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Copyright 1999 Charleston Newspapers 
Charleston D a i l y Mail 

J u l y 29, 1999, Thursday 

SECTION: News; Pg. P2C 

LENGTH: 56 8 words 

HEADLINE: Gun st o r e owner backs r e g u l a t i o n s Store makes buyers l e a r n how t o use 
weapon 

BODY: 

OVERLAND PARK, Kan. - Some gun enthusiasts are s t a r t i n g t o wonder what 

side Bob Lockett i s on. 

Lockett, general manager and part-owner of the Second Amendment Gun 

Shop, wants t i g h t e r r e g u l a t i o n of the gun i n d u s t r y . And at h i s s t o r e , 

he makes buyers show they can responsibly handle a weapon. 

His message: The i n d u s t r y must act t o avoid expensive l i t i g a t i o n , such 

as the l a w s u i t s f i l e d i n recent months by various c i t i e s against gun 

manufacturers. 

"I'm j u s t a businessman i n the gun business, and I'm t r y i n g t o 

minimize my expenses," Lockett said. 

Before patrons can buy a gun a t L o c k e t t 1 s s t o r e , they must demonstrate 

they know how t o load, unload, disassemble, clean and reassemble the 

weapon. 

Lockett's proposals include r e q u i r i n g gun store owners t o pass a t e s t 

on gun laws. He wants gun show promoters t o be lic e n s e d and conduct 

background checks on prospective buyers. And he wants the i n d u s t r y t o 

develop a p u b l i c s e r v i c e campaign urging people not t o use guns when 

they are angry. 

Naomi Paiss, spokeswoman f o r Handgun Control, the nation's l a r g e s t gun 

c o n t r o l group, s a i d she i s happy t o f i n d an u n l i k e l y a l l y i n Lockett, 
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regardless of h i s l a r g e l y economic motives. 

"Many good th i n g s have been accomplished by people's simple desire t o 

make a p r o f i t and stay i n business," Paiss sa i d from Washington. 

Lockett's views have won him few f r i e n d s among h i s colleagues. 

CD. Olsen, who owns the Sports Mart store near Lyndon, sa i d exams on 

gun laws would be i m p r a c t i c a l because the r u l e s are confusing and 

change f r e q u e n t l y . 

" I t i s almost impossible f o r the general gun dealer or l a y person t o 

i n t e r p r e t what those laws mean," Olsen said. Olsen also s a i d 

o f f i c i a l s need t o enforce cu r r e n t gun laws r a t h e r than create new 

ones. 

Robert Hodgdon, president of Hodgdon Powder Co., a gunpowder 

manufacturer i n Overland Park, sa i d he fears Lockett's suggestions 

w i l l lead t o higher gun p r i c e s . 

"What he wants t o do i s add layers and layers of paperwork t h a t w i l l 

add t o the cost," Hodgdon sai d . 

N a t i o n a l R i f l e A s s o c i a t i o n spokesman B i l l Powers declined t o comment. 

Lockett, a 51-year-old former world-ranked marksman and f a t h e r of two 

to d d l e r s , s a i d the other owners of the store are supportive of h i s 

views. 

Lockett adopted the store p o l i c y i n 1995. He updated i t t h i s month t o 

include checking the number of guns sol d to a customer w i t h i n the past 

year . 

"There's no r e a l l y set number, but once we get above a l e v e l t h a t we 

f e e l l i k e needs managerial review, w e ' l l go over and punch up the past 

h i s t o r y on the computer and see what he's buying," Lockett said. 

J e f f Dack of Evergreen, Colo., who bought a box of ammunition a t the 
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Second Amendment store during a recent v i s i t t o Kansas C i t y , s a i d he 
agrees w i t h Lockett's ideas, p a r t i c u l a r l y greater r e g u l a t i o n of gun 

shows. 

" I don't go t o gun shows because there's a l o t of element there t h a t I 

don't r e a l l y want t o be around," Dack said. "You can j u s t walk i n and 

buy a gun i n a l o t of cases." 

He sai d t h a t business at the Second Amendment s t o r e , which has been 

open since 1981, i s good, though he would not give sales f i g u r e s . 

However, one Second Amendment store closed i n 198 9 and another shut 

down i n 1991, making t h i s l o c a t i o n the l a s t one i n business. 

-30-

LOAD-DATE: J u l y 31, 1999 
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Copyright 1999 National Public Radio <R). A l l r i g h t s reserved. No 
quotes from 

the m a t e r i a l s contained herein may be used i n any media without 
a t t r i b u t i o n t o 

Nat i o n a l Public Radio. This t r a n s c r i p t may not be reproduced i n whole 
or i n 

p a r t w i t h o u t p r i o r w r i t t e n permission. For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , 
please contact 

NPR's Permissions Coordinator at (202) 414-2000. 
Nation a l Public Radio (NPR) 

SHOW: MORNING EDITION (11:00 AM on ET) 

September 7, 1999, Tuesday 

LENGTH: 122 0 words 

HEADLINE: LOOPHOLES REGARDING UNLICENSED GUN DEALERS LINKED TO 1986 FIREARM 
OWNERS PROTECTION ACT 

ANCHORS: BOB EDWARDS 

REPORTERS: ERIC WESTERVELT 

BODY : 
BOB EDWARDS, host: 

Over the past few months, a number of f a t a l shootings a t schools, o f f i c e s and 
a community center have increased p u b l i c outrage at gun v i o l e n c e . A recent 
H a r r i s p o l l showed t h a t 73 percent of Americans favor tougher gun c o n t r o l . But 
new proposals have s t a l l e d i n Congress. C r i t i c s says the shootings h i g h l i g h t 
gaping loopholes i n America's firearms laws. NPR's Er i c Westervelt r e p o r t s . 

