TALKING POINTS

. Various public housing authorities, under HUD’s guidance, are seriously
considering a lawsuit on behalf of public housing residents. Every year, over
10,000 gun crimes, including hundreds of gun-related murders, take place in and around our
nation’s 100 largest public housing buildings alone. Moreover, every year, public housing
authorities must spend $1 billion dollars in security costs to address keep their tenants safe.

) The Administration is asking HUD and the public housing authorities to
hold off for now because the Administration would prefer to come to a voluntary
agreement with the gun industry. The public housing authorities have agreed to
hold off for now to determine whether a strong settlement can be achieved. Over
the past several months, HUD has looked closely at the viability of a lawsuit that would
be brought by public housing authorities against the gun industry. HUD has concluded
that a suit would indeed be viable, and the housing authorities are prepared to file if
necessary. The Administration and HUD would prefer a strong comprehensive
settlement, however. In the next several days, the Administration will engage the
industry in an effort to spur a comprehensive settlement.

. The Administration hopes to spur a settlement in ongoing talks between
cities and states and the gun industry. Talks are under way between gunmakers
and states and cities that have brought suit against the industry, and there is an
important role for the federal government to play in reaching a resolution. The
Administration expects to work closely with these parties to help them reach settlement
of lawsuits between the cities, states and industry.

. Any settlement should have strong remedies with teeth. This effort is not
about the money; it’s about saving lives. Instead, the Administration will join the cities
and other parties in asking for a number of reforms to the gun industry. This would -
include industry distribution controls to prevent the leakage of firearms into the illegal
gun market, and improvements in the design and safety of firearms to prevent
accidents and unauthorized uses.

. The Administration will continue to do everything in its power to keep
guns out of the wrong hands, even as Congress fails to act. We will continue to
press for strong, common-sense gun legislation. The President and Vice President are
determined to make progress on gun safety, with or without help from Congress. A
negotiated settlement can secure many public safety gains, but Congress still has a
responsibility to close loopholes in our gun laws.
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