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' SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 1997
1% ' .
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LEAD ADVANCE: ERICA ROSE
- HARTFORD SHERATON ' '
860/728-5151 " . PHONE

SITE ADVANCE:

PRESS ADVANCE: WHITNEY WILLIAMS
SCHEDULER: WENDY ARENDS
1 202/456-7007 PHONE

FAX
HOME

PREV RON The White House

8:00 am - GOOD MORNING AMERICA INTERVIEW

tbd | ,

10:00 am DEPART South Portico
o : EN ROUTE Andrews Air Force Base
[drive time: 20 minutgs]

10:20 am ARRIVE Andrews Air Force Base

10:35 am - WHEELS UP Andrews Air Force Base
EN ROUTE Hartford/Bradley International
[flight time: 50 minutes]

11:25 pm WHEELS DOWN Hartford/Bradley International
11:40 pm DEPART Hartford/Bradley International

EN ROUTE Child Care Panel '

{drive time: approx. 30 minutes]

12:10 pm ARRIVE Trinity College

GREETERS :




It

12:10 pm -

WEATHER FOR HARTFORD, CT:

WASHINGTON, D.C. EVENTS:

CHILD. CARE TOUR

12:40 pm Trinity Child Care Center | : ébx,, | ,‘ ‘
: ' OPEN PRESS?? S , @) %ﬁmﬁigﬁﬁrkk—6
- ‘ ' : M ¢ VA3,
. PARTICIPANTS: ‘ Wevd
: vwddkw 2%t
‘Serateor—chris—bHodd - ; C?b'- A
_Congresswoman Barbara Kennelly = .
. 12:45 pm - CHILD CARE FORUM
2:15 pm - Trinity College
o ' OPEN PRESS .
B L B - _v(w/uvl *uﬂx ‘TUVQJ
PARTICIPANTS: O R %l
. | «’W
2:15. pm DEPART Trlnlty College : ,Nuyk
. EN ROUTE Hartford/Bradley Internatlonal
[drlve time: 30 mlnutes]
2:45 pm _'ARRIVE Hartford/Bradley Internatlonal
3:00 pm fWHEELS upP Hartford/Bradley International
: ' ~ EN ROUTE Andrews Air Force Base
" [flight time: 1 hour, 5 minutes]
4205'pm . WHEELS DOWN' Andrews Air Foree-Base
4:20 pm " -e'DEPART Andrews Air Force Base
: - EN. ROUTE the White House '
[drlve tlme 20 minutes]
4:40 pm ARRIVE the South- Portlco
RON ‘The White House f :.E5Jyﬁpﬁmt0 :
 WEATHER FOR WASHINGTON, D.C.: = 'PzPiAv"WP

d«% A ” PMM&oro?jx%eov’r,_.'
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SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 1998

DRAFT #2*
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HARTFORD
LEAD ADVANCE:

SITE ADVANCE:

PRESS ADVANCE:

ERICA ROSE .
HARTFORD SHERATON | ,
860/728-5151 PHONE
860/240-7247 . FAX

WHITNEY WILLIAMS

K042
i

STEVE GRAHAM )

WENDY ARENDS ﬁ"

SCHEDULER: )
202/456-7007 PHONE
202/456-5340 - FAX
R HR SR HO}dE
PREV RON The White House
TBD
8:00 am - GOOD MORNING AMERICA INTEﬁVIEW
tbd
10:00 am DEPART South Portico
‘ EN ROUTE Andrews ‘Air Force Base.
[drive time: 20 minutes]
10:20 am ARRIVE Andrews Air Force Base
10:35 am WHEELS UP'AndrewS:Air Force Base
' EN ROUTE Hartford/Bradley International
. [flight time: 50 minuteS]
11:25 pm WHEELS DOWN Hartford/Bradley Internatlonal

GREETERS



SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
WEDNESDAY , JANUARY 28 1998
PAGE 2

11:40 pm
12:10 pm

12:10 pm -
12:40 pm

12:40 pm -

12:45‘pm,
12:45 pm (T)

12:55 pm -
2:15 pm

DEPART Hartford/Bradley'Internatiohal
EN ROUTE Child Care Panel
[drive time: approx. 30 minutes]

- ARRIVE Trinity‘College
GREETERS:

CHILD CARE CENTER TOUR

Trinity Cocllege Communlty Chlld Care Center
Hold:

Phone:

Fax:

OPEN PRESS??

PARTICIPANTS:
Representative Barbara Kennelly

Diane Zannoni, Acting Director, Child Care Center

DEPART Trinity College Community Chlld Care Center

" EN ROUTE Mather Hall

ARRIVE Mather Hall
GREETERS :
PANELIST MEET AND GREET

Mather Hall
CLOSED PRESS/WH PHOTO

~ CHILD CARE PANEL

Washington Room

Mather Hall

Trinity College
Hold:

Phone:

Fax:
OPEN PRESS

FORMAT :

- Elaine Zimmerman moderates,avpanel'Qiscussion
~with 10 panel participants.

= Audience Q & A follows discussion.

1



P1,25/98 14:32 ' COORDINATING COUNCIL ' o1

Hafl:ford Area

Child Care Collaborative

85 Glllett Strest, Hartford, CT 068105
(860) 241-0411 volce (860) 524-8346 fax
- E-mail <haccc@hartnet.org

http.//www.hartnet org/haccc

ax

Tor  Neera Tanden o rﬁm. Judith Gc}ldfarb
Faxt  202.456.2878 ' | - Pagest |V
Phone: 2024566275 Date: January 25, 1988
Ro:  Wednesday's visit/NYT ' cc;

x Urgent O For Reviow [ Plsase Comment [] Please Reply O Please Recycle

® Comments: Neera, here are the updates and arlicle as promised. In my most recent fashion of

rushing, 1 have not necessarily added those names that | have suggested for panelists to the invited
list, but they most certainly should be Invited, Thanks.
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Child advocates pointed out a na
ticnal study showing day care supply
in Coomecticut nedequate and

Child Oatcomes,” was Jed by Sharoe
Lynn Kagan, seaior associate of the
Child Study Ceoter at Yale Universl:
ty. Tbe ixreased peed resuiting
from wellare reforn exacerbates
the prodlem

Abite Frederick Torres, a regionat
coordinater for Area Cooperstive
Edocatimal Services Yased ln Ham-
den, told of focus groaps conducsed 3

Gae 2oz o TR New York Torws

Sarah Donahue. E.Rva:nremnolo 7,ana Stacev Torte. 10, havmgmackszrwndﬂmknchmtaboeatdav cae provider Catherine Donabue’s house,

dazen years ago where moiliers Tho
worked 2t night reported Zeaving
their cldes: children 0 care for
wounger sivings. “'The siories then
were scary and heartwrenching. It's
just godng w0 ges worse.”” she predict-
ed. One reasar. is the lack ¢f pubiic
1Tansporialica. adling 1o the burdens
of iow-parsing }abs that neverdheless

Different Roads

necessitate day care. Emma D. Ri-
vera of Meriden, a 22-vear-old for-
mer welfare reciplent and mother of
a &menth-0ld 50n. is earning $8.25 an
Ngar as a program assistan i bleri-
dea Comnommity Actien, and fov a
white. worked a secand. ntghi jobas a
depzrtment store. She said she guit
she night job becauvse the salary vir-

tually afl weot 10 pay a daby sicer.

The first welere recipients affeciet
by the retorm plar had their berefits

end @ Octoder. Willlam P. Viliado. .

execuytive director of the Regiomal
WYorkiorce - Deveicprnent Spard in
New Baven. said te experience n
the greater Nex Haven area s¢ far
shows that althcugh wellare recipi-

ents are getting jobs. “there are nat
enough pecple working a sofficrent
umber of hours 10 make themsednes
sell-sufticiemt.” Mr. Viliane szid of
0 peaple workirg but <till ceceiv-
ing public assistance, “only 20 per-
cent ave working 35 hours or more.
18 percent are working berweer 2¢

anc M hoars, and 32 percens are

r Child Care

warking betwoen 1 and 19 Aours™.:
He sald e emphasis in dhe pro-

pram is cn geting a job quickly, nat
getting job training, and since manw
recipienis are either high schod

dropauts, iliiterate, have Iittte or po -

wurk experfence or skills, or have
been om of (he work force for a Joog
time, 1t limits them (0 “lower-eod

service jobs that may med provids

them with enough Sunds to support
their tamilies.”

msxatemmm:mr

care is '“very, very expensive,” ac-
cording to Claudete J. Beaulien, a
spokeswoman for the State Depart-
men of Social Services. 5o it subsk
dizes child care an a shiding scateto

m:mmumu!abummam!w_

The crunch comes

with shiftingto
low-wage jobs with
irregular hours.

welfare reciplents and pecple who
exit welfare but earn Jess than

£31.33), which is 35 percenk of Con

necticut’s median lnoome. .
The mooey is sent directly 1o the
provider. The systern hed problems

after the state hired a private oo

pany, Virginia-based Maxicws lnc,
and somie payments were delaved

for manths. The Rev. Bonita Grubbs,

executive director of Christan Com

munity Action tn New Haven, said-
the delays had a “‘pegative domine .-

effect” because some providen

stopped caring_ for chiidren they

weren's receiving payvmests for. and
in turn, meRaers loss jobs because
they couldn't go to work whhous dey
care.

The State Commissicher of Secial
Services, Joyce A Thomas, issuped an
wtimaium to Maxiraus in Novem-
ver. zfter which the comparny hired
rare empzovees, impreved iTs ghoot
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? NCW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 1998

The Demand for Child Care :

Catherine Donahue, a mother of four,

" Continued From Page 1

system to expedite payments, and
sent out overdue payments,

Ms. Beaulleu pointed out that the
State provides some cushion by con-
tinuing full benefits for recipients
who get jobs that pay them less than
the Federal poverty level (313,300 for
a family of three or $18,050 for a
family of four). . .

Around the state, efforts are being
made to improve and expand day
care. Last year, the General Assem.
bly approved spending $87.4 million
for two years to expand preschool
programs in the 14 neediest districts.
The leglslation, which has been
praised by child advocates, has pro-
vided for School Readiness pro-
grams, most of which are just get-
ting underway. In Stamford, for ex-
ample, a new program in a munict-
pal building Is to accommodate 198
children in a full-day, yearlong pro-
gram, sald Elaine Zimmerman, ex-
ecutive director of the Commission

-on Children.

But child advocates said the pro-
gram doesn’t address the gap in care
for infants, toddlers and schuoi-age
children after day care day is over.

n mdlewvI e A
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provides care for other youngsters as well at her home in New Haven, }

Four-year-old Steven Beagle is
-among the younger childen in
Catherine Donahue's care.

Aere Laram ek

Ms. Zimmerman sald passage
President Clinton’s chlld care plan
Congress could mean new Feder}
meney for Connecticut to help f11l
gaps in child care.

In an effort to Increase day cage

slots and quallty programs, so
soclal service agencies are help
people to become licensed day ca
providers. )

Devon A, Conover, health servicds

supervisor in the State Departme:
of Public Health, explained that
censing requlres passing a first-a
course, background checks of ad

-members. of an applicant’s houst

hold for criminal’ convictions
cases of abuse and neglect, medic

statements on houschold memberg, °

LI N~

—

safety inspections, testing of privage

wells, as well as discussions abo
plans for children’s recreation g
philosophiés about such issues as dif
cipline, - .

Dr. Kagan, principal investigatg

23

wy

in a child care study of four statds

including Connecticut, said “regul
ton Is closely linked with quality
programs.” As she pul tt, “Wh
yow've gol now in the current settir

'is more people using unregulatd

care.’”
One effort to encourage more §

- ey

0
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:mnetmsbeingmmbyg :‘henbmrsmz,ymlmdaym j - arestngg!mg;ﬂmy don't always mother of three whose two Yigmges:
ay. - - . » . have the to the food children Mrs. thouse

Coaoan Wt Licesng can mean pers £ GAPS in child care remain for infants, oy st Vi Reesmans e a ats st S

$58,00¢ Federal grant, group is  tnstance, the Federal government : . S said Hwishamspnalmguwymm
training: people to provide eveming pays licensed providers to buy toddlersandch:ldrena&erschool. . Ms. Coaover, of the Public Bealth 32 howrs a week, earning $858
care, and gives bealitty food and snacks for cildren . : . Department, admiited that thereisa  boar. She recelves food staomps, med-
mmmmmm in their care. Ms. Donetree, the New . N baxdlog € processing Licemces, and  jcal benefits for herself and ber chil
i piuject co- Haven day care provider, receives ) . . she said her agency is ““working o dren es well a5 child care, 20l as part

. Women  mooey from the Federal Child and . providers to become licensed suthey  about the program. She passes 6t catch up.” She saldapplicstionsmay  of the state’s transitional weHare

becoming day Adult Care Food program to serve  Can participate ip the food program.  fliers, answers. questions, @od dis-  be delayed for several reasoms, b program. She said she doesn’t know

. pulritional breakfasts eod aRen Mirenda MoGuire-Schiwartz, a child  (ributes telephone numbers prospec-  cheding waiting for references ta  who else woulkd take her chiidren at
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR THE FIRST LADY
January 28, 1998

Child Care Expert: Professor Ed Zigler, Yale University. Professor Zigler is a national
expert on early learning and quality child care. He is curréntly Sterling Professor of Psychology at
Yale University, where he is also director of the Bush Center in Child Development and Social
Policy. He will highlight the recent brain research on the importance of experiences in the earliest
years of a child’s life and the connection between quality child care and children’s development.

