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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR ALEXIS HERMAN
KEITH BOYKIN
BEN JOHNSON
FLO McAFEE

FROM W. STEVE LEE
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL AIDS POLICY COORDINATOR

THROUGH: KRISTINE M. GEBBIE
NATIONAL AIDS POLICY COORDINATOR

SUBJECT African-American Religious Leaders White House Summit on
HIV/AIDS on 02/28/94 and the Black Church National Day of Prayer
for the Healing of AIDS

On Monday, February 28, the Office of National AIDS Policy (ONAP) in conjunction with
Black religious leaders across the nation will host a summit in the White House complex.
We are anticipating around SO guests. A rough agenda is attached.

The purpose of the summit is educate the African- American religious community and
encourage them to make a commitment to work closely with the federal government in
response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The summit will encourage the religious leaders to
take a pro-active role in preventive education programs for their denominations/
congregations/communities; and to provide support for those already infected with HIV.

This summit is also a "kick-off” for the Black Church National Day of Prayer for the
Healing of AIDS. The National Day of Prayer will be on March 6, 1994 and will be a
nation-wide unified day of prayer across hundreds of African-American churches.

In addition to the support lent to this process by hosting the summit, we are recommending
that the President join in the day of prayer by attending services at one of the churches
participating in the National Day of Prayer. A specific schedule proposal is attached.
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THE BALM IN GILEAD, INC.

*An Organization Dedicated to Healing the African American Community
Through Prayer, Health Education and Advocacy”

P.82

African American Religious Leaders Summit on HIV/AIDS
and
Press Conference for
The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS

- Preliminary Schedule
Monday, February 28, 1994
 8:00 a.m. Assemble

' Lobby of The Old Executive Office of the White House Complex
17 Pennsyvania Avenue NW

8:15 a.m. Continenal Breakfast
4th Floor
Greetings:

Blessing of the Food:

9:00 a.m. White House Complex Tour & Photo Opportunity

9:30 a.m. White House Conference Center

Introduction & Welcome
Kristine Grebbie
Pernessa Seele

Introduction of Moderator
The Rev. Canon Frederick Williams

The National Chairperson, The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of

AIDS & Rector, The Church of the Intercession
New York, NY

Opening Prayer:

The Rev, Cecily Broderick
$t. John Episcopal Church
Hempstead, LI
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Solo: Claude Jay Jones, |l
There Is A Balm In Gilead

10:00 a.m  AIDS In The African American Community
27 Dr. Satcher?

10:30 a.m.  The Politics of AIDS in the African American Community
e Congressman Charles Rangel ?

10:45 a.m.  The Faces of HIV/AIDS

Phil Wilson, AIDS Project Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

Denise Stokes

Sharon Flavors, Community Family Planning Council, New York City
11:15 a.m. Theolagical Perspectives & Responses

Rev. Dr. James A, Forbes, Jr., Senior Pastor, The Riverside Church, New York City
“Hard Talk: Breaking the Silence" '

Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Wright, Pastor, Trinity United Church of Christ, Chicago, llli
*The truth about Health Care & HIV from the African American Perspective"

5 Bev. Patricia Reeberg, Executive Director, Council of Churches of the City of NY
“ldeals & Practical Solutions: Healing Resources in the Black Church Tradition™

Rev. Dr. John Hurst Adams, Founder & Chairman Emertius, The Congress of National
Black Churches; Presiding Bishop, African Methodist Episcopal Church
“The Black Church Participation In the Political Process of the HIV/AIDS Crisis*

112:30 p.m. LUNCH (Roundtable Discussion)

'1:30 p.m. PRESS CONFERENCE
The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS
(signing of an ecumenical statement during the press conference)

TOTAL P.@3
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of National AIDS Policy

FOR EAS Contact:  John Paul Gurrola

Office of National AIDS Policy

(202) 632-1090

Pauline Barfield

(212) 736-0404

or Sheryl Kravitz

(202) 973-5847

AFRICAN AMERICAN CLERGY SIGN DECLARATION OF WAR ON HIV/AIDS
RELIGIOUS LEADERS
GATHER AT WHITE HOUSE FOR FIRST SUMMIT MEETING
ON HIV/AIDS

WASHINGTON, D.C., Monday, February 28 , 1994 -- Black church leaders from across the
country meet today with Kristine M. Gebbie, President Clinton's National AIDS Policy Coordinator,
to discuss the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African American community and to rally support for
increased awareness and education about HIV/AIDS. Announcing their commitment to fight the
AIDS epidemic, African American religious leaders from more than 18 different religious caucuses
signed a Declaration of War to fight HIV/AIDS.

"As religious leaders, we have a responsibility to respond with compassion, creativity and
competence to the AIDS epidemic,” said Bishop John Hurst Adams, Senior Bishop of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church. “We have a direct relationship to our members, their families and
friends. We can make a real difference in reaching out to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS in our
communities and what persons, organizations and institutions ought to do."

(more)
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Organized by the Office of National AIDS Policy and The Balm In Gilead, Inc., this one day
summit meeting is the Kick-off to this year's annual Black Church Day of Prayer for the Healing of
AIDS on Sunday, March 6, 1994. The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of
AIDS involves many black churches nationwide and urges them to present a message to their
congregations about HIV/AIDS.

“There is no question that only through partnerships will we be able to reverse the tragic impact
of HIV/AIDS in the African American community, this summit will help further that goal" said
Kristine Gebbie, President Clinton's National AIDS Policy Coordinator.

AIDS is taking a tragic toll in the African American community. In less than a decade, AIDS
has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African American men and women
between 25-36 years old. It is estimated that in 1994 one African American per hour will die of
AIDS in the United States.

Many HIV pn;vcnt_i; .and eduf:at.ion efforts for African Americans are failing because they do
not take into consideration or understand how to address the epidemic in the African American
community,

"This summit is an exciting step toward building a network of religious leaders and church
congregations who know and understand the African American community and are sensitive to the
issues surrounding the epidemic in their communities," said Pernessa Seele, founder and chief
executive officer of The Balm In Gilead, Inc.

(more)
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Dedicated to educating the African American community about HIV/AIDS, The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. encourages community leaders to establish programs to help eradicate HIV/AIDS and provides
technical assistance and educational materials to religious and community-based organizations about
HIV/AIDS related health conditions.

For more information about events and activities surrounding The Balm In Gilead, Inc.’s
upcoming Sunday, March 6th, National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS, contact Pauline
Barfield, at (212) 736-0404.
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AIDS
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

FACT: HIV/AIDS is a serious health threat to African American
youth.

Today, 7 percent of the total reported AIDS cases are African Americans
under the age of 30. AIDS cases among African American children
account for more than 50 percent of all pediatric AIDS cases.

FACT: African American women are at risk.

More than 50 percent of AIDS cases are made up of African American
women, injection drug use is the most common mode of transmission,
accounting for nearly 54 percent of cases among African American
women.

FACT: The rate of African Americans dying from AIDS is increasing.

Death rates for African American females is nine times more likely than
for white females, and three times more likely for African American
males than for white males. In less than a decade, AIDS has quickly
become the second leading cause of death among African American men
and women between 25-36.

FACT: AIDS is taking a tragic toll in the African American
community.

Many HIV prevention and education efforts for African Americans fail
because they don’t take into consideration or understand how to address
the epidemic in the African American community.
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African American Religious Leaders Meet at White House
to Sign
the African American Clergy Declaration of War on HIV/AIDS

What:  African American religious leaders from across the country will meet with
National AIDS Policy Coordinator Kristine M. Gebbie at the White House
to hold 2 summit on HIV/AIDS and will sign the African American Clergy
Declaration of War on HIV/AIDS.

Who:  In observance of this year’s Black Church National Day of Prayer for the
Healing of AIDS, African American religious leaders will announce their
commitment to fight HIV/AIDS and sign the first African American Clergy

' Declaration of War on HIV/AIDS,

Kristine Gebbie, National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Pernessa Seele, Founder & Chief Executive Officer, The Balm In Gilead, Inc.

Rev. Dr. H. Michael Lemmons, Executive Director, Congress of the National
Churches

Reverend Canon Frederick Williams, National Chairperson, The Balm In
Gilead, Inc.

Reverend Dr. James Forbes, The Riverside Church, New York City

i Reverend Dr. Jeremiah Wright, Trinity United Church of Christ, Chicago

: Reverend Patricia Reeberg, Council of Churches of New York City

Reverend Dr. John Hurst Adams, African Methodist Episcopal Church

, The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS is
| endorsed by 18 African American religious caucuses.
<
| When: Monday, February 28, 1994
1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
White House Conference Center
725 Jackson Place
Washington, DC

Contact: John Paul Gurrola
The White House Office of National AIDS Policy
(202) 632-1090

Sheryl Kravitz
(202) 973-5847
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E Contact: John Paul Gurrola
o¢-41s4, National AIDS Policy Office”
(202) 632-1090
Pauline Barfield
(212) 736-0404
or Sheryl Kravitz
(202) 973-5847

AFRICAN AMERICAN CLERGY SIGN DECLARATION OF WAR ON HIV/AIDS
RELIGIOUS LEADERS
GATHER AT WHITE HOUSE FOR FIRST SUMMIT MEETING
ON HIV/AIDS
WASHINGTON, D.C., Monday, February 28 , 1994 — Black church leaders from
across the country meet today with Kristine M. Gebbie, President Clinton’s National
AIDS Policy Coordinator, to discuss the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African
American community and to rally support for increased awareness and education
about HIV/AIDS. - Announcing their commitment to fight the AIDS epidemic,
African American religious leaders from more than 18 different religious caucuses
signed a Declaration of War to fight HIV/AIDS.

"As religious leaders, we have a responsibility to respond with compassion,
creativity and competence to the AIDS epidemic,” said Bishop John Hurst Adams,
Senior Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. "We have a direct
relationship to our members, their families and friends. We can make a.réal , £
difference in reaching out to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS in our comn'mn‘ities:'
and what persons, organizations and institutions ought to do."

(more)
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Organized by the Office of National AIDS Policy and The Balm In Gilead, Inc.,
this one day summit meeting is the kick-off to this year’s annual Black Church Day
of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS on Sunday, March 6, 1994. The Black Church
National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS involves many black churches
nationwide and urges them to present a message to their congregations about
HIV/AIDS.

"There is no question that only through partnerships will we be able to reverse the tragic
impact of HIV/AIDS in the African American community, this summit will help further
that goal" said Kristine Gebbie, President Clinton’s National AIDS Policy Coordinator.

AIDS is taking a tragic toll in the African American community. In less than a decade,
AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African American men
and women between 25-36. It is estimated that in 1994 one African American per hour will
die of AIDS in the United States.

Many HIV prevention and education efforts for African Americans are failing because
they do not take into consideration or understand how to address the epidemic in the
African American community.

"This summit is an exciting step toward building a network of religious leaders and
church congregations who know and understand the African American community and are
sensitive to the issues surrounding the epidemic in their communities," said Pernessa Seele,
founder and chief executive officer of The Balm In Gilead, Inc.

(more)
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Dedicated to educating the African American community about HIV/AIDS, The Balm In
Gilead, Inc. encourages community leaders to establish programs to help eradicate
HIV/AIDS and provides technical assistance and educational materials to religious and
community-based organizations about HIV/AIDS related health conditions.

For more information about events and activities surrounding The Balm In Gilead, Inc.’s
upcoming Sunday, March 6th, National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS, contact
Pauline Barfield, at (212) 736-0404.



THE BALM IN GILEAD, INC.

"An Organization Dedicated to Healing the African American Community
Through Prayer, Health Education and Advocacy”

African American Religious Leaders Summit on HIV/AIDS
& Press Conference for
The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS

February 28, 1994
The purpose of this historical day at the White House is two-fold:

1. To educate and empower the African American religious leadership in
this country to make a commitment to work with the federal government
and organizations like the Balm In Gilead to begin to take a pro active
approach in providing preventive education programs for their
denominations/congregations/communities; and to provide support for
people infected and affected with HIV/AIDS;

2. To call national attention to the commitment of the African American
religious leadership to begin to battle HIV/AIDS through prayer, education
and advocacy, i.e. The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the
Healing of AIDS. This campaign is taking place in local cities and towns
across the country on Sunday, March 6, 1994. African American churches
nationwide are being invited to present an AIDS education message to their
congregations, including a special prayer for those infected and affected by
AIDS as part of their Sunday worship service.

Post Office Box 86, Lincolnton Station; New York, NY 10037
Tel. (212) 281-4887 Fax: (212) 281-8102



THE BALM IN GILEAD, INC.

"An Organization Dedicated to Healing the African American Community
Through Prayer, Health Education and Advocacy”

African American Religious Leaders Summit on HIV/AIDS
& Press Conference for
The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS
February 28, 1994

The purpose of this historical day at the White House is two-fold:

1. To educate and empower the African American religious leadership in
this country to make a commitment to work with the federal government
and organizations like the Balm In Gilead to begin to take a pro active
approach in providing preventive education programs for their
denominations/congregations/communities; and to provide support for
people infected and affected with HIV/AIDS;

2. To call national attention to the commitment of the African American
religious leadership to begin to battle HIV/AIDS through prayer, education
and advocacy, i.e. The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the
Healing of AIDS. This campaign is taking place in local cities and towns
across the country on Sunday, March 6, 1994. African American churches
nationwide are being invited to present an AIDS education message to their
congregations, including a special prayer for those infected and affected by
AIDS as part of their Sunday worship service.

Post Office Box 86, Lincolnton Station; New York, NY 10037
Tel. (212) 2814887  Fax: (212) 281-8102



PERNESSA SEELE
Post Office Box 86
Lincolnton Station

New York, New York 10037
(212) 281-4887

PERNESSA SEELE is the Founder\C.E.O. of The Balm In Gilead, Inc., an organization dedicated to healing
the African American Community through prayer, health education and advocacy. The Balm In Gilead was
incorporated in 1992 as the parent organization of "The Harlem Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS".
Over the past four years The Harlem Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS has gained national and
international recognition as a model for educating and empowering religious leaders and communities about
AIDS. Several U.S. cities are presently duplicating this Harlem based project using the technical assistance of
Ms. Seele. In 1993, Ms. Seele launched the First Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of
AIDS throughout the United States. African American Churches in 31 states participated in this educational
and empowerment effort. Over 7,000,000 media impressions were generated as a result of this national project.

Ms. Seele's dedication and commitment to social change through spiritual unity has evolved her unique idea--
The Harlem Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS--into one of the most successful and talked about AIDS
awareness programs in the country today. Theologians, members of the medical community and people living
with AIDS come together during the Harlem Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS to establish effective
communication and collaborative efforts to heal the devastating effects of AIDS and prevent its further
transmission. The Annual Harlem Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS has emerged as an effective catalyst
and vehicle for a radical revolution regarding AIDS and the Black religious communities on a national level.
The concept received intemnational recognition when it was presented at both the 7th and 8th International
Conferences on AIDS in Italy and Amsterdam, respectively.

