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Doris O. Matsui

09/21/98 10:37:33 AM
Record Type: Record

To: Roberta W. Greene/WHO/EQOP

cc:
Subject: | remembered!

This is a request that your office has: a request from Congressman Jim Obestar to address the 8th
annual Jo Obestar Memorial lecture on Cancer awareness. Many of us knew Jo Obestar, the
Congressman's first wife, and supported her as she went through her courageous struggle.. Jim
Obestar would like HRC to do one of the lectures.....the request is for October for cancer
awareness month, although if that is impossible, something in November might be a possibility.

| had submitted a scheduling request in July or August.

You can reach me at 65197. Thanks!
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Schoo 1253
Zubovski lvar 5, tel: 246-6280
Principal: Nina Andreyevna Kudravtseva

The school has 800 students in grades 1-11. It is an intensive
English school with a full regular curriculum. English is taught
beginning in the second grade. Starting this year they are
offering a pre-med program for grades 10 and 11.

The sports hall is under renovations, VYeltsin was at the school
on Sept 1 and added the school to his reconstruction program.
The school began in 1932 and has been an English language school
for the last 35 years. It is one of the first English language
schools. The school was one of 25 schools included in an
exchange program under the auspices of presidents Reagan and
Gorbachev. The sister school is a private school in St. Louis,
MO. They have exchange both teachers and students under this
program

On Sept 1 during the first hour, the teachers meet with their
students. The topic is "Moscow: City of Happy Childhood." Then
there is a solemn ceremony in the main hall. Each teacher does a
specific program. They decorate the room. Some presenters read
poetry, play music or put on a small show. The assembly hall is
on the second floor and has a large main entrance and small back
door. They could do a 3pm ceremony for 30-45 minutes.

Unable to confirm percents which would understand if
President spoke in English, but estimate that they would be
the same as the other school (all or the students, about one-

third of the teachers, and about half of the parents would
understand. )
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POLITICAL BACKGROUND ON SCHOOLS
1253, 1261, AND 1284

STATE DUMA

All three schools fall within the same federal electoral
district represented in the lower house of the Russian

parliament (the State Duma) by Nikolay Nikolayavich
Conchar.

Gonchar was born in 1946 and has a background in economics
and engineering. He was chairman of the Moscow City
Council in 1991, a post he won with equal support from
democrats and leftists. Since then., he has been affiliated
with a number of minor, centrist parties. 1In 1993, he was
elected to the upper chamber of the Russian parliament, the
Federation Council, where he served as chairman of its
Budget Committee. In 1995, he won a seat in the State Duma
by defeating a powerful slate of candidates, including
Sergey Goncharov (see below). In the Duma, Gonchar sits on
the Budget Committee as a political independent. He ran
for a seat in the Moscow city council in December 1997, in
hopes of being elected chairman of the council cnce again
and thereby becoming ex officio a member of the Federation
Council. His electoral block was opposed by Mayor Luzhkov,
however, and Gonchar remained in the Duma.

In 1996, Gonchar received official thanks from President
Yeltsin for his assistance in the presidential election.

In 1987, Gonchar joined the “Anti-NATO" deputies’ group in
the Duma (a multi-party organization that opposes NATO
enlargement). Since 1997, he has also been a member of
Russia’s Commission on UNESCO Affairs. Gonchar is a strong

proponent of an economic union between Russia and several
CIS countries. :

CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT #1

Schools #1253 and #1261 are both located in this electoral
district, and are represented in the Moscow City Council by
Sergey Alekseyevich Goncharov. Goncharov, born in 1948, is
a2 veteran of the KGB’s anti-terrorist Special Forces “Alfa
Group.” He fought in some of the more famous engagements
of the war in Afghanistan, where he was wounded. He also
served with Alfa in Dushanbe, Baku, and Vilnius, where some
of the ugliest incidents involving attacks on pro-



-
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independence demonstrators took place during the years of
the Soviet Union’s collapse.

Goncharov is a firm “law and order”-type politician who was
affiliated with Aleksandr Lebed and currently is a member
of Lebed’s former party, “Congress of Russian Communities”
(KRO) .  Since 1997, Goncharov has also served as President
of the Russian Union of Security Enterprises, and is a-
member of the consultative council of the federal Ministry
of Internal Affairs. He has been in the Moscow City
Council since 1993, having most recently been re-elected in
1997 with support from Moscow Mayor Yuriy Luzhkov. He is a
staunch advocate of strengthening anti-crime legislation,
and is also a proponent of the free sale of firearms.

CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT #2

School #1284 is located in this electoral district and
represented in the Moscow City Council by Mikhail Ivanovich
Moskvin~-Tarkhanov. Moskvin-Tarkhanev was born in 1953; his
parents were actors in the Moscow Art Theatre. He
graduated from Moscow State University’s biological
faculty, and worked throughout the 1980’s in a number of

institutes and academies on the social and cultural
infrastructure of Moscow.

Since 1989 he has been an active participant in the
democratic party “Democratic Russia” and a member of the
human rights organization “Memorial.” He has engaged in a
number of humanitarian efforts with the Russian Bible
Society and Orthodox University to provide food and medical
aid for the poor. He is also a scientific advisor to the
“White Crane” fund for rehabilitation of children suffering
from auto-immune diseases. Elected to the City Council in
1993, Moskvin-Tarkhanov has worked on building relations
between various religious confessions, and was in charge of
questions related to the architecture and reconstruction of
downtown Moscow, the protection of historical sites, and
support for culture and art. He currently is a member of
the democratic party “Democratic Choice of Russia,” and
also belongs to the “All-Russian Christian Union.” He is
also a member of the Board of Directors of the Pushkin
Fund.
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September 17 1998

Bobbie Greene

Office of the First Lady
OEOB 100
Washington DC 20500

Dear Bobbie, (oD MI\

It was so nice talking to you today about the upcoming Duke Ellingtony/birthday
celebration. He is, of course, DC’s most beloved native son, born just a few blocks from
the White House on April 29, 1899. In honor of that event, the Duke Ellington
Centennial Commission is planning a year-long celebration complete with free concerts,
walking tours, symposia, poetry readings, storytellers, and more. (My role, as I
mentioned, has been to persuade the various arts organizations in town to join in the
salute, and their response has been just wonderful.)

