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to encourage distance learning and interactive 
computerpr-ograms as part of child care teacher 
preparation. 

Support research and demonstrations on child care 
issues that could benefit other communities . 

Families of Children with Developmental Disabiliti~s 

· The Administration for Children and Families is requesting an 
·additional $5 million to support familie.s of children with 
disabilities. This proposal will enhance the Administration's 
goal of preserving, strengthening and maintaining families and 
a critic~l· step to ~chieve the goals of the Secretary's 
initiative to move fam11ies· from welfare to work. An analysis 
the 1994 AFDC c~seload s~owed that nearly half of all families 
receiving beriefits had at least one family ~ember wi~h a 
disability.· Nationally, nearly a fourth of all families have 
children with disabilities.· 

Under the authority of the· n Familie·s of Children With 
Disabilities Support Act of 1994 11

, competitive grants would be 
made to expand and modify statewide systems 6-f support ·for 
families of children with disabilities: Grants·would be given 
for three years and range from $200,000-$500,000. These grants 
~ould permit states to address som~ of those intractable proble~s 
which impede sel.f-:..sufficiency such as inadequate child care · 
options·. for children with disabilities, missed job training and 
employment opportunities because of the tendency to not include 
the h~ads bf households of families with disabilities, loss of 
medical assistance due to ~xisting state/federal guidelines and 
regulatipns and teen pregnancy resulting from a failure to invest. 
in the·. positive futures 'of young people with disabilities. 

Funding.of these developmental dis~bilities projects would 
require reauthorization of the Families of Children with 
Disabilities Support Act of 1994: 

ugee Resettlement 

The FY 1999 request for Refu~ee Resettlement is $395.7 million,· 
the sa·me as the President's FY 1998 request. However, there will 
be a redistribution of ORR resources between two of the program's 
act1vities. It has been Administration policy to provide eight 
months of transitional and medical services to newly arriving 
refug~es and e~trants. To continue this policy in FY 1999 to an 
estimated 95' 0 00 refugees will requi-re an increase in funding 
over FY 1998 of approximately $11.4 million. ACF will absorb 
this increase by red~cing ORR's Scicial Services Program by $11.~ 
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Families of ChDdre.n 9itb Disabaitirs Support hogram 

The Families ofChildren ~Disabilities St.'Pport Act, enacted in 1994. was ~eated to address 
the many cballenges .facing families with. children with d;sabitities. Providing SS million in the FY 
'99 budget is good policy. P:foviding modest i\.mding for this prognsm would also respond to an 
issue of signifieaDl CC)']X;em in the disa.bilit.y advocacy community. 

•It "JiiUld be· the first evei fimding for this program at a crldcal time for farililies of 
cbildrcn with disabilities (while authorized iu ~94 at a level ofSlO million, it has never 
been funded). . ' . . . -
= ~. . . 
*The Program is designed to en:JpOWel' parents of children with disabilities to develop the 
support netWOrks and other B;Ss1Staoce needed ~ help them nwmge the n~s of their 
families and their children with disabilities so tba1 they can live_ "Work and play in their 
t9mmunitie:s. 

. I . 
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1 *'Worlcing poor families and.those on TANF (Temporazy Assistance for Needy F~~) . 
\ with children with disabilities are eucounterinJ particular challenges in managing care for 

their cbildren 'Wbile they are '9IOrlcing or~ to move off welfare. . 

•These fUnds "'ill assist states to 'Q/Orlc ~-ith these families on defining,and implementing 
imlovative and cost-effective. ways to address such difficult challenges. It l.s an example Of 
rel~g how public fUnds support !amilies ~ disabilities . 

... The fimding .needed to get~ program off the ground is very small. . z: 
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Families or ChDdren 9itb Disabilitirs Support :Program 

The Families ofCbi14r= with Disabilities St.tpport Act, enacted in 1994. was created to address 
the many cballqes !acing families with. childn:D with disabilities. Providing SS m.Ullon in the FY 
'99 budget is good policy. Providing modest .ftmding for this program would also respond to an 
issue of signitieant c:oncem in the disability advocacy comm:rnrty. 

•It would be the first ever fhnding for this program at a. critical time for families of 
cbi1dren 'With disabilities (while authoriz.ed iu •94 at a~ ofSlO million, it has never -been funded). 
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*The program is designed to er.opower parems of children with disabiliiies to develop the 
support netWOrks and otber assist:ance needed to help them ll'Wlllge thsneed5 oftheir 
families and their children with disabilitiss so that they can live_ work and play in their 
communities. 

II •working poor families and those on TANF (rem,po.ra:y Assistance for Needy Families) 
\\ with children with disabilities are encounterinJ partic:ular challengeS in managing care for 

their cbildrcn "While they are working or trying to m.QVe off welfare. . . 

•These fUnds will a.ssi~ states to "Wort ~-ith these families on defining and implementing 
inuovative IU1d cost-effective W3.)'$ to address such difficult challenges. It is an example of 
reluventing how public fUnds support !amilies 'With disabilities. . · 

,...The fimding needed to get this program off the ground is very small. 
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