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OFFICIALS OFFER PLAN TO 
CUT THEFTS FROM GUN 
SHIPMENTS 
By Jennifer Peltz 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Jtmuwy 17. 2000 

Between April and July last year, at least 35 
brand-new guns were stolen as they sat in boxcars in 
the city's South Side rail yards, waiting to be 
shipped to dealers, Chicago police and prosecutors 
say. 

Only six of the weapons have been recovered—all in 
the hands of people with criminal records, according 
to Michael Smith, Cook County's lead gang-crimes 
prosecutor. A gun stolen in a separate incident was 
involved in the accidental death of a 4-year-old 
Chicago boy in July, said State's Attorney Richard 
Devine at a press conference Sunday. 

And that may have been just the tip of the iceberg. 
Devine said as many as 1,200 more guns may have 
been stolen in the Chicago area. Devine said 
investigators believe the theft happened in June, but 
he was unable to offer details because, he said, 
investigators have been unable to get records of the 
shipment. 

Pointing to these incidents and others elsewhere, 
U.S. Rep. Rod Blagojevich (D-Illinois) is calling for 
more secunty and better record-keeping on guns in 
transit. 

"You can argue back and forth about gun control, 
but no one can defend the kind of thing that happens 
here," Blagojevich said. 

Shipping companies transport an estimated 5 million 
guns a year from manufacturers to dealers. Officials 
say they are not sure how many weapons disappear 
along the way because the thefts are not always 
reported. 

Blagojevich is proposing to create penalties for 
manufacturers, dealers and shipping companies that 
fail to report thefts and to lengthen sentences for 
those convicted of committing them. 

He also wants to require shipping companies to 
conduct criminal background checks on any 
employee handling firearms and to send all firearms 
by overnight air delivery, instead of by rail or truck. 
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United Parcel Service and other shippers already use 
air delivery for handguns, though not necessarily for 
shotguns and rifles. 

UPS, which handles an estimated 80 percent of 
commercial firearms shipping, imposed the 
requirement last fall after three employees were 
charged with stealing 29 handguns from a 
distribution center in Maryland. 

Blagojevich said he was not sure how much his 
xoposals would cost shippers, manufacturers or gun 
Duyers. Representatives of UPS, the National Rifle 
Association and the Illinois State Rifle Association 
could not be reached for comment Sunday. 

As Blagojevich spoke at Chicago's Daley Center, 
congressional hopeful Andrew Hochberg unveiled a 
gun-control proposal outside a firearms show in 
north suburban Grayslake. 

Hochberg is a former chief executive officer of 
Sportmart, which sells firearms in some of its stores. 
Now a Republican candidate for the 10th Distinct 
seat that U.S. Rep. John Porter is vacating, he called 
for imposing the same requirements on individuals 
who occasionally sell guns as on dealers who are in 
the business of selling firearms. 
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SOME POLITICIANS NOT 
AFRAID TO GET PERSONAL 
By William Neikirk, Washington Bureau. Mike 
Doming of the Tribune's Washington Bureau and 
Mark Stricherz of States... 
January 16. 2000 

WASHINGTON - Rep. Rod Blagojevich (D-Ill.) 
supports gun-control legislation. He grew up in a 
neighborhood where violence with firearms was a 
daily concern, and he also dealt with the issue as a 
prosecutor and as a state legislator before being 
elected to Congress. 

But he favors federal restraints on guns for another 
reason: He has been held up twice, once in the 
Austin neighborhood when he was a 22-year-old 
Dizza deliveryman and again in the mid-1980s when 
le and a date were leaving a Humboldt Park 
restaurant. 

Both incidents made a deep impression. In the 
second, the gunman pointed the weapon at him and 
demanded his date's purse. "1 was quick and 
valiant," Blagojevich said. " I said to her, 'Why don't 
you give him your purse?' " It contained $7. 

The gunman did not ask for Blagojevich's wallet, 
which contained $35. He figures he came out ahead: 
That is, alive, and ready to announce new gun 
legislation on Sunday. 

Certainly, politics drives members of Congress like 
Blagojevich to support certain agendas, and it would 
be naive to suggest otherwise. But the impression 
that everything in politics is poll-driven may be a bit 
overstated. Vivid experience and personal 
preference also play a larger role than many would 
3e inclined to believe. 

