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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Of f i c e of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release June 9, 1999 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
ON CIVIL RIGHTS LAW ENFORCEMENT 

M a r r i o t t Wardman Park Hotel 
Washington. D.C. 

1:08 P.M. EDT 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Madam Attorney General, 
Secretary S l a t e r , Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, Congressman Gregory 
Meeks, Mayor Williams, and other d i s t i n g u i s h e d p a n e l i s t s i n the 
gathering. Let me say I w i l l t r y t o be b r i e f because I want t o get t o 
the roundtable discussion, but there are one or two things t h a t I want 
to say. 

F i r s t , I thank a l l of you f o r coming here. This i s a t r u l y 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y group of Americans. People who don't always see eye t o 
eye on issues, s i t t i n g down f o r a r e a l h eart-to-heart conversation about 
something t h a t i s profoundly important to a l l of us. And I thank you 
fo r t h a t . 

Second, before we get i n t o t h i s whole issue about the saf e t y and 
s e c u r i t y of our communities, I'd l i k e t o say a few words about another 
important law enforcement issue t h a t i s breaking today i n Washington, 
i n v o l v i n g our e f f o r t s t o keep guns out of the wrong hands. Just before 
the Memorial Day recess, the United States Senate passed a b i l l designed 
to close the dangerous gun show loophole, t o require t h a t s a f e t y locks 
be sold w i t h every handgun, t o ban the i m p o r t a t i o n of la r g e - c a p a c i t y 
ammunition c l i p s , and t o ban v i o l e n t j u v e n i l e s from owning handguns as 
ad u l t s . Now the House of Representatives w i l l take up such l e g i s l a t i o n . 

According t o reports i n the morning paper, the House leadership 
has decided t o bypass the J u d i c i a r y Committee and j u s t r e p o r t out a b i l l 
t h a t d r a m a t i c a l l y waters down the pro v i s i o n s i n the Senate. I t i s a 
b i l l p l a i n l y g h o s t - w r i t t e n by the NRA. I t h i n k i t i s wrong t o l e t the 
NRA c a l l the shots on t h i s issue. They've been c a l l i n g the shots on 
t h i s issue f o r decades now, and we have f a i l e d t o do what i s m a n i f e s t l y 
i n the i n t e r e s t of our c h i l d r e n and our community. 

Now, I don't know what else t o say about t h i s . But i f the 
American people care about i t , i f we can s t i l l remember L i t t l e t o n -- i t 
hasn't even been two months -- then we ought to speak up and be heard. 
This i s a c l a s s i c , h o r r i b l e example of how Washington i s out of touch 
w i t h the r e s t of America, and i t i s time t h a t the r e s t of America 
corrected i t . (Applause.) 

Now, why are we here? For several years now, crime has been going 
down i n nearly every category, i n v i r t u a l l y every community i n America. 
In the areas where i t i s highest, or was highest several years ago, 
t h e r e , i s no question t h a t one of the reasons -- and perhaps the 
p r i n c i p a l reason -- t h a t crime has dropped so much i s t h a t communities 
a l l across our country have put more dedicated community p o l i c e o f f i c e r s 
on the s t r e e t -- working the neighborhoods, knowing f a m i l i e s , knowing 
c h i l d r e n , going the ext r a mile t o help prevent crime i n the f i r s t place. 

Now, t h a t ha.s worked very w e l l on the whole. But we also know tha t 

l o f 3 12/9/1999 12:43 PM 



http://www.pub.whitehouse.gov/uri-.../oma.eop.gov.us/1999/6/10/2.text. 1 

we have a major problem, which i n some places has gotten worse as our 
communities have grown i n c r e a s i n g l y diverse. While p u b l i c confidence i n 
the p o l i c e has been growing s t e a d i l y o v e r a l l , people of co l o r continue 
to have less confidence and less t r u s t , and believe t h a t they are 
tar g e t e d f o r actions by the p o l i c e not because of t h e i r i l l e g a l conduct, 
but because of the colo r of t h e i r s k i n . 

We have t o res t o r e the t r u s t between community and p o l i c e i n every 
community i n America. I t i s the only way t h a t community p o l i c i n g can 
r e a l l y work t o make our s t r e e t s safe. The vast m a j o r i t y of p o l i c e 
o f f i c e r s do great honor t o the badges they wear w i t h p r i d e . But we must 
continue t o hold accountable those who abuse t h e i r power by using 
excessive or even deadly force. These cases may be r e l a t i v e l y r are, but 
one case can sear our hearts forever. 

We also must stop the morally i n d e f e n s i b l e , deeply corrosive p r a c t i c e 
of r a c i a l p r o f i l i n g . Last year, I met w i t h a group of black 
j o u r n a l i s t s , and I asked how many of them had been stopped by the 
p o l i c e , i n t h e i r minds f o r no reason other than the col o r of t h e i r s k i n 
-- and every s i n g l e j o u r n a l i s t i n the room rais e d h i s hand. Everyone. 

People of co l o r have the same r e a c t i o n wherever you go. Members of 
Congress can t e l l t h i s s t o r y . Students. Professors. Even o f f - d u t y 
p o l i c e o f f i c e r s can t e l l t h i s s t o r y . No person of col o r i s immune from 
such h u m i l i a t i n g experiences. A r a c i a l p r o f i l i n g i s , i n f a c t , the 
opposite of good p o l i c e work, where actions are based on hard f a c t s , not 
stereotypes. I t i s wrong; i t i s d e s t r u c t i v e ; and i t must stop. 

As a necessary step t o combat i t , we, too, need hard f a c t s . Today, I 
am d i r e c t i n g my Cabinet agencies t o begin gathering d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n 
on t h e i r law enforcement a c t i v i t i e s . The Jus t i c e Department w i l l then 
analyze t h i s data t o assess whether and where law enforcement engage i n 
r a c i a l p r o f i l i n g and what concrete steps we need t o take at the n a t i o n a l 
l e v e l t o e l i m i n a t e i t anywhere i t e x i s t s . We are committed t o doing 
t h i s , and we hope t h a t a l l of you w i l l support us i n t h i s endeavor. 

Of course, we must also recognize t h a t only a f r a c t i o n of our law 
enforcement o f f i c e r s work under the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the f e d e r a l 
government. So today, I ask a l l s t a t e and l o c a l p o l i c e forces and t h e i r 
agencies t o make the same commitment to c o l l e c t i n g the same data. And I 
ask Congress t o provide them w i t h the resources they need t o take t h i s 
v i t a l step as the b i l l , sponsored by Representative Conyers would do. 

We a l l have an o b l i g a t i o n t o move beyond anecdotes t o f i n d out 
exac t l y who i s being stopped and why. We a l l have an o b l i g a t i o n to do 
whatever i s necessary t o ensure equal p r o t e c t i o n under the law. 

Some say p o l i c e misconduct i s an i n e v i t a b l e byproduct of the 
crackdown on crime. I don't believe t h a t ' s so. As a soci e t y , we don't 
have t o choose between keeping safe and t r e a t i n g people r i g h t , between 
enforcing the law and upholding c i v i l r i g h t s . We can do both. 
Everybody i n t h i s room knows i t , and you know we have t o do both. 

We have seen t h i s happen i n c i t y a f t e r c i t y : I n Boston, where the 
community i s inv o l v e d at every l e v e l of problem-solving, where crime has 
f a l l e n and t r u s t i n the p o l i c e and m i n o r i t y communities has grown. We 
see i t i n communities i n Chicago and San Diego and Houston. We can see 
i t i n every community i n America . 

We have our models, we need t o work on them. We need t o f i n d out 
what i s going on. We need t o t a l k f r e e l y , we need t o l i s t e n c a r e f u l l y . 
One of the thi n g s I have learned, much t o my s u r p r i s e , since I moved t o 
Washington i s t h a t there are probably more words spoken and fewer heard 
here than anyplace I have ever l i v e d . (Laughter.) 
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So l e t us l i s t e n t o each other, as w e l l as speak our peace. Let us 
emerge from t h i s conference w i t h a concrete plan of a c t i o n f o r keeping 
up the work. We can do i t , we must s t a r t today. 

Thank you very much. (Applause.) 

END 1:15 P.M. EDT 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Of f i c e of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release September 9, 1999 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
ON GUN LEGISLATION 

P r e s i d e n t i a l H a l l 

11:11 A.M. EDT 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Mayor Webb, f o r your words and 
your work and your f r i e n d s h i p . Thank you, Commissioner Timoney, f o r the 
example t h a t you and so many others i n law enforcement set. I want t o 
thank a l l the Mayors here today. There's r e a l l y q u i t e an amazing array 
of our nation's c h i e f executives of our c i t i e s , and Republicans and 
Democrats a l i k e . Thank you a l l f o r coming. 

I thank the county o f f i c i a l s who are here, the p o l i c e c h i e f s and 
others i n law enforcement who are here, and those of you who are here 
supporting them from the National Council of Churches and other groups. 

I want t o thank Attorney General Reno and Secretary Summers and 
Secretary Cuomo, Deputy Attorney General Holder, Treasury Under 
Secretary f o r Enforcement Jim Johnson. They are some of the team and 
the heart of the team t h a t we have had working at t h i s crime issue now 
fo r s i x and a h a l f years. And any success t h a t our a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has 
enjoyed, I t h i n k belongs i n large measure t o them as w e l l as t o the 
remarkable p a r t n e r s h i p t h a t we have enjoyed w i t h a l l of you, and I thank 
them f o r t h a t . (Applause.) 

There have already been a couple of references made t o the f a c t t h a t 
many of you were w i t h me here i n the White House way back i n January of 
1994 when I asked you t o walk a beat i n the h a l l s of Congress to put 
more p o l i c e on the s t r e e t , t o ban assault weapons, t o keep guns out of 
the hands of those who shouldn't have them, to fund l o c a l prevention 
programs, t o help keep our kids out of t r o u b l e i n the f i r s t place even 
as we have tougher punishment f o r serious, v i o l e n t crimes. 

At the time, I t h i n k most people assumed t h a t the crime r a t e would go 
up forever, and t h a t nothing could be done to b r i n g i t down 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y . But I di d n ' t b elieve t h a t because I had seen from 
neighborhoods i n Los Angeles t o the s t r e e t I walked w i t h Mayor Rendell 
i n P h i l a d e l p h i a and to many other places t h a t I have been w i t h many of 
you from l a t e 1991 through 1993, t h a t the crime rat e was already going 
down i n places where people had done what makes sense t o reconnect 
p o l i c e o f f i c e r s t o t h e i r communities and to take sensible, preventive 
measures . 

Well, w i t h a l o t of e f f o r t , a l o t of blood on the f l o o r and the 
s a c r i f i c e -- I t h i n k we should never f o r g e t the s a c r i f i c e of some 
members' seats i n the United States Congress — we d i d pass the 1994 
Crime B i l l . (Applause.) A l o t of people used t h a t passage t o go home 
i n 1994 and then t r y t o t e r r i f y the voters t h a t we were going t o take 
away a l l t h e i r hunting and s p o r t i n g r i g h t s . Others said i t was a great 
waste of money, t h a t i t would never lower the crime r a t e . Others said 
there would never be any p o l i c e put on the s t r e e t . I heard i t a l l . 

But thanks t o the Mayors, the law enforcement c h i e f s , the county 
o f f i c i a l s and others involved i n t r y i n g t o make our s t r e e t s safer, t h i s 
s t r a t e g y has worked beyond a l l expectations. The lowest murder r a t e i n 
30 years, the lowest o v e r a l l crime rat e i n 26 years, v i o l e n t crime down 
by 27 percent i n the l a s t s i x years nationwide. And i n many smaller 
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ways, crimes l i k e vandalism t h a t undermine our q u a l i t y of l i f e have also 
dropped d r a m a t i c a l l y . 

I know t h a t one reason t h i s has happened i s t h a t we have enjoyed the 
longest peacetime expansion i n our h i s t o r y , and we have 19.4 m i l l i o n new 
jobs. But every s i n g l e serious analysis of t h i s phenomenon has also 
shown t h a t a major p o r t i o n of the c r e d i t belongs t o sensible law 
enforcement and preventions s t r a t e g i e s and e s p e c i a l l y t o the s t r a t e g y of 
community p o l i c i n g and day-to-day involvement i n the communities. 
(Applause.) 

I see Mayor Menino from Boston here. Many of you know t h a t Boston 
went v i r t u a l l y two years without any young person being k i l l e d i n a 
v i o l e n t act. You cannot e x p l a i n those kinds of r e s u l t s which we have 
seen i n the neighborhoods of every person represented i n t h i s audience 
simply by economic improvement. We now know what works, and more and 
more mayors and law enforcement o f f i c i a l s and other l o c a l o f f i c i a l s are 
doing what works. A l l we've t r i e d to do i s t o give you the t o o l s to do 
i t . 

We've now funded, ahead of schedule and under budget, the 100,000 
community p o l i c e o f f i c e r s promised i n the 1994 Crime B i l l . Working 
together, we have created, I b e l i e v e , a l l across the country, across 
p a r t y l i n e s and j u r i s d i c t i o n a l l i n e s a new consensus on how t o f i g h t 
crime and violence on what works. But, as Mayor Webb said, we have been 
reminded i n recent months from Los Angeles to L i t t l e t o n , t o A t l a n t a , t o 
what happened i n I l l i n o i s and Indiana, gun violence i s s t i l l too much a 
pa r t of America's l i f e . 

We've learned a l o t about i t and what i t takes t o reduce i t i n the 
l a s t s i x years, and we know t h a t we need to do some more t h i n g s . But 
once again, j u s t as I asked you s i x years ago, you have to walk a beat 
i n Congress i f you want the r e s u l t s . We have to send the message t h a t 
out i n America, t h i s i s not a p a r t i s a n issue, t h i s i s simply a 
common-sense issue about what does and doesn't work. Mayors and p o l i c e 
c h i e f s , Republicans and Democrats a l l work on the f r o n t l i n e s . They 
know the cost of an a c t i o n , they know the b e n e f i t s of prudent a c t i o n . 

You also know t h a t the f e d e r a l government needs to be a partner i n 
g i v i n g you the t o o l s t o do your jobs. Today, the J u s t i c e Department 
w i l l take another step i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n , by r e l e a s i n g $146 m i l l i o n i n 
grants t o hundreds of law enforcement agencies across our country t o 
h i r e nearly 1,600 more p o l i c e o f f i c e r s , i n c l u d i n g over 750 who w i l l walk 
a new beat -- the h a l l s of our schools -- t o p r o t e c t our c h i l d r e n . 
(Applause.) 

I am also pleased t h a t the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development w i l l i nvest $15 m i l l i o n t o help p u b l i c housing agencies, 
working w i t h the p o l i c e , t o get guns o f f the s t r e e t through gun buy-back 
programs. (Applause.) Thank you. 

A l o t of you have already invested i n e f f o r t s l i k e these where 
c i t i z e n s can exchange t h e i r guns f o r food or c l o t h i n g , or small sums of 
cash. They have been s u c c e s s f u l l y pioneered at the l o c a l l e v e l . I j u s t 
want the f e d e r a l government t o lend a hand to do more. 

We know t h a t too many neighborhoods s t i l l are awash i n guns, and t h a t 
i t i s j u s t not through crime t h a t guns lead t o tragedy. You heard Mayor 
Webb mention the t r a g i c case i n Gary, Indiana. L i s t e n t o t h i s : The 
r a t e of a c c i d e n t a l shooting deaths f o r c h i l d r e n under 15 i n the United 
States i s nine times higher than the r a t e f o r the other 25 
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d nations combined. 

I f any of you have, or ever had, a c h i l d i n those wonderful, glowing 
years, t h a t makes a l a s t i n g impression. I'm going t o say i t one more 
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time. The r a t e of acc i d e n t a l shooting deaths f o r c h i l d r e n under 15 i n 
the United States i s nine times higher than the rat e of the other 25 
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d nations combined. Every gun, turned i n through a 
buy-back program, means, p o t e n t i a l l y , one less tragedy. And there's 
more we can do t o help you as w e l l . 

As a l l of you know, i n the balanced budget, I proposed funding 
through our COPS program t h a t would allow us t o put another 30,000 t o 
50,000 p o l i c e on the s t r e e t i n the neighborhoods t h a t s t i l l have very 
high crime r a t e s , t o concentrate more resources where they're most 
needed. 

You are doing your p a r t ; now i t ' s time f o r Congress do t o i t s p a r t . 
Unfortunately, there i s the chance t h a t i t w i l l go i n the other 
d i r e c t i o n . The budget approved by the Republican leaders would cut our 
successful COPS program, p o l i c i n g , i n h a l f , r e a l l y by more than h a l f . 

F i r s t , they said i t wouldn't work i n '94 and i t was a coloss a l waste 
of money. Now t h a t i t has worked and has made the s t r e e t s safer, they 
s t i l l want t o cut i t . The tax plan t h a t the leadership i s supporting 
would threaten law enforcement across the board. I t would force 
re d u c t i o n i n the numbers of fe d e r a l agents t h a t work w i t h your l o c a l 
o f f i c i a l s , i t would cut deeply i n t o our support f o r s t a t e and l o c a l law 
enforcement. 

