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TO: BOBBI GREEN, DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE FIRST LADY 
ATT: NOA MEYER, ASSISTANT 
FROM; CYNTHIA FRIEDMAN. NATIONAL CHAIR-WLF fift^*^ 
DATE: SEPTEMBER?, 1997 ^ S j / 
REF: REQUEST FOR PERSONAL LETTER FROM THE FIRST LADY TO BE 
SENT TO SHIRLEY NELSON, WHO IS BEING HONORED IN SAN FRANCISCO, 9/23/97 

As discussed with Noa on Friday 9/5,1 am requesting a letter be drafted from the First Lady to 
Shirley Nelson, to be read at a luncheon in San Francisco on Tuesday, September 23,1997, The 
luncheon event will honor Shirley as the recipient of the second annual Financial Woman of the 
Year Award presented by Dr. Laura Tyson. Seven: hundred women will attend the event. 

Shirley Nelson is a true entrepreneur, an accomplished woman in the financial world, one who 
has served as the President and CEO of the Sunomit Bank m Oakland which she founded, and a 
strong leader in San Francisco community activities. (See enclosed pages). I am well acquainted 
with her leadership talents and capabilites since she also serves as the Northern California Chair 
of the Women's Leadership Forum and has done an outstanding job. 

Please note; The First Lady has been with Shirley on several occasions; 
- September 27,1996 at the first WLF event held in San Francisco which Shirley chaired 
- May 20,1997 at the second WLF Ixmcheon event in S.F. which Shirley also chaired 
- January 7,1997 at the White House for a special WLF reception 

Her address is: 
Shirley W. Nelson 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Summit Bank 
2969 Broadway 
P.O,Box 898 
Oakland, CA 94604 
510/839-8800 

Finally, please feel free to contact me with any questions about this request. It is extremely 
important that it arrive in San Francisco a few days before the September 23rd event. 
Please fax me a copy of the text of the letter - in advance of mailing, if you wish. 
Thank you for your kind cooperation and prompt handling of this important request. 
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ShWeyNalaon 

dumnUff 0jiiik ffouitclsr 
roaohas anothor paak 

Tlxe nnentm WotoMi'a Awodation of 
Sah FkBfieiiea umoufte«d tibat Shirley 
Nelma, ehAbmaD ana GEO of Suioatt 
Bonk In Oakland, win be the MdpieQt of 
the flMond annual Financial Women of 
the Year Award to be presented at a 
''\28 luncheon. 

„ "H8ptrttiomrw8?e 
nurtured in the small Appalachian 
town of Cellna, Teun., whore ahe grew 
up obaervlng the prestigious and well-

dreaaed men ^ 
and they were all 
men — handle the 
community's bank-
ing needs; 

*I would staa4 
and peep into th^ 
windows to watch 
the bankers," she 
recalled. "I was st> 
impressed.* 

She left Cellna :'»t 
16 to pursue har biĝ ity ambitiensyin 
NashylUe, whera she manied, and lat̂ ^ 
moved to Kodiak. Alaska. She worked 
h& way up firom beine i bank teller in 
Kodiak to founding Summit in 1979. 

Nelson, who does not have a collage 
degree and who I'aised her son a£ a a sin­
gle mother, credited her parents for 
instilling in her a strong work eihic. 

"My belief In myself has pfop«lled me," 
She said. 

"The financial field %^ chaUengiDg to 
break into, and it hoUla great premise ffar 
women today," she said. K ŝ been eadting 
and rewardlog, and not a 6ay has gone 
whtti I haveat leaned something new." 

In founding Summit, she aaw an oppor­
tunity to bund a bank fbcuaed on seiMng 
doctors and other proftesionals. IWhank 
has eojcyeA 15 years of growth and has 
been voted consistently by Northern 
CaUibmia CEOa as one ofthe best man­
aged banks tmder $100 million in assets. 

