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HEADLINE: Clinton, Ministers Discuss AIDS Tactics
They seek to renew public’s concern

BYLINE: Aurelio Rojas, Chronicle Staff Writer

BODY:
President Clinton invited an interfaith group of religious 1leadars who

minister to AIDS patients to breakfast yesterday in the White House, whare he
sought suggestions on how to refocus public attention on the epidemic and vowed

to lend his support.

The president has been accused by some AIDS activists of putting the issue on
the back burner after the administration became bogged down in its first few
weeks in the battle over homosexuals in the military.

But he plans to use tomorrow’s sixth annual World AIDS Day to restate his
concern. John Gurrola, a spokesman for the administration’s Office of National
AIDS Policy, said Clinton 1is scheduled to visit a hospital or clinic where he

will talk about the disease.

The White House lights will be dimmed, and people across the country will be
asked to turn out their lights or dim them between 4:4S5 p.m. and 5 p.m. PST in
’racknowledgement of the seriousness of the disease and the need to do something
about it,’’ said presidential press secratary Dee Dee Myers.

Vice President Al Gore also attended Clinton’s 90-minute meeting with the
group of 14 ministers who represented a cross section of denominations. The
meeting was closed to reporters, but Myers said the president sought the
ministers’ ideas ‘‘for fighting both fears about AIDS and the disease itself.’’

During a telephone conference call with reporters, three ministers praised
Clinton for demonstrating more interest in the battle against AIDS than the

Reagan-Bush administrations.

The president did not speak about specific political initiatives. But Rabbi
Joseph Edelheit, head of Temple Israel in Minneapolis, said clinton asked the
ministers to consider how to spur a ‘’‘renewal’’ of public interest in fighting
the epidemic. Edelheit, who has ministered to 23 people who died of AIDS, said
the religious leadars suggested a coordinated effort involving the federal
government and 6,000 church-based programs.

’’We now have a comrade in arms who looks to us as much as we look to him,’’
said the Rev. Ted Karph, executive director of the National Episcopal AIDS

Coalition.




































































































































































































