To make matters worse. Congress has yet to pass a common-sense 
j u v e n i l e crime b i l l t o prevent youth violence and keep guns out of the 
wrong hands. I t ' s been over a month now since the House and the Senate 
conferees met, nearly f i v e months since the shootings at Columbine. 
America i s s t i l l w a i t i n g f o r Congress t o act. I t shouldn't take another 
tragedy t o make t h i s a p r i o r i t y , though we've had p l e n t y of them i n the 
l a s t f i v e months. 

Now, the lawmakers are back i n town. I t would be unconscionable i f 
they were t o leave again without sending me a balanced b i p a r t i s a n 
j u v e n i l e crime b i l l t h a t closes the gun show loophole -- I mean, r e a l l y 
closes the gun show loophole -- (applause) -- requires c h i l d s a f e t y 
locks on guns -- (applause) -- and bans the im p o r t a t i o n of 
larg e - c a p a c i t y ammunition c l i p s . (Applause.) 

We need l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t w i l l strengthen our present laws, not weaken 
them. We need l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t applies t o a l l gun shows, not a b i l l 
t h a t allows c r i m i n a l s t o t u r n f l e a markets and parking l o t s i n t o 
open-air gun bazaars. (Applause.) And we need l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t 
strengthens, not weakens, the Brady background checks. 

These Brady checks are working. They've stopped over 410,000 felons, 
f u g i t i v e s and other p r o h i b i t e d persons from buying guns since 1993 when 
the Brady B i l l became law. I n j u s t the l a s t seven months, since our new 
i n s t a n t c r i m i n a l background check system went i n t o e f f e c t , 100,000 
i l l e g a l purchases have been stopped by the InstaCheck system. Today, 
the J u s t i c e and Treasury Departments are re l e a s i n g reports analyzing the 
eff e c t i v e n e s s of the i n s t a n t check system. 

The r e p o r t makes two things very c l e a r . F i r s t , the system does 
provide law enforcement w i t h a powerful new c r i m e - f i g h t i n g t o o l while 
causing l i t t l e inconvenience f o r law-abiding gun purchasers. L i s t e n to 
t h i s : Seventy-three percent of the checks are completed w i t h i n minutes, 
95 percent i n two hours or less. That's the good news. But, second, 
the report also makes cle a r t h a t i t i s c r i t i c a l l y important t o give law 
enforcement s u f f i c i e n t time t o thoroughly check records. I n f a c t , less 
than f i v e percent of background checks take longer than 24 hours. But 
those purchasers' whose checks who do take longer than 24 hours are 
almost 20 times more l i k e l y t o be convicted felons or otherwise 
p r o h i b i t e d from owning fir e a r m s . 
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Now, what does th a t mean? I t means Congress d i d a good t h i n g i n 
pushing the i n s t a n t check system. That's a good t h i n g , and a l l of us 
should acknowledge t h a t . I t ' s a good t h i n g . Anything t h a t minimizes 
inconvenience t o law-abiding people i s a good t h i n g . But i t also means 
th a t our law enforcement o f f i c i a l s should not be a r t i f i c i a l l y r e q u i red 
t o get a l l t h i s done w i t h i n a window of time t h a t i s so small and t h a t 
would inconvenience only f i v e percent of the people by going more than a 
day who, themselves, are 20 times more l i k e l y t o be p r o h i b i t e d from 
making purchases i n the f i r s t place. So everybody, I t h i n k , w i l l take 
heart from the r e s u l t s of t h i s study. They w i l l see t h a t the i n s t a n t 
check system i s a good t h i n g . And t h a t i s good. 

But I would also hope th a t everyone w i l l take heart from the sobering 
f a c t t h a t the f i v e percent t h a t take more than longer than a day are 20 
times more l i k e l y to be p r o h i b i t e d purchasers, and not unduly t i e the 
hands of our law enforcement o f f i c i a l s who do t h i s work. So l e t me be 
b l u n t . The NRA was r i g h t t o support the i n s t a n t check system; they're 
wrong when they t r y t o t i e the hands of the law enforcement o f f i c i a l s to 
look at the l a s t f i v e percent, and I would hope the Congress would do 
t h a t . (Applause.) 

In the next few weeks, t h i s j u v e n i l e crime b i l l i s but one of an 
enormous number of o p p o r t u n i t i e s Congress w i l l have, thanks t o our 
present p r o s p e r i t y t o p u l l our country together and t o move our country 
forward. We have an h i s t o r i c o p p o r t u n i t y t o l i f t the burden of debt o f f 
the next generation. We can l i t e r a l l y not only continue to pay down the 
debt, but America, i n 15 years, i f we stay on the present path, could be 
debt-free f o r the f i r s t time since 1835. That would guarantee a whole 
generation of low i n t e r e s t rates and p r o s p e r i t y . (Applause.) 

We have an op p o r t u n i t y t o strengthen Social Security and take i t out 
beyond the l i f e s p a n of the baby boom generation, t o strengthen Medicare 
and reform i t w i t h p r e s c r i p t i o n drug coverage. We have an op p o r t u n i t y 
t o i n v e s t i n our c h i l d r e n ' s f u t u r e w i t h world-class schools and safer 
s t r e e t s . The tax plan passed by the Republican leadership would not 
permit these p r i o r i t i e s t o be pursued. We could never pay o f f the debt, 
i t doesn't add a day t o the l i f e of the Social Security or the Medicare 
t r u s t funds, i t doesn't provide f o r p r e s c r i p t i o n drug coverage and would 
re q u i r e cuts i n education and law enforcement. The cuts i n education 
and law enforcement could be up t o 50 percent. 

Now, i n 1994, because we worked together, we passed the Crime B i l l 
t h a t enables us to come here and celebrate today, t o enable every mayor 
to s i t here and say, " I wish the President were t e l l i n g t h i s s t o r y about 
my hometown. There i s t h i s t h i n g I wish was mentioned today." And back 
home, people are c e l e b r a t i n g , and no one asks you when you're a v i c t i m 
of a crime whether you're a Republican or a Democrat. 

And once a person gets elected, when the mayor walks down the s t r e e t 
and w e ' r e ' t a l k i n g about saving l i v e s , no one cares what your p a r t y i s , 
they j u s t want people t o be safe. We've come a long way since 1994 w i t h 
a simple s t r a t e g y : More p o l i c e , fewer guns i n the wrong hands. We 
don't want t o adopt laws and budgets which would give us the reverse --
fewer p o l i c e and more guns i n the wrong hands. No one i n America wants 
t h a t t o happen. And there i s , today, a b i p a r t i s a n m a j o r i t y i n the 
Congress t h a t does not want t h a t t o happen. 

So, again, I implore the leadership of the Congress t o work w i t h us 
-- to give us safer s t r e e t s and a b r i g h t e r f u t u r e . I n 1994, we were 
having a discussion, a debate based on what we thought would work, based 
on a year or two of experience i n a few places. I n 1999, there i s no 
reasonable debate. We now have s i x years of what works. We have proven 
avalanches of i n d i s p u t a b l e evidence about what i t takes t o have safe 
s t r e e t s and safe f u t u r e s f o r our c h i l d r e n . I t i s an American issue 
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beyond the confines of the C a p i t a l C i t y and i t should become America's 
cause as Congress re t u r n s t o work. Thank you and God bless you. 
(Applause.) 

END 11:30 A.M. EDT 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Of f i c e of the Press Secretary 

For Iirandiate Release March 13, 1999 

RADIO ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE NATION 

The Oval O f f i c e 

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. I'm j o i n e d here at the White House today 
by members of Congress, Deputy Attorney General Holder, a c t i n g A s s i s t a n t 
Attorney General f o r C i v i l Rights B i l l Lann Lee, representatives from 
law enforcement and c i v i l r i g h t s groups, a l l here to t a l k about what we 
must do t o strengthen the bond of t r u s t between p o l i c e o f f i c e r s and the 
communities they serve, and make our s t r e e t s safer than ever. 

Six years ago, I took o f f i c e committed to lowering the crime r a t e , and 
to r a i s e the l e v e l s of t r u s t and cooperation between the p o l i c e and the 
communities they serve. Working w i t h law enforcement and community 
leaders, we put i n place a comprehensive c r i m e - f i g h t i n g s t r a t e g y -- w i t h 
more p o l i c e and b e t t e r prevention, more p o s i t i v e a c t i v i t i e s f o r young 
people, and fewer guns i n the hands of criminals'. 

The s t r a t e g y i s working even beyond our expectation. Nationwide, crime 
i s down to i t s lowest l e v e l i n decades. In communities a l l across 
America, f a m i l i e s f e e l safe again. 

Community p o l i c i n g has been at the heart of our success, by g i v i n g 
p o l i c e the chance to get t o know the people on t h e i r beats, and g i v i n g 
those people a chance t o be p a r t of law enforcement decisions t h a t 
a f f e c t t h e i r l i v e s . Community p o l i c i n g helps to prevent crime, to catch 
more c r i m i n a l s more q u i c k l y when crime does occur, and i n the process, 
to b u i l d bonds of understanding and t r u s t between p o l i c e and c i t i z e n s . 

Our nation's p o l i c e o f f i c e r s every day put t h e i r l i v e s on the l i n e f o r 
the r e s t of us. I have done my best to support and t o honor them. But 
I have been deep>ly d i s t u r b e d by recent a l l e g a t i o n s of serious p o l i c e 
misconduct and continued r e p o r t s of r a c i a l p r o f i l i n g t h a t have shaken 
some communities' f a i t h i n the p o l i c e who are there t o p r o t e c t them. 

While each s p e c i f i c a l l e g a t i o n w i l l have to be d e a l t w i t h on i t s own 
m e r i t s , i t i s c l e a r t h a t we need a renewed determination as a n a t i o n t o 
r e s t o r e those bonds of t r u s t t h a t have been a b s o l u t e l y c r i t i c a l t o our 
success at lowering the crime r a t e . 

So today I am p'roposing f i v e steps both to reduce crime and t o increase 
the p u b l i c ' s t r u s t i n law enforcement. F i r s t , b e t t e r t r a i n i n g and 
b e t t e r education, lead to b e t t e r p o l i c i n g . I'm asking the J u s t i c e 
Department to expand p o l i c e i n t e g r i t y and e t h i c s t r a i n i n g t o a l l 30 
b i - r e g i o n a l community p o l i c i n g i n s t i t u t e s , and proposing a $40 m i l l i o n 
increase i n funding to improve p o l i c e t r a i n i n g nationwide, and t o help 
p o l i c e o f f i c e r s r a i s e t h e i r l e v e l of education and t h e i r l e v e l of 
understanding. 

Second, communities and p o l i c e must work as partners i n the f i g h t 
against crime. I am proposing to launch a new nationwide program t o 
help more communities to e s t a b l i s h C i t i z e n Police Academies t h a t inform 
residents about p o l i c e procedures and teach them new ways to make t h e i r 
own neighborhoods safer. 
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Third, p o l i c e departments ought t o r e f l e c t the d i v e r s i t y of the 
communities they serve. To help meet t h i s challenge, I am proposing t o 
increase funds f o r m i n o r i t y r e c r u i t i n g -- t o b u i l d up the bond of t r u s t 
where i t i s most needed. 

Fourth, when p o l i c e o f f i c e r s do break the law, they should be brought 
to j u s t i c e . Our budget includes new funding t o enforce our c i v i l r i g h t s 
laws so t h a t a few bad p o l i c e o f f i c e r s do not undermine the progress, 
and the support, t h a t hundreds of thousands of p o l i c e o f f i c e r s have 
worked so hard t o earn. 

F i n a l l y , we must continue the r e v o l u t i o n i n community p o l i c i n g we began 
si x years ago. Again I c a l l on Congress t o b u i l d on our progress by 
passing the $1.3 b i l l i o n 21st-century P o l i c i n g I n i t i a t i v e I have 
proposed, t o put up t o 50,000 more p o l i c e on the s t r e e t and give them 
the high-tech t o o l s they need t o do t h e i r job. 

We know these e f f o r t s w i l l work. Just t o take one example: i n Boston, 
a c i t y t h a t h i s t o r i c a l l y had had deep tensions between p o l i c e and 
communities, law enforcement and community leaders came together t o do 
something about i t -- e s t a b l i s h i n g clear guidelines t o inv o l v e residents 
i n p o l i c e d e c i s i o n making, and t o hold p o l i c e accountable f o r t h e i r 
a c t i o n s . Today the crime r a t e i n Boston has f a l l e n t o record lows, and 
reports of p o l i c e misconduct are down as w e l l . 

Today I am asking Attorney General Reno t o convene a series of meetings 
w i t h law enforcement and community leaders, t o discuss how communities 
around the country can f o l l o w the example of Boston and other successful 
c i t i e s , and ensure t h a t our c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e system serves a l l Americans 
i n a l a w f u l , c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , s e n s i t i v e way. Together we w i l l b u i l d 
safer communities, and be one step closer t o b u i l d i n g our One America i n 
the 21st century. 

Thanks f o r l i s t e n i n g . 

END 
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HEADLINE: Memorandum on Deterring and Reducing Gun Crime 

HIGHLIGHT: 

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Treasury, the Attorney General 

BODY: 
Subject: Deterring and Reducing Gun Crime 
Since the s t a r t of my Administration, we have developed and implemented a 

number of effective national strategies to reduce crime. We have provided funds 
to over 11,000 communities to hire and deploy more than 92,000 local law 
enforcement o f f i c e r s ; we have prevented more than a quarter of a m i l l i o n i l l e g a l 
handgun sales through Brady background checks; and we have developed a 
coordinated attack on the i l l e g a l sources of guns used i n crime. Dozens of 
other smart, tough, crime-fighting strategies have been put i n place throughout 
the country through the leadership and dedicated e f f o r t s of State and local 
police and prosecutors. Mayors, U.S. Attorneys, the Bureau of Alcohol, To-bacco, 
and Firearms (ATF), and community leaders. 

During t h i s period, the Nation's crime rate has dropped by more than 20 
percent, and crime committed with guns has dropped 27 percent. In certain 
communities, where Federal, State, and local law enforcement o f f i c i a l s have 
worked with other community leaders, violent crime rates have gone down even 
more dramatically. In Boston, Massachusetts, for example, when law enforcement 
and community leaders worked together to reduce violence by youth gangs, they 
reduced the number of homicides among youth by 70 percent i n j u s t 2 years. In 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, effective law enforcement and prevention e f f o r t s 
conducted by public-private partnerships have reduced homicides by 30 percent 
and summertime homicides by 75 percent. And i n Richmond, V i r g i n i a , effective 
and coordinated law enforcement, including stepped up enforcement of gun crimes 
through the program known as Project Exile, has reduced the homicide rate 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y . 

S t i l l , the number of people k i l l e d with firearms remains unacceptably high. 
More than 14,000 people were murdered with guns i n the United States i n 1997. 
We must redouble our e f f o r t s to deter and further reduce gun crime -- and work 
to make every neighbor-hood and community free of gun violence. 

I therefore di r e c t you to develop an integrated firearms violence reduction 
strategy that draws on the proven measures and innovative approaches being 
demonstrated by communities throughout the country. We know that gun violence 
issues d i f f e r i n each community, and no single program or strategy w i l l be r i g h t 
for every community. Therefore, i n developing the strategy, you should consult 
closely with U.S. Attorneys and ATF Special Agents i n Charge, as well as other 
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Federal, State, and local law enforcement, elected o f f i c i a l s , and other leaders. 
The strategy should consider the special needs of local communities and s t r i k e 
an appropriate balance between Federal and State law enforcement. I ask that 
the strategy s p e c i f i c a l l y include elements to: 

(1) Increase investigation and prosecution of si g n i f i c a n t firearms 
viola t i o n s , including i l l e g a l possession, use, and t r a f f i c k i n g of guns, through 
innovative programs such as Project Exile and Boston's Operation Ceasefire; 

(2) Expand comprehensive "crime gun" tracing, analysis, and mapping; increase 
use of b a l l i s t i c s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n technology; and coordinate use of crime gun 
information to i d e n t i f y i l l e g a l gun markets, gun "hot spots," and i l l e g a l gun 
t r a f f i c k e r s ; 

(3) Strengthen the coordination of law enforcement and regulatory enforcement 
e f f o r t s to ensure compliance with a l l applicable laws by federally licensed gun 
dealers and prospective gun purchasers; 

(4) Implement targeted deterrence of violent offenders through (a) improved 
coordination with probation and parole o f f i c i a l s supervising such offenders, and 
(b) s w i f t and certain punishment fo r those found to have violated the conditions 
of t h e i r parole or probation; and 

(5) Promote problem-solving analysis and innovative strategies to work 
closely with community members to i d e n t i f y gun criminals, remove weapons i n the 
hands of juveniles, search for and seize crime guns, and increase the public's 
knowledge of t h e i r community's gun-related crime and violence problem. 

. Finally, I direc t you to make recommendations on how best to allocate Federal 
resources to support the goals of the strategy you develop. I further d i r e c t 
you to provide me with your report on t h i s integrated firearms violence 
reduction strategy within 90 days of the date of t h i s memorandum. 

