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School of Nursing

Graduation of the 
One Hundredth Class

/

May 19,1994
2:00 p.m.



COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF NURSING

1892-1992 OFFICE OF THE DEAN

•Sr

August 23, 1993

Ms.

All the best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

Mary

We also wish to present you with the Centennial 
Award for Excellence in Health Care during the 
ceremony.

MOM:cmf
Il.gebbie

West !68tb Street 
New York. New York K»ki2 
212 3O5-S582
Fax 2/2 ioS/t/h

^Mundinger, Dr. P.H.
Dean and Professor

a

Dear Ms. Gebbie:

The university graduation for all Columbia schools 
is held on the morning of Wednesday, May 18th. In the 
afternoon the schools hold their own ceremonies, 
featuring a distinguished speaker, and diplomas and 
awards are presented.

We have a reception to follow for graduates, their 
families and faculty — usually about 400 in all. I 
hope you will be able to join us.

©

On behalf of the Columbia University School of 
Nursing faculty, and with my own enthusiastic support, 
I am delighted to invite you to be our 1994 graduation 
speaker. As you know from our telephone conversation 
last week, this will be a very special ceremony. We 
will be graduating our 100th class, and celebrating our 
first graduation under Columbia's new President, 
George Rupp.

Kristine Gebbie, MN, RN, FAAN 
National AIDS Policy Coordinator 
Office of the National AIDS Policy 
Coordinator

750 17th Street, N.W. - Suite 1060 
Washington DC 20503



December 16, 1993

P.H.

Dear Dr. Mundinger:

Gebbie,
the

Enclosure

tU -IK d WcviJ TtcVG-iA^ 2^^

i

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

School of_Nursing graduation^

Please call me at (202) 632-1090 c_  
time and place, or with any questions.

W. Steve Lee, Executive Assistant 
and Scheduler to

National AIDS Policy Coordinator

This letter confirms the appearance of Kristine M. 
National AIDS Policy Coordinator, at I  

I on 

once you determine the specific
- —-»--- ----  I am enclosing a

biographical sketch and curriculum vitae for your reference.

Sincerely,

/K ^£uz,Zxe_

Mary 0. Mundinger, Dr.
Dean and Professor
Columbia University School of Nursing
630 West 168th Street
New York, NY 10032
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Kristine Gabble

;#ary Goldenberg, Mltor
Th^AtuiidMf Nuhe ^ ; . .
The Journal of the Columbia University School of Nursing 

Article on commencement address

!: 5 including cover sheet ■
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Geor Ms. Gebbie:

We are planning to to run an article on your recent speech at the nursing 
school in our magazine. The Academic Nurse. As a courtesy J've enclosed 
a copy of the article, which includes lengthy quotes from your talk, you 
may want to review the quotes to make sure that I've transcribed them

I . •• : i ■ • - , , , .
** •,* ’ Ik , •' • • /' ’ ' ' I • »

Thanks for you help r and fpr your stirring speech.

Sincerely.

• * \ ‘
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HIM Epidemic: • 
What Would Florence Have Done? 

, ; . .4 . . •. -p;-.

' If there were a list of the tougheitj obsintheUni ted States, Kristine Gebbies .■ •

■ :. would surely have to be among the top ton. Ms. Gebbie is the National AIDS

Policy Coordinator- fier task is to ensure toat the $2.5 billion the Clinton

■ i administration has allotted for AIDSperhaps the most pressing and contentious

public health threat of our time -is;wisely spent.

■ . Ms. Gebbie visited the Columbia School of Nursing in May to deliver the

' 1994 commencement address, marking tHe graduation of the School’s 100th class.: 
In a wide-ranging and stirring speech, entitled, "The HIV Epidemic: What - . 