Suggested Question: You’ve talked about the importance of quality child care for
children’s healthy development. What are the elements of quality?

Parent: Lisa Edmonds. Ms. Edmonds and her husband have two daughters, a three year old
and a nine year old. When heér second daughter was born premature, Ms. Edmonds decided to
stay at home with her for the first year. At the end of the year, Ms. Edmonds returned to work
and was very concerned about the quality of child care her daughter would receive. After a
careful search, she chose the Women’s League Child Care Center (the oldest child care facility in
Connecticut) which has both a nurse and a social worker on site. Ms. Edmonds will discuss her
initial worries about child care and her views about how quality child care has helped her
daughter. ' ’

Suggested Question: What advice can you. give to other parents who are looking for the -
right child care setting for their children?

Provider: Pam Ryder. Ms. Ryder has cared for two year olds at the Mother Goose Child Care
Center for nine years. She is one of four child care providers who recently received the Hartford
Child Care Collaborative’s Quality Child Care Award. (She was recognized for her work with
infants and toddlers.) Ms. Ryder will discuss what she sees as the important elements of quality

~ child care for young children. :

Suggested Question: You talked about how you work with parents to assure that their
children are thriving. Can you tell us more about your relationship with the parents of the
children you care for?

Government: Joyce Thomas, Commissioner, Connecticut Department of Social Services.
Appointed by Governor John Rowland in January 1995, Joyce Thomas is the Commissioner of
the State of Connecticut’s Department of Social Services. The Department of Social Services
administers public assistance, medical assistance, food stamps, job-training, child support
enforcement, and child care, among other services. Ms. Thomas will discuss why government
should address early learning and will describe Connecticut’s recently enacted School Readiness
Legislation, which will support and educate parents, improve the safety and quality of child care,
and ensure that all children reach school ready to learn.

Suggested Question: 1 understand that you have been involved in employment and job




training for many years. Would you talk more about how safe, quality child care can both
help parents work and children thrive? :

Health Professional: Angela Crowley, Professor, Yale University School of Nursing. Ms.
Crowley 1s an Associate Professor at Yale University School of Nursing, and practices as a
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner in Hamden, Connecticut. She has focused her scholarly work,
research and professional activities on promoting health in child care and linking child care
providers with health professionals. She will address the role that health care professionals can
play in ensuring that child care is healthy, safe, and developmentally appropriate for young
children. ' '

Suggested Question:v How can we best build connections between health professionals
and child care providers, particularly those providers who care for children in their homes?

Educator: Dr. Eddie Davis, Superintendent, Manchester Public Schools. Dr. Davis is the
Superintendent of the Manchester Public Schools and was formerly Superintendent of the
Hartford Public Schools. He is currently working on a ‘_"com.munity collaborative” in Manchester
to improve early learning and ensure that children are ready to learn when they enter school. This
collaborative is one of a number of local partnerships created by the School Readiness Legislation
recently enacted in Connecticut. Dr. Davis will discuss the connection between early learning and
school readiness. . :

Suggested Question: You noted that you have worked extensively on what you refer to as
community collaboratives. Why do you think that these local partnerships are important?

Business Leader/Civic Leader: David Carson, CEO, People’s Bank. Mr. Carson is the Chief
Executive Officer of People’s Bank and has been active in the statewide effort to improve child
care. Specifically, he was a key supporter of the state’s recent early childhood legislation. He will
address the connection between quality early learning and workforce productivity and the role of
the business community in child care and early childhood development.

Suggested Question: Can you tell us why you got involved in early learning and school
readiness? Why should other business leaders be interested in these issues?
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April 23,1992, A Edition

SECTION: CONNECTICUT; Pg. C1 -

LENGTH: 1026 words

HEADLINE Women's League records 75 years.of serv1ce in city;
Women's League to celebrate 75th anniversary

BYLINE: CONSTANCE NEYER, Courant Staff Writer

BODY: ‘
In 1917, a group of black women started the Women's League in Hartford
because no service agency at the time would have them. S

Seventy ﬁve years later, the league has evolved into a day-care operatlon
that has thrived in Hartford's North End.

Saturday, the Women's League Child Development Center will celebrate its
75th anniversary with a dinner-dance at the Hartford Sheraton Hotel at 6 p.m.
The main speaker will be Hazel N. Dukes, president of the Natronal Association
for the Advancement of Colored People.

Mercedes M. Croutch executive director of the league, 1s thrllled that the
agency has survived through tough economic times.

"'m thankful we've been serving north Hartford for 75 years and giving it
the greatest service," said Croutch, who has worked for the agency in various
capacities for the past 26 years. "We plan to be here another 75 years."

The agency is so firmly entrenched at Seyms and North Main streets that it -
is conducting a $ 2.1 million capital improvement drive to build several new,
one-story buildings at its present site. The new center would be able to
accommodate 200 children instead of the 130 children it can now serve.

* The league is $ 400,000 shy of its $ 2.1 million goal to establish the new

_classroom, dining room and office facilities at the site. A big boost to'its
' campaign was provided by a $ 1 million grant from the state Department of Human
Resources.

The agency boasts thousands of alumni of diverse racial, religious and



-ethnic backgrounds. |

Former Hartford Mayor Thirman L. Milner is one of the graduates and has many
ﬁne things to say about the center.

"It is a very, very good agency, and it started long before they talked
- about social service agencies," said Milner. "It's amazing that it's carried on
so long when so many agencies have folded."

Hartford Mayor Carrie Saxon Perry taught there when she first graduated from
college. She sent her son there, too. '

"Tt's a wonderfuL wonderful agency," she said last week. "My heart
certainly is in that organization. It is so great that it has survived."

After 75 years, the league's mission statement is still pretty much the
same, said Thomas C. Faniel, president of the nonprofit organization's board of
directors -- "to foster the emotional, physical and social and mental growth of
the whole child into a healthy, posmve and confident individual in a
child-care center."

The center is open to children from 2 to 12 and charges parents based on
. their ability to pay. The center, which in 1926 became one of the first black
organizations in Hartford to receive United Way funding, has been a recipient of
the Eleanor Roosevelt Community Service Citation and is one of the few centers
in the state to have accreditation from the National Academy of Early Childhood
Programs in Washington, D.C.

Tickets for the dinner-dance are still available. Tickets to the VIP
receptlon with Dukes and dinner are $ 50 per person while dinner-only tlckets
are $ 40 per person. More information may be obtained by calling Croutch at
524-5969. :

In.1917; a group of black women started the Women s League in Hartford
because no service agency at the time would have them. :

Seventy-ﬁve years later, the league has evolved into a day-care operation
t}hat has thrived in Hartford's North End. '

Saturday, the Women's League Child Development Center will celebrate its
75th anniversary with a dinner-dance at the Hartford Sheraton Hotel at 6 p.m.
The main speaker will be Hazel N. Dukes, president of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People.



Mercedes M. Croutch, executive director of the league is thnlled that the :
agency has survived through tough economlc times.

"I'm thankful we've been serving north Hartford for 75 years and giving it
the greatest service," said Croutch, who has worked for the agency in various
capacities for the past 26 years. "We plan to be here another 75 years."

The agency is so firmly entrenched at Seyms and North Main streets that it
is conducting a $ 2.1 million capital improvement drive to build several new,
one-story buildings at its present site. The new center would be able to
accommodate 200 children instead of the 130 chxldren it can now serve.

The league is $ 400, 000 shy of its’ $ 2.1 million goal to estabhsh the new
classroom, dining room and office facilities at the site. A big boost to its,
campaign was provided by @ $ 1 million grant from the state Department of Human
Resources

- The agency boasts thousands of alumni of d1verse ra01a1 rellglous and:
ethnic backgrounds. ‘

Former Hartford Mayor Thirman L. Milner is one of the graduates and has many
fine things to say about the center.

"It is a very, very good agency, and it started long before they talked
about social service agencies," said Milner. "It's amazing that it's carried on °
so long when so many agencies have folded." :

Hartford Mayor Carrie Saxon Perry taught there when she first graduated from
college. She sent her son there, too. '

"It's a wonderful, wonderful agency," she said last week. "My heart
certainly is in that organization. It is so great that it has surv1ved "

After 75 years, the league's mission statement is still pretty much the
same, said Thomas C. Faniel, president of the nonprofit organization's board of
directors -- "to foster the emotional, physical-and social and mental growth of
the whole child into a healthy, positive and confident individual in a
child-care center." ' .

" The center is open to children from 2 to 12 and charges parents based on
their ability to pay. The center, which in 1926 became one of the first black
organizations in Hartford to receive United Way funding, has been a recipient of
the Eleanor Roosevelt Community Service Citation and is one of the few centers



in the state to have accreditation from the National Academy of Early Childhood
Programs in Washington, D.C.

Tickets for the dinner-dance are still available. Tickets to the VIP
reception with Dukes and dinner are $ 50 per person while dinner-only tickets
are $ 40 per person. More information may be obtained by calling Croutch at
524-5969. ' ‘

GRAPHIC: Cecilia Prestamo /The Hartford Courant
In a photograph taken during the 1960 United Way fund drive in Hartford, a group
of children from the Women's League Child Development Center in the city hold up
cards with numbers representing the amount of money raised in the campaign. The
league is celebrating its 75 anniversary with a dinner-dance Saturday at the
Hartford Sheraton Hotel.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: April 23, 1992




" ols21/98  13:01 203 566 1280 . _ COMM.ON CHILDREN . . ool

State of Qovmectiout
GENERAL ASSEMBLY -

COMMISSION ON CHILDREN

18- 20 TRINMTY STREET
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106
PHONE: (860) 240-0250
FAX: (860)_240-0248

| FAX TRANSMITTAL

- TO:‘ . Nee;gLIandcn

FAX: Ms

| FROM EL INE_IMMERI\_iAN_
DATE Jan_um 21 1998

Number of Pages: (INCLUDING COVER SHEET) _ 17
. Encle e d v of our School Re line

~ Legislation detailed in the Newsletters, Tlook rd to working
with you. .




.01/21/98 13:01 8203 566 1280

B School Readiness.

_COMM.ON CHILDREN

@oo2

LR,
HE

) L
T ER, Bie -
G;Z‘;vb;.\-f-_tt-

Variety of .

Financing Available

for Expansion of

uality Child Care
rograms

' ith the expansion of school
readingss opponunity through the
school readiness legislation, many
. lowns are seeking 10 address

facilities expansion. The School Readiness and
Child Day Care Financing Programs offer a

. public-private partnership to providc child carc
providers with access (¢ financing  The legtsla-
tion calls for the Connacticut Heallh and
Educational Facilities Authonty (CHEFA) to utilize
its tax-exempt bond authority; and for the major
banks in Connecticut to implement a statewide
Child Carc Facilities Loan Fund, Through a
public-private parinership, the State of Conneclicut, and this
statewide Child Care Facilities Loan Fund. will make three dif-
ferent loan programs available. The initial lending capacity of
those Ioan programs will b approximately $70 million.
Numerous cities, including Stamford, Norwalk. Danbury. New

Haven. Hartford, Bristol and Windham are already looking into
. accessing this new financing

Types of Financing Available .

1. Tax-Exempt Financing via CHEFA Pooled Bond Issues:
These bonds will be backed by a DSS guaraniee 1o pay
debt service (principal and interest on the bonds), subject
10 a minimum statewide guarantee of at least 80 percent
and subject to a state appropriation of $3.5 million for the
first two years of the program  Average loan size may

approximately $35 - 50 million 1n financing can be made
available. Your ¢ity's 2 - 5 year plan should specifically pro-
vide for how your city iniends 10 access this new financing.

2 Child Care Loan Fund Guarantee Program; Financing for
this program will be provided by seven (najor banks who
have each agreed 1o make avarable up to $3.0 million n
funds 10 both profit and non-profit child care providers.

DSS will ransfer $1.5 million in tunding to CHEFA which will-

provide the loan tund guarantec, CHEFA will provide a loan
guarantee of between 20 lo 50 percent (average 1s expect-
ed 10 be 30 percent). The pamicipating banks, CHEFA,

The Connecticut Commission on Children Vol.1 No.2 Junuary 1998

range from $500.000 to $3 0 million to crcate at least 2,100 |
additional child care siots. In the first two years of operation, .

Newsletzer on School Readiness Legislation

\

. DSS and DOE will all be mernbers of the Loan Fund Soard
and can be members of the credit committee that will
approve all ibans. Inftial loan volume may be as high as
$21.0 milion with 1010 15 year amortizations. Loans ¢an be
used for acquisition, construction, expansion, warking capi-
tal. renovations, equipment acquisition and bridge loans.