I was very excited to hear that the First Lady is in the process of trying to save money
to rescue t mpgton archive at Queens College. What a great thing! She might also be
interested to know that closer to home, there is another Ellington site worth rescuing—the
house at 2728 Sherman Avenue which he bought as a young artist just starting his career.
(His birthplace at 2129 Ward Place has been torn down.) I addition, we wondered if she
and the President might not be interested in hosting an Ellington j ]azz concert at the White
House sometime during 1999.

I’m sending you a packet of material about the Duke Ellington Centennial
Commission and also about the Charlin Jazz Society, the overall sponsor, both of which
are local, non-profit organizations headed by Washington native Charles Cassell. As
you’ll see, he and Charlin Jazz have a lot of experience staging jazz concerts and public
events. I have already contacted Ellen Lovell, Capricia-Marshall and Melanne Verveer
suggesting that one of you sit down with Mr. Cassell and me in the near future to explore
this exciting possibility. I know that DC Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton has written to
the President, expressing the hope that the White House will support the Ellington
commemoration. Ann Lewis, with whom I’ve talked, is enthusiastic about it as well.

So with all this excitement, I hope the First Lady will want to do something to honor
the man many think of as America’s Mozart as well as his connection to DC.

Many, many thanks for your interest. I look forward to heanng from you at your
earliest convenience. My telephone number is [Ty, Po/(b)(6) gde.

Yours sincerely,

Barbara Matusow



Charlin Jazz Society * 2025 “I” St NW Wash DC 20006 * (202) 331-9404 [E-Mail charlinjaz@aol.com

O Apl 2, 99, EdRENEdy “Dyke” llNTN,Ashi’
ReNOWNEd naTivE son, and possessor of one of the world’s most recognizable §
iinames, would have been 100 year old.

{To this day, his conmibution 10 The musical culwre of the world remains |
{lunmatched ... in creativity, variety and volume. '

IThe unigue melodic and harmonic constructions That characierized s
florchestrations seT liim apart from all others in The business.

[He was in such continual demand thar he was able 1o keep his musical
| aggregation intact during World War I, an international conflict thar caused ||
fithe Temporary disruption of most other jazz orchesiras.

His orchestra was more widely raveled than any other. He is internationally
ReNowNed both for his rRecordings avd for his live performances in most of
\the cultural capinals of the world.

His compositions covered A Greater variery of styles, moods and rhiyrhms than
iithose of any other composer. '

JANd ke remains the  most significant artist 10 have composed suites dedicared |
1o other nations of The world.

i The purpose of the Duke Ellingron Centennial Commission , a project of The |§
HCharlin Jazz Sociery, is 1o bring Together as many of the Region's amts |
llorganizations and enthusiasts as possible 1o plan for a centennial ribute worthy |
ilof This distinguished artist. :

| The Commission will present A month- - long program of celebratory events in
lithe Memopolitan WashingTon area in April, 199 9.

Also, leading up 10 The Grand celebration in 1999, special performances will
iibe presented during the month of April, 71998, when the “Countdows 1o |
ID100 N 1999” begins. ’

DUKE ELLINGTON
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“DUKE’'S 100™“
April 1, 1999 through April 30, 1999
International Celebration of
Washingron, D.C. Native Son Duke Ellingron’s 100" Birthday
- April 29, 19929
A projecr of rhe Charlin Jazz Society

April 29, 1999 will be the 100* bimhdA); of native Washingronian Edward Kennedy. “Duke”
Ellingron, Renowned as THe 20* CENTURY'S MASTER COMPOSER, ARRANGER AN ORChesTRa lEader.

Ellingron's 100* birrhday will be the occasion for a international celebration whose nucleus will be
Washington, D.C., the community that nurtured the development of his uniQue Talents.

During Ellington’s birthmonth in 1999, the “Duke Ellingron Cenrennial Commission, ”established by
the Charlin Jazz Sociery in 1994, will produce “Duke’s 100*. This will be a month of performances
and educarional events culminaring in A Grand Irernanional Duke Ellivgron Festival on he federal mall
west of the U.S. Capirol building, proposed for joint city and federal Government sponsorshiip.

The Centennial Commission consists of major culrural and historic organizations in The Memopolian
WashingToN Area, AMONG WHom ARE REpRESENTATIVES Of THe Smithsonian INstirution, Kennedy Center, The
Public School System, the media and the ArTs community.

IN irs anwual megtings, THe Commission has developed a general plan of events 1o begin in April, 1998,
coinciding with the starr of the “Countdown 10 Duke’s 100" in 1999.”

WynioN Marsalis, RENOWNE TRUMPETER, COMPOSER, orchesma leader and educartor, is the lonorary
chair of the Commission and will participate as composer aNd diRecTOR. AMONG OTHER PROMINENT
members are David Baker, Director of the Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Orchiestra; John Hasse,
Curator of Music ar the Swithsonian Instiurion and author of the recent Ellingron biography,
“Beyond Caregory, The Life and Genius of Ellingron;” and ReNOWNEd sTAGE ANd SCREEN STAR Al FReeman,
Chiairman of the Theater and Drama Deparment, Howard University.

