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05/22/98 16:57 SENATOR BOXER 

HIGHLIGHTS OF SENATOR BOXER'S RECOBP-

ChildrAn's Health - Boxer wrote an amendment, now law, 
to the federal Safe Drinking Water.Act to ensure that 
standards for drinking_water will be set to protect the 
most vulnerable Americans, including children, pregnant 

·women and the elderly. The Boxer amendment also requires 
public annual reports on drinking water quality. Boxer 
is the author of the Children 1 s Environmental Protection 
Act, which would require all environmental standards to 
be written to protect children. 

Safe Drinking Water - Boxer is the Senate author of the 
"Right to Know" section of the Safe Drinking Water Act . 

. Representative Henry Waxman i's the House author. It 
requires all local water authorities to issue annual 
"Consumer Confidence Reports", which di.sclose the source, 
quantity, levels of contaminants in, and the overall 
safety of drinking water. Boxer also_wrote the bill that 
became law that requires the EPA to take into account the 
needs of qhildren, pregnant women and the. elderly when 
setting federal drinking water. standards. 

Safety in P1liJlic Housing - Boxer wrote the law that lets 
local housing authorities give priority to police 
officers who wish to live in public housing. She also 
called for a stepped up effort to eradicate disease­
carrying vermin and insects from public housing. 

stopping the War on the Environment - When the Republican 
Congress tried to pass legislation to repeal our most 
important health and environmental protections -- clean 
air, safe drinking water, healthy food supply -- Boxer 
was a leader in the successful effort to keep these laws 
on the books. 

Superfund Amendment to Protect Children - Boxer sponsored 
a successful amendment to the Superfund reauthorization 
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05/22/98 16:58 SENATOR BOXER 

legislation to ensure that.the program's standards are 
set at levels high enough to protect children, who,have 
a lower tolerance for toxins than adults. 

Electric Vehicles - To support development of a viable 
clean fuel vehicle ~ndustry, Boxer succeeded in getting 
$15 million · in the defense authorization bill for 
research and use of electric vehicles at military 
installations. She also won passage· of two tax 
provisions, one to repeal the luxury tax on clean fuel 
cars, and the other to increase ·incentives to use a 
liquified natural gas, a cleaner burning fuel. 

FDA Reform - In landmark legislation to speed approval 
·of new drugs and medical devices into the market, Boxer 
led a SUCCessful . fight tO keep intaCt CalifOrnia 1 S· 

. landmark toxic "right-to-know" law -- "Proposition 65"-. 
That victory cleared the way for passage of the bill. 

Frozen chickens When Boxer learned .. · that pqultry 
producers in other states were selling defrosted birds 
in California supermarkets labelled "fresh 11 , she 
introduced a bill to prohibit previously frozen poultry 
from displaying the "fresh" label. The USDA later issued · 
a rule prohibiting this kind of false advertising. 

Geological Suryey - Learning in 1997 that the local 
economy in Menlo Park would be hurt by closing the US 
Geological Survey office there, Boxer got a commitment 
from the Secretary of the Interior to take no action on 
the USGS office without first consulting with the Bay 
Area congressiQnal delegation. 

ISTEA Cintermodal surface Transportation Efficiency Act) . 
- As a member of both the Environment & Public Works and 
the Banking & Urban Affairs Commit tees, which have 
jurisdiction over the nation's major. surface 
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05/22/98 16:58 SENATOR BOXER 

t~ansportation law, Boxer is fighting to protedt 
California's interests in the omnibus infrastructure bill 
by getting many important provisions included: more funds 
for the congestion Mitigation and Air Quality progra~; 
border infrastructure funds, to help California 
accommodate increased truck and car traffic from trade 
with Mexico; . research and demonstration gran·ts to make 
stronger, lighter and less expensive bridges that can 
better withstand earthquakes; reforms to the mass tran~it 
program to devote more federal funds to construction; and 
several programs that, promote clean fuel vehicles and 
infrastructure. Boxer.is a Senate conferee on the ISTEA 
bill conference with the House. of Representatives. 

Bair Island- Boxer won.$2 million to establish the Don 
Edwards National Wildlife Refuge at Bair Island in the 
San Francisco Bay area. 

Bay Delta Restoration Project- Boxer brought_leaders of 
the BayDelta Coalition- a community group of business 
people, local officials, urban, agriculture, and 
environmental·· interests to·· washington to help convince 
key Senate leaders to support their pla~ to resolve 
longstanding water supply and environmental .problems in 
the san Francisco Bay delta region. Boxer obtained $85 

million for the project, the most funding for any water 
project in a single state in 1998. 

' . 
Bolinas Lag-oon When approached by local officials 
concerned about the possible loss of the Bolinas 
Lagoon, Boxer obtained $750,000 for an Army Corps of 
Engineers study of ways to protect this important natural 
resource. 

Balsa Chica Wetlands - When Boxer learned that southern 
California's largest remaining wetland was threatened by 
nearby development, she persuaded key Senate leaders to 

3 

141004 



05/22/~8 16:59 SENATOR BOXER 

direct . the U.s .. Fish and ·Wildlife Se:r:vice to begin a 
process that ·could lead to acquirj.ng larid adjacent to the ., 
wetland area. , 

I I, 

DolphiiLProtection - Boxer authored the law that requires 
all tuna sold in .the United States to carry the "dolphin 
saf-e" label. That label ensures that no dolphins were 
harmed during· ·the tuna catch. when foreign- ··tuna 
fishermen demanded that the u.s. change its law, Boxer· 
fought to save the label and won·· a compromise ·that 
ensures· the definition gf "dolphin safe" will not· change 

14J OQ5 

. until scientific tests hav~ proven dolphins· will not be ·. 
harmed by new fishing-methods. 

Elephant Trophy Hunting .-:When Boxer.1earned that. U.S. 
foreign aid was being used tq subsidize the hunting of 

_the magnificent African elephant, an animal at risk of , 
extinction, she persuaded·the Agency for International 
Development to prohibit u.s. dollars from being used in 
any way to support trophy hunting of African elephants. 

Elsmere C~nyon - Boxer wrote a bill to prohibit the u.s. 
Forest serviqe from transferringany land in the Angeles 
National Forest for the purpose of constructing a 
landfill .. The Boxer bill is now law. 

Lake Tahoe :Pipeline - :When' repeated leaks from an 
outdated sewer pipeline threatened .the pristine waters 
of Lake Tahoe,· Boxer won $7.15 million for a new-. pipeline 
for the south Tahoe.Public Utility D.l,.strict. 

Manzanar Boxer wrote the Senate version of. 
Representative Robert Matsui 1 s bill to acquire. land.for 
the Manzanar.Nati'orial Historic Site, which commemorates 
the internment ·of Japanese-Americans ·. at th~ infamous 
~anzanar relocationcamp. The.Matsui/Bqxer bill is now 
law. 

l.'' 



05/22/98 16:59 SENATOR BOXER 

Mount Tamalpais As a member of the· House of 
Representatives and as a Senator, Barbara Boxer pressed 

· federal agencies responsible for ·an abandoned radar 
facility on Mount Tamalpais in the Golde.n Gate National 
Recreation Area to remove the· asbestos and complete 
demolition of the buildings. In 1994, she. won passage 
of a law authorizing the Federal Aviation Administration 
to carry out its share of the cleanup, providing a safer 
and cleaner environment in this national coastal 
preserve. 

