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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 24, 1994

NOTE TO BILL PAUL, M.D.

FROM:

"AIDS Cure Act" and the "Manhattan" promiseSubject:

Mr.

K.cc:

Terry Beswick
Senior Research Specialist
Office of National AIDS Policy

Gebbie
A. Lawrence

If you have any questions, please call me at (202) 690-5560 or by 
fax at (202) 690-756J).

Overall, while the intent is admirable, we have concerns about 
the bill, and we do not expect that it will be successful. 
However, we thought it might be a good idea if you and others in 
the scientific community could help us articulate what is right 
or wrong with the "AIDS Cure Act" if and when the President is 
formally asked for his support.

■zi.. ■

Thanks again for considering the I0M planning meeting proposal. 
I spoke with Ms. Gebbie about our conversations on this, and we 
agreed that your plans to continue establishment of a circle of 
scientific advisors are very encouraging. It would be helpful to 
us if we could hear more about this as it takes shape.

On a separate issue, I have attached a one-page preliminary 
commentary from Ms. Gebbie on a recently introduced bill from 
Representative Jerry Nadler (D-1JY) , the "AIDS Cure Act". 
Nadler has not yet sent us the new version of the bill to request 
endorsement, but we have internally reviewed it in draft form. 
Our office, other administration officials and members of 
Congress continue to be lobbied by constituents in favor of this 
proposal. A summary of the bill, which is an attempt to define a 
"Manhattan Project" for AIDS research, is also attached.

This statement from Ms. Gebbie, which has not been publicly 
released, also represents our office's latest effort to re-define 
a "Manhattan Project on AIDS". If you could take a look at this 
at your convenience, any insight or additional comments you might 
have to improve this statement would be greatly appreciated. Our 
preference at this time would be to re-define "Manhattan 
Project", rather than reject the phraseology altogether.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of National AIDS Policy

TT BY KRISTINE GEBBIE, NATIONAL AIDS POLICY COORDINATOR May 11,1994STAT

COMMENTS ON CONGRESSMAN NADLER’S AIDS CURE BILL

I can’t comment on Mr. Nadler’s bill at this time as I haven’t seen the new version just introduced, but we 
have discussed the earlier version with the Representative. We have invited Mr. Nadler to send us the new 
bill, and we will comment on the specifics of the bill then if asked.

I believe that this is the approach that will bring us effective treatments and vaccines most quickly, and the 
Clinton Administration has taken several significant steps on this path, including:

We to turn the whole national research effort into a truly efficient, working "Manhattan Project" to 
find cafa and effective treatments and vaccines for HIV/AIDS.

We need to improve what we have by enhancing communication, coordination, and collaboration in the 
public and private sectors, in the U.S. and abroad, in a way that fosters new ideas and ensures that we 

don’t miss the truly important discoveries.

- the revitalized NIH Office of AIDS Research with its centralized planning and budgeting 
authorities, now under the leadership of Dr. William Paul;

- a 21 % increase to the NIH AIDS research budget this year,
- The National Task Force on AIDS Drug Development, which is working now to identify and 

remove obstacle? to the discovery of effective therapies for HIV/AIDS.

Guiding research priorities while encouraging innovation is an ongoing process that has to continue and has 
to be accelerated. We have to constantly evaluate where the research is going and what we may be 
missing, and we have to carefully consider any new ideas that may help create and maintain an 
environment more conducive to good, productive science.

WHITE HOUSE AIDS POLICY TO

Over the last several months, I have sought to bring some definition to what many people call the 
"Manhattan Project" for AIDS. Everyone seems to mean something different when they talk about this, but 
I believe we cannot shy away from evaluating all the different interpretations in circulation. During the 
campaign, the President promised a "Manhattan Project for AIDS" and we take this very seriously.