Avong the “Duke’s 100 events planned by the Duke Ellingron Centennial Commission will be
continuing program of educational acriviries in e schools ANd communiry CENTERs. This will vake place
during the “Year of Ellington,” beginning with kis 9 9* birthday, April 29, 1298 and ending with
his 100" on April 29, 19292 9. All pRESENTING ORGANIZATIONS iN THE AREA (including churches and nighr
clubs) will be requested 10 develop an intensified focus on The many significant bur less wellknown
works of Ellingron, especially his several religious compositions and his suires named for the foreign
narions where he performed. > ower P




This international celebrarion, ar he close of the wentieth century, will be designed 10 Generate an
accelerated inflow of Ellingron enthusiasts from around the world. The resulrant image and Revenue
enhancement for the Washingron Memropolitan area should be substantial.

During The past fifteen years, the Charlin Jazz Sociery has been the major producer of Duke Ellingron
concert and festival Tributes in the Washingron Memopalitan area.

IN 1987, the D.C. Commission on The Arrs and Humaniries designared Charlin as the coordinator
and fiscal agen for The first citywide weekdong celebration of the extensive works of its most famous
NATIVE SON.

Among The events Thar ook place during the 1987 “Duke Ellingion Week,” in D.C. were the
following Charlin Jazz Society events- (1) a Duke Ellingron Concerr for Young People,” held ar the
Duke Ellingron School of the Arrs; (2) A “hzz Iv the Schools Workshop” fearuring Mercer
Ellington, who succeeded his father as leader of the orchesra; () our annual  “Duke Ellingron
Birthday Festival,” held on Freedom Plaza (adjacent 1o the narional Theater); and (4) the culminaring
event, THe “Show of Shows.” For this event, Charlin board member, rumper master Clark Terry,
assembled a big band featuring many of the Ellingron Alumni who weRe still alive and performing.

In addirion 10 its own presentations, Charlin coordinared the producrion of o “Choral Tribure 10
Ellivgron” keld ar rhe Washingron Carbiedral, A “Corron Club revue” at the Hyarr Regency Horel,
and Ellingron discussions on several radio proGrams.

Since 1987, the Chiarlin Jazz sociery has included Ellingron mibutes in irs annual program schedules.
OuR last ciywide Ellingron festival was presented in 1989 in celebration of his 90* birtliday.
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Charlin Jazz Society

2025 “1” Swreer, NW. * Suire 501 * WAshiquoﬁ, D.C. 20006
(202) 331-9404 * Fax (202) 3319720 * EMail charlinjaz@apol.com

Yission of the Cherlin Jlazz Society

dekkkkkikkhkddhkkkthkikhihhddddkhdddokdkikkkikik

he mission of the Charlin Jazz Society is “ro nourish jazz As a narional TREASURE.”|

The Sociry is reflective of and responsive 10 The popularion of The Memopolitan Washingron
reGion. Therefore, its concent, festival and educarional programs showcase emerging Talent as well
as thar of the Grear jazz arrists. The armistic vision Thar Charlin holds for the region is thar of an
AreA Alive with opportunities 10 hear jazz, 1o study it, and for those who wish 10 pURSUE caREERs As
jazz Artists, 10 perform ir.

The Sociery fulfills this vision by incorporating educarional acriviries ... workshops, musical forums
and master classes ... into its annual program of concerts and festivals. The program is for
learners of all ages AnNd centers around Two premises: first, That every American can feel proud of
and be A part of 1he jazz wadition; and second, thar To undersiand jaz is 7o understand how
harmonNy can spring from diversity.

With federal, municipal and private arrs funding, the Society provides free jazz educarion
proGrans for OUR YOUNGER cirizens (“Jazz in the Schools”), and for our mature citizens (“Jazz for
Seniors”).

The season includes four major concerts and Two festivals.  In addiional 10 their evening
performances, The featured arrists parricipare in The free workshops in The community.

The workshops highlighr the historical, sociological and estheric richness of jazz in all of frs many
forms. Faciliries where students and seniors normally do not have ready access 10 such culrural
 |Activities Are included in Charlin's site selection.

Another important community ourReach is “Jazz in the Neighborhoods,” presented in public
housing developments, Police Boys & Girls Club and other similar faciliries.

Charlin’s wo ourdoor festivals have become culrural raditions amracting residents and visitors
from he region and from across e nation. ONe of the festivals focuses on The music of
Washingion’s most famous narive son, Duke Ellingron, and the other, “Hor Salsa,” celebrates
Lanin Jazz.

Over the years, the Charlin Jazz Sociery has presented the Duke Ellingron Orchiestra, conducred
by his son, Mercer Ellingron; the Count Basie Orchiesra, conducted by sar saxophionist, Frank
Foster; Tio Puente and his Latin Jazz Orchesra;  the Ponchio Sanchez Ensemble; and the
following renowned artists: TRumpeT masters Dizzy Gillespie and Wynton Magsalis;  vocalists Joe
Williams, Jon Hendricks, Marlena Shaw, Nnenna Freelon, and Vanessa Rubin; saxophionists James
Moody, Charlie Rouse and Antonio Parker; and pianists Monty Alpander, Hank Jones, Sik

Roland Hanna, Stanley Cowell and Marcus Robers.




DUKE ELLINGTON CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

CALENDAR OF
SCHEDULED AND TENTATIVE EVENTS
November, 1998 through December, 1999

PREPARED BY THE DUKE ELLINGTON CENETENNIAL COMMISSION
A Project of the Charlin Jazz Society

l KK = Events presented by the Duke Ellington Centennial Commission] [FC = Funding Committed]

CONFIRMED DATEY

* Presentations for Students
* Site .. Kennedy Center Follow Through .. Barbara Matusow

. Thurs, & :Friz:Febtuary. 40 & 54,1999 .