Methyl Bromi~ - Boxer wrote a resolution which passed 
the Senate urging the Department of Agriculture to 
conduct research on methyl bromide,· studying its risks 
and benefits, and exploring alternatives. In the 1996 
Farm bill, Boxer successfully fought for increased 
appropriations for methyl bromide alternatives r~search. 

MTBE Leaka~e - When Santa Monica's drinki~g water was 
discovered to be contaminated by methyl tertiary butyl 
ethylene, a gasoline additive, leaking .into groundwater 
from tanks, Boxer asked the EPA to get involved in the. 
cleanup. In December, 1997, Boxer chaired a hearing in 
Sacramento to explore the risks to ·public health and 
safety from MTBE. After hearing extensive testimony from 
a variety of witnesses, Boxer called on EPA Administrator 
carol Browner. to use her emergency powers under federal 
environmental laws to set a standard for MTBE and begin 
to phase out its use. as a gasoline additive ·if it 
continues to· leak .. 

Newmark Superfund site - Boxer helped obtain federal 
Superfund money to continue the cleanup .of the Newmark 
site in San Bernardino County, which was contaminated 
during World War II by a Defense Department facility. 

New River - The New River, which flows from Mexico into 
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05/22/98 17:00 SENATOR BOXER 

southern California, is one of the most polluted rivers 
in the world, because Mexico dumps raw sewage into its 
waters. Boxer insisted that the Environmental Protection 
Agency live up to its commitment to the cleanup program 
for the New River. Since her election, many actions have 
been taken to clean up the New River, including quick fix 
projects to remove sludge from lagoons, acquire sewer 
cleaning equipment, reduce sewage · discharge into the 
River, and replace leaky water sewage pipelir:J.es. 

Ocean. Protection When California's ·coastline was 
threatened by offshore oil drilling arid other activities 
that threaten the ocean environment,· : Boxer wrote 
legislation to make the entire coastiine a permanent 
ocean sanctuary. She has been a leader in the annual 
fight in Congress to preserve the current· moratorium on 
offshore drilling, and she is fighting for an executive 
order to permanently protect the coast. 

Oceans Conference - Responding to requests from Senator 
Boxer and others, the Clinton Administration announced 
that it will host a national ~conference ori the oceans", 
to be held in Monterey, California, on June 12. 
President· Clinton and Vice President Gore will both 
attend. 

Perchlorate - Responding to the concerns of Californians,· 
Boxer teamed up with Senator Harry Reid to ensure 
adequate funding for studies of the health. and 
environmental. effects of ammonium· perchlorate . .' She 
obtained a Congressional _directive to the NIH to conduct· 
a study of the health effects of perchlorate, with 
.emphasis on the risks to children, pregnant .women and the 
elderly. She also obtained a directive to the. EPA to 
study the extent of perchlorate contamination of our 

··nation's drinking water and how to address this problem. 
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05/22/98 17:00 SENATOR BOXER 

Poj.nt Reyes ;... · With Represe~tati ve Lynn Woolsey, Boxer 
introduced · the Point Reyes Nati~nal seashore Farmland 
Protection Act, which gives financial incentives to 
landowners adjacent to the National Seashore to promote 
conservation of critical wildlife habitats on their land. 

Presidio -··Boxer was· the Senate ·author of legislation to 
provide. for the conversion of the Presidio of San 
Francisco military base into anational park 1 and she was 
the floor leader of the successful Presidio bill. 
Representative Nancy Pelosi wrote .the House version of 
the bill. The bill became law after Boxer led the Senate 
fight to defeat an attempt to sell the Presidio and 
prevent it from ~ecoming a park. The 1490-acre national 
treasure will now be preserved for future generations, 
governed by a Presidio Trust Board of Dire~tors. 

Salton Se.g - With broad bipartisan support and praise for 
her efforts., Senator Boxer introduced legislation to 
restore the·salton Sea. Her bill .requires the Interior 
Department to review the options for restoration and 
recommend one to Congr~ss by the·end of one year, and 
.triggers a $300 million authorization to pay ~for 
ie~toration. :Boxer's bill· is supported by the Nationai 
Audubon Society. 

San Diego National Wildlife Refuge - . Boxer gained $3 
· million in federal funding. to purcl:;l.ase critical wildlife 
habitat. that was under threat of development. 

Santa Monica Mountains - Boxer gained $1 million to 
purchase more_land in order to complete the primary trail 
in this national recreation area. 

Superfund , Boxer provisions ~n the Superfund bill·· 
approved by the Environment & Public works Committee 
would.encourage the use of contaminated military bases 
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05/22/98 17:01 SENATOR BOXER 

as testing grounds for innovative cleanup technologies 
and would create a program to allow businesses to pay 
cleanup costs through annuities. 

Superfund Amendment to Protect Children A Boxer. 
amendment to the Superfund legislation reported from the 
Environment and Public Works Committee would set health 
.standards under the Superfund law at levels that protect 
children and other susceptib~e groups like the elderly 
in. 

Ward Valley - Boxer continues to fight to protect the 
health and safety of millions of californians by 
insisting that all appropriate safety tests are conducted 
on a low nuclear waste dump the State wants to build over 
an aquifer in.the California desert .. 

Wetlands Protection Boxer has been a leader in 
advocating use of environmentally safe dredge material 
from Bay Area port and river projects to restore wetlands 
in the region. She coauthored an amendment to the Water 
Resources Development Act, which became law, that 
encourages beneficial re-use of dredge materials. When 
the California Coastal Conservancy asked her to help 
restore tidal wetlands at the Hamilton Army Airfield, 
Boxer obtained $100,000 in apprqpriations to pay for a 
restoration project. 
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10:20am 

10:30am-
11:15am 

~; ... 

DEPART The Fairmont 
VIA Motorcade 
~N ROUTE Sherman,Elementary School 
[Drive time: .10 minutes] 

School 

GREETERS: 

CHILDREN'S ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH EVENT 
w/Senator Boxer 
Sherman Elementary School 
1651 Union Street 
HRC Hold: ·-
Phone: 
Fax: 
Staff Hold: 
Phone: 
OPEN PRESS/WH PHOTO 

FORMAT: 

Superintencf~nt Bill Rojas makes welcoming 
remarks and introduces Se~ator ~arbara Boxer 

Senator Box~r makes remarks and introduces 
Dr. Burt Lu~ini Director, Environmental 
Health Research Center, Children's Hospital -
Oakland. · · 

Dr. Lubin makes remarks. 

Senator Boxer introduces the First Lady. 

The First Lady makes remarks. 

Upon conclusion, the First Lady has the 
option of working a ropeline ang proceeds · 

outside to greet additional students while 
Senator Boier has a press .availability. 

The First Lady departs. 

PARTICIPANTS: approximately 300 guests 
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. 11:20am 

11:30am-
12:00pm 

12:00pm 

12: 05pm- · 
12: 45pm 

1:00pm 

·.DEPART Sherman Elementary School 
VIA Motorcade 
EN ROUTE The Fairmont 
[Drive time: 10 minutes] 

GREETERS: 

· BOXER RECEPTION 
Venetian Room 
Fairmont Hotel 
950 Mason 

.;.,. 