In addition, Pernessa Seele is the Vice President of Harlem Churches for Community Improvement, Inc. In this
capacity she is responsible for developing programs that identify and respond to the needs of Harlem residents
by promoting self-sufficiency, individual development, and wholesome, supportive communities. She is a
consultant to Harlem Center for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention (Columbia University); an adjunct
professor at New York Theological Seminary where she teaches Ethics & The AIDS Epidemic and chairperson
of the Board of Directors of the Upper Room AIDS Ministry.

In past years, Ms. Seele has worked as the Drug Addiction Program Administrator for Harlem Hospital's AIDS
Initiative Program; as an AIDS Consultant for Narcotic Drug and Research Institute (NDRI); and was the first
AIDS Coordinator for Interfaith Medical Center's Methadone Clinics. Ms. Seele has done extensive work with
the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention in Atlanta, Memorial Sloan-Kettering; Rockefeller University;
and The Research Foundation for the City of New York. Ms. Seele has received numerous awards for her work
in AIDS and the Black Church and has appeared on many television and radio programs. Ms. Seele received
her master of science degree in Immunology from Atlanta University and a bachelor of science in biology from
Clark College. She is a native of Lincolnville, South Carolina.
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' THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of National AIDS Policy

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:  John Paul Gurrola
Office of National AIDS Policy

(202) 632-1090

Pauline Barfield

(212) 736-0404

or Sheryl Kravitz

(202) 973-5847

AFRICAN AMERICAN CLERGY SIGN DECLARATION OF WAR ON HIV/AIDS
RELIGIOUS LEADERS
GATHER AT WHITE HOUSE FOR FIRST SUMMIT MEETING
ON HIV/AIDS

WASHINGTON, D.C., Monday, February 28 , 1994 — Black church leaders from across the
country meet today with Kristine M. Gebbie, President Clinton’s National AIDS Policy Coordinator,
to discuss the impact of HIV/AIDS in the Afrean American communlty and to rally support for
increased awareness and education about HIV/AIDS. Announcing their commitment to fight the
AIDS epidemic, African American religious leaders from more than 18 different religious caucuses
signed a Declaration of War to fight HIV/AIDS.

"As religious leaders, we have a responsibility to respond with compassion, creativity and
competence to the AIDS epidemic,” said Bishop John Hurst Adams, Senior Bishop of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church. "We have a direct relationship to our members, their families and
friends. We can make a real difference in reaching out to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS in our
communities and what persons, organizations and institutions ought to do."

(more)
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Organized by the Office of National AIDS Policy and The Balm In Gilead, Inc., this one day
summit meeting is the kick-off to this year's annual Black Church Day of Prayer for the Healing of
AIDS on Sunday, March 6, 1994, The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of
AIDS involves many black chufchlcs nationwide and urges them to present a message to their
congregations about HIV/AIDS.

"There is no question that only through partnerships will we be able to reverse the tragic impact
of HIV/AIDS in the African Ameﬂcan community, this summit will help further that goal" said
Kristine Gebbie, President Clinton’s National AIDS Policy Coordinator.

AIDS is taking a tragic toll in the African American community. In less than a decade, AIDS
has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African American men and women
between 25-36 years old. It is estimated that in 1994 one African American per hour will die of
AIDS in the United States.

Many HIV p_mvention and_edubation effor;-fbr Af;ican Amencans ‘s.re }ulmg?ecause aey do
not take into consideration or understand how to addxess the epidemic in the African American
community,

"This summit is an exciting step toward building a network of religious leaders and church
congregations who know and understand the African American community and are sensitive to the
issues surrounding the epidemic in their communities,” said Pernessa Seele, founder and chief
executive officer of The Balm In Gilead, Inc.

(more)
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Dedicated to educating the African American community about HIV/AIDS, The Balm In Gilead,

Inc. encourages community leaders to establish programs to help eradicate HIV/AIDS and provides

technical assistance and educational materials to religious and community-based organizations about

HIV/AIDS related health conditions.
For more information about events and activities surrounding The Balm In Gilead, Inc.’s

upcoming Sunday, March 6th, National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS, contact Pauline

Barfield, at (212) 736-0404.
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Rev, T. Jemison

National Baptist Convention, U.S.A.
356 East Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Dr. Michael Lemmons

Congress of National Black Churches
1225 1 Street, NW suite 750
Washington, DC 20005

Rev, Joseph Lowery
SCLC

334 Auburn Ave, NE
Atlanta, GA 30303

Bishop John H, Adams

African Methodist Episcopal Church
400 Arbor Lake Drive Suite B 300
Columbia, SC 29223

Bishop L. H. Ford
Prelate of C.0.G.1.C. International
4526 S. Wabash Ave,

Chicago, Il 60653

Dr. Preston Washington
HCCI

2858-64 8th Ave.
New York, NY 10039
Apostle William Brown
Salvation & Deliverance Church
37 West 116th St,

New York, NY 10026

Rev. Howard Bryant
Black Presbyterian Caucus
175 "N" Street

Hillside, NJ 07205

Rev. John Cato

African American Council of the
Reformed Church of America
475 Riverside Drive - 18th Floor
New York, NY 10115
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Rev, Patricia Reeberg
Council of Churches of NYC
475 Riverside Drive

Suite 439

New York, NY 10115

Rev. Jerome Dorsey

African American Ministries

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
8765 W. Higgins Road

Chicago, IL 60631

Dr. Megan McLaughlin

Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies
281 Park Ave. South

New York, NY 10010

Rev. Timothy Mitchell
Ebenczer Baptist Chruch
36-12 Prince Street
Flushing, NY 11354

Rev, Donald Sterling

Black Catholic Clergy Caucus
4408 Liberty Heights Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21207

Dr. Richard Tolliver

Union of Black Episcopalians
6105 S. Michigan-Ave.
Chicago, IL 60637

Bishop James 1. Clark

Grace Refuge Temple

2081 Adam Clayton Powell, Jr, Blvd.
New York, NY 10027

Rev, Dr, Barbara King
Hillside International
2450 Cascade Rd SW
Atlanta, Ga 30311

Rev. Dr. Forrest Harris
Divinity School - Room 221
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, TN 37240
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Rev. Gary V. Simpson
Concord Baptist Church

833 Gardner C. Taylor Blvd.
Brooklyn, NY 11216

Rev, Jeffrey Stallworth

Anderson United Methodist Church
485 West Northside Drive
Jackson, MS 39206

Rev. Bill McGill
P.E.A.C.E.

3520 Meredith Drive,#2
Des Monies, lowa 50310

Rev. Dr, Jack Sullivan
Disciples of Christ

222 Downey Avenue
P.O. Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN 46206

Rev. Mariann Taylor
Nashville Cares, Inc.
P.O. Box 25107

Nashville, TN 37204

Rev, Cecil Murray

First A M.E, Church
2270 South Harvard Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90018-

Dr. J. Curtis Goar

Dir. of Family, Youth & Children Sves.

Action For Bridgeport Community Development
1070 Park Avenue

Bridgeport, CT 06604-3400

Rev. Franklyn Richardson
Grace Baptist Church

52 South Sixth Avenue
Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

Margaret Joan Cousin
7005 Woodbine Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 09151
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Rev, Dr. M, William Howard
New York Theological Seminary
5 West 29th Street

New York, NY 10001

Dean Harold Trulear

New York TheologicalSeminary
5 West 29th Street

New York, NY 10001

Bishop Norman Quick
Child’s Memorial COGIC
1763 Amsterdam Avenue
New York, NY 10031

Rev. Julia Quinlan
144 West 228th Street
Bronx, NY 10463

Rev. Don Gilmore

St. James Paseo United Methodist Church
5540 Wayne Street

Kansas City, Missouri 64110

Rev. Saul Williams
Baptist Temple

7-11 William Street
Newburgh, NY 12550

Dr. Willie E. Givens —
82 Brisbane Drive
Charleston, SC 29407

Bishop Joseph B, Bethea

The United Methodist Church
4908 Colonial Drive
Columbia, SC 29203

Bishop Forrest C. Stith
252 Bryant Avenue
White Plains, NY 10605

Rev, Alvin Jackson

Mississippi Bivd. Christian Church
70 North Bellevue Blvd.
Memphis, TN 38104
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Rev. William Robinson

Hoover United Methodist Church
4000 W. 13th Street

Little Rock, Ark. 72204

Bishop Orris Walker
Diocese of Long Island
36 Cathedral Avenue
Garden City, NY 11530

Dr. Wayland Melton
Grace Episcopal Church
5501 Hamilton Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45224

Dr. Cornell West
104 Dickinson Hall
Princeton University
Princeton, NJ 08544

Dr. Elias Farajaje Jones
1223 Girard Dr, NE
Washington, DC 20017

Dr. J. Jerome Cooper
Berean Pearl Church
2101 N. Broad St.
Philadelphia, PA 19122

Rev. James Thomas
Jefferson Street Missionary Baplist
2708 Jefferson Street

Nashville, TN 37208

Rev. Jonathan Staples

Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies
281 Park Ave. S

New York, NY 10010

Canon Frederick Williams
Church on the Intercession
550 W. 155th St

New York, NY 10032
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Rev, Dr. James Forbes
The Riverside Church
490 Riverside Dr.
New York, NY 10027

Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Wright
Trinity United Chruch of Christ
532 W. 95 St.

Chicago, Il 60628

Rev. Terri Griffin Price
Virginia Union Seminary
1601 W, Leigh St.
Richmond, Va 23220

Susanne Ishee

Broadway Cares

165 W. 46 St.  suite 1300
New York, NY 10036

Sam E, Johnson
Friendship Ministries
2857 Mercer Univ,
Macon, Ga 31204

Rev. Alfonso Wyatt

121 Ave. of Americas

New York, NY 10013

Nell Gibson

NY Episcopal Mission Society
18 West 18th St.

New York, NY 10011

Rev. O’Neal Mackey
Bethel A.M.E. Church
52 W. 132 St.

New York, NY 10037

Rev. Carol Johnson
Harvard School of Divinity
45 Francis Ave.
Camhridge, Mass 02138
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Jacquelyn Wilkinson
AIDS National Interfaith
110 Maryland Ave. suite 504

Washington, DC 20002

Jacqui Burton

Lilly Endowment

2801 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46208

Westina Matthews
Merrill Lynch & Co.
New York, NY 10080-6106

Dean Clarence Newsome

Howard University School of Divinty
1400 Shepard St. NE

Washington, DC 20017

Rev. Diane Norman

Progressive National Baptist Church
18900 James Couzens

Detroit, MI 48235

Dr. Silas Norman
Hartsford Memorial Church
17702 Sunderland Rd,
Detroit, M1 48219

Pastor Mercedes Brown

Cross of Life Lutheran Chruch
1240 E. 7th St.

Plainville, NJ 07062

Bishop Herbert Thompson
Episcopal Diocese of Ohio
412 Sycamore St.
Cincimnti, Ohiﬂ 45224

Dr, Tyrone Pitts

National Progressive Baptist Church
601 50th St. NE

Washington, DC 20019
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Rev, W. C. Champion

C.M.E. Church - Dallas District
102 Pearly Top Drive

Glenn Heights, TX 75115

Rev. Dr. Michael Frencher
Trinity A.M.E.Z. Chruch
4601 Graham Rd
Greensboro, NC 27410

Mary Grant

United Black Christians
172-17 Linden Blvd
St. Albans, NY 11434

Rev. Kwasi Thornell
Calvery Episcopal Church
509 I Street NE
Washington, DC 20002

Rev. Jessie Jackson
Rainbow Coalition

1700 K Street NW
Washington, DC 20006

Rev. Richard Wills, Sr,

Dexter Ave, King Memorial Baptist Chruch
454 Dexter Ave,

Montgomery, Al 36104



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 25, 1994

MEMORANDUM
TO: Cindy Gire, Special Assistant to Mrs. Gore
FROM: W. Steve Lee, Executive Assistant, Office of National

AIDS Policy W'm

SUBJECT: February 25, 1994

We would very pleased to have Mrs. Gore stop to offer support to
the African American Clergy Declaration of War on HIV/AIDS summit
and press conference. It is an opportune time to speak on
Federal/local partnerships and community empowerment. I would
happily prepare the talking points.

The schedule would accommodate Mrs. Gore’s schedule at any point

throughout the day. Thanks for your help and I look forward to
hearing from you.



SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE AND TIME:
DURATION:

LOCATION:

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Ricki Seidman, Assistant to the President for
Appointments and Scheduling

Kristine M. Gebbie
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

For the President to attend services at a church participating in
the Black Church Nat’l Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS

To demonstrate support for community and religious
partnerships with the government in education and prevention
efforts regarding HIV and AIDS.

The African-American faith community has expanded what was
a New York event into a National Day of Prayer. This effort
has been lead by Pernessa Seele of Balm in Gilead, one of the
clergy who joined the President for breakfast in November to
discuss HIV issues.

The African-American community has been disproportionally
affected by the AIDS epidemic; their communities and churches
must have greater involvement in HIV and AIDS service and
prevention. Support for this day would be a very effective
statement from the President.

NONE
Sunday, March 6, 1994 Time: TBD
one and one half hour

TBD [Depending on where the President is that day, a
church participating in almost any major city could be
selected.]



DAY OF PRAYER CHURCH ATTENDANCE

FEBRUARY 23, 1994
PAGE TWO

PARTICIPANTS:

OUTLINE OF EVENTS:
REMARKS REQUIRED:

MEDIA COVERAGE:
FIRST LADY’S
ATTENDANCE:
RECOMMENDED BY:

CONTACT:

TBD

Church attendance

NONE

TBD

Yes, if she was already scheduled to be with the President that
day.

Carol Rasco, Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy

Steve Lee and John Paul Gurrola, Office of National AIDS
Policy, 202/632-1090.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 24, 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO: Lt. Michael Lucas
White House Mess

FROM: Kristine M. Gebbie W-Xme Cu
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

SUBJECT: February 28th breakfast reception
On Monday, February 28, 1994 from 8:00 - 9:00 a.m., I am
sponsoring a reception for 60 people in the Indian Treaty Room.

I would like coffee, juice and pastry service for the group.

Please contact Steve Lee in my office at 632-1090 to coordinate
the details.
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THE BALM IN GILEAD, INC.

"An Organization Dedicated to Healing the African American Community
Through Prayer, Health Education and Advocacy”

FAX SHEET

TO: BUCK BUCKINGHAM

FROM: PERNESSA SEELE

DATE: DECEMBER 8, 1993

NUMBER OF PAGES (INCLUDING TOP): 3

MESSAGE:
Good afternoon Buck!

Here is my contribution to our letter writing project. I have also attached a preliminary schedule on how I see the
day. 1 would like to state in the letter the actually date of this meeting, I know this might delay the letter going
out somewhat, bowever, I feel it is important to have a scheduled date stated.