3. Small Revolving Direct Loan Fund: The participating -
banks will manage this program for loans up to a.maximum
of $10.000 each. Loans can be 1o both for-profit and non-
profit child care providers. DSS will transfer $750.000 in
funding 10 CHEFA to provide for an 80 percent guarantee:
of the portfolio {(CHEFA 15 10 provide the balance of the

. funds above the DSS guarantee). The initial volume of
loans is expected to be up to $2.5 millicn.

- Targeted Borrowers and
* Funding Priorities ,
@ Borrowers: Qualified borrowers include for-profit and non
profit providers that operate child care and child develop

ment centers, family resource centers and Head Start pro-
grams

@ Priorities: Priority will be given 10 those accredited by the
National Association of the Education of Young Children,
those included in loca! school readiness plans, thosc that
promote co-focation of school readiness pragrams and
those in under-served areas R
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Right from the
Start Invesung

By Kevin Su//;van State
Senare President Pro Tempore

dvocacy for early chlldhood is
grounded in a
new under-
standing of how
much difference the first
years of life make in a life-
time. What was once only

structure of the child's developing brain-

' which in turn powers leaming and growth.

Ron Kutalak notes in Inside the Brain, “The
-~ first three years of a child's Iffe are critically
important to brain development.
Unfortunately, for a growing number of
children, the period from birth to age three
has become a mental wasteland”

Unheatthy, unchallenged and
stressed chilgren faii to develop brain
potential and that failure takes its toll in life.

. Poor pre-natal, pediatric and nutritional

care; violence, abuse

4 and emotional indiffer~

{1 ence; and under pre-
pared parents and other
care-givers who are
unable to challenge

-to leam and grow in healthy ways. Brain

development continues at a relatively high
rate until around age eight or ten, and
then slows. All this clearly suggests an
optimal time for certain educational, social |
and emotional functions to be acquired,
stunted or lost. If we are truly to bréak the
cycle of impoverished lives, we must
begin with the defining years of our
youngest children. For those most in
need, Connecticut's new and collabora-
tive focus on effective parenting, quality
child care. school readiness and primary
education represent an ounce of preven-
tion well worth litetime of cure.

That's why it's so important that
Connecticut is investing in early child-
hood. The legacy of our 1897 School

a profound intuition about
how children learn and
grow, is now a body of

" science that makes the
vaiue of investing in early
childhood indisputable.
Positive experiences
enhance and negative
experiences stunt the cell

)

Young brains

A juvenile minds with sight,
i sound, touch and lan-
guage all take a toll.

develop especially fast
in the first.three years in
ways that define a -

child's lifetime capacity

Readiness legisiation is a new foundation
-for families and young children, With a
. proven investment in early childhood that
~ retums benefits at least fivetfold; we have
chosen a prudent and caring course of
real hope for a better future. |1

n October of this year, 25 School Readiness
grants were given to 31 communitiesin -
Connecticut 10 begin the process of
developing child care slots for some 3200
children. The core of the Schoo! Readiness inttiative
_reqguires local govemment and public schools to

foster collaborative planning and joint action to meet  Bureau Chief of Earfy Childhaod

the uttimate objective of delivering high quality earty
chitdhood education services and child care for
working families. Locally, the following vision is
fostered:

| total community ownership — The care
and education of preschool children is the
responsibility of the whole community,

B total community long-range planning—
High quality comprehensive child care and
education is a continuing need and involves
‘the coordination of many community .
resources and assels;

& shared community investment-—High
quality child care and education is a costly

investment. Programns, facilities, staffing and professional
development are among those cost centers that must be
shared by the larger community to make child care aﬁord-

able in most communities.

The School Readmess legistation requires that dialogue be
conducted by a lacal School Readiness Council that is convened
by the chief elected official and the local superintendent of schools.
~ Councils are composed of parents, providers, school personnel,

" business lsaders and representalrves of local school

B

The vision also is intended to redefine the role
A ISIOH O of state level organizations and their invotvement

ildren

By George A. Colernan

Education and Social Serv:ces

with local communities. The vision fasters the
following as appropriate for state government:

M The state develops local talent and leadership ~
among parents, child care providers and policy
makers. The state supports the development of -
each stake-holder, especially famiies, to be
involved in local dialogue that fosters community
change and improved services to children;

W The state, as a partiner with communities,
shares in funding to equalize services among
communities . The cost of direct services is
shared by the state, the family and the Iocal
community.

B The state is the interagency coordinating.
mechanism. Separate programs in many differ-
ent state agencies must be coordinated at the

-state-level! to enable local communities to max-

mize their financial resources and reach more
children and families across service need areas.

As the Departments of Social Services, Education, Health, -
Higher Education, and the Commission on Children work togeth-
er to implernent this aspect of the vision, the initiative is taking

shape. Inthe future we expect this vision fo be expanded 1o

age 12.

respond to children across the age spectrum from birth through

Local communities are rnoving ahead and responding 10
their understanding that the quality of life in commurities is mea-

sured largely by how well that community cares for its children
and supports families in their development. B
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he City of Stamford submitted
ts five~year planning
application for school readiness.
The city found through a study
entitied *Close the Gap," that early
literacy is the key to closing the gap
in educational achievernert. They
found that from very early in'a child's
education, reading was important to a
student's overall academic achieve--
ment. The second major finding was
that parents, as children's first teach-
ers, must be given information and
tools to work with young children. In a
parent survey, 35.9 percent of those
who responded expressed a need for
. parenting education ciasses.

Data collected shows that
children who have had preschool
experience in private or public
programs significantly outscored
thelr kindergarten classmates
‘who have had little preschool or
Head Start experience.
Furthermore, the gap that exists
as these children enter Idnder-
garten continues throughout -
students’ school careers.

The findings are mapped out in
the five-year program plans for School

¢

Readiness. Components include:

___COMM.ON CHILDREN

UFDATE

Stamford First to SubmitFivé’Year Plan Application

 — Health:
.. "M Each child wil
‘receive a
health and
dental screen-
ing and a list of
all pediatric
providers in the
city. The Health .
Director of the
School
Readiness
Program will
give a ‘bi-annu-
" alrepont to the
School '
Readiness
Council.
Registered
dietitians will
review all nutri-
tional policies
and proce-
dures and will
provide nutri-
-tional training to
all staff,
Nutritional pro-
jects such as
make your own

-snacks, and the growth of vegetables

will be included in the curriculum.
Early Childhood Wellness Team offer
sefvices to all child care providers.

Bullding Renovation: Facility
renovation will allow Stamford to pro-
vide full-day; full-year care for 360 chil-
dren and extended-day for 102 chil-
dren. Parents will have access to pri-
vate providers as well though a coordi-
nated Infoline referral systern. Half-
day accredited programs will be avail-
able in elementary schools that will
include the same program elemants
as the full-day program. Financing for
this building renovation was provided
for by the School Readiness legisia-
tion. Stamford has applied for tax-
exempt bond financing from CHEFA,

-Staff Training: Goals include

 teachers becoming better equipped to
- nurture creativity, integrating outstand-
- ing children'’s litgrature, developing a

‘sciencing* environment that encour-
ages discovery, crealing successful
art experiences, planning learning

experiences that develop children's

problem solving capabilities, enhanc-

ing each child seff esteem, encourag-
ing children to think divergently; and.
effectively involving families in their -

doo4

child’s leaming. Curriculum guides will
be developed and distributed for use
by participating préviders.

* An early childhood .
teacherfresource center wil be
established to act as a clearinghouse
and library for early childhood staif
development resource materials.
Connecticut Charts-a-Course, the
Cooperative Education Semvice, the
early Childhood Council and Stamford
Public Schools will provide workshops
throughout the school year for any
provider interested in receiving CEU's.
CDA training will be offered at Norwalk
Community Technial College. Oral lan-
guage workshops will be offered to
provide assessment and curriculum
continuity between preschoo! and
kindergarten. - R

Children with Disabilltles: ‘
Disability Coordinates will work closely -
with teaching staff, education coordi-
nators and parents. The Center wil
coordinate with Birth to Three and
Easter Seals Rehabilitation Certer to
screen and serve children with spegial
needs. Transportation will be available
as needed. A special education mas-
ter teacher will be available to assist at
the new facility.

Parent Involvement: The plan
links the Parent Leadership Training
Institute to help parents interface with
all systems and agencies relative to
their child's education, growth and
development, sets up a parert
resource room and a lending library to
provide parental guidance on child
development and education, and
establishes an early childhood PTA.

Family Literacy and Job
Tralning: Referrals will be made to
family literacy programs that incorpo-
rate adutt basic education. GED tutor-
ing will be aranged on an as needed
basis. A transition to work consuftant
will be available.

Monitering: Each child will be
assessed on a Meisse! Developmental
Scale, Used as a pre- and post-

- assessment tool. Longitudinal follow

up of program participants will include
performance on a KIDS Screen (a
measure of cognitive, language and
motor development), Reading
Readiness (kindergarten), report
cards grades K-5, and achievernent
on standardized testing including the
Mastery Tests (2-5) .
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‘Towns with Severe
Needs Schools Apply for
Funds to Bolster
Preschool Programs

by Elaine Zimmerman
Executive Director, Connecticut Commission on Crnldren

n addition to cities designated Pricrity School

Districts, towns with Severe Needs Schools were

invited 1o apply for increased access to high quality

‘School Readiness programs. Severe Needs

.Schools are defined in the preschool legislation as

those schools in which 40 percent or more of the
schools' students are participating in the Federal Free and
Reduced School Lunch Prograrm.

There are thirty-three eligible towns with Severe Needs
Schools which could apply alone or combine with other
towns with Severe Needs Schools 1o create regional readi-
ness applications. Seventeen towns with Severe Needs
Schools were funded. Regional applications included: 1.
Groton and Norwich, 2. Brooklyn, Killingly, Plainfield and

- Putnam, 3. Bloomfield and East Granby: 4.

Vernon is creating a Park West Hub which will link the
School Readiness program. a Famity Resource Center and
the Park West Residents Association (a HUD housing com-
plex consisting of 189 units that is owned and operated by

" theAssociation).

Bloomfield and East Granby are estabhshrng an inter-
district magnet 6-10-6 preschool with wrap around day care
and social services. An early childhood advocale will be
hired to implement the preschool plan, ensure service

integration, establish procedures for progress repons and
evaluations, and to fundraise. The towns are partnering to
create cross town participation at the pre-school level and will
continue through elementary, middle and high school. They
seek to expand the diversity experience of students in
educational settings in both-towns to respond IO the Sheff vs.
O' Neill imperative.

The Northeast Regional application is for the towns of
Brooklyn, Killingly, Plainfield and Putnam. ' A key compo-
nent of the application is a model professional integration
plan for early care and education providers through profes-

sional development activities and newsletters to all tamily day

care and center-based early care and education providers
and kindergarten teachers in the ten-town region. Technical
assistance will be offered to any early care and education
provider upon request. This regional application emerged
from the work of the Northeast Economic and Workforce

" Torrington and Winsted. These towns have - ' —
organized School Radiness councils. R_ea:dln_ess Grant Program
A Sampler of Innovations 1n Municipalities with One or More Severe Need Schools
T h S N d MUNKCIPALITY RANKING __ SLOT CAPAGTY FUNDING LEVEL
Sol‘lw nsl wit evere iveeds Plymauth - 1 10 new PDPY
CNnoolis ‘ ‘ 5 purchase FD/FY
Manchester is creating a hub site to co-locate |- 15 new FOFY $ 9500000
.programs and allow for greater collaboration. - Manchester . 20 new FOFY $ 100,000.00
: ~ ~ :: rfrgéaer?hﬂl Norwiclv Groton 4 purchase PD/PY
- o ‘ 8 purchase FD/FY
care pr °V£3f , L 23newFDFY . § 19000000
rrton pro- | Northeast Regional 4 160w PDPY —B
grams, health Broaldyn, KGllingly 16 new PDFY —K
promotion Plainfield; Putnam 16 new FDFY —K
IS . - 16 new PD/PY—P
home visita
; i 16 new FOfFY —P
tion, and child
abuse preven- 16 new PDPY—P
tion. ' 16 new FDFY —P $ 340,000.00
West Vernon 20 new FD/FY $. 100.000.00
Hartford: Stafford 12 new PDPY
'Vrvhrouah rtﬂhe g , 18 new FD/FY $ 95,000.00
est Hartfor '
ﬁiﬁé‘é‘ﬁﬁ of g}joggnoﬁgiodfiast Granby 7 | 15 purchase FOFY § |
Care WestHartford 8 3 purchase PD/PY
— R Providers, 2 new PDPY
the Famuy Resource Center has established an- 6 purchase FD/FY
expanded relationship with home care providers to ] 4 new FD/FY $ 9500000
include training to help them plan for school readi- Entfield .9 15 new FOFY $ 100,000.00
ness activities and in-service programs designed to Miford 0 5 porchase FOFY
increase the skills and competencies of child care ot . ; 59”": anDe :
staff. Preschool teachers will be included inthe ‘ new FO/FY - 3 9500000
- In-service activities available to the West Hartford Torrington/ Winsted 11 30 new FD/FY $ 9500000
y Public Schools kindergarten staff. TOTALS 77 POy $ 1400,000.00
o —
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Development Coaltion of 22 towns.
This coalition began to look at child
development as it links to economic
development and established a
School Readiness Advisory
Committee three years ago.