San Francisco, CA 
CLOSED PRESS/WH PHOTO 

FORMAT: 

·Photo receiving line 

PARTICIPANTS: approximately 72 guests 

PROCEED to Ballroom 
.,: 

BOXER LUNCHEON 
Grand Ballroom ~ · 
Fairmont.Hotel 
950 Mason 
San Francisco, CA 
HRC Hold: French Room 
Phone: 
Fax: 
Staff Hold: 
Phone: 
OPEN PRESS/WH PHOTO 

FORMAT: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

DEPART Fairmont ·Hotel 
VIA Motorcade 
EN ROUTE Walnut.Creek 
[Drive· .time: 45 minutes - 1 hour] 

[?oJJ 
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2:25pm-
3:30pm 

3:30pm 

4:30pm 

TOUR Rep·. Tauscher 
Greenbrook School · 
1475 Harlan Drive 
Danville, CA 94526 
PRESS TBD/WH PHOTO 

FORMAT: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

CHILO CARE ROUNDTABLE 
Greenbrook School 
1475 Harlan Drive 
Danville, CA 94526 
HRC Hold: 

. Phone: 
Fax: 
Staff Hold: 
Phone: , 
OPEN PRESS/WH PHOTO 

FORMAT: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

DEPART Greenbrook School 
VIA Mot6rcade \ 
EN ROUTE Oakland Airport 
[Drive time: 45 minutes - 1 hour] 

ARRivE Oakland, CA 
FBO: Kaiser Air 
Hold: Office 
Phone:510/569-9622 
CLOSED PRESS/CLOSED PUBLIC 
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4:45pm 

5:50pm 

6:00pm 

8:10pm 

9:00pm 

4:30am 

RON 

WHEELS UP Oakfand, CA 
EN ROUTE ·Los Angeles,· CA 
[Flight time: 1 hour, 5 minutes] 

WHEELS DOWN Los Angeles International Airport 
FBO: Mercury Aviation 
Hold: Office 
Phone: 31~/215-5745 
CLOSED PRESS/CLOSED PUBLIC 

DEPART Los Angeles International Airport 
VIA Motorcade 
EN ROUTE Santa Monica Museum of Flying 
[Drive time: TBD] 

Santa Monica Museum of F_lying 
HRC Hold: 
Phone: 
Fax: · · 
Staff Hold: 
·Phone: 
PRESS TBD/WH PHOTO 

(T) WHEELS UP Los Angeles, CA 
EN ROUTE Andrews Air Force Base 
[Flight time: 4 hours, 30 minutes] 
[Time change: +3 hours] 

(T) ARRIVE Andrews Air Force Base 

The White House-

WEATHER FOR SAN FRANCISCO 1 CA: 

~ATHER FOR ~OS ANGELES I CA: 

WEATHER FOR WASHINGTON, D.C.: 

[go!] 
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. FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
BOXER CHILDREN'S ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH EVENT 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
MAY26, 1998 

• Thank you. Appearing today after so many distinguished speakers, I am reminded of the 
person who remarked, everything has already been said, but not everyone has said it. 

• I am very honored to be here at Sherman Elementary School. Let rne.see a raise of hands, 
"~s? How about the Jrd gtaders9- The 4th graders? An~e 
~eeth~Sthgraders?" · · . ~r"t~..f:·~q 

• I've heard so much about all ofyour achievements at this wonderful school-- and I want 
to especially congratulate Chantal and Roger Carlton ... who are bringing horne the Gold in 
martial arts (a skill I've often th?ught might come in handy .in Washington). 

• 

The · ren here, like children everywhere, are certainly strong and smart ... but they are 
not rugged individualists. To protect their health, they need adults-- parents.and teachers, 
clergy and government officials_:. standing by their side from thei~r very first breaths:,~ A~ .I. 
Many ofthose leaders ar~ in this auditorium. ;: ~ . . . . TV\.1.-'VVV\A. 

' ' ' 

. ' 

Now, I know Senator Boxer talked about being a "little adult." But no one is a bigger 
giant when it comes to fighting for our children, for the environment, for working families. 
No one has done more-- with words or deeds-- to make sure that our children are 

.....__,"r"tected from bad air ap.d water and soil. 

The President' has been lucky to have Senator Boxer in his Administration's corner as they 
work t9 make sure children get child care, health care, a good education and the chance to 
reach their God-given promise; ~d the people of California are lucky to have you in the 
United States Senate. 

Let me also thank Superintendent Rojas [Row-hahs] for working to make San Francisco 
· schools healthy places for children to. learn and grow ... and for showing that the city by the··· 
Bay will always be the city on the cutting-edge. This may be the first latge sehoohiistrict 
in the ce1:1Htry to implement a eemprehensive environ meatal initiati've ... but, beca1:1se of the· 
model yoo h~e created, it ·.viii not be the last. . 

. . I want to thank Jt~~llor ~t~lity today and y01.~r leadership 
everyday .. ·.especially in opening the "\Tillage Community Roo'rn," (I am, of course, partial 
to village metaphors). Arid, though h€!8 not here, I'd like t~ongratulate one village 
member in particular, Jack Casford, for being recently chosen San Francisco Volunteer of 
the Year. · 



~# 
• Finally, let me thank Dr. MHler, for all you do_to lift up the health of our children ... because 

our action on all of these fronts must be guided not only by private and public leadership, 
but by the science. 

• To be sure, parents have always known that children put more in their mouths than adults. 
We've always known that their bedrooms, if not cleaned, can turn into something closely 
resembling toxic waste sites. But there was so much we didn't know back when my . 
husband and I were growing up, and even when our daughter was borh. 

- . 

• · What we've learned over the years is that, ounce for- ounce, children eat more food, drink 

• 

• 

more water, breathe more air -- and are therefore exposed to more chemicals. 'And we 
know that because -they are still growing and developing, their bodies are effected more by 

-pollutants. · . ~ l ':, (JW'' - . -
We should be proud of all the President has one to ensure that our air and water are 
clean; that families have a right to know ab ut pollutants in their neighborhoods .. and that 
all federal agencies promote policies that otect our children from environme~tal health 
risks. And we should be proud that-all t ese policieshave onething in common: The 
fingerprints of Senator Boxer ... who as t e· people of the Bay Area have learned over the 
last 20 years, never gives up when m:1r hildren's health is at stake. . 

1 
~ · I t-J-_ 

. C.~~~~.~ ~ vJI.It-tA. c~ 
l want to applaud her for ~ng~ffcire~ ~nvironmental Protection Act. [is this 
too strong?] She is making it clear tKat standards for a healthy environment can't just be 
aimed at the average ISS pound man. We must also look at the very people who will 
inherit our earth: our children. Her bill says that we must do more, give more information 
to families and schools, and, above all, learn more about the toxic threats. facing children. 
~- . ' 

- • . / When you think about it, this is the same goals that we've brought to ali our efforts on 7 
~-It~{ e. behalf of children. Looking at what the science tells us about children's health and 
~;"" fv _ development, the Administration has improved the availability and quality of head start 
j' ~/.' ~ and child care. Expanded he~lth insurance to millions of children who don't now have it. 
Cl.~~J ~-: · Ens~red that doctors kno_w exa~tly what medicine works for childr~n ~nd how mu~h of it 
tJV _ ~ '> · to gtve. ~d we ':on't ~1ve up m t?e fight to make sure that~~ child m San Francisco or 
ft- of _ ·anywhere m Amenca ... ptcks up a·ctgarette and throws away ahfe or a future. . 

poJ' • At a time when there's a lot oftalk about family values. I want to·thank Senator B0xer 
and all of you for really doing something to value families. To value children . Thank you.· 

.. .. ~ .. 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
BOXER CHILDREN'S ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH EVENT 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA . 
MAY26, 1998 

• Thank you. Appearing today after so many distinguished speakers, I arp. reminded of the 
person who walked up to the podium at the end of a long dinner program and remarked 
that everything had already been said, but not. everyone had said it. 