* Host .. Billy Taylor
* Special quests performers Follow Though .. Barbara Matusow

. iThurs February: 14999 .. 730 PM FREMEMBERING ELLINGTONY (FO)
* An evening of music and reminiscences by family members, friends,
musicians, fans and others who knew Duke Ellington
* Moderator .. Mark Tucker, author of “Ellington: The Early Years”
* Site .. 19th Street Baptist Church, 4606 - 16t St NW Wash DC 20011
* Sponsored by .. The Historical Society of DC & The 19t St Baptist Church
Follow through .. Barbara Matusow

TESMITHSONIAN'
' 7 (FQ

* Followed by a lecture by)ohn Hasse au’chor an Ellmgton biography

* Site .. Kennedy Center Follow through ... Charles Cassell



1999 am PRESSGONFERENGE! ¥k
* Announcement of the “Duke Ellington Centennial Celebration”
and the events that will occur from November 24,1998 through 1999
* Site .. Duke Ellington Plaza at the Metro stop in the 1200 block of
U Street across from the Lincoln Theater.
* Musical performance by the Duke Ellington School of the Arts Jazz
Ensemble Follow z‘/7roug/; ... Chatles Casse//

Maniay A5 4999 .. 7:30 pm PSPECIALTRIBUT S DUREFLLINGTONA (FC)
* The Billy Taylor Trio performs
* Billy Taylor and Ellington biographer, John Hasse discuss the life
and career of Washington’s most celebrated native son, Duke Ellington
* Site .. Terrace Theater, Kennedy Center  Follow through ... Barbata Matusow

.rr‘:s.,w

Sytarday April 31999 .“DUKE ELLINGTON'S.BLUES? .. 7:30 PM .. (FO)
TRUMPETMASTER JON FADDIS AND A LOCAL ENSEMBLE FOCUS ON
ELLINGTON'SFREQUENT USE OF THE BLUES FORM IN HIS COMPOSITIONS.
Publick Playhouse, Cheverly, MD ... Produced by the Chatlin Jazz Society

ROGRAMS ABOUT-DUKE
‘ : . - : ‘REGION %%
: Talen’ced educa’cors such as jazz radio hosts Broz‘/;erA/) and Miyuki
Williams visit schools the area twice each week during the month of
April, 1999 ... two senior high schools, two junior high schools and four
elementary schools. Follow through .......................... Phone .................

NI

Sunday, Apil 111999 . GTON’S: 'S CREDC@NCERT" KK
Performed by ’che Tritonus Choir of Copen/zagen Denmark with fe atured
vocalist from the Union Temple Baptist Church
* Site .. Union Temple Baptist Church, Anacostia, D.C.
Follow through ...  Charles Cassell

Monday - Aprili2631999 .. 7:30 pm TE. STON:CONCERT" (FO)
* Performed by “Wynton Marsa//s and the ./_/nco/n Cem‘er Jazz Orc/7esfra
* Site .. Concert Hall, Kennedy Center Follow through ... Charles Cassell



ADDITIONAL EVENTS FOR WHICH WE HAVE COMMITMENTS ...-D100 PREFERRED
DATES TO BE CONFIRMED, WHERE POSSIBLE, BY SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1998

T ADHl . 630 pm CONGRESSIONALRECEPTIONA XXX
IN HONOR OF THE DUKE’S 100™"
* Sponsored by the Congressional Black Caucus
* Host .. The Honorable John Conyers, Jr.
* Site ... The Caucus Room, Longwor’ch Bui|cling
| Follow through by Charles Cassell

DUKE~?-ELLIN.GT@Nz:CONCERT.zFOR.:?"'YOUNG PEOPLE (FC2)

* Performed by the Smithsonian Institution’s Youth Band.

* Site .. Duke Ellington School of the Arts. (Students to be bussed to this site from
schools throughout the city  Follow through ... Chatles Cassell

: Parade- ngh school )umor ngh School Fraternal and mlhtary service marchmg
bands ,

* Parade Grand Marshal- the new Mayor of Washmgton D.C.

* Festival- High School jazz ensembles, jazz and Latin Jazz ensembles from the area

and jazz vocalists from the area. Follow through
Chatles Cassell and Steve Coleman, Friend of Meridian Hill

AMERICA (FCQ) ... Dateto be determined
’ Modera’cor- Murray Horwitz, NPR
* Panelists- Ellington biographer, John Hasse, Jazz Masterworks Orchestra Director,
David Baker, and_ Ellington archivist at the Smithsonian [nsitution, Rueben Jackson.

Follow through ................c......oo.. Phone......coooviviiiiiiii,



'- JAL:BIG: Ak .. (FQO Datc to be determined

’ The |azz orches’cras oFUDC Unlversn’cy of Maryland, College Park; and

Howard University perform the many compositions of Duke Ellington
Follow through ............................... Phone

DUKErELLl} GTONBAL ANCE:%CONCERTf o (FQ) Date to be determined

The Washington Ballet, £/vi Moore, General Director; and the Duke

Ellington School of the Arts Dance Company, Lynn Welters, Department Chair; will

design a joint performance for presentation at one of the city’s major venues
Follow through ............................ Phone.....................

R Zi e R et e AR G 2 B T Al e M AN AL B
DUKE ELLINGTON : MUSICAL FORUM - “EVENING EXCHANGE? (FO)
WHUT-TV ... HOSTED BY KOJO NNAMDI..
Date, early in April, to be Determined
Panelists .. Clark Terry, Wynton Marsalis, Jon Faddis, Roland Hanna
(Sponsor needed to cover panelists expenses)
Follow through ... Michael Mobley

“DUKE’S NIGHTZCABARET - BLUES ALLEY:NIGHT CLUB .. Date to be determined
Request the club’s booklng agent, Ralph Camilli to provide an emcee who is
knowledgeable about Ellington, (such as Brother Ah) and have the musicians focus
on Ellington comipositions. ( FC) Follow through ... Michael Mobley

,,,,, .-. el ;—w;ﬁwr'-

R g W"F

Em bassy oF South Afnca Hon Ezra Mtshontst Cultu ral Attache. Mr. Mtschontsi
Has agreed to bring jazz musicians to this country for the reception. *%X
Follow through ... Name .......................... Phone................