Would Florence iiave Done?" Ms. Gebbie addressed the policy challenges .. •: 

‘ presented by AIDS and how the philosophy of nursing's pioneer might serve as a 

' guide for nursing's response to the epidemic today.

i-A'mid^aftm'tbKe-

Ms. Gebbie opened her address by noting, "This epidemic has been a mark of pur 
time, iye are now starting to graduate from college young people whose efitire 

awareness of life has been within the toarheworh of this epidemic's existence, who 

from the time they entered schopl have been hearing the words HIV and AIDS." , 

Ms. Gebbie then reminded the audience of nearly 700 graduates, families, 

and friends gathered•'ih: Alumni Auditorium that Americans are not the onlyones 

affedted by the disease, "We are a very inwardly centered country andwe pften’' 

? ? forget that toe vast majority of those wltli: this disease are living elsewhere, in sub- 
, ? Saharan Africa, in Asia, in India,'1 She saiij. Moreover, many of these countries are,: •' 

still struggling with, ro utes of infection that the United States has long contrptied, 

.' namely blood-borne transmission bfHIV/ "We forget that in many parts of the ' . , 

, ' globe stiU fully half or more of toe transfusions given are not screened for the ■ 

presence of this disease." , ! ' ' " ' V’7

The overall challenge, she continued, "is to stop the epidemic... We don't
4. y • . 4 ,* * \ t i • i* 111 r ’ • 1 *' ' * L- ■ r i * ■ '

have the timetable to do that because it is very dependent on the science that we -• 

haven’t yet mastered. And so bur interim policy takes three parts: research,.- •_ 

services, and prevention. Research until wefind the answers, not just biological 

answers, magic molecules that make thtogsgo away... but behavioral research as

well, that can help people live with a complex chrome disease and cope with a ' ; 
' difficult therapy regimen for years, behavioral research that would help is , , ;
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understand prevention, prevention associated with addictive behavior and sexual . ’ 

transmission, and help, us; understand how to help our next generation of young 

people grow up safe from this disease.",

In addition to research, we must h^e services, she added. "Anyone who is 

infected with this virus must be diagnosed early and have a full range of services • 

so that he or she can live as long and fulla life as possible." Butthat won't happen'; v 

until "we have healtli reform;, until we Kaye a society that is sufficient!^ 

nondiscriminatory, so that people are willing to come forward to be diagnosed 
J ’ v With this disease, and until we have heal^i professionals who know enough about ;t''; 

it, that they offer testing and services When appropriate, instead of leaving people 

undiagnosed because we didn't think thit they might be exposed.”

The third part of a rational AIDS policy is prevention, she noted.. In an ideal' 

world,' the epidemic could easily be curtailed by asking everyone to avoid sharing 

needles or engaging "in se^ual acfiviiy outside of a lifetime mutually 

monogamous relatiojuihi^ with a partner with whom they entered that 1 /• 

relationship at virgnity." In reality, she added, "The options beyond thatare.

limiting the number of partners. 
*,.■ •, • • ”• - . •

’I . ,• '*;» * • , • •

.^Nightingale's'response'? ..' •*'/,' ...

' , ; Ms; Qebbie then asked, "what would hayh Florence have said or done?"^Surely,, it < 

b would have been based on sblidresearch, she said. "It's yety clear that she 

" , understood the po wer of fact, the power of well-analyzed information, and the

■ • need to change what you're doing when the facts don't agree," .

. Second, Nightingale "was committed In a service of quality that was where 

.; the heedWaa most obvious," Ms. Gehbi^said.. " I think that's the commitmerit: . 

.• that took her to the Crimea and kept her (here in the face of immense criticism, 

[and that] made her such a powerful figure through the rest of her life, because 

•: the families arid the men touched by the tare she gave there became what 

supported her through mhny years of cdhflict irt her later public life."

’ ’’She also was tied to the community, looking for ways to use the language . ' 

' of the.people and understanding the nebd," noted Mb. Gebbie. VVhile involved in 
;. work for the British East India Company^ "she specifically asked that additional ’ • , " 

;. data be gathered from the Indian authorities about the people of India arid said

; Specifically, do itintheir ownlanguag^jbecause she knew that questions not . 
* j •* t *«» * * * « * t S\* J*'^*’* * * ** * • * *' * • • J’* f •

asked in your own language become questions hard to answer, and answers hard

tA

„ : ’ j 

• %•

!■ j

needles or engaging "in se^ual activiiy outside of a lifetime mutually

' . ntoriogamOus relationship with a partner with whom they entered that i ; ’. 

’ /'1 V
J r **^ *. *'’ X 'J , ~ .' • 7 k ’ ■ • ‘ r ’ • * . ' > ’ '

risky, and involve use of condoms consistently and correctly every time and 
■ :•: _■ . ■ ■ v
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to hear. That too, has been difficult arotmd this epidemic, as we haye not known 1 

" ’ the languages Wie need tokriow; Not just meaninglanguage — Spanish, English. 