ERIC WESTERVELT r e p o r t i n g : 

Item one: a p a i r of a l i e n a t e d , upper middle-class teens gun down 12 students 
and a teacher i n suburban Denver. The weapons: Three of them were bought 
l e g a l l y from an unlicensed dealer at a gun show. 

Item two: a r a c i s t 21-year-old goes on a shooting spree i n I l l i n o i s and 
Indiana. He k i l l s two and wounds nine. The weapons: Two were semiautomatic 
handguns bought from a p r i v a t e , unlicensed dealer. 

Item t h r e e : a day stock t r a d e r i n A t l a n t a comes unhinged, massacres a dozen 
people. The weapons: two of several found are semiautomatic handguns p o l i c e 
b e l i e v e were purchased through a p r i v a t e s e l l e r . No paperwork, no questions. 
Unchecked, unregulated, p e r f e c t l y l e g a l . 
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To s e l l weapons f u l l - t i m e i n America, you have t o purchase a f e d e r a l l i c e n s e 
and undergo background and f i n g e r p r i n t checks and r e g i s t e r w i t h the l o c a l 
p o l i c e , among other c o n d i t i o n s . But f o r unlicensed or p r i v a t e s e l l e r s , there 
are no such c o n d i t i o n s . Law enforcers are almost helpless i n overseeing any 
aspect of t h i s vast market of unlicensed t r a d e r s , which comprises 40 percent of 
a l l gun sales i n America. Duke U n i v e r s i t y Professor P h i l l i p Cook studies gun 
markets, l e g a l and i l l e g a l . 

Professor PHILLIP COOK (Duke U n i v e r s i t y ) : The door i s wide open t o purchasing 
guns on the secondary market, and there's no reason f o r anybody who doesn't want 
to go t o a l i c e n s e d dealer t o do t h a t . 

WESTERVELT: Cook says the problem here i s n ' t drugs, f o r e i g n gun importers or 
gangs. I t ' s l a r g e l y Congress, s p e c i f i c a l l y the 1986 Firearm Owners P r o t e c t i o n 
Act. The act lowered the p e n a l t i e s f o r f a l s i f y i n g gun sales records. I t 
severely l i m i t e d i n s p e c t i o n s of dealers' records. I t made i t harder t o 
prosecute dealers who r e g u l a r l y s e l l t o people who f r o n t f o r 
c r i m i n a l s - - s o - c a l l e d straw purchasers'--and i t released a number of dealers from 
r e g u l a t i o n a l t o g e t h e r . Cook says the act, promoted and passed w i t h the help of 
the N a t i o n a l R i f l e A s s o c i a t i o n , helped t u r n a small underground market i n t o a 
huge t h r i v i n g one. 

Prof. COOK: To c a l l i t the Owners P r o t e c t i o n Act i s a misnomer. I t was 
r e a l l y a gun dealers p r o t e c t i o n act. The e f f e c t was t o make ATF's job i n 
p o l i c i n g the l i c e n s e dealers more d i f f i c u l t , and t o make the US attor n e y ' s job 
i n prosecuting i l l e g a l d e a l i n g more d i f f i c u l t . 

WESTERVELT: One consequence: i t made i t easier f o r p r i v a t e dealers t o s e l l at 
f l e a markets, gun shows, through wants ads and now the I n t e r n e t . A study by Cook 
showed t h a t more than h a l f of a l l firearms used i n crimes by people aged 20 and 
younger were obtained through t h i s secondary market. 

Take the case of Benjamin Nathaniel Smith, item number two. The r a c i s t 
k i l l e r t r i e d t o buy a handgun through a licensed gun shop, and the system 
worked. A co u r t order t o stay away from h i s estranged g i r l f r i e n d came up during 
a background check, so the gun sale was blocked. But Ben Smith turned t o a 
p r i v a t e dealer t o get two of h i s weapons. The Firearm Owners P r o t e c t i o n Act 
exempts from d i r e c t r e g u l a t i o n anyone who's involved i n , quote, "occasional 
sales." But there's no d e f i n i t i o n of occasional sales. No numerical l i m i t on 
guns sold. And no records or background checks are r e q u i r e d . 

The only way a p r i v a t e s e l l e r gets convicted i s when ATF agents can prove the 
dealer was making a l i v i n g , f u l l - t i m e , from gun t r a f f i c k i n g . A r t Resnick i s 
w i t h the Bureau of Alcoho l , Tobacco and Firearms. 

Mr. ART RESNICK (Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms): This opened up 
the gun shows f o r t h i s k i n d of a c t i v i t y t o take place more and more. And, of 
course, when fir e a r m s are s o l d a t gun shows by unlicensed dealers, they become 
very d i f f i c u l t t o t r a c e . 