• · I am very honored to be here at Sherman Elementary SchooL Let me see a raise of hands, 
"Where are the 4th graders? How about the 5th graders?" I've heard so much about all 
of your achievements at this wonderful school -- and I want to pay a special tribute to 
Chantal [shawn-tall] and Roger Carlton ... who are bringing home the Gold in martial arts 
(a skill I've often thought might come in handy in Washington). 

• The children here, like children everywhere, ar.e certainly strong an.d smart ... but they are 
not rugged individualists. In the race for good health, they need adults -- parents and . 
teachers, clergy and government officials-- standing by-their side every step of the way. 
Many of those leaders are in this auditorium. 

• I especially want to thank Senator Boxer. I know Senator Boxer claims that she's a "little 
adult." But no one is a bigger giant when it comes to fighting for our children, ·for the 
environment, for working families. No one has done more-- with words or deeds:-- to 
make sure that our children are protected from bad air and water and soiL 

• Let me also thank Superintendent Rojas [Row-hahs] for working to make San Francisco 
schools healthy places for children to learn and grow ... and for showing that the city by the 
Bay will always be the city on the cutting-edge. 

• I want to thank Dr. Schuck for your hospitality today and your leader.ship 
everyday ... especially in opening the "Village Community Room," (I am, of course, partial 

. to village metaphors). And, though he's not here, I'd like to congratulate one village 
member in particular, Jack Casford, for being recently chosen San Francisco Volunteer of 
the Year. 

• Finally, let me thank Dr. Lubin, for all you do to lift up the health of our children ... because 
our action on all of these fronts must be guided n<?t only by private and public leadership, 
but by the science. 

• To be sure, parents have always known that children spend more time on the ground than . 
adults ... that they put more in their mouths ... and that their bedrooms, if not cleaned, can 
turn into something closely resembling toxic waste sites. But there was so much we didn't 
know back when my husband and I were growing up, and even when our daughter was 
born. 



• What we've learned over the year~ is that, ounce for ounce, children eat more food, drink 
more water, breathe more air -- and are therefore exposed to more chemicals. And we 
know that l:>ecause they are still growing and developing, their bodies are effected more by 
these pollutants. · 

• I want to applaud Senator Boxer for focusing our national spotlight on this critical issue. 
With her Children's Environmental Protection Act, she is making it clear that s~andards for 
a healthy environment can't just be aimed atthe average 155 pound man. We must also 
look at the very people who will inherit our earth: our children. Her bill says that we must 
do more, give more information to families and schools, and, above all, learn more about 
the toxic threats facing children. 

• When you think about it, this central goal -- giving parents the scientific information and 
other tools they need to raise healthy children -- has been at the foundation of everything 
the President has done to protect our children and the environment they live in. We've 
required federal agencies to promote policies that protect our children from environmental 
health risks. Ensured that doctors know exactly what medicines works for children and 
how much.ofthem to give. Improved the availability and quality of child care. Expanded 
health insurance to millions of children who don't rtow have it. And we won't give up in 

· the fight to make sure that no child in San Francisco or anywhere in America ... picks up a 
cigarette and throws away a life or a future. 

• All of these policies have one thing in common: The fingerprints of Senator 
Boxer ... who as the people of the Bay Area have learned over the last 20 
years, never gives up when our children's health is at stake. The people of 
California are lucky to have her in the United States Senate. 

• At a time when there's a lot of talk about family values. I want to thank Senator Boxer 
and all ofyou for what you do everyday to really value families .. To value children. 
Thank you. 



( 

•,• . 

12/10/97 WED 16:43 FAX 

News FroDI·. 
U.S. Senator 

B 
112 Harr Serum Office Building, WashinRlon, D.C. 20510 
Communicariorrs Office 202·224~8120 • . 

. • '. l 

FAX COVERSHEET 
-r~:.t:~ 

ro:{ bT:a: {~ux tz/JO/q7 

t./~Co-2!7j 

FROM: David S~ndretti . 
Communications· Office · 

·. i 202/224;.8120. . .: 
David_Sandretti@boxer.senate.gov 

Number of pages (including coversheet): /fD 
. NOTE: 

' ' 

.\~; 

b e.l~f'-0./. '8/«A.rc. 

\ '· 

@001 . 

I 



May 24,1998 

' . ' 

HIGHLIGHTING ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS ON CHILDREN'S HEALTH 

I. PURPOSE 

·Date: 
Time:· 
Location: 

From: 

~uesday, May 26, 1998 
·10:30 am - 11:15 am 
Sherman Elementary School 
San Francisco, California . 
Neera Tanden 

The purpose of this event is to highlight' the effect of the environment on children's health. 
Senator Boxer's legislation, the Children's Environmental Protection Act (CEPA), 
specifically. requires that EPA set its standards for environmental pollutants at levels that 
protect children; however, more generally it raises awareness of the important link 

· between the environment and children's health and development. While we cannot 
endorse her bill, this event presents an opportUnity for you to discuss the importance of 
such efforts by both Senator Boxer and the President, who has already taken a number of 
steps to ensure that children's health is part of our environment~! agenda._ 

IL BACKGROUND 

Overview 
Senator Boxer has introduced the Children's Environmental Protection Act, S. 599, which 
requires our nation's array of environmental legislation to take into account the health 
effects on children when assessing the risks of pollutants. While we cannot endorse this 
legislation per se, we can endorse the broad principles behind it because of the President's 
strong record in this area both through executive action as well as through legislation. 

You are visiting a school that has imple~ented San Francisco's tough anti~pesticide and 
parental right-to-know policy ... Upon arrival at Sherman Elementary School, you will · 
directly proceed to a speaking program upon. There, you will be joined by Dr. Rojas, 
Superintendent of San Francisco's Unified School District; Dr. Lubin, a pediatrician and 
Director of Medical Health Research ~t Children's Hospital --Oakland Research Institute; 
and Senator Boxer. 

Senator Boxer's Children's Environmental Protection Act (CEP A): 
Senator Boxer is anxious to highlight her bill, the key provision. of which would require 
thatall EPA standards for environmental pollutants be set at levels that protect children. 
Currently, many EPA standards are set at levels thatprotect.average adults. In addition, · 
CEPA would require that EPA publish a "safer-for:..children" list of products that children· 
are often exposed to, as well as provide parents and the public with advice on how to 
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' 
.·minimize children's. exposure to. h~rmful pollutants .. This provision would i,ilso require . 
. that the federal goverrinl.ent only use safer;' for children p"roducts in federal areas .. Fina~ly, 
· CEPA"w.ould require EPA to conduct research on the health effects of children's exposure 
. to environmental pollutants,.· Overall, the bill applies some of the principles of the . 
,_ Administration's pediatric hibeling. initiative to the enviromnental arena 

' ' . ',· ·.• . . 

. . . 