BORDERSBOOKS..| Noted jaz z historian, A.B. Spellman interviews renowned guitarist,
Kenny Butrell, legendary performer of Ellington compositions (FC) %%
Date to be determined. (Sponsor will be needed to cover the artist’s expenses)

Follow through ... Name.......................... Phone:...............
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STUDENT.COMPETITION AWARDS CEREMONY! XXX
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER Date to be determined
* Musical Composition (Inspired by Ellington works)
* Ellington Memorial Design
* Poetty (Inspired by the life and career of Ellington)
* Architectural Design of a Duke Ellington Petforming Arts Center
(For university architectural students) Follow through .. Chatles Cassell

‘DUKEELLINGTON. FILM-FESTIVAL? (FC?) Date to be determined
. REQUEST THAT FILMFEST DEDICATE ONE PRESENTATION TO FILMS THT FOCUS
ON DUKE ELLINGTON OR THAT INCORPORATE HIS COMPOSITIONS IN THE
SCRIPT. Follow through ... Bob Malsom
"WHITE HOUSE DUKE ELLINGTON CENTENNIAL TRIBUTE” Date to be determined
INSIDE AND OUTSIDE UNDER A TENT ON THE SOUTH LAWN ... %X
The tribute might honor jazz artists from Washington, D.C., Ellington’s home town,
including the Duke Ellington School of the Arts Jazz Ensemble, The Smithsonian Jazz
Masterworks Orchestra and other renowned artists who called Washington, D.C. their
home.
(Responses from those w1th White House connections have been favorable.
Bob Malsom could join Batbara Matusow in following up with Ellen Lovell, who heads
the President’s Millenium Committee. Sponsors should be readily available when a
favorable reply is received)

JAZZ ARTISTSINTHE AREA WISH.I.NC'.. c?‘?):-.-:po NATE THEIR SERVICES|

(Date to be determined)  Follow through ... Bob Malsom

VINXPAND'SEVERAL REN'owN'ED POP ARTISTS S PERFORMING ELLINGTON
COMPOSITIONS FROM ‘A POP: PERSPECTIVE; Lisner Auditoium Date ..late March 99
Fo//ow f/;rougb . Linda Wernick Casc//

’POEMS FOR DUK ELLINGTON: to: BE'PRESENTED BY POET & D100
COMMISSION_E ETl__-l'ELBERT MILLER WHO WILL REQUEST THE PARTICIPATION
OF U.5:*POET:LAUREATE TOBERT PINSKY. Date to be determined

Follow through .. Michael Mobley
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Bobbie Greene

Office of the First Lady
OEOB 100
Washington DC 20500

Dear Bobbie, (oD M’\

It was so nice talking to you today about the upcoming Duke Ellington/birthday
celebration. He is, of course, DC’s most beloved native son, born just a few blocks from
the White House on April 29, 1899. In honor of that event, the Duke Ellington
Centennial Commission is planning a year-long celebration complete with free concerts,
walking tours, symposia, poetry readings, storytellers, and more. (My role, as I
mentioned, has been to persuade the various arts organizations in town to join in the
salute, and their response has been just wonderful.)

I was very excited to hear that the First Lady is in the process of trying to save money

Mn archive at Queens College. What a great thing! She might also be

interested to know that closer to home, there is another Ellington site worth rescuing—the
house at 2728 Sherman Avenue which he bought as a young artist just starting his career.
(His birthplace at 2129 Ward Place has been torn down.) I addition, we wondered if she
and the President might not be interested in hosting an Ellington j ]azz concert at the White
House sometime during 1999.

I’m sending you a packet of material about the Duke Ellington Centennial
Commission and also about the Charlin Jazz Society, the overall sponsor, both of which
are local, non-profit organizations headed by Washington native Charles Cassell. As
you’ll see, he and Charlin Jazz have a lot of experience staging jazz concerts and public
events. I have already contacted Ellen Lovell, Capricia Marshall and Melanne Verveer
suggesting that one of you sit down with Mr. Cassell and me in the near future to explore
this exciting possibility. I know that DC Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton has written to
the President, expressing the hope that the White House will support the Ellington
commemoration. Ann Lewis, with whom I’ve talked, is enthusiastic about it as well.

So with all this excitement, I hope the First Lady will want to do something to honor
the man many think of as America’s Mozart as well as his connection to DC.

Many, many thanks for your interest. Ilook forward to hearing from you at your
earliest convenience. My telephone number is P& Pe/ojo) )

Yours sincerely,

Barbara Matusow
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NAil 2, 1 99,Edwn KNey ‘UE' EllNo ATN’s 01
firenowned Native son, And possessor of one of The world’s most recognizable |
jjNames, would have been 100 year old.

iTo this day, his conmiburion 10 the musical culiure of the world remains |§
Munmarched ... in creativity, variety and volume. : L

The unioue melodic and harmonic constructions That characterized  his [§
orchestrations set him apart from all others in The business.

IHe was in such continual demand that hie was able 1o keep his musical :
JlagGregation inTact during World War I, an international conflict thar caused
the 1EMpoRrary disruption of most other jazz orchestras.

His orchesira was more widely Traveled than any other. He is iNTERNATIONALlY [§
rReNowNed  both for his recordings avd for his live performances in most of |}
fithe cultural capitals of the world.

[His compositions covered A GRreater variety of styles, moods and rhythims than |3
those of any other composer. '

BANd ke remains The  most significant artist 10 have composed  suites dedicared §
10 other nations of The world.