WESTERVELT: The s e l l e r i n the Smith case was arrested, but not f o r s e l l i n g t o 
Smith. Rather, ATF agents were already suspicious t h a t Donald Fiessinger was 
more than an occasional s e l l e r . He'd bought 65 guns from the same dealer over a 
short p e r i o d of time, and through newspaper ads he t r i e d t o s e l l them. 
Fiessinger p l e d not g u i l t y t o i l l e g a l gun t r a f f i c k i n g . His case i s pending. 
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I t was something of a rare bust f o r the ATF. They're hamstrung from doing 
any p r o a c t i v e m o n i t o r i n g of secondary s e l l e r s unless there's c l e a r evidence of a 
crime. ATF o f f i c i a l s say they have no idea how many p r i v a t e dealers are out 
there. 

The loopholes expanded by the 1986 law also helped l i c e n s e d dealers. Take 
straw purchasers, someone without a record who buys weapons at l i c e n s e d shops 
f o r a c r i m i n a l or convicted f e l o n . ATF agent Tom Stankowitz(ph). 

Mr. TOM STANKOWITZ (ATF Agent): T h e y ' l l go i n by themselves, t u r n around and 
buy t h e i r guns and then walk out and jump i n t o a car w i t h somebody t h a t ' s been 
w a i t i n g f o r them. And you go from dealer t o dealer t o dealer t o shop because 
there's so many dealers. 

WESTERVELT: Once again, the '86 gun owners law made i t harder f o r ATF agents 
to catch dealers who knowingly s e l l t o straw buyers, dealers who ignore c l e a r 
warning signs such as a young woman who comes i n weekly t o buy several cheap 
handguns. Because of the '86 law, agents have t o prove t h a t a dealer w i l l f u l l y 
and knowingly s o l d the guns t o a straw buyer, an almost impossible standard. 

And what about a l i c e n s e d dealer who s e l l s t o c r i m i n a l s or k i d s or who s k i r t s 
the r e q u i r e d background check? More o f t e n than not, they can chalk i t up t o bad 
bookkeeping. And before the '86 law, agents could inspect gun dealers' records 
and i n v e n t o r y a t a l l reasonable times. Now ATF agents can only inspect dealers 
once a year. And the p e n a l t y f o r f a l s e record keeping was reduced from a f e l o n y 
t o a misdemeanor. Bob Lockett(ph) owns the Second Amendment Gun Shop i n 
Overland Park, Kansas. 

Mr. BOB LOCKETT (Owner, Second Amendment Gun Shop): So once ATF has found a 
dealer who's put 6,000 firearms i l l e g a l l y on the s t r e e t , h i s a t t o r n e y pleads 
t h a t , Gee, i t ' s was j u s t sloppy record keeping. And, besides, i t ' s j u s t a 
misdemeanor.' Therefore, Department of J u s t i c e w i l l g e n e r a l l y not expend p u b l i c 
funds i n p r o s e c u t i n g t h a t dealer. 

WESTERVELT: Lockett i s one of the few dealers i n the country c a l l i n g on the 
i n d u s t r y t o clean i t s e l f up and crack down on rogue l i c e n s e d dealers and the 
vast secondary market of s o - c a l l e d occasional s e l l e r s . ' Lockett says the 
i n d u s t r y can't r e l y on the ATF t o do i t . Of the more than 100,000 gun dealers 
i n the US, the ATF revoked j u s t 19 licenses l a s t year. And out of the 50,000 
gun shows held over the l a s t f o u r years, the ATF has pursued j u s t 170 c r i m i n a l 
cases. There's no shortage of i l l e g a l guns, c r i t i c s say, j u s t a lack of 
enforcement by a agency hampered by h i s t o r y , gun r i g h t s p o l i t i c s and the 1986 
Gun Owners P r o t e c t i o n Act. 

Lockett i s not i n favor of new gun laws. But he believes p a s s i o n a t e l y t h a t 
the spate of shootings show t h a t the i n d u s t r y has t o do more t o p o l i c e i t s e l f i f 
i t ' s going t o stay competitive and p r o f i t a b l e . Half of a l l guns used i n crime 
i n the l a s t two years were traced t o j u s t 389 gun dealers. But the ATF won't 
say which ones they are, c i t i n g ongoing i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . 

Mr. LOCKETT: I f the i n d u s t r y knew who these dealers were, we the i n d u s t r y 
would be able to cut o f f the source of supply t o those dealers. The problem i s 
t h a t the i n d u s t r y has developed no set of standards or there are no 
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manufacturers t h a t I know of t h a t have developed a ser i e s of c r i t e r i a by which a 
dealer has at l e a s t been i n s t r u c t e d by the f a c t o r y , Don't s e l l under these 
circumstances. 1 

WESTERVELT: But a m a j o r i t y of dealers see Lockett as something of an outcast 
gun t r a d e r , a crank who won't f u l l y j o i n them i n c i r c l i n g the wagons against 
law s u i t s by c i t i e s , new l e g i s l a t i o n and growing p u b l i c outrage a t i n c r e a s i n g l y 
r o u t i n e gun vi o l e n c e . E r i c Westervelt, NPR News. 

EDWARDS: The time i s 29 minutes past the hour. 

LANGUAGE: En g l i s h 

LOAD-DATE: September 19, 1999 
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The Associated Press State & Local Wire 

The m a t e r i a l s i n the AP f i l e were compiled by The Associated Press. These 
m a t e r i a l s may not be republished without the express w r i t t e n consent of The 
Associated Press. 