, Russian, Chinese - but the languages: of.different social groups,' the languages of ,; 

' •< different sexual oriehtations, the languages of different neighborhoods,, towns 

a^oss'purcountry’’■> . v . ' "

Nightingale also knew how to make her voice heard, Ms. Gebbie pointed 

"She cultivated people.she knew who were members of the House of V i h 

Commons, the House of Lords/ leaders in government, and steadily fed them her
■ •' '■/ : data> year after year after year.. And she knew the people who wrote for the •. r • 

newspapers, who would Share her data wi th the world, and kept them; informed • 

in a timely manner when critical issues were being considered. Those are two - 

things that nursing has c.ome te a: tittle late.’1 ' ■

Nursing at theintersection 4
/ Ms. Gebbie then explained that AIDS affects people at the intersection of the •:;/ 

biological, psychological/ and spciologici components of their being. This is ■ • 

' . nursing's realm,.helping "iiwiduals learn and grow, become healthy, stay healthy, 

face their illness with dignity and possibility. We know a lot about that ■

k. Hnfersectipn. Wehave ^o^^hied it well.1' • _■ .
Another problem, she added, is that nurses "sometimes grab at.ill-fopnded, 

.vresearch from other people and spread'.ft: amongst ourselves rather thart verifying) 

:T0® ntany nurses are worried ’’ahoutihe supposed aerosol transmission of 
-HIV, something that is absolutely not documented in science, has no credence in 

the strong scientific.community, yet.somehow members of our own pfdfeswoh>._. 

. : kdep. grabbingdntd,^■ahead.'!. ,
Nursei also have a responsibility to see that service is giveri> she coritinUed:b;. 

. .'. "Nurses have been at the front lines in service to HIV. I haVe talked to countless ; ?■ 

■.> peopleliving withthis diseasewho a ttributetheir continued survivalandcoping ’ . 

. ;,';:'.itbthe nursing care they are given... Lx manycases, however, we arestill missing 

our opportunity. We are often there at those points where early diagnosis is being 

■ missed, where individuals have come for repeat visits to clinics and hbspifals-and 

..officeswith the risks evident, ifyou tajk tothem at all, that they could bav&beeh y.J. 

exposed to this virus. Nurses have to be a part of making sure that connection is ?

made."'’ . , , . .. : . ",
"We must consider the leadership opportunities to deal with prevention of ■. 

this disease, which means dealing with fhe issues of substance abuse and sexual

"v 
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*j am absolutely fascinated at a Rubber of healtb 

professionals who will spend thtee/fou^'bf five hours debating Ore issues of: 
dccajJatidiiaLexposure to HIV. (Will I get’tiiis from a syringe, from a bloody 

sponge, from a scalpel, from this or that in an institution?). It is true that a couple 
• ■ ;.of hundred he*M professionals have documented cases of AIDS that come ^pih;. : 

these routes of transmission, but it is also true that there are thousands df ofedr’?' ’' 

, '.;healti», professionals who haveHIV iiifectfe^, and guess how they got Th^:j^aii

ttKeir s'exuaj Hfe, ttie same.as,i?w>st'oi:her.peopl© in tkis c&untiy^ 

. j'Uptil we confront... our owii humanity, and come to understand the .., 
'! J: decisions we have ntade, and the risks ^inay have escaped and th^hbfing 

‘ /; our professional thoughts to bear on that process, we will be neglecting what we

''' ^ndp as leaders, helping our community conf^^

HIV and thinking through what it Will take to prevent further 
i^iwxtgeneration. ' V'’? .’?'•! ’• ■ ’• ' * 'Y*.

i .For the young ampng us
• Ms. Gebbte concluded with a heartfelt plea to consider the impact of AIDS on the 

next generation. "We are here today to celebrate a very happy event a . 
rV graduation," she noted. "There are some very .young voices among us: today, V 

: some very small children here; some of them may be offspring of those of you

‘ j/iirtib'iue gradu a ting. Think of thtyn as you think of the possibility of a World _ 

■ ’ without AIDS? and realize that nursing, with its, research, with its services, with its :
rble,in prev6ntion, fol1owihginthefQot9teps Florence walked so longagtycbuld? ; 

be the answer to.stopping this epidemic.11

up front] .