Milford will create a preschool
program that will be open year round
with hours from 7:15 am to 6:15 pm.
A speech language clinician will
provide language development
activities on a daily basis. A parent
educator from the Family Resource
Center wilt work closely with all fami-
lies providing the full range of family
resource linkages. Transportation will
be available. Children will have a
DIAL screening prior to entry with indi-

‘vidual goals set for each child. The
DIAL will be given again at the close
of the program 10 evaluate each
child's progress.

The Norwich/Groton School
Readiness region will model profes-
sional development coordination
through linkage with LEARN'S
Regional Child Care Enhancement
Program. Providers will be
encouraged to attend monthly Child
Development Associates and
Connecticut Charts-a-Course
approved trainings. The schools will
work with the early care providers by
providing information on pertinent
school professional day training.

Plymouth's Council is support-

ing a collaboration between two quat
ity programs, 2 NAEYC-accredited
day care center and a school based
OSPR!l-approved Head Start pro-

~ gram. Trainings will be coordinated

* among Head Start, school staff.and
child care center staff in family
services, healh, nutrition, mental
health, education for special needs
and parent involvement. Each
program will have a family advocate
to consult with staff and famities, -
coordinate class and home aclivities,

offer resource and referral to parents

and serve as a liaison with the school
system.

Next Steps. The four towns that
did not receive a grant this year, and
the towns that tailed to submit an
application, are urged to form a
school readiness council and begin
the local planning process. @ .

B'203 566 1280
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School Readiness and Chxld Day Care Grant Program
For the 14 Urban Priority School District Municipalities

DISTRICT PART-DAY  FJLL-DAY EXTENDED DAY GRANT FUNDS GRANT FUNDS
' . PART-YEAR  FULLYEAR ' (awmpamundservice  COMMITED - ALLOCATED
SGHODL SCHOOL added o extend TO DATE . :
READINESS AEADINESS  apamday, gar-year
AND CHILD Program lo a fulraay,
DAY CARE __tulkyear program)

Bridgepont 0 264 46 $1,063,000.00 ~ $2.845,082.00
Bristol ] 46 68 $ 32172200 $ 495234.00
Danbury &7 110 35 $ 64397200 § 643.972.00
EastHartford 17 36 5 $_351.00000 _ $ 539,556.00
Hartford - 123 -3%4 2H - $2752,58300 $3.095187.00
Meriden 72 122 _ 0 $ 684317.00 § 784,927.00
Middlgtown __ 15 61 35 § 39975000 § 493365.00
New Britian - 57 134 0 $1,087,599.00  §1,087,533.00
New Haven 52 125 87 $ 0943.117.00 $2516,001.00
Newlondon 8 24 A $ 20532900 $ 321,042.00
Norwalk 0 115 0 $§ 452,100.00 $1,100,497.00
Stamford 0 96 ~ 102 $125258600  $1.252586.00
Waterbury ] 115 68 $ 597,883.00 §1,933,398.00
Windham. 0 47 0 $ 26888700 $ 269.563.00
Totals (=2823) 431 1689 703 . $11.923845.00 - $18,500.000.00
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Care Link

\ hild care providers and health
care providers, in partnership,
can promote the healthy
development of young children.
The School Readiness legislation facilitates
this linkage by requiring that each School
Readiness plan include referrals for health
services, including referrals for appropriate
immunizations and EPSDT screenings.
Although immunization has dramatically
reduced the incidence of many infectious
diseases, we have recently withessed out-
breaks of serious infection because too
many of our young children have not been
fullyimmunized. Additionally, fewer than
50% of ‘children eligible for EPSDT screens
in Connecticut are receiving these heatth
screens. Since children of working parents
are likely to be cared for in some type of
early childhood setting, child care and early
education providers can help families leamn
about Medicaid, health care providers and
the new HUSKY plan. School readiness
programs can become the bridge to health
care for children.

In accordance with the School”
Readiness bill, all icensed and unlicensed
child care providers, in order to maintain
eligibility for reimbursement under the DSS
child care subsidy program, must now pro-
vide DSS with the name and address of the
child’s doctor, primary care provider and
health insurance company, as well as
information conceming whether the child
has been immunized and has had EPSDT
health screens. '

, Under the recently enacted HUSKY bill,
which will provide health insurance for
uninsured children, child care providers
receiving funding under the Child Care
Development Block Grant and Head Start
will be eligible to be designated as -
*qualified entities.” These qualified entities
can grant immediate Medicaid eligibility to
children (“presumptive eligibility”).

This presents a wonderful opportunity for
some child care providers to enroll sorne of
the more than 35,000 Connecticut children
who are eligible for HUSKY, Part A (Medicaid)
but are not yet enrolled. It is also an opportuni-
ty for child care providers to encourage fami-
lies that are enrolled under Medicaid 1o get .
the EPSDT health screens their children are
enttied o, but are not receiving. Local School
Readiness Councils need to encourage child
care providers to be part of the link that
connects famnilies with health care. Ig ‘

e Uhae
" | Readiness Councils

- Convene to Share

| Strategies

n October 21, 1997, the School
o Readiness Council chairs for the 14

- priority districts presented action steps
and strategies. Chairs commented on the
readiness initiative offering communities the
capacity to address glaring shortages of
early care and education slots within their
cities. Some offered insights on the council
process facilitating an‘integration of -
services, doliars and strategies. The
majority of speakers stressed the ,
importance of quality in developing supply,
staff training, integration of doliars, public
education and staff coordination.

'Chairs were asked to discuss -

© obstacles and next steps the Legislature
should consider. issue areas included
transportation, coordinated benchmarking
and evaluation, shortage of qualiified staff,
coordinated data collection including

. monitoring for quality, and increased builg-
ing space and technical assistance on how
1o access and plan for expansion.

f@oo7

"This was-a heroic piece of
legislation, We are looking
to you, the local school -

- readiness councils, to

make this work."
Ted Sergi, «
- Cormmissioner of
Departnent of
Education

'l am confidant that the
local school readiness
councils will implement the
vision of this school readi-

. ness legislation,

Thomas D. Ritter,
Speaker of the
House

‘One does not dance with-

out the other [Education

and the Economy]."
Senator Tom Gaffey,
Co-chair Education
Committee

"We need to make sure
that our programs provide
consistency.’
Representative
Cameron Staples,
- Co-chair Education
. Commmittee
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Chairs and Co-Chairs of
Schools Readiness

Councils in Towns mth

Severe Needs Schools

Bloomfield & East Granby

Mary F. McKenna , Ph.D,
Co-chair :

. Bloomfield Board of Education
1133 Blue Hills Avenue
Bloomfield, CT 08002
860-769-4240

Mary Ellen Brown, Co-chair
East Granby 2nd Selectman
9 Center Street

"East Granby, CT 06026

860-653-2653
860-6534017 Fax

Enfield

Dorothy Allen

Director of Social Services
47 North Main Street
Enfield, CT 06082
Manchester -

Hanna Marcus, Charr,
Director of Human Services
Town of Manchester

479 Mazin Street

% P.O. Box 191
Manchester, CT,
0680450191
860-647-3092
860-647-3188 fax

Diane Novak
Highland Park School
Principal

397 Porter Street
Manchester, CT .
06040

8606473436
Milford

Or. Francine M.
Farber

Director of Education
Senvices '
Milford Public schools
70 West River Street
Milford, CT 08460
 203-783-3403

Northeast Regional (Brookiyn,
- Killingly, Plainfield, Putnam)

Daniel Rovero Co-chair
126 Church Street
Putnam, CT 06260
B60-963-6800
860-963-6814 Fax

David Cressy Co-chair
Box 210
Daniglson. CT 06239

- B60-779-6600

B60-779-3798 Fax .
Norwich & Groton

Susanne Murphy
Director of Curriculum
Norwich Public School

. 80 Lawler Lane

Norwich, CT 08360
860-8234214
860-823-9948 FAX
Ptymouth N
Carol Doiron

.Director Educational Services

27 Main Street
Terryville, CT 06786
860-314-8008
860-314-2766 FAX

Stafford Springs

George Apuzzi,
Supenmendent
263 East Street
Stafford Public Schools, PO Box

Stafford Springs, CT 06076
860-684-4211
860-684-5172 FAX

John Julian, -

First Selectman

Warren Memorial Town Hall

.One Main Street

Statford Springs, CT 06076
860-684-2130

860-684-9845 FAX

. Torrington and Winchester

John F. Shine Superintendent

Tornn ton Public Schools
igeon Avenue -

Tomn ton, CT 06790-4822

8604892327

860-489-0726 Fax

Vemeon

Alan Slobodien
21 Ward Street

Vemon, CT 06066
B60-872-8591
860-871-9569 fax -

Jackie Wasta .
P.O.Box600 -
Vemon, CT 06068
860-870-6026 -
860-870-0008 - FAX

" West Hartford .

Gwen Rustin

Waest Hartford Public High
Schools

Early Childhood Coordinator
28 South Main Street

West Hartford, CT 06107
860-523-3530
860-586-8412 FAX

" Susan Halstead Fair

Director of Human Services
Town of West Hartforg

$0 South Main Street

West Hartford, CT 06107
860-523-3268
860-523-3266 FAX

For any corrections or
changes call the COC:
860-240-0290

doos

Critical

Needs,

Critical
hoices

A Survey on Children nizations, businesses and/or individual
lioe | Cilizens and parents, focusing on the

Z%Eiglsll%s}tgs needs of children and families.

8y Judith ngers and B Cities report that child care continues to

John E. Kyle : be one of the most pressing needs for

Children and Famifies in children and famllles in cities across

Cities Program , Amerlca

Center for Research and

Program Development

National League of Cities,

March 1996

thﬁghts from a survey on children
and families in America's cities:

B Nearly every responding city is involved
with issues, programs, or policies
affecting children and famifies.

WAt least 73 percent of cities parlicipate
in collaborative activities with schools, ,
neighborhoad groups, non-profit orga-

W ltis true for infants, toddlers, and
preschoolers, Child care is listed as
a pressing need for children from
birth to S years old by 74 percent of
all respondents.

i ltis true for school-age children. For
children from 6 through 9 years old,
child care and before- and after-

. schoo! programs together are seen
as one of the most pressing needs
by 92 percent of all respondents.
Forty-four percent of respond
thought this to be true for children
from 10 to 14.

B ltis true for children from birth

through age 14 in cities of all sizes,
-and in all regions of the United
States [ ] .
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How will the public
know that School
Readiness spaces are
available?

_ Eligible children can be reached
through cable network stations, parent
outreach, public schoo! newsietters,
child care and school programs,
Infoline, social service programs,
economic development programs,
housing infliatives, pediatricians, area
conference of churches, farmily
resource centers, public libraries, -
grocery stores, doctor's and health
clinic offices, and WIC sites. Students
in the elementary grades can take
home questionnaires asking farmilies
there are three and four year olds in
the home. |l

The School Readiness
Checklist is intended 1o facilitate

., wgmmUPDATE‘ o
Reglonal Coﬂaboration

By David A, Cressy, Ph.D. :
Superintendent of Schools Killingly Public Schools

fthough much of the focus implementing the School Readiness Legislation

“has been on Priority School District communities, significant implementa-

tion efforts have occurred in those communities designated as "severe

need schools." One such effort is occurring in northeastern Connecticut
where four communities ~—Killingly, Brooklyn, Plainfield and Putnam —
collaborated to form a Regional School Readiness Council. Northeastemn
Connecticut parallels the 14 Priority School communities with similar rates of
poverty, teen pregnancy and low '
birth weight children. These
problems are exacerbated by rural -
isolation and the lack &f many basic
social services common in larger
communities.

Regional collaboration has long
been a necessity in northeastern
Connecticut making the creation of
an operational Regional School
Readiness Council easy. This
group is atready looking beyond
the borders of the four communities
as they endeavor to establish a
seamless continuum of services for
their youngest citizens. Indeed, the
grant calls for collaborative staff
development and training services
to schools, home day care; and pri-
vate centers. The program will uti-

" lize existing family resource centers
in Plainfield, Kiltingly and Putnam
and a public preschool in Brooklyn.

The objective in a different
piece of legislation, "Sheff vs.
O'Neill," is to reduce the existence
of racial and economic isolation in
Connecticut. That objective is also
incorporated in the northeastern
Regional School Readiness Council
efforts in severai of our state's
poorer rural communities. 1

school readiness planning, I can

- be read and downloaded from the
Commission-on Children internet

- site, wwwi.state.ct.us/coe/
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School Readiness Appropriafions and Bonding

" The Depariment of Social Services is responsibié for the early care component of school readiness. The Department of Education
is responsible for the early education component. Three and four year olds residing in the fourteen priority school districts™ will
receive an early education component with an early care component “wrap-around.” Ncw funding totaling approx:mately $87.43
million for the first two years of a five year phase-in, is as follows: :

School Readiness - | : L FY 199798 . FY 199399

l Deparntment of Education Early Childhood Program - 10,000,000 $19,780.000
- Directs the use of education dollars to provide school readiness for 3- and 4-yr-olds in
the 14 Priority School Districts and Priority Schoals.