J u l y 26, 1999, Monday, BC cycle 

SECTION: State and Regional 

LENGTH: 7 00 words 

HEADLINE: Gun owner creates controversy over r e g u l a t o r y proposals 

BYLINE: By DAVID MILES, Associated Press Writer 

DATELINE: OVERLAND PARK, Kan. 

BODY : 

Bob Lockett wants gre a t e r r e g u l a t i o n of the gun i n d u s t r y , but he's anything 
but a gun c o n t r o l advocate. 

He i s the general manager of the Second Amendment Gun Shop, a l i g h t gray 
b u i l d i n g of r e i n f o r c e d concrete blocks on a two-lane s t r e e t through a patch of 
suburban commercial development. 

His proposals have caused a f i r e s t o r m w i t h i n h i s i n d u s t r y and have caught the 
a t t e n t i o n of j o u r n a l i s t s , p o l i t i c i a n s and the p u b l i c . 

Word of a column he wrote f o r Shooting Sports R e t a i l e r generated almost 1,000 
telephone c a l l s - before i t was published. The trade magazine's I n t e r n e t s i t e 
declares: "He's b l u n t . He's outrageous. He's l i v e and on a c o l l i s i o n course. ... 
Prepare y o u r s e l f f o r a j o l t ! " 

The Wall S t r e e t Journal has w r i t t e n about him, and he appeared on NBC's 
"Today" show e a r l i e r t h i s month. B r i t i s h , Canadian and Japanese j o u r n a l i s t s also 
c a l l e d him. 

A l l of those contacts gave him a chance t o preach h i s message: The gun 
business must reform i n order t o stave o f f e x t i n c t i o n . 

The i n d u s t r y must r e g u l a t e i t s e l f , Lockett argues, t o avoid expensive 
l i t i g a t i o n , such as the l a w s u i t s f i l e d i n recent months by various c i t i e s 
against gun manufacturers. 

"I'm j u s t a businessman i n the gun business, and I'm t r y i n g t o minimize my 
expenses," Lockett sa i d , surrounded by dozens of p i s t o l s and r i f l e s a t h i s 
s t o r e . 
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Lockett's proposals include r e q u i r i n g gun store owners t o pass a t e s t on gun 
laws before they receive a f e d e r a l firearms l i c e n s e . He also wants gun show 
promoters t o be li c e n s e d and conduct background checks on prospective gun 
buyers. 

" I f we can put a man on the moon, we can do t h i s , " Lockett s a i d . 

The Second Amendment store i s named f o r the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o v i s i o n t h a t 
reads, "A w e l l r e g u l a t e d M i l i t i a , being necessary t o the s e c u r i t y of a free 
State, the r i g h t of the people t o keep and bear Arms, s h a l l not be i n f r i n g e d . " 

The shop has an extensive c h e c k l i s t t h a t customers must complete before they 
buy a gun. Patrons must demonstrate how t o load, unload, disassemble, clean and 
reassemble the weapon. I f a customer has c h i l d r e n , an employee and the buyer 
must discuss a n o t i c e on the Youth Handgun Safety Act. 

Lockett also c a l l s on the gun i n d u s t r y t o develop a p u b l i c service campaign 
t h a t would use telephone hot l i n e s and a d v e r t i s i n g t o urge people not t o use 
guns when they are angry. 

"Not only do we have an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r p r o f i t s w i t h i n the i n d u s t r y , but we 
have an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r p r o f i t s as a so c i e t y , " he said. " I wish t o reduce the 
s o c i a l costs of the disuse of fir e a r m s . " 

Naomi Paiss, communications d i r e c t o r of Handgun Control, the n a t i o n ' s l a r g e s t 
gun c o n t r o l advocacy group, said she i s happy t o f i n d an u n l i k e l y a l l y i n 
Lockett, regardless of hi s l a r g e l y economic motives. 

"Many good th i n g s have been accomplished by people's simple desire t o make a 
p r o f i t and stay i n business," Paiss said during a telephone i n t e r v i e w from her 
o f f i c e i n Washington, D.C. 

Lockett acknowledges t h a t h i s views have won him few f r i e n d s among h i s 
colleagues. 

"We are r o c k i n g the boat," Lockett said. "As such, many of the more 
entrenched people w i t h i n the i n d u s t r y are not very happy w i t h t h e i r s t a t u s quo 
being d i s t u r b e d . '" 

CD. Olsen, who owns the Sports Mart store n o r t h of Lyndon, sa i d Lockett's 
proposal f o r exams on gun laws i s i m p r a c t i c a l because the laws are confusing and 
change f r e q u e n t l y . 

" I t i s almost impossible f o r the general gun dealer or l a y person t o 
i n t e r p r e t what those laws mean," Olsen s a i d during a telephone i n t e r v i e w . 

Olsen also s a i d o f f i c i a l s need t o enforce current gun laws r a t h e r than create 
new ones. 

Robert Hodgdon, president of Hodgdon Powder Co., fears Lockett's suggestions 
w i l l lead t o higher gun p r i c e s . 

"What he wants t o do i s add layers and layers of paperwork t h a t w i l l add t o 
the cost," Hodgdon said during a telephone i n t e r v i e w from h i s company's 
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headquarters i n Overland Park. 

Despite the o b j e c t i o n s of many i n h i s f i e l d , Lockett maintains t h a t change i s 
e s s e n t i a l t o the s u r v i v a l of the gun i n d u s t r y . 