: In addition to being tiw" aids Ciar/ ap^stto which shewa<appointed by 
President Bill Clinton, Kristine Gebbie; feN, mn, FAAN^Jchair of the Centers for 
Diseas eControl and Prevention advistyycbmmittee onltie preventipnof HIV _ , 

, Jirjfectioh. She. previously served, ori the Presidential Commission on, AIDS arid,wfe 
Oversight Committee fbr4he Institute of Medicine. A graduate of nursing \ 
programs at St Olaf College and the University of California, Ms. Gebbie helpcJ 
pioneer the field of diagnostic judgment in nursing in the 1970s. Later, in ,1989, 
she became secretary of Washington Staty's Department of Health, the first hufse^x^> 

to serve as a state commissioner of health,
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President Bill Clinton, Kristine Gebbie, RN, MN, FAANj
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH I NGTON

Comments of

M.N.

before the

The HIV Epidemic: What Would Florence Have Done?

May 19, 1994

A.

A.
1.
2.

B.
1.
2.

C.

What is the challenge to nursing todayIV.
A.

1.
B.

1.
2.

C.
1.
2.

Columbia University School of Nursing 
in 

New York, New York

our response to HIV must be research based 
nursing research, not just other folks 

we must see that service is given
early diagnosis may depend on us 
the care must be systematic/organized

prevention has particular challenges 
look at our own behavior 
consider the leadership opportunities

II. The policy challenge
Research
Services 
Prevention

B.
C.

1.
2.
3.

1.
2.
3.

I. The basic outline of the epidemic 
global nature- 

retroviral
blood borne 
sexually transmitted

continuing growth
shifting US demographics 

communities of color 
women
the young

III. The Nightingale Standard 
Research based — 

master the science 
contribute to the science

Committed to service of quality 
Go where the needs are 
Stick to your standards 

Tied to the community 
In the language of the people 
understanding the needs

ok cy

A.
B.
C.

1.
2.

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N.,
National AIDS Policy Coordinator
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Start Centennial Tape. Run twice with sound, and then silent1:20PM

Musicians will play while tape runs silent1:40PM

Musicians will play the Procession Music2:00PM

ORDER OF PROCESSION

PROGRAM

Opening Remarks-Mary O. Mundinger

Guest Speaker

Graduates

I

I

GRADUATION 1994
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

Mary O. Mundinger 
Pardes/Cook 

Gebbie/Jemmott 
Cole/Peirce 

Mazzola/Doddato 
Herbert/Sochalski 
Turnbull/Gaffney 
Apfelbaum/Ruiz 
Callan/Anastasi

Rosenfield/Fuhner
Then Rest of the Faculty Fall In

Awards
1) Centennial
2) Faculty
3) Students

;1

1 MAT I 2 1994 k;

__
_OFFICE OF THF DPAN J 

- - - - - - -  SCHOOL 
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Columbia University 
School of Nursing

Graduation of the 
One Hundredth Class

May 19,1994 
2:00 p.m.
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ORDER OF EXERCISES 

Processional 

Greetings 
Mary O. Mundinger, DrPH, PAAN 

Dean 

Graduation Address 
t<rlstine M. Gebbie, RN, MN, FAAN 

National AIDS Policy Coodinator 
AppoWed by President Clinton 

"The HIV Bpideink•What Would Floret1ee Have OoN?" 

Awards 

Ctnitnniiu Award, for Exc,llenct in Health Care 
Jonathan Cole, PhD 
Mr. Robert Herbert 

Patricia Mazzola Lewis, RN, MS 
Walter J. Turnbull, OMA 

Translt Display Incoq,orattd, accepted by 
Bonnie Apfelbaum, MEd 

New York State NW"Ses Aisociation, accepted by 
Mary Callan. MS, RN, CS.FNP 

Faculty Award$ 
Dorothy H. and Thomas L. O'Neil Distinguished faculty Awardi 

'teaching • DoMa Gaffney, PhD 
Community S.mce - Joyce Ailastasi, PhD 

Shldfflt Awards 
Sarah S. Cook, MEd 

Associate Dean for Acadcmk and Clinical Alhirt 

Presentation of Gradutes 
TheresA M. Ooddato, MA, CRNA 
Associate Oean for Student Affairs 

Cosing 
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1/THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 16, 1993

P.H.

