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EXECUTIVE OCR ECTOR 

Ruy Wlddt,,, Ph.D. 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

(202) 254-5125 FAX 254-3060 TDD 254-3816

July 2, 1993 

Kristine Gebbie 
AIDS Policy Coordinator 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Kristine: 

I write to thank you on behalf of the members of the National 
Commission on AIDS for the meeting held earlier this week. The 
Commissioners appreciated the opportunity to talk with you personally and 
were encouraged by your statements. 

The Commission office will close on September 3rd. Until then the 
Commission and the Commission staff are available and would be delighted 
to be of assistance to you in any way. Please note that after today I can be 
reached at 202/254-5126. 

I look forward to being helpful and will call early next week to see how 
you would like to proceed. 

Sincerely, 

Roy Widdus, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
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\Va,hington. D.C. 2CX>06 
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Dear Colleague: 

The National Commission on AIDS ceases operation on September 3, 
1993 as specified in the legislation that created it (P.L 100-607). 

After that time I can be contacted through my home address, 6217

Walhonding Road. Bethesda. MD 20816, phone (301) 320-0889 (voice mail). 
From September 10 through 30, I will be in France and reachable via 
33.50.77.9789 or fax 33.50.77.9860. 

I will send a work address when I start new employmenL 

Best wishes, 
t ,.,,, ,,,_.,,,,.,,.,._. \II• \II II 
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Roy Widdus, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 



GDC HIV/AIDS
PREVEriTionCENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL

July 29, 1993DATE:

Ms. Kristine GebbieTO:

FROM:

MS D-21, Ext. 0900

Comments: 

OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 
FOR HIV/AIDS

James W. Curran, M.D., M.P.H 
Associate Director for HIV/AIDS

CJ For Your Information

□ Necessary Action

FYI - As promised.
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KovMb«r 17, i»»i • WMklngtxm, d.c.

Hadaxn Chairman and neabers of the Caenipeion: 

in the fight against AIDS.

for hinaelf.

iIt confrontsAIDS commands a spacial place in such rerozms.

no leas daunting. scientificallyPresident with a

iI

i

1

the new

It is a privilege to be invited to testify before this

With unremitting dedication anddistinguished Coenlesion.

determination, you have brought to our people and our govcrnaant 

leaders the facte about AIDS, oold and true, and you have offered 

to the nation a earlea of thoughtful recoanendationa for action.

You have asked »e to testify about the role of the President 

Reforming the nation's health care systen nay be the aost 

difficult economic and political task the President-elect has set

That task is likely to take years, as he proposes a

variety of reforms to increase access and contain costs, and then 

as Congress weighs his proposals against coupeting ideas and the 

interests of scores of lobbyists protecting their piece of the $800 

billion dollar a year health care industry.

•Mr. Califasa ta CtaUrww« Mrf Frwideac of CASA—O* Centtr ua AddtetlM ami Ssbrtaaee AbOM K 
Ctlambh IMvanity—asd A4jw»ct aTFuHk: Umlth (Health Fuiky aad at C^usHk

UnlwrwityB Medical School a»d ScboU of Public HmNh. He WU Sccratwy cf HeaMh, Eduortios aad WMu* 
from 1977 to 1979 uad PnaJdem Lyndon Jehsson’s awbCBBt for dwuertU oflMrt bom IMS tn 190.

Joseph A. Califano, Jr.*

Before the National Ccsaissioa on AIDS

: 11-25-92 ; 1:36PM ;
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confounding, •thically sensitive and politically prickly task—but

AIDS adds a dimension of urgency that calls for his ianadiate 

attention.
f

three-hsaded dog, not only guarding the gates of the balls we have 

created in inner citias, but also running loose into every part of

our nation. are so

i
all three and to educate the Aserioan about theirpeople

i
substance abuse andrelationship. For thia combine of AIDS,

child and fetus intuberculosis threatens every nan. wonan,

Aaerioa—and brings our nation to the cusp of the most dangerous 

public health, arleia in our history.

As we sit here, one Million of our fellow Anerloans are 

infected with HIV—one in every 100 man and one in every 800 women.

At least a quarter of a Millian cases of AIDS have been reported in

wore than 150,000 Anerioans have already died.the United states;

AIDS spreads Most rapidly through substance abuse and

23 BillionUp to one Million Americana use heroin;addiction.

have tried cocaine and at least 2 Million are hooked, including
!