" I may drag them screaming and k i c k i n g t o the pa r t y , but they're going t o the 
pa r t y , " he s a i d . " I f they don't, we're e i t h e r going t o be l e g i s l a t e d out of 
existence or we're going t o be l i t i g a t e d out of existence." 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: J u l y 26, 1999 
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BODY : 

The telephone has been r i n g i n g nonstop at Bob Lockett's Overland 
Park 
gun shop. 

One minute i t i s an i n v i t a t i o n from a t e l e v i s i o n network. The 
next i t ' s an anonymous t h r e a t . 

The c a l l e r s don't want t o buy a r i f l e . They want to quiz Lockett 
about h i s views on the gun i n d u s t r y , views t h a t i n some ways sound as 
i f they are coming from an anti-gun a c t i v i s t . 

" I t ' s j u s t another day at the o f f i c e , " Lockett said Wednesday 
as he put down the r e c e i v e r from yet another debate over f i r e a r m s 
p o l i c y . 

The 51-year-old Lockett, general manager of a business c a l l e d the 
Second Amendment, may not be well-known to the t y p i c a l Kansas C i t i a n . 

Inside the gun i n d u s t r y , however, he has become famous, and not r e a l 
popular. 

" I t o l d the t r u t h as I know i t , " he said. 

Lockett i s r e f e r r i n g t o a column he wrote r e c e n t l y f o r an 
i n d u s t r y p u b l i c a t i o n c a l l e d Shooting Sports R e t a i l e r . I n general, he 
c a l l s on the gun i n d u s t r y t o do some cleaning up and t i g h t e n i n g down. 

Manufacturers should b e t t e r c o n t r o l the marketing of t h e i r 
products by e s t a b l i s h i n g formal r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h dealers and 
s e t t i n g r u l e s f o r who buys from them, he said. The sale of weapons t o 
teen-agers a t gun shows should stop, added Lockett, who has w r i t t e n 
f o r the magazine before. 

Word of the l a t e s t column, which has not been published yet, 
spread widely. 

" I would say i t ' s caused an immediate explosion of conversation 
and concern by the i n d u s t r y , " s a i d Robert Hodgdon, a Johnson County 
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businessman who i s an advocate of gun r i g h t s and a former board 
member of the Nat i o n a l R i f l e Association. 

P o t e n t i a l l y , s a i d Hodgdon, Lockett's views could a i d the e f f o r t s 
of c i t i e s c h a l l e n g i n g the gun i n d u s t r y i n court. 

" I t h i n k t h a t Bob probably would not want t h a t r e s u l t , " Hodgdon 
said. 

Those who make and s e l l weapons are under siege these days, w i t h 
l a w s u i t s f a c i n g them on the one side and the p o s s i b i l i t y of tougher 
r e g u l a t i o n from Congress on the other. 

To o u t s i d e r s , the i n d u s t r y o f t e n appears u n i t e d . S e l f - c r i t i c i s m , 
i f any, u s u a l l y i s kept from p u b l i c view. Lockett's transgression, i n 
the i n d u s t r y ' s view, has been t o haul the d i r t y laundry out i n t o the 
open. 

Some consider him a grandstander, although Lockett says he has no 
desire to t e s t i f y i n court and has not been asked to do so. 

Some say h i s proposals are j u s t p l a i n wrong. 

When asked about the column, E l i z a b e t h Saunders, president and 
ch i e f executive o f f i c e r of American Derringer Co., said: " I don't 
agree w i t h t h a t a t a l l . I t h i n k i t ' s an infringement on our r i g h t s , 
p e r i o d . The B i l l of Rights i s the B i l l of Rights." 

Concluded Saunders: "The problem i s w i t h the c r i m i n a l s . " 

Chuck Samuel, show d i r e c t o r f o r Missouri V a l l e y Arms C o l l e c t o r s , 
which runs two gun shows a year i n Kansas C i t y , said the Columbine 
High School k i l l e r s i n Colorado broke many laws. 

He asked: Would another law have stopped them? 

"Everybody wants t o be p o l i t i c a l l y c o r r e c t i n s t e a d of doing what 
should be done," he sai d . 

Samuel warned t h a t L o c k e t t 1 s proposals would reduce competition 
and harm some gun shops and gun shows. 

I t i s argued t h a t i f manufacturers severely l i m i t e d the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h e i r weapons, higher p r i c e s might r e s u l t and gun 
store p r o f i t s could increase. 

Lockett discounts the p o s s i b i l i t y . He said changes a t gun shows 
would not enhance h i s p r o f i t s . V i s i t o r s t o gun shows don't go t o gun 
shops, he sa i d . 

Tight r e l a t i o n s h i p s between dealers and gun manufacturers would 
not be r e a l i s t i c , s a i d Kevin Jamison, a Kansas C i t y lawyer who 
concentrates i n weapons and self-defense law. 

" I don't t h i n k as a l e g a l and p r a c t i c a l matter t h a t i t ' s 
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po s s i b l e , " he sa i d . "And i f i t d i d happen, I don't t h i n k i t would 
do any good. I can't see i t ending the problem of c r i m i n a l s having 
guns. " 

Lockett does not n e c e s s a r i l y advocate more laws. He stands f a r 
away from the those who c r i t i c i z e guns. 

Second Amendment s e l l s a f u l l range of handguns, r i f l e s and 
shotguns. One shotgun c r a f t e d w i t h g o l d i n l a y and f i n e wood c a r r i e s a 
p r i c e of $ 36,900. 