Dear Dr. Mundinger:

the Columbia University
19, 1994.

AIDS Policy Coordina 
f Nursing graduation,

Enclosure

This letter confirms the appearance of Kristine M. Gebbie, 
National AIDS Coordinator, at 1
School of Nursingigraduation^ on^day 19,

*

Mary 0. Mundinger, Dr.
Dean and Professor
Columbia University School of Nursing
630 West 168th Street
New York, NY 10032

Please call me at (202) 632-1090 once you determine the specific 
time and place, or with any questions. I am enclosing a 
biographical sketch and curriculum vitae for your reference.

W. Steve Lee, Executive Assistant 
and Scheduler to

National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Sincerely,



COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF NURSING

OFFICE OF THE DEAN1892-1992

August 23, 1993

Ms.

All the best wishes,

Sincerely yours.

<7 Mundinger, Dr. P.H.

MOM:cmf
Il.gebbie

>45

Mary
Dean and Professor

We have a reception to follow for graduates, their 
families and faculty — usually about 400 in all. I 
hope you will be able to join us.

We also wish to present you with the Centennial 
Award for Excellence in Health Care during the 
ceremony.

1

§

a

630 West 168th Street 
New York, New York 10032 
212 305-3582
Fax 212 305-1116

Dear Ms. Gebbie:

I

og

Kristine Gebbie, MN, RN, FAAN 
National AIDS Policy Coordinator 
Office of the National AIDS Policy

Coordinator
750 17th Street, N.W. - Suite 1060 
Washington DC 20503

The university graduation for all Columbia schools 
is held on the morning of Wednesday, May 18th. In the 
afternoon the schools hold their own ceremonies, 
featuring a distinguished speaker, and diplomas and 
awards are presented.

On behalf of the Columbia University School of 
Nursing faculty, and with my own enthusiastic support, 
I am delighted to invite you to be our 1994 graduation 
speaker. As you know from our telephone conversation 
last week, this will be a very special ceremony. We 
will be graduating our 100th class, and celebrating our 
first graduation under Columbia's new President,
George Rupp.



OFFICE OF THE DEAN

FEB - 2 I9W

January 25, 1994

W.

20050

• !

We look forward to seeing her then.

Sincerely yours,

T. Doddato

■ A

OFFICE: 617 West'168th Street / (212) 305-3582 / Fax (212)305-1116 

MAILING ADDRESS: 630 West 168th Street / New York, NY 10032

Steve Lee, Executive Assistant
and Scheduler to

National AIDS Policy Coordinator
The White House
Washington, DC

MOM/r 
cc: 1

Please have Ms. Gebbie come to my office at 1:30 
p.m. at 617 West 168th Street, Room 139, for robing.

We are pleased that Kristine M. Gebbie, National 
AIDS Policy Coordinator, will address our graduating 
class on Thursday, May 19, 1994. The ceremony will be at 
2:00 p.m., followed by a reception at 3:15 p.m.

Dear Mr. Lee:

Mary (X Mundinger, Dr;P.H.
Dean and Professor

Columbia University School of Nursing



Columbia University School of Nursing

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

,!
, J

FEB - 2 1994

January 25, 1994

W.

We look forward to seeing her then.

Sincerely yours,

T. Doddato

Steve Lee, Executive Assistant 
and Scheduler to

National AIDS Policy Coordinator
The White House
Washington, DC 20050

MOM/r 
cc: '

OFFICE: il7West i68th Street / (2 ti; 305-3582 : Fax fz 12) 305-i116 

MAILIXC ADDRESS: n30 V»-'es: 68tr Street ' New .'ork NY 10032

Please have Ms. Gebbie come to my office at 1:30 
p.m. at 617 West 168th Street, Room 139, for robing.

Dear Mr. Lee:

Mary oZ Mundinger, d/vP.H.

Dean and Professor

We are pleased that Kristine M. Gebbie, National 
AIDS Policy Coordinator, will address our graduating 
class on Thursday, May 19, 1994. The ceremony will be at 
2:00 p.m., followed by a reception at 3:15 p.m.