B Department of Social Services Early Care "Wrap-Around*- $8,780000 $17,560,000
directs the use of child care subsidy funds to provide early care services in the 14 priarity ‘
school districts for 3 & 4 yearolds.

B DSS funding for state funded child care centers to provide child care services, .$8,760,000 $12,420,000
increase rates paid 10 providers, increase the number of contracted child care slots in
child development centers t0 be constructed.

Y | Supplemental Quality Enhancement Grants- competltlve grants awarded 10 local $2,000,000  $2,000,000
school readiness councils and child care centers to provide comprehensive services, buy
educational equipment. enhance provider education, training and accreditation,
and to conduct minor renovations for code compliance.

#® Regional Accreditation Project- funds five projects to assist licensed providers in $600,000 . -$600,000
becoming National Association for the Education of Young Children accredited. _

W Provider Tralning- funds grants/loans for training and resource and referral. ' $2,000,000  $2,000,000

W Provider Education- funds Connecticut Charts a Course, a career development $263,879 $271,795
program and scholarships administered by the Community Technical Colleges. : ' o

B Provider Criminal Background Checks- funds criminat background checks of provnders $100,000 $100,000
(may be transferred to the Department of Public Health) .

| Program Evaluation- funds a longitudinal study of child care and school readiness $100,000 $100,000

- To't/al Funds Appropriat‘ed‘ - | . | $32,603879 $54,831,795
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- Hartford Suppons the hiring of a director and an admin-

ASampl‘er of Initiatives

These ideas have been waken frum the RFPs that have been submitted ar this -
‘wme. As other councils submit proposals, we will updaze the Sampler.

2

New Britain seeks to increase staff training in the use
of screening instruments to provide earlier identification of
. special needs children. The district application requests
a part time special education teacher to provide services.

Middletown secks an early childhood. coordinator to
strengthen connections among providers, as well as.
- between providers and community agencies. .

Stamford is planning for building expansion. They have
targeted a municipal building as the site for a new school
readiness program which will fund 198 full year, full day

- slots. The city is establishing an Early Childhood Wellness
Team to provide heatth services to children in full day, full
year day care. : '

Danbury seeks o improve quality with a Quality
Enhancement Committee comprised of area NAEYC
accredited programs and-other specialists. They will
- focus on training and technical assistance 10 meet the

raining needs and upgrade quality among early child- * -

hood education providers.

Windham practices true parent leadership by selecting

parents to Co—Chair the School Readiness Council with

an education leader. Priorities are outlined for children

which includes language competency prior to starting

school, parent support and home/school communication.
Windham established a local maximum group/class size
-of 15 to ensure quality care and leaming. . ..

'COMM.ON CHILDREN
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istrative assistant for the School Readiness Council. The
foundation recognized the quality of the work and
success in coordinalion wouid be driven by a formal
commitment to resources locally. :

Opportunity for Growth

The school readiness legislation offers significant low
interest loans tor small, medium and large expansions.
With the increase of over 27,000 children needing care in
just the next two years, growth is projected in both pro-
gramming and facilities expansion. Cities already looking

- 'into building expansion include New Haven, Danbury,

Windham, Norwalk, Manchester,Hartford and Stamford.

Samplé Structures for
Long-Term Planning and
Implementation

Middletown has set up school readiness planning
commitlees to include: grant review, structure, community-
proposals, facilities, grant evolution, central quality
enhancement and long term planning for years 2-5. An
early childhood coordinator will work with the council to
address quality and comprehensive services community
wide.

Stamford has set up full day, full year readiness and
child day care services to be coordinated through a child
care provider network organized by the the Child Care
Center. '

Literacy
Stamford links child care with Reading is Fundamental,

‘Teaching staff will discuss the importance of reading at .

parent conferences. There will be linkages for parents to
Iiteracy volunteers and the Board of Education's adult
basic education courses. The children will go to the
public library as a field trip. -

Middletown will embark on a collaboration between the
town libraries and Head Start. Children will receive library
cards and books will be deposited for programs. Book
lists will be designed and sent home with children.

Children will receive book bags to bring to the library.
Long-Term Issues

Windham points to overall issues for consideration to
include: funds for transportation, the developmentof a
centralized clearing house which coordinates referrals and
offers families simple point of enfry assistance,
consideration of family day care to address non-traditional
work shift hours, standards for programming across
systems, family literacy services, outcome evaluations,
wr?%e discrepancies and socio-economic integration of
children. :
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Ny Darlene C. Raggozine, Professor and Coordinator of Early Childhood Educatlon
o

walk Commun/ry Technical College

The Schoo! Readiness legislation
calls for a professional develop-
ment pian for staff working with
young children. Connecticut
Charts-A-Course (CCAC) is a coordinated
training system for career development
in early care and education. Its goal is to
ensure high quality early childhood
* programs by supporting professional
development of the people who work with
children.

Research consistently identifies a
strong corelation between “the quality of
child care services delivered to

. young children and the qualifica-

~ . tions of the early care and educa-
tion professionals who care for
them.” (Whitebrook, Howes & Phillips,
1889; Galinsky. Howes & Kentas, 1985)

CCAC promotes career path-
ways for early care and education
professionals by recognizing the
accumulation of their experience
as well as their training. The com-
ponents mc|ude

B Registry - Records experi-
ence and training for early care
and education professionals;

W Training Approval Board
{TAB) - Establishes content
and standards for non-credit
training offered throughout the
state as well a5 standards for
those individuals who provide
tralnlng,

B Early Childhood
Articulation Plan -
Articulates non-credit training -
to credit-based programs;
transfers certificate and
associate degrees 10
baccalaureate degree
institutions offering Cormecticut
Early Childhood Teacher
Centification.

N Training Support Fund-
Provides scholarship assis-
tance to income eligible pract-

. tioners who wish to obtain
health and safety training
towards Family Child Care
licensing as well as the training
towards the Child Development
Associate (COA) Credential.

@ Regional Accreditatiou
Facilitation Project - Provides
assistance and incentives to early care
and education settings to abtain
accreditation by the Nationa!
Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC), train staff,
encourage parental involvement and
implement developmentally appropriate -
practice.

For brochures and information about
CCAC cali-1-800-832-7784.

Qua?’hty?
Q uality early care and
education is that
which is most likely to
support children’s positive

health, social and leaming
developmenl

The Cost Quality and
Child Qutcomes study,
which included
Connecticut, found that
across all levels of
matemal education, child
gender and ethnictty,
children’s cognitive and
soclal development all

. posttively related to the

quality of their early
care and education |
experience, Yeotonly one
out of seven sites studied
were high in quality. Most
did not meet the children’s

‘needs for health, safety,

warm relationships or
learning.
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Healthand
Safe
ds

rior to the 1997 Legislative session,

there were no mechanisms in place
to allow for a criminal background check
on any nan-relatives who may have
resided in an informal care giver's
household. Staff in licensed child care
facilities are required to have a criminal
background check. In the case of family
day care, all adults who reside in the
household are required to have that
background check. Individuals choos-
ing informal care do not have the same
protections.

The School Readiness legisfation
expands background checks for all
child care providers in Connecticut to
include a national criminal check and
includes non-relatives who care for
children who receive state subsidies.

Growth in
Pro j
A Sampler

New Britain =

57 school readiness program slots
134 full time, full year school readiness
and child day care program slots

Middletown -

15 school readiness s|ots

35 child day care program slots

61 full time, full year school readiness
and child day care slots

Stamford

102 extended day child day care
program slots

96 full time, full year schoo! readiness
and child day care slots -

Danhury

57 school readiness program slots

S child day care program slots

80 full time, full year school readiness
and child day care slots

Windham
47 full time, full year school readiness
and child day care slots -

State Studies that Inﬂuenced the

Legislation

F ewer than 50 percent of the children in our three largest cmes have

' access to preschool. The schools within these cities where children
did have preschool experience reflected sngnrﬁcantly hlgher scores on
rmastery test scores.

Graustein Memonal Fund, DSS. SDE and COC

A recent study of the state budget requested by Speaker Tom Ritter showed
that Connecticut spends less than 8.5 percent of its state's dollars, or $865
million of its stateis $10 billion general-fund budget on prevention.

Speaker Torn Ritter, Office of Fiscal Analysis

National Stud1es

The Cost, Quality and Child Outcomes study fOund that most child care is

~ mediocre in quality, sufficiently poor to interfere with children’s emotional and
intellectual development. State studies included California, Colorado,
Connecticut and North Carolina. Across all levels of maternal education and
-child gender and ethnicity, children’s cognitive and social development are
positively related 1o the quality of their child care expenence
’QQ.LQua_fmaﬂd_cmtd_anma_. Lynn Kagan.
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Chairs and Co-Chairs

Bridgeport

Judith B. Hurle, Chair -
Board of Education
369 Kossuth Street,
Room 202

Bridgeport, CT 06608
203-576-7410 .

Aima Maya, Co-Chair
.ASPIRA :
1600 State Street

" ‘Bridgepon, CT 06604 .

203-336-5762

Bristol

Denise Carabeta,
Co-Chair :

Bristo! Board of Education
POBox 450 .

Bristol, CT 06011-045
860-584-7754

Marilyn Lobaczewski,
Co-Chair -

Bristol Preschool Child Care
Center C

- 43 School Street

Bristol, CT 06010
860-589-7135

Danbury

Steve Flanagan, Chair

Danbury School Readiness

Council o

One Willow Street

_ Danbury, CT 06810
203-743-9173

Kathy Dzubak, Co-Chair
Community Resource
Center

1 School Ridge Road

" Danbury, CT 06811
203-797-4897 or

- 203-797-4733

Priority School
Readiness Councils

East Hartford

Jim Fallon, Co-Chair
Assistant Superintendent of

~ Schools

31 School Street
East Hartford, CT 06108

. 860-282-3104

. Nancy Thorpe, Co-Chair .
- Supervisor, Early Childhood
" 95 Willowbrook Road

East Hartford, CT 06108

' B60-282-3364

Nancy Fizgerald, Co-Chair

- Executive Director

YMCA

770 Main Street. -

East Hartford, CT 06108
860-289-6612, 569-8964

Hartford

Chris Hall, Co-Chair
Hartford Foundation for

- Public Giving

85 Gillett Street .
Hartford, CT 06105
860-548-1888

Ramon Rojano, Co-Chair
Hartford Dept. of Human
Services ,
2 Holcomb Street
Hartford, CT 06112
860-543-8888

Meriden

* Audrey Burke, Tri-Chair

Early Intervention Program

" 22 Liberty Street

Meriden, CT 06450
2038304177

Eugene E. Luchansky,
Tri-Chair :

. Child Guidance Clinic

117 Lincoln Strest
Meriden, CT 06451
203-2355767

. Nancy Wogman, Tri-Chair

Meriden's Children First
Initiative

105 Miller Street )
Meriden, CT 064504285
203-630-3566

COMM.ON CHILDREN

Middletown

Elizabeth Levering Morgan,
Chair _

Middlesex Coalition for
Children '

30 Gordon Place

. Middletown, CT 06457

860-346-1522

" New Britain

Donald DeFronzo. Co-Chair
Human Resource Agency
180 Clinton Street

New Britain, CT 06053

860-225-8601

Dr. Candace Jones,
Co-Chair

Magnet School Programs
One Liberty Square

- New Biritain, CT 06050-1960

860-872-2222 -

New Haven
-Dr. Verdell Roberts,

Co-Chair -
Associate Supt. of Schools
54 Meadow Street

"New Haven, CT 06519

203-946-8810 -

Alma Ayala, Co-Chair
Mayor's Office
165 Church Street

‘New Haven, CT 06510

203-946-8200

' New London

Diane Klotz, Co-Chair .
New London Public Schools
134 Williams Street

New London, CT 06320

860-447-6000

Susan Murphy, Co-Chair

. Curriculum Director

Board of Education

21 Mahan Drive
Norwich, CT 06360
860-823-4214

Mary Yankura, Co-Chair
LEARN .

44 Harchetts Hill Road
Old Lyme, CT 06371
B60-434-4800 X148

Norwalk

Nina Taylor, Chair
Norwalk Children First
125 East Avenue,

P 0 Box 6001

- Norwalk, CT 06852

203-854-4004

@do16

Stamford

Jennifer Lapin, Chair
Stamford Government
Center gy

888 Washington Blvd.
Stamtord, CT 06904-2152
203-322-2798

Waterbury -

Mayor Philip Giordano.
Chair :

236 Grant Street
Waterbury, CT 06702
203-574-6712 '

Dick Cable; Vice-Chair
Waterbury Public Schools
1443 Thomaston Avenue
Waterbury, CT 06702
203-574-8024

Windham

' Susan Collins, Chair

Board of Education
Windham Public Schoois
P 0 Box 338, Route 14
Windham, CT 06280
860-456-7790

* Annie Clark, Vice Co-Chair

50 Normandy Avenue
Willimantic, CT 06226
860-423-1557

Dawn Cobb, Vice Co-Chair
75 Ridgewood Road
Willimantic, CT 06226

. 860-456-0185

If there are any-additions,
changes, or corrections.