Lockett s t r o n g l y supports the r i g h t of people t o own fi r e a r m s . 

He po i n t e d out, however, t h a t i n the past the l i q u o r i n d u s t r y and 
the tobacco i n d u s t r y encountered s t e r n p u b l i c admonishment. They 
changed the way they operated. 

Society i s changing, and so should the gun i n d u s t r y , he sa i d . 

" I would l i k e t o see more profe s s i o n a l i s m w i t h i n the ranks of 
the i n d u s t r y , from the r e t a i l e r base through the d i s t r i b u t o r s t o the 
manufacturers," he sai d . 

I f manufacturers worked cl o s e r w i t h dealers, the underground sale 
of weapons could be slowed, he says. 

With guns generating so much news l a t e l y , L o c k e t t 1 s views of h i s 
i n d u s t r y are i n high demand. The Wall Street Journal t h i s week wrote 
an a r t i c l e about him. T e l e v i s i o n networks i n v i t e d him t o go on 
various shows. Offers came i n t o p u b l i s h h i s upcoming column on the 
World Wide Web. Newspapers telephoned. 

One r e p o r t e r v i s i t i n g the gun shop was t o l d by a c l e r k , "You're 
on the l i s t r i g h t a f t e r 'Good Morning America. ' " 

Customers, Lockett said, have been supportive. 

But an anonymous man, cl a i m i n g t o be on the board of a gun 
or g a n i z a t i o n , c a l l e d w i t h a t h r e a t . 

"He s a i d they would get me. I thanked him very much," Lockett 
said. " I l i s t e n e d t o the guy f o r 20 minutes." 

The c r i t i c i s m , he sa i d , w i l l not be a de t e r r e n t . 

" I t ' s my job as a r e t a i l e r , he said, "to ensure t h a t I'm doing 
a l l t h a t I can t o p r o t e c t the assets of t h i s i n d u s t r y . " 

- To reach John A. Dvorak, c a l l (816) 234-7743 or send e-mail t o 
j dvorak£kcstar.com 

- To reach Tom P e r r i n , c a l l (816) 234-7746 or send e-mail t o 
tperrin£kcstar.com 
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GRAPHIC: Photo (color), Bob Lockett, general manager of an Overland Park gun 

shop called the Second Amendment, has fielded dozens of phone calls 

regarding a column he wrote for an industry publication, Shooting 

Sports Retailer.; TODD FEEBACK/The Kansas City Star 
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National Shooting Sports Foundation, Inc. 
EUNTIOCK K o c c o m c r CWTVA I I IU»LI HIU. M M P N«WTPV*V r r m i m i M i T r n i j i n i i n i n m i ru 

WJT **~*.7»tr.wt t*Mn. i turn,*!****? 

November 30, 1999 

Mr. Cecil CiihlJl 
Vice President, Marketing 
Sports, IDC. 
333 7" Avenue North 
Lewiston, MT 59457 

Dear Cecil: 

Many thanks for your letter of November 29 outlining your concerns about 
NICS. Please be assured that NSSF and SAAMI staff share your concerns about 
the operation of NICS as wet) as the collective industry frustration that comes 
from trying to register concerns about a prognm run by two independent federal 
agencies and overseen by an administration that is far less than sympathetic to our 
industry. 

! believe, however, I can pass on some progress at tbis point: 

• Yesterday we met with ATF to discuss a number of issues—among 
them industry concerns about the efficiency of NICS. ATF officials 
agree that a Joint •Metisg between industry, ATF end FBI to 
discus NICS is called for ATF agreed to organize that meeting 
whkh will be held daring the first week of Janaary, 2000. We ll let 
you know tbe date and the location aa soon as possible. It is important 
that we have appropriate retailer representation at the meeting. 

• The GAO is scheduled to release hs audit of tbe NICS systcn en or 
about Janaary l f 2000. We plan to use the release of this report as a 
springboard to urge Congressional action into some ofthe problems that 
very clearly exist with the NICS system. 

S . P O N S O P S O F T H r S H O O T I N G W i . j M T I W ( ? . O L ' T C ' O O R T n A » « S H O V v V s V l O f S H O W * i 
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Ift cooperation with the NRA, wc are attenptiag to bring about tbc 
form.tioo of a 12-penon NICS Advisory Counnittee. Tlie formation 
of such a committee is provided for in federal law. Please see the 
attached letter. Although we have not heard back from the FBI on our 
letter of September 21, we are now prepared to get more aggressive in 
seeking the establishment of this committee and have tumed the task of 
obtaining some response from FBI over to Randy Scheunemarm and the 
Mercury Group. 

There will be a joint ATF/FBI seminar on the NICS program at the 
SHOT SHOW on Tuesday, January 18, in the Member's Lounge from 
9 30 am to 11:00 am where all SHOT SHOW attendees, including 
retailers and exhibitors, will have the opportunity to voice comment 
with the ATF and FBI. 

So, again, Cecil, we greatly appreciate your comments. We certainly agree 
that NSSF is the organization that must take the lead in this issue and, I believe, 
we are moving in th* right direction and should have some substantive progress to 
report to retailers prior at the SHOT SHOW. 

Look forward to discussing this further at your convenience. 