I'm thinking that maybe Kristine can incorporate how the president's health plan services people with AIDS in
her preseatation. I can be reached at (914) 564-3678. My fax number is (914) 566-1357.
Looking to hear from you!!!

"Post Office Box 86, Lincolnton Station; New York, NY 10037
Tel. (212) 2814887  Fax: (212) 281-8102



Dear:

On November 29th | met with a small group of men and women of faith from across the
country to hear how they and their religious communities had been responding to the
HIV/AIDS epidemic.

In that meeting | had the opportunity to meet with Pernessa Seele of The Balm in Gilead,
Inc. of New York and to leamn about The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the
Healing of AIDS. | was very impressed by this effort and have given this important project
my full endorsement. | hope and trust that you and your denomination are planning to
be full participants in The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS
on Sunday, March 6, 1994,

HIV/AIDS are having particularly devastating effects on African Americans, and | urge you
to do everything in your power to lead your communities in providing forthright education
which will prevent transmission of the virus, and in urging compassionate care for all who
are affected.

| would like to invite you to the White House on Monday, February 28th at 9:00 a.m., to
meet with me, my National AIDS Policy Coordinator, Kristine Gebbie, and the U.S.
Surgeon General, Dr. Joycelyn Eiders, for a day long conference regarding the AIDS
epidemic in the African American community. Activities of the day will include a national
press conference for The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.
The White House staff is working with Pemessa Seele to make this an historic event.

You will receive additional details directly from The Balm in Gilead, Inc. concerning this
important meeting. | hope you will plan now to be present. If you have any questions,
please call Pernessa Seele at (212) 281-4887.

Sincerely yours,

Bill Clinton



DRAFT

Dear

On November 29th I met with a small group of men and women of faith from across

the country to hear how they and their religious communities had been responding to
the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

In that meeting I had the opportunity to meet with Pernessa Seele of The Balm In
Gilead, Inc. in Harlem and to learn about the Black Church National Day of Prayer
for the Healing of AIDS. I hope and trust that you and your denomination (right
word?) are planning to be full participants in this important event next March 6th.

HIV and AIDS are having particularly devastating effects on African Americans, and
I urge you to do everything in your power to lead your communities in providing
forthright education which will prevent transmission of the virus, and in urging
compassionate care for all who are ill.

To assist you in providing this leadership, my National AIDS Policy Coordinator,
Kristine Gebbie and the U.S. Surgeon General Dr. Joycelyn Elders are working with
the sponsors of the Black Church National Day of Prayer to present a day-long
workshop at the White House in late February. You will receive additional details
directly from The Balm in Gilead, but I hope you will plan now to participate in this
event of so much importance to the African American community.

Sincerely yours,

Bill Clinton



 Office of the National AIDS Policy Coordinat

Executive Office of the President
750 17th Street, N.W. Suite 1060
Washington, D.C. 20500

Phone: (202)632-1090
Fax: (202)632-1096
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Rev. Dr, Richard L. Tolliver
Union of Black Episcopalians

N

- 5l

Rev, H. Michae! Lemmons Bishop Louis H. Ford
Congress of National Black Churches ' The Church of God In Christ

Bishop

Bishop William Brown John H. Adams
African Methodist Episcopal Charch

Salvation & Delivernnce Church
‘Worldwide

Rev. Dr. T.J. Jemison
National Baptist Convention, USA Bishop CD. Colernan
Christian Methedist Episcopal Church

Rev. Dr. Barbara iing Rev. Dr. Preston R. Washingion
Hillside Intemational Harlem Churches for Community
Truth Center, Inc. Improvement, Inc.

Progressive National Baptist Convention Rev. Patricia A. Reeberg,
Counal of Churches of the City of NYC

Fev. Joseph Roberson
Black Methodist For Church Renewal
The Unitad Methodist Charch

Father Donald Sterling
National Black Cathalic Clengy Cancus

Joseph Lowery
Southern Christian Leadership Conference

et D i he Black B
Nnﬁunﬂﬂhckﬁmmwl:nu:&m Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies t B ac mumMgaJmégh?ﬁa«w

church Bt
national oay
OfF prayer

FOR THE HEALING OF AIDS

Rev. Horace Britt
Black United Chstiana
The United Church of Christ

MARCH 6, 1994

A Program of The Balm In Gilead, Inc.
R D Doty M In Association With Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS e e
Sack Lnderi Commimion o AIDS, . For Further Informaticn Call (212) 281-4887 Naiona Bt Cooverin o A

Feumanical Clergy Cancus

Please send me a registration kit for the
Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS
Sunday, March 6, 1994

Pemessa C. Seele Nérne Ofchln'ch Rev. Canon Frederick B. Williama

FoundeeC.E.O. D. Min DC.L.
o Name of Pastor ot Balon I Ciend.
Church mailing address
City. State Zip
Telephone ( )
Contact Person
Address (I different from above)
City State, Zip

Telephone ( )

Mail to: The Balm In Gilead, Inc., PO. Box, 86, Lincolnton Station , New York, N.Y. 10037
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' * +THE 2ND ANNUAL
BLACK CHURCH NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE HEALNG OF AIDS

A Campaign for a Spiritual Commitment to Fight AIDS
There areover 500,000 Black Churches in the United States

Approximately 30% of all AIDS cases occur in the
African American community, yet African Americans
constitute only 12% of the U.S. population. It is
estimated that in 1993 one African American per hour
dies of AIDS in the United States.
The most significant African American Institution
in the U.S. is the Church.
The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the
Healing of AIDS-A campaign for a spiritual commitment
to fight AIDS-will mobilize support, awareness,
compassion and raise funds for the thousands of African
Americans affected by the AIDS epidemic.

The goal of this campaign is to call Black Churches
across the nation into prayerful action. On Sunday,
March 6, 1994, we are inviting churches to focus their
morning worship activities on the healing of AIDS-
through prayer, education, support for persons living
with HIV/AIDS, and fundraising.

Participating churches will be provided with liturgical
resources to be used throughout the campaign which will
include litanies, responsive readings, and suggested
sermon topics. In addition, a handbook on AIDS
education & prevention will be included. The packet will

also include guidelines for participation in our Care
Bond Drive.

A Care Bond is a non-redeemable, tax-deductible
certificate in denominations of $10-$1000. Each Care
Bond features the likeness of an African American
celebrity as well as their autograph and quote about why
they have enlisted in the WORLD WAR AGAINST
AIDS, Care Bonds are mechanisms to raise funds to
assist Black churches in the establishment of AIDS
ministries and to support African Americans affected by
HIV/AIDS nationwide.

The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the
Healing of AIDS is a program of The Balm In Gilead,
Ine., a not-for-profit organization dedicated to
mobilizing African American religious communities in
fighting HIV/AIDS. Broadway Cares/Equity Fights
AIDS, the entertainment industry's most active and
vital foundation addressing the challenges of AIDS, has
joined forces with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in this
historic collaboration of faith.

This campaign for a spiritual commitment to fight
AIDS is endorsed by every major African American
religious denomination and caucus within Anglo Saxon
institutions. The Care Bond campaign begins on
December 1, 1993 and culminates on Sunday, March 6,
1994.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 24, 1993
DECISION MEMORANDUM
TO: vKristine Gebbie, National AIDS Policy Coordinator
Alexis Herman, Assistant to the President
and Director of Public Liaison , ~

\
FROME. Wi W, Deckiuebes T Spacial Assiaiest 10 Ass. Gesbis TV &
SUBJECT: National Black Churches Day of Prayer for the End of AIDS

L ACTION-FORCING EVENT Sunday, March 6, 1994 is the date scheduled for this
year’s National Black Churches Day of Prayer for the End of AIDS. Pernessa Seele,
of Balm in Gilead/Harlem Churches has asked our assistance in raising the profile of
the event and securing broader observance of it across the country.

IL. BACKGROUND ANALYSIS Black churches have traditionally been major forces
for social change in their communities, but few have until very recently--if at all--
been willing to confront the devastating affects of HIV/AIDS on the African
American community. The Day of Prayer for the End of AIDS is intended to
confront that resistance and empower Black denominations, and churches at the
community level, to respond more compassionately and effectively to the epidemic.

IMI. RECOMMENDATION It is recommended that we assist Balm in Gilead and Ms.

Seele in the following ways:

®  provide space in OEOB for a meeting in late February (preferred date is
02/28/94) of approximately 50 African American religious leaders, and secure
letters of invitation signed by the President

®  have both of you, Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders, and other appropriate
Administration officials participate in the agenda

®  ask Presidential Scheduling to include a drop by and brief remarks by the
President, or at minimum a group photo opportunity with the participants.

It has been made clear to Ms. Seele that all costs associated with the event (e.g.,
travel and lodging for participants, catering — if any - by the White House Mess,
etc.) will have to be borne by her organization.

DECISION

v
| _Approve Approve as Amended Reject No action
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WASHINGTON

U — February 23, 1994

Dr. Michael Lemmons .
Congress of National Black Churches
1225 I St., NW, Suite 750
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Lemmons:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American

community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past

’ few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

SN e B

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Joseph Lowery
SCLC

334 Auburn Ave., NE
Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Rev. Lowery:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

5 e NUGE G

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Bishop John H. Adams

African Methodist Episcopal Church
400 Arbor Lake Drive

Suite B 300

Columbia, SC 29223

Dear Bishop Adams:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day's activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,

Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
ST T

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dr. Preston Washington
HCCI

2858-64 8th Avenue
New York, NY 10039

Dear Dr. Washington:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American

community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
c&&,ﬁu:* TG W e

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Bishop C.D. Coleman
2330 Sutter Street
Dallas, TX 75216

Dear Bishop Coleman:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
)

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. John Cato

African American Council of the
Reformed Church of America
475 Riverside Drive - 18th Floor
New York, NY 10115

Dear Rev. Cato:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
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Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Patricia Reeberg
Council of Churches of NYC
475 Riverside Drive

Suite 439

New York, NY 10115

Dear Rev. Reeberg:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
)
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Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Jerome Dorsey

African American Ministries

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
8765 W. Higgins Road

Chicago, IL 60631

Dear Rev. Dorsey:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

ol

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dr. Megan McLaughlin
Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies
281 Park Avenue South
New York, NY 10010

Dear Dr. McLaughlin:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American

community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
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Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Timothy Mitchell
Ebenezer Baptist Church
36-12 Prince Street
Flushing, NY 11354

Dear Rev. Mitchell:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

AT e\

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dr. Richard Tolliver

Union of Black Episcopalians
6105 S. Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60637

Dear Dr. Tolliver:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American

community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
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Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WH|TE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Forrest Harris
Divinity School - Room 221
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, TN 37240

Dear Rev. Harris:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

c&%dmi\ﬁn.m

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Gary V. Simpson

Concord Baptist Church

833 Gardner C. Taylor Boulevard
Brooklyn, NY 11216

Dear Rev. Simpson:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American

community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,

Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
% ML_._\D
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Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Barbara King
Hillside International
2450 Cascade Rd., SW
Atlanta, GA 30311

Dear Rev. King:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American

community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

\
Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Bill McGill
P.E.A.C.E.

5520 Meredith Drive, #2
Des Monies, Iowa 50310

Dear Rev. McGill:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

PR b vl

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Jack Sullivan
Disciples of Christ
P.O. Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN 46206

Dear Rev. Sullivan:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American

community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in . Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Mariann Taylor
Nashville Cares, Inc.
P.O. Box 25107

Nashville, TN 37204

Dear Rev. Taylor:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dr. J. Curtis Goar

Dir. of Family, Youth & Children Services
Action For Bridgeport Community Development
1070 Park Avenue

Bridgeport, CT 06604-3400

Dear Dr. Goar:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

el B

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dr. Wayland Melton
Grace Episcopal Church
5501 Hamilton Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45224

Dear Dr. Melton:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead's Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
)
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Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dr. Comell West
104 Dickinson Hall
Princeton University
Princeton, NJ 08544

Dear Dr. West:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
)

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dr. Elias Farajaje Jones
1223 Girard Dr., NE
Washington, DC 20017

Dear Dr. Jones:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead's Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
B3 R\ L

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dr. J. Jerome Cooper
Berean Pearl Church
2101 N. Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19122

Dear Dr. Cooper:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

ML

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N,
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Sincerely,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Bishop Orris Walker
Diocese of Long Island
36 Cathedral Avenue
Garden City, NY 11530

Dear Bishop Walker:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead's Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

e, Do

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Jonathan Staples

Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies
281 Park Ave. S

New York, NY 10010

Dear Rev. Staples:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Canon Frederick Williams
Church on the Intercession

550 W. 155th Street

New York, NY 10032

Dear Rev. Williams:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

civ&jc:; D oe0.

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Jeremiah Wright

Trinity United Chruch of Christ
532 W. 95 Street

Chicago, IL 60628

Dear Rev. Wright:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Ml Wit

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Terri Griffin Price
Virginia Union Seminary
1601 W, Leigh Street
Richmond, VA 23220

Dear Rev. Price:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. W.C. Champion

C.M.E. Church - Dallas District
102 Pearly Top Drive

Glenn Heights, TX 75115

Dear Rev. Champion:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead's Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Susanne Ishee
Broadway Cares

165 W. 46 Street
Suite 1300

New York, NY 10036

Dear Ms. Ishee:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

s

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Sam E. Johnson
Friendship Ministries
2857 Mercer University
Macon, GA 31204

Dear Mr. Johnson:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American

community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead's Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pemessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Alfonso Wyatt
121 Avenue of Americas
Dear New York, NY 10013:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American

community,

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Nell Gibson

NY Episcopal Mission Society
18 West 18th Street

New York, NY 10011

Dear Mr. Gibson:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

é’\)&\ic:g\é)gg /

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Carol Johnson
Harvard School of Divinity
45 Francis Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Rev. Johnson:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sinjerely,
Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WH|TE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Jacquelyn Wilkinson
AIDS National Interfaith
110 Maryland Avenue
Suite 504

Washington, DC 20002

Dear Ms. Wilkinson:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Jacqui Burton

Lilly Endowment

2801 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46208

Dear Ms. Burton:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

vl S

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Westina Matthews

Merrill Lynch & Co.