Biggert role: Rep. Judy Biggert (R-Ill.) is a member 
of the Congressional Caucus on India and 
Indian-Americans, a bipartisan group formed to 
"represent the more than one million Asian Indians 
living in America, as well as strengthening 
U.S.-India ties." She said that, as a member of the 
school board in Hinsdale, she discovered many 
Indian-Americans in the school system, lured to the 
city by jobs. 

In addition, her experience in education also has led 
her to support reauthorization of the Violence 
Against Women Act this year. She said she learned 
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Against Women Act this year. She said she learned 
as a school board member that children from homes 
where the mother was abused did not perform as 
well and were denied the kind of early childhood 
education that so many experts now believe is 
crucial to development. 

In the same vein, she sponsored a bill to assist in the 
education of homeless children, which has passed 
the House. 

Help for Africa: Sen. Dick Durbin (D-lll.) is just 
back from South Africa, Uganda and Kenya, fired 
up to push for more money to deal with the AIDS 
epidemic, food assistance and small loans to help 
poor people on that continent. 

The senator said he was struck by how all three 
countries are dealing differently with the AIDS 
issue. While Uganda has made progress over the last 
decade and Kenya is at least waking up to the 
problem, he said South Africa "is in total denial. 
There is no public health program, no policy. A 
woman in one village who admitted she had AIDS 
was stoned to death." 

Durbin described a visit he made to a remote health 
clinic in South Africa. A widow at the clinic told 
him that she had heart problems and tuberculosis, 
and now has AIDS. "1 nave no idea what will 
happen to my children," she told the senator as she 
wept. 

The senator said he put his ami around her. "There 
was a gasp from the entire audience, just because 1 
touched her," he said. "The doctor said to them, 
'Look, the senator touched her. You won't die i f you 
touch her.'" 

Uganda, not South Africa, will get the bulk of U.S. 
funds to deal with the AIDS issue simply because 
that country has a policy, the senator said. 

Cost of marriage: Rep. Jerry Weller (R-Ill.), who is 
divorced, has taken one of the lead roles in the 
House in pushing for elimination of the mamage 
penalty, the No. 1 issue of GOP leaders this year. 
Weller said he began pushing for the legislation in 
1994, when a woman campaign worker who had just 
gotten engaged told him that she was going to have 
to pay higher taxes when she got manned. 

Just like a dad: Sen. Peter Fitzgerald (R-lll.) has put 
his feelings as a father ahead of party politics in the 
matter of 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez, the Cuban boy 
found floating on an inner tube off the Florida coast 
on Thanksgiving Day. Elian's mother and stepfather 
died at sea during their attempt to escape Cuba. The 
child has been caught in a po itically cnarged battle 
over whether he should stay in the United States 
with relatives or be returned to his father and 
grandparents in Cuba. 

Despite many Republicans' insistence that Elian 
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Despite many Republicans' insistence that Elian 
should grow up in freedom, not be sent back to a 
Communist country, Fitzgerald said if he were 
living in Cuba, he would not want to send his 
7-year-old son, Jake, away from him to the U.S. "1 
would want my son with me wherever I was," he 
said. 

New chief of staff: Dave Stricklin, a native of 
Carbondale who worked for Glenn Poshard's 
congressional office for 10 years and in Poshard's 
unsuccessful gubernatorial campaign, is 
Blagojevich's new chief of staff. 
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LEGISLATION 
TO BE OFFERED 

IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
BY U.S. REP. ROD BLAGOJEVICH 

Under current law, there are no tracking or security requirements for gun shipments, making it 
easy for criminals to steal guns during shipment without the carrier's knowledge of when and 
where the theft occurred. 

We need to tighten restrictions and require that all gun shipments are transported in a secure and 
theft-proof manner. 

To that end. Congressman Blagojevich's legislation would: 

•Require all private shipping carriers - including the U.S. Postal Service - to track and 
immediately report all gun thefts that occur during the shipping process. 

*Reqiiire overnight air delivery when shipping firearms. 

^Require commercial shipment carriers to conduct criminal background checks on any employee 
that will handle firearms shipments. 

*lmpose stiflfer penalties on people convicted of gun thefts from interstate carriers. A minimum of 
5 years and up to 20 years of incarceration would be the penalty for violations of this statute. 
Current law has no minimum sentences and the maximum only goes up to 10 years. 