Sincerelŷ  

Robert T Delfay 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

RTD.dp 

cc: NSSF Board 
HSSHF Board 

Attachments 
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NATIONAJI RlFLS ASSOCIATION OF AMEWCA 
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U S. B«p»r<ni«it ot Jwtk* 

Ttdwti Bvntv of lnvMti8»tion 

Mr. Patrick O'Malley 
Deputy DlrectQi' 
imx -: LA 
1.1250 v«apl«s MiU Soad 
Fa.rfax, Virflir.ia 22030 

Dear Mr. C'Mali«y• 

The crinuaa". Juatioe Infomatiw. s»rvig«B (CJ13) 
D vision w*« formed ia 1992 to e«rv« a* ch« local point atvi 
ca.itral -apcairory for criminal ̂ uatlea inCCrmaticn aai^j-cee 
wish^n tha Fadar.l euff«*u of invatwation • Curj^ntTy. cha 
CJIS Piviaion is vaaponaiblc far managing Che fo-lowing progyama 
which ara adwiniatarad by the FBI tor tha i?anaf*c of local, 
atafa. fadaral. ard toraigr. criminal juati=e msmno 
Flngetprint Idantification. La- Enforc«m»nt Orliiw, Mati-onai 
Crima inX«mat ion C«nt«r <WC1C> , wacional Xnftant ?*i»ij»7 

BaeXground Cha^k iyatam, and Uriforw Crima Rapcrt^ng (UCR, 

in Deriamber :994. FBI Oijrector Louia J. Pra«b 
aatabliahad tha wX9 Advisory Policy Board (MB) cc »dvia« hiw 

Combined an KCIC advisory policy bgard "*« c r S i i J ? ! l h i 2 
tha lata 1?60'» vith » OCR ad^iaory grcrap which W.K aatafcliahad 
Ln isae. The currant cJis APB oparatao ccnaiatant with tha 
Fadaral Advisory Co-nroittee Act 9t li"i2. 

in racponaa to your I»tti>r dated 9«ptamca«r 21. 1>9& 
the FBI raco?nizee » need to receive input from tha uaara ot ou? 
avatete ae hâ ra done since tha lace 1560'a when cha firet 
adviaaty pclicy coacd waa formed. The in*ut fro* gon ownare and 
retail L i l e r s wwld cartainly ba banafUial to the advi.ory 
pcocaas ae tha APB m̂ fces poiioy rew^anrtiatiODa to tha Pilaster 
of the PBI. I have takan the liirarty of diacuaaina you* i-ttar 
with the Chairtwi ot the APB, Mr. David Gavin, eorsoure 
that input Iron thmmm individuale would he beneficial to tha 
•dviaory proceee. »oth Mr. Gavin and X a^raw that we have in 
place « proceaa which could areetwncdate your request* and 
function within tha exietinc advisory eyetar 
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Xt Patrick 0' valley 

in rasponse to your l e t t r r dated SipteirOoer 21.. iy>Sr, 
rhe r t i racmnvaet a :iawd tc receive input from the uaara of GUT 
cyetaw* as v*e nave aone since it.e late 1960'a whei. th* t i t*z 
advisory poltcy board w»9 form«/a The input €rom gun swners and 
re t a i l deilere' would certairvly be banaficial to the adv^aory 
pj-ocesa tha APS T.akaa policy tecoinmendations to the riractor 
of the FBI- i Hava caken the liberty of diecuaping ycur lattar 
with the Chairman of tha AfrB, Mr. cevid Gavin, and ha concurs 
that inpuc freni theae i.ndiVid-.»ai.e would be ber.afieial to tha 
advisory pr'7Ct»« »cth Mr. <5avin *r.d t agree t»iat we have in 
place a ptooasD whicn could acconmodate youi' reque»t« »rd 
funct-on within th« axietins adviaoxy ayatew. 

llr. <,7*vin haa adcifld y^ur letter to t-ia Execrurxva 
Committee agenda to be addressed on December I J , 1*99 *t rha AJPB 
Meeting in Antomn, Texae. The Executive CC'tn-r.ittae has in 
tha past, formed aut^otr.mit tees, ad hoe taak forces, end vorKiua 
groups to addreea pcllry .-;eaua» relevant «o the trarasa^ant of tha 
CJIS Syoietr.a. ft wiil be at thia maet in* that the oxecutivaa of 
lhe r.JZ9 APS wi l l aCdreaa Chls i»*ue. I h»va taken the liberty 
of f^rwnrdir.g a copy y«"ur reviuaat to Kx. cai'id oev>.n, Texaa 
Peparimont ct P-jblic Safety, ?3»t Office Bex 41«3, Auatin. Texa« 
787?;-4-i43. ar.d I have aeJtad CJIS Section Chie! Mr. Don M 
johnaon, also :he Oeuignated federal Employee Icr the adviaor/ 
prcceas to ccoxdinate yoor vesueBt with the APS Bxeoutive 
Town itt.oe Should you have any queatione, ple^S-s do not ^as.tate 
to contact Mr Johnaon at (.">04> 625-3740 

6lne«rei>-

/ 

»vld RT i/oeach D»vi 
Aafllatant DirectOT- in charge 
Criminal Cuatice Information 

Servicea Diviaion 
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Proposed Agenda for 1/6/2000 Industry Meeting with A T F and F B I 

1. Industry concerns regarding NICS. 

2 NICS Oversight Committee. 

3. Straw purchaser educational effort. 

4. Delayed denial program. 

5. Educationa] video for retailers. 

6. S H O T Show conferences. 

7. Industry/ ATF Seminars. 

8. New Business. 

The following individuals have been invited to participate in the meeting. 