World Finance Center, South Tower
New York, NY 10080-6106

Dear Ms. Matthews:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dr. Silas Norman
Hartsford Memorial Church
17702 Sunderland Road
Detroit, MI 48219

Dear Dr. Norman:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Bishop Herbert Thompson
Episcopal Diocese of Ohio
412 Sycamore Street
Cincinnati, OH 45224

Dear Bishop Thompson:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American

community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dr. Tyrone Pitts

National Progressive Baptist Church
601 50th St., NE

Washington, DC 20019

Dear Dr, Pitts:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community,

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

M atos, DL,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dean Clarence Newsome

Howard University School of Divinty
1400 Shepard St., NE

Washington, DC 20017

Dear Dean Newsome:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Michael Frencher
Trinity A.M.E.Z. Church
4601 Graham Road
Greensboro, NC 27410

Dear Rev. Frencher:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American

community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

et . Bods

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Mary Grant
United Black Christians

172-17 Linden Boulevard
St. Albans, NY 11434

Dear Ms. Grant:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

et W

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Franklyn Richardson
Grace Baptist Church

52 South Sixth Avenue
Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

Dear Rev. Richardson:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American

community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

j%)ruﬁmﬁ_.&,g.',

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. M. William Howard

New York Theological Seminary
5 West 29th Street

New York, NY 10001

Dear Rev. Howard:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dean Harold Trulear

New York Theological Seminary
5 West 29th Street

New York, NY 10001

Dear Dean Trulear:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

BV el YR

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Bishop Norman Quick
Child’s Memorial COGIC
1763 Amsterdam Avenue
New York, NY 10031

Dear Bishop Quick:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

B e R

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Don Gilmore

St. James Paseo United Methodist Church
5540 Wayne Street

Kansas City, MO 64110

Dear Rev. Gilmore:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Dr. Willie E. Givens
82 Brisbane Drive
Charleston, SC 29407

Dear Dr. Givens:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of

Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Bishop Forrest C. Stith
252 Bryant Avenue
White Plains, NY 10605

Dear Bishop Stith:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Pk )

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1994

Rev. Jessie Jackson
Rainbow Coalition

1700 K St., NW
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Rev. Jackson:

In preparation for the first African-American religious leaders summit on AIDS and national
press conference at the White House in Washington, DC on Monday, February 28, I extend
my personal invitation, and that of the President to attend this historical program.

Your participation is vital to the success of this momentous day in Washington. The Black
church is a powerful source of strength, commitment, compassion, and healing. There is no
question, we must fight together to reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS in the African-American
community.

Approximately 50 African-American religious leaders from across the country will attend this
historic event in honor of the Balm In Gilead’s Second Annual Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

This African-American religious leaders summit on HIV/AIDS is a critical event. Today,
the rate of HIV infection and AIDS in African American communities is soaring. In the past
few years, AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African-
American men and women between the ages of 25-36.

The White House is pleased to be in partnership with The Balm In Gilead, Inc. in hosting
this important summit and press conference. The Balm In Gilead will provide you with
pertinent information on the day’s activities and security clearance procedures. If you have
any questions, please call Pernessa Seele, Chief Executive Officer of The Balm In Gilead,
Inc. at (212) 281-4887.

Once again, personally and on behalf of the President, I welcome your participation, and
look forward to meeting you in Washington on February 28 at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 25, 1994

MEMORANDUM
TO: Lt. Michael Lucas
FROM: Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N. w-mﬁu{,..-

National AIDS Policy Coordinator

SUBJECT: February 28 breakfast reception

On February 28, 1994 from 8:00 - 9:00 a.m., I am sponsoring a
breakfast reception for 60 people in the Indian Treaty Room. I
need coffee, juice, fruit and pastry service for the group.
Please call Steve Lee at 632-1090 on my staff to work out the
details.



Proposed Media Materials
for
the African American Religious Leaders Summit
& Press Conference on HIV/AIDS
for

Monday, February 28, 1994



Media Material

1

Press conference agenda

Press release & media advisory

African American Clergy’s Declaration of War on
HIV/AIDS

The Balm In Gilead, Inc. fact sheet

HIV/AIDS & the African American community fact
sheet

Bios of Kristine Gebbie, Pernessa Seele and religious
leaders (to be collected)

Other?



National Press Conference on

the African American Religious Leaders Summit on HIV/AIDS

1:30 p.m. - 1:35 p.m.

1:35 p.m. - 1:40 p.m.

1:40 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.

1:45 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m. - 2:10 p.m.

2:10 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

White House Conference Center
725 Jackson Place
February 28, 1994

1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Agenda

Kristine Gebbie, National AIDS Policy Coordinator. Welcome
and opening remarks.

Charles Rangel, U.S. Representative (D-NY), 15th District,
New York.

Pernessa Seele, Founder & Chief Executive Officer, The Balm
In Gilead, Inc. Ms. Seele will announce this year’s Black
Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS and
will make a statement on the significance of signing the
African American Clergy Declaration of War on HIV/AIDS.
Ms. Seele will ask Dr. Lemmons to join her and make a
statement.

Rev. Dr. H. Michael Lemmons, Executive Director of the
Congress of the National Churches will make a statement.
Following his statement Dr. Lemmons will ask Rev. Canon
Frederick Williams, Rev. Dr. James Forbes, Rev. Jerimiah
Wright, Rev. Patricia Reeberg, and Rev. Dr. John Hurst
Adams to sign the Declaration of War on HIV/AIDS.

Question and answers from the press.

Complete declaration signing by all religious leaders
(photographer will be available).



What:

Who:

When:

Contact:

MEDIA ADVISORY

African American Religious Leaders Meet at White House
to Sign
the African American Clergy Declaration of War on HIV/AIDS

African American religious leaders from across the country with meet with
Kristine Gebbie, National AIDS Policy Coordinator at the White House to
hold first summit on HIV/AIDS and will sign the African American
Clergy Declaration of War on HIV/AIDS.

In observance of this year’s Black Church National Day of Prayer for the
Healing of AIDS, African American religious leaders will announce their
commitment to fight HIV/AIDS and sign the first African American Clergy
Declaration of War on HIV/AIDS.

Speakers include:

Kristine Gebbie, National AIDS Policy Coordinator

U.S. Representative Charles B. Rangel (D-NY)

Pernessa Seele, Founder & Chief Executive Officer, The Balm In Gilead, Inc.

Rev. Dr. H. Michael Lemmons, Executive Director, Congress of the National
Churches

Reverend Canon Frederick Williams, National Chairperson, The Balm In
Gilead, Inc.

Reverend Dr. James Forbes, The Riverside Church, New York City

Reverend Dr. Jeremiah Wright, Trinity United Church of Christ, Chicago

Reverend Patricia Reeberg, Council of Churches of New York City

Reverend Dr. John Hurst Adams, African Methodist Episcopal Church

The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS is
endorsed by 18 African American religious caucuses.

Monday, February 28, 1994
1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

White House Conference Center
725 Jackson Place

Washington, DC

John Paul Gurrola

National AIDS Policy Office
(202) 632-1090

Pernessa Seele

The Balm In Gilead, Inc.
(212) 860-7897



PRESS RELEASE DRAFT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: John Paul Gurrola

National AIDS Policy Office

(202) 632-1090

Pernessa Seele

The Balm In Gilead, Inc.

(212) 860-7897

or Sheryl Kravitz

(202) 973-5847

AFRICAN AMERICAN CLERGY SIGN DECLARATION O@N HIV/AIDS
RELIGIOUS LEADERS
GATHER AT WHITE HOUSE FOR FIRST SUMMIT MEETING
ON HIV/AIDS

WASHINGTON, D.C., Monday, February 28 , 1994 - For the first time, black
church leaders from across the country will meet today with Kristine M. Gebbie,
President Clinton’s National AIDS Policy Coordinator to discuss the impact of
HIV/AIDS in the African American community and to rally support for increased
awareness and education about HIV/AIDS in the African American community.
Announcing their commitment to fight the AIDS epidemic, African American
religious leaders from more than 18 different religious caucuses signed a Declaration
of War to fight HIV/AIDS.

"As religious leaders, we have a responsbility to respond with compassion,
creativity and competence to the AIDS epidemic," said Bishop John Hurst Adams,
Senior Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. "We have a direct
relationship to our members, their families and friends. We can make a real
difference in reaching out to raise awareness about AIDS in our communities and

what persons, organizations and institutions ought to do."

(more)



Page 2 DRAFI

Release

Organized by The Balm In Gilead, Inc., this one day summit meeting is in honor
of this year’s annual Black Church Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS on Sunday,
March 6, 1994, which invites black churches nationwide to present a message to their
congregations about HIV/AIDS.

"This summit is long overdue. There is no question, we must fight together to reverse
the tragic impact of HIV/AIDS in the African American community," said Kristine Gebbie,
President Clinton’s National AIDS Policy Coordinator.

AIDS is taking a tragic toll in the African American community. In less than a decade,
AIDS has quickly become the second leading cause of death among African American men
and women between 25-36. It is estimated that in 1994 one African American per hour will
die of AIDS in the U.S.

Many HIV prevention and education efforts for African Americans are failing because
they don’t take into consideration or understand how to address the epidemic in the African
American community.

"This summit is an exciting first step toward building a network of religious leaders and
church congregations who know and understand the African American community and are
sensitive to the issues surrounding the epidemic in their communities," said Pernessa Seele,
founder and chief executive officer, The Balm In Gilead, Inc.

Dedicated to educating the African American community about HIV/AIDS, The Balm
In Gilead, Inc. encourages community leaders to establish programs to help eradicate
HIV/AIDS and provides technical assistance and educational materials to religious and
community-based organizations about HIV/AIDS and related health conditions.

(more)



Page 3 DRAFT

Release

For more information about events and activities surrounding the Balm In Gilead, Inc.’s
upcoming Sunday, March 6th, National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS, contact
Pernessa Seele, The Balm In Gilead, Inc. at (212) 860-7715.

HH#H



THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CLERGY’S DECLARATION OF WAR ON HIV/AIDS

THE TIME HAS COME TODAY to face the depth of devastation caused by AIDS in
the African American community; to recognize that African Americans are the most
disproportionately represented community of color with respect to HIV/AIDS; that
AIDS continues to be the leading cause of death nationwide of African American
men between the ages of 35 and 44, and of African American women between the
ages of 25 and 44; that the number of teenagers infected with HIV nearly doubles
each year; and that each and every American knows someone, or in the next 12
months will know someone who has died of AIDS.

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCH has a long and distinguished tradition of
leading its people to light in times of great suffering, and of caring for its
parishioners. It has a proud history of pastoral activism and has proven itself a
formidable mobilizer of congregations, but the time has come today to recognize that
as far as our churches have come in the night, there are steps yet to go before dawn;
that the African American religious community, despite this legacy, has too long been
negligent on the most pressing subject of HIV/AIDS. The church’s godly mission is
to minister love and support to its congregations, and to forsake no one, yet, until
today, it has not assumed its proper mantle of responsibility in this time of chaos
caused by the ravages of AIDS to mind, body and soul of our people.

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, the leaders of the African American churches in America,
deem it necessary to acknowledge by means of this proclamation that only through
stalwart commitment, strength of mind and courage of heart on the part of the
religious community can we ever hope to combat the AIDS epidemic. By this
proclamation, we declare our intent to do all in our power to eradicate the scourge of
AIDS in our time; to wage a war on fear and ignorance of HIV/AIDS, from the
pulpit and in our institutions, until such a time as AIDS is no longer a threat to the
lives of the people, and we call upon our fellow clergy, men and women, to do the
same.

WE, MEMBERS OF THE clergy of African American churches in America,
recognizing that as one human being remains uneducated, as long as one human
being suffers from AIDS, it is one too many, vow to develop comprehensive AIDS
prevention programs for our youth; to develop effective AIDS awareness and
prevention strategies for and with our congregations and communities; to provide
supportive counseling to Persons Living with AIDS and to their un-infected families
and loved ones; and to preach consciousness-raising sermons about AIDS prevention
ﬁd compassion for all, regardless of sexual orientation, drug dependency, or lifestyle
oices.



WE FURTHERMORE AFFIRM our commitment to working with grassroots
organizations, corporations, and governmental bodies on the federal, state, and
municipal levels to secure generous financial support of AIDS awareness and
prevention and to educate our congregations in those programs; and to work
throughout our own institutions, the seminaries and schools of theology, to combat
silence on the subject of AIDS and promote an enlightened, non-judgmental clergy,
unimpeded in the war on AIDS by nonproductive biases.

WE FURTHERMORE AFFIRM our commitment to identifying tangible goals and

means of assessing progress on those goals, formulating policy, and engaging in
advocacy on behalf of our communities with respect to the issues around AIDS.

WE FURTHERMORE AFFIRM our support for The Black Church National Day of
Prayer for the Healing of AIDS as a vehicle for mobilizing African American religious
institutions to fight AIDS through prayer, education, and advocacy nationwide.

WE FURTHERMORE AFFIRM that from this day forward, we resolve to open our
eyes and acknowledge those persons among us living with AIDS and their families
and loved ones, and to encourage others to see; to open our hearts in compassion,
and expect others to do the same, and in so doing, cast off the denial that has
hindered our churches in the past, and in so doing move forward with a sense of
divine mission to educate our communities, our congregations and our fellow clergy
about AIDS, and in so doing, say at last,

Surely, There Is A Balm in Gilead.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hand this twenty-eighth of
February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred ninety four, on the occasion of
the first African American Religious Leaders Summit on HIV/AIDS, convened by
The Balm In Gilead, Inc., at the White House, in Washington, District of Columbia.



The Balm In Gilead, Inc.
March, 1994

The Balm In Gilead was incorporated in 1992 to continue the on-going work that began in
1989 with the establishment of the Annual Harlem Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.
The organization’s mission is to mobilize African American religious leaders to fight AIDS
through prayer, education and advocacy. This project has become a landmark in the history
of AIDS and the education of African American churches in this country.

Over the past 5 years, approximately 500 religious institutions in New York City along,
including churches, mosques, synagogues, and theological seminaries have participated in
the organization’s activities and over 550,00 African Americans in New York City have been
reached. The response locally and nationally to organizing activities has been
overwhelming. The Balm In Gilead, Inc. through its organizing activities has brought
theologians, members of the medical community and people living with AIDS together to
establish effective communication and collaborative efforts to address the devastating
impact of AIDS and to prevent its further transmission in African American communities.

The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS is endorsed by the
following African American religious caucuses:

Progressive National Baptist Convention

African Methodist Episcopal Church

National Black Presbyterian Caucus

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

United Black Christians of the United Church of Christ
Salvation and Deliverance Worldwide Ministries
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church

National Baptist Convention, U.S.A.

National Baptist Convention of America

Congress of National Black Churches

National Missionary Baptist Convention of America
Harlem Churches for Community Improvement
Southern Christian Leadership Conference

Black Methodists for Church Renewal

Black Roman Catholic Caucus

Union of Black Episcopalians

Church of God in Christ

Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies



AIDS &
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

FACT: HIV/AIDS is a serious health threat to African American
youth.

Today, 7 percent of the total reported AIDS cases are African Americans
under the age of 30. AIDS cases among African American children
account for more than 50 percent of all pediatric AIDS cases.

FACT: African American women are at risk.

More than 50 percent of AIDS cases are made up of African American
women, injection drug use is the most common mode of transmission,
accounting for nearly 54 percent of cases among African American
women.

FACT: The rate of African Americans dying from AIDS is increasing.

Death rates for African American females is nine times more likely than
for white females, and three times more likely for African American
males than for white males. In less than a decade, AIDS has quickly
become the second leading cause of death among African American men
and women between 25-36.

FACT: AIDS is taking a tragic toll in the African American
community.

Many HIV prevention and education efforts for African Americans fail
because they don’t take into consideration or understand how to address
the epidemic in the African American community.