William J. Clinton 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: A p r i l 28, 1999 
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HEADLINE: Remarks at the White House Conference on School Safety 

BODY: 
The President. Thank you. Your kindness i s i n t e r f e r i n g with my determination 

to stay on schedule. [Laughter] But thank you very much. I want to thank 
Secretary Riley and Attorney General Reno for t h e i r devotion and consistent work 
on t h i s matter. I thank the Vice President. He and H i l l a r y and I are delighted 
to have a l l of you here at the White House today, and the many, many people a l l 
across America who are j o i n i n g us, thanks to the technological revolution. 

I thank the Members of Congress who are here. And Governor, thank you for 
coming, and the mayors and the other members of the administration, and a l l the 
distinguished citizens who are here. Our good fr i e n d Edward James Olmos, thank 
you for being here. 

I saw a survey, a public opinion survey, a few months ago that asked the 
American people what they thought the most important story of the f i r s t 6 months 
of 1998 was, and dwarfing everything else was the concern our people had for the 
children who were k i l l e d i n t h e i r schools. And I think that your presence here 
and the number of people who are involved a l l across America, the q u a l i t y of the 
panelists and, indeed, the courage of many of them -- the mother of one of the 
children k i l l e d at Jonesboro, Arkansas, i n my home State, was on the morning 
panel with H i l l a r y -- t h i s i s t r u l y a moving thing. And i t ' s a very important 
thing for our country. 

You know, when I leave here -- and I hope I don't have to leave before t h i s 
panel i s over, but I think a l l of you know that we have been able to put 
together a conference for several days, a meeting between the Prime Minister of 
Israel and the Chairman of the PLO i n our attempts to make the next big step 
toward peace i n the Middle East. And I got to thinking about i t on the way over 
here today, as I was walking over from the Oval Office, and a l l the things I'm 
try i n g to get these people to lay down and get over and give up, so they can go 
on with t h e i r children's future, so that we can stop innocent children from 
being k i l l e d i n the place i n the world that i s the home of the world's three 
great monotheistic relig i o n s . 

I t ' s a l l a part of our attempt not to give up on anybody and not to permit 
hatred or anger to destroy even one child's l i f e anywhere. And i f we're going 
to do that elsewhere i n the world, to t r y to be a force for good, then we have 
to be as good as we can here at home. And a l l of you are t r y i n g to help us 
achieve that, and I'm very, very grateful to you. 

Because t h i s i s the only chance I ' l l have to do i t today, and because a l l of 
you care so much about education, I'd l i k e to j u s t take a moment to t a l k about 
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where these budget negotiations are on Capitol H i l l . They're about to conclude, 
I hope. They've cert a i n l y gone on long enough. But we're not quite there yet. 
However, even though there are s t i l l points outstanding, I believe we'll 
succeed. And as the Vice President said, one thing we know already, we know 
that now t h i s budget w i l l r e f l e c t a major commitment to education and to the 
future of our children. 

I am very pleased i t w i l l the f i r s t installment on our plan to hire 100,000 
new teachers. You heard the Vice President's catalog of the class size issue, 
but the Secretary of Education t e l l s me that we haven't f u l l y grasped i t 
because, unlike the baby boom, we think that t h i s increase i n our children w i l l 
go on more or less i n d e f i n i t e l y , and we've got a l o t of very fine teachers i n 
the classroom who w i l l be r e t i r i n g i n the next few years. So t h i s i s a huge 
challenge for us. 

The United States has never before done anything l i k e t h i s . And there were a 
l o t of people who honestly thought I was wrong to f i g h t for t h i s or they 
disagreed with me, but i t seems to me that we had enough experience when we put 
100,000 police on the street. I was t o l d the United States had never done 
anything l i k e that before. We didn't have anything to do with t e l l i n g the 
c i t i e s where the police should go, but the results have been p r e t t y 
satisfactory. And every-where I go, someone mentions i t to me. 

I f i t worked there and we have crime at a 25-year low, how much more 
important i s i t to put the children i n the classroom? And t h i s w i l l make a 
major downpayment toward our goal of an average class size of 18 i n the early 
grade, very d i f f e r e n t from what has been reported. 

And I should also say that when the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
Education went out across the country i n the wake of a l l of these school. 
shootings and they met with educators and they met with people t a l k i n g about how 
we can prevent these things from happening i n the f i r s t place, one of the things 
that they were t o l d was, "Get us small classes i n the early grades so that we 
can get to know these children, f i n d out the ones who obviously have got some 
serious problems, and t r y to get them the help they need before t h e i r l i v e s and 
others' are irrev-ocably changed." So t h i s i s a very, very good day for the 
United States. 

There were some other very important educational i n i t i a t i v e s that w i l l be 
f u l l y supported: our c h i l d l i t e r a c y drive, to make sure every c h i l d can read 
independently by the end of the t h i r d grade; our college mentoring drive, to 
help lower-income students prepare for college and to be able to t e l l every one 
of them what kind of fi n a n c i a l aid t h e y ' l l get i f they stay i n school and learn 
t h e i r lessons and stay out of trouble. I t increases supports for Head Start, 
expands the number of innovative charter schools. There are now a thousand of 
those schools i n America; there was one when I became President, and there w i l l 
be 3,000 before we're done i n 2000. We w i l l provide for half a m i l l i o n summer 
jobs for our young people, a program that many had sought to eliminate. I t w i l l 
provide f o r after-school programs for a quarter m i l l i o n young people. And I 
think we a l l know how important that i s . 

I'm very, very grateful for the strong support I have received from the 
members of my party i n the Congress to turn away attempts to actually cut funds 
from our public schools and instead to renew our h i s t o r i c commitment to them, to 
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more and better-trained teachers, to smaller classes, to hooking up a l l those 
classrooms to the Internet by the year 2000, for extra support for children who 
need i t , f o r accountability and choice. This i s what I mean by putting 
partisanship behind progress, by putting people ahead of p o l i t i c s . And I am 
grateful to a l l those i n both parties who are responsible for p u l l i n g t h i s 
agreement together. 

There's s t i l l a l o t to be done. A l o t of these teachers we'll hire w i l l have 
to hold class i n t r a i l e r s or hallways or crowded or crumbling classrooms. I 
proposed i n the State of the Union a targeted tax cut for school modernization 
that was f u l l y paid for, wouldn't take a dime from the surplus, won't create a 
single new Federal bureaucracy, but i t w i l l lower the cost of building these 
buildings. I t could mean as much as 300 new schools i n Florida alone next year. 

I f our children are learning i n t r a i l e r s and schools with broken windows and 
where the wiring won11 even permit them to be hooked up to computers, then we1 re 
not getting them ready for the 21st century. So I do want to say, while I am 
profoundly g r a t e f u l f o r the 100,000 teachers, I am determined to see that we 
f i n i s h the job next year i n the next Congress. 

Now, I also want to thank the F i r s t Lady for her role i n t h i s conference. 
We've been at t h i s a long time. In 1983, when I was Governor of our State, I 
asked H i l l a r y to chair a commission on school standards, and one of the things 
that we fought hardest for, that was very controversial at the time, was to have 
a class size l i m i t of 20 i n the early grades. And 15 years ago, i t was a hard 
f i g h t , and we got i t . And I haven't checked the numbers yet, but I bet, given 
the growth i n population i n our schools, they're being swamped and hard-pressed 
to meet i t . And we r e a l l y believe that making t h i s a national goal and sticking 
with i t w i l l pay major, major benefits to our children a l l across the country. 

Let me also say what I've already said a l i t t l e b i t of. The American people 
-- i f I had been polled, I would have been r i g h t there with them. I think that 
a l l of us were shocked by the violence we saw i n Springfield and Paducah and 
Jonesboro and Edinboro and Pearl. I think we're s t i l l d i s t r i b u t e d when we see 
the sights of metal detectors i n schools doorways or see gangs of young people 
who are on the streets when they ought to be i n the halls of t h e i r schools. 

We know that there are s t i l l some schools where children are a f r a i d to go to 
school. And doing something about school violence, therefore, i s very 
important, but also we have to understand the nature, the magnitude of the 
problem. Why do some teenagers from some troubled backgrounds pick up guns and 
open f i r e on t h e i r classmates? Why do some teenagers who don't appear to have 
trouble at home do the same thing? What i s at the bottom of t h i s , and what can 
we r e a l l y do? 

You know, I have to say t h i s -- and I'm not blaming anybody because I've done 
i t myself, so I w i l l say I w i l l posit the fact that I have done t h i s -- but when 
people are i n elected o f f i c e and they hear about a problem l i k e t h i s and they 
know the people they're doing t h e i r best to represent are af r a i d , the f i r s t 
impulse i s always to say, "Well, i f we ju s t punish them a l i t t l e harder and a 
l i t t l e faster and kept them a l i t t l e longer, everything would be a l l r i g h t . " 
Now, the t r u t h i s that some people are so far gone and what they have done i s so 
heinous that that i s the appropriate thing to do. But I have never met a police 
o f f i c e r i n my l i f e who believed that we could punish our way out of our social 
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problems without other appropriate actions -- not one time. And I think we're 
a l l here because we believe i n a good society we would stop more bad things from 
happening i n the f i r s t place. 

The report that's being released today t e l l s us that the vast majority of our 
schools are safe, that the majority of our children are learning i n peace and 
security. But i t also t e l l s us that i n too many schools students feel unsafe. 
Even i f they're not, i f they feel unsafe, i t ' s going to have a huge detrimental 
impact on t h e i r a b i l i t y to learn and grow and relate to t h e i r fellow students i n 
an appropriate way. 

In too many schools, there i s s t i l l too much disrespect for authority and 
s t i l l too much intolerance of other students from d i f f e r e n t backgrounds. Our 
schools, a l l of them, must be sanctuaries of safety and c i v i l i t y and respect. 
Now, here are some things that I think we can do to help you meet the challenge. 

F i r s t , i n the schools with the biggest violence problems, security has to be 
the top p r i o r i t y . Today, I am pleased to announce a new $ 65-million i n i t i a t i v e 
to help schools hi r e and t r a i n 2,000 new community police and school resource 
o f f i c e r s to work closely with principals and teachers and parents and the 
students themselves to develop antiviolence and antidrug plans, based on the 
actual needs of individual schools. Community policing has helped to make our 
streets safe. I t can work f o r our schools, too. 

I'm also very pleased that Congresman Jim Maloney of Connecticut has 
sponsored a b i l l to help schools use the funds available for h i r i n g the 
community police o f f i c e r s to hire o f f i c e r s to work with the schools. This b i l l 
was passed by the House and Senate and i t w i l l get up here to me i n a day or two 
and I ' l l look forward to signing i t in t o law. 

Second, we have to help schools recognize the early warning signs of violence 
and to respond to violence when i t does s t r i k e . Today I want to t e l l you that 
soon I w i l l be sending to Congress a plan to create a School Emergency Response 
to Violence, the SERV program, that w i l l work j u s t as FEMA does when i t responds 
to natural disasters. Project SERV w i l l t r a v e l to where the trouble i s and help 
communities respond quickly to school violence, from helping schools to meet 
increased security needs, to providing emergency and longer-term mental health 
c r i s i s counseling for students, faculty, and t h e i r families. 

Now, l e t me j u s t say a word here of appreciation to somebody who i s not here, 
to Tipper Gore, who, once she became 50, f e l l v i c t i m to the Vice President and 
my propensity f o r leg i n j u r i e s -- [laughter] -- but, you know, more than any 
other persons i n America, since we've been here i n the White House, she has 
t r i e d to elevate the importance of proper mental health care and the fundamental 
dig n i t y of i t . And I think that we have got to, a l l of us, keep working u n t i l 
we remove any l a s t vestige of stigma that attaches to getting treatment f o r 
children who have troubling mental problems. We know that most of them, the 
vast majority of them, can be treated successfully. And we know that i t i s not 
a cause f o r shame or denial among families. And we have to keep working on 
that. And a l l of you, I ask you to j o i n t Tipper Gore and others who understand 
t h i s and t r y to make that a part of our approach to t h i s issue as well. 

Third, we can't stop the prevention e f f o r t s at the schoolhouse door. As I 
said, the budget agreement we reached today w i l l double or more than 
after-school programs that keep young people safe a f t e r the b e l l rings. But i f 
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young people leave the safe school and enter an unsafe community, they're i n 
trouble. 

Today we want to announcement two new steps to help them met that challenge. 
Our safe schools/safe communities i n i t i a t i v e w i l l help 10 targeted communities 
develop plans to reduce youth violence and drug use i n and out of school -- not 
only more police but after-school programs, mentoring, counseling, c o n f l i c t 
resolution, mental health services, and more. We wanted to put together, i n at 
least 10 places that don't have i t now, a t r u l y comprehensive approach. 

I'm also pleased to announced that i n response to constructive c r i t i c i s m and 
suggestions from many Members of Congress and educators and community leaders 
across t h i s country, we're going to overhaul our safe and drug-free schools 
program, which we have dramatically increased i n the l a s t few years, to require 
schools who get the funds to establish tough, but f a i r d i s c i p l i n e rules; to put 
i n place proven drug prevention strategies; to issue yearly school safety and 
drug use report cards to measure t h e i r own progress. These methods have worked 
so well i n c i t i e s l i k e Boston; they can work around the country, and i t w i l l 
guarantee that the money that's being spent w i l l actually achieve the results 
that i t 1 s been appropriated to achieve. 

Fourth, we have to expect more from young people themselves. Given the 
facts, the resources, the encouragement, almost a l l of them w i l l do the r i g h t 
thing. This year we launched a huge media campaign to t e l l young people that 
drugs are wrong, i l l e g a l , and can k i l l you. Now we have to t e l l them they, too, 
have r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s to prevent youth violence, to help t h e i r fellow students 
who are violence prone, to report trouble signs they se, and t r y to help kids 
get the help they need. 

I am pleased that MTV i s going to work with us to launch a new campaign to 
encourage people to become mentors -- young people -- to help t h e i r peers 
resolve t h e i r c o n f l i c t s peacefully. And again, I'm very g r a t e f u l , and I'd l i k e 
for a l l of you to j o i n t me i n thanking MTV for t h e i r willingness to invest i n 
th i s important endeavor. [Applause] 

Lastly -- I've spoken a l i t t l e longer than I meant to because I want to 
r e a l l y hear the panelists, but I return to the theme on which I began and what I 
w i l l do when I leave here i n working f o r the peace process i n the Middle East. 
We have got to do more to teach our young people to have tolerance and respect 
for one another, to understand the r i c h and only s u p e r f i c i a l dichotomy that the 
more we appreciate each other's d i v e r s i t y , the more we reaffirm the fundamental 
core values and existence we have i n common. 

The recent death of young Matthew Shepard i n Wrong makes i t a l l too clear to 
us that violence s t i l l can be motivated by prejudice and hatred. Yes, we do 
need a new hate crimes law. And I have directed the Education Department C i v i l 
Rights Office to step up i t s enforcement to stop discrimination and harassment 
against students. But again, ultimately, we have to be reconciled to one 
another. We have to believe i n one another's fundamental humanity and equal 
r i g h t to be here and to become whatever they can become. 

And I hope that a l l of us -- the young people of t h i s country, because our 
school population i s more diverse than ever before, and because to some extent 
they are unburdened by some of the problems that t h e i r parents and grandparents 
grew up with, can go either way with t h i s issue. I f they become the victims of 
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a kind of a current climate of prejudice and bigotry and a sense of opposition 
and i s o l a t i o n because of our increasing d i v e r s i t y , i t could wreak t o t a l havoc i n 
th i s country i n a way that we can't even imagine and even couldn't have 
imagined i n the old days of the c i v i l r i ghts years. But i f they do what they 
w i l l do, l e f t to t h e i r own better selves, then the increasing d i v e r s i t y of 
America i s something that w i l l guarantee us renewed strength, unparalleled 
opportunities i n the 21st century world. So I don't think we should forget 
that, either. I n the end, the human heart s t i l l counts for quite a great deal, 
and we ought to bring out the best i n a l l the ones we can. 

Now, I would l i k e to s t a r t the program, and I'm going to s i t down to do i t . 
And I'd l i k e to begin with Mr. Kent, Jamon Kent, who i s the superintendent of 
the Springfield, Oregon, public schools, that I had the honor to v i s i t a f t e r the 
t e r r i b l e incident there. And because we're running a l i t t l e l a t e , I'm going to 
do something a l i t t l e b i t unconventional. I'm going to c a l l on a l l the 
panelists to make t h e i r remarks and then open for questions, s t a r t i n g with Mr. 
Kent. 

[At t h i s point, the panel discussion began.] 

The President. I don't want to viol a t e my own rule, so I won't ask a 
question, but I do want to highlight one thing he said, because i f i t resonates 
with your experience, then we need your feedback to the Attorney General and to 
the Secretary of Education, ultimately, to the Congress. 

We now have a national policy of zero tolerance for guns i n schools. Last 
year I believe the number of -- the Secretary of Education can correct me i f I 
make a mistake -- la s t year I believe there were 6,000 children who were found 
-- students who were found with guns. Guns were taken, and they were sent home. 
This actually happened i n Oregon to t h i s young man r i g h t before he came back the 
next day and k i l l e d the kids. 