Sone 18 Million are addicted tomore than half a Million on crack.

alcohol or abuse it; 5.5 Million get high on Marijuana nore than

once a week.

Today, kindled by the AIDS epidemic and fueled by substance
i

i-2-

Moreover, the public health crisis that was once AIDS is now

transformed, with substance abuse and new drug-resistant strains of 

Because these three public health enemi

intertwined, the challenge for the President-elect is te confront

tuberoulosis, into an American version of Cerberus—a vicious, 
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ahuaa, tubersttlosis la back in our innar citiaa, fro* Naw York to

Loa Angelas, Chicago to Houston, Ban Francisco to Miami and

The nunbar of tuberculosis eases has clinbad

Anar lea f TB rates are worse than those of the poorest countries in

sub-Saharan Africa. Among blacks in North Carolina migrant-labor

oamp*, the rata is 3,SOO cases per 100,000. A recant New York City

Health Department survey found 22 percent of adolescents in “high- 

risk low-socio-economic areas” in Brooklyn, Queens and Manhattan 

infected with the TB gi

The most sinistar aspect of this public health crisis is that 

each of these killers and crippiers—AIDS, substance abuse and

tuberculosis—goads the others to ba more menacing, and more 

difficult to prevent, control and treat.

Through sharing needles and trading sex for drugs, and through 

I

AIDS cases found in teenagers and adults. Less widely recognized, 

but no less ominous, is the spread of HIV infection among teenagers

to diagnose.harder

intravenous drug users are the sost likely to develop drug

-3-
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high on beer, liquor, pot or cocaine. They are fur more likely to 

have sexual relations—and to have then without a condos.

I
I.

People with immune systems weakened by HIV are more vulnerable 

to tuberculosis—and

Philadelphia.

relentlessly since 1985. Over the past two years, the incidence of 

TB among children has jumped 40 percent. In pockets of poverty in

Alcoholics and

i

»

promiscuous and unprotected sax by kids who are drunk or high, 

substance abuse has become the prime culprit in the spread of HIV 

infection. Intravenous drug use is implicated in a third of all
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More than half tha hcmalesB

Americana—aoma My so to so percent—suffer fro» alcohol and/or 

drug abuse and addiction. As a result, homeless shelters, with

Most frightening, the American Cerberus of AIDS, substanceAIDS.

abuse and TB has turned every jail ten, no matter how short, into 

a potential death sentence.

»

*

' i

t

i

in every part of America. The human suffering is incalculable. The 

financial costs are staggering:

i
i

The new President's public health campaign must bo waged on

every front—research, prevention and treatment—and against all 

resistant strains of tuberculosis.

their overcrowded conditions, poor ventilation and high population 

of drug addicts, are often breeding grounds for tuberculosis and

i
I

I

i

And that doesn't include high 

ticket infrastructure costs, such as isolation rooms and 

negative-pressure facilities.

By the end of next year, the cost of treating all 

people diagnosed with HIV will tap $10 billion annually. 

It takes $250,000 to treat an individual with drug-

resistant tuberculosis.

• The nation's bill for substance abuse alone tops $300 

billion a year in crime, reduced productivity and health 

care costs.

r
Si

Dramatic statistics from the big urban ghettos grab tha 

headlines. But aids, tuberculosis and substance abuse can be found 

;11-25-92 : 1:37PM ;

The care of a drug exposed newborn with HIV 

infection costs more than $5,000 a day.

• And the harsh reality of 1592 is that more and more 

Americans are afflicted with all three diseases.
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oasea.

i

i

-5-

J

!abuse g«ts less than half that amount, a paltry awn against the 

fact that drug and alcohol abuaa and addiction are the nation's 

number one health problem and the single largest cause of new AIDS

Tuberculosis gets only $10.4 million dollars; yet it is a 

highly contagious, deadly handmaiden of AIDS and substance abuse, 

a disease you can catch from the person next to you on a bos or 

subway, or in a movie theater or classrooa.

three killara—AIDS, substance abuse and tuberculosis—if we are to 

win the war against AIDS.

i

First, the new President sust sake it clear to the entire 

research cosnunity—• the National Institutes of Health, the nation's 

great medical centers and the phamsoeutical Industry—that no task 

oomaands sore urgency than waging and winning a research war 

against America's three-headed biomedical monster—AIDS, substance 

abuse and tuberculosis.

