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May 5, 1998

TO: Ellen Lovell

FROM: Hamiet Fulbright
Judy Weitz

RE: Coming Up Taller Awards and Related Events

While it seems like the fall is a long way away, we are beginning to plan for the Coming
Up Taller Awards ceremony. We want to explore the ‘White House’s interest in
mounting a related event — one that will add to the Awards ceremony in such a way as to
build interest and media coverage of the ceremony, winners, and the power of the arts
and the humanities to inspire and shape young lives. Let’s get together very soon to
brainstorm.

UPDATE

We are very pleased that the NEA has joined with PCAH to sponsor the awards each of
the next three years. With their $50,000 a year contribution, we are easily within reach of
giving 10 awards in 1998, and more than halfway to funding the awards for three years.
Currently, in addition to NEA, we have received support from Travelodge, Universal
Studios, Thomas and Victoria O’Gara, Anne Cox Chambers, and the Richard Rogers
Foundation. Additional fundraisers are planned and other proposals are in the works.

The nomination packet has gone out to over 3,000 state and local arts agencies, state
humanities councils, Coming Up Taller programs, and 200 national arts, humanities, and
children’s organizations plus foundations providing support in these areas. In addition,
the packet is on the Internet through the NEA, NEH, American Association of Museums,
Kids Campaigns, and other Web sites. We have already received 3 nominations!

We are putting together a terrific jury with the help of NEH, NEA, IMLS, PCAH
members, and others. We are still waiting to hear from three invitees but so far we have a
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We just had a very productive meeting with our pnvate-sector patrons network. In ;) \;\%\

addition to providing support for the awards, members are offering in-kind support to
help develop a video on the winning programis, publish 2 commemorative book(let) on
the winners, and support our public relations needs. In addition, they are developing
ways to support individual local programs.
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Clearly for NEA and us, the cornerstone of the fall events is the Awards ceremony in the
White House with the First Lady. The Commemorative Book will be available at this
event along with an update by NEA of federal financing streams that fund the arts.
However, other events are being discussed as possible additions to create 2 more
comprehensive rollout. The NEA is thinking of a small invitation-only conference on
assessment, training and funding issues raised by these hybrid programs with one foot in
the cultural world and the other in the prevention, youth development, and education
worlds. Our corporate partners are eager to have a press conference where their
involvement in this field will be front and center. (This is the event for which the video is
being planned.)

A coordinated timetable for these three events has not been discussed. Our conversations
with Bobbje Green suggest that early November, right after the elections, is the most
likely time for Mrs. Clinton to host the Awards ceremony. We would appreciate your
assessment of the lilely schedule and any assistance you can give in firming up the date
as the summer progresses so we can plan accordingly.

ADDITIONAL WHITE HOUSE EVENT

We would like to talk with you about your interest in and ideas for a White House event —
perhaps as part of the Millennium series you have been organizing - to augment and
enrich the Awards ceremony. We might consider combining the Awards ceremony and
something else into a single White House event, perhaps in the evening to add to its
magnificence! Below are some of our thoughts:

e A lecture on a related topic by a well-known person.

e A musical evening featuring children -- choirs, such as the Eastern High School
Choir, Duke Ellington singing groups, Chicago or Oakland Children’s Choirs, etc.
There also is a terxific jazz ensemble out of Oregon or Washingtan State.

¢ Performances and “‘conversations” by professional artists and their child mentors —
Wynton Marsalis, Frances McDormand, Denyce Graves, Debbie Allen, the West
Coast glassblower who works with at-risk kids, etc. They need not be famous adults.

e A sports and arts “‘confab” bringing in prominent sports figures who also work in the
arts — Pellom McDanijels of the Arts for Smarts Foundation and Fish Out Of Water
Writing Club who is a linebacker for the Kansas Chiefs; David Robinson, pianist,

founder of the Carver Center and San Antonio-based professional basketball player.

etc. :
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April 27, 1998
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Dear Larry:

Thank you very much for the wonderful
crystal award. Hillary and I are honored to
have been recognized by the Arts Council of
Santa Clara County for our support of the arts
and humanities.

We appreciate your thoughtfulness and send
our best wishes to you and everyone at the Arts
Council of Santa Clara County.

Sincerely, B’u CUHTON

BC/AGG/LA/RSM/RLM/ddj-ddj (Corres. #3898115)
(4.stone.l)
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