So the question i s , what i s -- we have to f i n d a constitutional f i x here, and 
then the schools have to have the resources so that you don't j u s t take a gun 
and expel somebody because there's obviously something going on inside the c h i l d 
that i s ju s t as important as the physical manifestation of having the gun. So 
that was the one thing that they've r e a l l y done i n Springfield, i s to sort of 
spark a nationwide reassessment of what we ought to do with the children besides 
just send them home. 

And they've proposed a period of 72 hours or some sort of period of 
evaluation, and we're t r y i n g to work out the details of i t . But i f any of you 
have any thoughts about t h i s , I would ask you to give i t to us, because that's, 
a very clear issue that was raised i n the Springfield case, that I must confess, 
u n t i l I went and talked to them, had never occurred to me before. 

I'd l i k e to now c a l l on Commissioner Paul Evans, the police commissioner from 
Boston, who led Boston's innovative operation cease-fire. I spent a half a day 
up there w i l l the mayor and the commissioner and others several months ago. Any 
many of you know that Boston went for over 2 years without having a single c h i l d 
under 18 k i l l e d by a gun. That's an astonishing thing. 

And so I would l i k e for Commissioner Evans to make whatever remarks he'd l i k e 
to make on t h i s subject. 

LEXIS-NEXIS- LEXIS-NEXIS* j f LEXIS-NEXIS' 
• £ 5 ^ A mcmbcr of'thc Recd Elscvicr plc group ' 6 ^ A m c m l ' , c r l h c R c c d Elscvicr plc group 6 < , A n i c n i l i c r o f l h c R c c d Elscvicr plc group 



Page 10 
Public Papers of the Presidents 

[The panel discussion continued.] 
The President. I would l i k e to make one b r i e f observation about what the 

commissioner said, because I have spent a great deal of time i n Boston, and I 
don't want to single them out i n derogation of the astonishing e f f o r t s that have 
been made elsewhere, many of which have already been featured. But the thing 
that strikes me -- i t struck me when I spent a day up there and I met with --
the mayor's got a nun who represents him, who has t h i s youth council f o r the 
c i t y . The c i t y has i t s own youth council, l i k e others have the c i t y council. 
But the thing that struck me about Boston i s they do things that seem obvious 
when you hear about them, but a l o t of people don't do i t . The systematic 
contact that they have i n a personal, one-to-one way, with a huge percentage of 
the young people i n t h e i r c i t i e s i s quite astonishing. 

And i f somebody asked me, i n a sentence, why have they been so successful, I 
would say they mobilize i n a systematic way a consistent contact with a huge 
percentage of the young people. The idea of, you know, "Well, we hear we're 
going to have a gang problem i n middle school. Why don't we go interview the 
customers." You know, i f you were running a business that's exactly what you'd 
do. But I think they deserve a l o t of appreciation, but also a l o t of modeling 
for that. 

[The panel discussion continued.] 

The President. I have two b r i e f things to say. F i r s t of a l l , don't you feel 
better knowing that there are people l i k e her i n the classrooms of America? 
[Applause] 

And second, I want to thank you for what you said about school uniforms. 
When Secretary Riley and I set out to promote school uniforms around the 
country, there were some here i n Washington who derided t h i s as one of those 
" l i t t l e ideas" that we were constantly harping on. I t may be a l i t t l e idea, but 
I have never been to a school that had them that had them that didn't think i t 
made a huge difference i n the li v e s of the children there. And so I thank you 
for giving a boost to that endeavor. 

[The panel discussion continued.] 

The President. Thank you very much. F i r s t of a l l , I want to apologize to a l l 
of you, and i n pa r t i c u l a r to Mayor Corradini, who made a t e r r i f i c presentation, 
according to the F i r s t Lady. I got a c a l l . We ju s t completed our agreement on 
the budget and the negotiations. In a half hour or so, for the members of the 
press, we'll have a statement about that. 

But l e t me say, f i r s t , I think about Congressman Etheridge, i t i s -- one of 
the things that we desperately -- that we need so much i n Congress -- Congress 
works better when there are people i n the Congress who have a l l kinds of 
di f f e r e n t experiences that are relevant. I t ' s an incredible g i f t that we have a 
Member of the House of Representatives that was actually a State superintendent 
of public i n s t r u c t i o n . And the influence he can have on other Members and the 
role he can play i n the years ahead I think i s v i r t u a l l y l i m i t l e s s j u s t because 
of the l i f e he l i v e d before he came there. And I'm very gr a t e f u l for what he 
said today and for what he's done. 
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I would also l i k e to thank Mayor Corradini for the report, for the 
recommendations, and for the "Best Practices" booklet. I think that we need --
every single challenge we've got i n t h i s country, we'd be a l o t better o f f i f 
everybody who was working on i t issued a "Best Practices" book, because one of 
my pet theories i s that everybody solved every problem somewhere, but we're not 
very good at playing copycat when we ought to. So I thank her for that. 

The only other thing I want to say, and then I want to turn i t over to the 
Vice President and l e t him ask a question, i s that the mayors recommended new 
youth counselors, and Bob talked about other kinds of support personnel on 
security issues. One of the things that we had to f i g h t hardest for i n 1983, 
that H i l l a r y convinced me we ought to do 15 years, ago, was to require every 
elementary school to have a counselor. But 15 years l a t e r , i t looks l i k e a 
pre t t y good decision. 

And I think we have to -- with people who have to pay for these things, with 
the taxpayers and others who may not deal with i t , we need to l e t them know that 
a well-trained counselor dealing with the kind of challenges these children face 
i s a t e r r i f i c investment. And I appreciate the recommendation of the mayors, 
and I look forward of following up on them. 

[The panel discussion continued.] 

The President. Well, i t would depend on whether i t was an elementary school 
or higher grades. I f you s t a r t with an elementary school, I would have an 
elementary school that would have classes of between 15 and 20 i n the early 
grades. I would have a maximum number of kids i n the school of about 3 00. I 
would have -- and about 1,000 for the high school. I would have the support 
personnel. I'd have a l l the teachers trained, and I'd have a parent coordinator 
that had huge numbers of the parents coming i n and out of the schools a l l the 
time. 

And then I'd t r y to figure out how to make young people l i k e Liberty the rule 
rather than the exception. That i s -- I was s i t t i n g here when she was t e l l i n g 
her story -- I was thinking about -- she got to the Boys and Girls Club, and 
that's a good thing, but there's whole bunch of kids that l i v e i n the place 
where she does that didn't get there, and that's not a good thing. And so I 
think that would mean you'd either have comprehensive before- and after-school 
programs and summer school programs fo r the kids on s i t e , or there would be some 
system by which the school i n e f f e c t , connected every c h i l d to responsible adult 
community groups of some kind that Professor Earls says works so well. 

I think those are the things that I would -- I basically believe you've got 
to have problems solving mechanisms, but I think the prevention approach i s by 
far the best approach. And I think almost a l l --so that's what I would do. 

In the high schools, i t ' s more complicated. I'd also have a uniform policy. 
I think they're very important. I'd be i n a community that had a strong 
antitruancy policy. I f I had a violence problem, I'd have a curfew. I'd be 
interconnected with a l l of the churches and synagogues and other f a i t h 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . I would have the school bringing people i n i n a systematic way, 
and I would be connected with the police department that would do what the 
commissioner explained that key t r y to do i n Boston. 
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But I think -- i n the high schools, I think that, as I said, I'd make sure 
that we had programs that would keep every c h i l d who needed i t , give them a l l an 
opportunity to be i n the school. 

Let me j u s t say one other thing that I think i s worth saying. I t may have 
been put on the table while I was out b r i e f l y . But twice -- i f you read what 
the mayors say here, twice, they say, they t a l k about the importance of the arts 
programs, the music programs, the physical education programs, not the kids that 
are on the a t h l e t i c teams, the other things. I have seen school a f t e r school 
aft e r school a l l across t h i s country, because of the f i n a n c i a l burdens on the 
schools, have to abandon these programs. And I think i t i s t e r r i b l e . 

I think that -- basically, a l l of these people are saying you've got to treat 
the whole c h i l d here, deal with the whole c h i l d , deal with the family s i t u a t i o n , 
deal with the community s i t u a t i o n . And I ju s t wanted to put i n a l i t t l e plug 
for that. I think that there are a l o t of ways to learn i n t h i s l i f e , a l o t of 
ways to communicate i n t h i s l i f e , and a l o t of ways for people to f i n d greater 
peace and connection. And I think i t ' s been a t e r r i b l e setback to American 
education that so many schools have had to abandon t h e i r a r t programs, t h e i r 
music programs and t h e i r physical education program for the nonteam athletes. 
Anything we can do to advance that I think would also be positive. 

[The panel discussion continued.] 

The President. Let me say, I wish we could stay here another hour, but we 
have another panel. We don't want to deprive them of the opportunity to make 
th e i r contributions and to be heard. Perhaps at the end of that, you could have 
a more free-flowing question and answers session. 

But again, l e t me thank a l l of you. And l e t me ask you to j o i n me i n 
thanking a l l of our remarkable panelists for t h e i r contributions. 

Thank You. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:28 p.m. i n the East Room at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to actor Edward James Olmos; and Paul E. Patton of 
Kentucky. Participants i n the conference were Jamon Kent, public schools 
superintendent, Springfield, OR; Paul Evans, police commissioner, Boston, MA; 
Liberty Franklin, Boys and Girls Club Youth of the Year; Joanna Quintana 
Barraso, teacher. Coral Way Elementary School, Miami, FL; Felton J. (Tony) 
Earls, professor, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA; Mayor Deedee Corradini of 
Salt Lake City, UT; and Representative Bob Etheridge. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: November 16, 1998 
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BODY: 
Thank you very much. I f I had any sense at a l l , I would not say a word. 

[Laughter] I've got to t e l l you, before I came over here, my s t a f f a l l gathered 
very solemnly i n the Oval Office, and they said, "Now, you know, there's going 
to be a l o t of preachers there today." [Laughter] "And Reverend Anthony said he 
was going to be moved by the s p i r i t . You st i c k to the t e x t . We don't want you 
to get too moved by the s p i r i t . " [Laughter] I don't know i f I can honor that. 

Death of Alan B. Shepard, Jr. 

Let me say before I begin, I was j u s t handed a note -- I think i t ' s 
appropriate since we have so many ministers here that -- one of our greatest 
astronauts, Alan Shepard, has ju s t passed away. Those of us who are old enough 
to remember the f i r s t space f l i g h t s w i l l always remember what an impression he 
made on us and on the world. And so I would l i k e to express the gratitude of 
our Nation and to say that our thoughts and prayers are with his family. 

Let me begin by thanking a l l the people who are here, Eric Holder and Ray 
Fisher, a l l the people at the Justice Department who have done such a good job. 
Commissioner Evans, i t ' s good to see you again, and I never get t i r e d of hearing 
the story of what Boston has done. Reverend Anthony, thank you for your 
wonderful statement and the power of your example. I thank Congressmen Cummings 
and Cardin who are here from Maryland. And two Senators who have supported t h i s 
program very strongly and were not able to come at the l a s t minute -- I want to 
acknowledge Senator Joe Biden and Senator Carol Moseley-Braun. 

I thank Mayor Alan Styles from Salinas, California; Mayor James Garner from 
Hempstead, New York; Mayor Marion Barry from Washington; Mayor Kurt Schmoke from 
Baltimore; and Mayor and Reverend Emanuel Cleaver from Kansas City, Missouri, 
for being here. The chief of police of Washington, DC, Charles Ramsey, i s here; 
Reuben Greenberg from Charleston, South Carolina; Michelle Mitchell from 
Richmond. There are children here from Brown Junior High School and from 
Baltimore and from Philadelphia. We welcome you a l l . 

This i s r e a l l y about what we can do together to save our children and to 
strengthen our country's future. For a l l the good things that are happening i n 
America -- unemployment, i n f l a t i o n , crime, welfare the lowest i n somewhere 
between 25 and 32 years, depending on the s t a t i s t i c --we have to understand 
that there are s t i l l too many of our children who are l e f t out and l e f t behind, 
and that i n order to honor our solemn r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s as citizens and our 
fundamental moral duties as human beings, we have to do a better job. 
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I am g r a t i f i e d that crime i s at a 25-year low. Surely, the improving economy 
had something to do with i t . But I am persuaded that the lion's share of credit 
goes to people -- those nameless people Reverend Anthony spoke about -- who 
wear uniforms and who work i n churches and other religious i n s t i t u t i o n s , who 
work i n schools and work on streets, and who t a l k to t h e i r kids at home at 
night. What i s working i n America i s a community-based, prevention-oriented, 
broad-based partnership to t r y to bring crime down and bring out kids back. And 
the f a i t h community has an important role to play. 

I noted -- one of the things that I remembered about the f i r s t time I went to 
Boston and met with the mayor's youth council i s i t was being run by a Roman 
Catholic nun. Everybody showed up; they were on time. [Laughter] I t ran l i k e 
clockwork; i t was great. [Laughter] Including me -- we a l l did our part. 

And I think i t i s important to say that t h i s community-based, 
prevention-oriented, broad-based partnership represented by the children and the 
adults here, including the members of the f a i t h community, that i t i s working. 
And what we want to do today i s to see i t work everywhere i n America. 

You heard Commissioner Evans say that i n Boston, police, prosecutors, 
principals, pastors, they a l l got together around the table. They called on 
everybody to take r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to stop gangs and guns and drugs and to change 
attitudes -- above a l l , to change attitudes -- how people look at themselves, 
how they look at other people, whether they t r e a t them with respect. And they 
recognized that the only strategy that w i l l work i n the long run i s one that 
keeps our children out of trouble i n the f i r s t place. 

I can't help noting that I've had the opportunity to spend quite a b i t of 
time i n the c i t y of Chicago. You a l l clapped when the mention was made of our 
commitment to before- and after-school programs. There are now over 40,000 
children, I believe, that get three square meals a day i n the Chicago school 
system; they stay through supper. And the summer school i s now the s i x t h 
largest school d i s t r i c t i n the United States. And a l o t of the kids have to go 
because they don't make good enough grades during the year. But because i t ' s a 
positive thing, the community groups, the parents groups, everybody supports i t . 
I t ' s a way of building a good future for our children. 

So that's what we're here to celebrate, and to emphasize that there i s a 
c r i t i c a l , fundamental role for the f a i t h community i n teaching our children a 
sense of r i g h t and wrong and s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e and respect. Boston's pastors and 
f a i t h communities took the lead. Often, they are the most stable i n s t i t u t i o n s 
l e f t i n unstable neighborhoods. I think i t i s important that these mentors saw 
i n each c h i l d a cause and not j u s t a case f i l e ; a future, not j u s t a present 
f u l l of problems. 

When young people learn to turn to values, then they turn away from gangs. 
That was the message of what Reverend Anthony said more eloquently than I could. 
When they learn the basic rules of r i g h t and wrong, then they can reject the 
rules of the street. I f i t ' s true i n Boston, i f i t ' s true i n Washington, i f 
i t ' s true anywhere, i t can be true everywhere. And that i s what we're here 
about. 

I f something can happen somewhere, i t i s our duty to make sure i t happens 
everywhere. Indeed, that has been the whole philosophy behind t h i s 
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administration's anticrime e f f o r t s . When I was Governor, I worked a l o t on 
these issues at home. Very often, I would work with religious leaders --
Christian leaders, Jewish leaders; i n my State, black Muslims were often quite 
active i n community-based e f f o r t s to save our children. But the thing that 
struck me was that there was never a system. And the thing that Boston has done 
so well i s that they have created a system within which everybody has a role to 
play where they can be most ef f e c t i v e . And i t has worked. 

Last year researchers at Harvard found that urban neighborhoods with a strong 
sense of community and shared values, had much, much lower crime rates than 
those without i t -- big surprise. But when you hear people i n my position or 
elected o f f i c i a l s t a l k i n g about crime, how often do you hear them t a l k about 
that? You get more emotion on the meter readers i f you give some rough, tough 
speech about j a i l s and punishment. Well, we have to have j a i l s , and people who 
do the wrong things have to be punished. But we w i l l never j a i l our way out of 
America 1s problems, and you know that. 

I want to thank exhibit A here for coming -- i f I could c a l l him that --
Reverend Eugene Rivers, who's s i t t i n g behind me. I thank him f o r being here. 
He has gotten to know some of Boston's most troubled children, welcoming them to 
his parish. Baker House, of f e r i n g counseling, recreation, and an occasional 
pizza party; introducing children who have known nothing but chaos at home to 
the serenity of prayer. He mediates f i g h t s , v i s i t s homes, shows up at school 
when they get i n trouble. He has been there for his kids, making them 
understand that God cares about each and every one of them and he cares whether 
they do well. He cares whether they get an A or an F on a test, whether they 
get i n a f i g h t or get a c i t a t i o n for doing good at school. They w i l l be praised 
when they succeed, disciplined when they f a i l . 

Two of his children are with him today: Kenyatta Moon and Tony Barry. 
Growing up hasn't been easy for either of them. But with Reverend Rivers' help 
they have stayed on track. Tony i s taking college prep courses; Kenyatta w i l l 
begin college t h i s f a l l . And we congratulate you. 