According to Senator Box~r's office, CEPA's cost would be nominal because EPA's FY 1998 
budget request includes funds for its new Office of Children's Health Protection, and an 
additional $8 milliordor research on environmental threatS to children. However, the bill 
would require EPA to incur additional costs for staff time in order to·~valuate products 
used in areas that are reasonably access,ible to children; to consider the risks.to infants and 
children consistently and explicitly as a part of the risk assessm~nt process; and to conduct 
the health effects research required by the law. ·while cost issues have been a concern to 

. OMB, ~e Administration's chief concern has been the bill's super mandate to incorporate 
a children's health standard across all environmental legislation, which NEC feels is 
difficult to support _at a: _time _when we are opposing super mandates in genera~ in the 
context of regulatory r~form. · 

The Administration's Record: 
. The. Administration has taken a number ofsteps to make the health effects of children a 
central part of our environmental agenda: · , 
l. Children's Health Executive Order: Last year, the.Pr~sident signed Executive Order 13045, 
which requires federal agencies address environmental health and· safety r~sks to children; 

· coordinate research priorities on children's health; and ensure that their standards take 
into account· special risks to children. . The order also created the Task Force on 
.Environmental and Health Risks ~:rid Safety llis~ to Children, co-chaired by EPA and HHS, 
to identify high priority areas for inter~agency collaboration; afuongst pther missions. The 
task force has identified four highpriority areas for collaboration: asthma, developmental 
disabilities, childhood cancer anCl unintentional injuries; .. 

2. Pesticides and Food Safety:· In 1996, thePre:Sidenfsigned the Food Quality Protection Act, 
·which overhauled the law.1dhat regulate pesticides in food. The new law establishes a 
:he~ltli-based standard using the mo~t current research and provides Americans with the 
"right-to-know'' about health risks frop1 pesticides: Specifical~y ;.·the ·law requires EPA to 
explicitly find that ~e tolerance levels set for pesticides in foods· are safe for children. (You 
should .. be aware that last week,, a number ·Of environmental groups attacked the 
Administration for not being·~ggressive enough in applying .this aspect of the law.) 

3.. Safe .{)ri~kihg Water: In A~gi:tst 1996, the P~esident signed into law the Safe Water 
Drinking Act of 1996, which requires drinking water systems to inform their customers . 
about the safety of the water they drink. The legislation specifj.cally requires EPA to set 
standards that recognize children's speCial vulnerabilities •.. 

..· 



Environmental Health Concerns at Sherman ElementarySchool and San Francisco U.S.D. 
Sherman Elementary Scho~l is part of the San Francisco Unified School District and enrolls · 
478 students in kindergarten through 5th grade. The San Francisco Board of Education 
recently adopted a comprehensive pesticide policy to parents.in its district schools. The 

·policy banned the m~st carcinogenic pesticides within its schools and required schools to 
. develop innovative m~thods to get rid of pests. School officials will also have to disclose 
when, where and what they are spraying be.foreusing pesticides in and around school 
·facilities. The policy is an expansion of an ordinance passed by the Board of Supervisors 
in October 1996, which banned the use of pesticides linked to cancer and reproductive 

' disorders on city-own~d property. 

A ·report by the California Public Interest Research Group found that among 46 school 
. districts s'lirveyed, 87 percent reported the use ·within the past six months of at least one 
· of. two dozen highly toxic pesticides that health agencies believe to cause cancer, 

reproductive disorders, hormone disruption and neurologica~.problems . 

. III. PARTICIPANTS 

Speaking Program 
-Dr. Waldemar ("Bill") Rojas, Superintendent of Schools for the San Francisco Unified 
School District 
-Dr. Burt Lubin, Director, Environmental Health Research Center, Children's Hospital, 

·-Senator Boxer . · 
-You 

The audience will be. consist of roughly 100 people from the Bay Area's environmental and 
health communities as well as the 4th and_ 5th graders of Sherman's Elementary School. 

IV. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

• You arrive at Sherman Elementary School and proceed to the speaking program; 
• Dr. Waldemar "Bill" Rojas, Superintendent of the San Francisco Unified School 

District makes welcoming remarks CJ.nd introduces Dr. Burt Lubin; . 
• Dr. Burt Lubin, Director of the Environmental Health Research Center at Children's 

Hospital, will· make brief remarks, and introduce Senator Boxer; 
• Senator Boxer will make remarks and introduce you; 
• You will make remarks and close out the program. 

V .. · PRESS PLAN 

Open press/WH photo. 

VI. REMARKS 

Provided by Laura Schiller. 
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EVENT MEMORANDLJM . 

TO: Neera T ~naen . 
. FROM: Lisa Moore . . 

RE: 
DATE: 

Children's Event with Fir~~ Lady and Senator Boxer 
May 21.1998 

LOCATION 

Sherman Elementary ?bhool 
1651 Union Street (at Franklin) · 
San Francisco 
(415) 749-3530 

. (415) 749-3433 FAX 

PARTICIPANTS 

~· . 

• · Hillary Clinton, First Lady of the United States · 
• Barbara Boxer, United States Senator 
• Bill Rojas, San Francisco School Superintendent 
• Dr. Birt Harvey (tentative) 
• . Dr. Elizabetn·Schuck, Sherman Elementary School Principal 

elementary school students and faculty 
• V.I.P·. guests 

SCHEDULE 

141002 

. ; . 

• 
• 
• 

The First Lady and,the Senator Boxer arrive • · ·. .. . · · \IJ.~ K,N 
Superintendent. RoJas w~lcomes every~ne_a_nd tntroduc.es Senator Boxer\ ~~'f\V · 
Senator Boxer remarks, mtroduces ped1atnc1an . · 

• 
• 
• .. 
• 

Pediatrician speaks ., 
Senator Boxer introduces the First Lady 
The First Lady speaks .. 
;3enator Boxer and the First Lady greet school children 
Q and A press availability 
Depart for Fairmont · 

BACKGROUND 

Sherman· Elementary School· currently enrolls 478 students grades K-5. Sherman 
is within the San Franci.sco Unified School District. The District has adopted one of the 
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best pesticide policies of any urban school district, banning the most carcinogenic 
pesticides, and instituting a parental notification system to alert parents when other 

· pesticides will be applied. · 

The auditorium where the event will take place is located just off to the right from the 
school's main entrance on Union Street. There is an elevated stage and a flat, wood floor 
in the room. The auditorium holds 300+ people and rows offoldingchairs will be arranged 
theater style (may decide to have less than full capacity). A secure hoiding room will be 
set up behind the stage and the podium will be on the floor level just in front of the stage. 
A banner welcoming Senator Boxer and the First Lady will be in the background and a few 
students could be seated up front to the left and right sides of the podium. The audience 
will likely include 100 or more students,.several individuals who have played key roles 
working with the school district to develop and implement the new environmental protection 
policies, and assorted V.I.P. guests . 