From the Administration viewpoint, I am coming to see that, given the state of the science of HIV and the 
modem communications technologies available to scientists today, we must begin to regard the entire 
Federal and private AIDS research enterprise in the United States as a "Manhattan Project" for AIDS 
research. Then, we have to go about the business of making this huge enterprise work to its maximum 

potential.
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U. S. REPRESENTATIVE

JERROLD NADLER

REP. MADLBR AMD ACT UP ANNOUNCE INTOODUCT
LEGISLATION TO FIND A CHRE FOR Ajpg

U.S. Representative Jerry Nadler (D - Manhattan & Brooklyn) 
and members of the AIDS activist group ACT UP today announced the 
Congressman's introduction of the AIDS Cure Act at a news 
conference outside the local offices of the Public Health Service 
at Federal Plaza in lower Manhattan, "it's time to put a stop to 
the business-as-usual attitude toward finding a cure for AIDS," 
declared Congressman Nadler. "That's what this bill I am 
introducing today will do."

Co-sponsors of the bill already include Rep. Major Owens 
(D - Brooklyn), Rep. Nydia Velazquez (D - Brooklyn, Manhattan,
Queens), and Reps. Ron Dellums and George Miller (both D - CA).
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The AIDS Cure Act establishes a detailed blueprint for a 
concerted and concentrated research effort to find a cure for 
AIDS, akin to the massive scientific research project that led to 
the development of the atom bomb. "As a presidential candidate. 
Bill Clinton promised that a 'Manhattan Project' to cure AIDS 
would be undertaken during his presidency," said Representative 
Nadler. "My bill is an effort to remind him of that promise, and 
to keep him to his word," said Congressman Nadler.

Researchers for the Project would be required to suspend 
potential conflicts of interest, such as financial ties to drug 
companies, and to represent a broad spectrum of scientific 
disciplines, in addition, the Nadler AIDS Cure Act would give 
the power of "eminent domain" to the AIDS Cure Project, enabling 
the Federal Government to assume the right to release promising 
treatments that the original patent-holders refuse to develop.

"There will never be a cure for AIDS until we cure the 
research," charged Mark Milano, an ACT UP member. "We need to 
address the fundamental problems of AIDS research. We need to 
create a research initiative that will emphasize public health 
concerns over profits — that will coordinate our vast resources
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Daar Colleague:

This bill calls for an all out research

AIDS and to Identify premising treatments, much more must be done 
to advance our knowledge of this deadly disease.
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Jerrold Nadler 
Member of Congress

While our current medical research efforts have made some 
important strides in trying to understand the pathogenesis of

1 Aw.________ ________________ _ .al_________ a____________j______  _ . .

1 am writing to invite you to join me in co-sponsoring the 
"AIDS Cure Act." This bill calls for an all out research 
initiative to find a cure to AIDS —— one of the most devastating 
diseases of our time.

Since AIDS was identified in the early 1980’s, more thaw 
360,000 cases have been documented and more than 220,000 AIDS 
related deaths have resulted in the U.S. Further, nearly 1 
million Americans are estimated to be HIV-positive, but have not 
yet contracted AIDS.

My bill calls for a national research effort to find a cure 
Xt I® a dramatic new approach which resembles the 

Manhattan Project" — the crash program to develop the atomic 
bomb. This bill would pool the brightest, most committed 

r«s®archers and best resources to find a cure for 
AIDS. The Project would accomplish this objective by studying 
diverse medical theories which may lead to a cure for AIDS.

Project is independent from the National 
Institutes of Health, its intent is to supplement ongoing 
research efforts. The project’s funding stream would be 
independent and would not take away, from funding that currently 
goes to the NIH. 1
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ft• �urpose ot thi• bill is to esteolish • �oor:tlinate4, all­
out r•••arch p;-oject, much li>ce 1:he "Manhattan Projeotn which 
devel.opecS 'the atoJllic boml:>, �\lt to find a cure tar AIDS. 

BSTA�SlliUNT 01' TD PROirBc:1' 

• The secretary ot aealth •n4 Buman servicea wou.ld estabJ.iah
the project. Tb.• Sec:ratuy vo=ld be 4uec:ted to ene\U'a that the
project meet tvo requiraenta:

1) Th• project shall pursue comprehensive �aaic •cience
investigations, �&sed on diverse theories and achoole of
thought to better understand the development of uos.
2) 'l'he projeet shall identify, based on this work, all
prom.iain9 curativea and oversee their timely and ad•quace
teatin9.

