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SUMMARY OF THE "AIDS CURE ACT"
Introduced by Congressman Nadler

The purpose of this bill is to establish a coordinated, all-
out research project, much liks the "Manhattan Project” which
developed the atomic bomb, but to find a cure for AIDS.

ESTABRLISHMENT OF THE PRQYBCT

* The 8ecretary of Eealth and Human Servicas would establigh
the project. The Secretary wotld be directed to ensure that the
pProject meet tvo requirements:
1) The project shall pursue conprehensive basic science
investigations, based on diverse theories and schools of
thought to batter understand the develorment of AIDS.
2) The project shall identify, based on this work, all
gtomilinq curatives and oversee their timely and adeaquate
esting.

» While the project would be independent of the NIH, it would
work cooperatively with the NIR in finding a cure for AIDS. The
AIDS Cure Act would be funded sepirately from the NIE and would
not take away from any funding which currently goes to the NIH.

* All primary research staff and kdaninistrators would be
financially cozmpensated only by the project. They would be
required to suspend their affiliation with other institutions
during their work with the project in order to avoid conflicts of
interests.

* The project would conduct research trials of newv treatments.
COVERNING COURCIL

* The project would be governed by a council of scientists and
clinicians representing diverse approaches to science; people
with AIDS and HIV:; and advocates from all affected communities.
People with HIV and AIDS would be in the majority to ensure
accountability of the Project.

* The council would set policy, and oversee and evaluate
research priorities, ethical standards, conflict of interest
rules and hiring of researchers.

COORDINATIRG COUNCIL

* A coordinating cormittee would be established to facilitate
communication among the different scientists working on the
project, in ozxder to evaluate the progrees of the projects' work.
OPEN AND PRODUCTIVE RESEARCH PATHS

* Thorough consideration would be given to both conventional and




other medical approaches and scientific theories, and researchers
representing diverse approaches would be on the primary research
staff as well as be contributing researchers.

* All populations of people with AIDS and KIV would be given
equal consideration in the study of the disease.

* Information generated by the project would be made freely
available to researchers, health care providers, geoplo with AIDS
and HIV and thelr advocates as soon as it is availlable.

* Curatives developed by the researchers would not result in
financial gain to any private organization, and would be made
available to all affected people regardless of ability to pay.

EXTRAORDINARY POWERS

¢ The Secretary would have the extraordinary powers to do the
following:

- utilize, in cooperation with the agencies, any and
all existing United States Government funded resecarch
entities nationwide to clinically test promising cures.

* The Project may exercise the right of eminent domain to obtain
the following: _

- Obtain from public andazrivate organizations, with just
compansation, sazples of all potential curatives and all
data (excluding medical records to protect the privacy of
subjects) regarding their development (including safety and
efficacy data) as well as other information, materials, or
products deemed crucial to the project, but protect the
Privacy of research subjects and the researcher over which
the project will be exercising the right of eminent domain.

- Once abtaining, through eminent domain, the research of
an ocutside researcher, the project shall make all efforts to
Preserve appropriate recognition of the scientigt's work.
The project shall also afford any researcher, whose work is
acquired through eminent domain, an opportunity to
participate in the project with just compensation.

- Use existing pharmaceutical company facilities (with just
compensation) for the production of promising curatives to
be utilized in project research and, if effective, to
produce such curatives in sufficient amounts to be
disseminated to all peoples needing them.

* Eminent domain mey be used only after reasonable attempts at
cooperation have falled and after the project has detarmined
whether the research is essential information to the project's
research and is unavailable other than through eminent domain.