* impose civil penalties for any gun dealers, carriers, manufacturers or wholesalers who fail to 
report loss or theft of guns to law enforcement. Current law imposes no penalties. 
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• Blagojevich, Deutne seek tighter 
rules for transporting firearms. 

Trains tempting 
for gun thieves 
B Y MAUK££M O D O N N E U . 

Weapon* ste&ea from a South 
Side laflyard that hter vouod UJO 
in street gane aiseiLtb prompted « 
call SuiuiAy for stricter transporta­
tion of Gt&nais. 

Ooe of the stolen gozta killed a <-
yeaf-old Cili^go boy v^ose rela­
tive stored i t at Kic hemd lixat 
an m met, sa&t Cook County State's 
Attorney Bichazd A. bovine and 
US. B«p. Bod BU^jcvkh (D-EtL). 
who axmouaccd a posh Sunday to 
tS^ttea up tax gun tncosDOitation. 

But there is ao way to dei&nmne 
tboacoaacyoCa June 1999 r^ort 
from a railroad aecurity ofSoerof a 
siQgb: theft of 1,200 n^poas fima 
tbe troublA-p«»« railyard at 6Srd 
Street and TTIAVIW* Avenu«, they 
said. That's I>acaus« United Parcel 
Service wa» utable to provide rt-
oozds about th* slupaeot. Deviac 
said. 

Chicago xeiaaim a mil hub, and 
'idle bonaos in deedal* zt£lyatd& 
at« Qw smjng ducks m tho dead of 
nisfat." Bl^^evich aaid. 

AL least 37 Snanns wbie stolen 

in 1988 and 1989 in a string of 
thefts from UPS toSkn at tfaa 
railyaid and in ooe ioddmT at 
UPS' Hodgkins hub. 

" I f & a oafrr source of iOeca] 
wsapona," aaid Miko Smitii, head 
of tfee state's attorricy'& gang 
criajea oniL 'fHow many? We ham 
noidaft." 

Blagojevich «id be would rntto. 
OUOft a bill that would: require 
tnekiae of gun ahipuaeirte by pri-
vate daliveiy services and tha U ^ . 
mail; oyemicht air deliv-
»*y of firtanon, bazaar-proof ship-
pin* ooManwia and reported of 
thefta; require more stringent 
background cheeks fat- delivery-
service warifeca m contact with 
•nreanna. and stiffen jail wjtos for 
sua thefts fnim intststata carriets. 

UPS "recently requited that all 
ahipmeuts of handgttntt go through 
our air system ao that none of 
them ue transported the 
ground any longer" as a result ot 
diaewaaioBs with law enXcowmdnt, 
^oiwtnan Mike Job! said. 

However, long gam" are atiQ 
b^nfi shipped by rail, Devine said. 
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Officials offer plan to cut 
thefts from gun shipments 
By Moniftr Psitz 
TMBUMSSTAff WMTHt 

Between April and July last 
year, at least 3S brand-new eons 
were stolen as they sat in boxcars 
in tbe city's South Side rail yards, 
waiting to be shipped to dealers, 
Chicago police and prosecutors 
say. 

Only six of the weapons have 
been recovered—an in the hands 
of people wftb criminal records, 
according to Michael anith. Cook 
County's lead gang-crttuea prose­
cutor. A- gun staten in a separate 
indftenT was involved fa the acci­
dental death of a 4-yearoId Chi 
cage boy in July, said state's 
Attorney Richard Devine at a 
press conference Sunday. 

And that may have been just 
tbe tip of the iceberg. Devine said 
as many aa 1̂200 more guns may 
have been stolen in the Chicago 
area. Devine said investigators 
believe the theft happened in 
Jnne. but he was unable to o£fer 
details because, he said. investi£&-
tors have been unable to get 
records of the ahipn^uL 

Pointing to these inriitm»c and 

others elsewhere. U.S. Rep. Rod 
Blagojevich (D-n&nois) is calling 
for more security and better 
recordkeeping on guns in transit. 

-You can aigoe back and forth 
about g<m control, but no one can 
defend tbe kind of thing Oat tap-
pens here." Blaetgevich said. 