I The purpose of the Duke Ellivgron Cenrennial Commission , a project of the §
KCharlin Jazz Society, is 10 bring TOoGETHER As many of the ReGion’s ARts ||
| organizations and enthusiasts as possible 1o plan for a centennial Tribute worthy |
llof this distinguished arist.

IThe Commission will present A month- - long program of celebratory Events iN
i1he Meropolitan WashingTon area in April, 199 9. i

Also, leading up 10 The Grand celebration in 1999, special performances will
Ibe presented during the month of April, 71998, when the “Countdown 710 i
D100 iN 1999” begins.

"DUKE ELLINGTON



Chaclin JJazz Society
30073 VanNess Smreer, N.W. * Suite W107 * Washington DC 20008
(202)686-2816 * Fax (202) 6864870 * Ewail charlinjaz @aol.com

“DUKE’S 100™“
April 1, 1999 through April 30, 1999
International Celebrarion of :
Washingron, D.C. Narive Son Duke Ellingron's 100" Birthday .
April 29, 1999
A projecr of rhe Chaglin Jazz Sociery

April 29, 1999 will be the 100* birthday of narive Washingronian Edward Kennedy “Duke”
Ellingron, Renowned as The 20 CENTURY's MASTER COMPOSER, ARRANGER ANd ORCHEsTRA leader.

Ellingron’s 100* birrhday will be the occasion for an internarional celebrarion whose nucleus will be
Washingron, D.C., e community thar nurtured the development of his uniue Talents.

During Ellingron’s birthmonth in 1999, he “Duke Ellingron Cevrenwial Commission, ” established by
the Charlin Jazz Sociery in 1994, will produce “Duke’s 100*. This will be A month of performances
and educational events culminating in A Grand Ivrernarional Duke Ellingron Festival on the federal mall
west of the U.S. Capivol building, proposed for joint city and federal Government sponsorship.

The Cenrennial Commission consists of major culiural and historic organizations in the Memopolitan
Washingron area, AMONG whom ARe RepREsenTaTives of The Smithsonian Instirution, Kennedy Center, THE
Public School System, the media and the ArTs community.

In irs annual metings, The Commission has developed a General plan of events 1o begin in April, 1998,
coinciding with the start of the “Countdown 10 Duke's 100*in 1999.”

Wynton Marsalis, renowned TRuMpETER, composer, orchesira leader and educator, is the hoNoRARY
chair of 1he Commission and will parricipate as composer And diRECTOR. AMONG OTHER PROMINENT
members are David Baker, Director of the Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks ORchesTra; John Hasse,
Curator of Music ar the Swmithsonian Institution and author of the recent Ellingron: biography,
“Beyond Cateory, The Life and Genius of Ellingron;” and renowned stage ANd screen sTaR Al FReeman,
Chirman of the Theater and Drama Deparment, Howard University.

Avong e “Duke’s 100*” events planned by the Duke Ellingron Centennial Commission will be a
continuing program of educarional activiries in the schools and community centers. This will 1ake place
during the “Year of Ellingron,” beginning with his 9 9* birthday, April 29, 1298 and ending with
kis 100* on April 29, 199 9. All presenting orGanizations in the area (including churches and nighr
clubs) will be requested 10 develop an intensified focus on the many significant bur less wellknown
works of Ellingron, especially his several religious compositions and hiis suites named for the foreign
.Nations where e performed. > owr




This international celebration, ar the close of the twentieth century, will be designed To generate an
accelerated inflow of Ellingron enthusiasts from around the world. The resulrant image and Revenue
enhancement for the Washingron Memopolitan area should be subsvantial.

During 1he pasr fifreen years, the Charlin Jazz Sociery has been the major producer of Duke Ellingron
concert ANd festival wibures in the Washingron Memopolitan area.

IN 1987, 1he D.C. Commission onN the Arts and Humanities designated Charlin as the coordinator
and fiscal agen for The first citywide weekdong celebration of the extensive works of its most famous
NATIVE SON,

Among The events Thar Took place during the 1987 “Duke Ellingron Week,” in D.C. were the
following Charlin Jazz Sociery events- (1) a Duke Ellingron Concerr for Young People,” held ar the
Duke Ellingron School of the Arts; (2) A “hazz Iv the Schools Workshop” Featuring Mercer
Ellingron, who succeeded his father as leader of the orchesra;  (3) our annual  “Duke Ellivgrow
Birthday Festival,” held on Freedom Plaza (adjacent o the national Theater); and (4) the culminaring
event, the “Show of Shows.” For this event, Charlin board member, TRumper master Clark Terry,
assembled a big band Featuring many of the Ellingron Alumni who were still alive and performing.

In addirion 10 its own presentations, Charlin coordinated the production of A “Choral Tribure ro
Ellivgron” keld ar rhe Washingron Cathedral, A “Corron Club revue” a1 the Hyarr Regency Horel,
and Ellingron discussions on several radio programs.

Since 1987, the Charlin Jazz sociery has included Ellingron mwibutes in its annual program schiedules.
Our last citywidk Ellingron festival was presented in 198 9 in celebration of his 90* birthday.
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Charlin Jazz Society
2025 “1” Sweer, NW. * Svite 501 * Washingron, D.C. 20006
(202) 331-9404 * Fax (202) 331-9720 * EMail charlinjaz@apl.com

Yhission of the Charlin Jlazz Society
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[The mission of the Charlin Jazz Society is “1o vourish jazz as a national TReasure.”|

The Sociery is reflective of and responsive 10 the population of the Memopolitan Washingron
region. Therefore, its concenrt, festival and educational proGrams showcease emerging Talent as well
as thar of the Grear jazz artists. The aristic vision thar Charlin holds for the region is thar of an
are alive with oppoRTuniTies 10 hear jazz, 1o srudy it, And for Those who wish 10 pURSUE CAREERS As
jazz Artists, 70 perform ir.