1. Jim Chambers-SAAMI 

2. Paul Jannuzzo- Glock 

3. Doug Kleaver-NSSF 

4. Beth Lavach- Colts 

5. JefFReh- Berretta 

6. Steve Sanetti- Sturm/Ruger 

7. Bob Steger- RSR Wholesale Guns 

8. Art Wheaton- Remmington 

9. NSSF Board Members 

10 SAAMI Executive Committee 

11 Bill Carter 
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CARTER'S COUNTRY OUTDOOR STORES 
6231 TRESCHWIG RD. 
SPRING, TX 77373 

NICS DOWN TIMES 
OCTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1999 

HOURS WHEN NO NICS FIREARMS 
DATES TRANSACTIONS COULD BE PROCESSED 

1-Oct-99 Down - 2 hrs. 
7-Oct-99 Down -1 hr. Intermittently All Day 

11-Oct-99 Down - 2 hrs. 
14-Oct-99 Down -1 hr. 
22-Oct-99 Down - 2 hrs. 
23-Oct-99 Down - 3 hrs. 

4-Nov-99 Down -1.5 hrs. 
6-Nov-99 Down - 2 hrs. 
9-Nov-99 Down - 3 hrs. 

14-Nov-99 Down - 6 hrs. 
16-Nov-99 Down - 2 hrs. 
17-Nov-99 Down - 2.5 hrs. 
23-NOV-99 Down - 3.5 hrs. 
29-NOV-99 Down - 5 hrs. 
30-NOV-99 Down - 3 hrs. 

• 

1-Dec-99 Down - 2.25 hrs. 
2-Dec-99 Down - 3 hrs Intermittently All Day 
4-Dec-99 Down - 3.25 hrs. 
5-Dec-99 Down - 3.5 hrs. 
7-Dec-99 Down - 2.25 
8-Dec-99 Down - 6.25 
9-Dec-99 Down -1 hr. 

10-Dec-99 Down -1 hr. Busy Signals w/Long Waits All Day 
14-Dec-99 Down - 3 hrs. 
20-Dec-99 Down - 3 hrs. 
21-Dec-99 Down - 2 hrs. 
23-Dec-99 Busy Signals w/Long Waits All Day 
24-Dec-99 On Hold 5 to 30 Minutes All Day 
27-Dec-99 80% Delays All Day 
28-Dec-99 1 hr. 
30-Dec-99 Busy Signals - On Hold 5 to 30 Minutes All Day 

1. Did not record when NICS system down less than 1 hour. 

2. Approximately 5% of the delays that were eventually approved were lost sales because the customer had 
canceled his purchase and left the stores. 
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iml luctkc Infbmuiion Systems 
Biseaa of Itiv<*ti|p*tiorv, Module C-3 

Custer HOUCMV Raul 
Cb r ataift, W««t Vii^iAk 26306̂ 3147 

Mr Loe**: 

Purioant to 5 U.S.C. App, 1 <J(i}(2) tnd 41 CFR 5 101*6.1007. we Bn v.-riung to 
naipt Out eyj ?.ui*rÂ  cstabiiih * twelve (12) person ;uiviioiy conunitotr rcUdng to thc 
oft ijttuxx of tKr NAtic-tUil lAstAAi Csimiiul EAckground Check Sysiem (•NICS*) 

Wc ;u*ntly .enking iiie cstkbliahmê t of such a tx-KuivUtite iima ou/ mem ben are 
ti J 4«̂ fc«t coiatitu«ioi:i» Aflicud l?y thi p̂eaatLofi of tht WICS. Our ot£4.iii2Atios>i reprcscni 

wejy gui- uv̂ ivtî . icu^ d«akr», srul ĵar shew promoicrs, which co:l«<tjVA!y tcprrsrnt. 
Urtivê iic of NICS tiMFi. Becatw-? il»e NICS aiffcu rstilliom of /jjurric^r-v. it. woiild 

: publk iiUirt.t. to esublbh such a enmminec. be; Xkthc 

W« li*̂ x; ĵ tiuiii tiu'. libmy .>f tjr>cJo«l!Ag h«twwith a proper*<d clvarte: fir ttu: ĉ mmiitee 
ixsi > dTiift letux vtit Ŝ ŵrUurlar. We hopft you fî d tiicm ujitful in cvAJuAtirj mir request. 
aiJl kxic fctw^d tc yemi rtiiJOrtw:. whkh yoa may d̂ cct to the liuantion of PAuick 
O • Aattey. Deputy DiMctAr. NSlA-lLA. *t ) 1250 Wapiti Mill Road, FaJUfcx VA 22030. 
Hi Uik you frw yuur contidcrAtion. 

J«ivp jay ffiaket 
Ex xfutivr CXrrctnr 

Inf Qtutf for LcguLitive Action 

.. Sincerely. 

Rob*nT.Delf»y / 
Pnsidcnt 

Sports Foundation 

WIUAC* Beinfrld 
President 
Nstiacriil AtsodatioR 
of Aims Shows 

Bill Carter 
Dktctor 
Kattomil AllUiu^ of 
Stociirtg Gun Declare 

Junes E. Guunbers 
Executive Ditector 
Sporting Anns sxvd Aimnuxution 
Mjuiufsctiucn' Institute 