'Siirior is a shinihg esample ef what can 
be afloom̂ Udied enir̂ nvoeuHal woman 
Vt4M» chooee the patii offinaiiDg,'* said ABW 
Oolden, senior investment manager at 
MojBlsiMMty Aaaet MatugiemeBt and 
oô Mir cf the FWA acholanhip pragrvn. 
'Shê s an inspiratfenal flvoe.* 
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Tho Rnanolal Womon's Assoeiatlon of San Franelieo 

1997 Financial Woman of thd Year Award Nomination 

Shirley Nelson is Chairman and Chief gxeeutiv/o Offlear of Summit Bank 
headquartered in Oakland, with offices in Emoryville and Walnut Cra«k 

With little more than a high school education, Shirley baoan to carve her 
niche In the business world at a relatively younfl age. After moving to the 
Bay Area and accumulating her early banking experience, Shirley made the 
bold move to establish an alternative financial resource for Gay Area 
buslneases and professionals — particularly women who encounter too 
many difficulties and obGtael&a in today's business environment, She lad 
the effort to organize and open Summit Bank in 1992. Together with her 
active Board, Shirley has provided the direction and leadership throughout 
each of the past 15 years of profitable operations and growth at the Bank. 

m addition to her success in building a successful bank. Shirley is an 
advocate for women on many levels. Be it the local community, throughout 
the Bay Area, up and down California, across the region or at the national 
level, she has been an advocate for women In business and banking, 
healthcare and education, publishing and politics, a& well as in leadership 
positions M<ithin an extensile range of nor̂ -proflt and oommunity 
organizations (partial list attached). 

During the past decade, her involvement in the education and creation of 
opportunities for women to partielpata In local, state and national 
politics has focused an increasing level of attention on her within the 
Democratic Party. 

S i d IIROAUWAT 

i>.o. oox m 
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Finanelat Woman of the Year 
Shirley Nelson 
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1 

Shirley's political leadership and participation ranges from Democratic 
National Convention Delegate, to Campaign Treasurer for Congresaional 
Representative Ellen Tauscher; Campaign Advisor for Senator Dlanne 
F̂ elnsteln, to Organizer and Event Chair within the Woman's Leadership 
Forum, hosting First Lady, Hillary Clinton in the Bay Area for a series ot 
networking conferences — the next to take place later this month at the SF 
Hyatt Regency. 

When Shirley is asked If she holds any personal political aspirations, she 
responds by saying that her biggest contribution is In doing the things she 
eurrer̂ ly does to help other women achieve their own success in business 
or in the community at large. She Is committed to creating success 
opportunities for women, who will in«turn help other women to realize 
their own potential in whatever arena they choose to compete. 

Although her formal education ended at the 12th grade. Shirley Nelson has 
become the educator to all who know and work with har. Shirley's success 
and leadership in the Bay Area financial community is a direct result of, 
perhaps, the most Important lesson of all: It's not the size of your goal, 
but the size of your resolve that determines success. 

I enthusiastically nominate Shirley Nelson for your most serious 
consideration for recognition as your 1997 Financial Woman of the Year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A' •' / . 

Cy'Michael Zlemann, President & C.O.O. 
ûrpmit Bank i 

i 
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Women's Leadership Forum 

San IFranLCisco Bay Area 
Ne twork '96 Reception 

PRE-PROGRAM 

"Natijonal Anthem 

aunghy 

Monceco 

Saxophoae Soloist 
Mark Russo 

Welcome 
Carol Pensky 

PROGRAM 

Miscress of Ceremonies 

Andie MacDowell 

Opening' Reinarks 

Tipper Gnore 

Keynote Address 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 

c Event Chair 
Shurley Xelson 

Event YEoe C ^ i r s 
Vicki L. Ber^ 

Angtela Bradstreet Barbara Sdiraejrer 

Host ConnDiuee 

M i r y Alexander Elizabeth C A l d e r i Fted A l t s h u W 

Jul ie t te A n t h o n y Eunice A s i a n i TinaBaakIn 

E n n c M Berber EUny Benn t fo Judi th Bloom 
pttylliB B n x t Sylvia Buiuhoric K i y O ^ h ^ m l i h 
Valexie CuceUana Madetyn O u b e r / id taOieever 