The Sociery fulfills visis vision by incorporating educarional activities ... workshops, musical forums
and master classes ... into its annual program of concerts and festivals. The program is for
learnenrs of All ages and centers ARound Two premises: first, Thar every American can feel proud of
and be a parr of the jazz madition; and second, that 10 undersiand jazz is To undersiand low
harmONy AN spRING from diversity.

With federal, MUNicipA( and private arrs funding, the Sociery provides free jazz educarion
programs for OuR yoUNGER citizens (“Jazz in The Schools”), and for our maTure citizens (“Jazz for |
Seniors”).

The season includes four major concerts and wo festivals. I additional 10 their evening
performances, the fearured arrists participate in The free workshops in e community.

The workshops highligh the historical, sociological and estheric richness of jazz in all of its many
forms. Faciliries where students and seniors Normally do not have ready access 1o such cutrural
 |acriviries age included in Charlin's site selection.

AnotHER imporTanT community outreach is “Jazz in The Neighborhoods,” presented in public
housing developmenas, Police Boys & Girls Club and other similar faciliries.

Charlin's wo ourdoor festivals have becomé culrural Traditions Armacting residents and visitors
from The region and from across the nation. Owe of the festivals focuses on the music of
WashingTon's * most famous Narive soN, Duke Ellivgron, and the other, “Hor Salss,” celebrates
Lanv Jazz.

Over the years, the Charlin Jazz Sociery has presented the Duke Ellingron Orcliesra, conducred
by his son, Mercer Ellington; the Count Basie Orchiestra, conducted by star saxophionist, Frank
Foster; Tio Puente and hiis Larin Jazz Orchesra;  the Ponchio Sanchez Ensemble; and the
following renowned artists: TRumper masters Dizzy Gillespie avd Wynton Marsalis;  vocalists Joe
Williams, Jon Hendricks, Marlena Shaw, Nnenna Freelon, and Vanessa Rubin; saxophonists James
Moody, Charlie Rouse and Antonio Parker; and pianists Monty Alexander, Hank Jones, Sir
Roland Hanna, Stantey Cowell and Marcus Roberrs.
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DUKE ELLINGTON CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

CALENDAR OF
SCHEDULED AND TENTATIVE EVENTS
November, 1998 through December, 1999 |

PREPARED BY THE DUKE ELLINGTON CENETENNIAL COMMISSION
A Project of the Charlin Jazz Society

[ %X = Events presented by the Duke Ellington Centennial Commission] [FC = Funding Committed]

CONFIRMED DATES

o«  TuesdayNovemberisa, 1998 .. 1AM

* Presentations for Students
* Site .. Kennedy Center Follow Through .. Barbara Matusow

ISMITHSONIANTJAZZ
MASTERWORKSIORCHR (FO)

. Thurs; & Friz:February 4% & 5%;:1999 ..

* Host .. Billy Taylor
* Special quests performers Follow Though .. Barbara Matusow

Thars; Eebruary 14999 .. 730 pM EREMEMBERINGIELLINGTONY (FO)
* An evening of music and reminiscences by family membets, friends,
musicians, fans and others who knew Duke Ellington
* Moderator .. Mark Tucker, author of “Ellington: The Early Years”
* Site .. 19t Street Baptist Church, 4606 - 16th St NW Wash DC 20011
* Sponsored by .. The Historical Society of DC & The 19th St Baptist Church
Follow through .. Barbara Matusow

THESMITHSONIAN'S
ON: v (FO)

* Followed by a lecture by John Hasse au‘chor an E||mg’con biography
* Site .. Kennedy Center Follow through ... Charles Cassell
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* Announcement of the “Duke Ellington Centennial Celebration”

and the events that will occur from November 24,1998 through 1999
* Site .. Duke Ellington Plaza at the Metro stop in the 1200 block of

U Street across from the Lincoln Theater.
* Musical performance by the Duke Ellington School of the Arts Jazz
Ensemble Follow z‘/7rougb C/zar/es Cassell

Monday; April5:4999 .. 7:30 pm PRI AL TR BUTETO DUKEELLINGTONA (FO)
* The Billy Taylor Trio performs
* Billy Taylor and Ellington biographer, John Hasse discuss the life
and career of Washington’s most celebrated native son, Duke Ellington
* Site .. Tettace Theater, Kennedy Center  Follow through ... Barbara Matusow

Saturday, April3:1999 .“DUKE ELLINGTON'SBLUESY .. 7:30 PM .. (FO)
TRUMPETMASTER JON FADDIS AND A LOCAL ENSEMBLE FOCUS ON
ELLINGTON'SFREQUENT USE OF THE BLUES FORM IN HIS COMPOSITIONS.
Publick Playhouse, Cheverly, MD ... Produced by the Chatlin Jazz Society

:PROGRAMS ABOUT DUKE
. N/SCE ETHEREGION %KX
’ Talented educators such as jazz radlo hosts Brother Ah and Miyuki
Williams visit schools the area twice each week during the month of
April, 1999 ... two senior high schools, two junior high schools and four
elementary schools. Follow through .......................... Phone ................