. Senator Boxer and the First Lady can enter from a side door directly off Union Street 
onto the stage area.· Superintendent Rojas will welcome everyone and 'introduce Senator 
Boxer. Senator Boxer will thank him and commend the school district for the vision it has 
demonstrated by adopting new environmental protection policies designed to protect 

· ... school children. Senator Boxer will talk about her pending ·legislation, the Children's 
Environmental Protection Act, and environmental health risks faced by children. She will 
then introduce or: Birt Harvey, who will speak about the rise ,of childhood cancers and 
other children's. health problems. After the pediatrician's remarks, Senator Boxer will 
introduce the First Lady. The First Lady will have 5-7 minutes to speak. Senator Boxer will 
then thank everyone for attending and close the program. The First Lady and Senator 
Boxer will greet ·the children seated up front once the program ends: There will be time for 

· a press availability just before Senator Boxer and the First Lady depart for the Fairmont 
Hotel. · · 

~·. 
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TO: 

Phone 
Fax Phone 

ICC: 

REMARKS: 

Nira Tanden 

. D For your teview 

I Data May22, 1998 
'' 

I Number ci fJ¥S inciiJdjiJg ~sheet 

FROii: 

Phone 
Fax Phone 

Marcy WhitebOok 
Center for the Child C~ 
Worlcforce 
2625 Alcatraz #199 
Berkelett, CA 94705 

510-6M-1778 
'510-654-()877 

0 Reply ASAP · · 0 Please Olmment . 

Hi Nira: 1 just spoke with Jen (Klein) and she asked me to send this to you asap. lt concems the event with the First 
Lady next Tuesday in california. Much to our delight, a piece of legislation in Galifomia-Assembly Biii202S.. which 
addresses staff compensation and training passed the Assembly AppropriationS Committee. It goes to the full floor fer 
a vote next week (see attached description). Jen said it would be fine fer the First Lady to inelude mention of the bill 
in her comments. This is a .very exciting development because, like the Scholarship Fund proposed by the President. 
this links compensation and training of child care teachers and providers. Specifically, it proVides retention stipends, 
over and above people's current salaries. to those who have achieved various level of l!Jiining and education in child 
development related fields. It also reward teachers and providers with bilingual skills, and pmvides resources for 
centers to improve their quality through accreditation and other measures. In California the staffing shortage is 
extremely severe due not only to welfare reform and the demand for services, but dass size reduction in the public 
schools which has drained many centers of their best trained teachers. · 

Assemblywoman Dian Aroner, who introduced the legislation; is a Bay Area representative and is available to attend 
the event on Tuesday.1 had a previous commitment but can re-schedule if that would be helpful. Jen said you could 
pass our names on to the people handliog the invitations. 

Assemblywoman Aroner (D) can be reached at 916-445-7554 . 

. , am glad to p~de whatever technical assistance 1 can and wiB be available all weekend (with occasional breaks for 
a walk and the like). Thanks so much. Marcy Whitebook 
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IF YOU CARE ABOUT CHILD CARE COMPENSA noN, KEEP READING! 
I 

CALIFORNIA CARES, AB2025 PASSED OUT OF ASSEMBLY 
APPROPRIATIONS ON THURSDAY, MAY 21. 1998 

IT GOES TO THE FULL FLOOR NEXT THURSDAY, MAY 28) 1998 

EACH MEMBER OF THE ASSEMBLY MUST HEAR FROM 
CONSTITUENTS HOW IMPORTANT THIS LEGISLATION IS TO 

IMPROVING CHILD CARE IN CALIFORNIA 

HERE'S WHAT WE NEED YOU TO DO RIGHT NOWIIIII 

• IF YOU HAVE ACCESS TO A FAX, WRITE A LEITER TODAY URGING YOUR 
ASSEMBLY PERSON TO VOTE FOR AB2025 

• IF NOT, CALL YOUR ASSEMBLY PERSON AT THEIR LOCAL OFFICE 
• ALSO CONTACT THE FOLLOWING ASSEMBLY MEMBERS TO THANK TH£M FOR 

SUPPORTING THE BILL TO DATE: 
• Dion Aroner 916 31&.2014 
• Sheila Kuehl 916-319-2041 
• Carol Migden 916 31g..2013 
• Jack Scott 916 319-2044 
• Denise Ducheny 916 319-2079 

Sample Message: 

Good child care jobs are essential to high quality child care in 
California. Currently, most child care jobs in the state pay less than a 

Center 
for the 

Child Care 
Workforce 

self sufficiency wage for a single adult. AB2025 would establish a 733 ~~~~cs~~~~ Nw 

Child Development Corps and Resources for Retention, t\¥0 w~~~~f~~;fc 
programs that will make a significant step toward reversing the child 

• • • . 2021737-7700 
care staffing cris1s •n California and ensuring that our youngest 2021737·0370 FAx 

children will be cared for by well-trained and stable child Qlre 
providers and teachers. Funds wiU. come from anticipated Federal 
Child Care and Development Block Grant dollars. The program will 
begin with a $10.5 million. expenditure .. 

1 2625 Alcatraz Ave. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE CENTER FOR THE CHILO CARE WORKFORCE, suite ·199 

51o-&54-1778 Berkeley, CA 
94705 

51 Cl/6.54- 1 778 
.S 1 0/&.54-0877 FAX 
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remarks at Shf:mnan Elementary ·School. _{5/26/98) 
FOURTH DRAFT {DH; rev per BB 5/21/98) 

-->-->--> DOMESTIC POL.ICY 

Thank you, SUperintendent Bill Rojas [ROH-hahs], for those 
kind words and for your great work on behalf of children's 
environmental health~ Thanks to Dr. Elizabeth Schuck for 
welcoming us to this beautiful school. And thanks to our other 
guests --especially the First Lady, Hillary Rodham.Clinton. 

The. First Lady will speak to us in a few minutes. And she 
asked'me to tell all of you students waiting outside that she 
will come out and say hello when we are done . in here. Thank you 
for being so patient! 

· [Addressing students in audience: 1 

I.want to begin by telling you why we are here today: 
In recent years, people across America have learned mueh 

more about our environment and why we should protect it. 
Our environment includes evecything all around us. The air· 

we breathe, the water we drink, the food we eat-- these are all· 
part of our environment. 

To live a healthy life, humans and other animals need clean ·• 
. air, clean water, and clean food. This is especially important 
for growing children because pollution harms children more than 
adults. 

Superintendent Raj as, Dr. Schuck, ·and the San Francisco 
Unified School District understand this. They are working to · 
make sure that every student has a clean environment to learn. and 
grow up in. 

For example, they know that some bugs and other pests in the 
schoOl yard can ha:tm you; but some of the pesticides we use to 
kill those bugs can make you even sicker. So your School 
District is dedicated to controlling pests without using these 
harmful poisons . 

. · They are also working to protect you against lead poisoning, 
which is a big threat to children1 S health. 

In the old days {when~ was in school), some of the pipes 
that carried our drinking water were made of lead. The paint on · 
our schools and other buildings had lead in it, and so did the · 
gas in our cars. 

Then we found out that lead harms the development of 
children's bodies and brains. Now it 1 s against the law to. make 
lead water pipes or to put lead in paint and gas. 

We need more policies like this to make all our schools, 
parks, and playgroUnds safer for children all across ~erica. 
That is why I wrote a new law called the Children's Environmental. 
Protection Act -- or CEPA for short. I am working to get 
Congress to pass this law. 

Our government has an agency called EPA -- the Environmental.· 
~rotection Agency -- which works to protect our people from 
poisons in the environment. 
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There's juat .. one problem:. Most of the EPA; s public 
protection standards are set at levels to protect the average 
adult, not our children. 

Today, there are more questions than ever about the health 
of . growing children. · We have very few answers, but we do know . 
this: We ~pay more attention to the special environmental 
risks that children face every day.-- ail.d we must d.o it now. 

The Safe Drinking Water Act that President ·Clinton signed ·· 
into law included my amendments to require that EPA drinking 
water standards he set at levels that take into account the 
special vulnerability of children. 