NAME & TELE/ | # CB DATE | FOLLOW-UP
ORGANIZATION FAX SENT | SENT | DATE & CONTEXT
Pastor Aletha Geiger 701- 12/13
Royal Family & Friends 705
Missionary Baptist Church

2943 N. Camac Street

Philadelphia, PA

19133-1330
Rev. Varlyna D. Wright 706- 12/13
Emmanuel UM. Church 710

17 & York Streets

Philadelphia, PA 19132

Rev. Barbara Ndovie 711- 12/13
103A Wilson Road 715

Maple Shade, NJ 08052

Dr. J. Jerome Cooper 716- 12/13
Berean Pearl Church 720
2101 N. Broad Street

Philadelphia, PA 19122

Rev. Kenneth E. Taylor 721- 12/13
St. Barnabas-Bethsaida 725
U.M. Church

1814 Wharton Street

Philadelphia, PA 19146

Gloria J. Cocker 726- 12/13
53 Ridge Drive 730
Westbury, NY 11590

Rev. Simon P. Bouie 731- 12/13
Bethel AM.E. Church 735

420 Main Street
Freeport, NY 11520




Rev. James E. Jennerett 736- 12/13
Bethel AM.E. Church 740

8216 Park Avenue

Pennsauken, NJ 08109

Ethel M. Williams 741- 12/13
CHAAT. 745

125 Northfield Avenue,

A21F

West Orange, NJ 07052

Rev. Jeanne E. Mackenzie 746- 12/13
Westminister Presbyterian 750

Chuch

400 Eye Street, SW

Washington, DC 20024

Dr. Ise Samuel Rathfl 751- 12/13
Brentwood Baptish 755

Church

13033 Landmark

Houston, TX 77045

Rev. Troy A. Bronner 756- 12/13
Calvary Baptist Church 760

1184 Genesee Street

Buffalo, NY 14211

Quennic Jones 761- 12/13
1821 Summit #110 765
Cincinnati, OH 452367

Rev. Bill McGill, Exec.Dir. 766- 12/13
P.EACE. 770

P.O. Box 1180

Des Moines, LA 50311

Pastor Ruth Jordon 771- 12/13
Jordon Memorial Temple 775

1971 Payne Avenue
Columbus, OH 43209




Rev. J. Alfred Smith, Jr.
Allen Temple Baptist
Church

8500 "A" Street
QOakland. CA 94621

776-
780

12/13

Willie Sylvester
BRENTWOOD BAPTIST
CHURCH

P.O. Box 450409
Houston, TX 77245

781-
785

12/13

/

Rev. Albert Rainier

Inner Light Unity

v Fellowship Church

10th & G Streets, NW

Washington, DC
20013-2045

786-
790

12/13

Yvonne M. Leacock
Heritage United Church of
Christ

3106 Liberty Heights
Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21215

791-
795

12/13

Rev. Frank L. Williams Jr.
St. Paul AM.E. Zion
Church

P.O. Box 246

Quogue, NY 11959

796-
800

12/13

Rev. Delroy Murdock

St. Paul United Methodist
Church

173-01 108th Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11433

801-
805

12/13

Ms. Barbara Edwards
139-28 230th Place
Laurelton, NY 11413

806-
810

12\13




Rev. Anna R. Steward 811- 12/13
Trinity United Methodist 815

Church

515 Wellesley Road

Philadelphia, PA 19119

Rev. Alfred Baptist 816- 12/13
Lamott AM.E. Church 820

1505 W. Chettenham

Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19126

Rev. Ruth M. Jackson 821- 12/13
Miracle Restoration 825
Tabernacle

3012 W. Girard Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19130

Daniel Best 826- 12/13
New Testament Assembly 830

1901 Stenton Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19138

Pastor Rosie W. Brown 831- 12/13
First Church of Love, 835

Faith & Deliverance

3101 Ridge Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19121

Rev. George E. Gibson, Jr. 836- 12/13
Christian Love Baptist 840

Church

1801 N. 32nd Street

Philadelphia, PA 19121

Doc Minter-Saunders 841- 12/13
242 West Cedar Street 845

Norwalk, CT 06854




Patricia Crauton
2991 N, 6th Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110

846-
850

12/13

Sis. Helen Harper
Macedonia Baptist Church
330 Beach 67th St.
Arverne, NY 11692

1126-
1130

1/5

Ms. Susan Bell
Genesis Church of the
Brethren

Kimball Hill

Putney, VT 05346

1131-
1135

1/5

-Ms. Mary McDowell
Gethsemane Baptist
Church

5212 Pembroke Rd.
Hollywood, FL 33023

1136-
1140

1/5

Pastor Reynolds
Emmanuel Baptist Church
One South Walnut St.
Colorado Springs, CO
80905

1141-
1145

1/5

Fr. G. Percival Baoui
Grace Episcopal
Church/Jamiaca

1555-24 90th Avenuc
Jamaica, New York 11432

1146-
1150

1/5

Rev. Paul Marshal
St. Aloysius Church
10932 St. Clair Ave.
Cleveland, OH 44108

1151-
1155

1/5

Mr. Michael Snowden
Black Educational AIDS
Project

Oak Street AM.E, Church
123 West 24th St.
Baltimore, MD 21218

1156-
1160

1/5

Pastor Wayne L. Powell
Strait Gate Church

120 Madison St.
Mamaroneck, NY 10545

1161-
1165

1/5




Rev. Joanne Robertson
Metropolitan
Interdenominational
Church

2128 11th Avenue North
Nashville, TN 37208

1166-
1170

1/5

Mr. James S. Hall
Triumph Baptist Church
16th Wingohocking Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19140

1171-
1175

1/5

Rev. Terry Troia
Brighton Heights
Reformed Church

320 St. Marks Place
Staten Island, NY 10301

1176~
1180

1/5

Ms. Mary Suttles
Chariott Holiness Church
1608 Belfield Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19141

1181-
1185

1/5

Rev. Charles B. Tarver, IV
P.O. Box 34731
Washington, Dc 20043-
4731

1186-
1190

1/5

Rev. Wyatt Venable Sr.
Rt. 2, Box 147
Pamplin, VA 23958

1191-
1195

1/5

Mr. Perry Wooten
Eastchester Presbyterian
Church

Bronx, NY 10469

1196-
1200

1/5

Rev. Willaim Dorn, Jr.
Phillip's Chapel

1401 Edith Blvd. S.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87102

1201-
1205

1/5

Bro. Abisogun Olukoya
Jacob's Ladder Comm.
Fellowship Inc.

3732 W. Century Blvd. #9
Inglewood, CA 90303

1206~
1210

1/5

Mrs. Beatrice Walls
Conerstone Baptist Church
562 Madison St.

Brooklyn, NY 11221

1211-
1215

1/5




Mrs. Virginia Rose 1216- 1/5
1233 S. 23rd Street 1220
Philadelphia, PA 19146

Rev. Yvette Flunder 1221- 1/5
The City of Refuge 1225

Church

754 14th St.

San Francisco, CA 94114

Rachelle Randolph 1226- 1/5
4107 Andrus Avenue 1230
Columbus, OH 43227

Robert J. Lovett 1231- 1/5
Wayland Temple Baptist 1235
Church

2500 Cecil B. Moore

Philadelphia, PA 19121

Mrs. Frostena Kee 1236- 1/5
158 N. 23rd Street 1240
Philadephia, PA 19103

Rev. Herbert Palmer 1241- 1/5
Tindley Temple UM. 1245
Church

750-762 S. Broad Street

Philadelphia, PA 19146

Rev. Eugene McAshm 1246- 1/5
Jones Tabernacle AM.E. 1250

Church

2021 West Diamond St.

Philadelphia, PA 19121

Doris W. Garcia 1251- 1/5
8225 Marion 1255
Pennsauken, NJ 08109

Rev. Blake L. Mills 1256- 1/5
1350 Colwyn Street 1260
Philadelphia, PA 19140

Rev. D.A. Turk 1 1261- 1/5
Allen AM.E. Church 1265

65 Fisher Avenue
White Plains, NY 10606




Rev. James R. Greene Jr. 1266- 1/5
Universal Baptist Church 1270
Harrisburg, PA 17110742
Jefferson Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11221
Rev. Larry W. Camp 1271- 1/5
1655 Flatbush Ave. 1275
Brooklyn, NY 11210
Rev. Johan Johnson 1276- 1/5
St. Mary's Episcopal 1280
Center
516 West 126th St.
New York, NY 10031
Rev. Sharon E. Williams 1281- 1/5
Baptist church of the 1285
Redeemer
1981 Cortelyou Road
Brooklyn, NY 11226
Rev. Kevin Dennie 1286- 1/5
Living Faith Bible Church 1290
11215 N. Nebraska Ave. ,
B3
Tampa, FL 33615
Bernadette M. Guyton 1291- 1/5
Bethel AM.E. Church 1295
53 Central Avenue
Madison, NJ 07940
Rev. Bruce W. Wilkinson 1296- 1/5
Most Blessed Sacrament 1300
Catholic Church
680 W, Peachtree St.
Atlanta, GA 30308

1301- 1/10
Lillian K. Emory 1305
6958 Cedar Park Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19138
Father Maurice Nutt 1306- 1/10
St. Alphonsus Rock 1310

Church
1118 N. Grand St.
St. Louis, Mo 63106




Gloria Cox

Allen Temple AIDS
Ministry

8500 "A" St.
Oakland. CA 94621

1311-
1315

1/19

Rev. Deloris P. Jacobs
Bethel AM.E. Chruch
231 Duck Creek Rd
Clayton, Del 19938

1316-
1320

119

Rev. Henrietta Scott
Fullard

Allen Temple AM.E.
Chruch

322 Franklin Ave.

Mt. Vernon, NY 10553

1321-
1325

1/19

Thom Payne

Columbia UU Fellowship
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

1326-
1330

1/27

Karen Brown

St. John's Missionar
Baptist Chruch
4015 E. Devon Dr.
Indpls, IN 46226

1331-
1335

1127

Lynda Thomas
Allen AM.E. Church
1213 Buena Vista
Fircrest, WA 98466

1336-
1340

1127

Rev. Milton Green

Allen AM.E. Church
1223 Martin Luther King
Jr. Way

Tawma, WA 98405

1341-
1345

1/27

Donna Palmer
Mississippi Christia
Church

70 North Bellevue
Memphis, TN 38104

1346-
1350

1/27




Pastor Francis Penn- 1351- 1/27
Cleveland 1355

7114 Edison

Delda City, Missouri

63121

Rev. Paula Payne 1356- 1727
Eastern United Methodist 1360

Chruch

1429 E. North Ave.

Baltimore, MD 21213

Pastor Richard Headley 1361- 1/27
Bethany Baptist Chruch 1365

59-63 Second ST.

Albany, NY 12210

Fr. John A-Spalding 1366- 2/6
Holyroad Church 1370

175 W. 179 Street

New York, NY 10031

Rev. James R. Green, Jr. 1371- 2/6
Universal Baptist Chruch 1375

742 Jefferson Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11221

Rev. Mary Ellen Rodgers 1376- 2/6
Jarena Lee Community 1380

AM. E. Chruch

362 Macon St.

Brooklyn, NY 11233-1066

Darrel L. Hines 1121- 2/6
Chirstian Faith Fellowship 1125

Chruch
312 East Wiscousin Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53206

Sandra Jackson-Wilson
Chirstian Faith Fellowship
Chruch

312 East Wiscousin Ave.
Milwaukee, W1 53206




M. Denise Miles

6324 S. Sangamon
Chicago, 11l 60621

Rev. Jeremiah A. Wright,
Jr.

Trinity United Church of
Chirst

532 W. 95th St.

Chicago, Il 60628

1116-
1120

2/6

Pastor Mattic A. Darden
Agape Christian Center

90-100 Goffe St.

New Haven, CT 06511

1111-
1115

2/6

Mirian Doggett-Guest

113 Rock Creck Rd
New Haven, CT 06515

1106-
1110

2/6

Shirley Freeman
125 Clinton Avenue
Albany, NY 1210

1101-
1105

2/6

Rev. T. L. Smith

Johnson Memorial Church
of God In Chirst

28 Forsythe Street
Asheville, NC 28801

1096-
1100

Sharon Smith

30 North Lake St.
Glassboro, NJ 08028

Rev. William C, Hutton
Bethel AM.E. Church
12 Zane Street
Glassboro, NJ 08028

1091-
1095




Darlene Hudson

P.O. Box 165917
North Little Rock, Ark
72202

Bishop D. L. Lindsey
New Calvery Temple
COGIC

North Little Rock, Ar.
72202

1086-
1090

Evelyn Davis

Embrace Ministry

277 Madison Ave.
Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

Dr. Donald Hillard, Jr.
Second Baptist Chruch
277 Madison Ave.

Perth Amboy, NJ 08862

1056-
1060

Sandra & Russell Fletcher

48 N. Paron St.
Philadelphia, PA 19139

Pastor Gilbert Coleman,
Iz,

Freedom Christian Bible
Fellowship Chruch

4500 Westminister Ave.

Philadelphia, PA 19131

1081-
1085

Paul Searcy

Urban League

840 Chruch St.
Norfolk, Va 23510

1076-
1080




Dr. Gilbert Campbell
New Calvary Baptist
Chruch

800 E. Va. Beach Blvd.
Norfolk, Va 23504

1071-
1075

Ms. Harriet Bush
Timothy Awareness
Insitute

4521 Hallandale Beach
Blvd.

Hollywood, FI 33023

1066-
1070

Rev. Michelle Bentley
Meadville Lombard
Theological School
5701 South Woodlawn
Chicago, 11l 60637

Tyrone Greenlee

New Mt. Olive Baptist
Chruch

2 Herman Ave.
Ashville, NC 28801

1036-
1040

Dr. Julian Brogdon
Freedom Christian Church
14129 Euclid Ave.

East Cleveland, OH 44112

1031-
1035

Ms. Anita Taylor
Mission of Faith Baptist
Church

11321 S. Praire Ave.
Chicago, 11l 60628

1026-
1030

Rev. Robert Thomas
Southshore Community
Church
7401 Southyates Boulevard
Chicago, 111 60649

1021-
1025

Pastor Ray D. Brown
Resurrection Baptist
Chruch

P.O. Box 152
Schertz, Tx 78154

1016-
1020




Rev. Dave Kalke

All Saints Lutheran Parish
585 E. 163rd Street
Bronx, NY 10456

1011-
1015

D. L. Jenkins

Oak Grove Baptist

130 Old Stage Rd
Toano, Virginia 23168

Rev. Jashua J. Slack, Sr.
Oak Grove Baptist

529 Walker Mill Road
Williamsburg, Va 23185

1006~
1010

Rev. L.R. Judge

St. John AM.E. Chruch
132 W. 134 St.