You know, we have worked very hard to open the doors of college to a l l 
Americans, to give scholarships and tax credits, and to make sure, i n e f f e c t , we 
can make 2 years of college v i r t u a l l y free to nearly everyone i n t h i s country. 
But you s t i l l have to get i n . And t h i s i s very, very important, what i s being 
done. I know there are many more j u s t l i k e Reverend Rivers and j u s t l i k e these 
young people, doing good things across t h i s country -- more l i k e our wonderful 
speaker, who gave me such a powerful introduction. What we have to do i s to 
give a l l of them the tools they need to succeed. 

That i s what we're here to do today. Today I am glad and proud to announce 
that we w i l l be making new value-based violence prevention grants to 16 
communities across our country, to help law enforcement, schools, businesses, 
and f a i t h communities, together work to prevent truancy, mentor, teach values, 
and o f f e r children positive alternatives to gangs and drugs. 

Congress, too, must act because 16 i s not enough. In the juvenile j u s t i c e 
b i l l , which I modeled i n large measure on the Boston success story, there are 
funds f o r more of these kinds of programs. We need these funds. We need more 
funds for before- and after-school programs, fo r the summer school programs, for 
the community-based programs. We need these funds. Our role here i n Washington 
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on t h i s i s to give people the tools and to clear away the obstacles necessary to 
have more success stories. 

I can't thank the mayors and the police chiefs who are here enough f o r the 
examples that they have set i n t h e i r own communities. 

Carl Sandburg once said that a baby i s God's opinion that the world should go 
on. Well, when we lose our children, we are thwarting the opinion of God. We 
are blessed with our children. They w i l l be America i n the 21st century. What 
America w i l l be depends upon what we do to help them become a l l they can be. 
That depends upon us. I t i s our resp o n s i b i l i t y . 

I can't t e l l you how moved I am by a l l the stories I have read, a l l the 
examples I have seen, a l l the work that has been done by the people that are i n 
t h i s room and the people they represent a l l across America. Some of them have 
been out there for years and years and years. But now, they have found a way to 
work together that w i l l have dramatic, profound, and permanent success. We owe 
i t to them to help them. 

We're taking a big f i r s t step today, and i f Congress w i l l give me the funds, 
we'll put the welfare of the American people f i r s t . Even i n an election year, 
l e t ' s not l e t partisanship get i n the way of t h i s c r i t i c a l mission. We w i l l see 
these stories sweep across t h i s country, and we'll have a l o t more children to 
celebrate. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. i n Room 450 of the Old Executive 
Office Building. In his remarks, he referred to Rev. Lewis M. Anthony, senior 
pastor, Metropolitan Wesley AME Zion Church, Washington, DC, who introduced the 
President; Deputy Attorney General Eric H. Holder, Jr.; Associate Attomey 
General Raymond C. Fisher; Paul Evans, Boston police commissioner; Reuben 
Greenberg, police chief, Charleston, SC; Michelle B. Mitche l l , s h e r i f f , 
Richmond, VA; and Rev. Eugene F. Rivers, I I I , codirector. National Ten Point 
Leadership Foundation. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: August 24, 1998 
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A p r i l 12, 1998 

CITE: 34 Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 635 

LENGTH: 190 words 

HEADLINE: Statement on School Crime 

BODY: 
Today the Attorney General and Secretary of Education forwarded to me an 

important, but troubling, study on school crime. Although the study shows that 
the overall crime rate i n our schools did not change s i g n i f i c a n t l y between 1989 
and 1995, i t confirms that some schools have serious problems. Most 
disturbing, the study found that the number of students reporting gangs i n t h e i r 
schools has nearly doubled. This i s unacceptable. Gangs -- and the guns, 
drugs, and violence that go with them -- must be stopped from ever reaching the 
schoolhouse door. 

Congress can help lead the way by passing the antigang and youth violence 
strategy that I sent to them more than a year ago. I t i s based on what we know 
works -- tough, targeted deterrence and better antigang prevention. Through 
t h i s approach, police and prosecutors i n Boston l i t e r a l l y disarmed the gangs and 
brought juvenile gun murders to a ha l t . We should not wait any longer to help 
other communities do the same. 

NOTE: This statement was made available by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on A p r i l 11, and i t was embargoed for released u n t i l 6:30 p.m., A p r i l 12. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: June 22, 1999 
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July 19, 1997 

CITE: 33 Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 1107 

LENGTH: 940 words 

HEADLINE: The President's Radio Address 

BODY: 
Good morning. Today I want to t a l k about the important progress we're making 

i n our e f f o r t s to get guns out of the hands of violent juveniles. 

Our administration has put i n place a tough, smart anticrime strategy, 
relying on more community police, s t r i c t e r punishment, and better afterschool 
prevention e f f o r t s . This strategy i s working. For 5 years i n a row, we've seen 
serious crime drop nationwide. Last year, we saw the largest one-year decline i n 
violent crime and murder i n 35 years. Our most recent figures even show a s l i g h t 
decline i n juvenile crime. But we a l l know that juvenile crime and violence are 
s t i l l s i g n i f i c a n t problems i n our country. We know that children are s t i l l 
k i l l i n g children f o r shoes, for jackets, f o r t u r f . We know that too many of our 
young people are drawn to guns and violence as a way of l i f e . 

One fact stands out and demands our attention. Over the past decades, the 
number of gun murders by juveniles has skyrocketed by 300 percent. This i s 
simply unacceptable. We know we must break t h i s deadly trend. Some of our c i t i e s 
are beginning to do i t . I n Boston, thanks to a comprehensive e f f o r t by 
prosecutors, police, probation o f f i c e r s , community leaders, and ordinary 
citizens, not a single juvenile murder has been committed with a gun i n 2 f u l l 
years. Boston police commissioner Paul Evans should be commended for his 
leadership role i n t h i s outstanding e f f o r t , and I'm very glad that he's joined 
me here today. 

A year ago, I looked at Boston's approach, and i t was clear that tracing 
guns seized from young criminals was a key to the c i t y ' s success. So I directed 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to launch a national i n i t i a t i v e i n 
17 c i t i e s to replicate Boston's e f f o r t and trace a l l the guns used i n crimes. A 
year l a t e r , the f i r s t results are i n . Police departments i n these 17 c i t i e s 
submitted for tracing nearly twice as many guns used i n crimes as they did the 
year before. We found that almost half of a l l guns used i n crimes came from 
young people. More importantly, f o r the f i r s t time, we know where the juveniles 
are getting these guns, how they are getting them, and what kinds of guns they 
are using. 

One cr u c i a l fact i s now clear, that guns are finding t h e i r way quickly from 
legitimate r e t a i l stores to black markets through a network of gun t r a f f i c k e r s 
and corrupt gun dealers. Make no mistake: Gun t r a f f i c k e r s are funneling guns to 
lawless youth. We know how they operate, and we intend to shut them down. 

In Milwaukee, thanks to our youth gun-tracing i n i t i a t i v e , police o f f i c e r s 
were able to f i n d a pattern. Several guns used i n driveby shootings and armed 
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robberies had o r i g i n a l l y been purchased by one man, a security guard named Larry 
Shikes. Police investigators quickly discovered that Shikes was s e l l i n g brand 
new semiautomatic weapons from the trunk of his car. Police swept i n and 
arrested him i n A p r i l . He pled g u i l t y to t r a f f i c k i n g charges, and he w i l l be 
sentenced next month. 

Our youth gun-tracing i n i t i a t i v e has been so effe c t i v e that I'm pleased to 
announce we w i l l expand our e f f o r t s to 10 more c i t i e s , including Philadelphia 
and Los Angeles. I want to thank the ATF and a l l the people who have worked on 
thi s i n i t i a t i v e , especially Under Secretary of Treasury Ray Kelly, who i s also 
with me today. We w i l l work with Congress to hire more ATF agents to work with 
local police o f f i c e r s and prosecutors to pursue t r a f f i c k e r s based on the leads 
we're generating now every day. 

We also have a chance to b u i l d on our progress by passing a smart, tough 
juvenile j u s t i c e b i l l that cracks down on guns and gangs. We need to provide for 
more prosecutors, tougher penalties, and better after-school gang prevention 
programs. We should require that every new gun sold i n America has a c h i l d 
safety lock. And we should p r o h i b i t violent teenagers from buying guns once they 
become adults. 

Last week, I was disappointed that a Senate committee considering a juvenile 
crime b i l l voted against requiring Federal firearms dealers to provide c h i l d 
safety locks. I urge the f u l l Senate to reconsider t h i s action. 

A juvenile crime b i l l must be comprehensive. Of course, i t must get tough on 
violent juvenile offenders, but i t also must cut o f f t h e i r access to guns. 
That's one big reason why Boston's program works. To keep guns away from 
crime-committing youth, we must also continue to perform background checks on 
gun-buying adults. The Brady law has already stopped more than 250,000 
fug i t i v e s , felons, and stalkers from buying handguns. The Supreme Court recently 
struck down a portion of the Brady law that requires local o f f i c i a l s to perform 
these checks. But i n a meeting t h i s week with law enforcement o f f i c i a l s from 
around the country, Attorney General Reno and Treasury Secretary Rubin confirmed 
that the overwhelming majority of police departments are continuing to do the 
responsible thing, to perform these background checks v o l u n t a r i l y because they 
work. 

Now that we're making every e f f o r t to keep criminals from getting guns 
through the front door of a gun shop, we're turning our attention to locking the 
back door, too. We have started to crack the code of the black market i n i l l e g a l 
weapons. We are tracing the guns, targeting the t r a f f i c k e r s , taking more of our 
children out of harm's way. Cities l i k e Boston have shown us great results. And 
i f we'll a l l work together, there i s no reason why every community i n America 
can't expect and achieve the same success. 

Thanks for l i s t e n i n g . 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:48 p.m. on July 18 i n the Roosevelt Room 
at the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 19. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: August 22, 1997 
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June 11, 1997 

CITE: 33 Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 852 

LENGTH: 2458 words 

HEADLINE: Remarks at the Juvenile Justice Conference 

BODY: 
Thank you very much. Attorney General Reno, Ray Kelly, Father 0'Donovan. Let 

me say to my good fr i e n d Father O1Donovan, I never know when I come to 
Georgetown whether being introduced as the university's most well-known alumnus 
w i l l be a l i a b i l i t y or an asset. I t j u s t depends on what month I come, I think. 
When Ray Kelly said he considered the Jesuits the Marine Corps of the Catholic 
Church, I never r e a l l y thought of that. And then he went through that l i t a n y , 
you know, "the few, the proud" and a l l that, I was thinking about the ones who 
taught me i n class. I was thinking, "the few, the proud, the b r u t a l . " [Laughter] 
But b r i l l i a n t l y b r u t a l . 

I love t h i s place, and I thank Father 0'Donovan for having us here at the 
conference. I also want to thank the Attorney General and Ray Kelly f o r the 
t r u l y unprecedented partnership that they have established with local law 
enforcement o f f i c i a l s and others who are interested i n the safety of our streets 
and our children throughout the United States. We have here representatives of 
the Fraternal Order of Police, of the Major Cities Chiefs Association, the law 
enforcement community, a l o t of other people who ju s t work with young people and 
t r y to help give them something to say yes to. 

I'm glad to see our friend Jim Brady here. The country owes a l o t of thanks 
to Jim and to Sarah, for with courage and persistence and good humor, they have 
saved a l o t of lives with the Brady b i l l , the assault weapons ban, and others. 

We are here today to t a l k about what we can do together to b u i l d safer 
neighborhoods and stronger neighborhoods as part of the preparation of America 
for a new century. Today I want to t a l k about violent youth gangs and the 
i l l e g a l guns they use, the biggest problem, perhaps, we s t i l l face i n that 
ongoing struggle. 

But as Ray Kelly said, t h i s i s a good time to be involved i n law enforcement 
because the good guys are winning and the tid e of crime i s being r o l l e d back. 
Four and a half years ago, I can honestly say, when I went around the country i n 
1992 seeking the Presidency and began to t a l k about the importance of more 
police and effe c t i v e prevention programs along with tougher punishment -- and 
actually I said I was confident that we could bring the crime rate way down over 
a sustained period of time -- most people did not believe me. 

You might be interested to know that every national survey I've seen says 
that most people s t i l l don't believe i t . [Laughter] Even though those of you who 
are involved i n t h i s endeavor know that crime i s now down for several years i n a 
row and we had the largest drop i n 35 years l a s t year, most people s t i l l don't 
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believe i t . I t may be because a crime story s t i l l leads the evening news. I t may 
be the accumulation of personal experiences; nearly everybody has someone i n 
t h e i r family who has been victimized. I t may be an i n s t i n c t i v e feeling that 
whether the crime rate has gone down or not, i t ' s s t i l l too high and there are 
s t i l l too many of our children at r i s k . 

But nonetheless, i t has gone down. And a l o t of you i n t h i s room have helped 
to make i t so. And we t r i e d to work with you and also to learn from you what 
actually works, not what sounds good i n a tel e v i s i o n ad, not what sounds good i n 
a p o l i t i c a l campaign, but what actually works: putting more police on the 
street, taking gangs and guns o f f the streets, having proven, ef f e c t i v e 
prevention programs that keep our children out of trouble, and prevent crimes 
from occurring i n the f i r s t place. 

That's what we t r i e d to do with the crime b i l l and the Brady b i l l , with the 
assault weapons ban, with the violence against women act, and the other things 
that the Attorney General spoke about. I t ' s what we've t r i e d to do with our 
strongest e f f o r t ever to make our schools drug-free and gun-free, to have zero 
tolerance for guns i n schools, to make i t i l l e g a l for minors to possess handguns 
and for adults to transfer handguns to minors. I t ' s what General McCaffrey i s 
working so hard on i n his position as our Nation's drug czar. 

And thanks to a l l of you, the strategy i s working. Even the juvenile crime 
rate showed some decline i n 1995, and the juvenile crime arrest rate has begun 
to go down as a result of your unceasing e f f o r t s . But we know that juvenile 
violence i s s t i l l a huge problem. We know violent youth gangs s t i l l t e r r o r i z e 
our streets. We know innocent children are s t i l l being swept up i n them and may 
soon be innocent no longer. 

According to a report released by the Justice Department, unless we act and 
do more now, the number of juveniles arrested for violent crimes w i l l more than 
double by the year 2010. We have got to show the same progress with young 
people, with juvenile crime, with violence, that we have seen i n the overall 
crime rate with adults i n the l a s t 5 years. Keep i n mind, t h i s year when school 
started, we had the largest class of children s t a r t i n g school and the largest 
number of people i n school i n the history of America. This year i s the f i r s t 
year that the number of school children exceeded the high-water mark of the baby 
boom, which means that demographically we have j u s t a few years to deal with our 
young people and give them a future and something to say yes to and to deal with 
t h i s gang and drug and gun problem before the sheer change i n population w i l l 
begin to overwhelm our e f f o r t s . 

So I think we know enough, and a l o t of you have shown us enough to be j u s t 
as optimistic about t h i s as we now can be about the general problem of crime. 
But we also have seen enough and we know enough to know that we have to move and 
move now. 

In February, I sent juvenile j u s t i c e l e g i s l a t i o n that I f e l t was very smart 
and very tough to Congress to declare war on gangs and guns but to do things 
that you say and that you have shown w i l l work. I t was largely modeled on 
Boston's famous Operation Ceasefire. I t guarantees new antigang prosecutors that 
are desperately needed to pursue and prosecute violent juveniles. I t gives 
prosecutors the r i g h t to seek tougher penalties. I t supports i n i t i a t i v e s l i k e 
Operation Night Light i n Boston, where police and probation o f f i c e r s actually 
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make housecalls to young probationers and t h e i r families to make sure that they 
l i v e up to the rules of t h e i r probation. And when I was i n Boston, not very long 
ago --we spent over a half a day there -- the people said that t h e i r compliance 
rate was around 70 percent, which I'm quite confident i s the highest i n the 
country. But these things w i l l work. 

Because about 40 percent of juvenile crime occurs a f t e r school closes and 
before parents come home --so much for the argument that parents don't make any 
difference -- the youth violence strategy we presented would help to launch 
1,000 afterschool i n i t i a t i v e s a l l over the country, again, modeled on what i s 
working today -- not rocket science -- j u s t following the leader to save l i v e s . 

We know now that children should be allowed to stay i n school or involved i n 
other a c t i v i t i e s rather than l e f t on street corners u n t i l t h e i r parents come 
home from work. We know now that i t would be better i f our children had teachers 
or community leaders or team leaders as role models, not gang leaders. We know 
that our children should be supervised by caring adults, not young people who 
have entered a gang culture. 

The b i l l that I presented dealt with a l l t h i s . I t also i s j u s t as tough on 
guns as on gangs. I don't care what anybody says -- guns are s t i l l at the heart 
of the gangs that s t r i k e at the hearts of our communities and families. Every 
year thousands of children and young people are k i l l e d by them, even more 
wounded and maimed. Listen to t h i s : teenage homicides by firearms t r i p l e d i n the 
10 years between 1984 and 1994, and the number of juveniles actually k i l l i n g 
with guns quadrupled during the same period. 

When the National Center for Health S t a t i s t i c s t e l l s us that teenage boys are 
more l i k e l y to die from gunshot wounds than from any other cause, we know that 
we have more than a duty. We have a moral obligation to keep f i g h t i n g against 
t h i s t e r r i b l e scourge of gun violence, to b u i l d on the pathbreaking work done by 
Jim Brady and others, and to go beyond what we have done so far. 