The Children's Environmental Protection Act carries the 
concept of my Safe Drinking Water Act amendments further. rt 
requires the EPA to set all health and safety standards at levels 
that protect our children, senior citizens, pregnant women, and> 
other vulnerable groups . , 

Second, CEPA would give families the right to know about 
toxic dangers in their communities.'. It would direct the EPA to: 
educate the public about the health effects of environmental . 
pollutants commonly used in places children go -- including the 
home, schools, day care centers, parka, movie theaters, and 
shopping malls -- and give parents practical advice on how. to 
minimize their children's exposure to these hazardous materials. 

Third, CEPA would require EPA to identify a list o£ the most 
common hazardous . substances used in schools and parks and to 
create a "safer-for-childrenn list of products that are less 
hazardous. Within one year, only these products could be used on 
federal property. · 

CEPA also calls for more reseaieh on the way smog and other 
pollutants affect children. Children are not little adults; ~·a~ 
a little adult. 

. In addition to CEPA, I have another bill to protect children 
froin the dangers associated with toxic waste. Earlier this year' 
the Senate Environment and ~lie Works Committee unanimously 
approved my amendment to the Superfund reform bill, requiring the 
EPA to consider special vulnerabilities in setting clean-up 
standards· at.· toxic waste sites. 

Finally: When Congress passed national standards last year 
on the public's right to know about toxic chemicals in·cosmetics 
and other products, I made sure that these would .not preempt the 

' stronger state standards that the people of California 
established under Proposition 65 .· 

. As I said earlier, cbildrem are growing and cbanging and 
therefore the risks are different. To tell us more about these 
health risks to children is our next speaker, Dr. Burt Lubin, 
Director of the Environmental Uealth Research Canter at 
Children's Hospital in Oakl~d. 
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[DR. L'O'BDT SPEARs] 

Thi!tnk you, Dr. LUbin. Now here is the moment 
person -- you have all been waiting for: 

DOMESTIC POLICY 

and the 
I 

[background for environmental intro of RRC · to came] 

[FIRST LADY SPEAKS] 

Thank you. Now, after we give the First Lady a chance to 
get to her next appointment, I see there are some reporters here; 
I will be happy to answer your questions. 

3 
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WALDEMAR ROJAS. Ed.D · 

Waldemar Rojas, Ea.D. is the Superintendent of Schools fur the San. 
Ftaneist:Q Unified St:hool Distria. His profeuicmal cmeer includes over 25 
years of service in the public educaxion arena. The San. Francis~o Unified 
·School District is a diverse urban school district serving 64,000 students. 
Success of his leadership in the District is evidenced by $chool reform 
effo.rts that ha'\'e resulted in measurable, inc:reased student aehievem.exJ1i 
. improved parental md community involvemeri~ and the renovation of many 
buildings as well as the development o~new, state-of-the art, schools at the 
elementary; middle., and hi~ school levels.. 

Priol' to his sel~on as the SFUSD Superintendent he had experience in 
vari.Q\1$ capacities ~thin the administ:i:-a:ton of the New York City public 
~bool9 system. In his ruost recent assigmnen.t the~ he served as the 
Executive Director of Special Education. Dr. Rojas' professional career is 
enhaneed by school level experiences as a t9&her. assistant principal md · 
high :sc;hool principaL His e~ences with the private seetar add a positiVe 
dimemion.for school corp~e l.io.bges. 

Dr. Rojas holds a Ed.D. fram Tea.Qhers Colleae, Columbia University and a 
Masters Degree in Eduearlonal Administration ftom New Yorlc University. 
He .emncd his Baehelor cf Arts Degree in Education from Concordia 
College, as well as an b.onoraiY doctorate .. He has rec~ved honors and 
awards for scholarship, citizenship and Athletics. 

Throughout his career in education. Dr. Rojas has de.lilonmatecl a 
continuotts. commitment 'to quality services for an srudents and their 
families. ms ongoing collaborarioos with parent gr:oup.s, staffuoions and. 
W.e private xl:tor has yielded broad-based. support for his .succ~aa.ful · 
progrolmtlatic; initiatives and enhancements. He· is active in many 
comm:w1ity organization a.ud serves on numerous boards at the local, s~ 
and national levels. · · 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
BOXER CHILDREN'S ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH EVENT 

SANJRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
MAY26, 1998 

Thank you. Appearing today after so many distinguished speakers, I am reminded of the 
person who walked up to the podium at the end of a long. dinner program and remarked 

. that everything had already been said, but not everyone had said it. .. 

I am very honored to be here at Sherman Elementary School. Let ine see a raise of hands, 
"Where are the 4th graders? How about the 5th graders?" I've heard so much about all 
of your achievements at. this wonderful school-- and I want to pay a special tribute to 

·Chantal [shawn-tall] and Roger Carlton ... who are bringing home the Gold in martial arts 
(a skill I've often thought might come in handy in Washington). 

The children here,' like children everywhere, are certainly strong and smart ... but they are 
not rugged individualists .. In the nice for good health; they need adults -- parents and · 
teachers, clergy and government officials-- standing by their side every step of the way. 
Many of those leaders are in this auditorium. 

I especially want to thank Senator Boxer. I know Senator Boxer claims that she's a "little 
adult." But no one is a bigger giant when it comes to fighting for our children, for the· 
environment, for working families. No one has done more-- with words or deeds-- to 
make sure that our ch~ldren are protected from bad air and water and soil. · · 

Let me also thank Superintendent Rojas [Row-hahs] for working to make San Fran~isco 
. schools healthy places for children to learn and grow ... and for showing that the city by the 

Bay will always be the city on the cutting-edge. 

I want to thank Dr. Schuck for your hospitality today and your leadership 
everyday ... especially in opening the "Village Community Room," (I am, of course, partial 
to village metaphors). And, though he's not here, I'd like to congratulate one village 
member in particular, Jack Casford, for being recently chosen San Francisco Volunteer of· 
the Year. 

Finally, let me thank Dr. Lubin, for all you do to lift up the health of our children ... because 
our action ·on all ofthese fronts must be guided not only by private and public leadership, 
but by the science. 

To be sure, parents have always known that children sperid more time on the ground than 
adults ... that they put more in their mouths ... and that their bedrooms, if not cleaned, can 
turn into something closely resembling toxic waste sites. But there was so much we didn't 
know back when my husband and I were growing up, and even when our daughter was 
born. · · 



• What. we've learned over the years is that, ounce for ounce, children eat more food, drink 
more water, breathe more air -- and are_ therefore exposed to more chemicals. And we 
know that because they are still growing and developing; their bodies are effected more by 
these pollutants. 

• I want to applaud Senator Boxer for focusing our national spotlight on this critical issue. 
With her· Children's Environmental Protection Act, she is making it clear that standards for 
a healthy environment can't just be aimed at the average 155 pound man. We must also 
look at the very people who will' inherit our earth: our children. Her bill says that ~e must 
do more, give more information to families and schools, and, above all, learn more about 
the toxic threats facing children. · 

• When you think about it, this central goal -- giving parents the· scientific information and 
other tools they rieed to raise healthy children -- has 'been at the foundation of everything 
the President has done to protect our children and the environment they live in. We've 
required federal agencies to promote policies that protect our children from environmental 
health risks. Ensured that doctors know exactly what medicines works for children and 

·how much ofthemto give. Improved the availability and quality of child care. Expanded 
health insurance to millions of children who don't now have it. And we ·won't give ~p in 
the fight to make sure that no child in San Francisco or anywhere in America ... picks up a 
cigarette and throws away a life or a future. 