New York, NY

Pearline J. Harris

St. John AM.E. Church
614 E. 49th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11203

1001-
1005

Larry Johnson

2200 Gleynco Parkway
P.O. Box 50
Brunwick, Ga 3121

1041-
1045

Gilbert Coleman, Jr.
Freedom Christian Bible
Fellowship

4500 Westminster Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19131

Russel Fletcher, Jr.
Freedom Christian Bible
Fellowship

48 N. Paxon Street
Philadelphia, PA 13139

996-
1000




Rev. Robert Murray
First Baptist Bute St.
418 E. Bute St.
Norfolk, Va. 23510

Ezell L. Battle

First Baptist Bute St
2009 Deepcreck Blvd
Pertsmouth, Va 23704

991-
995

Pastor Billy Rufus
Tomberlin Church of God
In Christ

Pastor Billy Rufus
Tomberlin Church of God
In Christ

2924 East 6th St.

Little Rock, Ar. 72202

Alice Faye Colbert
Tomberlin Church of God
In Christ

910 Concorn

Little Rock, AR 72202

Rev. Dr. W.P. Deveaux
Metropolitan A M E.
Church

1518 M St. NW
Washington, DC 20005

Linda Dark
4712 Longhorn Dr.
Beltsville, MD 20705

Dr. William LaRue Dillard
Second Baptist Church
925 So. Shamrock
Monrovia, CA 91016




Rev. Rudloph Coleman
Mt. Zion AM.E. Church
28 N. Queen St.

Dover, Del 19901

Lilliec Mae Johnson
125 Davis Circle
Dover, Del. 19901

Elder Alton A. Smith
Zion Smith Church of
Christ

7293 Shawan Rd.
Wendell, NC 27591

Donald Luster

Mt. Teman AM.E.
36 Aberdeen Road
Elizabeth, NJ 07208

Wayne R. Price
13721 Clifton Park
Robbins, IL 60472

Dr. Melvin B. Girton, Sr.
1001 Eugene St.
Indianapolis, IN 46208

Horace Godwin
1734 Pine St.
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Apostle Lawrence Beaggs
Trumpet In Zion
Ministries

900 S. Pine ST.

Little Rock, Ark, 72204

David LaVern Williams
750 E. 215 Street
Bronx, NY 10467




Micheal Lee Gaves
Temple Batpist Church
3810 Kings Lane
Nashville, TN 37218

Baxter Thomas
86 Nagle Avenue, #1R
New York, NY 10040



THE BALM IN GILEAD, INC.

“An Organizarion Dedicated to Healing the African American Community
Through Prayer, Health Education and Advocacy”

African American Religious Leaders Summit on HIV/AIDS
and
Press Conference for
The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS

~ Preliminary Schedule
Monday, February 28, 1994

8:00 a.m. Assemble
' Lobby of The Old Executive Office of the White House Complex

17 Pennsyvania Avenue NW

8:15 a.m. Continenal Breakfast
: 4th Floor

Greetings:

Blessing of the Food:

9:00 a.m, White House Complex Tour & Photo Opportunity

5:30 a.m. White House Conference Center

Introduction & Welcome
Kristine Grebbie
Pernessa Seele

Introduction of Moderator
The Rev, Canon Frederick Williams
The National Chairperson, The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of
AIDS & Rector, The Church of the Intercession
: New York., NY

Opening Prayer:

The Rev, Cecily Broderick
St. John Episcopal Church
Hempstead, LI
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Solo: Claude Jay Jones, |l
There Is A Balm In Gilead

2227 Dr—Satcher?—.

015 e Db Prlcha,

10:38-e.m. The Politics of AIDS In the African American Community

77 Cengressmen-Chares-Rangel ? ., pbme
10:45 a.m. The Faces of HIV/AIDS

Phil Wilson, AIDS Project Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

Denise Stokes

Sharon Flavors, Community Family Planning Council, New York City

11:15 a.m. Theological Perspectives & Responses

Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., Senior Pastor, The Riverside Church, New York City
- “Hard Talk: Breaking the Silence” '

Bev. Dr. Jeremiah Wright, Pastor, Trinity United Church of Christ, Chicago, Il
*The truth about Health Care & HIV from the African American Perspective"

5 I?tsv. Patricia Reeberg, Executive Director, Council of Churches of the City of NY
*ldeals & Practical Solutions: Healing Resources in the Black Church Tradition™

Rev. Dr. John Hurst Adams, Founder & Chairman Emertius, The Congress of National
Black Churches; Presiding Bishop, African Methodist Episcopal Church :
“The Black Church Participation In the Political Process of the HIV/AIDS Crisis*

1 12:30 p.m. LUNCH (Roundtable Discussion)

" 1:30 p.m. PRESS CONFERENCE
The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS
(signing of an ecumenical statement during the press conference)

TOTAL P.@3




STD Information Line
Fairbanks AK
(907) 451 - 2949

Arkansas AIDS Foundation
(501) 663 - 7833

Arizona AIDS Info Line
(602) 234 - 2752

Alaskan AIDS Hotline
(907) 276 - 4880

Alabama AIDS Hotline
(800) 228 -0469

Health Information Line
(602) 972 - 1114

Tucson AIDS Hotline
(602) 326 - 2437

SC HIV/AIDS Hotline
(800) 922 - 2437

Indian AIDS Hotline
(800) 283 - 2437

San Francisco AIDS Foundation

(415) 863 -2437

Colorado AIDS Hotline
(800) 252 - 2437

AIDS Project Hartford
(203) 247 - 2437

DC AIDS Information Line (202)

332 - 2437

HIV Treament Hotline
(800) 822 - 7422

HIV/AIDS Nightline
(415) 668 - 2437

Connecticut AIDS Hotline
(203) 566 - 1157

Stamford AIDS Hotline
(203) 967 - 2437

Nat'l Association of People
With AIDS
(202) 898 - 0414

Federation of Parents &
Friends
(202) 638 - 4200

Delaware AIDS Hotline
(800) 422 - 0429

AIDS Hotline for Women
(404) 888 - 9991

Statewide AIDS Hotline
(IOWA)
(800) 445 - 2437

Illinois AIDS Hotline
(800) 242 - 2437

Florida AIDS/HIV Hotline
(800) 352 - 2437

Georgia Information Line
(404) 876 - 9944

Hawaii AIDS Hotline
(800) 922 - 1313

Idaho AIDS Foundation
Hotline
(208) 345 - 2277

Indiana HIV/AIDS Hotline
(800) 848 - 2437

NATIONAL AIDS HOTLINE NUMBERS

HIV/AIDS Hotline
(317) 639 - 5937

New Orleans AIDS Hotline
(504) 944 - 2437

Mass. AIDS Hotline
(617) 536 - 7733

Maryland Statewide AIDS
Hotline
(410) 945 - 3427

AIDS Clinical Trials
Information Service
(800) 874 - 2572

Wellness Networks, Inc.
(800) 872 - 2437

Central LA Support
Services
(800) 444 - 7993

Latino Health Institute
(800) 637 - 3776

AIDS Alliance of Martha's
Vineyard, Inc.
(508) 627 - 8868

American Red Cross
(410) 764 - 4610

Maine AIDS Hotline
(800) 851 - 2437

Minnesota AIDS Line
(612) 870- 0700

Missouri AIDS Information
Line
(800) 533 - 2437



HIV/AIDS Information Hotline
American Red Cross
(314) 658 - 5850

Eastern Montana AIDS Hotline
(406) 252 - 1212

Western Montana AIDS Hotline
(800) 633 - 9002

CDC National AIDS Hotline
(800) 342 - 2437
(800) 344 - 7432

Mississippi AIDS Hotline
(800) 826 - 2961

Montana AIDS Program
(800) 233 - 6668

Lesbian and Gay Health Project
(919) 455 - 3377

North Dakota AIDS Hotline
(701) 224 - 2376

Nebraska AIDS Hotline
(800) 782 - 2437

NJ Prison Information & Education

System
(800) 624 - 2377

Nevada AIDS Information Line
(800) 842 - 2437

New York State SIDS Hotline

AIDS Communication Services of

NY
(716) 847 - 2437

NH AIDS Hotline
(800) 752 - 2437

New Mexico AIDS Hotline
(800) 545 - 2437

AIDS for AIDS of Nevada
(702) 474 - 2437

AIDS Hotline
(212) 289 - 1957

NY State AID/HIV Hotlines
(800) 541 - 2437

Long Island Association for
AIDS Care
(516) 385 - 2437

National Hemophilia
Foundation
(800) 424 - 2634

Oklahoma AIDS Hotline
(800) 535 - 2437

Pennsylvania Dept. of
Health
(800) 662 - 6080

People With AIDS Coalition
Hotline
(800) 828 - 3280

Gay Men's Health Crisis,
Inc.
(212) 807 6655

Ohio AIDS Hotline
(800) 332 - 2437

Oregon AIDS Hotline
(503) 223 - 2437

Puerto Rico Dept. of Health
(800) 981 - 5721

PALSS of SC
(803) 779 - 7257

South Dakota AIDS Hotline
(800) 592 - 1861

AIDS Helpline for Health
Professionals
(800) 548 - 4659

Rhode Island Project AIDS
Hotline

(800) 726 - 3010

SC HIV/AIDS Hotline
(800) 322 - 2437

Tennessee AIDS Hotline
(800) 525 - 2437

Texas AIDS Line
(800) 299 - 2437

Utah AIDS Foundation
(801) 487 - 2100

Virginia STD/AIDS Hotline
(804) 371 - 7455

WA State HIV/AIDS
Hotline
(800) 272 - 2437

Wisconsin AIDS Hotline
(414) 273 - 2437

Mountain State AIDS
Network
(800) 585 - 4444

Wyoming AIDS Hotline
(800) 327 - 3577

Vermont Dept. of Health
(800) 882 - 2437

NW AIDS Foundation
Information Line
(206) 329 - 6923

WV of Health & Human
Resources
(800) 642 - 8244

Wyoming AIDS Project
(307) 237 - 7833
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Mr. Steve Lee Febraury 17, 1994
The White House
AIDS Policy Office
Washington, DC
50 Guests
February 28, 1994

 Grilled Chicken Breasts
Boneless Breast served with a
Black Bean Tequila Salsa
A

Chicken Dijon
Grilled Marinated Boneless Breasts P
Served Hot with a Tarragon Cream Sauce |
B

Italian Roasted Potatoes
with Rosemary and Garlic
AorB

Wild and Bosmoti Rice \/
with Herbs and Pecans
B

Fresh Snowpeas

with Julienne Red Pepper
Balsamic Viniagrette
A

Broccoli Florettes
with Julienne Tomato
and a Lemon Thyme Dressing
B

Gourmet Bread Selection /

AandB
Menu $750.00
Chocolate Ganaché Cake / Beverage N/C
A and B Set-Ups N/C
Delivery/Pick Up $18.00

Assorted Beverages Tax Bxempt

Tumblers and Ice vV

iy Total $768.00
See=1p 15,9
(%%

= 2




03/03/94 12:32 T202 512 2490 DCB (DOCUMENTS)

@oo1

T mmm-umwmm

P Victims of Domestic Violence and the Homeless i
Chil'pmonhlurd '

. Reverend Imagene B. Stewart

Founder, Vice Chairperson
Reverend Sidney R. Smith PostOﬂlce BOX'1493 (202) 512-2356 or 2357
President, Executive Director
Washington, D.C, 20013 Reverend Warren L Johnson, Jr.
Shelter No. (202) 797-7460 Resident Manager
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White House Invitees
National Day of Prayer
March 6, 1994

Dr. Michael Lemmons

Congress of National Black Churches
1225 1 Street, NW — Suite 750
Washington, DC 20005

(202) 371-1091

(202) 371-0908 Fax

Rev. Joseph Lowery
SCLC

334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, GA 30303
(404) 522-1420
(404) 659-7390 Fax

Bishop John H. Adams

African Methodist Episcopal Church
400 Arbor Lake Drive -- Suite B 300
Columbia, SC 29223

(803) 691-0771

(8030 691.0674(f)

Dr. Preston Washington

HCCI

2854-64 Frederick Douglas Boulevard
New York, NY 10039

(212) 281-4887

(212) 283.2194(f)

Apostle William Brown
Salvation & Deliverance Church
37 West 116th Street

New York, NY 10026

(212) 722-5488

(212) 722-6563 FAX



Rev. Don Gilmore

St. James Paseo United Methodist Church
5540 Wayne Street

Kansas City, Missouri 64110

(816) 444-5588 (O)

(816) 361.6747 (H)

(816)333-6051 (F)

Rev. Saul Williams
Baptist Temple

7-11 William Street
Newburgh, NY 12550
(914) 561-7030

(914) 565.5279(f)

Dr. Willie E. Givens
82 Brisbane Drive
Charleston, SC 29407
(803) 766-8656 (h)
(803) 871-2554 (c)
(803) 821-0585 (f)

Bishop Joseph B. Bethea

The United Methodist Church
4908 Colonial Drive
Columbia, SC 29203

(803) 786-9486

(803) 754.9377(F)

Rev. Alvin Jackson

Mississippi Blvd. Christian Church
70 North Bellevue Blvd.

Memphis, TN 38104

(901) 729-6222 (o)

(901) 789-8149 (f)

(901) 346-8009 (h)



Rev. Paul Marshall

National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus
10932 St. Claire Ave.

Cleveland, OH 44108

(216) 451.3262 (o)

(216) 541.1601 (f)

Dr. Richard Tolliver

Union of Black Episcopalians
6015 S. Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60637

(312) 288-0038

(312) 288-0459 Fax

Rev. Dr. Micheal Frencher
Trinity A.M.E.Z. Church
4601 Graham Road
Greensboro, NC 27410
(910) 854.3782 (h)

(910) 274.4670 (o)

(910) 656.4670 (f)

Rev. Dr. Forrest Harris
Divinity School - Room 221
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, TN 37240

(615) 343-3981

(615) 343-9957 Fax

Rev. Dr. Gary V. Simpson
Concord Baptist Church

833 Gardner C. Taylor Blvd.
Brooklyn, NY 11216

(718) 622-1818

(718) 857-1638 Fax



Bishop Orris Walker
Diocese of Long Island
36 Cathedral Avenue
Garden City, NY 11530
(516) 283-6200 (o)

(516) 248-1616 (f)

Dr. Elias Farajaje Jones
Howard University
1223 Girard Dr. NE
Washington, DC 20017
(202) 832.6750

(202) 529.5092(F)

Rev. Leroy Attles

St. Paul A. M.E. Church
85 Bishop Allen Dr.
Cambridge, MA 02139
(617) 661.1110 (c)

(617) 354-8511 (f)

Dr. 1. Jerome Cooper
Berean Pearl Church
2101 N. Broad St.
Philadelphia, PA 19122
(215) 236-7326 (o)
(215) 236-6763 (f)

Rev. Edwin Sanders, 11

Metropolitan Interdenominational Church
2128 11 Ave. N

Nashville, TN 37208

(615) 726.3876 (o)

(615) 259.9210 (f)

Rev. Jonathan Staples

Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies
281 Park Ave. S

New York, NY 10010

(212) 777.4800 (o)

(212) 673.4085 (f)



Rev. Dr. Barbara King

Hillside International Truth Center
2450 Cascade Road, SW

Atlanta, GA 30311

(404) 758-6811

(404) 758-5029 Fax

Rev. Bill McGill
P.E.A.C.E.

