





























































































































discrimination. In a subsequent article entitled "Guide to Public Health Practice:
AIDS Confidentiality and Anti-Discrimination Principles," Ms. Gebbie wrote that
"ensuring the confidentiality of HIV-related information is critical to maintaining and
promoting public confidence in the public health system." She also called for
penalties for any "unauthorized disclosure of HIV-related information" by public or
private organizations.

As early as 1987, as Oregon Health Administrator, Ms. Gebbie actively
promoted the use of condom advertising on radio and television as a way to stem the
spread of HIV. In 1989, the Oregon Health Division developed an advertising
campaign aimed at bringing anti-AIDS messages to four high-risk groups. According
to a report by United Press International, members of the AIDS Coalition to Unleash
Power (ACT-UP) were "upset that none of the material specifically use[d] the word
’gay.’" Ms. Gebbie responded that the use of the word "would alienate men who
have sex with other men on occasion but who do not identify themselves as
homosexuals." "Gay" remained out of the campaign because those men were
specifically targets for the messages. In the late 1980s, Ms. Gebbie also supported
the development of a poster for education in the gay community that showed two
nicely dressed men with their arms around each other and the slogan "We Can Live
Together--The Best Weapon We Have Against AIDS Is Ourselves." The transit
advertising company in Oregon pulled the poster because of purported outcry over
public display of homosexuality.

In 1987, Ms. Gebbie was appointed by President Reagan to the Presidential
Commission on the HIV Epidemic (the AIDS Commission). She filled one of two
vacancies created by the resignation of the original chairman and vice chairman, who
cited a lack of administration support for the commission as the reason for leaving.
The Los Angeles Times reported that "gay rights spokesmen and others...were
pleasantly surprised" by Ms. Gebbie’s appointment. The article stated that Ms.
Gebbie was "a strong proponent of education and prevention to curtail the epidemic,
and she advocates voluntary--rather than mandatory--testing for AIDS infection." A
spokesman for the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force said that Ms. Gebbie would
"add a voice of reason to what is otherwise an unreasonable group of people."
Representative Henry Waxman (D-CA) called her "a thoughtful and diligent advisor
on AIDS policy." Ms. Gebbie was appointed even after attacking then-Secretary of
Education William Bennett for entering the debate on proper AIDS education. "I
think Secretary Bennett should stick to education and leave public health to Surgeon
General (C. Everett) Koop," United Press International quoted her as saying.

Ms. Gebbie suggested that the AIDS Commission adopt recommendations
calling for legislation that would enable the Surgeon General to request the President
to declare public health emergencies and, upon such a declaration, would require the
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services to designate a "special