Shipping companies transport 
an estimated 5 million guns a 
year from mwataetazem to deal­
ers. Officials say they are not sure 
how many weapons disappear 
along the way because the thefts 
are not always reported. 

Blagojevich is proposmg to cre­
ate penalties Car manufacturers 
iiealere and shipping companies 
that feil to report thefts and to 
lengthen sentences tor tbose con­
victed of committing tbem. 

He also wants to reqpize ship 
piqg companies to conduct crimi 
nal background cheeky oa any 
employee howfline firearms and 
to said aQ firearms by ovemighi 
air delivery, instead of by rail or 
trafe. 

United Parcel Service and other 
shippers already use air delivery 
Tor hantlgnns, thaagh not neceŝ  
sarily tor ftmtguns and rifles. 

UPS. which handles an esti­
mated 80 percent of commensal 
firearms shipping, imposed the 
requirement last fall after three 
employees were charged with 
stealing 29 hanrlgnns from a dis­
tribution center in Maryland.' -

Blagojevich said be was not 
sure how much his proposals 
would ant shippers, rmumfectur-
ers or gun buyers. Representa­
tives of UPS. the National Rifle 
Assodafion and tbe minots State 
Rifle Association could not be 
readied for comment Sunday.' 

As Blagojevich spoke at Chi-
cago"E Daigy Cater, congrassioml 
hopeful Andrew Hochberg 
unveiled » gun-control proposal 
outside a flrearms show in north 
suburban GrgyBiake. 

Hochbog is a former chief exec­
utive officer of Sportmart, which 
sells firearms in some of its 
stores. Now a Republican candi­
date for tbe lOdi District seat'that 
U.S. Rep John Porter is vacating, 
he called for imposing tbe gamp 
requixemaits on individuals who 
ooaskmaD? sell guns as on deal­
ers who are in the business of 
selling firearms. 

Top doctor pushes healthy living 
By Maiftuet yWm 
TxiBuirz ST r WKBSK 

U.S. Surgeon General David 
Saftctar told QiicagD State Univer­
sity students during a commence­
ment address Sunday that they 
must make good decisions in 
yputh to ensure health and qual­
ity of life in later years. 

Satther accepted an honorary 
degree from the South Side scftool 
and used the opportunity to push 
his healthy lifestyle agenda to die 
650 graduases and their famffite. 

" I try to use Otis buHy pulpit to 
talk about what we need to do for 
ourselves in terms of lifestyle." 
Satcher said, handing out "prescrip­
tions'* for physical activity five 
days a week, responsible sexual 
behavior and avoidance of drugs, 
alcohol and tobacco- Tm bete to 
chanengfi these students to make 
good cbaices." ' 

Since be was nominated by 

Disease Control and Pmeatfam, 
has pledged to use his post for 
straight talk about diet and exer­
cise. 

But Sunday. Satcher also 
empbasiaed tbe need for des-
tigmatizatlon or >n<wifai iiirKx^ 
and S>r additional meardi and 
programs designed to end inequal­
ities in the overall health of dflrfef' 
ent racial groups. 

MFor all the medical break-
throngtis we have seen in the past 
century, we still see significant 
disparities in tbe medical condi­
tions of racial groups in this 
country.' Satcber said. "We must 
put an end to that-" 

Satcber pointed to dispropor­
tionately high rates of diabetes 

cancer and cardkwascnlar disease 
among: African-American men: 
cervical cancer among Vietnam­
ese and Hispanic women; and 
high infant mortality statistics 
aTiwwtt? Afriran-Americans. 

understand all the reasons they 
exist. We need to do new 
research." be said. 

Satcber mentioned one recent 
study that showed thai treatnaatt. 
decisions were influenced by tfee 
race and gender of the patient 
"We need reaearcfc that wffl idea 
tty these types of issues and ielp 
us address thetn." be said. 

Satcber said be is working to 
estaUish model cemnnmities in S2 
U.S. cities that wQI study in&nt 
mortality, cancer, cardiovascular 
disease, dinhea*;. HTV/AIDS and 
immunization. Satcber said be 
hopes tbe models will develop 
solutions that can be applied 
througboul the country. 

While it wonktat solve Oe dis-
paxtty pcdtUm, Satcber said, mn-
versal access to insuruscs anfi 
neaHh care would bxtp. 

