing course, the other an experimental writing- across-
the-cumculum course. .

| Inslructor (pan time), Department of Journalism, Southern Methodist Unlver51ty,
Dallas, Texas (Spring, 1979). While serving as edltor of The Texas Humamst Io-
taught two Introduction to Mass Commumcatlon courses.

Instructor, Communications D1v151on Richland College; Dallas, Texas (1974 --
1978). 1 taught courses in American hterature basic composition, journalism and
mass communications at thlS Dallas County Commumty College campus.

Instructor, Commumcatlons D1v151on Mountain View College, Dallas, Texas
, (1970 1973) I taught courses in composmon and hterature -

i
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" EDUCATION - -
Columbla University Graduate School of Journalism; New York, New York (1973- . -
74). Master of Science Degree in Journalism. My area of emphasns was
magazine journalism, with additional courses in fiction writing in the English -
Department of Columbia University.

University of Texas at Austin (1968-70). Master of Arts Degree in English with a
minor in American History.

Abilene Christian University, Abilene, Texas (1964-68). Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Enghsh with a minor in Religion. .
1 have taken courses in phllosophy, theology and education at the Umver51ty of North
Texas, at Southern Methodist University, at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill and have studied at SMU's Fort Bergwin Writer's Conference in Taos, New Mexico. -

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
1997 -- Nommee, Tcachmg Excellence Award St. Edwaxd s University.

1992 — PEN West Literary Award for Magazme Journahsm for "Voices in the Dark,"
Texas Monthly (June 1991).
- Anson Jones Award for "excellence in communicating health information to
- the public,” for "Voices in the Dark."

1988 The San Diego Tribune editorial page received three first-place awards from the
California Newspaper Publishers Association: best editorial page in California,
best individual editorial, best editorial cartoon.

1987 - The San Diego Tribune edltonal page received the Pulitzer Prize for a series :
of editorials on immigration reform written by Jonathan Freedman of my staff and
ed1tcd by me.

1986 SDX award for excellence in editorial wrltmg (San Antomo Light).

1985 -- SDX award for excellence in editorial wntmg (San Amomo Light).
— SDX award for excellence in column writing. -
-- Associated Press award for excellence in editorial writing.

1977 -- National Endowment for the Humanities summer :stlpend to study American
literature and sociology at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. My
summer’s work, an essay on Walker Percy, was publlshed in Southwest Review .

1976 -- Dallas Press Club 'Katie' for D Magazme article on hunger in Dallas. .o
— Texas State Teachers Association 'School Bell' award for D Magazine artlcle on
education in Dallas. -
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| JOE HOLLEY | |
A SAMPLING OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS

“Agee’s ‘doubletake,’” Doubletake Magazine (Fall 1997). The writer James Agee was
aware that the medium is the message a decade before Marshall McLuhan coined the
phrase. '

“The Doctor is In,” Texas Mbnzhly (June, 1997). For El Paso physician Abraham
Verghese, writing about life and death in the age of AIDS is a prescription for
literary success. — - -

“Cisneros Goes to Broadcast,” Columbia Journalism Review (May-June, 1997). Former
secretary of Housing and Urban Development may now know broadcasting, but he’
knows politics and negotiating, two areas of expertise that may come in handy in
his new position as president of Univision.

“Paul Taylor’s Free Air Crusade,” Columbia Journalism Review (May-June, 1997).
Former Washington Post reporter Paul Taylor believes that free air time for political
candidates is one way to clean up the campaign-ﬁnancci'c;esspool. :

“Heirhart,” Texas Monthly (March 1997). Paying tribute to her hero, a San Antonio pilot |
named Linda Finch intends to recreate Amelia Earhart’s fabled flight.

“Privatization vs. the Public’s Right to Know, Texas Monthly (February 1997). -~
Privatizing functions that public agencies have traditionally performed makes it
more difficult for the press -- and thus the puiblic - to get information.

" “Old Values, New Life at the American-Statesman,” Coldmbia.JoumaIism Review .
' (January-February 1997). In his year and a half as editor of The Austin American-
Statesman, Rich Oppel has breathed new life into a moribund newspaper.

“Sleépy Teepees: Who Will Save the Tired Remains of Texas® Last Kitschy Motel?” Texas
Monthly (December, 1996). In Wharton the last of the teepee tourist courts is
historicially significant, but it molders away nonetheless. . o

“Texas Talk Show Host Off the Air,” The New York Times (Nov. 3, 1996). . Radio talk
show hosts weren’t quite as brash and belligerent this election cycle -- with one
exception. And she lost her job for threatening the life of the president.

“Remember Oscar Arias?” Dallas Morning News (Nov. 3, 1996). .Though the Nobel
laureate and former president of Costa Rica is no longer in the spotlight, he’s still
preaching peace and reconciliation. . ' ' oo

“Where There’s Smoke,” Columbia Journalism Review (September-October, 1996) —
' Stories about black ¢hurch burnings began to appear in early 1996 and had pretty
much disappeared by August. This story assesses the various stages of coverage.

“A Whitman Sampler,” Texas Moﬁthly (September 1996) — It’s becn 30 years since
Charles Whitman climbed the University of Texas Tower and started shooting,
‘but the event remains firmly lodged in the public memory. - C



“szen Perot Dallas Mommg News (Aug. 18 1996) —a review of Gerald Posner’s
new blography of Ross Perot.: '

:“What S Hot on the Web” A Guide to Texas Media Sites,” Texas Monthly (August 1996) -
- part ofa oomprehenswe gu1de to Web sites in Texas

“Should the Coverage F1t the Crime?” Columbza Joumalzsm Review (May-June, 1996) --
This cover story explored an Austin TV station’s effort to change the way it

COVCI' S cnme

- ';'“Hector Perez Garaa, 82, Dies“ The New York szes (July 29, 1996) -- an obituary
- reviewing the life of the founder of the Amencan G L Forum