5520 Meredith Drive,#2
Des Monies, lowa 50310
(515) 253-2622

(515) 255.0419 ()

Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan
Disciples of Christ

222 Downey Avenue
P.O. Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN 46206
(317) 353-1491

(317) 352-8294 Fax

Rev. Mariann Taylor
Nashville Cares, Inc.
P.O. Box 25107
Nashville, TN 37204
(615) 385-1510

(615) 269-4934 Fax

Dr. Mark Whitlock

First A.M.E. Church
2270 South Harvard Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90018
(213) 730-9180

(213) 735-7829 Fax

Rev. Dr. J. Curtis Goar

Action For Bridgeport Community Development
1070 Park Avenue

Bridgeport, CT  06604-3400

(203) 366-8241 (o)

(203) 339-4333 (f)



Canon Frederick Williams
Church on the Intercession
550 W. 155th St

New York, NY 10032
(212) 283.6200 (o)

(212) 283. 6202 ()

Rev. Dr. James Forbes
The Riverside Church

490 Riverside Dr.

New York, NY 10027
(212) 222.5900 ext 281 (o)
(212)

Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Wright
Trinity United Chruch of Christ
532 W. 95 St.

Chicago, Ill 60628

(312) 962.5650 (o)

(312) 962.9142 (f)

Rev. Terri Griffin Price
HEAL

10155 Merrimac Road
Richmond, VA 23235
(804)272.1670 (h)
(804) 233.4325 (o)
(804) 233.8008 (f)

Susanne Ishee

Broadway Cares

165 W. 46 St.  suite 1300
New York, NY 10036

(212) 840.0770 (o)

(212) 840.0551 (f)

Sam E. Johnson
Friendship Ministries
2857 Mercer Univ.
Macon, Ga 31204
(912) 935.2749 (o)
(912) 781-2760 (f)



Rev. Alfonso Wyatt
121 Ave. of Americas
New York, NY 10013
(212) 925.6675 (o)
(212) 925.5675(f)

Nell Gibson

NY Episcopal Mission Society
18 West 18th St

New York, NY 10011
(212) 675.1000 (o)

(212) 989.8347 (f)

Rev. O'Neal Mackey
Bethel A.M.E. Church
52 W. 132 St.

New York, NY 10037
(212) 862.0100 (o)

Rev. Carol Johnson
Harvard School of Divinity
45 Francis Ave.
Cambridge, Mass 02138
(617) 493.4743(H)

(617) 496.8026 (f)

Jacquelyn Wilkinson

AIDS National Interfaith

110 Maryland Ave. suite 504
Washington, DC 20002
(800) 288.9619 (o)

(202) 546.5103 (f)

Dean Clarence Newsome

Howard University Schol of Divinty
1400 Shepard St. NE

Washington, DC 20017

(202) 806.0706 (o)

(202) 806.0711 ()



Mary Grant

United Black Christians
172-17 Linden Blvd
St. Albans, NY 11434
(718) 523.6843 (h)
(718) 712. 2014

(718) 291.4876 (f)

Rev. Kwasi Thornell
Calvery Episcopal Church
509 I Street NE
Washington, DC 20002
(202) 546.8011

(202) 543.2698 (f)

Rev. Jessie Jackson
Rainbow Coalition

1700 K Street NW
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 728.1180 (o)
(202) 728.1192 (f)

Rev. Richard Wills, Sr.

Dexter Ave. King Memorial Baptist Chruch
454 Dexter Ave.

Montgomery, Al 36104

(205) 263 3970 (tele & fax)

Rev. Cecily Broderick

St. John Episcopal Church
21 Eldridge Ave.
Hempstead, NY 11550
(516) 538.8076 (fax & tele)



.“

Shelia Thorne
100 Black Women
728 E. 223 St.
Bronx, NY 10466
(718) 654-9147 (o)
(718( 654-0713 (f)

Phill Wilson

(213) 666. 1051 (h)
(213) 993. 1352 (w)
(213) 993. 1592 (f)



Rev. Howard Bryant
Black Presbyterian Caucus
175 North Avenue
Hillside, NJ 07205

(908) 558-9449 (o)

(908) 820-0657 (h)

Rev. Patricia Reeberg

Council of Churches of the City of New York
475 Riverside Drive - Suite 439

New York, NY 10115

(212) 870-2120

(212) 870-2025 Fax

Rev. Jerome Dorsey

African American Ministries

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
8765 W. Higgins Road

Chicago, IL 60631

(312) 380-2700

(312) 380-1465 Fax

Dr. Megan McLaughlin

Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies
281 Park Avenue South

New York, NY 10010

(212) 777-4800

(212) 673-4085 Fax

Rev. Timothy Mitchell
Ebenezer Baptist Church
36-12 Prince Street
Flushing, NY 11354
(718) 353-6236

(718) 886-2680 Fax



Rev. Diane Norman

Progressive Nationl Baptist Church
18900 James Couzens

Detroit, M1 48235

(313) 861.2800 (o)

(313) 342.6942 (f)

Dr. Silas Norman
Hartsford Memorial Church
17702 Sunderland Rd.
Detroit, MI 48219

(313) 471.1432 (o)

(313) 342.6942 (f)

Pastor Mercedes Brown

Cross of Life Lutheran Chruch
1240 E. Tth St.

Plainville, NJ 07062

(908) 755.6788(0)

Bishop Herbert Thompson
Episcopal Diocese of Ohio
412 Sycamore St.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45224
(513) 421.0311 (o)

(513) 421.0315 (f)

Rev. Dr. Tyrone Pitts

National Progressive Baptist Church
601 50th St. NE

Washington, DC 20019

(800) 876.7622 (o)

(202) 398.4998 (f)

Rev. W. C. Champion

C.M.E. Church - Dallas District
102 Pearly Top Drive

Glenn Heights, TX 75115

(214) 372.9505



Rev. Dr. Franklyn Richardson
Grace Baptist Church

52 South Sixth Avenue

Mt. Vernon, NY 10550
(914) 664-2676

(914) 664-2833 Fax

Margaret Joan Cousin
7005 Woodbine Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 09151
(215) 871-0435

(215) 871-7442 Fax

Rev. Dr. M. William Howard
New York Theological Seminary
5 West 29th Street

New York, NY 10001

(212) 532-4012

(212) 684-0757 Fax

Dean Harold Trulear

New York TheologicalSeminary
5 West 29th Street

New York, NY 10001

(212) 532-4012

(212) 684-0757 Fax

Bishop Norman Quick
Child’s Memorial COGIC
1763 Amsterdam Avenue
New York, NY 10031
(212) 368-0668 (c)

(212) 281-8623 (H

Rev. Julia Quinlan
144 West 228thStreet
Bronx, NY 10463
(718) 562-8924

(718) 548.3756 (o)



BIOGRAPHICAL BRIEFS OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS IN ATTENDANCE

BISHOP JOHN HURST ADAMS is Senior Bishop of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church of the South Carolina Area and Founder-Chairman
Emeritus of the Congress of National Black Churches. He is Past
President of Paul Quinn College in Waco, Texas, as well as the
A.M.E. Church General Board and Council of Bishops. Bishop Adams
is the recipient of numerous honors since his election to the
episcopacy, including the NAACP Community Leadership Award, the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference Ecumenical Leadership
Award, and several honorary degrees.

REV. DR. LEROY ATTLES, SR. is Pastor of St. Paul African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Cambridge, MA. He provides field
education supervision to graduate students at Boston University
School of Theology, Conwell Theological Seminary, and Harvard
Divinity School, and is a member of the President's Advisory
Committee of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. During his 30-
year career in the ministry, Dr. Attles has pastored at four
churches.

BISHOP JOSEPH BENJAMIN BETHEA is Resident Bishop of the United
Methodist Church in Columbia, SC. Before his election to the
episcopacy, he twice served as District Superintendent in North
Carolina. Bishop Bethea has served on numerous church and
jurisdictional agencies and is a trustee of the Gammon
Theological Seminary in Atlanta, GA. In 1993, he was presented
with the Order of the Palmetto by Governor Carroll Campbell.

REV. CECILY PATRICIA BRODERICK Y GUERRA is Rector of Saint John's
Church in Hempstead, NY, founded in 1902 by African Americans and
Native Americans who were unwelcome elsewhere. She is formerly
the Canon for Pastoral Work at New York's Cathedral of Saint John
the Divine, and was the first female priest for Saint Philip's
Church in Harlem, the second oldest black Episcopal church in the
U.S. Rev. Broderick Y Guerra has served on numerous civic and
religious committees, including the Board of Governors for The
Long Island Council of Churches.

REV. HOWARD A. BRYANT, SR. is Executive Director of the National
Black Presbyterian Caucus of the Presbyterian Church. He has
pastored at churches in California, New York, and New Jersey, and
is presently serving as the interim Pastor at the Memorial West
Presbyterian Church in Newark. He is a member of the NAACP.

REV. DR. J. JEROME COOPER is President of the Board of Directors
for the Ecumenical Information AIDS Resource Center, a coalition
of churches, community, and campus organizations located in North
Central Philadelphia. He has been instrumental in establishing
several other organizations in the city including the Mayor's
Police Clergy Organization and People's Commuity Developers
Corporation. Dr. Cooper has served as Pastor of Berean
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia for 30 years.



DR. MARGARET JOAN COUSIN is the First Lady of the First Episcopal
District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. She is widely
recognized for her innovative Afro-American Studies programs, and
for the establishment of AIDS education programs throughout the
First and Eleventh Districts of the A.M.E. Church. Dr. Cousin is
the recipient for numerous awards and honors for her work in AIDS
education, including a Presidential Citation for AIDS Prevention
from President George Bush, a Citation from the Congress on
Disease Control, and Humanities Awards from the City of Miami and
Birmingham.

REV. JEROME B. DORSEY is Director for African American Ministries
in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America's Commission for
Multicultural Ministries. The commission assists the Church in
working toward the goal of full partnership and participation of
African Americans, Asians, Hispanics and Native Americans in the
life of the church and society. Ordained in 1983, Rev. Dorsey
formerly served as Pastor of New Life Lutheran Church in College
Park, GA.

DR. ELIAS FARAJAJE-JONES is an Associate Professor of History of
Religions at Howard University School of Divinity. A scholar,
activist, and author, Dr. Farajaje-Jones is the first openly
bisexual theologian of African descent to break the silence of
the black church on homosexuality/bisexuality and AIDS-centered
issues. His course on the sociology of AIDS and the black church
was the first of its kind in the United States, and included the
training of students as HIV educators and test counselors. He has
lectured widely on issues of gender, sexuality and AIDS as they
relate to the church, and is a member of the Ecumenical
Association of Third World Theologians.

DR. JAMES ALEXANDER FORBES, JR. is Senior Minister of The
Riverside Church in New York City. Prior to assuming the
pastorate, he was the Joe R. Engle Professor of Preaching at
Union Theological Seminary. Dr. Forbes previously served as
Director of Education at Interfaith Metropolitan Theological
Education, Inc. in Washington, D.C. He has served on the boards
of numerous voluntary organizations, including the Richmond Urban
League of Virginia, and is the recipient of several honorary
degrees.

REV. DR. MICHAEL ANGELO FRENCHER, SR. is Pastor of the Trinity
A.M.E. Zion church in Greensboro, NC. Ordained a Deacon in 1977
and an Elder in 1979, Dr. Frencher has pastored at several
churches in North and South Carolina. He currently serves in
numerous capacities in the West Central North Carolina
Conference, and is a member of the Greensboro Branch NAACP.

REV. DONALD GILMORE is a member of the Administrative Review
Board, the Committee on Ordained Ministry, and the Board of
Ordained Ministry for the Missouri West Conference. A committed
social activist, he is also a member of the VNA Hospice AIDS
Advisory Board and the Ryan White Advisory Board, both of Kansas



City, and was previously Chairman of Orange County Human Rights
Commission in Goshen, NY. Rev. Gilmore has served as Pastor of

Trinity UM Church in White Plains, NY and Plum Street UM Church
in Abilene, TX.

REV. DR. WILLIE E. GIVENS JR. is Pastor of First Baptist Church
in Sumnerville, SC. A longtime member of several religious, civic
and fraternal organizations, Dr. Givens is 1st Vice President of
the South Carolina Baptist Education and Missionary Convention,
and Past President of the South Carolina Education and Missionary
Baptist Brotherhood Convention. :

DR. J. CURTIS GOAR, JR. is Director of Family, Youth and Children
Services for Action for Bridgeport Community Development, Inc. in
Connecticut and Senior Minister of the Body of Christ Ministry
International. An author of several publications, Dr. Goar has
lectured throughout the United States, Israel and the Caribbean,
and is Regional Director of the Association of Christian
Truckers.

REV. DR. TERRIE GRIFFIN-PRICE is the Founder and CEO of HEAL,
Inc. of Virginia, a volunteer-based African-American HIV/AIDS
service agency that has presented HIV prevention education to
over 15,000 African-American women, men and youth in metropolitan
Richmond. Her training curriculum, "AIDS and the Black Church:
Equipping the Saints for the Work of Ministry," is being piloted
through the Evans-Smith Leadership Institute. Dr. Griffin-Price
is Assistant Pastor of Riverview Baptist Church and serves on the
pastoral staff of the Fifth Street Baptist Church, both of
Richmond.

REV. DR. FORREST E. HARRIS, SR. is the Director of the Kelly
Miller Smith Institute on African American Church Studies and
Assistant Dean for Student Life at the Vanderbilt Divinity
School. An author and frequent public speaker, Dr. Harris is
Pastor of the Pleasant Green Baptist Church and President of the
Interdenominational Ministers Fellowship, both in Nashville, TN.
He serves on the board of directors of several organizations,
including the United Way and the Nashville Chapter of the
National Conference of Christians and Jews.

REV. DR. ALVIN O'NEAL JACKSON is the Senior Pastor of the
Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church of Memphis, TN, the
largest Disciple congregation in the U.S. and Canada. He is a
member of the Board of Trustees and Past President of the
National Convocation of the Christian Church, and a member of the
Board of Directors of Overseas Ministries of the Christian
Church.

REV. CAROL A. JOHNSON is Founder and Co-Coordinator of Harvard
AIDS Ministries, an outgrowth of an AIDS Ad Hoc committee
comprised of students, faculty, and staff, and a third year
Master of Divinity student at Harvard Divinity School. She is a
member of the Massachusetts Women of color AIDS Council, and a



past board member of the National Black Women's Health Project
and the National Coalition of Black Lesbians and Gays.