The United States and Sbutt. 
Attica are tbe only two industrial, 
ized countries without universal 
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Gun Thefts Put UPS in the Cross Hairs 
i 

ByCrxiigfrkitiock ; 
Washington Post Staff Wriier 
FtSday, December 24.1999,: Page A01 ] 

Even the mea convicted of stealing guns ftotn the United Parcel 
Service distnbotion center in Landovec were smprised by how easy it 
was to pick them off tiie conveyor belt get ihem out of the 
building- j 

They started cautiously, slicing opeo cardboard boxes addressed to a. 
Prince George's County gun shop, remov̂ ag one or two handguns and 
taking theca out by hiding them uader their clothes. 

When nothing happened, the three UPS catgo handlets—one of them a 
convicted crat^Saleri-grew boldta:, accordtngto affidavits filed in 
OS. District Court in Grcenbelt they gntbed entire packages filled 
with cevolvos and semiantomatic pistols, jslapped on new address 
labels and had thdr cnjployfcr deliver them borne for fixe, 

Bej^^eyw^am^.biifcderal ag^km^sAjnd A^Lthe 
three UPS wodcets stole 29 handguns aadlsold them on the streets for 
$250 to $350. One a^3s&mi^^.iise^^.mas(L^^^S 

was stolen fioni 
eig^fhave been recoveared. 

^UPS shxptnent Only 

where security is often] lax. often air aa easy target for criminals 
intent oa obtaining weapons. I 

of least resistance,* sad Mike 

"They are goiog to find whatever way they can to get the guns. So if 
they can find somebody on the inside to help than, they will" 

; reported, stolen from, interstate shipmentŝ  
f - * - - - ' sochistJPSs according to, 

Ial99S,941 fiKarm&i 
most of them hum OOTL _ .., « 
AXl^gurei But federal officials concede that they have no idea how 
many of the estimated 5 raillkm guns thatjare shipped each year by, 
wtHnwicial canier.ai© stolen, 

: required by federal law to 
report all firearms ft efts to the ATF, but tiaere is no such requnemem 
for package deUveiy companies. S6tne earners report gnn tncfts 
volurfar^, but A'iP declined to provide a breakdown on losses 
reported by each company.' 
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"Theft firom miecstatc shipment has always been a problem because 
Ihere arc such large numbers of guns beinfe sent,'' said Jeffrey R. 
Roehm, an ATF spokesman, in Washington. 

Roehxn said UPS "has been overwhelmingly cooperative" with 
investigators and has assisted in numerous undercover operations. But 
he added that it can be difficult to sniff out gun thieves in the 
company's sprawling shipping networfc. 

r? In general, firearms can be shipped only tip licensed dealers, 
manufecturers and wholesalers. To deter jjMk» federal law dictates 
that packages contaioing guns cntist be shipped in plam wrappers that 
bear no indication of their contents. f 

About 80 percent of the guns shipped in Che United Stales move 
through UPS. The U.S. Postal Service is ff&By barred from shipping 
handguns through the mail, although it can dettver shotguns and rifles 
for licensed dealers. | 

UPS spokesman Bob Godlewski said "several hundred" guns are i 

stolen from toe Atlanta-based company each year, although he 
declined to be specific. 

Many of the thefts in the UPS system, big and small, ijgtfe prov̂ Uo 
be inside joh l̂oHAd by aiiployee§. I 

* In August, a UPS employee from Charles County was indicted on "N 
federal charges of possessmg a stolen haxuigm and crack cocaine 
after he was shot during an altercation wijh two ATF agents who were 
trying to interview him m a fircamis trafficking case. Federal 
authorities say the man, Anthony Gray, 2p, of Waldorf and another 
UPS worker stole three guns from the company's Waldorf distribution 
center in July. 

* In 1992, a UPS driver from. Alexandriajwas charged with stealing 
more than 850 handguns from his route and selling diem to finance 
his crack-cocaine business. Many of the firearms were shipped via 
UPS by Interatms hux, of Alexandria, one ofthe world's largest gnn 
desderdiips. The driver, Bernard G. Fuller, was sentenced to 121/2 
years in prison, without parole. j 

JnOctobcr, after die thefts from its Landover distribution center, UPS 
"changed its rules and now requires all ̂ wjg?^ to be seni byA 

next-day-air service, the form of defiverySaiso required by Federal , 
Express Corp. and Airborne Freight Coq| 

That method allows packages to be tracked more closely and reduces 
the time they are sitting around, making lihetu less vulnerable to 
thieves, according to UPS officials. Riflds and shotguns, however, can 
still be seat by standard ground delivery, jphicb is cheaper. 