Dr.Caratyn Ctlne Connie Coddin|f I v y Cahen 

Kathleen CniuieU L in Yeioei Caonan D>dU>ie De Domentoo 

L iUna OickBoa Osni ie Ocdin i Jemne DtMvell 
tteJaine Eisr i i i O r f a Eoiil Jaanette Echeredge 

Jo n e U l e f Diane Ffltp|H A U M H I Kieh l Friedinam 

A n n e K i e i i l b i n l i i i a i i F h ^ l i a n-tedmam SfaanmGaiUieiry, Ph.lX 
Oi r losand C I n t i l u Games Ronnie GorcUck PalyeGreeuwuod 

Louise Gund Anne Ha l i t ed j u l i a &. Harlciro 

Berveafy Hayum Oier te Hoi lUde Sbirley Hrai lcy 
Satan M . Hyat t Lisa Kahnbadi KristiiBa ICel i l 

C a m t a i u x B a t r y KUatake Jamei and L i s i L a i r d S i r i lyUl ien tba l 

Sidney t o n ^ OawnLopatnrs Or. Ha th K. Love 

L o r i Hacala Janice Loiralne McDavi t L i z H c D a v i t 
IMellnda MendeUon LMlieDKUea- K a l t n y n M o i r 
Maria Monet FhilUpMoToe SusanH. Mosk 

Oir t ier inc H . Hun*an C u l l c i n e Mud ie r RMjudI Newman 

EddyOr l ian T e r r y Piingleur Druci l la Ramey 
The H o n . LuMiise Ricnnc &Hc RxAiaioa CcUa fi. f t awtand 

M a r y l o Sharmia Margaret Smidi Lozn« Sprain 

Ro3emary Ceurye Straley KatMeen Strickland Pat Stnrdewanc 

"NaaHiicSattim Mary Snr^ Ilicha9<d Swigr 
EUeitTaiDcher KzyeThDOoer, PhJX Snale Tompkina 

Deborah Odin Alicia WaD|r DaoriaM-Ward 

Laura VinAam Linda M . Ziemann Alexi iSr iueCa 

Special Thanks t o 

About Paper Pla> 
Anne Walker Catering 

X>ynaaty EnCerlaininent Cnnip Ino. 
ThcHilbiry RoxUaam Clinton 1 ^ Chd> 



BOBBIE GREENE 

i 
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Children's Hospital 
Department of Medicine 

Harvard Medical School 

00 ;t». .c: 

Judith S. fattrty, M.D. 

Children's Hospital 
300 Longwood Avenue 
Boston, MA 02115 
617-355-6714 
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e-mail: palfrey@al.tch.harvard.edu 

April 14,1998 

Chief Division of 
General Pediatrics 

T. Berry Brazelton 
Professor of Pediatrics 

P6/(b)(6) he event is May f^^^ 

Ms. Bobbie Greene 
Office of the First Lady 
Old Executive Office Building 
Room 100 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Greene, 
Thank you so much for your willingness to help us make Berry Brazelton's 

80* birthday a very special event. Enclosed is the invitation, we ai|e sending to 
family, friends and colleagues. Although his birthday is 
13*. The letter could be dated either 

I would suggest that the letter be sent addressed to Berry in a sealed 
envelope (for the fim of opening) to me. Dr. Judith Palfrey, Division of General 
Pediatrics, Children's Hospital, 300 Longwood Avenue, Boston, MA 02115 with a 
copy of the text so we can take a quick look before the event. 

I am enclosing a biosketch that outlines some of Berry's many 
accomplishments. He has worked directly with the First Lady on a number of 
these. 

If you need any other materials, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Judith S. Palfrey, MD 
Chief, Division of 
General Pediatrics 

JSP:rsc 
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