REV. SAM E. JOHNSON is Founder and Director of Friendship
Ministries, Inc. in Macon, GA, a community-based organization
dedicated to crisis outreach. Its programs include drug and AIDS
awareness, homelessness prevention, and violence intervention.
Rev. Johnson is the former Pastor of Corner Stone Missionary
Baptist Church and Greater Bethel Baptist Church in Georgia. He
is one of the leading advocates of HIV/AIDS awareness in middle
Georgia.

REV. DR. BARBARA LEWIS KING is the Founder-Minister of Hillside
Chapel and Truth Center in Atlanta, GA, a nondenominational
ecumenical ministry which Dr. King began in her living room and
which has grown to a congregation of 5,000. She is the
International President of the International Congress of Women
Ministry and Trustee of the Christian Council of metro Atlanta.
In 1992, she was appointed Chair of the Community Relations
Commission and Co-Chair of the Atlanta Religious Mobilization
Against Crime by Mayor Maynard Jackson. Dr. King is the author of
six books.

REV. H. MICHAEL LEMMONS is Executive Director of The Congress of
National Black Churches, Inc., a voluntary nonprofit religious
organization designed to promote Christian unity, charity and
fellowship among the member denominations. He has pastored at
A.M.E. churches in Maryland and Washington, D.C. and has served
on the boards of numerous civic groups including the Mayor's Task
Force on Substance Abuse, the Annapolis Housing Authority, and
the Human Relations Commission. Rev. Lemmons is listed in Who's

Who in America and Who's Who Among Black America.

REV. DR. JOSEPH ECHOLS LOWERY is the Chair of the National Black
Leadership Forum and President of the historic Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, which he cofounded with Rev. Martin Luther
King, Jr. and others. A civil rights leader for four decades, Dr.
Lowery was also among the vanguard in protesting the U.S.
investment in apartheid South Africa. He also served as pastor of
United Methodist churches in Alabama and Georgia for 45 years.
Dr. Lowery's many international honors for his work in human
rights include the Martin Luther King Nonviolent Peace Prize and
the World Peace Council Award of the German Democratic Republic.

REV. JULIA MAYO-QUINLAN is Pastor of the Chinese United Methodist
Church in New York's Chinatown. She has also served as chaplain
in the New York City Department of Corrections, and as a hospice
chaplain. Rev. Mayo-Quinlan has served on several church
committees including the Commission on Higher Education, and is
on the Board of Directors of Women's Advocacy Ministry.

REV. DR. BILL MCGILL is Founder and Senior Pastor of the
Fellowship of Faith Baptist Church in Des Moines, IA. An ardent
supporter of liberation theology, he created P.E.A.C.E., People



Educated about AIDS Creates Empathy, a program of education and
compassion towards the HIV/AIDS crisis. Dr. McGill is the
youngest President Emeritus of the NAACP nationwide, and now
serves as Vice President of the Iowa/Nebraska State Conference of
NAACP Branches.

DR. MEGAN S. MCLAUGHLIN is Executive Director and CEO of the
Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies, a 70-year-old
association of more than 250 voluntary health and welfare
agencies in metro New York. The author of numerous studies on
welfare policy, foster children, and African/Caribbean-American
families, Dr. McLaughlin is a former senior program officer at
The New York Community Trust, the nation's largest community
foundation. She has received numerous awards for her
distinguished work in human services.

REV. TIMOTHY P. MITCHELL is the Chairperson of the ecumencial
committee of The Black Leadership Commission on AIDS and the
Pastor of the Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church of Flushing, NY.
Widely-respected by the religious community for his leadership
abilities, he was nominated by the Eastern Baptist Association as
Vice Moderator of Queens in 1992. Dr. Mitchell's community
activities include the Wards Island Homeless outreach program and
the Martin Luther King Jr. Day Care Center. He is and a longtime
advocate of civil rights and joined Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in
the 1961 Albany, GA struggle for peace and justice.

DR. CLARENCE G. NEWSOME is Dean of the Howard School of Divinity
in Washington, D.C., Joining the ranks of such noted leaders as
Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays, he has guiding the school to a position
of leadership in the U.S. and Canada since his appointment in
1992. Dr. Newsome has served on the boards of numerous scholarly
and voluntary organizations, including the North American-
European Theological Seminar of the American Academy of Religion,
and is currently Chair of the Executive Committee of the
Washington Theological Consortium. He is the author of a number
of articles on religious biography.

SILAS NORMAN, JR., M.D. is Medical Director at Wayne County Jail,
Detroit, MI and Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine and
Community Medicine at Wayne State University School of Medicine.
He is Board Chairman of Community Health Awareness Group and a
Board Member of Southeastern Michigan HIV/AIDS Coordinating
Council, and is active on several other church and civil
organizations. Dr. Norman is also Deacon at Hartford Memorial
Baptist Church.

REV. TYRONE S. PITTS is General Secretary of the Progressive
National Baptist Convention, Inc., and the chief administrative
officer of the Convention. He is the former director of Racial
Justice, Division of Church and Society for the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and has served in
leadership positions at several church organizations. His
numerous affiliations include the Baptist World Alliance, the



Southern Christian Leadership Conference West, and the Los
Angeles Hospital and Prison Ministry.

BISHOP NORMAN N. QUICK serves the Church of God in Christ as the
prelate of the State of Rhode Island. He is Pastor of Childs
Memorial Temple in New York City, and President of the National
Publishing Board. Bishop Quick is also Past President of the
Council of Churches of the City of New York, and currently serves
as Chair of the Council's Board of Trustees, overseeing its
enterprises in New York. He is active in numerous organizations,
locally, nationally and internationally.

REV. PATRICIA A. REEBERG is Chief Executive Officer of the
Council of Churches of the City of New York and Assistant Pastor
at The St. Paul Baptist Church in Manhattan. She was appointed by
former Mayor David N. Dinkins to serve as a Commissioner on the
Civilian Complaint Review Board, and also serves on several
boards and advisory committees including Harlem Churches for
Community Improvement, Inc., and New York State Governor's
Committee on Scholastic Achievement.

REV. DR. W. FRANKLYN RICHARDSON, a world-renowned minister, has
preached extensively on six continents. He is General Secretary
for the National Baptist Convention, and a member of both the
General Council of the Baptist World Alliance, and the governing
board of the National Council of Churches. Ordained for the
Christian ministry early in life, Dr. Richardson was called to
the fulltime pastorate at the age of 19. He is Pastor of the
historic Grace Baptist Church in Mt. Vernon, NY, Chair of the
Drug Prevention Council of the City of Mt. Vernon, and President
of the United Black Clergy of Mt. Vernon.

REV. DR. EDWIN C. SANDERS, II is the Senior Servant and Founder
of the Metropolitan Interdenominational Church in Nashville, TN,
and responsible for all pastoral duties. He is a former Director
of the Southern Prison Ministry in Nashville, and a member of the
NAACP, the Nashville Urban League, and the Board of Trustees of
Wesleyan University in Connecticut.

REV. DR. GARY V. SIMPSON is Senior Pastor of The Concord Baptist
Church of Christ in Brooklyn, NY and former Pastor of the Calvary
Baptist Church of Morristown, NJ. A longtime community advocate,
he has served as Commissioner for the New York City Foster Care
Commission and is a member of the Progressive National Baptist
Convention and the National Council of Churches. Dr. Simpson has
preached extensively throughout the U.S.

REV. DR. DIANE SMALLEY is the Assistant to the Pastor, The Rev.
Dr. Charles A. Adams, at Hartford Memorial Baptist Church in
Detroit, MI. She is also Campus Minister with United Ministries
in Higher Education, serving students, faculty, and staff at
Eastern Michigan University.



REV. JONATHAN R. STAPLES is Associate Minister at Memorial
Baptist Church in New York City, and Senior Program Associate on
the Church Desk of the Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies.
He was a Martin Luther King, Jr. Fellow at Stanford University,
and is the recipient of the Byrd Prize for Preaching from
Princeton Theological Seminary.

REV. DR. JACK SULLIVAN, JR. is Associate for Racial/Ethnic and
Multicultural Educational Ministries for the Division of Homeland
Ministries, where he develops resources which reflect the
cultures and perspectives of the denomination's multiethnic
constituencies. He is also Dean of the Harambee College of
Mission and Ministry of the National Convocation of the Christian
Church. Dr. Sullivan was previously Associate Regional Minister
of the Christian Church of Mid-America, one of the Disciples'
units.

REV. MERIANN TAYLOR is Associate Pastor at the Metropolitan
Interdenominational Church in Nashville, TN. She is also Chaplain
and Counselor at Nashville's Council on AIDS Resources, Education
& Services, which is a local convener of the Black Church
National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS.

REV. DR. KWASI ANTHONY THORNELL is Assistant Rector of the
calvary Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C. He has been on the
boards of several church and civic organizations, including the
Council of Churches of Greater Washington, the Washington
Episcopal Clergy Association, and the Committee on Public
Education, in D.C. Dr. Thornell is an HIV/AIDS education trainer,
and has served on the ministerial staff of Washington National
cathedral and St. Stephen's Episcopal Church in St. Louis.
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DR. RICHARD L. TOLLIVER is Rector of St. Edmund's Episcopal
Church in Chicago, IL and President and CEO of St. Edmund's
Redevelopment Corporation. He currently serves as the National
President of the Union of Black Episcopalians, and is a former
Associate Director of the U.S. Peace Corps in Kenya and the
Country Director in Mauritania. Dr. Tolliver is listed in Who's
Who Among Black Americans.

DR. HAROLD DEAN TRULEAR is Dean of Masters' Programs and
Professor of Church and Society at New York Theological Seminary.
He has held faculty positions at Jersey City State College, Drew
University and Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. Associate
Pastor of Community Baptist Church of Love in Paterson, NJ, Dr.
Trulear also serves on the Board of Directors of the Center for
Urban Theological Studies in Philadelphia.

RT. REV. ORRIS G. WALKER, JR. is the VIIth Bishop of the Diocese
of Long Island, a multiracial, multicultural community of faith.
Among the numerous leadership positions he holds on religious and
civic organizations, Bishop Walker is Board chairman of the
Interfaith Medical Center, and Chairman of the Board of Managers



of the Episcopal Health Services. Nationally, he has chaired the
Committee on Constitution in the House of Bishops and the Task
Force for the Recruitment, Training and Deployment of Black
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is Pastor of the Memorial Baptist Church in Harlem, an ecumenical
organization of Christian and Muslim congregations, and the
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REV. CANON FREDERICK WILLIAMS is the XIVth Rector of the
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response to AIDS. He is National Chair of The Balm In Gilead,
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Africa and Cuba. An Adjunct Professor at the New York Institute
of Theology, Rev. Williams also serves as advisor to Archbishop
Desmond Tutu in South Africa.

REV. SAUL S. WILLIAMS has served as Pastor in several New York
churches in his 33-year career. He has served on the boards of
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference, the Commission of Human
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to The Balm In Gilead, Inc.

REV. DR. RICHARD W. WILLS, SR. is Pastor of the Dexter Avenue
King Memorial Baptist Church in Montgomery, AL, and the former
Pastor of Pilgrim Baptist Church of Richmond, VA. He currently
serves as Professor of Worship and 0ld Testament at Selma
University in Selma, AL. Dr. Wills is a member of the American
Baptist Convention and the Progressive National Baptist
Convention. His executive board memberships include the
Montgomery United Way and the Central Alabama OIC.

DR. JEREMIAH A. WRIGHT, JR. has been Pastor of Trinity United
Church of Christ in Chicago for 22 years. During his pastorship,
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Episcopal Church of the South Carolina Area and Founder-Chairman
Emeritus of the Congress of National Black Churches. Since his
beginnings as a student pastor in Massachusetts some four decades
ago, Bishop Adams has ministered to congregations throughout the
United States, and initiated 60 new congregations for the A.M.E.
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Among his many illustrious appointments, Bishop Adams is Past
President of Paul Quinn College in Waco, Texas, and Past
President of A.M.E. Church General Board and Council of Bishops.
A longtime community activist, his special ministries over the
years include the Children's Defense Fund Black Community Crusade
for Children, and the First Funded War on Poverty Program in
Seattle, WA, as well as Seattle's Central Area Civil Rights
Committee. He has served on the boards of various religious,
philanthropic, university and development organizations.
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of Preaching at Union theological Seminary in New York. He
previously served as Director of Education at Interfaith
Metropolitan Theological Education, Inc., in Washington, D.C., a
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DR. JEREMIAH A. WRIGHT, JR. was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania and after completing his primary education there,
matriculated at Virginia Union University where he completed
three and a half years of college. He left college to go into the
military service and following six years of service and an
honorable discharge, he transferred to Howard University where he
received both his Bachelor of Arts and his Master of Arrts
Degrees. He then entered the University of Chicago Divinity
School where he received a Master of Arts in the History of
Religions and it was while he was a student at the University of
Chicago that he began pastoring at Trinity United Church of
Christ in Chicago.

When Pastor Wright went to Trinity, the congregation had 87
members. Today, 22 years later, the congregation has 4,400 active
members and an annual budget in excess of $3 million. Pastor
Wright completed his doctoral studies while at Trinity and is
author of several publications, including What Makes You So
Strong?, published in 1993 by Judson Press.

Pastor Wright was named "Number Two Preacher among the Fifteen
Greatest Black Preachers in America" for 1993, by Ebony Magazine.



PROCLAMATION

Whereas The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS is observed
each year on the First Sunday of March in African American churches throughout the United
States of America; and

Whereas The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS is calling
African American churches into prayerful action by inviting these institutions to present an
AIDS education message to their congregation, including a special prayer for those infected
and affected by AIDS, as part of their Sunday worship service; and

Whereas The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS addresses
the devastation of AIDS in African American Communities;

=By 1990 AIDS had become the leading cause of death nationwide for African American
men between the ages of 35 and 44 and the second leading cause of death for African
American men and women between the ages of 25 and 36;

® African American children account for more than half of all the reported pediatric
AIDS cases;

®mAfrican American women account for 53 percent of AIDS cases in all women;

Whereas The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS is a
campaign for a spiritual commitment to fight AIDS through prayer, education, and advocacy
through the education and empowerment of African American religious leaders and
congregations. This organizing campaign will mobilize support, awareness, and compassion
for persons living with HIV/AIDS; and

Whereas The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS is endorsed
by every major African American religious denomination and caucus within Anglo Saxon
institutions. This campaign is recognized by the Office of the President of the United States as
a significant contribution to the eradication of HIV/AIDS in this country and to the support of
African Americans who are being ravaged by this disease; and

Whereas The Black Church National Day of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS is a
program of The Balm In Gilead, Inc., a not-for-profit organization dedicated to mobilizing
African American religious institutions to fight AIDS through prayer, education and advocacy.
The Balm In Gilead,Inc. in association with Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS, the
entertainment industry’s most active and vital foundation addressing the challenges of AIDS
will assist African American churches in the establishment of AIDS ministries and offer
support to African Americans affected by HIV/AIDS nationwide.
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