That's why the juvenile crime b i l l I presented to Congress extends the Brady 
b i l l to prevent juvenile criminals from purchasing guns when they reach legal 
age. You shouldn't be able to commit a violent crime at 16 or 17, then buy a 
handgun for your 21st birthday. This b i l l would make that i l l e g a l , and I hope 
a l l of you w i l l help us pass i t . 

The b i l l also requires that c h i l d safety locks be sold with guns to keep 
children from hurting themselves or each other. Unbelievably, a t h i r d of a l l 
p r i v a t e l y owned handguns i n our country are l e f t both unlocked and loaded. Every 
one of them has the power and the potential to make the l i f e of one of our 
children l o s t by accident or design. Child safety locks are simple and 
inexpensive, but they do have the power to prevent tragedy. 

I fee l so strongly about them that i n March I ordered Federal agencies to 
give them to our agents. Today, every FBI and ATF agent has such a c h i l d safety 
device, and by the 15th of October, every Federal agent, from the DEA to the 
U.S. Marshal, to the Border Patrol, to the Park Police, w i l l have one as well. 
I f a c h i l d safety lock i s good enough for law enforcement, i t ought to be good 
enough fo r the general public. These commonsense measures w i l l help to cut o f f 
young people's access to guns that can cut short t h e i r l i v e s . 
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Today we are taking comprehensive action to protect our children and our 
communities from juvenile crime and gun violence. I n Boston, where many of these 
e f f o r t s are already i n place, youth murders have dropped 80 percent i n 5 years 
and not a single, s o l i t a r y c h i l d has been k i l l e d with a handgun i n a year and a 
half -- i n a year and a half. We can do that. Again I say, t h i s i s not rocket 
science; t h i s i s re p l i c a t i o n . 

You know, when I was i n Houston a couple years ago and I saw the juvenile 
crime rate going down there when i t was going up everywhere else, the mayor 
said, " I t ' s not very complicated. I've got 3,000 kids i n a soccer league and 
2,500 i n a golf league, and most of them didn't know anything about either sport 
before we started." This i s not rocket science; i t i s re p l i c a t i o n . We know what 
works. There i s no excuse for not doing what works. And there i s no excuse for 
the Congress not giving you the tools to do what works. 

Now, I believe the approach embodied i n the l e g i s l a t i o n I presented gives us 
the best chance to prevent more of t h i s violence and to actually break i t s back. 
That's what I believe. I believe i t because I have seen so many of you do i t . 
Now, the b i l l that passed the House of Representatives, I think, f a l l s f a r short 
of the goals of the b i l l that I presented and far short of r e f l e c t i n g what you 
have proved works. A juvenile crime b i l l that doesn't crack down on guns and 
gangs, that doesn't guarantee more prosecutors, more probation o f f i c e r s , and 
more prevention programs a f t e r school i s a juvenile crime b i l l i n name only. 

I understand you can pass a b i l l and make i t very popular i f a l l i t does i s 
seem to penalize people. And I am not against tougher penalties; we have 
toughened a l o t of penalties since I have been President. But to pretend that 
you can do that and not guarantee the police, the prosecutors, the probation 
o f f i c e r s , and the prevention programs and expect to have results i s simply 
wrong. You work i n t h i s area, and you know i t . So l e t ' s go back to the Congress 
and get a b i l l that w i l l give you the tools to give our children t h e i r futures 
back and our people t h e i r neighborhoods and t h e i r streets back. We can do i t 
together. 

Let me j u s t say something about one specific problem. The i l l e g a l guns that 
youth gangs use do not ju s t come out of t h i n a i r . They are bought and sold, 
traded and given i n trade, j u s t l i k e any other guns. And a l l too often, i t i s 
adults who are making the transfer. So today, I'm direc t i n g the Secretary of the 
Treasury, Bob Rubin, to require a l l federally licensed gun dealers to post signs 
i n t h e i r stores and issue w r i t t e n warnings with each gun they s e l l to put adult 
gun purchasers on clear and unambiguous notice that s e l l i n g or giving a handgun 
to a minor i s dangerous, i t i s wrong, but i t i s also against the law, and i t i s 
a felony so serious that i t can carry a penalty of up to 10 years i n prison. I 
want every adult who buys a gun to see that sign and think about i t before they 
give a c h i l d a gun that could wind up i n gang violence. 

In the la s t 4 years, we have proven that i f we work together and learn from 
each other, we can begin to turn the tid e and win the war, as Ray Kelly said. 
Now we have an opportunity that i s real and genuine to b u i l d on that progress. 
Your presence here, your enthusiasm, and what I know about the work you have 
done back home give me great hope that we can give our children a safe and 
orderly environment where they can make the most of t h e i r l i v e s . 

We know that a l o t of t h i s w i l l have to be done at the community l e v e l . When 
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we did the summit of service that the Presidents sponsored i n Philadelphia, one 
of the f i v e things we said we wanted for our children was a safe environment for 
every c h i l d i n America to grow up i n . And we know that a l o t of that has to be 
done by you. But we also know that we at the national level have our 
respon s i b i l i t y , too. And our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y now i s to continue to implement the 
crime b i l l and put the community police o f f i c e r s out there, to be f a i t h f u l i n 
our enforcement of a l l the Federal laws that we can, and to deal with the 
special problems of guns and to pass a smart, balanced juvenile j u s t i c e crime 
b i l l that does more than t a l k tough. 

I pledge to work with Congress of both parties to pass such a b i l l . I look 
forward to working with a l l of you to get the job done, but I say again: The 
most powerful argument for doing i t i s the experience you have already had, the 
successes you have already achieved, the live s you have already saved. 

When you know what works and you do i t and you see children's l i v e s 
reclaimed, i t becomes unconscionable not to do more. I am determined that we 
w i l l do more and that we w i l l win t h i s incredibly important struggle. 

Thank you, and God bless you a l l . 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:00 p.m. i n the Salon H of the Conference Center 
at Georgetown University. In his remarks, he referred to Under Secretary of the 
Treasury for Enforcement Raymond W. Kelly; Father Leo Donovan, president, 
Georgetown University; Sarah Brady, chair, Handgun Control, Inc., and her 
husband, former White House Press Secretary James S. Brady; and Mayor Bob Lanier 
of Houston, Texas. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: July 09, 1997 
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HEADLINE: Remarks at the Peace Officers Memorial Ceremony 

BODY: 
Thank you. Thank you very much. President Gallegos, Auxil i a r y President 

Lippe, to a l l the distinguished law enforcement representatives who are here; 
Senator Thurmond, Senator Biden, Senator Leahy, Congressman Stupak; members of 
our Cabinet administration. I'd l i k e to thank a l l of those who support t h i s 
endeavor every year, and especially t h i s year Tommy Motolla and Gloria Estefan 
and most importantly, to the family members of those who have l o s t t h e i r l i v e s 
i n the service of our country. 

In j u s t 2 weeks, on Memorial Day, the American people w i l l pause to pay 
t r i b u t e to the f a l l e n m i l i t a r y heroes who died to preserve the l i b e r t i e s upon 
which our Nation was founded and which have enabled i t to endure for more than 
200 years. Today, we stand here on Peace Officers Memorial Day, to pay t r i b u t e 
to a sa c r i f i c e no less great and no less c r i t i c a l to our l i b e r t i e s . 

The police o f f i c e r s whose names are carved on the memorial are also our 
f a l l e n heroes. And i n the hearts of t h e i r families and the people whose l i v e s 
they touched, t h e i r heroism w i l l always shine. 

Officer Lauretha Vaird was a 9-year veteran on the Philadelphia Police 
Department, a single, working mother. She often said that her two greatest loves 
were her boys and her badge, and she dedicated her l i f e to them both. She was a 
community police o f f i c e r who walked the streets of her beat with pride. One day 
she responded to a s i l e n t alarm at a local bank. And as she t r i e d to prevent an 
armed robbery, a gunman's b u l l e t took her l i f e and l e f t her children with only 
the memory of t h e i r heroic mother. 

Officer Brian Gibson was a community police o f f i c e r who grew up on streets he 
would l a t e r p a t r o l . A native of t h i s c i t y , he served our country as a United 
States Marine i n the Persian Gulf before j o i n i n g the DC police force, a 
decorated o f f i c e r who pounded the pavement to f i g h t drugs and the people who 
s e l l them. One night he was k i l l e d at point-blank range by a raging gang member 
as he simply sat i n the police car j u s t a short ride from that memorial where 
his name w i l l be carved. He, too, l e f t behind a grieving family and friends and 
a legacy of courage. 

Today we honor the service and take pride i n a l l the stories of the 116 men 
and women who gave t h e i r l i v e s to protect our safety. Our safety was t h e i r 
purpose and passion. And while we can never repay them f o r t h e i r ultimate 
s a c r i f i c e , we can, and we must, honor t h e i r memory not only i n words but i n 
actions that do ju s t i c e to t h e i r l i v e s and to the great loss t h e i r families and 
loved ones have suffered. 
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For too many years i n our country, crime seemed destined to keep r i s i n g 
regardless of c i t i z e n outrage or law enforcement f r u s t r a t i o n . Then, slowly, 
you i n law enforcement began to turn the t i d e , building bridges to concerned 
citizens and needy children and troubled neighborhoods, but losing brothers and 
sisters along the way. 

Four years ago, we joined you as a nation to reclaim our streets, our 
schools, and our society with a commitment to a comprehensive approach to crime 
based on what you t o l d us -- what you t o l d us would work. You t o l d us we needed 
more police on the street, tougher penalties and better prevention. You t o l d us 
especially we needed more community police o f f i c e r s . Today, we're putting 
100,000 more of them on the street to j o i n with you. 

You t o l d us i l l e g a l handguns and deadly assault weapons were undermining your 
e f f o r t s to f i g h t gangs and drugs, so we banned them with the Brady b i l l and the 
assault weapons ban. Just since the Brady b i l l was enacted i n 1993, 186,000 
felons, f u g i t i v e s , and stalkers have been denied the r i g h t to buy handguns. 
Today we take another step -- [applause] -- thank you. Today we take another 
step to protect our communities from gun violence by dangerous d r i f t e r s who 
threaten our safety. 

Two months ago, a f t e r the t e r r i b l e tragedy at the Empire State Building, I 
directed the ATF to require people who buy guns from federally-licensed dealers 
simply to prove they were not j u s t passing through. Today, we're releasing a new 
application to make sure that c e r t i f i c a t i o n of residency i s an unavoidable step 
for gun purchases. Those who can't prove i t , can't purchase. 

These e f f o r t s -- [applause] -- thank you. And thanks to you, these e f f o r t s 
are working. Crime i s dropping. And a l l over America, neighborhood by 
neighborhood, hope for a safer future i s slowly but surely being restored. I t i s 
a l l the more bittersweet that as crime has dropped i n t h i s country 5 years i n a 
row f o r the f i r s t time i n more than two decades, we must s t i l l gather to carve 
new names int o the hard stone of the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial. 

In 1996, we added 116 names. While the loss of even one of those o f f i c e r s ' 
l i v e s i s one too many, that i s the smallest number of police o f f i c e r s to lose 
t h e i r l i v e s i n the l i n e of duty since 1959. Today, i n honor of those 116 
of f i c e r s , l e t us pledge to redouble our e f f o r t s so that every year, there w i l l 
be fewer and fewer names, u n t i l one year we w i l l gather with not a single name 
to add to that r o l l of heroes. Let that be our goal and our solemn obligation. 

I ask you a l l now to move with us to our most pressing p r i o r i t y - - t o take 
back our streets from violent gangs. Once again, we known what to do because you 
have t o l d us what to do. You have proven i n place a f t e r place that i t can be 
done, i n c i t i e s l i k e Boston where youth murders have dropped by 80 percent i n 5 
years and not a single c h i l d has been k i l l e d with a gun i n a year and a half. I f 
we can do i t i n one community i n t h i s country, we must be able to do i t i n every 
community i n America. 

In February, I sent l e g i s l a t i o n to the Congress that follows law 
enforcement's advice and Boston's lead, to declare war on gangs and youth 
violence with more prosecutors, tougher penalties, and better prevention 
programs for a t - r i s k young people. For as tough as we must be on violent 
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juvenile crime, we also must ensure a safer environment and positive 
opportunities and role models for our children i n the most vulnerable 
communities. 

S t a t i s t i c s show that half of juvenile crime at least occurs i n the 3 hours 
aft e r school i s closed and before the parents come home. My b i l l w i l l help to 
launch 1,000 after-school i n i t i a t i v e s . Who can be against allowing a c h i l d to 
stay i n school instead of on a street corner? Who can be against teachers as 
children's role models instead of thugs? Who can be against adults to supervise 
children instead of a lawless world of gangs to guide them? 

Finally, we know we must cut o f f young people's access to guns that can cut 
off t h e i r l i v e s . And I believe someone who commits a violent crime at 17 should 
not be able to turn around and buy a gun for a birthday present at 21. I want a 
juvenile crime b i l l to extend the Brady b i l l to violent juvenile offenders. 

I also believe that these guns should be sold with c h i l d safety locks. We 
protect aspirin bottles i n t h i s country better than we protect guns from 
accidents by children. 

In March, I directed Federal agencies to provide t h e i r agents with such c h i l d 
safety devices, and I'm pleased to say that today every FBI and ATF agent has a 
ch i l d safety lock. By October 15th, every agent from the DEA to the U.S. Marshal 
to the Border Patrol to the Park Police w i l l have one, as well. I f a c h i l d 
safety lock i s good enough for law enforcement, i t ought to be even better for 
the general public. 

In the l a s t 4 years we have proved that we can work together and learn from 
each other and that when we do we can restore hope and improve safety i n our 
communities. 

Now we have a chance to b u i l d on that progress by passing a smart, balanced 
juvenile j u s t i c e b i l l that does more than t a l k tough. The American people 
deserve that. A juvenile crime b i l l that doesn't crack down on guns and gangs, 
that doesn't guarantee more prosecutors, probation o f f i c e r s , and after-school 
hours i s a crime b i l l i n name only. 

Today I ask the Members of the Congress to work with me, without regard to 
party, to pass a juvenile crime b i l l that w i l l help us to work toward year-in 
and year-out fewer and fewer people to honor here, u n t i l there i s no one new to 
add to the wall. 

To the family members of the victims who are here, I know and I must say 
again that nothing we can do or say can bring them back or ease your sorrow. 
Only God and the time and comfort you give to each other can do that. But I ask 
you t h i s : to know that the cause i n which your loved ones died, r i g h t against 
wrong, law against lawlessness, hope against fear, i s a worthy and noble cause. 
And because of t h e i r e f f o r t s and the e f f o r t s of others who wear our uniforms, i t 
has now become a winning cause. 

I t i s our job, those of us who remain, to make sure that we press on and on 
and on u n t i l such tragedies are a stunning exception, not a numbing s t a t i s t i c . 
As we go forward in t o that future, that i s our most solemn obligation to you. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. on the West Grounds of at the Capitol. 
In his remarks, he referred to G i l Gallegos, president, and Karen Lippe, 
a u x i l i a r y president, Fraternal Order of Police; Thomas Motolla, president and 
chief operating o f f i c e r , Sony Music Entertainment; and entertainer Gloria 
Estefan. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: June 10, 1997 
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BODY: 
Good morning. This morning I want to t a l k about the re s p o n s i b i l i t y we share 

to protect our children from the scourge of violent crime and especially from 
crime committed by other young people. We've a l l worked hard over the l a s t 4 1/2 
years to prepare America for the 2l s t century, with opportunity for a l l , 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y from a l l our citizens, and a community that includes a l l 
Americans. Because of these e f f o r t s , America's children face a brighter future. 
Economic growth i s the highest i t ' s been i n a decade. Unemployment i s at i t s 
lowest level i n 24 years, with over 12 m i l l i o n new jobs. Last Friday, we reached 
an h i s t o r i c agreement to f i n i s h the job of balancing the budget, to keep our 
economy t h r i v i n g , with the biggest investment i n education i n 30 years, tax cuts 
to help pay for a college education for a l l Americans, and health care coverage 
for 5 m i l l i o n children who have no insurance now. 

But with a l l these advances, our children cannot l i v e out t h e i r dreams i f 
they are l i v i n g i n fear of gangs and guns. That's why I have worked so hard to 
reverse the tid e of crime. We passed a tough crime b i l l that's putting 100,000 
new community police on our street. We passed the Brady b i l l , which has stopped 
over 186,000 felons, f u g i t i v e s , and stalkers from buying handguns. We banned 
deadly assault weapons. We i n i t i a t e d the biggest antidrug e f f o r t ever to make 
our children's schools and streets safe, drug-free, and gun-free. 

This strategy i s working. Serious crime has dropped 5 years i n a row. But 
sadly, crime among young people has been on the r i s e . According to a report by 
the Justice Department's juvenile d i v i s i o n , unless we act now, the number of 
juveniles arrested for violent crimes w i l l more than double by the year 2010. 
That means we must launch a f u l l - s c a l e assault on juvenile crime based on what 
we know works. 