• While the project would be independent of th• NIK, it would
work cooperatively with the NIB in tincling a cure for AIDS. The
AI_DS cure kt woulcS be funciecS separately tron the NIB and would
not take away from &hy funding which currently 9oes to the NIH. 

• All prim&ry nsearc::h sta!f and aainistrator• would :be
�inancially compensated only by the project. Th•I would be
required to suspend their atti11ation with oth•� nstitutiona 
during' their vork with the project in order to avoid conflicts of 
intereata. 

* The project would conduct research trials of new treatments.

QOVDJrDc; cocmcn.

* T'ha p�jact woUld be governed by a counc:il ot acieiitists and
clinician• rep:-esanting divu-N approaches to scienee, �ople 
with AIDS and KZV; and a4vocatea f'rOI\ all attected communities.
People vith l:ttV and UD5 would b• in the majority to ensure
accountal:,�ity ot th• Project. 

• The council would aet policy, and over••• and evaluate
research priorities, et-bical ctanclard&, conflict of interest
rules•� hiring ot researchers. 

COORDDfA'l'DG COUNCIL 

• A coordinating camaitt•• would be estab1ishe4 to facilitate
communication nong the different sc:ientists '7Crking on the
project, in order to evaluate the prograas of the projects' work.

OPEN ARD PRODUC'l'ZVZ RESDR.CH PATHS 

• iniorougb con•id•r•tion wo\Ud �• qiven to both conventional and



other 1ledical approaches and scientific theories, and naearchera 
representing divene approaches would be on the primary reaearch 
atatf aa wall u be contributing reaearchei-s. 

• All populations of people with AID$ &.nd KtV would be given
aqu&l. consideration in the study of the diseaae.

• Information venerated by the project would be :mad.a freely
availah1e to renarchera, health care provider•, people with AIDS
and HXV and their advocates as soon &a i� is availaJ:,le. 

• curative• developed by th• researchers would not raault in
financial 9ain �o any private organiiation, and would be made
available to all affected people regardless of ability tc pay.

BX'I'lr.A0lU>DUY PCJWEb 

• The Secretary voul.d have the extraordinary powers to do the
tollowingi 

- utilise, 1n c:ooperation Yith the agenciu, any and
all exietin9 Unit.ad S\:atea Government funded research
entities nationwide to cl.inically test promising cuns.

• The Praj"ec:t 11.ay exei-cico 1:he right of eminent �omain to obtain
the tolloving: 

- Obtabt from pw,lic andJrivata organizations, vith just
compettsation, aaapl•• of l potential curative• and all 
dat& (exeludi.NJ aedieal records to protect the privacy of
•uhjecta) reqarding th•ir development (inelwUng satuy and
eff1c:acy dat:&J as well•• other information, .. teriala, or
producta d••e4 crucial to th• project, but protect�•
privacy o� re.earcb subjecta and. the resu.rc:her over vhich
the project will be exercising the right of eminent domain.

- once obtaining, through ainent domain, the research of
an outa1'1e rasurcber, the projec:t shall make all ettorts to
preserve appropriate rocognition of the scien�i•t'& work.
'the project shall alao afford any researcher, whose wor>t i•
acquire4 through ainent domain, an opportunity to
participate in th• project with just cODpenAtion.

- Vea exietinq pharmaceutical company facilities (with just
c:0111pe11sat1on) �or the produ�ion of praaising curatives to
l:)e utilised in project reaearch and, it effective, to
prcduce aucb curatives in sufficient amcunt8 to ba
d�aaeminated to all people nee4inq them.

• Bminant domain ••r be used only atter reasonal>l• attapts at
cooperat.ion have �ai ed and after the project bas determined 
whether the r•s••rch ia ess�tial information to the project•• 
raseareh and is unavailable other than through eminen� domain. 