. please call B60-240-0290.
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Connecticut Public
Television
Partners on School
Readiness

CPTV has proposed creatung a
one-hour television workshop for
parents and care providers, The
program will demonstrate effective
parenting, choosing a career as a
child care provider, models of
reading to children, and how to find
good health information for pre-
schoolers. The program and
accompanying materials will be
distributed free by partners such as
libraries, family resource centers,
and the Commission on Children,

Parmers}u S

tatistics overwhelmmgly show

that children succead in
primary and secondary school
when they have had a pre-school
experiance. The work of all the
readiness councils 0 increase
preschool facilities and the quality
of programs is vitally important to .
our communily and economy. }

The legislature, in 1997, made
every bold, very important state-
ment in passing the r=adiness bill:
We are very proud to be a part of
this exciting process as & lender for -
facilities; a trainer for small business
management of child care busi-
nesses; and employee volunteers
serving on readiness councils.”

'COMM.ON CHILDREN N . T

schoolRezdmsUPD ATE

| Accreditation Reflects Quality |

he School Readiness Legislation has paved the way for enduring

safety and quality in our programs. The legislation funds the Greater

Hantford Accreditation Facilitation Project (AFP) and four new regional

support projects. The new projects will replicate the Hartford mode!,
providing local facilitators to work in each region.

The Hartford AFP has provided support and assistance to child care programs
seeking National
Association for the
Education of Young
Children (NAEYC) accred-
itation since September
1991. The goal of the
accreditation project is to
improve the quality of early
care and education
SErVICes.

A 1897 study by the
National Center for the ;
Early Childhood Workforce
found that accredited
programs were six
times more likely to be
rated good to excellent
in quality than
non-accredited
programs. The'study also
potnted out that centers
receiving intensive sup-
por, such as the support
provided through the AFP
model, achieved accredi-
tation at more than twice
the rate of other programs
receiving moderate or no
support.

When you participate in
the accreditation process,
there are three major
steps.

W First, you receive self-study materials to measure your program against .
national standards. AFP helps by giving individualized assistance,
including site visits, staff and parent meetings, group meetings with oth-
ers seeking accreditation and financial aid needed to aliow your pro-
gram to meet national standards.

B Second, when you feel your program mieets the standards NAEYC visits
your site and validates your program description.

B Third, your program will be accredited or defered. To date, 51 of the 99
participant sites have achieved NAEYC accreditation while others are
involved in various stages of the process.

For information and workshop dates, cail Deb Flis, Greater Hartford
Accreditation Facilitation Project Coordinator 860-257-1104.

David E.A. Carson:
CEO, Peoples’ Bank

Pubfished by the Connechcut Commission on Children :
18-20 Trinity Steet, Hartford, CT 06106

860-240-0280. FAX 860-240-0248




SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR THE FIRST LADY
January 28, 1998

Child Care Expert: Professor Ed Zigler, Yale University. Professor Zigler is a national
expert on early learning and quality child care. He is currently Sterling Professor of Psychology at
Yale University, where he is also director of the Bush Center in Child Development and Social
Policy. He will highlight the recent brain research on the importance of experiences in the earliest
years of a child’s life and the connection between quality child care and children’s development. .

Suggested Question: You’ve talked about the importance of quality child care for
children’s healthy development. What are the elements of quality?

Parent: Lisa Edmonds. Ms. Edmonds and her husband have two daughters, a three year old
and a nine year old. When her second daughter was born premature, Ms. Edmonds decided to
stay at home with her for the first year. At the end of the year, Ms. Edmonds returned to work
and was very concerned about the quality of child care her daughter would receive. After a
careful search, she chose the Women’s League Child Care Center (the oldest child care facility in
Connecticut) which has both a nurse and a social worker on site. Ms. Edmonds will discuss her
initial worries about child care and her views about how quality child care has helped her
daughter.

Suggested Question: What advice can ybu give to other parents who are looking for the
right child care setting for their children?

Provider: Pam Ryder. Ms. Ryder has cared for two year olds at the Mother Goose Child Care -
Center for nine years. She is one of four child care providers who recently received the Hartford
Child Care Collaborative’s Quality Child Care Award. (She was recognized for her work with
infants and toddlers.) Ms. Ryder will discuss what she sees as the important elements of quality
child care for young children.

Suggested Question: You talked about how you work with parents to.assure that their
children are thriving. Can you tell us more about your relationship with the parents of the
children you care for?

Government: Joyce Thomas, Commissioner, Connecticut Department of Social Services.
Appointed by Governor John Rowland in January 1995, Joyce Thomas is the Commissioner of
the State of Connecticut’s Department of Social Services. The Department of Social Services
administers public assistance, medical assistance, food stamps, job-training, child support
enforcement, and child care, among other services. Ms. Thomas will discuss why government
should address early learning and will describe Conneécticut’s recently enacted School Readiness -
Legislation, which will support and educate parents, improve the safety and quality of child care,
and ensure that all children reach school ready to learn.

Suggested Question: 1 understand that you have been involved in employment and job




training for many years. Would you talk more about how safe, quality child care can both
help parents work and children thrive?

~ Health Professional: Angela Crowley, Professor, Yale University School of Nursing. Ms.
Crowley is an Associate Professor at Yale University School of Nursing, and practices as a
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner in Hamden, Connecticut. She has focused her scholarly work,
research and professional activities.on promoting health in child care and linking child care
providers with health professionals. She will address the role that health care professionals can

. play in ensuring that child care is healthy, safe, and developmentally appropriate for young
children. :

Suggested Question. How can we best build connections between health professionals
and child care providers, particularly those providers who care for children in their homes?

Educator: Dr. Eddie Davis, Superintendent, Manchester Public Schools. Dr. Davis is the
Superintendent of the Manchester Public Schools and was formerly Superintendent of the
Hartford Public Schools. He is currently working on a “community collaborative” in Manchester
to improve early learning and ensure that children are ready to learn when they enter school. This
collaborative is one of a number of local partnerships created by the School Readiness Legislation
recently enacted in Connecticut. Dr. Davis will discuss the connection between early learning and
school readiness.

Suggested Question: You noted that you have worked extensively on what you refer to as
community collaboratives. Why do you think that these local partnerships are important?

Business Leader/Civic Leader: David Carson, CEO, People’s Bank. Mr. Carson is the Chief
Executive Officer of People’s Bank and has been active in the statewide effort to improve child
care. Specifically, he was a key supporter of the state’s recent early childhood legislation. He will
address the connection between quality early learning and workforce productivity and the role of
the business community in child care and early childhood development.

Suggested Question: Can you tell us why you got involved in early learning and school
readiness? Why should other business leaders be interested in these issues?
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Eddie L. Davis

Dr. Eddie L. Davis is the Superintendent of the Manchester Publie Schools in
Manchecter, Connecticut. He was former Superintendent of the Hartford Public
Schools and a twenty-two year veteran of the Hartford Public School System having -
come up through the ranks as a teacher, vice prlncrpal and ten years as principal of

-Weaver High School.

" A native of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, he earned his Bachelor's and Master s of
Science degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Stout. He started his teaching

_career in the Baltimore City Schools and earned hrs 6th Year Certificate and Ph.D.
from the University of Connecticut.

_ - Dr. Davis is active in the Hartford community through hrs rnvolvement in civic
organizations. Among the organizations are the Hartford Courant Foundation Board, a
founding member of the Black Men's Society, the American Leadership Forum, the
Walter ‘Doc’ Hurley-Hartford Courant Scholarship Board, Hartford Hospital and
St. Francis-Mt. Sinai Hospital Corporator. Dr. Davis is also the Senior Warden of the
Vestry of St: Monica Episcopal Church, .

Dr. Davis is the recipient of awards from the NAACP Greater Hartford Chapter.
Hartford Seminary's Black Ministries Program, the Milken Family Foundation National
Educator Award, The Greater Hartford National Associatior of Negro Business and
Profescional Women's Club inc. and the Natronal Conference's Human Relations -
Award.

Dt. Davis is married to Susan Rodgers Davis and is the father of two daughters,
Christinz and Michelle. ‘

.02
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Hartford Area

" Child Care Collaborative

85 Gillett Strest, Hartford, CT 06105
(860) 241-0411 voice (860) 524-8346 fax
E-mail <haccc@hartnet.org>

http:/www.hartnet.org/haccc

Fax
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Judith Goldfarb is Executive Director of the Hartford Area Child Care Collaborative, a
project of the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving. This agency is committed to
improving and supporting high quality child care. Under Judy’s direction, the
Collaborative provides a forum for policymakers, educators, parents, providers, advocates
and employers to cffect positive change, maximize resources, eliminate duplication of
services, and exchange information about child care in the Hartford region. Judy has spent
a lifetime involved with young children as a mother, an elementary school teacher and
director of the state’s first nationally accredited school-age child care program. As a
former National School-Age Care Alliance board member, she cutrently serves on their

* Accreditation and National Standards Committee. Judy serves as a validator and mentor
for the National Association for the Education of Young Children, is a popular local,
regional and national workshop presenter and lecturer, and oversees the Greater Hartford
Accreditation Facilitation Project, as well as the Quality Child Care Teacher Award
Campaign. Judy is a Senior Fellow of the American Leadership Forum.

Judybio.doc
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« - Hartford Area , ' X
Child Care Collaborative \W’
85 Glllett Street, Hartford, CT 06105 -

(860) 241-0411 voice (880) 524-8346 fax . e
E-mall haccc@hartnet.org o M Moid %‘, »
FAX: Neera Tanden 202.456.2878 Coh

First Lady’s Forum, Hartford, CT 1/28/98 Panel Cunsid'cra;ion '

TEACHERS . : - .
Jacquelynne Olson  Batcheldar School kindergarten teacher  860.249.5897
Christine Richards ~ Waverly School kindergarten teacher 860.549.2020
both these teachers are in Hartford, both have been in public school settings for
20+ years and considered leaders by their peers, building administrators and have
served on countless early childhood committees, understanding that children and
families have tremendous social and health needs to be ready to come to school. W‘

They understand the importance of preschool programs and working in
q&m\\ partnership. g o b&»ﬂ'g{ fr/awn- WWS ¥ v

*Jenny Hernadez Migratory progt: works with preschoolers in their homes W\ M
y gy a St

Barnard Brown  (public school program 860.722.8919 ) 5(

s
Elaine Bamford " 1° grade teacher, Norfeldt School, West Hartford 2\/‘ M
860.233.4421 ‘

former child care provider and health background, excellent teacher. Also W

o
¢

understands early childhood needs

Health professional
Paul Dworkin, M,D,, St. Francis Hospital 860.714 5020

) \
Margaret MacLaren, M.D. CT Children's Medical Center 860.545,9330 \ o
Business/Civic Leader o : . 4
David Carson/CEO People’s Bank W
Ana Maria Garcia . v\?EO/YWCA Hartford School Board of Trustees w‘&ﬂb

M()JA Child Care \G!lfer Award Winners (Providers) $¢
€~ pam Ryder~ infant/toddler wihner South Windsor :

%I(M — *Mirta Matias preschool wipner ~ Hartford

Virginia Hoerle school-age  Hartford

W

AT Susan Diamond family child care | Tolland

0L WA Bty cmfé’h“ﬁﬁﬁ\laxsw v

~ Hood Beth Bye ccreditation Facilitation Project

B ' policy and practice/former Trinity Child Care Director

Uy frnis? S o 860.257.1402
Deboreh Flis  Statewide Accreditation Facilitation coordinator 860.257.1104 ¢
*Ida Gilbert  Family Child Care Training 860.280.0185
Judith Goldfarb Htfd, Area Child Carg Collab 860.241.0411
] policy, former provider, community collaboration
Jean Berkwitt . teacher training and practice .= - 860.232.2773

| b WW |yt ) gWIMW
Firet Lady.doo \ )((M
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10:35 203 568 1280 COMM.ON CHILDREN
State of Cormecticut
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
COMMISSION ON CHILDREN
18 - 20 TRINITY STREET
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 08106
PHONE: (880) 240-0290
FAX; (860) 240-0248
TO: + . Jennifer Klein and Neera Tanden
FROM: Elaine Zimmerman
DATE: Jamuary 22, 1998
Re: . Childcare Forum

We are so pleased that the First Lady will be coming to Connecticut to host a forum on childcare.
As promised, enclosed please find names for possible panelists. o

Business; David Carson
CEO People’s Bank
Bridgeport, CT

Mr. Carson has been mvolved in the cconomic development of this state for over a decade. He is the most
trusted and successful banker. His work in early childhood lends itself to this event, as he is quite eloquent
on the linkages between early childhood and lifelong learning. He can also well connect issucs of
workforce and productivity to childearc.