This February I sent l e g i s l a t i o n to Congress that would declare war on gangs, 
with new prosecutors and tougher penalties. I t would also extend the Brady b i l l 
so that someone who commits a violent crime as a juvenile i s barred from buying 
a gun as an adult. I t would require that c h i l d safety locks be sold with guns to 
keep children from hurting themselves or each other. I t would help keep schools 
open a f t e r hours, on weekends, and i n the summer to keep children o f f the 
streets and out of trouble. 

This i s a tough and balanced approach based on what i s actually working at 
the local l e v e l . I n Boston, where many of these e f f o r t s are already i n place, 
youth murders have dropped 80 percent i n 5 years, and not one c h i l d has been 
k i l l e d with a gun i n over a year and a half. 
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Unfortunately, t h i s Thursday, the House of Representatives passed the 
juvenile j u s t i c e b i l l that f a l l s far short of that promise. The House b i l l i s 
weak on guns, and i t walks away from the crime prevention i n i t i a t i v e s that can 
save a teenager from a l i f e of crime. And as drafted, i t would actually only 
reach a few States with the good i t does do. 

The House b i l l does not ensure the new antigang prosecutors we desperately 
need to pursue and punish violent juveniles. I t does not support e f f o r t s such as 
Boston's Operation Night L i f e , where police and probation o f f i c e r s make ni g h t l y 
v i s i t s to the homes of young probationers to make sure they l i v e up to the 
s t r i c t rules of t h e i r probation. The b i l l does not fund anticrime i n i t i a t i v e s to 
keep our schools open l a t e r and on weekends so young people can stay under the 
watchful eye of parents, educators, and community leaders instead of on street 
corners where the most common influences are bad ones. We know juvenile crime 
peaks r i g h t a f t e r the schoolday ends. We've got to engage our children during 
those hours, to steer them away from gangs. 

You know, ju s t a couple of weeks ago, I sponsored the service summit i n 
Philadelphia, along with a l l our former Presidents and General Colin Powell. The 
summit was dedicated to giving every young American a chance to make the most of 
his or her l i f e , e n l i s t i n g millions and millions of volunteers to guarantee 
children a healthy s t a r t , access to basic s k i l l s , a mentor, a safe environment, 
and the chance to serve themselves. Republicans and Democrats al i k e applauded 
t h i s summit. I t highlighted successful e f f o r t s to guarantee children a safe 
environment. 

Now, t h i s b i l l the House passed ignores the real s p i r i t of the summit, i t s 
bipartisanship and i t s focus on what works. The p l a i n evidence of what i s 
working r i g h t now to save our children i s nowhere apparent i n t h i s b i l l . I t 1 s 
the same old tough rhetoric without any prevention, without any change i n the 
environment to make i t harder for gangs to function, or without real toughness 
i n every State i n America. Perhaps most troubling, the House b i l l rejects my 
c a l l to cut o f f young people's access to guns, now the t h i r d leading cause of 
death f o r young people between the ages of 13 and 24. We must begin with the 
simple precaution of c h i l d safety locks. I t ' s heartbreaking when a gun owned by 
a law-abiding parent i s used by a c h i l d to hurt themselves or others. According 
to a National I n s t i t u t e of Justice survey, 185 children died i n 1994 because of 
accidental shootings. Now, i f we can have safety precautions to prevent children 
from opening bottles of aspirin, surely we can have the same safety precautions 
to prevent children from using guns. 

Extending the Brady b i l l i s c r i t i c a l as well. I f you commit a violent crime 
as a 17-year-old, you should not be able to buy a gun on your 21st birthday. I 
challenge Congress to pass a real juvenile j u s t i c e b i l l , one that's tough on 
gangs and tough on guns and i s serious about the kind of prevention e f f o r t s we 
know w i l l work. 

To me, a juvenile j u s t i c e b i l l that doesn't l i m i t children's access to guns 
is a b i l l that walks away from the problem. Not a single hunter would lose a gun 
because of c h i l d safety locks. Not a single law-abiding c i t i z e n would be denied 
a gun i f we extend the Brady b i l l to those with violent juvenile records. But 
countless young l i v e s would be saved i f stolen guns became useless guns and i f 
lawless juveniles became gunless adults. 
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I f Congress r e a l l y wants to get tough on juvenile crime, then i t ' s time to 
get tough on guns and take them out of the hands of violent juveniles. We've 
come a long way i n the la s t 4 1/2 years. But to r e a l l y make sure we prepare our 
children for the 21st century, we have got to give them a safe and orderly 
environment where they can make the most of t h e i r future and of the world they 
w i l l soon i n h e r i t . 

Thanks for l i s t e n i n g . 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:50 p.m. on May 9 aboard A ir Force One for 
broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 10. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: June 10, 1997 
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There was a report—I will just close with 
this—there was a report that was issued a 
few weeks ago by the Centers for Disease 
Control in Atlanta, saying that 75 percent of 
all the teenagers who lose their lives, who 
are murdered, in the entire industrial world 
are murdered in America—75 percent. Now, 
that hasn't happened in Boston in over a year 
and a half. I f it doesn't happen in Boston, 
it doesn't have to happen anyplace else. We 
can turn this around. 

America now knows we can bring the 
crime rate down. Now America has to leam 
that we can save our children and that we 
do not. have to put up with this and that the 
only way to solve it is the way you have solved 
it, but that we have a job in Washington to 
create the conditions and give you the tools 
which will make it possible for you to solve 
it. That's what we're trying to do. But let's 
not forget what the stakes are. 

You know, I've spent a lot of time—we 
had a big telecommunications trade agree­
ment that we finished last weekend which 
will create a million new jobs in America over 
the next 12 years. I want every child in Bos­
ton to be alive to have a chance to get one 
of those jobs. 

Let's do first things first. Let's get this 
done, and let's remember that what we're 
really trying to do is make what you've done 
here possible for children in communities all 
across America. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:19 a.m. in the 
McCormack Building. 

Remarks at the University of 
Massachusetts in Boston 

Febniary 19,1997 

Thank you. Mr. Mayor, Commissioner 
Evans, Probation Officer Tanya Brooks, 
President Bulger, Chancellor Sherry Penney, 
Governor Weld, Senator Kerry, Congress­
man Moakley, Congressman Kennedy—I un­
derstand you're also an alumni of this univer­
sity—Attorney General Harshbarger, the 
president of the National Association of At­
torneys General, thank you all for welcoming 
me here. 

And I'm delighted to be here with two of 
my great partners in this endeavor, our won­
derful Attomey General Janet Reno and the 
Under Secretary of the Treasury for Enforce­
ment Ray Kelly. Thank you for being here. 
We're all glad to be here. 

I want to thank all the police officers for 
being here, especially the Voices in Blue for 
singing the national anthem. They were 
great. Great job, gentlemen. And I'd like to 
thank the students at the University of Mas­
sachusetts at Boston. I know that 80 percent 
of the students—I've been told at least that 
80 percent of the students here are working 
virtually full-time while pursuing their de­
grees. That's a great tribute to you. And if 
our budget passes, we'll have the direct loan 
program, the AmeriCorps program, tax cuts 
for tuition, and a huge increase in Pell grants 
and work-study. I hope it will help you all. 

Oh, there's one more thing before I begin 
my prepared remarks. This is my first trip 
to Boston and to Massachusetts in 1997, and 
if you will forgive me a purely personal re­
mark, I want to thank the people of Massa­
chusetts for giving me the biggest margin of 
victory of any State in the country. Thank 
you very much. [Applause] Thank you. 

Let me begin, if I might, by trying to put 
today's event into some context. You heard 
the mayor talking about declining crime gen­
erally in Boston. Let me just ask you to go 
back to 4 or 5 years ago. When I assumed 
this office, I wanted to do basically two big 
things. One is, I wanted to kind of get Amer­
ica fixed up; I wanted things to work again. 
And then I wanted to get all of us together 
to focus on what we need to do to prepare 
our people for a new century; to preserve 
the American dream for everyone who is will­
ing to work for it without regard to their 
background or where they start out in life; 
to preserve a sense of community that em­
braces every American who is willing to be 
a responsible citizen; and to create a sense 
that our families, our neighborhoods, our 
workplaces, our schools, all of our organiza­
tion were working again; and to maintain our 
leadership in a rapidly changing world. But 
first we had to make sure things would work. 

And the first thing we worked through in 
Washington was an economic program that 
was designed to change the whole economic 
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direction of the last several years, to get away 
from spending ourselves into immediate 
jrosperity through constant deficits to a 
onger-term strategy to bring the deficit 

down, get interest rates down, invest in our 
people, and prove we could trade and com­
pete with the rest of the world. 

Now, I just got a report this moming on 
the last inflationary numbers of that 4-year 
period, which says that the core rate of infla­
tion—that is the basic things people buy— 
the inflation rate dropped from SVfe percent 
to 21/2 percent in the previous 4 years; and 
that the combined rates of unemployment 
and inflation on average through 4 years, to­
gether were 8.7 percent. That's the lowest 
since Lyndon Johnson was the President of 
the United States, and that's a good sign. 
That's a good sign. 

But what I want to ask you to focus on 
today is that in some ways the whole question 
of having safe streets, safe neighborhoods, 
safe schools, and safe children has to be prior 
to economic opportunity, because if people 
are living in constant fear, i f their lives are 
always disoriented, if they are completely un­
predictable, then it is very hard to say to 
them, "You should stay in school. You should 
leam all you can. You should look forward 
to a better future. The 21st century will give 
you more chances to live out your dreams 
than ever before." And if the answer you get 
back is, "What do you mean, man, I'm trying 
to stay alive until lunch time," then it is very 
difficult to make this country work. 

So we have spent a lot of time, as you 
heard the previous speakers discuss, working 
on this. I asked the Attomey General to as­
sume her office because she was a prosecutor 
in a big urban county in America with a world 
of problems and because she had learned 
that only by empowering the people who 
lived there that she worked with could she 
not only catch criminals but, more impor­
tantly, prevent crime and save children for 
a better future. And we have been working 
with the attomey generals, with the prosecu­
tors, with community leaders, with others all 
across the country for 4 years to try to create 
the conditions that would make it possible 
for normal life to prevail in our cities and 
in other places which had been victimized 
by crime. 

When we passed the crime bill in 1994 
with the help of all the Members of Congress 
here on this platform—and I thank them for 
it—we made a commitment to put 100,000 
new police on our streets so we could go back 
to community policing. Why? Because vio­
lent crime had tripled in 30 years, and the 
police forces had increased by 10 percent— 
300 percent against 10 percent. What hap­
pened? As a result, people felt overwhelmed 
and more and more police officers had to 
ride together in cars instead of walking on 
streets in neighborhoods and working with 
their neighbors, so that in a bizarre way, we 
actually reduced the coverage of the police 
just so they could be safe. 

And now this whole concept of neighbor­
hood or community policing, which Boston 
has done so brilliantly, is sweeping the coun­
try. That, plus the Brady bill, plus the ban 
on the assault weapons, plus the new efforts 
to steer young people away from crime, plus 
tougher penalties for serious offenders, all 
those things now taking hold all across Amer­
ica have given us 5 years of declining crime 
for the first time in decades. And that is very, 
very good news. 

But we have to now look at step two be­
cause until last year's statistics, we had this 
heartbreaking, heartbreaking evidence that 
the crime rate in America was going down, 
but the crime rate among juveniles under 18 
was going up. Violence among adults was 
going down, even young adults; violence 
among juveniles going up. Drug use among 
adults, people over 18, going down dramati­
cally; drug use among people under 18 going 
up. 

Last year, we began to see some hope that 
it might be dropping off, but we haven't even 
had 2 years in a row. But we know that in 
Boston there have been big changes. And we 
know that we just started the largest class 
of children in our schools in history. There 
are now about 52 million young Americans 
in our schools, the largest school age popu­
lation ever, even bigger than the biggest baby 
boom year now in our schools. 

And so we know we've got about 6 years 
to turn this juvenile crime thing around, or 
our country is going to be living with chaos. 
And my successors will not be giving speech­
es about the wonderful opportunities of the 
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global economy, they'll be trying to keep 
body and soul together for people on the 
streets of these cities if we don't do every­
where in America what you have begun to 
do in Boston and save our children. 

So the crime bill in '94, the 100,000 police, 
the neighborhood policing, the Brady bill, 
the assault weapons ban, all those thing were 
step one. Step two has got to be a very sharp 
and disciplined focus on the problems of ju­
venile violence, juvenile crime, juvenile 
gangs. Ninety-five percent of our largest 
cities and 88 percent of our smaller cities 
report that they are plagued by gang crime. 
Experts predict the number of people ar­
rested for violent crimes will double by the 
year 2010 unless we do something about it. 
Fighting, therefore, juvenile crime has got 
to become our top law enforcement priority. 

When Boston launched Operation Night 
Light, when police and probation officers to­
gether can make nightly visits to the homes 
of young people on probation to make sure 
they're not in violation, when you had your 
Operation Cease-fire vigorously enforcing 
graffiti, truancy, noise statutes to reclaim 
neighborhoods and the conditions of ordi­
nary life, when you launched the Boston Gun 
Project to shut down illegal gun dealers who 
sell to young people by tracing serial num­
bers and severely punishing those who break 
the law—these things will work. 

Seventy percent of your young people on 
probation are now sticking to it. That's a huge 
percentage if you compare it to other places 
around the country. Youth murders have 
dropped 80 percent in 5 years, and as you 
have heard twice already, you haven't had 
a single child killed with a gun in a year and 
a ha f in this city. How I would pray that 
could happen in every city in America. 

I want to compliment the mayor on his 
youth council and meeting with young peo­
ple who are representative of the city every 
6 weeks. And I'd like to thank the young 
woman from the council who appeared 
today, Lanita, on the program. I'd like to 
thank the young people who have been on 
jrobation who are making something of their 
ives. Young Terry Thompson was on our 

program today. I thank him for being a model 
of that. 

What I want to say to you is that we cannot 
permit this to be only an achievement in Bos­
ton, because if it is only an achievement in 
Boston, it will be harder for Boston to con­
tinue to achieve. Sooner or later, what we 
have to do is to create the notion that it is 
normal for kids not to get shot, and so nobody 
claps when you say no kid has been killed. 

Do you realize when I was the age of the 
young people who were on our program 
today—one is 19, I think the other is 17— 
if I had stood up as a young person there, 
wanting to be noticed, wanting to give a nice 
speech, wanting to give accounting of myself, 
and I had said, "We haven't had a young per­
son killed in our town for the last year and 
a half," do you know what everybody would 
have said? "So what? What's that fool talking 
about?" [Laughter] Today everybody claps. 
We have to keep working until the answer 
is, "So what?" That ought to be the answer, 
shouldn't it? Isn't that what you want? [Ap-
plause] 

The truth is that all across our country chil­
dren are still killing children for shoes, for 
jackets, for turf. And we can stop it. The truth 
is that Boston and just a few other cities have 
removed any fig leaf of excuse that we can't 
do anything about it. You have now proved 
that it can be stopped, and therefore there 
is no excuse for not stopping it. And the Unit­
ed States of America, through the Congress, 
this year, should pass a law to give every com­
munity the tools that you have used to make 
your city safe again, so that we can do it ev­
erywhere in America. 

I have four parts to the legislation that I 
am presenting Congress today. First, we have 
to break the backs of the gangs and punish 
juveniles who commit violent crimes with 
real severity. We have to finish putting 
100,000 police on the street. And we have 
to make sure communities have the re­
sources to prosecute people who violate the 
law. This bill will help communities to hire 
new prosecutors to directly deal with violent 
juveniles; to launch antigang units; to pursue, 
prosecute, and punish members who really 
lurt people. It will give judges more power 
to crack down on gang members who intimi­
date witnesses, and it will give Federal pros­
ecutors for the first time the authority in ap-
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propriate circumstances to prosecute serious 
violent juveniles as adults. 

The second thing we have to do is to keep 
drugs and guns away from our children. The 
Brady bill—listen to this—has already 
blocked more than 60,000 felons, fugitives, 
and stalkers from buying a handgun. That's 
an old small number. We'll have some new 
ones in the next few days. But it doesn't per­
mit someone who commits a violent crime 
as a juvenile from buying a handgun once 
he or she turns 18. I think we should close 
that loophole and extend the Brady bill so 
that anyone who commits a violent crime 
should not be given the right to buy a hand­
gun. 

Our plan would silso require child safety 
locks on handguns to prevent unauthorized 
use and tragic accident. We ought to do that. 
We have begun an effort actually modeled 
on the Boston gun project in 17 other cities 
to crack down on those who illegally sell guns 
to young people. 

And I said this in the former meeting— 
I want to say it again because I think most 
Americans don't know it. The Treasury De­
partment that license people who sell guns— 
they have to have a Federal license—has 
cracked down on that whole process in the 
last 3 years, and there are now fewer than 
half the licensed Federal gun dealers there 
were just 3 years ago. We are trying to get 
control of this process. 

Our plan has the largest antidrug effort 
ever to stop drugs at their source, punish 
those who push them, and most importantly, 
to keep working to steer young people away 
from them. General McCaffrey, our Nation's 
drug czar, has recommended that I have 
asked for funding to launch a massive na­
tional advertising campaign to deal with 
something that I had thought—wrongly— 
was basic, and that is how dangerous drugs 
are. It is clear that the main reason that drug 
use among teenagers is going up, while it is 
going down among people between the ages 
of 18 and 35, is that too many teenagers no 
longer believe that drugs are not only wrong 
and illegal but they can kill them. That—it 
is clear. 