• All of these policies have one thing in common: Th~ fingerprints of Senator 

• 

Boxer ... who as the people of the Bay Area have learned over the last 20 
years, never gives up when our children's health is at stake. The people of 
California are lucky to have her in the United States Senate. · · · 

At a time when there's a lot oftalk about family values. I want to thank Senator.Boxer 
and all of you for_ what you do everyday to really value families. To value children. 

·. Thank you. \ 

..... 
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remarks.at Sherman Elementary School (5/26/98) 
THIRD DRAFT '(DH/JH/STC 5/21/98) 

Thank you, Superintendent Bill Rojas [ROH-hahs], for those 
kind words and for your great work on behalf of children's 
environmental health. Thanks to Dr. Elizabeth Schuck for 
welcoming us to this beautlful school. And thanks to our other 
guests -- especially the First Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton. .. 

The First Lady will speak to us in a few minutes. And she 
asked me to tell all of you students waiting outside. that she 

~002 

will c~me out· an~ say hello when we are done in here. Thank you )) 
for be1.ng so pat1.ent ! / .· •· ~ /' 

: ~~h ·~ ~~ 
~o·J . ~~~~ -

I want to begin by telling you why we ere today: . ~ Y/ 
[Addressing students in audience:] 

In recent years, people across America ave learned much Jl 
more about our environment and why we should protect it. 

Our environment includes everything all around us. The air 
we breathe, the water we drink, the food we eat -- these are all 
part of our environment. 

To live a healthy life, humans and other animals 
air, clean water, and clean food. This is especially 
for growing.children because pollution harms children 

need clean 
important 
more thaD. 

adults~-~~~~~~~~rs~~~il~~~~~~~~~;;~dhil~~~~~~~ 

uperintendent Roja~, Dr. Schuck; and the ~an Francisco 
Unified School District understand this. They are working to 
make sure that every student has a clean environment to learn and 
grow up in. . 

For example, they know that some bugs and other pests in the 
school yard.can harm you; but some of the pesticides we use to 
kill those bugs can make you even sicker. So your School 
District is dedicated to controlling pests without using these 
harmful poisoris. 

They are also working to protect you against lead poisoning, 
which is a big threat to children's health. . 

. . In the old days (when I was in school) , some of the pipes 
that ·.carried our drinking water were ·made of lead. The paint on 
our schools and other. buildings had. lead in it, and so did the 
gas in our cars. 
. Then we fo~d out that lead harms the development of 

children's bodies and brains. Now·it's against the law to make 
lead water pipes or t6 put lead in paint and gas . · 

We need more policies like this to make all our schools, 
parks, and playgrounds safer.for children all across America. 
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COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Telephone (415) 241-6565 
Facsimile (415) 431-2316 

e-mail: fpacely@muse.sfusd.kl2.ca.os 

San Francisco Unified School District 135 Van Ness Avenue San Francisco California 94102-5299 

May 26, 1998 

To: Mira Tandon 

From: Sandina Robbins, pager (415) 232-3520 or office (415)241-6565 

Re: Superintendent Rojas' welcome remarks at 5/26/98 event with Senator Boxer 

Dr. Waldemar (Bill) Rojas will give the welcome remarks and talk about.the important 
_role the First Lady and the Senator have played in consistently stepping forward on behalf 
of children - not only on educational issues, but also in the areas of health and the 
environment. 

In conclusion, Dr. Rojas. will commend both the First Lady and the Senator for keeping 
children's issues in the forefront of the American public's attention. 

The Superintendent will then introduce Dr. Burt Lubin, Director of Medical Research at 
Oakland's Children's Hospital, who will comment on the hannful·effects that 
environmental pollutants pose to children.' 

13·2988 200 Rm, 6/95 an equal opportunity employer 
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San Francisco Unified School District 135 Van Ness Avenue San Francisco California ·941 02·5299 

Media Alert 
May 26, 1998 

Contact: Sandina Robbins 
(415) 241-6565 

HILLARY CLINTON & SENATOR BOXER IDGHLIGHT­
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AT SFUSD SCHOOL 

WHEN: 
WHERE: 

Tuesday, May 26,1998 at 10:00 a.m.· 
Sherman Elementary School . 
1651 Union Street (betWeen Franklin and Gough) 

First Lady Hillary Clinton will join Senator Barbara Boxer in highlighting the 
"Children's Environmental Protection Act" (CEPA) at Sherman Elementary School, 
1651 Union Street in San Francisco. Senator Boxer, a member of the Environment and 
Public Works Committee. introduced the CEPA legislation last year. The bill would 
require that environmental standards for pollutants be set at levels that protect children, 
taking into account locations where children are typically present, such as schools and 
playgrounds. · 

The Senator selected one ofSFUSD)s schools for her first public event in 
California to highlight the CEP A bill because of SFUSD' s model integrated pest 
management policy which reduces the use of pesticides at all school sites. SFUSD is 
one of the first school district's in the country to implement a strict pesticide use policy. 

Press must bring proper. identification. Secret service requires that you arrive oo 
later than 10:00 a.m. and bring no guests. The program begins at 10:30 a.m. and will 
be over by 11: 15 a.m. Parking is available on the school yard. 

### 

13-29S9 200 Rm. 6/96 ari eqlJal opportunity employer 
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SFUSD SAN fRANCISCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTJUCT 
FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT & MANAGEMENT 
1551 Newcomb Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94124-1234 
Phone: 415 695-$500 Fax: 41S 695-5667 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Backgrouiuta 

May22,1998 

Members of the Board of Education 
Waldemar Rojas, Superintendent 
Interested Parties 

Lucian R. Blazej, Exec:uti'\'e Director 
FaclJides De\'elopment &: Management 

Childreu's Environmental Protection Policies Adopted and Currently 
being Considered by SFUSD Board of Educatiou 

On May 26, 1998 US Senator Barbara Boxer will be announcing historic le&isla tion (Senate Bill 
599) to protect children and other vulnerab1e subpopulations from ~osure to c ;rtain 

environmental pollutants. F:irst Lady Hillary Clinton will join Senator Boxer at t ltis momentous 
occasion. 

San Francisco has been selected as the location for making this announcement b ;:cause of the 
leadership role that the School District has taken with respect to ensuring enviro :unentat safety in 
school facilities. 

5ag Francjsso Unified School District·~ Adopted Goal Rqgrdjne, the EDvir· piJmenn 

"To maintain .s¢hool environments that are safe, secure, and attractive." (DistricJ Goal #3) 

Actions Taken to Date: 

In support ofthe District's goal to maintain safe schpol environments, the Board of Education and 
Superintendent have directed that detai1ed policies be developed to guide and ao :Ucve 
envixomnental quality and safety within San Francisco School Facilities. The following actions 
have been taken: . 

• "Integrated Pest Management Policy'' adopted by the Board ofEducalion on 2/10/98. 
This policy calls for non-chemical approaches to solving pest control : )roblems. 
Should chemicals be required, then baits should be used rather than bz oad spraying or 
broad application. In addition, the least toxic chemicals under closely ::ontrollod 
conditions should be used only as a 1ast resort. The policy also requires notification of 
parents, students and staff three days in advance of any chemical applications, and 
quarantine of treated areas for three days after treatment 