Civic Leader:  Ramon Rojano
City of Hartford Human Services Director
Chair, School Readiness Council

Ramon is a Puerto Rican leader highly regarded in the city. He chairs the local council that will determine
preschool need as well as facilities expansion for childcare. He presents wcll.

‘Hartford City Experts

Deb Flis.
Accreditation Project

Deb Flis will oversee the accreditation of centers statewide. Her work m Hartford has been so successful
that she was the natural hire for the statewide expansion of our accreditation efforts.

8
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Policy Leaders l

Tom Ritter is the Democratic Speaker of the House. He is the key person behind the legislation that just

passed. It was his budget study which showed that Connecticut invested less than 10% on prevention, that

laumched the school readiness bill. He went public saying it was time we put our dollars on the front end,
" not the back end and used his budget study to force prevention and eatly childhood into the public arena.

Ritter was also the key leader to movc our recent child health care bill. If we discuss the legislation, his

presence would be key in whatever funct:on seems ﬁtl:mg to you. :

. Child Care Proﬂders ‘

"It makes good sensc to honof thosc who received Best Practice Awards fot the Hartford Child Care
Collaborative, The names of the wirmers include:

" Virginia Hurle for school-age Cadd (O Prov eno
‘Mertta Mathias for preschool ~ W \ \’\'faa M == dw -

- Susan Diamon, Family Child Care .
Pam Ryder, Mother Goose Child Care

T had rccent opportunity to observe a family day carc provider form Meriden. Connccticut with her new
baby. She runs a family day care program called “Angels in Training” and is President of the Family Day
Care Network in Meriden, a working class conservative town. She was extraordinary with her baby and the
baby was extraordinary in the class. If you wanted a mother and child to show on stage what love is about,
she is able to both talk and hold her baby at thc same time and offers a calm realistic frame on childcare. .

If you want a male director, to fall out of the gender bias in our field, thn Joyce heads the Simpson-
Waverly Daycare facility in Hartford which is a city run site, NAEYC accredited and quite good.

Another outstanding provider is Jane Norgten in Stamford, Connecticut. She has one of the best programs
in the state. It integrates dollars, programs, health, ctc. We have put her on television and she docs
outstandmg work.

Health

Angela Crowley is a health practitioner connected to Yale, She has worked with Joan Lombardi on the
national level and understands beautifully the liukages between health and childcare. She presents well, is
- relaxed and highly skilled in this area of health, learning and safety.

Literacy

Dr. Pau] Dworkin, a pediatrician at St. Francis Hospital is quite eloquent on the new brain research. 1
worked with him on the New England conference the same day that the Clinton’s hosted the White House
conference on the brain. He also runs a Reach oot and Read program and nnderstands the linkage been
brain research, healthcare and early language acquisition, He is very good on the importance of early
language Ihmubh story, repcntmn rhyme and being read to.

Janc Glover is both the mayor of New London and a librarian. She i is l:ughly skilled in carly languagc
acquisition and fluency. She is African Amencm

Television

On the television side we have CPTV recently funded by Travelers Foundation to help train child care
practitioners in quality issues. The President is Jerry Franklin and the Vice President is Larry Rifkin.

Larry brought Batney to public television. He is a gem, CPTV does 15 hours of children's programmmg
every day, : i

fuins Ik on L. o Ol
Sa\r of HoUuct ) W bA2a s o s Tom O -
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We also have the Singers here who are the experts on children watching too much telcvision. They are
very good on the connection of quality care and television use. They are also cxpert on how to use
television positively. Mrs. Singer presents quite well. :

Parents

T have contacted the head of the Hartford Parent Network, Jcff Brown to aceess parents. He himself is quite
good. T just went with him to Ohio 1o present on parent leadership and participation in children's policics.
He will forward us a few names in the next 24 hours, '

Patricia Ward is the grandmother of a two-year old child who was killed in a childcare ceater in our state.
She has spoken on this issue and is quite good. Itis a tragic case with an ‘eloquent spokesperson on the
need for quality, standards and substantive oversight of facilities ' '

Foundations

Maria Mojeca is with the Graustein Foundation. She oversees the Children First Initiative which helps
communities look at the needs of young children. She is a skilled organizer, highly regarded with good
presence. She is able articulate on the neighborhood and community level for young children.

Anika Warren is with the Hartford Foundation. She was formerly a worker in the teen pregnancy field and
she fully understands the links between prevention and good late outcomes, She staffs the school readiness
work for Hartford: She is quite warm, casy to intetview and offers 2 vibrant interview,

Let us know if we can offer any other information. Pat Estill, our press officer is plad to coordinate with
your press. She is from Weekly Reader Magazine and has a good handle on sound bites, contacts, etc.

As discussed, T am glad to be on the panel if this would be uscful. Also, we are glad to provide phone
numbers, mailing lists, and staffing, as needed. » : .

P.S. National Experts in the state include:

Sharon Lynn Kagan
James Comer
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State of onmecticnt
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

COMMISSION ON CHILDREN

18 - 20 TRINITY STREET
HARTFORD. CONNECTICUT 06106
PHONE: (860) 240-020
FAX: (860) 24D-0248

TO: Jennifer Klein and Neera Tanden
FROM: Elaine Ziromerman ,
DATE: Ianuary 22,1998

Re: . Childcare Forum

We are so pleased that the First Lady will be coming to Connecticut to host a forum on childeate.
As promised, enclosed plcase find names for possible panelists.

Business: David Carson

CEO People’s Bank

Bridgeport, CT
Mr. Carson has been involved in the economic development of this state for over a decade. He is the most
trusted and successful banker. His work i carly childhood lends itsclf to this event, as he is quite cloquent

on the linkages between early childhood and lifelong leaming. He can also well conncct issues of
workforce and productivity to childcare.

Civic Leader;  Ramon Rojano _
City of Hartford Human Services Director
Chair, School Readiness Council
Ramon is a Puerto Rican leader highly regarded in the city. He chairs the local council that will determine
+ preschool need as well as facilities expansion for childcare. He presents well. '
Hartford City Experts
Deb Flis
Accreditation Project

Deb Flis will oversee the accreditation of centers statewide. Her work in Hartford has been so successful
that she was the natural hire for the statewide expansion of our accreditation efforts.

Policy Leaders

€ Pninted an recyclen paper
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| Stute of Qormectiont
Tom Ritter is the Democratic Speaker oGENERALIASSEMG1p¥rson behind the legislation that just
passed. It was his budget study which showed that Copnecticut invested less than 10% on prevention, that
launched the school readiness bill. He went publi®EE R was time we put our dollars on the front end,
not the back end and nsed his budget study to fo f : n and early childhood into the public arena.
Ritter was also the key leader to move our recent fi care bill. If we discuss the legislation, his
presence would be key in whatever fincton seetlizs

Child Care Providers .
‘ OMMI(S ILDR '
It makes good sense to honor those w%o receiveSA yst%a%je’hwagys for the Hariford Child Care
Collaborative. The names of the winners ingjudg; TRINITY STREET |
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106

Virginia Hurle for school-age . PHONE: (860) 240-0290
Merta Mathias for preschool FAX: (Bsq) 240-0248
Susan Diamon, Family Child Care

Pam Ryder, Mother Goose Child Care

I had recent opportunity to observe a family day care provider form Meriden, Connecticut with her new
baby. She mns a family day care program called “Angels in Training™ and is President of the Family Day
Care Network in Metiden, a working class conservative town. She was extraordinary with her baby and the
baby was extraordinary in the class. If you wanted a mother and child to show on stape what  love is about,
she is able to both talk and hold her baby at the same time and offers a calm realistic frame on childcare.

If you want a male director, to fall out of the gender bias in our field, John Joyce heads the Simpson-
Waverly Daycare facility in Hartford which is a city run site, NAEYC accredited and quite good.

Another outstanding provider is Jane Norgren in Stamford, Connecticut. She has one of the best programs
in the state. Tt integrares dollars, programs, health, etc. We have put her on'television and she does
ouistanding work. ‘

Health

Angela Crowley is a health practitioner connected to Yale. She has worked with Joan Lombardi on the
national level and understands beautifully the linkages betwcen health and childcare. She presents well, is
relaxed and highly skilled in this area of health, learning and safety.

Literacy

14
Dr. Pau) Dworkin, a pediatrician at St. Francis Hospital is quite eloquent on the new brain research, |
worked with him on the New England conference the same day that the Clinton’s hosted the White House
confcrence on the brain. He also runs a Reach out and Read program and understands the linkage been
brain research, healthcare and early language acquisition. He is very good on the fmiportance of early
language through story, repetition, rhyme and being read to. .

Paul Dworkin -

Jane Glover is both the mayor of New London and a librarian. She is highly skilled in early langunage
acquisition and fluency. She is African American. .

Television

On the television side we have CPTV.recently fimded by Travelers Foundation to help train child care
practitioners in quality issues, The President is J erry Franklin and the Vice President is Larry Rifkin,

< PuiAted on recycied paner
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Larty brought Barpey ta public television, He is a gem. CPTV does 15 hours of children’s pmgrunuung
every day.

We also havc the Singers here who are the experts on children watching too much television. They are
very good on the comnection of quality care and television use. They are also cxpert on how to use
televigion posmvely Mrs. Singa presents quite well,

" Pavents

1 have contacted the head of the Hartford Parent Network, Jeff Brown to access parcnts. He himself is quite
good. I just went with him to Ohio to present on parent leadership and participation in children’s puhcles
l-lewulforwardusafcwnamcsmﬂrenextu hours. ‘ .

Patricia Ward is the grandmother of a two-year old child who was lullcd in a childcare center in our state.
She has spoken on this issue and is quite good. It is a tragic case with an eloquenl spokesperson on the
need for quality, standards and substn.nﬂvc ovmlght of facilities,

Foundattons

Mam Mojeca is with the Grausiein Foundation. She oversees the Chﬂdren First Initiative which helps
commumities look at the needs of young children. She is a skilled organizer, highly regarded with good
presence. She is able articulate on the ncxghborhood and commnmrty level for young children.

Anika Warren is with the Hartford Foundation. She was formerly 2 worker in the teen prcgnancy field and -
she fully understands the links between prevention and good late outcomes. She staffs the school readmess
work for Hartford, She is quite warm, easy to mtervncw and offers a vibrant interview.

Let us know If we cean offer any other mformaﬁou Pat Estill. our press officer is glad to coordinate with
your press. She is from Weekly Reader Magazine and has 2 good handle on sound bites, contacts, erte.

As discussed, | am glad to be on the panel if this would be useful. Also, we are glad to provide phone
numbers, mailing lists, and staffing, as nceded.

P.S. National E_xpem in the state include:

Ed Zigler
Sharon Lynn Kagan
James Comer

TELEPHONE NU)

@oo4

9

==

David Carson

Ramon Rojano _ 860-543-8860

Deb Flis T | 860-257-1104

Tom Ritter _ B "~ | 860-240-8500

Virgina Hurle , | 860-243-0659

Mezta Mathias T ' | 860-280-0100

Susan Diamon ' | 260-872-7210

Pam Ryder | o ' j 860-644-9568

Paul Dworkin N | 8607144455 or 60-714-3020

Jane Glover B 5 860441-6750 ‘

Angela Crowley . 203-737-2548 _ an) \ LA A-

Jerry Franklin - ' [ 860-278-3310 -~ | i
| Tarry Rifian ] 860-278-5310 ext 1232

-2’) “33 k-
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Mrs Singer 203432-4565
Jeff Brown 860-280-3187
Patricia Ward 860-295-5341
Maria Mojeca 203-498-4030
Anika Watren 860-548-1888
Pat Estill 860-240-0024
Ed Zigler | 203-432-4576 or 4324575 . / 707 - z@@f
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Eddie L. Davis -

- Dr. Eddie L. Davis is the Superintendent of the Manchester Publie Schools in
rfanchceter, Cennacticut. He was former Superintendent of the Hartford Public
Schools and a twenty-two year veteran of the Hartford Public School System having
come up through the ranks as a teacher, vice principal, and'ten years as principal of
Weaver High School. : : o

- A native of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, he earned his Bachelor's and Master’s of
Science degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Stout. He started his teaching
career in the Baltimore City Schools and earned his 6th Year Certificate and Ph.D. -

. from the University of Connecticut. , s
Dr. Davis is active in the Hartford community through his involvement in civic
organizations. Among the organizations are the Hartford Courant Foundation Board, a
- founding member of the Black Men's Society, the American Leadership Forum. the
Walter ‘Doc’ Hurley-Hartford Courant Scholarship Board, Hartford Hospital and
St. Francis-Mt. Sinai Hospital Corporator. Dr. Davis is also the Senior Warden of the
Vestry of St. Monica Episcopal Church. 1 ‘
Dr. Davis is the recipient of awards from the NAACP Greater Hartford Chapter.
-Hartford Seminary's Black Ministries Program, the Milken Family Foundation National
Educator Award, The Greater Hartford National Associatior: of Negro Business and
~ Professional Women's Club,Inc. and the National Conference’s Human Relations
Award. : K
.. - Dt.Davis is married to Susan Rodgers Davis and is the father of two daughters,
Christine and Michelle. - o

.02
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Angela Crowley-January 28, 1998

Some of the mest difficult moments for parents are the times when we

must let go. But there is no more wrenching moment then when we hand

- over our babies to other caregivers. We must trust in that moment of lett
go that child care providers will keep them safe and provide a healthy,
stimulating, and nurturing environment. We trust that caregivers will :
understand the developmental and emotional needs of young children, that
the staff and all the children in the program are immunized, that the
providers not only maintain an environment that stimulates their young
minds but an environment that is clean and free from harm. We trust as
parents that the toys are not only developmentally appropriate but there are
no small parts on which a young child could choke. We trust that caregivers
will not only model good social behavior but will teach our children good
health habits that can last a life time. We trust that the playground provides
not only hours of fun and opportunities for promoting motor development
but that the equipment is safe.- And if our children fall they will not only be
comforted by vigilant providers but they will be saved from injury because of
appropnate surface materials.