At the National institutes of Health, vs spend just over $1 

billion a year on AIDS research. Basic research for substonoe 

If the naw President and Congress are interested in making 

investments in America's future, few are likely to pay greater 

dividends in saving lives and ending human misery than those they 

make in research in these areas. The research sust go beyond the 
*

bioredlcal to the psychological and social, for we surely need to 

learn how better to prevent self-dastractive behavior. What's 

needed is a major new investment, not the shell games and budgetary 

legerdemain that have too often marked the past.

The greatest potential for Presidential leadership may lie in

I
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the area of education and prevention. Many efforts, to prevent HIV 

infection have been haaatrung by politics and prejudice, and by

debates over Morality and good taste. The noral values of any

in relieving human suffering and saving lives, not in judging the 

conduct of each afflicted man, woman and child.

The President has the opportunity to nourish this value and to
!

spark a saturation campaign of education and prevention about AIDS, 

beliefs, there's plenty of roos to teach about the danger of AIDS

and how to prevent it. For AIDS is a preventable disease. Every

opportunity. Me know health education can work: Look at the

diet.

Ideally, we may wish that teenagers would not have sexual

♦reality is, as the Centers for Disease Control reports, that 29

The

the

The

-6-

t
!

Teenagers, like the rest of us, are human

beings, with huaan natures, desires, strengths and weaknesses.

I.

I

reality of teenage sexual practices suet be faced; when 

alternative say be death, condos distribution is worth trying.

I
I

suooese of anti-smoking campaigns and the changes in the American 

laoh religion—Catholic, Protestant, Jewish and Muslim—can 

epaak freely and realistically about sex and drugs and promote 

courses of conduct well within their beliefs and soral values.

!

percent of twelfth graders have already had sexual intercourse with 

four or more partners.

society are of course of overarching importance. But, as the Bible 

teaches, the greatest value is love, which should be expressed here 

I

I

relations and that we had no teenage pregnancy in America. The

I

substance abuse and tuberculosis. Whatever one's religion or moral 

school, church. workplace, union hall and prison offers an
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when the alternative is

at the

AIDS

I

substance

-7-
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Providing subatuc* abus« 

treatment for everyone who needs it will require a marked 

expansion of the system—but the costs will be outweighed

That means additional resources.

In thia public health crisis, taking Peter's treateant 

funds to give to Paul is like playing Rusal an roulette with 

AIDS, subetance abuse and TB.

• The new President must convince the Congress to 

provide reimbursement for treatment of AIDS,

abuse and tuberculosis.

>1
reality of drug abuse must be faced;

death, needle exchanges are worth trying.

Parents want their teenage sons and daughters to abstain from 

sexual intercourse and using drugs. But is there a parent alive 

who—raced with a child that had sexual intercourse or fell victim 

to drug addiction—would prefer to have that child denied the 

chance to use a condosi or a clean needle?

Symbolic actions are important educational tools

disposal of the President, I urge this Commission to aek the new 

President to proclaim AIDS Awareness Day, comparable to Barth Day 

or the Great American smoke Out coning up this Thur eday.

Awareness Day would get every institution in America-—and the ra*" 

media—to focus attention on AIDS and its place in the triple 

threat now facing America.

In the area of treatment, this Cenutission has mad* many sound 

recommendations for federal action and I won't repeat them here. 

I would simply underline three points:
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• S.Concl, the n•w Pr••iden't abOuld reco ind leqi ■lation

to li■it th• ability ot private in■urar■ to .natch h .. 11:h 

be•tit• iroa tboe• atf11ct.d vith Ams, •ubatane• •tNa•

an4 tl&bereuloeill, and to aonstrucrt • Ha:al••• tederal 

•�•t.Y net.

• An4 tbird, he 111.1at cailcl a roarinq tire llllder the Food

and Dr1.MJ Adlllni•tra�ion to -.peed tta• paoe � dr11g •pproval.a 

in life•t:nr•taniJMJ •itoaticma. 

r>e1pi t• airacl• t.aahnolOCJY and ...Uoin• adainiat.recl t,y highly 

t.r•ined •pecialiat■, th• llO■t iapartant fora of treatment i• still 

the moat h\DUm: toUChinq, Preparing ta9tiaony for thi• coaa1 .. 1on, 

l reaaber.cl tvo incident. that tauoht - aore about hMlt:h �•

than tb.a thOIUlanda ot. p� ot Mt.rial I •tlldiad in •Y year• at 

an or ainca. 