\ 

But some gun dealers criticized UPS, saving tbe company has forced \ 
diem to pay more to have guns deliveredlbvernigbt but has done little; 
else to improve security. j ZS 

They're punishing us.for their incompetencê  said Sanford Abraras, 
owner of Valley Guns in Towson andvicjs president of the Maryland 
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Licensed Firearms Dealers Association- "[We're livid that we have to 
pay fbz UPS's inefficiency and lack of seetirity. They should secure 
their facilities and chedc the bacl̂ rounds of their employees to make 
sure they aren't hiring cxiininals." | 

• ' i: i Godlewski, the UPS spokesman, said the'ehange was made "to 
minimize the risk, even though it might be more expensive for the 
consumer. 

keep "In the end, it's this game of trying to 
hands and limiting theinmnber of people 

guns out of the bad guys' 
vho have access to them." 

He said he did not kno-w how many guns'fcave been stolen since the 
policy went into effect, but he acknowledged that the new system is 
not fooiproo£ "If somebody really wants ito get in there, they'll get in 
there," he said. j . 

Indeed, ATX agents and local authorities are still looking for the 
culprit who stole six handguns in late October from a UPS 
cGstribution center in Ventura. CafiE The weapons, which were sent in 
f̂fi&tdance with UPS's new rules, were addressed to a gun dealership 

called Shooters Paradise. 
I 

George Rice, the ownd, said that over tbe past two 

Hecnflc 
lai&ST" m 
The people they havej cberJong [the pmt lem], I dont think they 
could catch anybody if they did it right in front of tfaem," he said. 
They wonld newer follow through- E v «y time I contacted them, it 
was like. Oh, if s oo'bfe deaL* If s asinine] Everybody knows Ac guns 
are all going right toUhe streets, to the gangs." 

U.S. Attomey Lynne A. Battagha said the y|S_Qaas.L^dover 
itoe biggest federal gad-traffidring investigatioQ in Maryj^jn years. 

"It was of nugor significance to us," she said. The sole purpose of 
getting these guns on the street was to put Them m lfcc hands of 
criminals. The feet ffiaf yon had so many guns out there, it brings up 
people's greatest fears." ? 

Battagiia said she abet with UPS officials-jbst summer to discuss ways 
to prevent thefts. She praised the company's new shipping policy for 
guns. ~I was amazed^ how responsive they were,'' she said. 

UPS says it aggressively investigates all rlports of stolen or missing 
firearms. [ I, 

But the local gun dealer whose shipmeots! were stolen at Landover 
said he also had trouble getting UPS to ioyestigate the missing 
weapons. ; 

^ According to documea s filed in federal court, the thieves at the UPS 
distribution center at $325 Aidwick-Aidmore Rd. began discreetly, 
taking a gun or two at a time, spaced several days apart 
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The first gun-a. Smith! & Wesson. 15 7-calIber rev olver-was taken on 
Feb. 18, when a bo&artiiressed lo Maryland Small Anns, an Upper 
Marlboro gun dealer!; ĵ auished from tbe jp1 -" -" 

; I! i 
Eight days later, a UP Îdrivcr delivered janother package to Maryland 
Small Aims that had̂  bjeen sent by Springfield, Mass.-based Smith & 
Wesson. The gun dealer refused the package, because the box had 
been tampered with.'1 Tjwo 9mm semiauromaric pistols were later 
detennined to be missing, according to co'urt records. 

Three UPS package ioaiders-lDarris Marlon Banks, 19, of Temple 
Hills; Carios Ramorf Jones, 28, of Landover, and Anthony Rondel! 
Bamett, 2S, of Lx>thian-J-have been convicted in the weapon thefts. All 
worked the overnight shift atj Landover, n [airing $ 10.75 an hour. 

Banks was tbe first tjo figure 5ut that pack ages addressed to Maryland 
Small Anns contaiuaj} firearms and thatifiiey were easy to steal, 
according to court records. He tipped off Bamett, who pulled Jones 
into the scheme. 