For many children in this country, child care is an ennchmg, safe, and
healthy experience. It is an experience which stimulates their development,
promotes their health, and prepares them, ready to learn, for elementary ,
education. Experienced and educated child care providers not only keep our
children healthy and safe in a developmentally appropriate environment,
they also care for and promote the development of the young family. In their
day to day encounters with parents, they teach and support parenting skills.
They assist families with accessing health care and community resources.
Knowlegeable child care providers are often the first to identify health
problems and developmental lags and they are eager to assist families with
seeking out early intervention services. Educated child care providers
integrate special needs and chronically ill children into their programs and
foster acceptance and mdependence regardless of disabilities.

Unfortunately, most children and parents in this country do not have
access to the high quality, healthy and safe care I describe. Either because of an
insufficient supply of good care or an inability to pay, children are left daily in
child care situations which threaten their development, their health, and

~ even their lives.
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Choosmg child care and understandmg what are the characteristics of
high quality healthy, safe, and developmentally appropriate child care isa
complex and almost overwhelming task for parents. But we know what
constitutes good care. Early childhood professionals have defined
components of high quality, developmentally appropriate programs and they
have created an accreditation process to identify those programs. So too, we
know what are the characteristics of healthy and safe care. Through support
from the Maternal Child Health Bureau, the American Public Health
Association and the American Academy of Pediatrics have published the

National Health and Safety Performance Standards: Guidelines for Qut-of-

home Chijld Care Programs, and_Stepping Stones to_the Standards, which
dentlﬁes approximately 200 standards which are critical for healthy and safe

care.*

By adopting these standards in our state child care regulations we can
strengthen the quality of child care programs. However, regulations are of
. little benefit unless we aggressively seek to bring unregulated care into the
system, increase the number of hcensors, and conduct ﬁ-equent
unannounced visits. -

Recently, a child care director told me that "the health decisions in
child care are hard decisions.” Understanding the sequencing and the
purpose of spedific immunizations, how to care for children with chronic
conditions such as asthma, knowing when to exclude ill children, are hard
tasks for child care providers. They are early childhood professionals not
health professionals, and they deserve our support. We must provide
caregivers with the information and training to maintain healthy and safe
programs and to assist children and families with accessing health and early
intervention services. We can and must develop child care health "warm
lines" to assist parents and providers and we must utilize our local libraries
and other community centers as access points for information and resources.

Connecucut is the only state which reqmres weekly health consultation
to child care centers and group homes, which enroll infants and toddlers. In a
study of child care directors' perceptions of this regulation, 85% of the sample
believed that weekly health consultation was important or very important,
and approximately 75% of the directors wanted consultation weekly or more
frequently. However, the cost of health consultation was a problem for more
than one-third of the sample. Child care providers recognize the necessity to
link with and utilize health professionals in order to maintain high quality
programs, and we must support their efforts to identify as well as finance
health consultation. We also must expand that linkage to all child care
programs.
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For this reason, President Clinton's Child Care Initiative is so critical.
This important proposal will address many of the factors which prevent
parents’ access to and the supply of high quality, affordable child care. In
particular, the Early Learning Fund will provide challenge grants to
communities to strengthen training on safety and health issues, including the _
care of special needs children**. 'These grants will support parent education, !
home visits, access to health consultants, assistance in meeting licensing
requirements, and the reduction of group sizes and child-to-staff ratios.

- The linkage between health, early childhood care, and parent
involvement is not a new idea. Dr. Zigler, you were aware of this more than
30 years ago when you developed Head Start, a model program. Now more
than ever, America's children and families need to trust that the licensed care
which they choose will be healthy, safe, and developmentally appropriate.

1

*I plan to bring copies to show briefly. These standards are the foundation of
the current Healthy Child Care. America Campaign, which is funded and
administered by the Maternal Child Health Bureau and the Child Care

- Bureau. » ‘ ' B .

**Although the initiative does not specifically address special needs children,

it seems that these grants can be utilized for this population as well as for
those who are without disabilities. ? 5

TOTAL P.B4
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EDWARD ZIGLER
~ BIOGRAPHY

Edward Zigler received a B.S. at the University of Missouri at Kansas City and

obtamed his Ph.D. in clinical psychology from the Unlversny of Texas at Austin in 1958.
He taught at the University of Missouri at Columbla for one year before coming to Yale |

Umversrty in 1959, | |

Professor Zigler was a member of the National Plannlng and Steerlng Committee
‘of both Project Head Start and Project Follow Through. In 1970, he was named by
President Nixon to become the first Director of the Office of Child Development (now
the Administration on 'Childrenl. Youth and Families) and‘Chief: of the U.S. Children's
Bureau. While in Washington, Dr. Zigler was responsible for administering the nation's
Head Start program. As Director of OCD, he led the efforts in conceptualizing and
mounting such innovative programs as Heaith Start Home Start, Education for
Parenthood, the Child Development Associate Program, and the Child and Family
Resource Program. | ' |

Upon leaving government, Dr. Zigler continued to assist policy makers by serving
on the President's Committee on Mental Retardation and, at President Ford's request,
chairing the Vietnamese Ghrldren s Resettlement Advrsory Group. In 1980 ngler was
called upon by Presrdent Carter to chair the Fifteenth Anniversary Head Start
Committee, a body charged with'_plottihg the future course of this major intervention
‘program. Recently he was a member of the Advisory Committee on Head Start Quality
© and Expansion and of the planmng committee for the Early Head Start
program for families and children ages zero to three ‘

Professor Zigler has served as a special consultant to numerous Cabinet rank

officers and prtv_ate foundations. ‘He also appears with regularity as an expert withess '
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Zigler Bio (con't) : V;‘ o - 5

before many Congressional committees, and is freqeently called upon by the medie to
comment on social policy issues concerning our nation's cHildren and families.

At Yale, Professor Zigler directs a distinguished Iaboretory engaged ina variety
of basic arrc; applied studies ef' child development and family'fUnctidning. His scholarly
work cuts across the ﬁelds of mental retardation. psychopathology, intervention
programs for ebonomleally disadvantaged children, and the effects of out-of-home care
on the children of working parents. He headed a natfonel committee of distinguished
Americans charged with examining the possibrhty of makmg mfant care Ieaves a reality
m America, work that inspired the Family and Medrcal Leave Act of 1993.

Professor Zigler is the: author or editor of 26 books and has produced over 500
scholarly articles. He is a member of the edltonal boards of 10 professional journals

Dr. Zigler has recelved numerous honors including the Harold W. McGraw, Jr.
Prize in Education and awards from the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr., Foundation, the
American Psychological Association, the American Acaderny of Pediatrics, the National
Association for Retarded Citizens, the American Assodiatien on 'Mental Deficiency, the
National Academy of Sciences the American Acedemy of Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry, the National Head Start Association, and the Amencan Orthopsychratnc
Association, where he was the 1993-94 President. o

Professor Zigler is currently Sterllng Professor of Psychology at Yale Umversny,
where he is also drreqtor of the Bush Center in Child Development and Sacial Policy.

He is the Head of the Psychology Sectidn‘of Yale's Child Sttrdy Center.

6/87
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ASsociat’e's Say First'I-,ady"
Is Pragmat1c In A Crisis

By BRIGID 'SCHULTE
' nght Ridder Newspapers

" WASHINGTON — How can she stand it?
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s friends and supporters
say she doesn’t believe former intern Monica

Lewinsky's allegations that she had an 18-month

affair with the president. But even more, they say, the

first lady loves her husband. She believes they are on ’

a mission to put a humane face on pohncs
And she can take it. :
- “Hillary has a very strong sense of identity,” said

_the Rev. Don Jones, an ethics professor, Methodist
-youth minister to Clinton and a longtime friend. “If
she were an insecure person, if her life depended on

what other people thought;, then of course, she would
be an alcohohc comm1t su1C1de or do somethmg
crazy.”

Detractors tal(e a more cymcal tone, suggestmg
that her relationship with her husband is a compli-
cated partnership. She has stuck with him through
a]legatlons of a 12-year affalr with Genmfer Flowers

Please: see HILLARY, Page ps
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CONGRESSWOMAN BARBARA B. _KENNELLY’S
RECORD ON CARING FOR CHILDREN

Barbara Kennelly has fought to provide safe and quahty care for children for more
than twenty years. Even before coming to Congress, she worked to improve the lives of
children as the President of Catholic Family Scrvices in Hartford. When elected to
represent Connecticut’s First Congressional District, one of the first bills she introduced
was landmark legislation to increase child support collections from delinquent parents. -
'The measure, known as the Child Support Enforcement Amendments of 1984, required
among other things that money be directly withheld from the paychecks of absentee
parents who refused to comply with court-ordered child support. This law in
combination with otber efforts helped increase child support collections in Connecticut -
from $39 million in 1983 to $117 million in 1995.

Her most recent legislative accomplishmcnt also reflects Congresswoman
Kennelly’s continuing commitment to the safety and well being of children. She
coauthored a new bipartisan law that will speed the adoption of children mn foster care,
and that will help prevent child abuse. The legislation, which was enacted late last year,
now provides financial bonuses to states that find adoptive homes for foster care children
and outlines specitic precautions to prevent children from being returned to abusive
homes. - ‘

~ Of course, Congresswoman Kennelly also recognizes the dlﬁiculty many parcnts
have in finding safe and affordable day care for their children. To help low-income
- working families pay for quality child care, Congresswoman Kennelly helped lead the
hght in 1990 and 1993 to expand the Eamed Income Tax Credit (EITC). As a result,
more than 130,000 families in Connécticut now benefit from the EITC, which can
provide a working family with up to an addmonal $3 600 every year to care for their
children.

Congresswoman Kennelly also realizes that welfare reform cannot work without a
commitment to quality child care. And that’s why in 1995, she offered an amendment in
committee that would have prevented mothers from being penalized for not working if
they were unable to find day care for their children. The amendment was defcated, but it
helped framc the debate from that point on. As a result, the final welfare bill signed into
law increased c¢hild care funding by over $4 billion and prevented mothers with children
under the age of six from being cut off when they were unable to work because they did
not have access to child care.
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Brief Biography .
- Elaine Zimmerman

E]ame memerman is the Executive Duector of the Conncctlcut Commission on Children. In
this office she reviews children’s policy and programs and reports to the Executive, Legislative and
Judicial branches oun recommendations in children’s legislation. Ms. Zimmerman staffs a Business
Advisory of twenty four corporate pres1dents and manages a Parent Leadersmp Insntute to help
parents become active leaders for clnldten in the state: .

Ms. Zimmerman co-designed Connecncut s School Readiness Campaign, which involves:
business, parents, the legislature, and early childhood educators. It has become a state model of
policy and public education for young children and their families to attain the first National Education
Goal with five component parts: 1) model state policy; 2) upbeat public education; 3) community
capacity building; 4) business leadership linking child development and economic development; and 5)
parent leadership. Ms. Zimmerman recently launched a state outreach effort for the public to discuss.
the block grants and their impact on readiness. She is ‘coordinating a service integration project to
look at children’s policy and decategorization under the block grants.

Previous to her employment with the Connecticut Legislature, Ms. Zimmerman was the
Director of the California Legislature’s Committee on the Changing Family. She organized a
statewide effort on family -policy which issued the first state family policy agenda focus. on children,
employment, caregiving and intergenerational policy. Ms. Zimmerman ‘was also the Senior Consultant
to the California Leglslature s Assembly Human Services Committee, which reviews legmlauon in

“child care, human services, employment and tralnmg

Known for her skills as an organizer and pohcy analyst, she organized the California
Women's Economic Agenda Project, a statewide multi-racial effort promoting a mass constituency to:
reverse the feminization of poverty. The action and. pollcy agendas of this effort led to several bills’
passage in the Legxslature as well as grassroots, efforts to increase women’s economic self sufficiency.

Ms. Zimmerman is the author of several articles on family and work, child development,
parent leadership and community strengthening. She is utilized by states 1o design both policy and
organizing strategies. The mor.her of two chlldren ages five and seven, she is a resident of Hamden,

E Connectlcut.
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