Ir\ the early 11Vaain9 of Jlova�r 10, 1978, I JNt •t hi• 

re■idenoe in warnv tu baroic Polish prelat•, at.tan cardinal 

Wya1ynaki. Daapite the trailM•• of hi• tr■M and we1:tnua ot bl• 

voice, tb• cardinal'• pr• .. nae was powerful eno\1Cjb to �ill bi• 

liviNJ rooa. •'l'b.ar• ar• too ■any MchinN and � and wire■, • b• 

Niel. •Even wit.h � bMt u.chinea, people ottan cUe or z-eui.JI.

■ick bacauae t.bey have no bunan contact, becauae tlMly do not touch

other people. People nNd to� touc;:hed to be our.cs.• 

Th• other incident oaaurr-4 on the air ahut.tle trom llav York 

to Waahinqton in 1915. I waa •ittintJ in the .... raw with Vernon 

Jordan. A tew years be tore, Jordan hatS been •erioualy waundad by 
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• abot. iJl tbe Dac>t on• •Vlll\lnv •• ha ant.wed a hotal. "You know

what ltept • alive, Joe ,. • be Aid. •It wasn't tba ekill of the 

4oot.or tbOUCJ)I ba ••• .apert,. It w•• tll• tact that ba bald ay ham 

tor the -betta" part of tbrH daya. 3\lat bold.inq 1llY hand, �t 

touching, ia Vby I ■u:rviVeQ," 

Th• haroea of the lll>• epidellic-thoae in tba.t:renc:d,ea l.ika 

nur■N and social worker-a, mma and other r•li91oua, a:nd hoapiae 

vorltar■--knov t:b.1■ 1 ... on well. Prealdam-.lect Clin1:on an4 111• 

vi�•, Hlll&ry, can help teac:h it to tbe rut ot ua I,)' viait� 

people Yith AIDl-l>y touob.lfttJ not jut the nMtbom ab.114, bllt tba 

50-year-old IV drUg u•c, the 35•yeu-old 9ay un, the 2•-yaar-old

aotbar. Governor Clinton' ■ call llbortly aft.er hi• aleot1on to 

Ricky Ray, on• o� thr.e brother■ intei:ted l:>Y HlV, va• a 110vin9 and 

■anaitive .,,.eat that ca� national attantion.

In our pluralistic 8001.ety ., people bold--and rr .. ly expr-•-• 

Wida ranv• of view• al)out � behavicra that put individual• at 

riek tor UV infection. IY birtb, I u an .&Mrioan1 1W 1-pti-, • 

C&tholic; and by politis:•, a Daool"at. Wb&t capture• tba ba•t of 

■y i,etionality, raliqion and polit.ioa--a.nd th• WldarpiDninc, for

Jadeo-Chriati�n value• • all hold dau vbat.evc- our crM4 oi­

politica-•ia th• central importanc. th�y atta� to ccapa•eion, to 

helpin9 the aoat vulner&l>l• aaonq ua. Thia -...t be the c:l.arion 

oall ot th• new Adainiatration. 

Aa ta• uiked tor ow: vote• durin; tb• campaifJn, in a aajor 

•ddr••• on octobe.r 29 Ciiovernor Clinton praai ... to aoaait -.ore

tedual. r .. ourc .. to AIDS r .. earch, prevention and tr■atmnt. By 

-9-

i. 
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el.atinq hia our PJ:•■idant, va hava gi�en hi� the opportunity to 

keep bi.a proai.ae to do aore •to ROp tba apruct of AIDS (and) to 

help thOM who •r• livin9 with it,•. and to •l•y th.a thr9e-hNded 

cerberua. of lll>B, 1UNtance aba•• and t.uberauloaia.

Praaident-iect Clinton ha■ the aoral abliAJation to del1v� on 

aurrcqate far thoH vho uncsaratand the vravitr of tbi• ori•l• and 

tho.. who are af:flicted--tia. the -,ral Gbli,ation to inai•t that he 

do ■o. under your l•d.-ahip, "-d•• Cl'lai.run, and that of your 

di.t.i.ngui■h-1 0011 .. guu, and vitb th•- bearincJa, y,ou. have aJ.nrady 

bepn to fuUill tbat reaporwibllity. 