\

Suriday, April 11999 . i 3 VSACRED/CONGERT, X¥X
Performed by the Tr/fonus C/70/r of Copen/;agen Denmark with fe.atured
vocalist from the Union Temple Baptist Church
* Site .. Union Temple Baptist Church, Anacostia, D.C.
Follow t‘/zro"ug/) ... Charles Cassell

Monday ApHIa611999 .. 730 pm STRIBUTETODUKE ELLINGTON. CONCERT* (FO)
* Performed by “Wynton Marsalis and the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra. *
* Site .. Concert Hall, Kennedy Center Follow through ... Chatles Cassell




ADDITIONAL EVENTS FOR WHICH WE HAVE COMMITMENTS ...-DIOO PREFERRED
DATES TO BE CONFIRMED, WHERE POSSIBLE, BY SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1998

Friday, ‘A 99 ... 630pm (CONGRESSIONAL RECEPTIONT %%
IN HONOR OF THE DUKE’S 100™”
* Sponsored by the Congressional Black Caucus
* Host .. The Honorable John Conyets, Jr.
* Site ... The Caucus Room, Longworth Building
 Follow through by Charles Cassell

DUKE'ELUNGT@N-‘:‘CONCERT?&*FOR.‘-:ﬁéYOUNG PEOPLE (FC2)
* Performed by the Smithsonian Institution’s Youth Band.
* Site .. Duke Ellington School of the Arts. (Students to be bussed to this site from

schools throughout the city  Follow through ... Chatles Cassell

’ Paradc— ngh school )umor ngh School Fra’cernal and mllltary service marcl—nng
bands
* Parade Grand Marshal- the new Mayor of Washington, D.C.
* Festival- High School jazz ensembles, jazz and Latin Jazz ensembles from the area
and jazz vocalists from the area. Follow through
Charles Cassell and Steve Coleman, Friend of Meridian Hill

pRot TT\“‘ R Rt

CAST. VIA THE VOICEOF

iAMERI : (FC) ... Dateto be dectermined
* Moderator- Murtay Horwitz, NPR
* Panelists- Ellington biographer, John Hasse, Jazz Masterworks Orchestra Director,
David Baker, and Ellington archivist at the Smithsonian Insitution, Rueben Jackson.

Follow through ............c.......o...... Phone.......coovvoviiiiiil



UDC/ANNUAL BIGBAN _ |
* The jazz orchestras of UDC; University of Maryland, College Park; and
Howard University perform the many compositions of Duke Ellington
Follow through ............................... Phone......................

D’UK 1 JNGTCT)NW ALLEI’DAfNﬂCEwC@NCERﬂ ... (FQ) Date to be determined

The Washington Ballet, £/vi Moore, General Ditector; and the Duke

Ellington School of the Arts Dance Company, Lynn Welters, Department Chait; will

design a joint performance for presentation at one of the city’s major venues
Follow through ............................. Phone......................

DUKEELLINGTON MUSICAL FORUM/EVENING EXCHANGE? (FC)
WHUT-TV ... HOSTED BY KOJO NNAMDI..
Date, early in Aptil, to be Determined
Panelists .. Clark Terry, Wynton Marsalis, Jon Faddis, Roland Hanna
(Sponsor needed to cover panelists expenses)

Follow through ... Michael Mobley

YDUKE’S'NIGHTZCABARET. 22 LUESALI‘.\EYNIGHTCLUBi .. Date to be determined
Request the club’s booking agent, Ralph Camilli to provide an emcee who is
knowledgeable about Ellington, (such as Brother Ah) and have the musicians focus
on Ellington compositions. (FC)  Follow through ... Michael Mobley

g R R SR T T T

i e T T 3. TR
. "EMBASSY:RECEPTION:FOR:DUKE ELLINGTON (FC) Date to be determined
Embassy of South Africa, Hon. Ezra Mtshontsi, Cultural Attache. Mr. Mtschontsi
Has agteed to bring jazz musicians to this country for the reception. XXX
Follow through ... Name .......................... Phone................

?BORDEKSB@WGD “;1 Noted jaz z historian, A.B. Spellman interviews renowned guitarist,
Kenny Burtell, legendary performer of Ellington compositions (FC) % %%
Date to be determined. (Sponsor will be needed to cover the artist’s expenses)

Follow through ... Name........................... Phone:..............



KENN EDY CENTER TERRACE TH EATER Date fo be determined
* Musical Composition (Inspired by Ellington works)
* Ellington Memorial Design
* Poetry (Inspired by the life and career of Ellington)
* Architectural Design of a Duke Ellington Performing Arts Center
(For university architectural students) Follow through .. Charles Cassell

;DUKEELLINGT ON'FILMFESTIVAL? (FC?) Date to be determined
REQUEST THAT FILMFEST DEDICATE ONE PRESENTAUON TO FILMS THT FOCUS
ON DUKE ELLINGTON OR THAT INCORPORATE HIS COMPOSITIONS IN THE
SCRIPT. Follow through ... Bob Malsom
"WHITE HOUSE DUKE ELLINGTON CENTENNIAL TRIBUTE” Date to be determined
INSIDE AND OUTSIDE UNDER A TENT ON THE SOUTH LAWN ... %X
The tribute might honor jazz artists from Washington, D.C., Ellington’s home town,
including the Duke Ellington School of the Arts Jazz Ensemble, The Smithsonian Jazz
Mastetworks Orchestra and other renowned artists who called Washington, D.C. their
home.
(Responses from those with White House connections have been favorable.
Bob Malsom could join Barbara Matusow in following up with Ellen Lovell, who heads
the President’s Millenium Committee. Sponsors should be readily available when a
favorable reply is received) :

IAZZ ARTISTS IN'THE AREAWISHING o}:-’bo NATE THEIR SERVICES,
(Date to be determined)  Follow through ... Bob Malsom

VINX; TAND ssv;' ' ff'kENowN'ED POP ARTISTS PERFORMING ELLINGTON
COMPOSITIONS EROM A POP'PERSPECTIVE: Lisner Auditoium Date ..late March 99
Fo//ow z‘/;rougb : Lmda Wcm/ck Casc//

COMMISSIONE ‘E.m ELBERT MILLER WHO WILL REQUEST-THE  PARTICIPATION
OF. U.S:“POET.- LAUREATE TOBERT PINSKY. Date to be determined
Follow through .. Michael Mobley