And it is clear that a lot of young adults 
who used to be a big part of the drug prob­
lem now do understand that they can die 

from this as well as be punished for it. And 
somehow we have got to bring the attitudes 
of the teenagers in line with the attitudes of 
the young adults, so that we can deal with 
that. And we'll be working with that. 

I think every State should now begin to 
require drug tests of people for essential 
services like driver's licenses. That would 
send a strong message out and be unpopular 
with a lot of young people who otherwise 
think their President is a pretty good fellow. 
[Laughter] But I think it's the right thing to 
do. 

The third thing we have to do is to reform 
the juvenile justice system so that it can han­
dle today's juvenile offenders. Most systems 
were designed to deal with truants and other 
minor problems, not violent problems. And 
we need more people like this fine probation 
officer that introduced me today and more 
of those folks working with the police. 

The story you have created here is the 
story we want to recreate in every community 
in the country. I want to hear more stories. 
I want it to be normal when I go some place 
and say, we go together, and we got into peo­
ple's homes, and we visit with them at night, 
and they're glad to see us, and they under­
stand that we're all on the same side and 
we're trying to save these kids' lives and give 
them a future. That's the story we want to 
hear everywhere. 

We have to have more special court pro­
ceedings for young people, with greater flexi­
bility to handle juveni es and tougher pen­
alties to punish those who are really gone 
and then more flexibility and other opportu­
nities to save those that ought to be saved. 
The real answer to this has got to be preven­
tion. We have got to prevent these things 
from happening in the first place. That's what 
all the law enforcement people know. 

Finally, we have to help our young people 
to stay on the right track. Otfr strategy will 
help to fund 1,000 new after-school initia­
tives in communities across the country to 
help keep schools open after school, on the 
weekends, in the summer. Listen to this: 
More than 50 percent of the juvenile crime 
in America occurs in the 3 hours after school 
is closed and before the parents are home. 
That's a stunning statistic. You take 3 or 4 
hours out of the day, and you've cut the prob-
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lem in half. Now, we don't want our young 
people left alone on street corners when they 
can be in school or at home. And we have 
to have; ways that help our educators, our 
parents, our religious and community leaders 
to try to save these kids. 

This antigang and youth violence strategy 
is based on what we know works. It is really 
a national framework to give other commu­
nities the chance to get the resources to do 
what you're trying to do in Boston. That is 
all it is. Tough when you should be tough; 
smart when you should be smart; compas­
sionate when you should be compassionate; 
using everybody, building partnerships, let­
ting everybody play a role; requiring commu­
nities to take responsibility for their own 
streets and their own kids and then giving 
you the outside support you need. That is 
all this bill does. 

It is the critical next step in our fight to 
have a safe America and to give our children 
a safe childhood. And I ask you here in Mas­
sachusetts to send a clear message. We know 
if this can be done in Boston, it can be done 
in every community, in every neighborhood 
of every size in the United States, and we 
ask the United States Congress to do what 
you've done here in Massachusetts, cross all 
party lines, throw politics away, throw the 
speeches in the trash can, join hands. Let's 
do what works and make America the safe 
place it has to be. 

Let me just make one other point to you. 
The citizens of this country have got to do 
their part—every citizen. And one of the 
things that I want to announce today that 
I'm very proud of, that I think will help make 
all of you be better citizens and to support 
community policing, which is clearly the sin­
gle most decisive element in bringing the 
crime rate, the neighborhood policing sys­
tem. 

Not very long ago I was made aware of 
a problem that, like a lot of problems ordi­
nary people have but Presidents don't know 
about because our lives are so isolated, I 
learned that a lot of the 911 numbers were 
breaking down because 911 was being 
clogged up not only by genuine emergencies 
but by other legitimate calls that weren't real­
ly emergencies. And so I asked the Federal 
Communications Commission to set up a na­

tional community policing number for non­
emergencies so that 911 calls would always 
go through when there was a matter of life 
and death, but all the other calls could be 
handled as well. This moming, the FCC an­
nounced that they are designating and setting 
aside the numbers 311 as a national non­
emergency community policing number. 
And I believe it will help you. 

So to all of you out here who are just citi­
zens I say, use both numbers and talk to your 
neighbors about using them in the right way. 
Be a part of a neighborhood watch. Support 
these community police officers, these pro­
bation officers, and do what you can to play 
your part. We'll do our part. You have to do 
your part. 

I f this country is going to be the country 
it ought to be in the 21st century, we can't 
have any more reports like the one that came 
out of the Center for Disease Control a few 
days ago saying that 75 percent of all the kids 
murdered in the industrial world are killed 
in the United States. What we've got to do 
is to create the record of the last year and 
a half in Boston for the United States. I f you 
give our kids back their lives and their future, 
they will make America the world's greatest 
country in the 21st century. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE-. The President spoke at 12:22 p.m. at the 
Clark Athletic Center. In his remarks, he referred 
to William Bulger, president, Sherry H. Penney, 
chancellor, of the university; and Gov. William 
Weld and Attorney General L. Scott Harshbarger 
of Massachusetts. A portion of these remarks 
could not be verified because the tape was incom­
plete. 

Statement on the Death of Deng 
Xiaoping 

February 19,1997 

I was saddened today to learn of the death 
of Deng Xiaoping, China's senior statesman. 
Over the past two decades, Mr. Deng was 
an extraordinary figure on the world stage 
and the driving force behind China's decision 
to normalize relations with the United States. 
His historic visit to our country in 1979 laid 
the foundation for the rapid expansion of re-
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BODY: 
The President. Thank you very much, Mr. Mayor, and l e t me thank a l l the 

panelists who are here and a l l of those who are i n the audience, people who 
represent law enforcement groups around America, people who represent the 
families who have suffered loss. 

We are here today for a simple reason: Boston proves that we can take the 
streets back of our country from juvenile violence and crime, from murder, from 
lo s t l i v e s , that we can give our children back t h e i r childhood and we can give 
our streets and our neighborhoods back to the families who l i v e on them. 

And what we are t r y i n g to do i n Washington, what I am determined to do i n 
t h i s l e g i s l a t i v e session, i s to take the lessons learned and the triumphs 
achieved here i n Boston and the progress made and embody i t i n a l e g i s l a t i v e 
proposal that the Attorney General has worked very hard with me on to t r y to 
give other communities the chance to do what you have done here. I t ' s not a very 
complicated strategy, but i t ' s the most sensible one we can follow. 

Between 1990 and 1995, juvenile homicides dropped by 80 percent i n the c i t y 
of Boston. Since July of 1995, not a single c h i l d under 16 has been k i l l e d by a 
gun i n t h i s c i t y . Our anti-gang and youth violence strategy essentially rests on 
four elements, a l l of which can be found i n what has been done here: f i r s t , 
targeting violent gangs and juveniles with more prosecutors and tougher laws; 
second, working to make our children gun-free and drug-free; t h i r d , streamlining 
and reforming our juvenile j u s t i c e system; and fourth, giving our young people 
something to say yes to, not j u s t looking for ways to punish those who have done 
wrong but to give kids a chance to make some positive steps and actually have a 
l i t t l e constructive fun i n t h e i r l i v e s . I've seen that here i n Boston, too. 

I have a l o t to be grate f u l to the mayor for, but one of the things that I'm 
especially g r a t e f u l f o r i s that he gave me a chance early on i n his term to s i t 
and meet with his youth council, the young people that have advised him and 
worked with him, along with Sister Jean, who has been to Washington to help us 
out a couple of times. 

And I have seen the remarkable balance of your program; I'm excited about i t . 
I also know that for t h i s to succeed nationwide everyone has a part to play. We 
can pass laws i n Washington, we can be supportive at the Federal l e v e l , but we 
have to have the support of grassroots citizens, of business leaders, religious 
leaders, as well as those i n law enforcement and parents and obviously the 
p o l i t i c a l leaders here. 
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So, Mr. Mayor, I'm glad to be here. Governor, Senator, Congressmen, thank you 
a l l for having us here, and I think I'd l i k e to l e t you go on with the program 
now and l i s t e n . 

[At t h i s point. Mayor Thomas Menino of Boston introduced Paul Evans, Boston 
police commissioner, who discussed Boston's law enforcement strategy based on a 
neighborhood po l i c i n g program. William Stewart, Suffolk County Superior Court 
probation o f f i c e r , then discussed the Operation Night Light partnership between 
police o f f i c e r s and probation o f f i c e r s , including night home v i s i t s with 
juvenile offenders and t h e i r parents. Terry Thompson, member of the mayor's 
youth council, said Operation Night Light had gotten him o f f the street and 
turned his probation o f f i c e r i n t o a friend.] 

The President. How old are you now? 

Mr. Thompson. Nineteen. 

The President. You're 19, and you're working two jobs? 

[Mr. Thompson affirmed that, saying that he was the f i r s t of his probation 
o f f i c e r ' s c l i e n t s to get a GED and that he s t i l l v i s i t e d his probation o f f i c e r 
and others i n the department because he l i k e d them.] 

The President. Good for you. 

[Rev. Jeffrey Brown of the Ten-Point Coalition described the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
ecumenical group of clergy and l a i t y to combat inner-city violence and despair 
and provide hope and s p i r i t u a l d i s c i p l i n e to youth.] 

The President. I was ju s t thinking, i f I might, that you had a remarkable 
phrase i n your remarks that maybe those of us who l i v e and work i n Washington, 
along with the kids that you work with on the streets, need to develop. You said 
you're t r y i n g to help people develop a s p i r i t u a l d i s c i p l i n e against the 
resentments they f e e l . I think that's pr e t t y good. We a l l need that. [Laughter] 
Good for you. 

[Ralph Martin, Suffolk County d i s t r i c t attorney, discussed the changing role of 
prosecutors as community leaders who could bring together a variety of community 
resources to restore order i n neighborhoods. Capt. Robert P. Dunford of Boston's 
Area C - l l Police D i s t r i c t discussed accountability and communication at the 
grassroots l e v e l , the safe neighborhood i n i t i a t i v e , and home v i s i t s to habitual 
truants. Lanita Tolentino, member of the mayor's youth council, described i t s 
a c t i v i t i e s as a l i a i s o n between the mayor and the youth of Boston.] 

The President. How often do you meet with the mayor -- does the council meet 
with the mayor? 

Ms. Tolentino. I would say, every 2 months, about that. But I see him more 
than that. 

[Mayor Menino noted that he saw everyone more often than that. Tanya Brooks, 
Suffolk County Superior Court probation o f f i c e r , then described her rules f o r 
probationers, saying she was considered unreasonable by some but appreciated by 
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others. Attomey General Janet Reno praised Boston's cooperative e f f o r t s to make 
a difference i n the liv e s of i t s young people. Mayor Menino then rei t e r a t e d the 
importance of partnership, and Sister Jean Girbaudo, the mayor's youth adviser, 
praised his commitment, saying that the young people of Boston had a direc t 
influence on public policy. U.S. Attorney Donald Stern described targeted 
e f f o r t s against gun t r a f f i c k e r s , repeat violent offenders, and violent criminal 
organizations as an extension of community policing and expressed support for 
l e g i s l a t i o n to provide additional tools at the Federal level.] 

The President. I f I could j u s t say very b r i e f l y , i n support of not only what 
the Justice Department has done but also we have Ray Kelly here, who's our Under 
Secretary of the Treasury f o r Enforcement: We do recognize that one of our 
important roles nationally -- and I want to thank a l l the Members of the Senate 
and the House that are here for t h e i r support -- i s to do what we can to at 
least disarm people who should not have guns. 

And I think the Brady b i l l has helped, the assault weapons b i l l has helped, 
the work the Treasury has done to t r y to be more disciplined i n who can be 
federally licensed to s e l l guns has helped. There are fewer than half the number 
of people licensed to s e l l guns today than there were 4 years ago, fewer than 
half. And I thank you for that, for your e f f o r t s there. 

And i n t h i s b i l l we have two other things: We extend the provisions of the 
Brady b i l l to violent juvenile offenders, and we require some sort of t r i g g e r or 
gun lock mechanism to be on guns that are i n the reach of children. I think 
that's very important. I thank you for what you're doing. 

[Mayor Menino introduced Senator John F. Kerry, who said that anticrime 
l e g i s l a t i o n was a godsend i n providing Federal funding to community programs. 
Gov. William Weld of Massachusetts stressed the importance of education and job 
programs to prevent crime and praised the administration's support for 
prevention e f f o r t s . Massachusetts Attorney General L. Scott Harshbarger 
reiterated that the best anticrime program was prevention and thanked the 
President for spotlighting that. Representative Joseph P. Kennedy I I noted the 
role of neighborhood residents i n reclaiming t h e i r neighborhood from crime and 
the demonstrated success of prevention programs. Representative John Joseph 
Moakley thanked the President f o r supporting anticrime l e g i s l a t i o n . Senator 
Joseph R. Biden, Jr., noted the success of community policing and said that 
Boston provided an example to the rest of the Nation that prevention programs 
worked as well. Mayor Menino concluded that the keys to success were 
collaboration and communication, along with the tools provided by anticrime 
l e g i s l a t i o n . ] 

The President. Thank you very much, Mayor. I don't think we can possibly 
minimize the role that you have played i n a l l t h i s , the impetus you gave to 
everybody else. You are someone who i s as g i f t e d as anyone I've ever known at 
bringing people together and making people feel comfortable, when they're from 
d i f f e r e n t walks of l i f e , i n the same room together working on the same thing. I 
think the enormous t r u s t the people of t h i s c i t y have i n you i s one of the 
reasons t h i s has happened. And I thank you for that. 

Let me also say j u s t b r i e f l y , i n closing, two points. Number one, when I . 
asked Janet Reno to become Attorney General, I knew that I was -- that we were 
together taking a chance, because I had been a State attorney general and a 
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Governor, dealing with crime problems -- Governor of a small State dealing with 
crime problems on a community basis. And she had been a prosecuting attorney i n 
a very large and a very complicated county, with enormous and very challenging 
problems. But neither one of us had ever dealt with the Federal system except on 
the other end of i t . 

I did i t because we believed together that the only way we would ever get the 
crime rate going back down and s t a r t saving children's l i v e s and giving people 
the confidence they need to deal with a l l the other challenges -- the economic, 
the educational, the other challenges we face -- i s i f the lessons that were 
being manifested at the community level i n America could somehow sweep the 
country and be reflected i n national policy. 

When I became President and I discovered that Senator Biden, then the 
Chairman of the Senate committee that had control of t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n , believed 
the same thing, we fated a l o t of heat and became vulnerable to a l o t of very --
what was i n the short run quite effective p o l i t i c a l rhetoric, you know, we were 
t r y i n g to take everybody's guns away and throwing money at these problems and 
a l l that. But you see, now, 4 years l a t e r , we know the t r u t h , that what we have 
t r i e d to do i s simply give more people l i k e Mayor Menino and Probation Officer 
Brooks and Commissioner Evans and Captain Dunford and a l l the others a chance to 
succeed a l l over America. That's what we've t r i e d to do. 

I t i s a very simple strategy, but i t w i l l work. I t w i l l work. And today the 
juvenile program I'm going to announce i s basically an attempt to take what you 
have proved works here and give those tools to every community i n the Nation to 
follow. Let me ju s t say, no disrespect to anybody else, but you know the people 
I listened most closely to today were Terry and Lanita because they're going to 
be around here long a f t e r I'm gone. 

And what we have to do, the rest of us, i s to construct a system that works 
for them and that works for parents l i k e the Chery's, who lo s t a c h i l d because 
of the f a i l u r e s of America and who have spent t h e i r l i v e s now t r y i n g to make 
sure i t doesn't happen to anybody else. So t h i s i s a huge deal. 

There was a report -- I w i l l j u s t close with t h i s -- there was a report that 
was issued a few weeks ago by the Centers for Disease Control i n Atlanta, saying 
that 75 percent of a l l the teenagers who lose t h e i r l i v e s , who are murdered, i n 
the entire i n d u s t r i a l world are murdered i n America -- 75 percent. Now, that 
hasn't happened i n Boston i n over a year and a half. I f i t doesn't happen i n 
Boston, i t doesn't have to happen anyplace else. We can turn t h i s around. 

America now knows we can bring the crime rate down. Now America has to learn 
that we can save our children and that we do not have to put up with t h i s and 
that the only way to solve i t i s the way you have solved i t , but that we have a 
job i n Washington to create the conditions and give you the tools which w i l l 
make i t possible for you to solve i t . That's what we're t r y i n g to do. But l e t ' s 
not forget what the stakes are. 

You know, I've spent a l o t of time --we had a big telecommunications trade 
agreement that we finished l a s t weekend which w i l l create a m i l l i o n new jobs i n 
America over the next 12 years. I want every c h i l d i n Boston to be alive to have 
a chance to get one of those jobs. 

Let's do f i r s t things f i r s t . Let's get t h i s done, and l e t ' s remember that 
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what we're r e a l l y t r y i n g to do i s make what you've done here possible f o r 
children i n communities a l l across America. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:19 a.m. i n the McCormack Building. 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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