!. 
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Dear Friend,

ft

3

My work telephone number is: (201)621-5055

1

si rely yourg,

mal S. Goldman

-

li

DSG/cka 
encl.

Thank you for your cooperation! Someday I hope we will be 
able to plan a reunion and see each other again.

©s
o©

Stacey D. Bush 
Richard B. Cheney 
Edward J. Derwinski 
LuVerne Hall 
Melanie Lott 
Lee Marovich 
Dr. James Mason

Kerry McClurg 
Renee Peterson 
Joan A. Piemme 
Nicole Ryan 
Carla Sharp 
Holly Taylor

I expect that as a result of a state takeover of certain 
administrative functions of the judiciary, both my address and 
telephone number may change in 1995 or 1996, but I will let you 
know as soon as it happens.

celebrated
We mourned

ft I

Hon. Donald S. Goldman 
Essex County Courthouse 
50 West Market Street 
Newark, NJ 07102-1681

o

Let me begin with three requests. First, there are some 
former NCA alumni whose addresses I am unaware. Please provide 
me with any information you may have to help. Second, please let 
me know of any changes in your home or business addresses or 
phone numbers as soon as possible after the change. I would like 
the listing to be current. Third, let me know about items of 
interest to your former colleagues and co-workers. I will try 
to distribute a newsletter at least once a year. If you see any 
news items of special interest, please send them to me so I can 
include them in the newsletter.

I volunteered because at least for the next few years, my 
job is pretty stable. I am scheduled for reappointment in the 
year 2000. If reappointed I will have life tenure. A judge in 
New Jersey is hard to hide. My current address is:

a

i

r § 

is I

The following former staff and commissioner addresses are 
unknown to me. Please provide me with those addresses you know 
or get me in touch with them.

9^ September 6, 1993

Hi

i
1

We spent four wonderful years together. We 
triumphs and events of good fortune for each other, 
together as well. I propose that we keep in touch and continue 
to share both good news and bad, both triumphs and tragedies. 
The enclosed copy of the text of the Setember 3, 1993 Washington 
Post Editorial is a fitting end. I have volunteered my 
secretary, Carol, to be the pivot of those activities.

.........



The AIDS Commission's Final Plea

THE NATIONAL Commission on AIDS, created four years ago to advise 
Congress and the president on the development of "a consistent national policy" to 
address the HIV epidemic, is scheduled to expire today. Although no effort has 
been made to extend its life, it has been extremely productive and often 
provocative, as such panels often are. The commission’s final report is neither 
boastful nor optimistic but surprisingly frank about the members’ disappointment 
that its recommendations have not been quickly accepted and put into practice. 
Part of the problem, of course, is the shortage of money, which has hobbled all 
kinds of worthwhile efforts to address national problems. But the commission 
members believe that, in addition to this, the urgency of the AIDS crisis has not 
been taken seriously. Predictions of the development of the disease continue to be 

frightening.

The commission has provided an important voice during this ordeal, 
constantly urging a greater government effort in not only research but education 
and prevention as well. That advice is emphasized in the final report. The 
document is candid in expressing disappointment: "Our warnings have fallen far 

short of their intended effect."

By April 1993, a cumulative total of 289,320 cases of AIDS and 179,748 
deaths from the disease in this country had been reported to the Centers for Disease 
Control in Atlanta. It is estimated that only about 80 percent of cases are reported, 
so the actual figures are considerably higher. While the rate of new infections 
among older homosexual males and intravenous drug users has gone down — a 
result, the commission believes, that is evidence that behavior modification can be 
taught and will be effective — younger men in these categories continue to be 
infected at high rates. About half the reported cases have occurred in African 
Americans and Hispanics. Women are increasingly victims. And concern for 
children who lose both parents to the disease — AIDS orphans as they are known 
in other parts of the world — is growing. Though AIDS research is one of the few 
governmentally funded efforts to be increased rather than cut this year, no effective 
treatment or vaccine, let alone a cure, is in sight.

It is understandable that the task of grappling with this horror — trying with 
limited national resources to mobilize and energize th^fight against AIDS — is 
dispiriting. But the commission has not been ineffective. By prodding, goading, 
criticizing and demanding action, it has had an effect. Its final plea for compassion 
for victims, commitment of resources and clear national leadership should be taken 

seriously.

Editorial — Washington Post — Friday, September 3, 1993
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