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: Kristine Gebbie
Daa Eaf e M AIDS Policy Coordinator
Tl The White House
i Washington, D.C.
Hon. Diane Ahrens
Scott Allen Dear Kristine:
Hon., Les Aspin
M T I write to thank you on behalf of the members of the National

Commission on AIDS for the meeting held earlier this week. The
Commissioners appreciated the opportunity to talk with you personally and
were encouraged by your statements.

Harlon L. Dalton. Esq.
Don C. Des Jarlais, Ph.D.
Eunice Diaz. M.S.M PH.

MaryD. Fisher The Commission office will close on September 3rd. Until then the
o R Commission and the Commission staff are available and would be delighted
to be of assistance to you in any way. Please note that after today I can be
reached at 202/254-5126.

Larry Kessier

Charles Komgsherg, MD.. M.PH.

Hon. /. Roy Rowland. M.D I look forward to being helpful and will call early next week to see how
Hon. Donna E. Shalala you would like to proceed.

Sincerely,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Iﬂdw(
Roy Widdus, Ph.D.

Roy Widdus, Ph.D.
Executive Director
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Dear Colleague:

o The National Commission on AIDS ceases operation on September 3,
1993 as specified in the legislation that created it (P.L. 100-607).

After that time I can be contacted through my home address, 6217
IS Walhonding Road, Bethesda, MD 20816, phone (301) 320-0889 (voice mail).
I ety Ui From September 10 through 30, I will be in France and reachable via
Pawn 00 AES 1 H 33.50.77.9789 or fax 33.50.77.9860.

[ will send a work address when [ start new employment.
) A Best wishes,
trarioy Avamegrowe e M J) AP
/
Hae )} R R aiang VI %W
Roy Widdus, Ph.D.
Executive Director
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by savings in AIDS and TB prevantion alona.

° Sacond, the new Pruid'cnt ahould reccmmend legimlation

to limit the ability of private ingursrs to snatch health

benafits from thoss afflicted with AIDE, substance abuse

and tuberculosis, and to oonstruct a seamless federal
safaty net.

° And third, he must build a roaring fire under the Food

and Drug Administration to speed the pace of drug approvals

in life-threatsning situations.

Despite miracle tachnology and medicine administerea by highly
trained specialists, the most inparrtant form of treatwent is still
the most human: touching. Preparing testimony for this Commission,
1 remembered two incidents that taught me wmore about hsalth care
than the thousands of pages of material I studied in my years at
HEW or sincs.

In the esarly evening of November 10, 1978, I met at his
residence in Warsaw the heroic Polish prelate, Stefan Cardina)
Wyegynski. Dsspite the frailness of his frame and weakness of his
voice, the Cardinal’s presence was powerful enough to f£ill his
living room. “There are too many machines and tubes and wires,® he
said. "YEven with the best machines, people often die or remain
sick bacause they have no human contact, bescause they do not touch
other people. Paople nsed to be touched to be cured.”

The other incident occurred on the air shuttle from New York
to Washington in 21985. I was sitting in the same row with Vernon
Jordan, A fev ysars bafore, Jordan had been seriously wounded by
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a shot in thes back one avening as he antered a hotel. "You know
vhat kept ma alive, Joe," he said. "It wasn’t the skill of the
dooctor though he was superb. It was the fact that he held »y hand
for the -Sot:tor part of thres days. Just holding wmy hand, that
touching, is why I survived,"

The haroes of the AIDS epidemic~~those in the trenches like
nurses and social workers, nuns and other religious, and hospice
vorkers--know this lesson vaell. President-elect Clinton amd his
vife, Hillary, can halp teach it to the rest of us by visiting
people vith AID8~-by touching not just the newborn child, but the
50-year-old IV drug user, the d3-yesar-old gay man, the 24~year-cld
mother. Governor clinton’s call shortly after his election to
Ricky Ray, one of threes brothers infected by HIV, was a moving and
sansitive momant that captured national attention.

In our pluralistic society, people hold-~and freely express—a
wida range of views about the bedaviors that put individuals at
risk for HIV infection. By birth, I an an Amarican; by baptism, »
Catholic; and by politics, a Democrat. What captures the bast of
my nationality, religion and politics--and the underpinning for
Judeo-Christian values we all hold dear whatevar cur creed oY
politics~=is the central importance they attach to compassion, to
helping the most vulnerable among us. This must be the clarion
call of the neav Administration.

As he asked for our votss during the campaign, in a major

address on oOctober 29 Governor Clinton promised to commit =ore

federal resources to AIDS research, prevention and treatment. By

-9-
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electing him our President, we have given him the opportunity to
keep his promise to do more “to stop the spread of AIDS [and) to
help those vho are living wvith it," and to slay ths three-headed
Cerberus . of AIDS, substance abuse and tuberculosis.

Prasident-elect Clinton has the moral obligation to dsliver on
his promises. This Commission--so long viewed as a hopeful
surrogate for those who undarstand the gravity of this orisis ana
those who are afflicted--has the moral obligation to insist that he
do sc. Under your lesadership, Madan Chairman, and that of your
distinguished colleagues, and with thase hearings, you have already
bagun to fulfill that responsibility. '
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