On March 3, accoi 
a box off the conv 
UPS delivery truck 
where Banks sliced 

jto affidavits filed by the ATF, Banks grabbed 
belt and carried h into the back of a brown 
&e loading line. All three men jumped inside, 
pn the|package and pulled out four Smith & ^ 

Wesson semiantomabclpistDls. 

I I I ' i 
Banks handed the weapons to Bamett, who in turn gave them to 
Jones, according to donrt records! Jones took offhis jacket and stuffed 
the guns in the sleevesj so he <povSd saesik them out of die building. 
The workers re-sealed the empty package- Later that morning, it was 
delivered to Maryland SmalllAnns. | 
Carl Roy, a managê  at (die store, jsaid miployees called UPS several 
times about the gun di :fts bu| cwldnt get die company to respond. 

"UPS wouldn't do al} I tmg," he sak!; "We oomplained and 
complained, but they ;̂ suldr 1 evea come out to take a report" 

Meantime, the thieves grew more brazen. (On March 19, they stuck a 
new address label on a]>ackage containing 10 Smith & Wesson 
J57-caliber revolvers and had the whole shipment delivered to 
Banks's home in Templk Hills, according }to court records. On March 
24, they did the same Ifiang to a box of nine Beretta semiautomatic 
pistols that bad been| ordered jby Maryland Small Arms. 

. resold the guns quickly on the street for 
hefty discount fiom their suggested retail 

Amhoitties say the 
about S300 on av 
prices of $450 to "T ' -

mafic pistols that was stolen on Feb. 26 was 
latesc in a carjacking in Tenmle HiUs, records 
bev<m Harom, 20L of fte 2500 block of St " 

euSllsj stole a 199̂  Lexus ES 300 at gunpoint 
1 on lycrsbn Stttt • D.C, police spotted the car 

Hamm at the wheel 

One ofthe 9mm 
us^JessJlwUS show. Police say 
Claire Drive in Ti 
from Johnny's Sub 
a few hours later ant 

According to anthorit es, Hamm bought jthe pistol from Banks, his 

i i 

i 
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Police say Francis vi 
pistoL He 
for $350 from a convicted 
firearm from Banks. 

longtime neighbor aod friend. Hamm has pleaded guilty to federal 
charges of carjacking and use of a handgoa in a crime of violence. He 
is to be sentenced Jm. 10. j • |' 

f j ' !: 

Another gun stolen fijom die UPS distribution center surfaced on May 
25, when Prince George's pojice arrested jKcnneth Vincent Francis 
22, of the 2400 blockjô Iveiison Street injTemple Hills, and charged 
him with possession; of cocaine and marijuana, according to 
authorities. '• j J. 

carrying a Berettaj '.45~caliber semiautomatic 
-'gents be had bought the gun in early April 
cocaine deaterjwho had acquired the 

later told ASF-agents 

r i 
The UPS gun theft ring was broken up in late Match, when ATF 
agents obtained a search warrant and found two of the stolen weapons 
at Banks's home in Teiiple HiBs. Banks, i W cooperated with 
investigators under a limitedj-ininmnity agreement and provided 
information that led Ito the arrests of Jones and Bamett 

Banks pleaded guilty jbj one oount of posiessing stolen fircanns and is 
awaiting sentencing Jb federal court. Jones pleaded guilty to the same 
charge and was sentoatjcdtoftQ gontfas in orison- Bamett nleadfid. 

" • to one ^isdJ}£tleft oficeanafi.1 

w t̂nrgdby UPS n^^JS^?. He was.qonvicted of mamlSSiring 
anAaistnbining cocaine m tfovember 1990, according to Pnnce 
George's County Cirppit Court records. Fbur years later, he was 
charged with first-dsgree mnrdcr in whaiprosecutors described as a 
"drug-related homkider The charge vvai'dropped when two 
witnesses refused to {testify, court records|i' 

|Godlewdri, the UPStodcwman̂  said the\company conducts 
'Background cfoecks ̂ i4lj^t^plKants.:BnfBc â iknowledged that 
wjrne criminals slip ty. ' * 

Q LI IS t "UPS believes Hat most people are honest," he said. "Are bad apples 
going to get tfawughij/«>solutely:,' 
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